F"
MORTON

MECOSTA COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MORTON

TOWNSHIP

ZONING

ORDINANCE



ZONING ORDINANCE

INDEX
PREAMBLE 1
ENACTING CLAUSE 2
ARTICLE 1 TITLE
SECTION 1.0 ESTABLISHMENT OF ORDINANCE 2
ARTICLE 2 APPLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE
SECTION 2.0 WHO IT APPLIESTO 3
SECTION 2.1  RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS 3
ARTICLE 3 ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES
SECTION 3.0 WHAT IS AUTHORIZED 4
ARTICLE 4 EXEMPTIONS
SECTION 4.0 PUBLIC UTILITIES 5
SECTION 41  WATER WELLS 5
ARTICLE 5 ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS
SECTION 5.0 ZONING DISTRICTS 6
SECTION 5.1 CONDITIONAL REZONING 6
SECTION 5.2  DISTRICT R-1 8
SECTION 5.3  DISTRICT R-2 8
SECTION 5.4  DISTRICT R-3 9
SECTION 5.5 DISTRICT R-4 9
SECTION 5.6  DISTRICT C-1 10
SECTION 5.7 DISTRICT C-2 10
SECTION 5.8 DISTRICT C-3 11
SECTION 5.9 INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 1 (1) 11
SECTION 5.10 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 1 (A1) 11
SECTION 5.11 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT Il (A2) 12
SECTION 5.12 WETLANDS 13
SECTION 5.13 CAMPGROUNDS 13
SECTION 5.14 STORAGE BUILDINGS 14
SECTION 5.15 HEIGHT AND PLACEMENT MINIMUM SET BACKS 16
SECTION 5.16 BUILDING STANDARDS AND FACILITIES 18
SECTION 5.17 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS 20
SECTION 5.18 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 21
SECTION 5.19 SPECIAL LAND USE PERMITS 26
ARTICLE 6 SITE PLAN REVIEW
SECTION 6.0 INTENT 29
SECTION 6.1  CLASS "A" SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS 29
SECTION 6.2  CLASS "B" SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS 30
SECTION 6.3 REVIEW PROCEDURE 31
ARTICLE 7 GENERAL PROVISIONS
SECTION 7.0 HOME OCCUPATION 32
SECTION 7.1  FENCES 33
SECTION 7.2 DOCKS 34
SECTION 7.3  SIGNS 34
SECTION 7.4 OUTDOOR SOLID FUEL HEATING DEVICES 48
SECTION 7.5 OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS 49
SECTION 7.6~ WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES 51
SECTION 7.7  GRADING PERMITS 57




ARTICLE 8

ARTICLE 9

ARTICLE 10

ARTICLE 11

ARTICLE 12

ARTICLE 13

ARTICLE 14

ZONING ORDINANCE

SECTION 7.8  ANTI-FUNNELING DEVELOPMENT 59
SECTION 7.9  WIND GENERATED ELECTRICAL ENERGY SYSTEMS 61
SECTION 7.10 SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS 64
NONCONFORMING USES
SECTION 8.0 INTENT 71
SECTION 8.1  ALTERATIONS, SUBSTITUTION OR EXPANSION OF
NONCONFORMING USES 71
SECTION 8.2 BUILDING DAMAGE 71
SECTION 8.3 DISCONTINUANCE OF USE 71
SECTION 84 COMPLETION OF NONCONFORMING BUILDINGS AND
STRUCTURES 71
SECTION 8.5 NONCONFORMING LOTS 71
SECTION 8.6 NONCONFORMING MOBILE HOMES IN DISTRICT R-1 72
SECTION 8.7 NONCONFORMING AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS 72
TEMPORARY USES AND STRUCTURES
SECTION 9.0 TEMPORARY STRUCTURES - RESIDENCE DURING
CONSTRUCTION 73
SECTION 9.1 TEMPORARY DWELLINGS-RV 73
DEFINITIONS
SECTION 10.0 GENERAL 75
SECTION 10.1 SPECIFIC TERMS 75
PLANNING COMMISSION
SECTION 11.0 INTENT 82
SECTION 11.1 MEMBERSHIP 82
SECTION 11.2 OFFICERS 82
SECTION 11.3 MEETINGS 83
SECTION 11.4 ATTENDANCE 84
SECTION 11.5 HEARINGS 84
SECTION 11.6  AMENDMENTS 84
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
SECTION 12.0 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS-ORGANIZATION 85
SECTION 12.1 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS-DUTIES 86
SECTION 12.2 VARIANCE 86
ADMINISTRATION
SECTION 13.0 ADMINISTRATIVE STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES 88
SECTION 13.1 ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 88
SECTION 13.2 FINANCIAL SECURITY (PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE) 90
SECTION 13.3 FEES 91
SECTION 13.4 THE ORDINANCE CONTROL MANAGER 91
SECTION 13.5 ZONING COMPLIANCE PERMITS 91
SECTION 13.6 CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 92
SECTION 13.7 SPECIAL ZONING ORDERS, BOOK AND MAP 92
SECTION 13.8 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 92
SECTION 13.9 ZONING MAPS 93
MORTON TOWNSHIP ZONING MAP 95
SEVERABILITY, ENACTMENT, CERTIFICATION
SECTION 14.0 SEVERABILITY 96
SECTION 14.1 ORDINANCE ENACTMENT AND EFFECTIVE DATE 96
SECTION 14.2 CERTIFICATION 97
AMENDMENTS, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE #35 98




ZONING ORDINANCE

RESOLUTION R-01814 98
RESOLUTION R-051108 99
RESOLUTION R-05-1108A 101
RESOLUTION R-08813 104
ORDINANCE #40 107
DATE SCHEDULE OF AMENDMENTS/RESOLUTIONS/CORRECTIONS 112
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THE MORTON TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE
PREAMBLE

Morton Township has provided for a Planning Commission and has appointed members thereof who
have been entrusted with the duty to develop a Master Plan for Morton Township which has been
adopted by the Morton Township Board on June 6, 1978. The plan is designated for the orderly
development and use of land and natural resources in those areas of Morton Township outside the
limits of incorporated Towns and Villages.

In accordance with the authority and intent of Act 184 of the Public Acts of 1943, as amended, known
as the "Township Rural Zoning Act", and Act 168 of the Public Acts of 1959, as amended, known as
the "Township Planning Commission Act", the Township of Morton desires to provide for the orderly
development of the Township which is essential to the well-being of the community and which will
place no undue burden upon developers, industry, commerce, farmers or residents.

The Township further desires to:

e Assure adequate sites for agriculture, industry, commerce and residences.

e Insure adequate green belts and the preservation of land for agricultural recreational and
ecological purposes and well-being to achieve desirable land management objectives.

e Avert mismanagement and unsound use of the land and natural resources of this township.

e Assure that all uses of land and buildings within the township are so related as to provide for
economy of government and mutual support.

e Promote and protect the public health, safety, comfort, convenience and general welfare of all
persons and property owners within Morton Township, Mecosta County, Michigan.
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ENACTING CLAUSE

THE TOWNSHIP OF MORTON, COUNTY OF MECOSTA,
STATE OF MICHIGAN ORDAINS:

ARTICLE1 TITLE

SECTION 1.0 ESTABLISHMENT OF ORDINANCE

An ordinance enacted pursuant to the authority contained in Act 184 of the Public Acts of 1943, as
amended, known as the "TOWNSHIP RURAL ZONING ACTS" for the establishment of Zoning
Districts in the unincorporated portions of Morton Township, within which district the proper use of
land and natural resources may be encouraged or regulated; for the adoption for such districts of
provisions designating the location of, the size of, sanitary, safety and protective measures that shall be
required for, and the maximum number of families that may be housed in dwellings, buildings and
structures, including tents and trailer coaches, that may be erected or altered after the effective date of
this ordinance; to designate the use of certain state licensed residential facilities; to provide for the
acquisition by purchase, condemnation, or otherwise of non-conforming property; to provide for the
administering of this ordinance; to establish a zoning board of Appeals, to grant authority to said
Board in addition to that expressly provided in such Public Act 184; to provide standards to guide
actions and decisions of said Board; to provide other provisions for the administration of this
ordinance; to provide for the assessment, levy, and collection of taxes; to provide for the establishment
of fees and collection of fees for building permits and the administration of this ordinance; to provide
for petitions, public hearings, and referenda; to provide for appeals; and to provide for the amendments
thereof and the repeal of all ordinances and the parts of ordinances in conflict therewith.

This ordinance shall be known as the Morton Township Zoning Ordinance.
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ARTICLE 2 APPLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE

SECTION 2.0 WHO IT APPLIESTO

No structure shall be constructed, erected, placed, or maintained and no land use commenced or
continued within the unincorporated parts of the Township, contrary to the spirit of this ordinance and
except as specifically authorized by this ordinance.

Any zoning permit issued by the Morton Township Zoning Administrator or building permit issued by
Morton Township Building Inspector may be challenged by adjoining property owners only within
seven (7) days of their issuance date.

SECTION 2.1 RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS

Whenever regulations or restrictions imposed by this ordinance are either more or less restrictive than
regulations or restrictions imposed by local (County Road Commission, Health Dept., Soil and
Erosion, etc.), state, or federal governmental authorities, those which are more restrictive or which
impose higher standards or requirements shall govern.

This ordinance shall supersede the Mecosta County ordinance relating to Zoning and Land Use, as
amended.
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ARTICLE 3 ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES

SECTION 3.0 WHAT IS AUTHORIZED

Where a lot is devoted to a permitted principal use, customary accessory uses and structures are
authorized except as prohibited specifically or by necessary implication in this or any other ordinance.

The following special rules are applicable:

1. Customary home occupations are permitted as an accessory to residential use or occupancy but
only to the extent authorized by the definitions of these terms in this ordinance.

2. Accessory uses to gasoline service station are limited to lubrication, changing oil and filters,
changing and repair of tires and tubes, engine tune-up, hand washing and polishing without
automatic equipment, and replacement of light bulbs, windshield wiper blades and other small
parts, and do not include steam cleaning, body repairs except as listed above.

3. All accessory structures, attached or unattached, shall require a ZONING PERMIT and shall be
properly anchored.

All accessory structures shall be located so as to allow a primary building to be built on the same
parcel, and all structures must meet all setback requirements.
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ARTICLE 4 EXEMPTIONS

SECTION 4.0 PUBLICUTILITIES

The location of pipes, wires, poles, and generating and transmission equipment of public utilities or
railroad tracks regulated by the state of Michigan or by the United States are exempt from regulation
under this ordinance.

SECTION 4.1 WATER WELLS

Water wells, water well equipment enclosures not larger than 150 square feet in area, water pipelines,
water pipeline equipment vaults not higher than 2 feet above grade level and not larger than 50 square
feet in area, and water monitoring wells are permitted uses in all zoning districts, subject to setback
and building code regulations. (See ORDINANCE #35, (Adopted 01/09/2001))
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ARTICLE S ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS

SECTION 5.0 ZONING DISTRICTS

The Township of Morton is hereby divided into Zoning Districts, as named and described in the
following sections. The boundaries of said zoning districts are hereby established as shown on the
official zoning map.

SECTION 5.1 CONDITIONAL REZONING

An owner of land in Morton Township may voluntarily offer in writing certain use and development of
the land as a condition to rezoning of the land. Morton Township can receive requests for conditional
rezoning as authorized by MCL 125.286i without being obligated to grant or approve the requested
rezoning. All requests for rezoning with conditions shall be submitted and reviewed according to this
Article.

1. Request
All requests for rezoning with conditions authorized by MCL 125.286i shall be submitted in
writing to the Morton Township Zoning Administrator with documentary evidence of the
applicant’s ownership interest in the land requested to be rezoned;

= the offer in writing proposing certain use and development of the land as a condition to the
requested rezoning;

= a “Class A Site Plan" depicting any proposed use or development that is offered as a condition
of the requested rezoning;

= atimetable on which proposed development will occur;
= an acknowledgment that Morton Township is not obligated to grant the requested rezoning;
= an application fee of $250.

2. Procedure
A. The request for rezoning with conditions along with supporting documents shall be submitted
to the Township Planning Commission for:
1. review;
2. conducting a public hearing;
3. providing a recommendation to the Morton Township Board of Trustees on whether
a. to grant;
b. to deny;
c. to remand to the Morton Township Planning Commission;
d. or otherwise respond to the request.

B. Notice of the requested rezoning shall be given as required by law.

C. Morton Township shall not require a landowner to offer conditions as a requirement for
rezoning.
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D. Not less than ninety (90) days from the date of receiving a request for rezoning with
conditions in the form described in this Article, the Morton Township Planning Commission
shall complete the review process and forward its recommendation to the Morton Township
Board of Trustees, and within thirty (30) days of receipt of the recommendation, the Morton
Township Board of Trustees shall act to grant, deny or remand to the Township planning
commission for additional study and recommendation, or otherwise grant in part and deny in
part the request.

E. There is no right to appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals from the recommendation of the
Township Planning Commission on the request for rezoning with conditions, or on the action
of the Morton Township Board on the request.

3. Standards
In evaluating the request for rezoning with conditions the Township Planning Commission shall
consider:
A. Uses permitted in the existing zoning district in which the land is located,

B. The uses permitted in the zoning district requested by rezoning;

C. The use(s) proposed to be excluded, limited, or prohibited as a condition of the requested
zoning;

D. The compatibility or incompatibility of the uses or development that will be allowed by the
requested rezoning with existing uses and development on properties within fifteen hundred
(1500) feet of the parcel(s) requested to be rezoned;

E. Whether the requested rezoning with conditions is consistent with the Morton Township
Master Plan, or contrary to it;

F.  Whether the uses or development proposed for the parcel(s) requested to be rezoned are likely
to increase or decrease surrounding property values;

G. Whether the infrastructure in the form of roads and utilities in the area suggested for rezoning
will support the proposed uses or development, or if significant upgrades or changes will be
necessary;

H. Whether the proposed conditions will provide adequate safeguards for surrounding uses and
properties if the requested rezoning is granted;

I.  Whether the proposed conditions provide terms by which the conditions can be enforced or
accomplished after rezoning occurs;

J. Whether any of the proposed conditions need to be recorded and reflected in the chain of
title to be effective;

K. Whether the requested rezoning will allow and encourage "the proper use of land and natural
resources" as specified in Section 1.0 of the Morton Township Zoning Ordinance;
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L. Any other factor deemed important and appropriate for consideration by the Morton Township
Planning Commission.

The Morton Township Planning Commission shall reflect its determinations or findings on
each of the enumerated standards when making its recommendations to the Morton Township
Board of Trustees on the requested rezoning.

4. Contract
Any rezoning with conditions approved or granted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
shall include a signed contract between the owner(s) and Morton Township, which shall be
recorded with the Mecosta County Register of Deeds.

5. Decision
The Morton Township Board of Trustees' decision on the request for rezoning is not limited or
restricted to the land or zoning district described in the request, and the Morton Township Board of
Trustees is not required to accept any or all of the proposed conditions. The authority and
discretion of the Morton Township Board of Trustees to rezone land that is the subject of
conditional rezoning is not limited or restricted by the fact or terms of conditional rezoning.

6. Review
There shall be no right of review or appeal of the actions of the Township Planning Commission,
except to the extent the request for rezoning is considered and decided by the Morton Township
Board of Trustees.

SECTION 5.2 DISTRICT R-1

1. Intent - To establish and preserve quiet, single family home neighborhoods as desired by large
numbers of people, free from other uses except those which are both compatible with and
convenient to the residents of such a district.

2. Permitted Principal Uses - Detached single family dwellings, limited to one dwelling per lot.

3. Special Land Use Permit - Any requested use not specifically specified in the permitted principal
uses may be issued a permit in accordance to Section 5.19 General Regulations.

4. Every residential building hereafter erected or moved upon the premises must have a minimum
width on three sides of 24°.

SECTION 5.3 DISTRICT R-2
1. Intent - Same as R-1 with the inclusion of mobile homes.

2. Permitted Principal Uses - Detached single family dwellings, mobile homes, and double wides,
which meet Michigan standards, and duplexes.

3. Special Land Use Permit - Any requested use not specifically specified in the permitted principal
uses may be issued a permit in accordance to Section 5.19 General Regulations.
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SECTIONS54 DISTRICT R-3

1. Intent - To establish and preserve neighborhoods for medium density residential uses, free from
other uses except those which are both compatible with and convenient to the residents of such a
district.

2. Permitted Principal Uses - Single, and two-family dwellings, mobile homes and double wides
which meet Michigan Standards, multiple dwellings, hotels, bed and breakfast, group homes and
nursing homes.

3. Special Land Use Permit - Any requested use not specifically specified in the permitted principal
uses may be issued a permit in accordance to Section 5.19 General Regulations.

SECTIONS5 DISTRICT R-4
1. Intent - To make provision for mobile homes in mobile home parks subdivided into individual
lots, in appropriate, safe, sanitary and attractive environment.

2. Permitted Principal Uses - Mobile homes and double wides which meet Michigan Standards in
Mobile Home Parks.

3. Special Land Use Permit - Any requested use not specifically specified in the permitted principal
uses may be issued a permit in accordance to Section 5.19 General Regulations.

4. District Regulations - As required by the Mobile Home Commission Act 96 of 1987, and the State
of Michigan Department of Commerce and Securities Bureau, as from time to time amended.

5. Site Plan - A person who desires to develop a mobile home park or seasonal mobile home park
shall submit a preliminary plan to the Township Planning Commission for approval of zoning
requirements only.

A. All mobile home parks or seasonal mobile home parks shall have a greenbelt of at least 30 feet
in width, along all boundaries, and shall be screened by a wood or masonry fence or wall at
least 6 feet high except at points of entry and exit.

6. Upon approval of all reviewing agencies, the developer shall deliver a copy of accepted site plan
and permit issued by the Department of Commerce to the Township Zoning Administrator.

7. Upon completion of the mobile home park, the owner or operator of the park and a registered
professional engineer or architect shall deliver to the Township Zoning Administrator a copy of the
affidavit, filed with the Department of Commerce, certifying that the mobile home park or seasonal
mobile home park, lot and work were completed in accordance with the approved specifications
and plans.

8. Except for purposes of issuing a license, renewing a license or the placing of a mobile home a local
government may not make an inspection, unless it has reason to believe that the Mobile Home
Commission Act 96 of 1987 has been violated and by written request by the Department of Health.
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A. Anyone who desires to place a mobile home in a mobile home park shall first obtain a building
permit from the local Building Inspector. Owner of the park shall be held responsible to see
that this requirement is complied with.

SECTION 5.6 DISTRICT C-1

1. Intent - To establish and preserve a compact business district suited to neighborhood needs and
travelers, tourists, and vacationers, as distinguished from industry or general commercial uses.

2. Permitted Principal Uses - Retail establishments selling gifts, hardware, pharmaceuticals, groceries,
sporting goods, antiques and baked goods; art and crafts studios, barber and beauty shops, banks
restaurants, laundromats, offices, funeral parlors, hotels and motels, shoe repair shops, churches;
accessory building and uses customarily incidental to any of the foregoing, NOT including any
manufacturing, treatment activities, or retail sale business where assembling, treatment or
manufacturing is required.

3. Loading spaces required under this Section shall be at least 50 feet long and 12 feet wide. Every lot
used for commercial or industrial purposes and having a building or buildings with a total floor
area of at least 4,000 square feet, shall have at least one off-street loading space.

An additional off-street load space shall be required for lots used for commercial or industrial
purposes where the floor area of all buildings exceeds 10,000 square feet.

4. Special Land Use Permit - Any requested use not specifically specified in the permitted principal
uses may be issued a permit in accordance to Section 5.19 General Regulations.

5. All outdoor storage areas, which include trash or refuse containers shall be screened from view and
enclosed by a fence at least six (6) feet high measured from the grade, and designed to prevent
trash from blowing out of the enclosed area.

SECTION 5.7 DISTRICT C-2

1. Intent - To establish and preserve general commercial areas consisting of shopping centers and
commercial strips.

2. Permitted Principal Uses - Car wash establishments, clinics, hospitals, and mental health centers,
taverns or bars, outdoor and indoor theaters, bowling alleys, gasoline services stations, all
permitted principal uses in District C-1 and all other retail and personal service establishments
except those listed in District C-3.

3. Refer to #3 in District C-1.

4. Special Land Use Permit - Any requested use not specifically specified in the permitted principal
uses may be issued a permit in accordance to Section 5.19 General Regulations.

5. Refer to #5 in District C-1.

10
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SECTIONS5.8 DISTRICT C-3
1. Intent - To establish and preserve a district for light industry with those commercial uses which
are more compatible with light industry than with other commercial uses.

2. Permitted Principal Uses - Motor vehicle sales, service and rental; kennels; auto body and paint
shops; construction and farm equipment sales; sales of mobile homes, campers and recreational
vehicles, boats and monuments; wholesale and storage uses; food packaging and bottling works;
commercial printing and newspaper offices; laundry and cleaning and dying plants; airports;
marinas and race tracks.

3. Refer to #3 in District C-1.

4. Special Land Use Permit - Any requested use not specifically specified in the permitted principal
uses may be issued a permit in accordance to Section 5.19 General Regulations.

5. Refer to #5 in District C-1

6. All properties within the Morton Township Business Park are zoned C-3 and to include all
permitted uses in C-1, C-2 and C-3 in compliance with Morton Township Zoning Ordinance
regulations applicable to these permitted uses. All other uses are prohibited.

SECTION 5.9 INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT I ()

1. Intent - This district is designed for manufacturing, assembly and fabricating businesses and
commercial activities which cause a minimum of adverse effect beyond the boundaries of the site
upon which they are located.

2. Permitted Principal Uses - Industrial manufacturing operations assembling or treatment of articles
which do not emanate noise, smoke, odors, dust, dirt, noxious gases, heat, vibration or
physiological ill effects at level which constitutes a health hazard as determined by EPA standards.

3. Loading Spaces - Refer to #3 in C-1.

4. Special Land Use Permit - Any requested use not specifically specified in the permitted principal
uses may be issued a permit in accordance to Article 5, Section 5.19 General Regulations.

5. Storage Areas - Same as #5 in C-1.

6. Special Regulations. All industry must comply with Federal and State Environmental Protection
Acts.

SECTION 5.10 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 1 (Al)

1. Intent - This district is intended to maintain and encourage for agricultural purposes those lands
which because of their soil characteristics and other factors, are especially well suited for
agricultural uses.

11
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2. Permitted Principal Uses - Agricultural production operations including crop cultivation, pastures,
orchards, farmstead and customary uses.

3. Special Land Use Permit - Any requested use not specifically specified in the permitted principal
uses may be issued a permit in accordance to Section 5.19 General Regulations.

SECTION 5.11 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT Il (A2)
1. Intent - This district is intended to include those lands which because of their soil, drainage and
other characteristics are less suited for agricultural production.

2. Permitted Principal Uses.

A. All uses permitted in Agricultural District 1.

B. Timber production.

C. Other similar bona fide farming or agricultural enterprise, excluding, however, rendering
plants, commercial fertilizer production, or garbage feeding, or disposal activities; (except by
Special Land Use Permit).

D. Greenhouses, kennels, nurseries.

E. Markets for the sale of products grown or produced upon the premises.

F. Home occupations as defined in Section 10.1 of this ordinance and requires a Home
Occupation Permit as per the requirements of Section 7.0.

G. A single family dwelling, a mobile home, churches, parish houses, public schools and
educational institutions and other municipal building structures, parks, golf courses, and
cemeteries.

3. Special Land Use Permit - Any requested use not specifically specified in the permitted principal
uses may be issued a permit in accordance to Section 5.19 General Regulations.
A. Mining operations, such as gravel sand, marl or peat.
1. Permit required from Zoning Administrator. (See Section 7.7)

2. Permit must be renewed each two years provided the person or persons has operated
according to Permit Provisions.

3. Failure to operate for 12 months, without notification, invalidates the permit.

4. At the termination of operations the land must be graded to conform with the contour of the
adjacent land.

5. Liability Insurance - All operators shall be required to carry personal injury and property
damage insurance while any reclaimed or unrehabilitated area exists, in the amount of not
less than $300,000 for each person or property injured or damaged and not less than
$500,000 for injury or damage to more than one person or one person’s property, arising
out of one occurrence. Such insurance shall cover injury or damage occurring upon the site
of operations as well as upon properties adjoining thereto, as a result of activities existing
upon the site. The township shall be named as additionally insured, and copy of the policy
shall be filed with the Morton Township Clerk.

12
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SECTION5.12 WETLANDS

1. Intent - To preserve as Wetlands those areas which because of their soil, drainage or topographic
characteristics, including springs and feeder streams, and/or their lack of accessibility, or because
they are important wildlife habitat, are not suitable for development.

2. Permitted Principal Uses.
A. Harvesting of timber.

3. Special Land Uses. Other recreational uses where such development can be accomplished without
significant adverse environmental impact.

SECTION 5.13 CAMPGROUNDS

1. Intent - To provide areas for recreational use that conform with environmental health and site
guidelines.

2. Minimum lot size 20 acres, with at least 660 feet of road frontage along an improved gravel or
paved public road.

3. Overall gross ratio shall not exceed as follows:
A. Modern campgrounds (providing on-campsite utilities such as electricity, water); three
camping sites/acre.
B. Primitive campgrounds (without providing the above facilities); five camping sites/acre.

4. Minimum campsite size shall be 2100 square feet (modern) or 1400 square feet (primitive), and
minimum width for each campsite shall be 35 feet for both.

5. No vehicle, trailer, or tent shall be erected or placed within ten (10) feet from the traveled portion
of any road.

6. A minimum fifty (50) foot setback (greenbelt) shall be maintained along the perimeter of the
campground.

7. Parking is prohibited on all internal roads and trails.

8. Campgrounds which enter and/or exit on paved County Primary Roads shall be required to have
acceleration and deceleration lanes as approved by the County road Commission.

9. Service buildings may be permitted to provide retail services which are customary and necessary
for camping related activities.

10. All garbage and refuse shall be placed in containers and shall be screened; any lot which abuts a
residential district shall also be screened.

11. Mini Cabins - A mini cabin shall be classified as recreational camping structure with a minimum

size of 120 sqg. ft. and a maximum of 500 sq. ft. living area. Mini cabins shall be permitted
provided the following requirements are met:

13
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A. Mini Cabins shall be sited in a licensed campground on an approved lot (limit 1 cabin per lot).
B. Mini Cabins may have permanent utility hookups.

C. Mini Cabins shall meet all requirements for density, setback and any other applicable zoning
requirements that apply to tents, trailers, and recreational vehicles sited within the
campground.

D. Michigan Residential Code requirements shall be adhered to (building, electrical, mechanical,
and plumbing) for structural and life safety standards. All necessary permits and inspections
are required.

E. No more than 30% of the licensed campground lots shall be developed in this manner.

SECTION5.14 STORAGE BUILDINGS

Storage buildings on land without a dwelling are permitted in all districts except Commercial and
Industrial, on written application to and approval by the Zoning Administrator. Storage buildings for
personal use on any parcel or lot of record which does not have a lawful dwelling on it may be issued a
zoning permit for the storage building for the storage of personal items only, subject to the following
conditions.

1. The building shall be required to be inspected by the Morton Township Building Official at least
once every two years, both interior and exterior, to confirm that the building is not being occupied
as a dwelling or used as sleeping quarters.

2. The inspection shall be arranged by the building owner and the fee for the inspection shall be paid
before the inspection is to be conducted. Failure to comply with inspection requirements shall be a
Municipal Civil Infraction.

3. On parcels of less than 20,000 sq ft, the size of said building shall be limited to 800 square feet.

4. The storage building shall be located on the lot or parcel so as to allow for the construction of a
dwelling, including area for a well and septic system as required by the health department.

5. Storage buildings (sheds less than 200 sg. ft. not requiring a building permit) may use the side yard
setback requirement for the rear yard setback.

6. Pumphouses are allowed only for that purpose. The pumphouse may be less than 50 feet to the
waterfront and shall be located on the owner’s property. Pumphouses shall be as small as possible
to cover the pump and use colors or materials that blend with the environment. The maximum
dimensions are 3 feet high at the highest point, 3 feet wide and 3 feet deep. Approval to cross any
green space or community property shall be obtained from the governing body before a zoning
permit is issued.

14
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7. Trailers, semi-trailers, soft sided buildings and shipping containers may not be used as residential
structures or storage structures on any residential zoned parcels. Commercially available temporary
storage containers (i.e. PODS) may be use for up to 30 days for the purpose of moving or
renovation projects. Zoning Administrator may allow additional 30 days provided need is proven.

These conditions cannot be abrogated by the transfer of ownership of the parcel, and remain a

restriction on the building and property until a dwelling is constructed on the parcel, and a certificate of
occupancy is issued by the building official.
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SECTION5.15 HEIGHT AND PLACEMENT MINIMUM

1. Regulations - Except as otherwise specifically provided in this ordinance, all structures shall
comply with the following size, height, and setback requirements, except: sidewalks, fences,
driveways, stairways to the water and docks, water pipelines and equipment vaults.

2. Size Requirements:
MINIMUM LOT WIDTH AT

DISTRICT MINIMUM LOT SIZE REQUIRED SETBACK LINE
R-1, R-2 20,000 sq. ft. 100 feet
R-3 Single Family 20,000 sq. ft. 100 feet
R-3 Multi Family 2 acres (1st unit) 200 feet
+7,000 sq. ft. (ea. add unit) 20 feet
C-1,C-2 20,000 sq. ft. 150 feet
C-3and | 20,000 sq. ft. 150 feet
Wetlands 20 acres 200 feet
A-land A-2 lacre 200 feet
Campgrounds 20 acres 660 feet

3. Setbacks: All sethacks are measured from the point on the structure nearest the lot line.

ROAD FRONT BOTH SIDE REAR HEIGHT

DISTRICT SETBACK SETBACK SETBACK SETBACK LIMIT
R-1, R-2, R-3 30 feet 30 feet 10 feet 25 feet 35 feet
R-4 30 feet SEE SECTION 5.5

C-1,C-2 40 feet 40 feet 10 feet 25 feet 35 feet
C-3 40 feet 40 feet 10 feet 25 feet Note A
| 40 feet 40 feet 10 feet 25 feet Note A
A-1, A-2 40 feet 40 feet 10 feet 25 feet Note A
WETLANDS 30 feet 30 feet 10 feet 25 feet 35 feet

Note A: Height at any point on a structure shall not exceed the horizontal distance to any lot line.
Note B: Sheds less than 200 sqg. ft. (see Section 5.14 (5) Storage Buildings)

ROAD SETBACK

A road setback shall be required from each road right-of-way adjoining a lot. Lots abutting more
than one street shall have extra size to permit required setbacks for each street. In residential
districts where there is inadequate lot size to permit 30 feet setbacks from each road or street right-
of-way, one of the road setbacks with no driveway through it can be reduced to a side setback.

Road R.O.W. Road R.OW.
300 30
Buildable
5 10 10 j . Buildable .
Side frea Side side |10 frea 30° | Road R.O.W.
10
25"
Rear Lot Line Side
Front Setback - Road R.O.W. - Two Side Yards Corner Lot with two (2) Side Yards

Rear Lot Line
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HEIGHTS: Chimneys, cooling towers, elevator bulkheads, fire towers, steeples, stacks, scenery
lofts, water towers, ornamental towers, spires, television or radio towers and necessary mechanical
appurtenances may be erected to height not exceeding 150 feet unless permitted by the Zoning
Board of Appeals.

AIRPORTS: The above structures cannot be erected near an airport to a height that exceeds a
twenty-to-one (20 tol) glide slope from the end of each runway and extends up to 150 feet above
the airport elevation. The glide slope starts at the runway end at the same elevation as the end of
the runway.

4. In Districts R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, A-1 and A-2, the minimum lot size and lot width regulations do not
apply to any non-conforming parcel of land shown as a lot in a recorded plat, or described in a deed
or land contract executed and delivered prior to the effective date of this ordinance.

A. Setback requirements on non-conforming lots in Districts R-1, R-2, and R-3
(Non-conforming - lots that are less than 100’ X 200’, 20,000 sq. ft.)

1. Setbacks may be reduced with approval by the Zoning Administrator.

2. Each side yard setback may be reduced to 10% of lot width, to a minimum of 6’. A side
yard setback of less than 6 feet will not be allowed on any nonconforming lot.

3. Front and rear setbacks may be reduced to conform with neighboring structures.

5. ZONING - DISTRICT- BOUNDARY-SETBACK-REGULATIONS
On lots in Districts C-1, C-2, C-3 and I, no structure shall be erected or maintained within 30 feet
of the boundary line of any R-1, R-2, R-3 districts. Where a district boundary line divides a lot into
two districts, it shall be treated as a lot line for purposes of the setback provisions of this ordinance.

6. WATERFRONT SETBACK
Lot lines which abut water, either lake, river or stream will have a building setback of 50 feet from
said water, with no authority to encroach into any greenbelt.

Road R.O.W.

30

. Buildahbl .
side |10 Yaea | 10 side

50"

Water

Front Setback - Water Front (no Greenbelt)
Road R.0O.W. - Two (2) Side Yards
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SECTION5.16 BUILDING STANDARDS AND FACILITIES
The following section applies to all residential Zoning Districts.

1. Every residential building hereafter erected or moved upon the premises must conform with the
following conditions.

A. 1t complies with the minimum square footage requirements for the zone in which it is located.

B. Itis firmly attached to a permanent foundation constructed on the site in accordance with the
Michigan Construction Code, as amended (Pub Act 230), as enforced by Morton Township,
and shall have a wall of the same perimeter dimensions of the dwelling and construction of
such materials and type as required in the applicable building code for single family dwellings.

C. In the event that the dwelling is a mobile home, as defined herein, such dwelling shall be
installed pursuant to the manufacturer’s setup instructions, and shall be secured to the
premises by an anchoring system of device complying with the rules and regulations of the
Michigan Mobile Home commission as amended.

D. In the event that a dwelling is a mobile home, as defined herein, each mobile home shall be
installed with the wheels removed. Additionally, no dwelling shall have an exposed towing
mechanism, undercarriage or chassis.

E. The dwelling is connected to a public sewer and water supply or to such private facilities
approved by the local health department.

F. The dwelling contains a storage capability area in a basement located under the dwelling, in an
attic area, in closet areas, or in a separate structure of standard construction similar to or of
better quality than the principal dwelling.

G. The dwelling is esthetically compatible in design and appearance with other residences in the
vicinity.

H. The dwelling contains no additions or rooms or other areas which are not constructed with
similar quality workmanship as the original structure, including a permanent attachment to the
principle structure and construction of a foundation as required herein.

I.  The dwelling complies with all pertinent building and fire codes. In the case of a mobile home,
all construction and all plumbing, electrical apparatus, and insulation within and connected to
said mobile home shall be of a type and quality conforming to the “Mobile Home Construction
and Safety Standards” as promulgated by the United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development as from time to time amended.

Additionally, all dwellings shall meet or exceed all applicable roof snow load and strength
requirements.

Every residential building hereafter erected or moved upon the premises must have a minimum
width of 13 feet 8 inches.
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J. The exterior of all buildings must be completed with finished siding within one year of the
date of issuance of the zoning permit.
K. No crawl space area or any area under the mobile home shall be used for any storage purpose
whatever and any such area shall be fully enclosed by fireproof and weatherproof skirting and
any ventilators shall be screened.
Skirting must be installed within 6 months after mobile home placement.

Every mobile home shall have an accessory storage building of at least 56 square feet.

2. Minimum Living Area - Every dwelling unit shall have a main floor area of not less than 720 sq.
feet of living area. This shall not include the area of any accessory structure.

3. Private Swimming Pools - Private swimming pools are permitted in all districts and must meet
building code and health department requirements.

4. Utility Services - Purpose of this ordinance is to regulate utilities to improved parcels or parcels in
the process of being improved.

A. A permit shall be required and obtained from the Township for, and prior to, the erection,

construction, alteration, replacement or maintenance of, or for, any electric or gas service being
installed or replaced.

B. A permit for temporary construction service is allowed, the temporary service and all
associated components must be removed within 30 days of completion of the project to obtain
Certificate of Occupancy.

C. Electric or gas service is not allowed on parcels without a principle structure.

Exceptions: Repair or replacement of service in an emergency or during a utility company’s normal
course of maintenance or construction of the infrastructure.

5. Farm Animals in R1, R2, or R3
A. The keeping of any livestock (such as but not limited to: poultry, pigs, hogs, horses) shall be
permitted by special use permit under the following conditions.

1. The parcel shall be at least 10 acres.

2. All barns, stables, coops, etc. shall have a setback from neighboring dwellings of at least
150'.

3. Areas for animals shall be fenced and meet the requirements of Section 7.1.
B. All livestock shall be prohibited if the same become obnoxious by reason of odor or noise. The

determination of the Planning Commission shall in the absence of fraud be conclusive on the
question of whether such are so obnoxious.
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6. PetsinR1, R2, or R3
The keeping of more than 3 dogs and/or cats shall be prohibited, providing however that any litter
of dogs or cats which causes the aforesaid limit of 3 to be exceeded shall not constitute a violation
of this provision for a period of 4 months after birth.

7. Other animals in R1, R2, or R3
Animals normally considered wild or predatory shall not be allowed.

SECTIONS5.17 LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

The provisions of the following are applicable to every lot with respect to which a zoning compliance
permit or a building permit for any new structure or enlargement of any existing structure is hereafter
required.

1. Required Planting Screens -
In Districts C-1, C-2, C-3, and I, wherever any parking lot, trash collection, outdoor storage area,
merchandising or service area lies within fifty (50) feet of any other Zoning District, a planting
screen of evergreen shrubs or trees designed to reach six (6) feet in height within five (5) years
shall be required to screen the view thereof from the adjoining zoning district, except the view is
blocked by a change in grade or other natural or manmade features of the site, as may be approved
by the Zoning Administrator.

Where, because of intense shade or soil conditions, the planting screen cannot be expected to
thrive, an opaque wooden fence, a chain link fence with interwoven redwood or cedar slats, or a
masonry wall may be substituted.

2. Planting Screen Specifications -
All planting screens required by this ordinance shall consist of plants, at least 30 inches high when
planted, maintained in a healthy condition and so pruned as to provide maximum cover from the
ground to a height of five (5°) feet.

3. Time of Completion -
All plantings required by this ordinance shall be installed prior to occupancy or commencement of
use. Where compliance with the preceding sentence is not possible because of the season of the
year, the Zoning Administrator shall grant an appropriate delay but no permanent certificate of
occupancy shall be issued until completion of all required plantings.

Any certificate of occupancy may be revoked, after 30 days written notice to the person assessed

for taxes on the affected lot and to the occupant, whenever plantings are not maintained as required
in this ordinance.
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SECTION 5.18 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD)
1. Intent - To permit in all districts greater flexibility in the use and design of structures and land for
the purpose of:

A. Preserving unique environmental or cultural resources,
B. Providing more collective or common open space,
C. Providing for a mutually beneficial mix of compatible land uses without zoning, or

D. Encouraging more creative and innovative designs for development which will promote more
economical and efficient use of the land and public services.

2. Discretionary Powers -
In acting upon a PUD application, the Planning Commission may make modifications of the
specific provisions of this ordinance provided these modifications are no more than 20% of the
normal requirements of this ordinance, also that these modifications shall not:

A. Be contrary to the ordinance spirit or district's intent and purpose;
B. Be harmful to the neighborhood or general area in which the PUD occurs.
C. Impede or impair development of the uses permitted within the Zoning District.

The Planning Commission may alter setback requirements, height, lot and building size limits,
off-street parking regulations, and landscaping rules, but shall not alter the permitted district's
gross density limits by more than 20%.

It may also authorize uses not permitted in the district where the PUD is located, providing
such uses are desirable or convenient for the users of the PUD as developed or the immediate
neighborhood, and provided that such uses are planned so as to assure that they will not
materially alter the existing character of the neighborhood.

The development of the PUD shall not create demands on other existing public services in
excess of current capacity, nor shall uses be detrimental to the health, safety, or welfare of
persons or property through excessive production of traffic, noise, smoke, odor, fumes or
glare.

1. Lot Area Requirements
a. The minimum lot area shall not be reduced for any permitted use more than 20% below
that required, by the Subdivision Control Ordinance, in the District which the PUD is
located.

2. Setbacks: The minimum setback requirements for buildings and structures shall be the same
as those noted in the Morton Township ordinance for the district in which they are located.
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3. Lot Frontage: The minimum lot frontage, required by the Zoning Ordinance, maybe
reduced by 15%.

D. Signs
1. One free standing permanent sign per entrance to the development shall be permitted, not to
exceed 32 sg. ft. in area for the purpose of identifying the name of the development only;
provided that not more than two such signs shall be permitted per development.

2. The general theme, plan or policy for all such signs proposed in the PUD shall be submitted
with a sketch plan, including size and proposed location, to the Planning Commission for its
review before any such signs are installed.

3. Clear Vision Requirements
On a corner lot, nothing shall be erected, placed or allowed to grow in such a manner as to
impede vision between a height of 2 % feet and 10 feet, as measured above ground level in
a triangular area bounded by the center lines of the intersection roads and a line joining
points along said lines; 300 feet for state trunk lines and railroad crossings, 200 feet for
county primary roads, 150 feet for county local roads, and 100 feet for private roads
entering onto any of the above.

3. Application Procedure (Preliminary & Public Hearing)
The provisions of this Section shall be applied to the existing Zoning District, as defined on the
zoning map where the PUD is to be located.

The application procedure for a PUD is as follows:

A. Preliminary Conference - Prior to preparing a formal application the applicant shall meet with
the Planning Commission to discuss the proposed development.

B. Preliminary Application - The applicant shall prepare and submit eight (8) 11” x 17” copies
and two (2) 24” x 36” copies of a preliminary development plan which includes the following
written and graphic documents to the Zoning Administrator ten days prior to the regular
meeting of the Planning Commission to request agenda time:

1. A written description of the PUD, including a discussion on how the PUD meets the intent
of the provisions of this section; a statement identifying the intended uses including future
sale or leasing arrangements of all or portions of the PUD; a legal description of the PUD
parcel, listing all owners, holders of easements, etc., or other interested parties; and a
projected assessment of the PUD demands on public services and utilities.

2. A preliminary development plan which is in accordance with the Class "B" Site Plan
requirements (see Section 6.2).

3. A development schedule; a list of covenants or deed restrictions; any maintenance
agreements on open space or common ownership areas; and a description of the type of
financial guarantees to be utilized to ensure PUD development.

4. Any other information as the Planning Commission may reasonably require to show the
applicant's intent for the development and the viability of the proposal.
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5. After review and recommendation of the Planning Commission, submit the preliminary
development plan to the Township Board of Trustees for preliminary review and approval.

The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing to review the above information. In
making its review of any portion of the PUD preliminary development plan, the Planning
Commission shall determine if the PUD complies with the standards outlined in Article 6
and other relevant provisions of this ordinance.

Within 60 days, following the public hearing, the Planning Commission shall approve,
approve with conditions or subject to modifications, or deny by writing, the preliminary
application, specifying changes or the reasons for denial.

The approval of the preliminary application does not constitute recording of the plan or
plat nor authorize the issuance of building permits.

4. Permitted Uses
No structure or part thereof shall be erected, altered or used, and no land shall be used except for
one or more of the following regardless of the zoning district in which the same is located:

A. Residential Uses Permitted
1. Single-family detached dwellings
2. Two-family dwellings
3. Townhouses
4. Apartment buildings
5. Condominiums

B. Nonresidential Uses Permitted

Parks, forest preserves, and recreational areas

Churches

Schools, public or private

Bakery and dairy products, retail sales only

Barber and beauty shops

Drug and grocery stores

Laundromat

Books, stationery, newspapers, and library

Tailoring, dress making, shoe repair and sales

10.Golf courses

11.Real estate office (for the sale or rental of units within the development only)

12.Temporary buildings needed to house construction equipment for a period not to exceed the
completion date of PUD

13.0ther uses may be permitted upon approval from the Planning Commission

CoNoOR~WNE

C. Buildings designed and intended to be used for nonresidential uses, in whole or in part, shall
be constructed according to the following:

1. Nonresidential uses permitted only upon approval from the Planning Commission.

2. Nonresidential uses allowed in the PUD shall occupy no more than ten percent of the PUD's
area.
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5. Changes in PUD Preliminary Development Plan
If modification is required in the PUD preliminary development plan the applicant shall make such
necessary changes and resubmit the plan within six months for preliminary approval.

6. Final Application Filing Time Limit
Within a maximum of twelve months following preliminary approval, the applicant shall file for
final application as outlined in Section 6.3. For good cause, the Planning Commission may extend
this time period for six months.

If the applicant fails to apply for final application for any reason, approval or conditional approval
shall be revoked.

7. Final Application Procedure

A. The applicant shall prepare and submit eight (8) 11” x 17” copies and two (2) 24” x 36 copies
of a final development plan which shall include in final form all information as required for
final approval: signed copies of any preliminary plats, in accordance with Act 288 of 1967, as
amended, Sections 111-119: (attached): a detailed development timing schedule, deed
restrictions or covenants, and any other plans, documentation or specifications, as the planning
commission may require to insure final engineering review and approval, which includes
building plans, elevation and perspective drawings, drainage, road, or other facility designs;
and letters of commitment or intent insuring adequate financing for public utilities and/or
services.

B. Upon receipt of the final development plan, the Planning Commission shall hold a second
public hearing and shall determine whether or not the final plans substantially conform to the
approved preliminary development plan and is in proper form for final recording.

Where the Planning Commission determines that this application is consistent with this
Section and other requirements thereof, and is in proper form for recording;

The Planning Commission shall recommend to the Township Board of Trustees that a PUD
SPECIAL USE PERMIT be issued for development and use in accordance with the final
accepted development plan.

The PUD SPECIAL USE PERMIT shall be issued by the Township Board upon receipt of
evidence of recording of the PUD final Development Plan with the Mecosta County Register
of Deeds.

A denial of the PUD shall be in writing, setting forth the reasons for denial, and any changes
which would make the PUD acceptable.

C. Notice of approval or denial shall be given to the applicant, from the Township Board in
writing within twenty (20) days after the next regular Township Board meeting is held.
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5.18.1 PUD DESIGN STANDARDS & GENERAL REGULATIONS

1.

2.

3.

All PUD applications shall comply with all standards outlined in Section 5.19.
Parcel Size - Minimum parcel size shall be ten (10) acres.

Development Staging -
Any PUD designed to be developed in stages shall be designed so that each stage is a complete
homogeneous unit and not directly dependent on any other stage.

Further, the various stages shall be developed in order, as established, in the PUD permit.

At no time during any stage or during construction of the PUD shall the number of constructed
structures per acre exceed the overall density per acre established in the Zoning District, nor exceed
any established open space or recreation development schedule.

Development Timing -
Significant physical construction and development shall begin within twelve (12) months from the
approval of the PUD.

Three (3) years from PUD approval, construction shall be completed, or completed in accordance
with the approved staging schedule.

Upon showing of good cause, these development timing restrictions may be extended for a period
of one (1) year.

If the PUD developer fails to comply with these requirements, the Morton Township Board of
Trustees may take action to modify or revoke the PUD Special Use Permit.

Amendments -

Minor changes in the location, sitting or character of building and structures may be authorized by
the Zoning Administrator, if required by engineering or other required circumstances not foreseen
at the time the final development plan was approved.

No changes so authorized may cause a change in the use, character, or intent of the development;
an increase in the intensity of use; changes in the overall coverage of structures, or problems of
traffic circulation, utility services or similar services; or a reduction in the approved open space,
off-street parking and loading space, or pavement width requirements.

All other changes in use; rearrangement of lots, blocks or building tracts; or any changes other
than listed above must be approved by the Morton Township Board.

Any changes which are approved must be recorded as amendments, in accordance with the
procedures established for the recording of the initial final development plan.

Interpretation. No other Morton Township Ordinances shall be interpreted and applied to reduce

or negate the standards of the Morton Township Zoning Ordinance as applied to any Planned Unit
Development.
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7. No rezoning. The approval of a PUD shall not constitute rezoning of the land within the PUD.

8. Approved uses. Only the uses specified in the approved PUD shall be permitted. No other use
is permitted except by modification, submittal, review, and approval of the PUD by the Planning
Commission and the Morton Township Board of Trustees.

9. Review and enforcement. Each PUD shall be reviewed annually by the Zoning Administrator for
compliance with the approved development plan and PUD Special Use Permit. Noncompliance
with the approved development planned and the PUD Special Use Permit may be prosecuted as a
violation of the Zoning Ordinance, enjoined as a nuisance, or relied upon by the Morton Township
Board of Trustees to revoke the PUD Special Use Permit after notice of noncompliance, failure to
correct the noncompliance within sixty (60) days, a hearing and a recommendation by the Planning
Commission to revoke the PUD Special Use Permit.

SECTION5.19 SPECIAL LAND USE PERMITS - GENERAL REGULATIONS

1. Uses requiring Special Land Use Permits are those uses of land which are not essentially
incompatible with the uses permitted in a zoning district; but possess characteristics or locational
qualities which require individual review and restriction in order to avoid incompatibility with the
character of the surrounding area, public services and facilities, and adjacent uses of land.

2. Proposed uses will be evaluated according to their compatibility with the nature, extent and density
of the surrounding area. A Special Land Use Permit must be consistent with the Morton Township
Master Plan and with the intent of the Zoning District in which it is to be located.

3. Special Land Use Permits may be allowed in all zoning districts including R-1 as designated by
this ordinance. They may be granted by the Morton Township Board after a public hearing before
the Planning Commission, and a recommendation from the Planning Commission to the Township
Board.

4. Prior to approval of a special land use permit, the Township Board shall insure that the standards
specified in this Article, as well as, standards established elsewhere in this ordinance shall be
satisfied.

5. Standards - All uses by special land use permit shall comply with each of the following standards:
A. All special land uses shall, at a minimum, be subject to the general regulations for structures,
uses, lots, yards, and vehicles contained in this ordinance, as well as, the specific dimension

and area regulations for lots and structures in the specific zoning district.

B. Greater building setback lines may be required when the lot has more than the minimum lot
area required or when deemed necessary to protect surrounding properties.

C. The Planning Commission may recommend, and the Morton Township Board may require, that
the premises be permanently screened from adjoining or contiguous properties by a wall, fence,
plant screen and/or other approved enclosure when deemed necessary to buffer the special land
use from surrounding uses.
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D. The nature, location and size of the special land use, shall not change the essential character of
the surrounding area, nor disrupt the orderly and proper development of the district as a whole.
The use shall not be in conflict with, or discourage the principal permitted uses of, the adjacent
or neighboring lands or buildings.

E. The special land use shall not diminish the value of the land, buildings, or structures in the
neighborhood; and shall represent an improvement to the property under consideration.

F. The special land use shall not increase traffic hazards or cause congestion on the public
highways or streets of the area. Adequate access to the parcel shall be furnished.

G. The water supply and sewage disposal system shall be adequate for the proposed special land
use, however, the use shall not overburden any existing services or facilities.

H. Uses by special land use permit shall not be significantly more objectionable to nearby
properties by reason of traffic, noise, vibrations, dust, fumes, odor, smoke, glare, flashing
lights, or disposal of waste than the operation of any principal permitted use, nor shall the use
increase hazards from fire or other dangers to either the property or adjacent property.

I. The special land use shall be consistent with the intent and purpose of this ordinance and
conformance with the intent of the Morton Township Master Plan and shall protect the public
health, safety and general welfare.

5.19.1 PROCEDURE

1. The owner of the property or his agent shall file an application for a Special Land Use Permit. The
application shall be accompanied by a site plan prepared in accordance with Article 6, and a
statement with regard to compliance with the requirements of this Article and any other provision
of this ordinance.

2. Application shall be submitted through the Zoning Administrator to the Planning Commission
which shall hold a public hearing in accordance with Section 13.0. Within a reasonable time
following the hearing, not to exceed forty-five (45) days, the Planning Commission shall
communicate to the Township Board of Trustees in writing, its
recommendations to grant or deny the requested special use permit, and may recommend
conditions for permit approval necessary to insure compliance with the standards contained in this
Ordinance.

Such conditions, if imposed by the Township Planning Commission, shall be considered an
integral part of the special land use permit and shall be enforced by the Zoning Administrator
and/or Ordinance Enforcement Officer. The Morton Township Board of Trustees shall grant or
deny the application for a Special Land Use Permit.

3. Approval of a Special Land Use Permit shall be valid regardless of change of ownership, provided

that all terms and conditions of the permit are met by any subsequent owners. Special Land Use
Permits shall be reviewed annually by the Zoning Administrator.
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4. In instances where development authorized by a special land use permit has essentially changed in
nature, extent, or character or has not substantially commenced within one year from date of
issuance, the Zoning Administrator shall send a letter to the applicant requesting a response within
30 days clearly stating the applicant’s intentions. If no response is received within the allotted time
period, or the response provides an indication that there has been a violation in the provisions of
the Special Land Use Permit, the Zoning Administrator shall recommend the Planning
Commission conduct a public hearing in accordance with Section 13.0 to review the Special Use
Permit, and to determine if: a) the Planning Commission should recommend to the Township
Board that the Special Land Use be declared null and void, or b) be granted an extension.
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ARTICLE 6 SITE PLAN REVIEW

SECTION 6.0 INTENT
An approved site plan, which includes those documents and drawings specified in this section are
necessary to ensure that the proposed land use or activity is in compliance with this ordinance.

The Site Plan shall be required prior to receiving Zoning Review and other township authority to use,
erect or enlarge any structure.

Further, no use shall be undertaken or carried on and no structure shall be constructed, enlarged or
improved except, as shown upon an approved site plan.

SECTION 6.1 CLASS "A" SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS

A Class "A" Site Plan shall be required for the following structures: all single family, two family,
mobile homes and any customary accessory uses; other nonresidential structures, which are similar to
one- and two-family residential uses when considering floor area, solid waste loads, water use, traffic
congestion, noise, smoke, odor and construction costs.

This site plan shall include a sketch plan with accurate dimensions showing:

1. The lot, with a legal description.

2. Location of existing or proposed buildings and structures.

3. Location of existing or proposed public and private roads and rights-of-way, parking areas, and
walkways.

4. Location of existing or proposed public utility systems and/or private sewage systems and wells or
water supply source.

5. Existing natural or man-made features such as: wood lots, streams, lakes, and ponds.

6. A description of any changes in grade or drainage systems, excepting those changes to
accommodate basement and driveway grading. When development occurs within 500 feet of a
watercourse, all grade changes shall be shown in conformance with the County Drain
Commissioner's requirements.

7. Use of adjacent properties.

8. Any other information necessary to establish compliance with this ordinance and any other
ordinances applicable.
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SECTION 6.2 CLASS "B" SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS
A Class "B" Site Plan shall be required for all other uses and structures, including activities in Districts
C-1, C-2, C-3, |, Planned Unit Developments, all special uses, and all multifamily uses.

This site plan shall be drawn to a scale not smaller than 40 feet to the inch, certified by a licensed
architect, a registered land surveyor or professional engineer.

A Class "B" Site Plan shall show the following:

1.

The boundary lines of the area included in the Site Plan including angles, dimensions, and
reference to a section corner, quarter corner, or point on a recorded plat, an arrow pointing north,
and the lot area of the land included in the site plan.

Existing and proposed grades and drainage systems and structures with topographic contours at
intervals not exceeding five feet.

The shape, size, location, height, and floor area of all structures, the floor area for the finished
ground and basement floor grades.

Natural features such as wood lots, streams and lakes or ponds, and man-made features such as
existing roads and structures, with indication as to which are to be retained and which are to be
removed or altered. Future landscaping designs shall also be indicated.

Drainage - All site plans shall indicate that all surface water runoff from the site shall be drained to
established or maintained public drainage ways or a properly designed (capable of withstanding a
50-year storm or flood) private drainage retention basins on the site or accessible thereto.

Proposed street, driveways, parking spaces, loading spaces, and sidewalks and the total number of
parking spaces shall be shown.

. The size and location of all existing and proposed public and private utilities including private

sewage systems, wells or water sources.
A vicinity sketch showing the location of the site in relation to the surrounding street system.

A legal description of the lot; the name, address, and telephone number of the owner, developer,
and designer.

10. Any other information necessary to establish compliance with this and other ordinances.
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SECTION 6.3 REVIEW PROCEDURE

1. Upon receipt of a Class "A" Site Plan, the Zoning Administrator shall review it to determine
whether it is in proper form, contains all of the required information and shows compliance with
this and all other ordinances of Morton Township.

The Zoning Administrator shall do an onsite inspection before issuing any permit, upon notice of
property having been staked.

Upon request by the proprietor of the site plan, the Zoning Administrator shall, within ten (10)
business days, approve the plan or deny approval in writing.

2. Upon receipt of a Class "B" Site Plan, the Zoning Administrator shall review the plan to determine
whether it is in proper form, contains all of the required information, shows compliance with this
and all other ordinances of Morton Township and then forward the site plan to the Planning
Commission for their review.

In instances where substantially identical structures with substantially identical intended uses are to
be constructed on already developed properties where class B site plans have previously been
provided and approved, need not come before the Planning Commission but can be approved by
the Zoning Ordinance Administrator provided all Morton Township requirements have been met.
All actions of the Planning Commission shall be in writing.

3. A denial of any site plan shall set forth in detail the reasons, which shall be limited to any defect in
form or required information, any violation or inadequacy of any utility, facility or structure.

The proprietor may appeal any denial to the Zoning Board of Appeals.

4. Any approval of a Class “A” or Class “B” Site Plan shall be null & void one (1) year from the date
approval is given unless the work authorized is substantially commenced within the year.

31



01/10/2023 ZONING ORDINANCE

ARTICLE 7 GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 7.0 HOME OCCUPATIONS
HOME OCCUPATIONS, as defined in Section 10.1, shall be allowed in residential R1, R2, R3 and
agricultural A-2 districts provided the following conditions are met:

In R1, R2, R3 Districts

1. The use of the dwelling unit for the home occupation shall be clearly incidental and subordinate to
its use for residential purpose by its occupants and employing the inhabitants thereof; not within
any detached garage or accessory building.

2. There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the building or premises, or other visible
evidence of the conduct of such home occupation.

However, one sign not exceeding four square feet in area shall be permitted provided it is
non-illuminated and mounted flat against the wall of the main building.

No machinery, equipment or related merchandise will be permitted to be stored outside.
In A-2 Districts

1. In agricultural districts, 50 percent of the floor area of the principal dwelling may be used for a
home occupation, or in an accessory building to the principal dwelling.

2. A non-illuminated sign announcing a home occupation or service offered on the premises provided
that such sign shall not exceed 16 square feet and placed no nearer than 10 feet to any property
line.

In All Permitted Districts

1. No traffic shall be generated by such home occupation in greater volumes than would normally
be expected in a residential neighborhood (up to 12 trips per day).

Any need for parking generated by the conduct of such home occupation shall be met off the street
and in an approved parking area.

No more than three off-street parking spaces may be permitted in residential districts.

2. No equipment or process shall be used in such home occupation which creates noise, vibration,
glare, fumes, odor or electrical interference detectable to the normal senses off the premises, if the
occupation is conducted in a single-family residential dwelling zoned R-1, R-2, R-3, or outside the
dwelling unit if conducted in an agricultural A-2 zoned district.

In the case of electrical interference, no equipment or process shall be used which creates visual or
audible interference in any radio or television off the premises, or causes fluctuation in line voltage
off the premises.

3. Home occupations such as, but not limited to family day care centers, hair dressers, CPA's,
computer programming, arts, and crafts sales, insurance sales, real estate professionals, lawyers,
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professionals in the medical field, and other professional offices providing a service, shall be
permitted provided they meet all of the provisions of this Ordinance.

4. A Home Occupation Permit will be required.
Application shall be made to the Planning Commission, and upon approval, shall be subject to an
annual inspection by the Zoning Administrator.

This permit may be revoked by the order of the Planning Commission whenever the applicant fails
to comply with the rules and regulations of this Ordinance.

SECTION 7.1 FENCES

Note: This Section does not apply to fences in Al or A2 Districts.

DEFINITIONS:

DECORATIVE PRIVACY FENCE

An opaque or mostly opaque fence that has some architectural or 3-dimensional detail to it; excluding
flat plywood type panels or commonly used roofing type materials, constructed to obstruct views
across the fence line or as a wind break.

FENCES OR WALLS

Upright structures or barriers of wood, stone, brick, metal, plastic, rails, posts, wire mesh, etc. designed
to enclose, protect, divide, confine, or define a boundary.

All fences of any nature, type or description located in the Township of Morton shall conform to the
following regulations:

A. The erection, construction, or alteration of any fence, wall, or other type of protective barrier shall
be approved and a permit issued by the Zoning Administrator as to their conformance to the
requirements of this section.

1. Fences shall not be constructed within the road right-of-way, across alleys, streams, rivers,
lakes or creeks.

2. In R1, R2 and R3 Districts only fences of living shrubs, chain link, wrought iron, and wood or
plastic fences of corral, picket or decorative privacy fences will be permitted.

3. In C1, C2, C3 and I, the Planning Commission may require, in addition to fence, natural
screening to protect adjacent properties, as per Section 5.17 of the Morton Township Zoning
Ordinance.

4. In R1, R2, R3, and R4 Districts, the fence height maximum shall be 6 feet.

5. InC1, C2, C3 and I Districts, the fence height maximum shall be 10 feet.
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SECTION 7.2 DOCKS

1. Number of docks permitted (Applicable to All Zoning Districts)
No more than one (1) dock can be placed on any lot whose water frontage is 100 feet or less, and
then no more than one (1) dock for each additional 100 feet of water frontage within the same lot.

2. Maximum length of a dock on a public lake
No dock shall extend into Blue Lake, Round Lake, Lake Mecosta or School Section Lake, a
distance greater than fifty (50°) feet, including boat wells. However, all docks and boat wells in
existence and in location and which exceed this length are permitted to remain in place. No
permanent, roofed structures are allowed on boat docks or boat wells.

SECTION 7.3 SIGNS

1. Intent and Purpose
A. This Article is intended to protect and further the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of
the Township of Morton; to further the intent of the Township of Morton Zoning Ordinance
and its Zoning Districts; to prevent traffic hazards; to provide safer conditions for pedestrians;
to improve community appearance; and to promote economic development by regulating the
construction, alteration, repair, maintenance, size, location and number of signs.

B. When more restrictive with respect to location, use, size, height or other requirements relating
to structural safety, the provisions of the Building Code that Morton Township adopts shall

take precedence over this Article.

C. Scope
1. A sign erection permit shall be required for the erection, construction, or alteration of any
sign, except signs of a temporary nature as specified hereinafter, but not limited to:

A.Name Plates

B. Existing signs that may be changed or altered so long as none of the provisions of the
Zoning Ordinance are violated, and no non-conformity is increased or enlarged.

C. Signs required by Federal or State agencies in connection with Federal or State Grant
Projects and Programs.

D. Signs that have been approved in conjunction with a valid zoning permit for any
principal use or accessory use in connection with a Plot Plan or Site Plan.

E. Non-advertising signs exclusively devoted to controlling property access (no trespassing,
private property, keep out, no hunting, etc.) provided the sign does not exceed a total
area of two (2) square feet.

F. Temporary real estate signs, not exceeding ten (10) square feet, on individual lots in
platted one family residential subdivisions advertising a premises as being for lease, rent
or sale.

2. As of the effective date of Section 7.3 Signs, the Planning Commission will not allow any
new billboard permits to be issued.

2. Definitions

The following words and phrases shall be interpreted and construed in accordance with the
definitions delineated herewith.
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Animated Sign: A sign other than an electronic message sign, whereby the sign itself or the
information conveyed incorporates or involves action, motion, or the appearance of action or
motion; such as flashing lights, color changes, moving parts, reflective materials, scrolling
messages, or video-like features.

Awning or Canopy: A retractable or fixed shelter constructed of material on a supporting
framework that projects from the exterior wall of a building.

Awning or Canopy Sign: A sign fixed to or integral with the surface of an awning or canopy.
Balloon Sign: A sign composed of an inflatable, non-porous bag.

Banner Sign: A fabric, plastic, or other sign made of non-rigid material without an enclosing
structural framework.

Billboard: A sign which contains a message or advertises an establishment, product, service, space
or activity not available on the lot on which the sign is located and exceeds thirty-two (32) square
feet of each sign face.

Building Code: The current code or codes in effect in the Township which governs the erection,
alteration, maintenance and removal of structures; including all signs not specifically exempted
from the provisions thereof.

Canopy: Refer to awning or canopy definition.

Construction Sign: A sign which identifies the owners, financiers, contractors, architects,
engineers or tenants of a project under construction.

Directional sign: A sign which gives directions or instructions for the use on the lot on which the
sign is located, such as parking or exit and entrance signs.

Electronic Message Signs: Any sign which is a video terminal or is electronically changeable in
which sign copy or portions of the copy change at regular intervals without human intervention
except to input the copy and set the interval of change. This is different from an animated sign due
to only copy changing in a sequence and constant light brightness.

Essential Services: Equipment and accessories reasonably necessary for the furnishing of utility
service or for the public health, safety, or general welfare by public utilities or municipal
departments and commissions.

Freestanding Sign: A permanent sign which is not attached to a building.

Government Sign: A temporary or permanent sign erected by the Township of Morton, Village
of Mecosta, Mecosta County, or the State or Federal Government including temporary signs as
necessary in conjunction with the improvement of public infrastructure.

Grade: Refers to Natural Grade: the elevation of the ground level in its natural state, before

construction, filling or excavation. Used in this fashion, it is most often expressed in feet above
sea level.

35



01/10/2023 ZONING ORDINANCE

Marquee: A permanent structure constructed of rigid materials that projects from the exterior
wall of a building.

Marquee Sign: A sign fixed flat against the surface of the marquee.

Mural: A design or representation painted or drawn on a wall which does not contain
promotional or commercial advertising.

Off-Premises Advertising Sign: A sign which contains a message or advertising an establishment,
product, service, space or activity not available on the lot on which the sign is located, and does not
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of each sign face.

Placard: A sign which provides notices of a public nature, such as “No Trespassing” or “No
Hunting” signs.

Permanent Sign: A sign which has a permanent location on the ground, or which is attached to a
structure having a permanent location, and which meets the structural requirements for signs as
established in the Building Code.

Political Sign: A temporary sign used in connection with an official Morton Township, school
district, county, state, or federal election or referendum.

Projecting Sign: A double-faced sign attached to a building or wall.
Reader Board: A portion of a sign on which copy is manually changed.

Real Estate Sign: A sign advertising the real estate upon which the sign is located as being for
sale, rent, or lease.

Roof Line: The eaves line of a roof or building parapet, whichever is higher, but excluding any
cupolas, chimneys, or other minor projections.

Roof Sign: A sign erected above the roof line of a building.

Sign: A device, structure, fixture, or placard using graphics, symbols, and/or written copy
designed specifically for the purpose of advertising or identifying an establishment, product,
service, or activity provided on the site on which the sign is located.

Sign Face: The section of a billboard or off-premises advertising sign that displays a message or
messages facing in one direction. It shall include the entire area of the portion of the billboard or
off-premises advertising sign that is above the supporting pole(s) and any other part that displays
a message.

Temporary Sign: A sign intended for a limited period of display.

Tourist-oriented Directional Sign: A sign used to provide motorists with advance notice of a lawful
cultural, historical, recreational, educational, or commercial activity that is annually attended by
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2,000 or more people and for which a major portion of the activity’s income or visitors are derived
during the normal business season for motorists not residing in the immediate area of the activity.

Wall Sign: A single faced sign painted or attached directly to and parallel to the exterior wall or
door of a building.

Window Sign: A sign placed on the inside of a window and intended to be viewed from the outside.

3. General Sign Provisions
A. Any sign and supporting structure (other than a billboard or off-premises advertising sign)
which for a period of sixty (60) days no longer advertises or identifies a bona fide business
conducted or product sold shall be removed by the owner, agent, or person having the
beneficial use of the building, structure, or property upon which such sign is located, within
thirty (30) days of receipt of written notice by the Building Official or Zoning Administrator.

B. No light pole, utility pole, or other supporting member of a building or property shall be used
for the placement of any sign unless the owner of the pole or supporting member has given
permission for such use and the sign conforms to all requirements of this Article.

C. Except for signs for home occupations, a sign may be internally or externally illuminated.
If externally illuminated, the source of the light shall be enclosed and directed to prevent the
source of light from shining directly onto traffic or residential property.

D. A sign accessory to a nonconforming use or structure shall conform to the provisions of the

zone district in which the nonconforming use or structure is located. Any addition that is
attached to the sign other than the verbiage, may protrude to the front, back, top, bottom or
sides, but must be included in the measurements of the sign.

E. Painted or paper-faced signs shall be maintained free of peeling paint or paper, sun fading,
staining, rust, or other conditions which impair the legibility or intelligibility of such sign.

F. Any signs permitted by the provisions of this Article, including all supports, braces, guys and
anchors shall be maintained in conformance with this Article and in such a manner so as to not
cause a hazard to the public.

G. Signs shall not be placed in, upon, or over any public right-of-way, alley, or other public place,
except as may be otherwise permitted by this Article and unless a revocable license is
approved by the Township Board.

H. Reader boards are permitted on a wall or as a freestanding sign but not at both sign locations
at one business, property, address or location.

I.  Any sign not resting directly on the ground, exceeding ten (10) square feet and set back less

than thirty (30) feet from the public right-of-way, shall maintain a minimum clear space of
eight (8) feet from the bottom of the sign to the ground, except in commercial districts.
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J. Awning, canopy, marquee signs or projecting signs which extend over the township right-of-
way shall maintain a clear space of eight (8) feet from the bottom of the awning, canopy, or
marquee to the grade. In the event the awning, canopy marquee or projecting sign extends over
the Township right-of-way, a revocable license from the Township Board is necessary prior to
receiving a permit.

K. All signs shall comply with the Building and Electrical Codes of the Township of Morton.
Underground wiring shall be required for all illuminated signs, or signs requiring electrical
connections except for permitted temporary signs.

L. Inkeeping with Morton Township’s goal to stimulate economic growth, it may be necessary to
accommodate commercial signage modifications. Consideration for sign size increase will be
submitted for review by the Planning Commission for commercial and agricultural zoned
areas with buildings greater than 12,000 SF. Each case would have to be justified and
approved by the Planning Commission for an increase in size other than prescribed by Section
7.3.11, regulations for on premise signs.

4. Sign Prohibitions
A. Strings of light bulbs, pennants, streamers, banners, or flags (other than those of a
governmental nature not used for the purpose of commercial advertisement) are prohibited,
except as permitted in Sections 7.3.12, 7.3.13, and 7.3.18 as temporary signs for promotions.

B. Signs, including reader boards, shall not employ any flashing, moving, oscillating, blinking, or
variable intensity light.

C. Signs shall not contain any moving or animated parts or be designed so as to give the
appearance of movement.

D. Assign shall not be erected in any place where it may, by reason of its position, shape, color, or
other characteristic, interfere with, obstruct the view of, or be confused with any authorized
traffic signs, signal, or device, obstruct traffic visibility, or constitute a nuisance per se.

E. A wall sign shall not extend beyond the edge of the wall to which it is affixed nor extend
above the roof line of the building.

F. Roof signs are not permitted.

G. Balloon signs are prohibited except as permitted by application to the Planning Commission
for use as a temporary sign for promotions for a period not to exceed 15 days.

H. Any vehicle (including trailers) which has the primary function of acting as a sign, shall not be
permitted. This does not apply to any vehicle, trailer, or other similar items that are parked or
stored within a designated (dba) commercial storage facility.

I.  Any sign which is not specifically permitted by or does not conform to the provisions of this
Article, is prohibited.
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5. Units of Measurement

A. The area of a sign shall be measured as the area within a single, continuous perimeter
composed of either the smallest square, rectangle, or circle which encloses the extreme limits
of writing, representation, emblem, logo, or any other figure of similar character, together with
any frame or other material or color forming an integral part of the display or used to
differentiate the sign from the background against which it is placed, excluding only the
structure necessary to support the sign. Reader boards shall be included in the sign
measurements.

B. The area of a freestanding or projecting sign that has two (2) or more faces shall be measured
by including the area of all sign faces, except if two (2) such faces are placed back-to-back and
are equal size, the area of the two (2) back-to-back shall be counted as one (1) face. If the two
(2) back-to-back faces are unequal in size, the larger of the two (2) sign faces shall be counted
as the one (1) face.

C. The height of the sign shall be measured as the vertical distance from the highest point of the
sign to the original grade of the ground immediately beneath the sign.

D. Any addition that is attached to the sign other than the verbiage, which may protrude to the
front, back, top, bottom or sides must be included in the measurements of the sign.

6. Nonconforming Signs
A. Every permanent legally existing sign which does not conform to the height, size, area, or
location requirements of this Article as of the date of the adoption of this ordinance, is hereby
deemed to be nonconforming

B. Nonconforming signs may not be expanded, enlarged, extended or relocated, however; said
signs may be maintained and repaired so as to continue the useful life of the sign.

C. For purposes of this Section, a nonconforming sign may be diminished in size or dimension or
the copy of the sign amended or changed without jeopardizing the privilege of nonconforming
use.

D. Any nonconforming sign, sign structure, or frame substantially destroyed by fire or other
casualty loss shall not be restored or rebuilt.

E. When a nonconforming sign or portion thereof is removed, it shall be replaced only with a
sign that conforms with all requirements of the Zoning District within which the property is
located. A sign which may be removed for maintenance or repair purposes in accordance with
Section 7.3.6(b) following a permit from the Building Official or Zoning Administrator or
authorized representative that the sign, of the same size, width and height, would be reinstalled
within ninety (90) days of removal or the right of nonconforming use shall be deemed
abandoned.

7. Removal of Unsafe or Unlawful Signs
A. If the Building Official and/or Zoning Administrator or their authorized representative
determines that any sign regulated by this Article is unsafe or constitutes a hazard to the
public, such as obstructing vision of vehicle drivers or pedestrians, or has been constructed,
erected or maintained in violation of the provisions of this Article, the Official or Inspector
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may remove the sign or require its immediate removal. Failure to comply with a notice of
violation by the Official or Control Manager shall be deemed a misdemeanor or nuisance per
se.

B. Any sign placed or erected in a public street, alley, or right-of-way, or other public place,
which is not specifically permitted in such place, shall be deemed an unlawful sign and the
department of the Township having jurisdiction over the maintenance of such public place
shall remove such sign. Such removal may be without written or other notice to the owner,
lessee or person of the property adjacent to the public street, alley or right-of-way, or other
public place upon which such sign is located.

8. Sign Permits
A. No person shall erect, alter, place or permit to be placed, or replace any sign structure, except
as provided herein, without first obtaining a permit as required.

B. Sign Erectors Licensing: No person shall erect or place on any property any sign which has a
maximum vertical height greater than the horizontal distance from any portion of the sign to
any property line of the property, unless such person has obtained a sign erector’s license as
provided herein. Any person desiring a sign erector’s license shall make written application to
the Township Clerk, on forms prescribed by the Clerk, and shall pay the fee as established by
the Township Board.

C. Before a sign erector’s license shall be issued, the applicant shall file with the Township Clerk
evidence satisfactory to the township that public liability and property damage insurance has
been obtained under which the applicant and the township are coinsured with respect to any
personal injury or property damage arising out of any act done or negligence committed while
acting under any license permit, whether such act or negligence be of the licensee or
subcontractor of the licensee, or any other person who may be performing any act under or in
accordance with the authority granted by such license or permit. Such policies of insurance
shall insure both the applicant and the Township against loss or damage to any person or
property as a result of the acts or omissions of the licensee.

Such insurance shall be a minimum of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00), or as directed by
the Morton Township Board, from an insurer approved by the Commissioner of Insurance of
the State. Every policy of insurance required by this section shall bear an endorsement to the
effect that the insurer shall notify the licensee and the Township in writing at least ten (10)
days prior to the expiration of such policy.

D. If the licensee shall at any time fail to comply with the provisions of the Article or shall fail to
comply with any written directions of the Building Official and Zoning Administrator, based
upon the provisions of this Article, the Building Official and Zoning Administrator or
authorized representative may proceed with legal action to suspend or revoke the license.

9. Exempt Signs: The following signs are exempt from the regulations of this Article regarding
permits.

No sign may be placed in the road right-of-way and any sign over 6 ft in height must be set back
from the road right-of-way equal distance to the height of the sign. All signs must have a side yard
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setback of 10 feet. Any person adversely affected by the provisions of this article may apply for a
variance from the Zoning Administrator.

On Premise Signs

Guidelines/Restrictions

Government Signs

No Restrictions.

Highway and Traffic Signs

Erected by a state, county or municipal road agency
identifying streets or highways, giving directions to streets or
places of interest or establishing restrictions or conditions of
use for street or highways. This exemption shall further
include such signs authorized by a road agency in conjunction
with street or utility construction projects denoting detours or
identifying access to business or industrial areas or sites when
normal access is disrupted by such construction.

Tourist-Oriented Directional
Sign

Provided such signs are otherwise permitted by the Michigan
Department of Transportation pursuant to PA 299 of 1996, as
amended and permitted with the jurisdictional boundaries of
the Village of Mecosta as provided by and pursuant to MCL
247.403(7).

Historical Markers

Under authority of local, state, or federal government.

Window Signs No Restrictions.

Essential Service Signs No Restrictions.

Placards Not to exceed two (2) square feet.

Flags Any nation, state, municipality, educational institution,

college, or university.

Handicap Sign

International symbol of accessibility or van accessible logo for
such designation.

On or Off Premise Signs

Guidelines/Restrictions

Light Strings

Permitted during November and December for activities
associated with holiday sales or events.

Temporary signs for holidays,
special events, business
openings or events, community
events, public demonstrations,
promotion of civic welfare, or
charitable purposes

2’ x 2’ maximum size, date of event must be on sign,
placement limited to 14 days. Date sign is placed must be on
sign, cannot be within public road right of way, elevation at
top of sign must be no more than 6 above grade. Sign cannot
be illuminated or use an electronic message board.

Temporary signs for garage,
yard sales or similar sales or
events, and basement sale signs

2’ x 2 maximum size, date of event must be on sign,
placement limited to 14 days. Date sign is placed must be on
sign, cannot be within public road right of way, elevation at
top of sign must be no more than 6’ above grade. Sign cannot
be illuminated or use an electronic message board. Must be
removed within 48 hours of conclusion of the sale. For
residential properties in any zoning district.

Church, nonprofit, educational
institutions

One (1) onsite temporary sign provided that the sign be
displayed no more than two (2) weeks prior to a specific event
and must be removed within forty-eight (48) hours of the
conclusion of the event or activity. 32 sf maximum size.
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On Premise Signs Guidelines/Restrictions
Fabric Umbrella Signage or advertising that is integrated into the fabric to
provide shade or cover to customers at a dining table within an
approved outdoor dining area in conjunction with a licensed
food service establishment.

10. Temporary Political, Real Estate, Construction, and Directional Signs
The following signs shall not require a building permit but shall comply in all other respects with
the regulations set forth herein:

A. Political signs are subject to the following provisions:

1. Political signs shall be no larger than six (6) square feet in residential zone districts and no
larger than thirty-two (32) square feet in nonresidential zone districts.

2. Political signs shall be placed only on private property with the permission of the property
owner, not in the right-of-way.

3. Political signs shall be no higher than six (6) feet from the grade.

4. Political signs shall not obstruct visibility at road intersections.

5. Political signs shall be removed within ten (10) days after the official election to which a
sign pertains.

B. Real estate signs are subject to the following provisions:
1. Real estate signs shall be no larger than ten (10) square feet in residential zone districts and
no larger than thirty-two (32) square feet in nonresidential zone districts.
2. Real estate signs shall be placed only on private property with the permission of the
property owner, not in the right-of-way.
3. Real estate signs shall be removed within thirty (30) days after closing of the sale or lease
of the property.
4. The entire height of real estate signs shall be no higher than six (6) feet from the grade.
One (1) real estate sign per street frontage except during the period an open house is
conducted, wherein signs directing traffic to the open house are permitted.
6. Real estate signs announcing the sale of properties within a subdivision provided that such
signs do not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area; and that the signs be removed at
such time as seventy-five (75) percent or more of the lots in such subdivision are sold.

o1

C. Construction signs are permitted within any Zoning District subject to the following provisions:
1. Construction signs shall not be erected until a building permit has been issued for the
project which is the subject of the proposed sign, and construction has begun.
2. Construction signs shall be removed immediately upon the issuance of any occupancy
permit or completion of the structure(s) or facility which is the subject of the sign.
3. Construction signs shall not exceed the maximum size for the type of sign in the zoning
district in which they are located.

D. Directional signs are permitted subject to the following provisions:
1. Directional signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area and six (6) feet in height.
2. Directional signs shall be limited to the identification of functions such as traffic control,
loading areas, employment office.
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11. Regulations for on premises signs for Residential, Agricultural, Industrial, & Commercial Zone
Districts. Permits are required.

Zoning . . Size . .
District Sign Type Quantity Sq Ft Location Restrictions
No sign may be
Residential p!aced in the road Six (6) or more
L right-of-way and R .
& 2 per subdivision, : . residential units,
Agricultural park, multi-family any sign over 6 ft in schools, churches, etc
Free Standing ' 32 SF* height must be set ' T
R-1, R-2, complex, school, back from the road
R-3, R-4 church, etc. - Height — six (6) feet
right-of-way equal
A-1, A-2 : from grade max
distance to the
height of the sign.
. Wall of structure —
Wall Signs 1 per lot 4 SF Face the road
Multi —Family
. Wall of structure —
Wall Signs 1 per street frontage 12 SF Face the road
Bed & Breakfast
No sign may be
placed in the road
right-of-way and
Limit one (1) or the any sign over 6 ftin .
Free Standing other 4 SF height must be set S'gnSf?é::t rilr?thtgi e;:tc eed
1 identifying sign back from the road 9
right-of-way equal
distance to the
height of the sign.
Limit one (1) or the .
Wall Signs other 6 SF F::;Z%?}'g:t
1 identifying sign
Commercial
Drive thru
- Restaurants
Menu Signs 1 per parcel or lot 30 SE No? visible from Speakers dlrgcted_ away
right of way from any residential use
c1c2c3 | opecial&
Promotions
No sign may be
placed in the road
right-of-way and
. any sign over 6 ft in
Temporary / Sam_e As ot_her_Slgns height must be set 14-day limit
Banners in the district
back from the road
right-of-way equal
distance to the
height of the sign.
0,
. 1/ frontage of road See Not more than 12in 10% O.f the wa!l area to
Wall Signs . o which the sign is
or parking lot Restrictions from wall
attached
General Use
1/ tenant per . 10% of the wall area to
Wall Signs frontage road or S_ee_ Not more than 12in which the sign is
) Restrictions from wall
parking lot attached
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5?5?:»?& Sign Type Quantity SSC;ZIS,[ Location Restrictions
No sign may be
placed in the road
right-of-way and
. any sign over 6 ftin | Height: Ten(10) ft from
C—l(CC;;]Zt )C 3 Free;tizr:]dmg 1/ lot or parcel 32 SF* height must be set | the road grade closest to
' back from the road the sign structure.
right-of-way equal
distance to the
height of the sign.
*Consideration for sign increase for commercial & agricultural zoned areas with buildings greater than
12,000 ft shall be submitted to the Planning Commission for approval. See Section 7.3.3L
General Use
Awning Sign
Including: 1/ buildi See Cohpy ml]iSt be:leﬁcto 1SqgFt per linear foot of
Canopy & uriding Restrictions the sur ace o the street front.
awning.
Marquee
o _ 1 facing road / See Max of 36in from 10% o_f the Wa!l area to
Projecting Sign parking lot Restrictions Warl(l).oy(;)rts\fgsond Whlgt;t;ge];égn is
8ft clearance from
Projecting Sign 1 facing road / 6 SE Per 25 ft of store sidewalk. Below
Multi-tenants parking lot front or 1/ tenant second floor window.
Industrial
Special &
1-1 .
Promotions
No sign may be
placed in the road
right-of-way and
. any sign over 6 ft in
Temporary / Sam_e As ot_her.Slgns hZigh% must be set 14-day limit
Banners in the district back from the road
right-of-way equal
distance to the
height of the sign.
General Use
No sign may be
placed in the road
right-of-way and
any sign over 6 ftin | Height: Ten(10) ft from
Freestanding 1/ lot or parcel 32 SF height must be set | the road grade closest to
back from the road the sign structure.
right-of-way equal
distance to the
height of the sign.
Awning Signs
Including: 1/ buildi See Cohpy ml;St be;‘lar;[ 0 1SqFt per linear foot of
Canopy & uriding Restrictions the surtace of the street front.
awning.
Marquee
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12. Electronic Message Signs.

élosrt]ll’?gc Quantity SSqIZISt Location Restrictions
All 1 per road Minimum 30ft | Permitted as on-premises sign only. Only on the parcel which
Districts frontage or | 32SF | fromtheroad | contains the advertised entity.
Except corner lot Right-of-way | The lighted sign face must not face closer than 400ft from a
Residential residential use.

May not contain any flashing lighting.

Must not change sign copy more than once every 5 seconds.
Other than changing sign copy; action, mation or the appearance
of action or motion is prohibited.

No more than 4 lines of variable sign copy.

13. Adverse Impact of Article
Any person adversely affected by the provisions of the Article, with the exception of those
provisions contained in this Article relating to licensing and permits, may apply for a variance.

14. Billboards and Off-Premises Advertising Signs, Requirements
A. This section is adopted for the following general purposes:

1. To promote traffic safety in the Township of Morton;

2. To protect public and private investment and property values in buildings, land
development, and open land in the Township of Morton;

3. To prevent obstruction of light and sunshine; and

4. To limit the adverse impact that would be caused by a proliferation of billboards and off-
premises advertising signs and resulting visual pollution contrary to the Master Plan
adopted by the Township of Morton and protect the public health, safety and general
welfare.

B. Based on the Planning Commission’s recommendation made after it conducted a public
hearing on the regulations set forth in this Section and after it received reports from the
Township’s staff concerning the proposed ordinance, the Township Board determined that:

1. Billboards or off-premises advertising signs are not permitted in the R-1 through R-4
Residential Districts and those portions of the PUD Districts used for residential purposes
in that the advertising activity is commercial in nature. Such activity would be harmful to
property values, aesthetics and the quality of life in residential areas;

2. The limited presence of off-premises advertising signs is compatible only in Agricultural,
Commercial and Industrial Districts; subject to spacing and other limitations to promote
traffic safety.

3. The limitations on the number, size, height, setback, and spacing in the proposed ordinance
are necessary based on the volume and nature of traffic patterns in areas where off-premises
advertising signs are allowed, to limit the proliferation of off-premises advertising signs and
to promote the purposes set forth herein;

4. The regulation of off-premises advertising signs is necessary to limit or avoid unduly
distracting motorists and pedestrians; avoid traffic hazards; and avoid reducing the
effectiveness of signs and devices that regulate traffic; to promote signage that is near eye-
level and can be readily viewed from moving vehicles with the least amount of eye
distraction; and otherwise assure the public safety of the community;
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5. The following regulations of off-premises advertising signs are necessary to limit the visual
impact of outdoor advertising signs in the Township; to improve the appearance of the
Township; to enhance the visual quality of new and older business areas; to enhance and
insure the compatibility between outdoor advertising signs and adjacent land uses; to limit
the impact of off-premises advertising signs in terms of the visual sign clutter and confusion
in the community; to ensure appropriate proportional scale with adjacent land uses and
adjacent on-premises signage;

6. Extensive construction of off-premises signs is contrary to the Morton Township Master
Plan and represents a form of visual or aesthetic pollution.

C. Each off-premises advertising sign shall be set back at least thirty (30) feet from the public
right-of-way or front yard property line and thirty (30) feet from each side or rear property
line. Billboards or off-premises advertising signs shall also be set back two hundred and fifty
(250) feet from the nearest Residential District, or any PUD used for residential purposes. For
purposes of determining the distance for those setbacks, the distance shall be measured at
ground level directly below the point on the sign nearest to the lot line of the off-premises
advertising sign. Height shall be measured from the road grade level at the point of the road
grade level closest to the off-premises advertising sign up to the highest part of the off-
premises advertising sign structure and be no higher than twenty-five (25) feet.

D. An off-premises advertising sign shall not be constructed closer than one thousand (1,000)
linear feet from another off-premises advertising sign on both sides of the street or highway.
For the purposes of this Section, the linear feet between off-premises signs shall be measured
along the center line of the highway or street right of way from points on the center line which
are directly opposite the center of the bases of those structures being measured and shall apply
to both sides of the street or highway.

E. An off-premises advertising sign shall not have more than one (1) sign face facing in any one
(1) direction.

F. Off-premises advertising signs shall comply with the following requirements:

1. Off-premises advertising signs are subject to all permit requirements for structures under
the provisions of the Building Code that Morton Township adopts and shall be considered a
structure for the purposes of the Building Code that Morton Township adopts, regardless of
how constructed.

2. Off-premises advertising signs shall comply with all other applicable Sections of the
Morton Township Code, including but not limited to, Section 7.3.4. No billboard or off-
premises advertising sign shall have sign faces which change its copy, display, or message
by the use of motorized copy, digital imaging, or other enhancement.

3. No portion of the sign display shall project more than eighteen (18) inches in front of a sign
face.

4. Any extension of the sign face above, below, or to the side of a sign face shall be counted in
the area of the sign face and height of the off-premises advertising sign.

5. No flags shall be affixed to or hung from a billboard or off-premises advertising sign.

G. No permit for an off-premises sign shall be issued until the applicant demonstrates that it
complies with the following requirements:
1. That the applicant owns the lot or has written permission from the property owner to
construct the off-premises advertising sign.
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That the lawful uses of the lot permit its use for an off-premises advertising sign.

3. That lighting of the off-premises advertising sign complies with the standards set forth in
Section 7.3.3(c).

4. That the applicant has supplied a copy of the permit from the State of Michigan pursuant to
the Highway Advertising Act, M.C.L. 252.301, et seq. or proof that it can obtain the permit,
if a permit is required.

5. That the Zoning Administrator or Building Official may demand of the applicant

documentation evidencing compliance with this section.

H. Off-premises advertising signs shall contain advertising limited to one (1) subject or
commercial advertising, per sign face.

I. Off-premises advertising signs shall not be eligible for a special exemption under other
sections of the Zoning Ordinance.

J. The provisions of this Section or of Article 7 shall not be construed to prohibit the owner of a
sign otherwise lawfully constructed or existing under Article 7 to display noncommercial
messages on a sign in C-1 or C-2 Commercial Zone District or the Industrial Zone Districts.

15. Identification
Every sign hereafter erected or reconstructed shall have, in a conspicuous place thereon and in
legible lettering, the date of the erection and permit number.

16. Section A. Validity and Severability. Should any portion of this ordinance be found invalid for any
reason, such holding shall not be construed as affecting the validity of the remaining portions of
this Ordinance.

Section B. Repealer Clause. Any ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and affect.
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SECTION 7.4 OUTDOOR SOLID FUEL HEATING DEVICES

1. Outdoor solid fuel heating devices.
A. Definitions. As used in the section, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

SOLID FUEL HEATING DEVICE - An outdoor device or structure designed for solid fuel
combustion and for the purpose of providing indoor heat, including but not limited to
combination fuel furnaces or boilers which burn solid fuel.

STACK or CHIMNEY - Any vertical structure enclosing a flue or flues that carry off smoke
or exhaust from a solid fuel fired heating device or structure, including that part of the
structure extending above a roof.

B. Allowed material to burn. Only the following materials may be burned in the outdoor solid
fuel heating devises: brush, personal papers, pellets, and clean, untreated and unpainted wood
products.

C. Zoning permit required prior to installation. No outdoor solid fuel heating device shall be
erected within a fifty (50) foot radius of the property lines.

D. Public nuisance. All solid fuel fired heating devices without a stack or chimney extending
four (4) feet above the highest point of any structure within a fifty (50) foot radius of the
heating device and a minimum of 15 feet in height measured from the ground at and on which
the device is located shall be considered a public nuisance within the Township of Morton and
are banned.
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SECTION 7.5 OFF-STREET, PARKING REQUIREMENTS
There shall be provided off-street parking for motor vehicles and the minimum number of parking
spaces to be provided shall be as shown in the following list:

USE

SPACES REQUIRED

Commercial Services

Automobile Repair

2.0 per service bay; 1.0 per each tow/service vehicle; 1.0 per employee

Gas Stations

1.0 per pump and 2.0 per 500 square feet of retail sales space, 1.0 per
employee

Automobile Wash

2.0 stacking spaces per semi- or fully automatic car wash bays. 2.0
stacking spaces per bay for a self-service bay; 1.0 per employee

Barber Shops and Beauty Parlors

1-1/2 per station; 1.0 per employee

Dry Cleaners

3.0 per customer service area; 1.0 per employee

Funeral Parlors

1.0 per employee; 1.0 per funeral vehicle; or 1.0 space per every two
persons of capacity authorized by the Uniform Building Code, etc.,
whichever is greater

Hotels, Motels, and Bed & Breakfast

1.2 per room in addition to spaces required for restaurant facilities

Laundromats/coin operated dry cleaners

1.0 per 2 machines; 1.0 per employee on duty

Roadside Stands

1.0 per 150 square feet of floor/outdoor sales space; minimum of 3

Food and Beverage

Bars, lounges, tavern, nightclubs (majority of sales
consist of alcoholic beverages)

1.0 per two seats; 1.0 per employee based on peak shift

Carry-out restaurant

1.0 per two seats; 1.0 per employee based on peak shift

Coffee house

1.0 per two seats; 1.0 per serving station; 1.0 per employee based on
peak shift

Fast Food take-out establishments and drive-in
restaurants, restaurants and night clubs

1.0 per two seats; 1.0 per employee based on peak shift

Institutional

Auditoriums, assembly halls, and outdoor
arena/stadiums

1.0 per 3 seats; or 1.0 space per every two persons of capacity
authorized by the Uniform Building Code, etc., whichever is greater

Churches and similar places of worship

0.5 times permitted occupancy of the largest room

Community/Senior Centers

1.0 per employee; 0.5 per building occupancy

Convalescent/nursing home

1.0 per three beds or two rooms, whichever is less; 1.0 per each
employee during peak shift

Elderly Housing — Assisted Living

1.0 per four beds; 1.0 per employee based on greatest number of
employees in any one shift

Elderly Housing — Congregate Care

1.0 per two units; 1.0 per employee based on greatest number of
employees in any one shift

Elderly Housing — Independent Living

1.0 per unit; 1.0 per employee based on greatest number of employees
in any one shift

Elementary and junior high schools

1.0 per employee; 1 per each 30 students; in addition to requirements
for auditorium or stadium

Library

1.0 per 300 sq. ft. of floor space

Municipal office buildings

.25 times permitted occupancy; 1.0 per employee; 1.0 per 2 units of
business, 1.0 per 3 seats of maximum allowed occupancy

Museums & galleries

0.5 per 100 sq ft of floor space

Private clubs, lodge halls, union halls, fraternal
orders, civic clubs, and similar

1/3 spaces of maximum occupancy

Rooming houses, convalescent homes, group
homes and group family homes

0.5 times maximum lawful number of occupants

Senior “interim care” and “intermediate care” units

1.0 per each room or two beds, whichever is less; 1.0 space per
employee (peak shift)

Senior high schools, colleges and commercial
schools

1.0 per employee; 1.0 per each 10 students, in addition to the
requirements of the auditorium or stadium, whichever is more.

Senior Independent Housing

1.5 per unit
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USE

SPACES REQUIRED

Office

Banks/ Savings and Loans/Credit Unions

2.0 per teller station; 2.0 per ATM station; 2.0 stacking spaces of each
drive-up window/ATM; 1.0 per employee

Business Office (Insurance, Real Estate, Financial
Planning, etc.

2.0 per potential customer based upon number of servicing employees;
1.0 per employee

Doctor’s and Dentist’s Offices

1.0 per exam/treatment/ procedure room; 1.0 per employee; 2.0 per
treatment specialist

Offices

1 per 300 sq. ft. of floor space

Recreational

Banquet facilities

2.0 per table; 1.0 per employee; or 1.0 space per every two persons of
capacity authorized by the Uniform Building Code, etc., whichever is
greater

Bowling Alleys

5 per lane in addition to spaces required for restaurant facilities

Golf Courses

4.0 per hole; 1.0 per employee

Golf Courses with clubhouse

4.0 per hole; 1.0 per employee; restaurants — per above

Health fitness centers; athletic clubs/ etc. Physical
therapy

1.0 space per every two persons of capacity authorized by the Uniform
Building Code; etc.

Theatres, facilities for spectator sports,
auditoriums, concert halls

0.5 times the maximum occupancy

Residential

Apartments and Townhouses

2 per dwelling unit

Manufactured/Mobile Housing Park

2.0 for each mobile home unit or site and 1.0 for each employee of the
facility

Multiple-Family Residential

1.5 per each efficiency or 1-bedroom dwelling unit, 2.0 spaces per each
unit with 2 or more bedrooms

Single-Family and Two-Family Residential

2 per dwelling unit

Retail

Automobile and Motor cycle sales

1.0 per employee; 2.0 per service/sales station/ area

Furniture, appliance, household equipment carpet
and hardware stores, repair shops, including shoe
repair, contractor’s showrooms and others

0.5 per 100 sq. ft. of floor space

Home improvement /remodeling/etc

1.0 per employee; 2.0 per service station

Retail stores and service establishments

1 per 150 sq. ft. of floor space and outdoor sales space

Shopping Centers

1.0 per 200 sq. ft. of floor space

For uses not specifically listed above the
requirements below are applicable:

Other commercial and industrial uses, warehouses

| .75 times maximum number of employees on premises at any one time.

Where calculation in accordance with the foregoing list results in requiring a fractional space, any
fraction of one-half or more shall require one space.

Required off-street parking shall be provided on the lot to which it pertains. The use of any required
parking space for storage of any motor vehicle for sale, or for any purpose other than the parking of
motor vehicles is prohibited, excluding R-1 and R-2, the following minimum standards shall be
observed in laying out off-street parking facilities:

PARKING ANGLE STALL
IN DEGREES WIDTH
Oto 15 9 ft.
16 to 37 10 ft.
38to 57 10 ft.
58 to 74 10 ft.

AISLE PARKING STALL CURBTO
WIDTH LENGTH CURB
12 ft. 23 ft. 30 ft.
11 ft. 19 ft. 47 ft.
13 ft. 19 ft. 54 ft.
18 ft. 19 ft. 61 ft.
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75 t0 90 10 ft. 24 ft. 19 ft. 63 ft.
There shall be ample space provided for a turn around, so no vehicle backs out into the road right of
way in Districts C-1, C-2, C-3 and Industrial.

SECTION 7.6 WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES

1. Intent and Purpose
A. Purpose
It is the general purpose and intent of Morton Township to carry out the will of the United
States Congress by authorizing the placement and construction of wireless communication
facilities needed to operate wireless communication systems. It also is the purpose of this
section to establish general guidelines for the placement of wireless communication support
structures and antennas which encourages their use in a manner that will retain the integrity of
neighborhoods and the aesthetic quality of the overall community.

More specifically, it is the further purpose and intent of this section to: generally locate
wireless communication support structures in nonresidential areas; minimize the number of
wireless communication support structures throughout the Township; facilitate adequate and
efficient provision of sites for needed facilities; promote the public health, safety and welfare;
minimize the adverse impact of technological obsolescence of wireless communications
facilities; encourage the joint use of existing and new wireless communication support
structure sites; enable wireless communication support structure and antenna users to provide
facilities and services to the Township quickly, efficiently and effectively; and ensure that
facilities are situated in appropriate locations with respect to other land uses, structures and
buildings.

2. Definitions

Wireless Communication Facilities: shall mean and include all structures and accessory facilities
relating to the use of the radio frequency spectrum for the purpose of transmitting or receiving
radio signals. This may include, but shall not be limited to radio towers, television towers,
telephone devices and exchanges, microwave relay towers, telephone transmission equipment
building and commercial mobile radio service facilities. Not included in this definition are: citizen
band radio facilities; short wave facilities; ham, amateur radio facilities; satellite dishes; and
governmental facilities which are subject to state or federal law or regulations which preempt
municipal regulatory authority.

Wireless Communication Facilities: are not Essential Public Services as defined:

The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance by public utilities or Township departments
of the following utilities: gas, overhead or underground electrical, steam, water or sewer for the
purpose of transmission or distribution, collection, communications, supply, or disposal or such
utility services including poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, traffic signals,
hydrants, towers, electrical substations, telephone exchange buildings, and other similar equipment
and accessories in connection therewith reasonably necessary for the furnishing of adequate public
utility service by such public utilities or township for the public health, safety, or general welfare,
but not including buildings other than such as are primarily enclosures or shelters of the above
essential service equipment. This definition shall not include sanitary landfills, recycling centers, or
transfer stations.
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Attached Wireless Communications Facilities: shall mean “wireless communication facilities” that
are affixed to existing structures, such as existing buildings, towers, water tanks, utility poles, and
the like. A wireless communication support structure, proposed to be newly established, shall not
be included within this definition.

Wireless Communication Support Structures: shall mean structures erected or modified to support
wireless communication antennas. Support structures within this definition include, but shall not be
limited to, monopoles, lattice towers, light poles, wood poles and guyed towers, or other structures
which appear to be something other than a mere support structure.

Collocation: for purposes of this Ordinance, shall mean the location by three (3) or more wireless
communication providers of “wireless communication facilities” on a common structure, wireless
communication support structure, or building, with the intention of reducing the overall number of
structures required to support wireless communication antennas within the community.

3. Permitted Wireless Communication Facilities
There are three (3) methods by which Wireless Communication Facilities are permitted within the
Township, as follows:

A. Attached Wireless Communication Facilities are permitted within any zone district subject to
the Planning Commission granting the Class “B” Site Plan Review approval in accordance
with the provisions of Article 6 and provided that all of the requirements of Section 7.6.4 are
satisfied:

1. Wireless Communication Facilities, which are to be located on an existing wireless
communication support structure which was designed for collocation and was previously
approved by the Planning Commission.

2. Wireless Communication Facilities which are to be located on a lawfully existing building
or structure and which will not extend above the highest point of the building or structure
more than thirty (30) feet or fifty percent (50%) of the height of the existing building or
structure, whichever is less.

B. Wireless Communication Facilities are permitted as a principal or accessory use within any
A-1, A-2, or Industrial Zone District, subject to the issuance of a Special Use Permit by the
Morton Township Board in accordance with the procedures contained in Section 5.19 and the
Site Design Standards contained in Section 7.6.5.

C. Wireless Communication Facilities are permitted as a principal or accessory use within any
zone district, subject to the issuance of a Special Use Permit by the Morton Township Board,
in accordance with the procedures contained in Section 5.19, the Site Design Standards
contained in Section 7.6.5 and the following:

1. Sufficient evidence must be submitted by the applicant to demonstrate, to the satisfaction

of the Planning Commission that the Wireless Communication Facilities cannot be
reasonably established under the preceding Section 7.6.3(b).
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2. Any Wireless Communication Facility shall be constructed on or within an existing
structure so as not to be any more visually obtrusive than the existing structure if at all
possible.

3. The maximum height of the tower from the ground elevation to the highest part of the
facility shall not exceed the height stated in the governing authority’s permission issuance
and must correspond to the ratio of the parcel on which it will be erected. i.e. the height of
any point on a structure shall not exceed the horizontal distance to any lot line.

4. Conditions and Requirements Applicable to all Wireless Communication Facilities approved in
accordance with Section 7.6.

A. All applications shall include a Site Plan and shall be reviewed in accordance with the
following standards and conditions, and if approved, shall be constructed and maintained in
accordance with such standards and conditions. In addition, if the facility is approved, it shall
be constructed and maintained with any additional conditions imposed by the Planning
Commission at its discretion.

1. The applicant shall submit a grid map illustrating existing and proposed service areas and
demonstrating why the proposed facility is required at the specific proposed location.

2. The maximum height of the new or modified support structure and antenna shall be the
minimum height demonstrated to be necessary for communication by the applicant. Any
building necessary to enclose switching or other related equipment shall be limited to the
maximum height permitted for other buildings within the zoning district in which the
facility is being proposed.

3. There shall be unobstructed access to the support structure, for operation, maintenance,
repair, and inspection purposes, which may be provided by an easement. All access drives
shall have a minimum:

a. Surface width of sixteen (16) feet.

b. Twelve (12) inch sand and sub-base with a sub-base drainage system.

c. Six (6) inch gravel base with a minimum crown of two-tenths (0.2) of one (1) foot from
the centerline of the access drive to the outside edge.

d. Asixty (60) foot radius turn-around not including the width of the drive.

e. There shall be a pull-off maintained for every five-hundred (500) lineal feet, eight (8)
feet wide by twenty (20) feet in length.

4. The location of the drive shall be determined by such factors as:
a. The location of adjacent thoroughfares and traffic and circulation within the site.
b. Utilities needed to service the wireless communication support structure and any
attendant facilities.
c. The location of buildings and parking facilities.
. Proximity to residential districts and minimizing disturbance to the natural landscape.
e. The type of equipment which will need to access the site.

o
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5. The division of property for the purpose of locating a wireless communication facility is
prohibited unless all zoning and land division requirements are met as dictated by the State
of Michigan Land Division Act.

6. If an attached wireless communication facility is proposed on the roof of a building and
the equipment enclosure is proposed as a roof appliance or penthouse on the building, it
shall be designed, constructed and maintained to be architecturally compatible with the
principal building.

The equipment enclosure may be located within the principal building or may be proposed
as a separate building. If proposed as a separate building, it shall conform to all district yard
setback requirements for principal buildings.

7. The Planning Commission shall, with respect to the support structure and all accessory
buildings, review and approve the application so as to:
a. Minimize distraction.
b. Reduce visibility.
c. Maximize aesthetic appearance and ensure compatibility with surroundings.

It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to maintain the wireless communication
facility in a neat and orderly manner as a condition of the Special Land Use Permit.

8. No signs or advertising of any kind shall be allowed on any wireless communication
support structure or antenna except as may be required by a governmental agency with the
authority to require a sign.

The Morton Township Board will require a sign, legible from the access drive, stating
ownership, name of the company and a responsible phone number. If the name of the
company and/or owner, or the phone number, should change, then the tower owner would
be liable for correcting/updating the sign within thirty (30) days of the new change.

The size of the sign would be no smaller than 2° X 2’ or larger than 4’ X 6, depending on
location.

9. A maintenance plan and any applicable maintenance agreement shall be submitted as part
of the required Class “B” Site Plan for the proposed facility to be approved by the Planning
Commission. At a minimum, it shall include provisions for maintaining the wireless
communication facility, all of the premises, the access drive and all landscaping. The plan
shall be sufficient to ensure the safety of the facility, to keep the access drive accessible by
emergency vehicles at all times and to keep the facilities and landscaping from becoming a
blight on the neighborhood.

10.The Planning Commission shall require a performance bond, irrevocable bank letter of
credit, cash deposit or other surety to guarantee the removal of the facility in the event its
removal is required in accordance with Section 7.6.6.

B. Factors to be considered in granting Special Use Permits under Section 7.6.
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In addition to any standards for consideration of Special Land Use Permit applications
pursuant to Section 5.19 Special Land Use Permits, of this Zoning Ordinance, the Planning
Commission shall consider the following factors in determining whether to issue a Special
Land Use Permit:

1
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. Height of the proposed wireless communication support structure.

. Proximity of the wireless communication support structure to residential structures and
residential district boundaries.

. Nature of uses on adjacent and nearby properties.
. Topography of the site and surrounding area.
. Tree coverage and foliage on the site and in the surrounding area.

. Design of the wireless communication support structure, with particular reference to design
characteristics that have the effect of reducing or eliminating visual obtrusiveness.

. Proposed ingress and egress to the site.

. Availability of suitable existing wireless communication support structures. No new
wireless communication support structure shall be permitted unless the applicant
demonstrates, with written support or other documentation of refusal or denial, to the
reasonable satisfaction of the Planning Commission that no existing wireless
communication support structure can accommodate the applicant’s proposed antenna. An
applicant shall submit information requested by the Planning Commission related to the
availability of suitable existing wireless communication support structures. Evidence
submitted to demonstrate that no existing wireless communication support structure can
accommodate the applicant’s proposed antenna may consist of any of the following:

a. No existing wireless communication support structures are located within the geographic
area which meets applicant’s engineering requirements.

b. Existing wireless communication support structures are not of sufficient height to meet
applicant’s engineering requirements.

c. Existing wireless communication support structures do not have sufficient structural
strength to support applicant’s proposed antenna and related equipment.

d. The applicant’s proposed antenna would cause interference with the antenna on an
existing wireless communication support structure, or the antenna on the existing
wireless communication support structure would cause interference with the applicant’s
proposed antenna.

e. The fees, costs, or contractual provisions required by the owner in order to share an
existing wireless communication support structure or to adapt an existing wireless
communication support structure for collocation.

f. The applicant demonstrates that there are other limiting factors that render existing
wireless communication support structures unsuitable.
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5. Heights, Setbacks and Access
A. Any proposed wireless communication support structure and any related buildings and
structures shall be located on a site that is either owned by or leased to the owner of the
support structure. All required setbacks shall be measured from the nearest part of the support
structure, building or other structure to the boundary line of the owned or leased site. No other
uses, structures or buildings can be located within any setback area.

B. The setback distances measured from the nearest part of the wireless communication support
structure to each boundary line shall be equal to or greater than the height of the support
structure unless the application includes a signed certification by a State of Michigan licensed
professional engineer indicating the maximum distance, from a base, that any portion of the
support structure and antenna can fall. If that distance is less than the height of the structure,
the Planning Commission may reduce the required setbacks as deemed appropriate based on
that certification and other characteristics of the particular site.

C. The front, side and rear yard setbacks for any building related to the facility shall be the same
as those required for any other building permitted within the particular zoning district.

D. Applicants shall demonstrate a justification for the proposed height of the structures and an
elevation of alternate designs, which might result in lower heights.

E. Any wireless communication support structure shall be enclosed with “chain link” type of
fencing with a minimum height of six (6) feet and with a lockable gate. Said fencing shall be a
minimum of ten (10) feet from the nearest portion of any support structure. In lieu of fencing,
the Planning Commission may approve an alternative means of deterring entry to the wireless
communication facility by uninvited guests.

F. The wireless communication facility and any related buildings shall be screened by evergreen
trees with a minimum height of five (5) feet at the time of planting and spaced not more than
fifteen (15) feet apart. All proposed landscaping shall be shown on the required Site Plan.

G. Any wireless communication support structure shall be designed and constructed for the
collocation of a minimum of three (3) wireless communication providers. The owner of any
wireless communication support structure shall permit collocation on the structure by other
wireless communication providers under reasonable conditions.

H. A Zoning Permit must be obtained from the Morton Township Zoning Administrator prior to
erecting or installing a wireless communication tower or facility. A Zoning Permit will not be
issued until after the approval of the Class “B” Site Plan by the Planning Commission.

6. Removal of Abandoned or Unused Wireless Communications Facilities
A. A condition of every zoning approval of a wireless communication facility shall include

provision for removal of all or part of the facility from the site by users and owners upon the
occurrence of one or more of the following events:
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1. When the facility has not been used for six (6) months or more. For purposes of this
section, the removal of antennas or other equipment from the facility, or the cessation of
operations (transmissions and/or reception of radio signals) shall be considered as
beginning of a period of nonuse.

2. Upon a determination by the Morton Township Building Inspector, any wireless
communication support structure which is in use or out of use for any period of time, but
due to obsolescence, damage, or lack of maintenance, may pose a threat to public safety.

3. Failure to maintain the facilities in accordance with the requirements of this and any other
applicable ordinances.

B. The situations in which removal of a facility is required, as set forth in Section 7.6.6(a), may
be applied and limited to portions of a facility.

C. Upon the occurrence of one or more of the events requiring removal, as set forth in Section
7.6.6(a), the users and owners of the facility, or the owner of the real property on which it is
situated, shall immediately apply or secure the application for any required demolition or
removal permits, and immediately proceed with the complete removal and restoration of the
premises to an acceptable condition as reasonably determined by the Morton Township
Building Inspector.

D. If the required removal of a facility or a portion thereof has not been lawfully completed
within sixty (60) days of the applicable deadline, and after at least thirty (30) days written
notice, the Township may remove or secure the removal of the facility or required portions
thereof. The actual cost and a reasonable administrative charge shall be collected from the
security posted at the time application was made for establishing the facility, or from the
owner of the facility.

SECTION 7.7 GRADING PERMITS

1. No grading, including any act by which soil, rock or mineral matter is cut into, dug quarried,
uncovered, removed, displaced, or relocated, and including the removal of vegetable cover,
excavation, and land balancing, shall be undertaken without first obtaining a grading permit from
the Zoning Administrator and upon payment of a fee and a performance bond or other security in
the amount necessary to insure compliance with the requirements of Section 7.7(3).

No grading permit shall be required for agricultural, horticultural activities, the construction of a
driveway which does not at any point vary from the surrounding grade by more than one foot, the
normal graveling or grading of a road or driveway, any project that does not involve, in any one
year, an area exceeding 10,000 square feet or more than 1,000 cubic yards of material, or
construction or maintenance of a septic tank or associated drain field. No grading permit for
operations requiring more than one year for completion shall be issued except for lands in District
l.

In addition, no grading permit shall be required for activities for which a permit has been issued
pursuant to the provisions of the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Act, Act 347, Public Acts
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of 1972. A copy of said permit shall be filed with the Morton Township Zoning Administrator.

Those long term or large-scale operations with anticipated regular grading operations may be
permitted on an annual grading permit issued by the Morton Township Zoning Administrator. The
permit shall require a grading plan identifying general location, nature, extent of grading and/or
reclamation program in addition to other requirements of this section.

2. Grading Requirements - Anyone engaged in grading shall at all times take all appropriate and
reasonable steps to prevent erosion including the construction of silt traps, the mulching and
temporary or permanent planting of all areas exposed by grading, the construction of diversions,
channel linings, grade stabilization structures, and bank protection structures, and shall limit,
insofar as is practical, the area of land exposed to erosion resulting from grading at any one time
and the length of time that any area is exposed, and shall, upon completion of operations, leave the
area in a condition where further erosion will not take place and the land is at least as suitable for
uses permitted under this ordinance as when grading operations commenced.

3. Application for Grading Permits - An application for a grading permit must contain sufficient
information to enable the Zoning Administrator to determine that the applicant proposes to take
such measures as are necessary to meet the requirements of the preceding section.

Where necessary, the Zoning Administrator shall require the submission of topographic maps, soil
boring reports, or other necessary technical information. Upon receiving an application meeting the
requirements set forth in this section, and the fee as required by the Morton Township Board, the
Zoning Administrator shall issue a grading permit to the applicant.

No grading permit shall be valid except for work described in the application.

The Zoning Administrator shall impose such conditions or requirements in granting the permit as
may be necessary to insure compliance with the requirements of the proceeding section, and shall
impose such limits on working hours and time limits for completion of operations and various
stages thereof as may be necessary to minimize incompatibility with nearby land uses, and failure
to take any action or refrain from any action specified either in the application or on the face of the
permit shall constitute a violation of this ordinance.

4. Grading Operations - Whenever, during or following grading operations, conditions arise which
require the taking of any measures or precautions or the imposition of any limits or restraints to
assure compliance with the requirements of Section 7.7(3), the Zoning Administrator shall make a
written order requiring the taking or refraining from any such action and post such order on the
premises, and any violation thereof shall constitute a violation of this ordinance.

Wherever it appears that measures or precautions previously required are unnecessary, the Zoning
Administrator shall waive them in writing.
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SECTION 7.8 ANTI-FUNNELING DEVELOPMENT

7.8.1 LAKE ACCESS REGULATIONS FOR SCHOOL SECTION LAKE,

BLUE LAKE, ROUND LAKE AND LAKE MECOSTA
1. Purpose: It is the purpose of Section 7.8 to promote the integrity of School Section Lake, Blue
Lake, Round Lake and Lake Mecosta (the Lakes) within Morton Township while preserving the
quality of recreational use of the inland water; to protect the quality of the Lakes by discouraging
excessive use; to promote the ecological balance of the lake waters by limiting incompatible land
use of wetlands associated with the Lakes; and to maintain the natural beauty of the Lakes by
minimizing man-made adjustments to the established shorelines.

Nothing within this Section 7.8 shall be construed to limit access to the Lakes through a public
park or public access site provided or maintained by any unit of state, county or local government.

2. Findings: Morton Township finds

A. School Section Lake, Blue Lake, Round Lake and Lake Mecosta within Morton Township (the
Lakes) are subject to overcrowding by water craft;

B. The value of private property around the Lakes can be decreased by unregulated access to the
Lakes;

C. The natural resources of Morton Township are damaged by unregulated access to the Lakes.
3. Definitions:
Parcel: Shall mean any lot, tract or other parcel of real property.

Access Property: Shall mean any riparian parcel abutting a lake, river, stream or pond over which
pedestrian or vehicular access to the water is provided to persons who are not owners of the
riparian parcel by easement, deed, plat, agreement, lease, license, permit, gift, business invitation,
or any form of dedication or conveyance, and any riparian parcel commonly owned by persons for
the purpose of accessing the Lakes.

Water Access: Shall mean any easement, agreement, conveyance, lease, license, permit, gift, plat
provision, business invitation or dedication by which access to the Lakes, is provided over a
riparian parcel to the owners or users of a non-riparian parcel.

Lake or "the Lakes": Shall mean School Section Lake, Blue Lake, Round Lake, or Lake Mecosta.

4. Regulations: A riparian parcel can be used as access property, including any common area,
walkway, park or outlot of a subdivision, plat, site condominium, or association, only if all of the
following conditions are met:

A. The access property shall consist of at least one hundred (100) feet of lake frontage as
measured along the normal high-water mark of the lake for each single-family home, dwelling
unit, cottage, condominium unit, site condominium, apartment unit, or undeveloped parcel
utilizing the access property.
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B. The restrictions contained in this section shall apply to all riparian parcels used as access
property on the Lakes.

C. The minimum required amount of water frontage cannot include any shoreline consisting of
swamp, marsh or bog as shown on the most recent US Geological Survey maps or Michigan
Department of Natural Resources MIRIS map, or wetland determined by the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources. No swamp, marsh, bog or wetland can be filled or drained
for the purpose of increasing required water frontage for access property, except by a permit
issued by the authorized state agency.

D. No access property can be located on a manmade canal or channel, and the minimum amount
of water frontage cannot be met by frontage on a manmade canal or channel.

7.8.2 USE OF WATER ACCESS
1. Use of Water Access: The use of any water access is defined in this Section 7.8 shall be limited to
pedestrian access, and:

A. No person shall place anything in the access property or water access area that prevents
another person from using the water access;

B. No person entitled to water access shall be prevented from using the water access;

C. Ingress and egress to other parcels shall not be blocked or denied by the use of the access
property;

D. No access property shall have more than (1) one dock, raft, or similar mooring equipment
placed in front of or within the water access area of the access property per one hundred (100)
feet of lake frontage.

7.8.3 PERMITS REQUIRED

A Zoning Permit is required for the proper creation of water access through access property in Morton
Township. The Zoning Administrator shall issue a zoning permit for water access over access property
within ten (10) business days of the receipt of the information required to determine if the request
complies with the Morton Township Zoning Ordinance.

7.84 CONFLICTS

These water access regulations shall be in addition to and shall not negate any of the restrictions or
other requirements of the Zoning Ordinance or the Zoning District involved. If any provisions of the
Morton Township Zoning Ordinance conflicts with this Section 7.8 to the Zoning Ordinance, the most
restrictive provision shall be applied.

7.85 PENALTY
A violation of this article shall be a municipal civil infraction. The Morton Township Zoning
Administrator is authorized to issue municipal civil infraction citations for violations of this article.
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SECTION 7.9 WIND GENERATED ELECTRICAL ENERGY SYSTEMS

A. Purpose
The purpose of this regulation is to enable construction and operation of wind generated electrical
energy systems (hereafter referred to as “wind energy system(s)”) that convert wind energy into
electricity and to promote their safe, effective and efficient use by providing reasonable standards
and restrictions which will preserve public health, safety and welfare of the residents of Morton
Township.

B. Definitions
Ambient Sound Level is the amount of background noise at a given location prior to the
installation of a wind energy system which may include, but not be limited to, traffic, machinery,
lawnmowers, human activity, and the interaction of wind with the landscape. The ambient sound
level is measured on the dBA weighted scale as defined by the American National Standards
Institute.

Anemometer is a temporary wind speed indicator constructed for the purpose of analyzing the
potential for utilizing a wind energy turbine at a given site. This includes the tower, base plate,
anchors, cables and hardware, wind direction vanes, booms to hold equipment, data logger,
instrument wiring, and any telemetry devices that are used to monitor or transmit wind speed and
wind flow characteristics over a period of time for either instantaneous wind information or to
characterize the wind resource at a given location.

Decibel is defined as a unit of measure used to express the magnitude of sound pressure and sound
intensity. Decibels shall be measured on the dBA weighted scale as defined by the American
National Standards Institute.

Large Wind Energy Turbine is a tower-mounted wind energy system that converts wind energy
into electricity through the use of equipment which includes any base, blade, foundation, generator,
rotor, tower, transformer, vane, wire, inverter, batteries, or other components used in the system.
These have a nameplate capacity that identifies the maximum kilowatts.

Medium Wind Energy Turbine is a tower-mounted wind energy system that converts wind
energy into electricity through the use of equipment which includes any base, blade, foundation,
generator, rotor, tower, transformer, vane, wire, inverter, batteries, or other components used in the
system. This has a nameplate capacity that shall not exceed two hundred fifty (250) kilowatts. The
Total Height shall not exceed one hundred and fifty (150) feet.

Rotor Diameter is the cross-sectional dimension of the circle swept by the rotating blades of a
wind energy turbine.

Small Tower-Mounted Wind Energy Turbine is a tower-mounted wind energy system that
converts wind energy into electricity through the use of equipment which includes any base, blade,
foundation, generator, rotor, tower, transformer, vane, wire, inverter, batteries, or other components
used in the system. This has a nameplate capacity that shall not exceed thirty (30) kilowatts. The
Total Height shall not exceed one hundred twenty (120) feet.

Small Structure-Mounted Wind Energy Turbine converts wind energy into electricity through
the use of equipment which includes any base, blade foundation, generator, rotor, tower,
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transformer, vane, wire, inverter, batteries, or other components used in the system. This turbine
shall be attached to a structure’s roof, walls, or other elevated surface. This has a nameplate
capacity that shall not exceed ten (10) kilowatts. The Total Height shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet
as measured from the highest point of the roof, excluding chimneys, antennae, and other similar
protuberances.

Total Height of the tower shall be measured as the vertical distance from the highest point of the
uppermost vertical extension of any blade, or the maximum height reached by any part of the wind
energy turbine to the original grade of the ground immediately beneath the tower.

Tower is a freestanding monopole or other engineered structural system that supports a wind
energy system.

Wind Energy Turbine is any structure-mounted, small, medium, or large wind energy conversion
system that converts wind energy into electricity through the use of a wind generator and includes
the rotor, tower, and pad transformer, if any.

C. A wind energy system shall be permitted as a “Special Land Use” in all zoning classifications
subject to all of the following requirements.

1. The wind energy system shall be built at a distance from all property lines not leased or owned
by the owner of the system that is not less than 1.5 times the height of the system tower
including the top of the blade in its vertical position.

2. Only one small structure mounted wind energy turbine unit will be allowed per each
residential use.

3. The minimum vertical clearance from the blade tip to the ground shall not be less than 20 feet.

4. The sound created by the system shall not exceed 55 dBA at the closest property line of
property not served by the system.

5. The system shall comply with all applicable State Construction and Electrical codes and
Aviation regulations.

6. A building permit shall be required for the installation of all wind energy systems. Building
Permit fee for these systems will be set by Morton Township Building Department. The
building permit application shall be accompanied by two (2) copies of the plot plan which
includes the following:

Property lines and physical dimensions of the property

Location, dimensions, and types of existing major structures on the property

Location of the proposed wind system tower

The right-of-way of any public road that is contiguous with the property

Any overhead utility lines

Wind system specifications, including manufacturer and model, rotor diameter, tower

height, tower type (freestanding or guyed) as certified and sealed by a professional engineer

g. Tower foundation structural design documents as certified and sealed by a professional

engineer

h. Tower structural design documents as certified and sealed by a professional engineer

hD OO0 oW
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i. Structure-Mounted Wind Energy Turbines as certified and sealed by a professional
engineer

j. Any addition to the existing wind energy system shall require Zoning and Building
Department approval.

7. A permit issued pursuant to this ordinance shall expire if:
a. The wind energy system is not installed and functioning within 12 months from the date the
permit is issued; or,
b. The wind energy system is out of service or otherwise unused for a continuous 12-month
period.

8. All interconnected customer owned wind energy system generators shall comply with all
applicable Michigan Public Service Commission and Electric supplier interconnection
requirements. Copy of approval or acceptance from applicant’s power company shall be
furnished with the applicant’s Special Land Use application.

D. Morton Township may require from the owner of the system a bond or other security to cover the
costs reasonably associated with the removal of a wind energy system.

E. The owner of a wind energy system shall establish, file and follow a regular maintenance program.

F. An owner of a wind energy system shall not be found to be a public or private nuisance if the
system complies with the requirements of this section. This subsection applies notwithstanding any
of the following:

1. Change in ownership
2. Temporary cessation or interruption in producing electricity by the system
3. New Technology

G. Abandonment

1. A wind energy system that is out-of-service for a continuous 12-month period will be deemed
to have been abandoned. The Morton Township Zoning Administrator may issue a Notice of
Abandonment (via certified mail) to the owner of the system that is deemed to have been
abandoned. The owner shall have the right to respond, in writing, to the Notice of
Abandonment within 30 days from Notice receipt date. If the owner provides information that
demonstrates the system has not been abandoned, the Zoning Administrator shall withdraw
the Notice of Abandonment.

2. If the system is determined to be abandoned, the owner of the system shall remove the wind
generator from the tower at the Owner’s expense within 3 months of the receipt of Notice of
Abandonment. If the owner fails to remove the wind generator system, the Zoning
Administrator may pursue legal action to have the wind generator removed at the owner’s
expense.
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SECTION 7.10 SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS

A

Purpose and Prohibition

Morton Township promotes the effective and efficient use of solar energy systems. It is the intent
of the Township to permit these systems by regulating their siting, design, and installation to
protect public health, safety, and welfare, and to ensure their compatibility with adjacent land uses.
Building-mounted and ground-mounted solar energy systems, as defined in this Ordinance, shall
comply with the provisions of this Section and are only permitted as authorized by this Section.

Definitions

1. Ancillary Solar Equipment shall mean any accessory part or device of a solar energy system
that does not require direct access to sunlight, such as batteries, electric meters, converters, or
water heater tanks.

2. A Solar Collector Surface shall refer to any part of a solar energy system that absorbs solar
energy for use in the system’s transformation process. The collector surface does not include
frames, supports, and mounting hardware.

3. Solar Energy shall mean radiant energy received from the sun that can be collected in the form
of heat or light by a solar energy system.

4. A Solar Energy System (SES) shall mean a system (including solar collectors and ancillary

equipment) either affixed to a permanent principal or accessory building or functioning as a
freestanding structure, that collects, stores, and distributes solar energy for heating or cooling,
generating electricity, or heating water. Solar Energy Systems

include, but are not limited to, photovoltaic (PV) power systems and solar thermal systems.

a. A Personal-Scale SES shall mean a solar energy system that is accessory to the principal
use on the site. The total surface area of all Solar Collector Surfaces within a Personal-Scale
SES shall not exceed 1,500 square feet. The sale and distribution of excess available
energy, if permitted, to an authorized public utility for distribution shall be incidental to this
type of system, and not its primary purpose. Sale of excess energy to anything other than an
authorized public utility shall be prohibited.

b. A Utility-Scale SES shall mean a solar energy system that meets one or more of the
following:

i. Is primarily used for generating electricity for sale and distribution to an authorized
public utility;

ii. The total surface area of all Solar Collector Surfaces exceeds 1,500 square feet; and/or

iii. Is not an accessory use or structure.

c. A Building-Mounted SES shall mean a solar energy system affixed to a permanent
principal or accessory building (i.e. roof or wall).
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d. A Ground-Mounted SES shall mean a freestanding solar energy system that is not
attached to and is separate from any building on the parcel of land on which the solar
energy system is located.

C. Standards for Personal-Scale SES

Personal-Scale SES shall be permitted as an accessory use/structure in all zoning districts, subject
to the following standards:

1. Application for Zoning Compliance Permit of Personal-Scale SES

A Personal-Scale SES requires a Zoning Compliance Permit, except as stated in Section
7.10.C.2 below. An application for a Zoning Compliance Permit shall include the following:

o

Photographs of the property’s existing conditions.
b. Renderings or catalogue cuts of the proposed solar energy system.

c. Plot/Sketch plan to indicate where the solar energy system is to be installed on the
property (or, if building-mounted, the system’s location on the permanent building),
including property setbacks and the total Solar Collector Surface area.

d. Elevations showing the height of the solar energy system.

i. For ground-mounted solar systems, the height of the system above ground.

ii. For pitched roof-mounted solar systems, the elevation must show the highest
finished height of the system and the height of the finished roof surface on which
it is mounted.

iii. For flat roof-mounted solar energy systems, the elevations shall show
the highest finished height of the system and the highest point of the roof,
including any parapets on the building.

e. Description of the screening to be provided for ground or building-mounted solar
energy equipment.

2. Exclusions from Zoning Compliance Permit for Personal-Scale SES

The following situations do not require a Zoning Compliance Permit, but shall still comply
with all other standards of this Ordinance:

a. The installation of one (1) building-mounted solar energy system with a total solar
collector surface area of less than eight (8) square feet.

b. The installation of one (1) ground-mounted solar energy system with a height of less
than six (6) feet and a solar collector surface of less than eight (8) square feet.

c. Repair and replacement of existing solar energy equipment, provided that there is no
expansion of the size or coverage area of the solar energy system.
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3. Ground-Mounted SES

Ground-mounted, personal-scale SES shall be subject to the following additional standards:

a. Setbacks: In all Zoning Districts, ground-mounted solar energy systems shall be
located only in the rear or side yard and shall be located at least ten (10) feet from the

property line.

b. Height: Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall not exceed sixteen (16) feet in
height, measured from the ground at the base of such equipment to the highest point of

the system.

c. Attachment: Solar energy systems shall be permanently and safely attached to the
ground. Proof of the safety and reliability of the means of such attachment, in the form
of certification by a professional engineer or other qualified person, shall be submitted

with the application.

d. Installation and Maintenance: Solar energy systems shall be installed,
maintained and used only in accordance with the manufacturer’s directions. A copy of

such directions shall be submitted with the site plan application.

e. Visual Impact: The solar energy system shall not have a significant adverse visual
impact on the natural features or neighborhood character of the surrounding area and
shall be located to minimize glare on adjacent properties and roadways.

f. Compliance with Additional Codes: Solar energy systems, and the installation and
use thereof, shall comply with the Township/State construction code, the electrical
code and other applicable Township and State codes. Installation of a solar energy
system shall not commence until all necessary permits have been issued.

4. Building-Mounted SES: Building-mounted, personal-scale SES shall be subject to the
standards of Section 7.10.E, in addition to the standards contained within this Section.

5. Ancillary Solar Equipment: Where feasible, ancillary solar equipment shall be located inside
of a building or be screened from public view. All ancillary solar equipment such as, but not
limited to, water tanks, supports, batteries, and plumbing shall be screened to the maximum
extent possible without compromising the effectiveness of the solar collectors. When solar
storage batteries are included as part of the solar collector system, they must be placed in a
secure container or enclosure meeting the requirements of the State Building Code and when
no longer in use shall be disposed of in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

D. Standards for Utility-Scale SES

Utility-scale SES shall be permitted as a special use in all districts, subject to the following
standards:

1. Special Land Use Approval Required

66



01/10/2023 ZONING ORDINANCE

a. Prior to the construction of a utility-scale solar system, an application for a special use
permit must be filed and approved by the Planning Commission. The Planning
Commission shall review the special use based on the provisions of this Section as well
as the standards of Section 5.19.

b. The construction and operation of all utility-scale solar systems shall be consistent with
all applicable local, state and federal requirements. All buildings and fixtures forming
part of a utility-scale solar installation shall be constructed in accordance with the
Michigan Building Code.

c. No utility-scale solar system shall be constructed, installed or modified as provided in
this section without first obtaining all applicable permits.

d. Applications to build a utility-scale solar system in Morton Township must be
accompanied by the fees required for a special use permit and site plan review.

No utility-scale solar system shall be installed until evidence has been given to the
planning commission that the owner has been approved by the authorized utility
company to install an interconnected customer-owned generator. Off-grid systems are
exempt from this requirement.

2. Standards for Ground-Mounted Utility-Scale SES
a. Setbacks

i. Front Yard: Utility-scale solar energy systems shall be set back at least fifty (50)
feet from the road right-of-way line.

ii. Each side yard shall be at least twenty-five (25) feet. Where utility-scale solar
energy systems abut a residentially-zoned (including A-2) or used lot, the side
yard shall not be less than fifty (50) ft.

The rear yard shall be at least twenty-five (25) feet. Where utility-scale solar
energy systems abut a residentially-zoned (including A-2) or used lot, the rear-
yard shall not be less than fifty (50) feet.

b. Height: Utility-scale ground-mounted solar energy systems shall conform to the
maximum height standards of the zoning district in which it is located.

c. Minimum Lot Area: Minimum lot area for a utility-scale solar energy system shall be
five (5) acres.

d. Lighting: Lighting shall be limited to that required by the Michigan Building Code for
safety and operational purposes and shall be directed downward and shielded from
abutting properties.

e. Signage: Signs shall comply with the requirements described in Section 7.3. Further,
utility-scale solar energy system installations shall not be used for displaying any
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advertising except for reasonable identification of the manufacturer or operator of the
solar energy system.

f. Utility Connections: All utility connections from the solar energy system shall be
placed underground, depending on site conditions and any requirements of the utility
provider.

g. Screening: When a utility-scale solar energy system is adjacent to a residentially-zoned
or used lot, side and rear yard screening may be required as determined by the Planning
Commission to address specific site needs at the time of site plan review. Solar panels
shall be placed such that concentrated radiation or solar glare shall not be directed onto
nearby properties or roadways. When deemed appropriate, the Planning Commission
may require a report from a registered civil engineer or other professional to address
this issue.

3. Building-Mounted SES: Building-mounted, utility-scale SES shall be subject to the standards of
Section 7.10.E. in addition to the standards contained within this Section.

4. Other Special Use Permit Requirements for Utility-Scale SES

a. Site Control: The applicant shall submit documentation of actual or prospective access
and control of the project site sufficient to allow for construction and operation of the
proposed installation.

b. Operation and Maintenance Plan: The applicant shall submit a plan for the operation
and maintenance of the utility-scale system, which shall include measures for
maintaining safe access to the installation, storm water controls, as well as general
procedures of operational maintenance of the installation.

c. Emergency Services: Upon request by Morton Township, the owner/operator of the
solar energy system shall cooperate with local emergency services in developing an
emergency response plan. All means of shutting down the solar energy system shall be
clearly marked. The owner/operator shall identify a responsible person for public
inquiries throughout the life of the installation. An information sign shall be posted and
maintained at the entrance(s) which lists the name and phone number of the operator.

d. SES Maintenance: The utility-scale SES owner/operator shall maintain the facility in
good condition. Maintenance shall include, but not be limited to, painting, structural
repairs, and integrity of security measures. Site access shall be maintained to a level
acceptable to local emergency response personnel. The owner/operator shall be
responsible for the cost of maintaining the solar photovoltaic installation and any access
road(s).

e. Site Clearing: Clearing of natural vegetation shall be limited to what is necessary for
the construction, operation, and maintenance of the installation.

5. Abandonment or Decommissioning

a. Any utility-scale solar energy system which has reached the end of its useful life or has
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been abandoned consistent with this section of the Zoning Ordinance shall be removed
and parcel owners shall be required to restore the site to its original condition. The
owner/operator shall physically remove the installation no more than one-hundred and
fifty (150) days after the date of discontinued operations. The owner/operator shall
notify the Township and the Planning Commission by certified mail of the proposed
date of discontinued operations and plans for removal.

b. Absent notice of a proposed date of decommissioning or written notice of extenuating
circumstances, the utility-scale SES shall be considered abandoned when it fails to
operate for more than one year. If the owner/operator fails to remove the installation
in accordance with the requirements of this Section within 150 days of abandonment
of the proposed date of decommissioning, Morton Township is permitted to enter the
property and physically remove the installation.

c. Decommissioning shall consist of:
i.  Physical removal of all utility-scale solar energy systems, structures,
equipment, security barriers, and transmission lines from the site.

ii.  Disposal of all solid and hazardous waste in accordance with local, state and
federal waste disposal regulations.

iii.  Stabilization or re-vegetation of the site as necessary to minimize erosion.

6. Ancillary Solar Equipment: Where feasible, ancillary solar equipment shall be located inside
the building or be screened from public view. All ancillary solar equipment such as, but not
limited to, water tanks, supports, batteries, and plumbing shall be screened to the maximum
extent possible without compromising the effectiveness of the solar collectors. When solar
storage batteries are included as part of the solar collector system, they must be placed in a
secure container or enclosure meeting the requirements of the State Building Code and when no
longer in use shall be disposed of in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

7. Financial Surety: The applicant for a utility-scale solar energy system shall provide a form of
surety, either through escrow account, bond or otherwise, to cover the cost of removal in the
event Morton Township must remove the installation, in an amount and form determined to be
reasonable by the Planning Commission, but in no event to exceed more than 125 percent of
the cost of removal and compliance with the additional requirements set forth herein, as
determined by the applicant. The applicant shall submit a fully inclusive estimate of the costs
associated with removal, prepared by a qualified engineer. The amount shall include a
mechanism for calculating increased removal costs due to inflation.

E. Standards for all Building-Mounted SES

Personal-Scale and Utility-Scale building-mounted SES shall be subject to the following
standards:

a. Height: Solar energy systems that are mounted on the roof of a building shall not project
more than five (5) feet above the highest point of the roof and, in any circumstances, shall
not exceed the maximum building height limitation for the zoning district in which it is
located, and shall not project beyond the eaves of the roof.
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b. Weight: Solar energy systems mounted on the roof of a building shall be only of such
weight as can safely be supported by the roof. Proof thereof, in the form of certification by
a professional engineer or other qualified person, shall be submitted to the Township
Zoning Administrator prior to installation.

c. Attachment: Solar energy systems that are roof-mounted, wall-mounted or are otherwise
attached to a building or structure shall be permanently and safely attached to the building
or structure. Proof of the safety and reliability of the means of such attachment shall be
submitted to the Zoning Administrator prior to installation.

d. Wall-Mounted SES: Solar energy systems that are wall-mounted shall not exceed the
height of the building wall to which they are attached.

e. Installation and Maintenance: Solar energy systems shall be installed, maintained and
used only in accordance with the manufacturer’s directions. Upon
request, a copy of such directions shall be submitted to the Township Zoning Administrator
prior to installation.

f. Visual Impact: The solar energy system shall not have a significant adverse visual impact
on the natural features or neighborhood character of the surrounding area and shall be
located to minimize glare on adjacent properties and roadways. Solar energy systems that
are visible from the street must be either composed of building-integrated components
(such as solar shingles) that are not readily evident, or be designed and mounted to match
the shape, proportions, and slope of the roof.

g. Compliance with Additional Codes: Solar energy systems, and the installation and use
thereof, shall comply with the Township/State construction code, the electrical code, and
other applicable Township and State codes. Installation of a solar energy system shall not
commence until all necessary permits have been issued.

F. Solar Access
The Township makes no assurance of solar access other than the provisions of this Section. The

applicant may provide evidence of covenants, easements or similar documentation for abutting
property owners providing access to solar energy for the operation of a solar energy system.
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ARTICLE 8 NONCONFORMING USES

SECTION 8.0 INTENT

Nonconforming uses and structures are those which do not conform to a provision or requirement of
this ordinance but were lawfully established prior to the time of its applicability. Nothing in this
ordinance shall prevent a nonconforming use, structure or lot from being sold, transferred, or
conveyed, so long as the action will not increase the degree of nonconformity or change the use or
structure to another non-conforming use or structure.

SECTION 8.1 ALTERATIONS, SUBSTITUTION OR EXPANSION

OF NONCONFORMING USES
1. No nonconforming use may be substituted, changed or altered, except when such substitution,
change or alteration makes the nonconforming use more compatible to the uses permitted in the
district in which it is located, according to the criteria set forth in Article 5.

2. A nonconforming building may not be reconstructed or structurally altered during its life to an
extent in aggregate cost of 50 percent of the value as determined by the Township Assessor unless
said building is changed to a conforming use.

SECTION 8.2 BUILDING DAMAGE

Any nonconforming structure damaged by fire or other causes to the extent of less than 50% of the
True Cash Value, immediately prior to damage, as determined by the Township Assessor, shall be
repaired, rebuilt or removed within twelve months of the date such damage occurs.

Any non-conforming structure damaged by fire or other causes over 50% shall be removed or rebuilt,
within 12 months of the date such damage occurs, as stated in Article 5 and in conformity with the
provisions of this ordinance.

SECTION 8.3 DISCONTINUANCE OF USE

Whenever a nonconforming use has been discontinued for a period of one year, such use shall not
thereby be reestablished, and future use shall be in conformity with the provisions of this ordinance.

SECTION 84 COMPLETION OF NONCONFORMING BUILDINGS

AND STRUCTURES
Nothing in this ordinance shall require any change in construction or intended use of a building,
structure, or plat, the construction of which shall have been diligently prosecuted within thirty days
after the passage of this ordinance, and the construction of which shall have been completed within
twelve months after said date.

SECTION 85 NONCONFORMING LOTS
In any district in which single-family residences or mobile homes are permitted, a single-family
residence or mobile home and customary accessory buildings may be erected on any lot-of-record so
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long as the use was lawfully established prior to enactment of this ordinance, and the action does not
increase the degree of nonconformity or change the use.

All such buildings must meet all applicable health department standards and district setback
requirements.

If a parcel contains more than one nonconforming lot, which is contiguous and would make one or
more conforming lots, then only one structure would be permitted per conforming parcel.

The spirit of this provision is to limit density in areas of historically small lots, to provide for proper
isolation for wells, septic systems, drainage and similar public health considerations.

SECTION 8.6 NONCONFORMING MOBILE HOMES IN DISTRICT R1

1. Owner occupied nonconforming mobile homes may be replaced when destroyed or damaged by
fire, wind or similar catastrophic event. When loss is caused by water or flood damage, the mobile
home may be replaced provided the Zoning Board of Appeals finds that such location is above the
recorded high-water mark.

2. Within six months of occurrence or vacancy:
A. Owner occupied nonconforming mobile homes may be replaced upon the Zoning
Administrator’s authorization in a manner to improve the structure to comply with Public Act
230 or HUD mobile home construction codes, as from time to time amended, provided the unit
is continued in the same ownership.

B. No nonconforming mobile home shall be replaced on a site if the parcel has been voluntarily
vacated.

3. No nonconforming mobile home shall be replaced, if replacement occurs as part of, or action in
the transfer of ownership or occupancy of the lot or parcel.

SECTION 8.7 NONCONFORMING AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS
Nonconforming agricultural operations shall be permitted in Districts R-1, R-2, R-3, and C1 which are
unplatted (in accordance with the Subdivision Control Act, Act 288 of 1967, as amended).

These agricultural uses are exempt from the provisions of Article 8, except any agricultural operation
which has been abandoned or discontinued for a period of 18 months or longer shall not be permitted
unless specifically authorized by the Planning Commission, which shall find that the agricultural
operation shall not detract or diminish the value of the land, buildings or structures in the district or
surrounding properties.
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ARTICLEY9 TEMPORARY USES AND STRUCTURES

SECTION 9.0 TEMPORARY STRUCTURES - RESIDENCE DURING

CONSTRUCTION
A temporary structure which is less than the minimum building size or a nonconforming mobile home
may be authorized by the Zoning Administrator for temporary residence for the applicant during the
period when a structure conforming to the provisions of this ordinance, is in the process of erection and
completion on the same lot, subject to the following provisions:

1. The use of the structure and premises shall not adversely affect surrounding properties.

2. The use of such temporary structures shall be limited to twelve months, beginning with the date of
issuance of the permit. The permit may be subject for renewal provided significant progress is
made on the construction of the permanent structure.

3. The use shall comply with all applicable sanitary codes and building restrictions.

4. There shall be a provision of evidence of continuing construction of the permitted structure.

SECTION 9.1 TEMPORARY DWELLINGS - RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
The purpose of this ordinance is to limit the use of RV’s on all properties to prevent year-round use
and storage on any vacant parcel except campgrounds and storage facilities authorized for that use.
RV’s may not be occupied outside of RV parks except as noted.

1. On parcels with no principle dwelling. A 21-day permit must be obtained prior to locating an
RV on any vacant parcel. Upon expiration of permit, RV must be removed for at least 21 days
before a new permit will be issued. Any RV found parked without a permit will be deemed to have
been present for 21 days and must be moved immediately for 21 days before a new permit will be
issued. Outside storage on a vacant lot is not allowed.

2. On parcels with a principal dwelling. No permit is required for first 30 days of RV use. After 30
days, a permit is required the next 30 days, and can be renewed each 30 days, for a maximum 120
days in any calendar year. RV shall not be occupied at the expiration of the permit. Pole barns and
garages are not principal dwellings.

3. An RV may be used as a temporary dwelling by the owner while a new home is built on that same
parcel. This permitted use is dependent upon the issued building permit for a maximum of one year
or when the final building inspection is passed, whichever comes first. Occupancy permit of home
may be withheld until compliance is attained. Property densities must not be exceeded.

All RV’s must conform to all Use Standards below.

e All RV’s shall be licensed by State of Michigan

e All RV’s shall conform to existing County Health Department regulations for sewer and water.

e All RV’s shall conform to all yard regulations governing dwelling in the district in which it is
located, except side yard minimum may be 3 feet. Distance from any structure is a minimum of
3 feet.
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e All RV’s windows, doors, roof, wiring, tires and exterior shall be maintained in good, secure
and “roadable” condition to be able to be moved when necessary. Any violation will be
considered in the blight portion of the Ordinances.

e No RV Shall be used for any purpose other than what it was originally intended. (Cannot be
adapted to be used for storage or any other use of any kind.)

e Additions to RV’s are expressly prohibited.

4. Storage of RV’s in R-1, R-2, R-3 and R-4 Districts. Storage is allowed on parcels with a
principal dwelling provided all the following conditions are met.

A. RV is in side or rear yard.

B. No closer than three feet from any structure.

C. Not connected to any utilities or services.

D. All the Use Standards stated in #3 above are met.

Storage standards for C-1, C-2, C-3, A-1 and A-2 are set by the Ordinance Sections regulating the
district.
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ARTICLE 10 DEFINITIONS

SECTION 10.0 GENERAL

When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tenses include the future tense,
words used in singular number include the plural number, and words used in the plural number
includes the singular number.

The word "shall" is always mandatory and not merely directive. Terms not herein defined shall have
the meanings customarily assigned to them.

SECTION 10.1 SPECIFIC TERMS
The following terms shall have the following meanings when used within the ordinance:

ACCESSORY BUILDING

Shall mean a building or a portion of a building subordinate to and on the same lot as a main building
and occupied by or devoted exclusively to an accessory use, including, but not limited to, a private
garage.

ACCESSORY USE
A use of a building, lot or portion thereof, which is customarily incidental and subordinate to the
principal use of the main building or lot.

AIRPORT

Means any area of land or water designed and set aside for the landing and taking off of aircraft and
utilized or to be utilized in the interest of the public for such purposes and is licensed by the
Michigan Aeronautics Commission.

ALTERATION

Means any change, addition or modification of use or type of occupancy; any change in the structural
members of the building such as walls, partitions, beams, girders or any change considered
reconstruction.

AUTO BODY AND PAINT SHOP
Means a place that does major mechanical and body work, straightening of body parts, painting and
storage of non-operating automobiles.

BASEMENT

A portion of a building which is partly below and partly above grade, when the distance from the
actual grade to the finished surface of the floor above is less than six feet for more than 50% of the
total perimeter. A basement shall not be counted as a story and shall not be used in computing
minimum floor area.

In the case of EARTH BERMED home this shall not apply.

BED AND BREAKFAST
Means a single-family residential structure that meets all of the following criteria:
A. Has 10 or fewer sleeping rooms, including sleeping rooms occupied by the innkeeper, 1 or
more which are available for rent to transient tenants.

B. Serves meals at no extra cost to its transient tenants.

C. Has a smoke detector in proper working order in each sleeping room and a fire extinguisher in
proper working order on each floor. (MCL 125.1504b)
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BOARDING OR ROOMING HOUSE
Means a dwelling in which lodging or meals, or both are furnished to three or more guests for
compensation.

BUILDING

Means any structure either temporary or permanent, having a roof or other covering, and designed or
used for the shelter or enclosure of any person, animal, or property of any kind, including tents or
vehicles situated on private property and used for purposes of a building.

CAMPGROUND

Means a parcel or tract of land under the control of a person or organization in which sites are
offered for the use of the public or members of an organization, either free or for a fee, for temporary
living quarters.

CARPORT
Means a shelter for one or more vehicles which is not fully enclosed by walls and one or more doors.

CAR WASH
Means a lot and/or building where motor vehicles are washed or waxed, either by the Patron or by
others, using equipment specially designed for the purpose.

CHURCH
Means a building wherein persons regularly assemble for religious worship, which is used only for
such purpose and those accessory activities as are customarily associated therewith.

CLINIC
Means a place where Medical and/or Dental care is furnished to persons on an outpatient basis by
two or more Doctors and/or Dentists.

COMMUNITY ANTENNA TELEVISION SYSTEM (Cable Television)
Means any utility, providing television signals to individual subscribers for a fee, utilizing a common
receiving antenna(s) and any type of distribution system.

CONFORMANCE
Compatible, same as, consistent with.

DWELLING

Means any house, building, structure or portion thereof which is constructed to the current
(Michigan) State Construction Code as amended and the Michigan Property Maintenance Code or
standards for mobile home construction as contained in the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development Regulations (HUD) as amended, and is occupied in whole, or in part, as a home,
residence, living or sleeping place for one or more persons, either permanently or as transients.

In no case shall a travel trailer or recreational vehicle, automobile chassis, tent or portable building
be considered a dwelling. In case of mixed occupancy, where a building is occupied in part as a
dwelling unit, the part so occupied shall be deemed a dwelling unit for the purpose of this ordinance
and shall comply with the provisions thereof relative to dwellings.

A. Single-family dwelling
A dwelling designed or used for residential occupancy for one family.

B. Two-family dwelling or duplex
A dwelling designed or used for residential occupancy of two families only.
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C. Multifamily (or multiple) dwelling
A building or portion thereof used or designed as a residence for three or more families living
independently of each other and independently doing their own cooking in said building. This
definition includes three-family houses, four-family houses and apartment houses, but does not
include trailer camps, mobile home parks or hotels.

EASEMENT
Means a right given by the owner of land to another party for specific limited use of that land.

ESSENTIAL SERVICES

Means the erection, construction, alteration or maintenance by Public Utilities, Township
Departments, or Commissions of underground or overhead gas, electrical, steam or water
transmissions or distribution systems, collections, communications, supply or disposal systems
including poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipe, conduit, cables, fire alarm boxes, police call
boxes, traffic signals, hydrants, towers, telephone exchange and/or repeater buildings, electric
substations and substation buildings, gas regulator stations, and regulatory buildings, buildings for
public protection, and other similar equipment and accessories in connection therewith, but not
including any buildings except those expressly referred to herein reasonably necessary for the
furnishing of adequate service by such Public Utilities, Township Departments, Commissions, or for
the public health or safety or general welfare.

FAMILY
Means an individual or a group of two or more persons living together as a single housekeeping unit
and in a long-term family like environment.

FAMILY DAY CARE CENTER

A private home in which 1, but fewer than 7 minor children are received for care and supervision for

periods of less than 24 hours a day, unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except children related
to an adult member of the family by blood, marriage or adoption. Family Day Care home includes a
home that gives care to an unrelated minor child for more than 4 weeks during a calendar year.

A. Family Day Care Centers shall have no restriction on floor area use.

FARM

Real property used for agriculture or horticultural purposes comprised of at least 40 contiguous acres
which may include other noncontiguous acreage, all of which is owned and operated by a sole
proprietorship, partnership or corporation and including all necessary farm buildings, structures and
machinery.

A. A tract of land may be considered a farm if it is between 10 and 40 acres, provided it is
primarily devoted to an agricultural use and has produced a gross annual income from
agriculture of $200.00 or more, per year, per acre of cleared and tillable land.

FLOOD PLAIN
Means all areas adjoining a lake, stream, river, a creek, or a channel which is subject to inundation at
the highest known flood water level, as determined by slope, surface soil and/or vegetation.

FLOOR AREA

Means total gross area on all floors as measured to the outside surfaces of exterior walls, excluding
basements, crawl spaces, garages, carports, breezeways, attics, open porches, balconies and terraces.
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FOSTER CARE HOME
Means a facility which houses more than five residents in a controlled and cared for environment and
licensed under Public Act 287 of 1972, as amended.

GARAGE
Means a fully enclosed building for the storage of motor vehicles, not including buildings in which
fuel is sold, or repair, or other service performed.

GASOLINE SERVICE STATION
Means any land, building or structure used for the sale of motor vehicle fuels, oils, or accessories, or
doing automotive repairs.

GRANDFATHERED ACTIVITY

Means any activity or use which legally existed at the time of this ordinance's effective date and
which may be exempted from certain provisions of this ordinance.

(See Non-Conforming Lots, Uses or Structures).

GRAVEL PIT
Means any parcel of land or part thereof used for the purpose of extracting stone, sand, gravel, or
topsoil for sale as a commercial operation.

GREENBELT
An area designated in a plat, master deed, restrictive covenant, or regulation in which development is
restricted and no structure can be placed, other than a boat dock if expressly permitted.

GROUND COVERAGE
Means that portion of lot area included within the outside lines of the exterior walls of all buildings,
patios, and breezeways.

GROUP DAY CARE HOME

Means a private home in which 7, but fewer than 12 minor children are received for care and
supervision for periods of less than 24 hour a day, unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except
children related to an adult member of the family by blood, marriage or adoption. Group Day Care
Home includes a home that gives care to an unrelated minor child for more than 4 weeks during a
calendar year.

GROUP FAMILY HOMES
One to six residents living together as a single housekeeping unit in a long-term family-like
environment.

GROUP HOMES
Seven to fifteen residents living together as a single housekeeping unit in a long-term family-like
environment.

HOME OCCUPATION - COTTAGE INDUSTRIES
Means a business run out of a home.

HOTEL
Means a structure designed, used, or offered for temporary residential occupancy, including tourist
homes, resorts, and motels, but not including hospitals and nursing homes.

KENNEL
Means any activity involving the permanent or temporary keeping or treatment of 4 or more adult
animals as a business other than ordinary agricultural operation.
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LANDSCAPING
Anything constructed to retain or shape the earth, includes decorative walkways and trellises.

LAUNDROMAT
Means a place where patrons wash, dry or dry clean clothing and/or other fabrics in machines
operated by the patron.

LOT
Means a parcel of land separated from other parcels by legal descriptions, deed or subdivision plat.
Contiguous lots may or may not be considered as a lot of record.

LOT AREA

Means the total horizontal area of land within the boundary of a lot excluding any part under water
and shall not include that part of the lot in use or to be used as a dedicated public street, or a
perpetually recorded private street or easement (ingress or egress only).

LOT LINE
Means a line marking a boundary of a lot.

FRONT LOT Line - a front lot line, in the case of a lot abutting upon any public road or street means the
line separating such lot from such road or street right-of-way.

REAR LOT Line - a rear lot line is ordinarily that lot line which is opposite and most distant from the
Front Line of the lot. In the case of an irregular, triangular, or gore-shaped lot for the purpose of
determining depth or rear yard, a rear lot line shall be considered to be a line ten (10) feet in length entirely
within the lot, parallel to and at the maximum distance from the Front Lot Line of the lot. In cases where
none of these definitions are applicable, the Zoning Administrator or his Agent shall designate the rear lot
line.

SIDE LOT Line - a side lot line is any lot not a Front Lot Line or a Rear Lot Line. A side lot line
separating a lot from another lot or lots is an interior side lot line.

LOT LINE DEPTH
Means the average distance between the Front and Rear lot line, measured in the general direction of
its side lot lines.

LOT WIDTH
Means the average width measured at right angles to its depth.

MINI-STORAGE BUILDINGS
Structures with rental units for storage, excluding any hazardous, flammable or toxic waste items.
The building must comply with all pertinent building and fire codes.

MOBILE HOMES

Means a one family dwelling unit, built upon or having a frame or chassis, and designed to be moved
from one site to another, to be used with or without a permanent foundation and constructed to the
American National Standard Institute's or Department of Housing and Urban Development's code for
mobile or manufactured homes.

MOBILE HOME PARK

Means any parcel or tract of land licensed by the State of Michigan as a mobile home park, together
with any building, structure, enclosure, street, equipment or facility used, or intended for use,
accessory and incidental to such trailer coaches.
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MOBILE HOME SITE OR SPACE
Means a portion of a mobile home park set aside and clearly marked and designated for occupancy
and accommodation of an individual mobile home or trailer coach.

MOTORIZED VEHICLE
Means any automobile, truck, van, motorcycle, all terrain vehicle, tractor, golf cart, or other vehicle
that is propelled by a motor and designed to be operated on a public road or private land.

NON-CONFORMING LOTS, USES, OR STRUCTURES

Means a building, lot, or structure, or the use of a building or structure, or land lawfully existing at
the time this ordinance became effective, but which does not conform with the present use
regulations of the district in which it is located.

NUISANCE
Means anything that interferes with the use or enjoyment of property, endangers personal health or
safety, or is offensive to the senses.

NURSING HOME OR CONVALESCENT HOME
Means a structure designed or used for residential occupancy and providing limited medical or
nursing care on the premises for occupants, but not including a hospital or mental health center.

PARKING AREA
Means an area used for the parking of motor vehicles for a fee or as an accommodation for clients,
customers, residents, employees or general public.

PERSON
Means a human being or legal entity such as a corporation, partnership or association.

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD)

A special land use of a tract of land at least 10 acres in size for which greater flexibility is provided
to the Planning Commission to allow a beneficial mix of compatible land use and the relaxation of
zoning regulations on setbacks, lot sizes, parking, landscaping, and density according to procedures
and standards in Section 5.18 of the Morton Township Zoning Ordinance.

PRIVATE
Means belonging to or concerning an individual person or company; not open to the public; not made
generally known.

PUBLIC RECREATIONAL AREAS

Facilities or area open to the general public for outdoor recreational activities such as ball fields,
tennis courts, miniature golf courses, swimming pools, driving ranges, and archery ranges, but
EXCLUDING activities such as off-road vehicle courses, trap and skeet shooting, and race tracks.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE OR TRAVEL TRAILER

Here-in known as RV. Means a licensed or unlicensed vehicular, portable structure built on a chassis
and designed to be used for temporary occupancy for travel, recreational, or vacation use, including
self-propelled motor homes, pickup campers, fifth wheel vehicles, travel trailers, tent trailers, house
boats, camper boats and tents commercially constructed, or home built.

REZONE
Means changing the specific use for a singled-out tract of land to allow its highest and best use.
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ROADSIDE STAND

The intent and purpose is to protect and further the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of Morton
Township, Mecosta County, Michigan. Roadside stand means a temporary, seasonal, or year-round structure
(not considered real property) operated for the purpose of selling produce grown or produced on the same
premises by the proprietor of the roadside stand or the proprietor’s immediate family. Other roadside stands
are permitted in agricultural districts or commercial properties and their use shall not make the parcel into a
commercial district. A roadside stand, associated structure(s), signage, and required off-street parking must be
located and set back in such a manner so as not to create a traffic hazard and not to encroach upon or interfere
with the roadway right-of-way. Non-conforming roadside stands are not permitted.

SANITARY LANDFILL
Means the use of rubbish, commercial waste, garbage, with the exception of toxic waste for the purpose of
filling land, either naturally low, or low as the result of excavating.

SCREENED FROM VIEW
Means a barrier which is designed to obscure structures, uses, or activities from visual observation when
viewed from any off-lot location.

SETBACK
Means the minimum horizontal distance a building or structure any portion thereof, is required to be located
from the boundaries of the lot upon which the same is located.

SIGN
Means any announcement, declaration, illustration or insignia used to advertise or promote the interests of any
person, product or project when the same is placed, painted or displayed out of doors in view of the general
public.

SPECIAL LAND USES
Any requested use not specifically specified in the permitted principal uses may be issued a permit in
accordance to Section 5.19 General Regulations.

STORAGE BUILDING for PERSONAL USE
A structure used for storage of the property owners’ or current occupants’ personal property but cannot be
used for living quarters or commercial purposes.

STORY

Any portion of a building having its finished floor surface entirely above grade. A basement shall be
considered a story when the distance from the grade to the finished surface of the floor above the basement is
more than 6 feet for more than 50% of the total perimeter.

STRUCTURE

“Structure” means that which is built or constructed, an edifice or building of any kind, or a piece of work
artificially built up or composed of parts joined together in some definite manner but excluding sidewalks,
driveways, docks, and stairways to the water. Structure shall be construed as though followed by the word “or
part or parts of the structure and all equipment in the structure”, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

SWIMMING POOL

Any structure that is capable of containing water over 24 inches (610 mm) in depth and which is used, or
intended to be used, for swimming or recreational bathing. This includes in-ground, above-ground and on-
ground swimming pools, hot tubs and spas.

ALL OTHER WORDS NOT DEFINED HEREIN SHALL HAVE THE MEANING AS STATED IN THE MERRIAM-
WEBSTER DICTIONARY ONLINE VERSION (www.merriam-webster.com) OR HARDCOVER; OR THE MICHIGAN
STATE CONSTRUCTION CODE.

81


http://www.merriam-webster.com/

01/10/2023 ZONING ORDINANCE
ARTICLE 11 PLANNING COMMISSION

SECTION 11.0 INTENT
A. Name: Morton Township Planning Commission* (Resolution changes 08/13/2008)

B. Area of Jurisdiction: Morton Township outside the boundaries of the Village of Mecosta.

C. Address: Morton Township Hall, 290 W. Main St., Mecosta, M1 49332.
(Mail in care of P.O. Box 2)

D. Authority: Created to have a Planning Commission by a resolution of the Morton Township
Board of Commissioners on August 13, 2008, under Act 168 P.A.1959 as amended
(MCL.125.321., et seq.) and effective on October 13, 2008, after being published in the paper
for sixty (60) days with no response against it.

E. Purpose: To promote and coordinate township zoning and planning through development and
administration of a Zoning Ordinance and Master Plan.

SECTION 11.1 MEMBERSHIP
A. Number of Members: Five appointed members, representative of major interests as they exist
in the township. One member of the Township Board shall be appointed to the Planning
Commission.

The Township Board will appoint one alternate member that will only sit on the board in an
advisory position and have no vote.

B. Term of Office: Appointed members shall serve a three-year term with one-third of the terms
expiring each year.

C. Compensation: Appointed members and alternates shall be compensated for attendance at
meetings, mileage, and shall be reimbursed for costs of conferences approved in advance by
the Township Board.

A schedule of such compensation shall be set and maintained by the Township Board of
Trustees.

D. Zoning Administrator: The Zoning Administrator shall serve as an exofficio member of the
Planning Commission but shall have no vote.

The Zoning Administrator shall attend all regular meetings, special meetings, and public
hearings as requested by the Planning Commission Chairperson.

SECTION 11.2 OFFICERS
A. Officers: The officers of the Planning Commission shall include a Chairperson, Vice-Chair,
and Secretary from its members.

82



01/10/2023 ZONING ORDINANCE
B. Election: Election of Officers shall be held at the first regular meeting of the year.

C. Duties of Officers:
1. The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings, appoint committees and perform such other
duties as may be ordered by the Planning Commission.

2. The Vice Chairperson shall preside in the absence of the Chairperson.

3. The Secretary shall distribute the minutes and act as the recording secretary in the
Recording Secretary’s absence.

D. Recording Secretary
1. The Recording Secretary, employed by the Morton Township Board of Trustees, shall keep
minutes of all meetings, attendance records, record documents, handle correspondence, and
perform such other duties as the Planning Commission may determine.

SECTION 11.3 MEETINGS
A. Regular Meetings: Shall be held monthly, at 7:00 p.m. at the Morton Township Hall, or at
other designated locations in Morton Township, dates to be set at the first meeting of the year.
Changes to the set dates may be made at any regular or special meeting throughout the year by
a majority vote of the Planning Commission.

Cancellation of such meetings shall be determined by the Chairperson, and notice shall be
given to members by the Zoning Administrator at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled time of
the meeting. In case of cancellations due to weather or other emergencies, the Zoning
Administrator will notify all members.

B. Special Meetings: Shall be called by the Chairperson or any three members.
All members shall be notified by the Zoning Administrator not less than 48 hours before the
meeting. Notice of the meeting shall state the time, place, and purpose of the meeting.

C. All meetings and records shall be open to the public.

D. Quorum:
1. A majority of the total number of members of the membership shall be necessary for the
adoption of or amendment to the Zoning Ordinance or Master Plan.

2. Whenever a quorum is not present at a regular or special meeting, those present may act as
a study group on matters at issue and report the same at a subsequent meeting at which a
quorum is present.

E. Order of Business
1. Agenda
a. Roll call
b. Reading and approval of minutes
c. Old business
d. New business
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e. Remarks from citizens in attendance
f. Reports

g. Correspondence

h. Adjournment

2. Procedural matters not included in the By-Laws shall be governed by Robert's Rules of
Order.

3. All motions shall be restated by the Chairperson before a vote is taken.
The name of the maker and the seconder of a motion shall be recorded.

4. Voting shall be by voice and recorded by Yeas and Nays.
Roll Call votes shall be recorded:
a. upon request by members of the Planning Commission or
b. for all questions involving an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance or Master Plan.

SECTION 11.4 ATTENDANCE
Failure to attend three consecutive regular meetings without due cause shall require the Secretary to
prepare a memorandum, requesting that the member resign.

The letter of resignation and/or memorandum shall be sent to the Township Board of Trustees with a
request to fill the vacancy.

SECTION 11.5 HEARINGS
Before the amendment of the Master Plan public hearings shall be held in accordance with Public Act
33 of 2008, as amended.

Before the amendment of the Zoning Ordinance, public hearings shall be held in accordance with the
provisions in the Zoning Ordinance and with Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended.

SECTION 11.6 AMENDMENTS
These rules may be amended, following a 15-day study period, at any regular or special meeting by a
two-thirds vote of the members present.

Any amendment must be presented to the Planning Commission in writing.

Approved by the Morton Township Board at a regular meeting.

*- On August 13, 2008, the Morton Township Board of Trustees passed a resolution to establish a Planning

Commission with zoning authority. Resolution R-08813 — A Resolution to Establish a Planning Commission with
Zoning Authority.  This Resolution in its entirety is at the end of the Zoning Ordinance.

*- On May 19, 2009, the Morton Township Board of Trustees passed an ordinance to confirm the establishment of a

Planning Commission with Zoning Authority under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008.
Ordinance #40 — An Ordinance to Confirm the Establishment of a Planning Commission with Zoning Authority.
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ARTICLE 12 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

SECTION 12.0 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - ORGANIZATION

1. There is hereby established a Zoning Board of Appeals as provided for in Act 183, Public Act of
1943, as amended, and appointed by the Morton Township Board, which shall have all of the
powers and duties provided by State law and no others except as specifically set forth in this or any
other ordinance of Morton Township. It may make any rules of procedure, consistent with law,
which may be necessary or convenient for carrying out its functions. Copies of such rules shall be
made available to the public by the Zoning Administrator.

2. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall consist of at least three (3) members and two (2) alternates as
follows:
A. One member shall be a member of the planning commission.

B. Other members shall be selected and appointed by the Township Board from among the
electors residing in the unincorporated area of the Township.

C. One may be a member of the Township Board.
3. The term of each member shall be three (3) years and until a successor has been appointed and
qualified, which successor must be appointed not more than one (1) month after the expiration of

the preceding term.

Staggered terms shall be effective for the first two (2) appointed members serving for two (2) years
and the remaining for three (3) years.

4. No elected official shall serve as chairperson.

5. Members may be removed by the Township Board for non-performance of duty or misconduct in
office based on written charges and after a public hearing.

6. Where member conflicts of interest exist, such member shall disqualify himself from voting.
Failure to do so constitutes misconduct in office.

7. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall hold hearings not less often than once in the first quarter of the
year to elect officers and review any administrative functions.

Meetings other than the first quarter shall be scheduled by the Zoning Administrator no later than
35 days after receipt of the Zoning Board of Appeals application.

However, the board must meet at least once per calendar year.
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SECTION 12.1 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - DUTIES

1. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall act upon all questions as they may arise in the administration of
the Zoning Ordinance, including the interpretation of the zoning maps (see Section 13.9).

It shall hear and decide appeals from and review any order, requirements, decisions or
determination made by the Zoning Administrator pursuant to the provisions of this ordinance. It
shall also hear and decide all matters referred to it or upon which it is required to pass under the
provisions of this ordinance.

The concurring vote of the majority of the members of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be
necessary to reverse any order, requirement, decision or determination of the Zoning Administrator
or to decide in favor of the applicant any matter upon which they are required to pass under this
ordinance or to affect any variation of this ordinance.

2. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall conduct all meetings in public.

Formal hearings of any appeal must be set within a reasonable time and conducted as a public
hearing with due notice given to all parties affected.

Specific requirements of the local ordinance must also be adhered to. See Section 13.0.2 for
specific requirements for public hearings.

3. No local body, including the Township Board, can override a decision of the Zoning Board of
Appeals.

SECTION 12.2 VARIANCE

1. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the authority to grant a variance where there are practical
difficulties or unnecessary hardship in the way of carrying out the strict letter of the Zoning
Ordinance. In deciding a request for a variance, the Zoning Board of Appeals may vary or modify
any of its rules or provisions so that the spirit of the ordinance is observed, public safety secured,
and substantial justice done.

There are two (2) types of variances:
A. Use Variance:
The Use Variance is a modification of the literal provisions of the Zoning Ordinance which
is authorized by the Zoning Board of Appeals when strict enforcement of the ordinance
would cause “unnecessary hardship” for the property owner due to circumstances unique to
the property. A Use Variance permits a use of land that is otherwise not allowed in that
district, i.e. commercial use in a residential district.

B. Non-Use Variance:
This is known as a “Dimensional Variance”. It is a modification of the literal provisions of
the Zoning Ordinance which is authorized by the Zoning Board of Appeals when strict
enforcement of the ordinance would cause “practical difficulties” for the property owner
due to circumstances unique to the property. Unique features could include an odd shape of
the property, small size of the property, or the location of natural features, such as trees,
rock formations, streams or wetlands.
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2. To grant a use variance, the Zoning Board of Appeals must find on the basis of substantial
evidence before it that the applicant has shown unnecessary hardship because

A. The property cannot reasonably be used in a manner consistent with existing zoning, and

B. The landowner’s situation is due to unique circumstances peculiar to the property rather than
general conditions of the neighborhood, and

C. The use authorized by the variances will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood,
and

D. The hardship is not the result of the applicant’s own actions.
3. To grant a non-use variance, the Zoning Board of Appeals must find on the basis of substantial
evidence before it that the applicant will suffer practical difficulties in meeting all of the

provisions of the ordinance.

In determining whether or not to grant a non-use variance, the Zoning Board of Appeals the
following circumstances must exist:

A. Whether compliance with the regulations would unreasonably prevent the owner from using the
property for a permitted purpose, or would render conformity with such restrictions
unnecessarily burdensome, and

B. Whether a grant of the variance applied for would do substantial justice to the applicant as

well as to other property owners in the district, or whether a lesser relaxation than that
requested would give substantial relief to the owner and be more consistent with justice to
other property owners, and

C. Whether the plight of the owner is due to unique circumstances, and

D. Whether the problem is self-created, and

E. Whether relief can be granted in such fashion that the spirit of the ordinance will be observed
and public safety secured, and substantial justice done. (Section 604(7), MCL 125.3604 (7))

4. The Zoning Board of Appeals can impose conditions on any variance it grants.
5. All variances shall be recorded with the Township Clerk’s office.

6. No variance granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals shall remain valid if the use or structure it
authorizes is not substantially commenced within one (1) year of the variance being granted.
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ARTICLE 13 ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 13.0 ADMINISTRATIVE STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES

1. Whenever, in the course of administration and enforcement of this ordinance, it is necessary or
desirable to make an administrative decision, then, unless other standards are provided in the
ordinance, the decision shall be made so that the result will not be contrary to the spirit and purpose
of this ordinance or injurious to the surrounding neighborhood.

2. Where a public hearing is required in the administration of this ordinance, the Zoning Board of
Appeals and the Planning Commission:

A. Shall base their decision upon facts presented at the public hearing.

B. For Special Land Use Permits and Zoning Board of Appeals hearings, shall publish notice of
the public hearing in a township newspaper of general circulation, such notice to be given not
less than 15 days prior to the public hearing, and also notify by mail or personal service all
property owners to whom real property is assessed within 300 feet of the boundary of the
property in question, and to all occupants of structures within 300 feet.

If a structure contains more than one dwelling unit or spatial area owned or leased by different
individuals, partnerships, businesses or organizations, one occupant of each unit or spatial area
shall receive notice.

In the case of a single structure containing more than four dwelling units or other distinct
spatial areas owned or leased by different individuals, partnerships, businesses or
organizations, notice may be given to the manager or owner of the structure who shall be
requested to post the notice at the primary entrance of the structure.

C. For amendments, shall publish two notices in a newspaper of general circulation in the
township, one at least twenty (20) but not more than thirty (30) days before the hearing and the
second not more than eight (8) days before the hearing.

Said notice shall also go to utilities registered to receive the notice, to railroads within the zone
affected and if the amendment is a rezoning, to owners of the property proposed for rezoning,
at least twenty (20) days before the hearing.

D. Shall, when necessary, notify proper officials of any adjacent local unit of government when
property in question borders on that unit of government.

E. Shall set forth in all notifications, the time, place, and nature of the request, the geographic
area included in the zoning proposal, where and when written comments will be received, and
where and when the zoning ordinance and proposals or applications there under may be
examined.

F. Shall permit interested parties at the hearing to present and rebut information either supporting
or opposing the zoning action under consideration.

G. Shall prepare a comprehensive summary record of the hearing, including an exact record of
motions, votes, and other official action.
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H. Shall set forth in writing and in detail any recommended denial, approval, conditional
approval, or order and the facts supporting such decision, to the township board, within 60
days after the public hearing.

I.  Shall comply with all other requirements under the law.
J.  Shall have all administrative actions recorded with the Morton Township Clerk.

3. Wherever a discretionary decision is authorized in this ordinance, such as but not limited to, the
issuance of Special Land Use Permits, conditions (including, but not limited to greater setbacks,
parking, screening, drainage, access control and other similar requirements) may be imposed
provided they are:

A. Designed to protect natural resources, the health, safety and welfare, and the social and
economic well-being of those who will use the land or activity under consideration, residents
and landowners immediately adjacent to the proposed use or activity, and the community as a
whole.

B. Related to the valid exercise of the police power, and the purposes which are affected by the
proposed use or activity.

C. Necessary to meet the intent and purpose of the zoning ordinance for the land use or activity
under consideration and are necessary to insure Compliance with those standards.

D. The conditions imposed with respect to the approval of a land use or activity shall be recorded
in the record of the approval action and shall remain unchanged except upon the mutual
consent of the approving authority and the landowner. A record of any changed condition
shall also be maintained.

4. All administrative guides or rules developed to assist the Zoning Board of Appeals or the Planning
Commission in the administration of the ordinance shall be filed with the Morton Township Clerk
and be open to public inspection.

SECTION 13.1 ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS

The Township Board is authorized and empowered to cause this ordinance to be amended,
supplemented or changed, pursuant to the authority and according to the procedure set forth in Act 184
of the Michigan Public Acts of 1943, as amended.

Proposals for amendments may be initiated by the Township Board, the Planning Commission, or by
petition of one or more owners of property in Morton Township affected by such proposed
amendments. The procedure for amending this ordinance shall be as follows:

1. Each petition shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator, accompanied by the proper fee, and
then referred to the Planning Commission, for their review at a public hearing, which is held in
conformance with Section 13.0.2 of this ordinance.

2. Following the public hearing, the Planning Commission shall transmit their recommendation and a
summary of the comments received at the public hearing to the Township Board.
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The Planning Commission shall grant a hearing on the proposed amendment to any property owner
who has filed a written request for same prior to the regular meeting at which the proposed
amendment is to be considered.

Newspaper notice of a public hearing by the Township Board shall be given as provided by law.

3. No petition for an amendment, which has been disapproved by the Township Board, shall be
resubmitted for a period of one year from the date of disapproval, except as may be permitted by
the Township Board after learning of new and significant facts or conditions which might result in
favorable action upon resubmittal. Resubmittal shall follow the same procedure as outlined in this
section.

4. Following the adoption of an amendment by the Township Board, one notice of adoption shall be
published in a newspaper of general circulation in the township within 15 days after approval.

The notice of adoption shall include the following information:

A. A summary of the regulator effect of the amendment including the geographic area affected,
or a summary of the text of the amendment.

B. The effective date of the amendment; and

C. The place and time where a copy of the ordinance may be purchased or inspected.

SECTION 13.2 FINANCIAL SECURITY (PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE)

1. Whenever, in the course of administration and enforcement of this ordinance, it is necessary or
desirable to assure compliance with the provisions of this ordinance and protect the public health,
safety, and general welfare, the Morton Township Board may require an applicant to provide
financial security in one or a combination of the following arrangements:

A. Performance Bond - A performance bond or surety bond issued by an acceptable bonding
company authorized to do business in the State of Michigan.

B. Escrow Fund - A cash deposit or by certified check.

C. Irrevocable letter of credit. An irrevocable letter of credit issued by a bank authorized to do
business in the State of Michigan.

2. Such guarantee shall be deposited with the Township Treasurer at the time of the issuance of the
special use permit.

In fixing the amount of such performance guarantee, the Morton Township Board shall limit it to
reasonable improvements required to meet the standards of this ordinance and to protect the natural
resources or the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the township and future users or
inhabitants of the proposed project or project area including, but not limited to roadways, lighting,
utilities, sidewalks, screening and drainage.
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The term "improvements” does not include the entire project which is the subject of zoning
approval nor to improvements for which a performance guarantee has been deposited pursuant to
Act No. 288 of 1967, as amended.

The Morton Township Board and the project developer shall establish an agreeable procedure for
the rebate of any cash deposits required under this section, in reasonable proportion to the ratio of
the work completed on the required improvements as work progresses.

Said agreement shall be written as an element of the conditions surrounding the approval.

SECTION 13.3 FEES
Persons requesting a special meeting of the Township Planning Commission, any appeals board, or
request for rezoning, variance, amendment or Special Use Permit, shall first pay a fee as set by the
Township Board of Trustees.

SECTION 13.4 THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR
The office of Zoning Administrator is hereby established.

The Zoning Administrator shall be appointed by the Morton Township Board and shall serve at their
pleasure and shall receive such compensation as the Township Board may, from time to time,
determine.

The Zoning Administrator may serve in other capacities with Morton Township so long as such
positions are not in conflict, one with the other, who shall administer the provisions of this ordinance
and shall have all administrative powers in connection therewith which are not specifically assigned to
some other officer or body.

The Zoning Administrator shall have no power to vary or waive Ordinance requirements. In no case
shall the Zoning Administrator proceed until the proper application and fee has been submitted.

SECTION 13.5 ZONING COMPLIANCE PERMITS

1. Hereafter, no land use shall be commenced or changed, and no structure shall be erected, enlarged
or demolished until the owner of record, or their authorized agent, has obtained a Zoning
Compliance Permit from the Zoning Administrator.

2. The Zoning Administrator shall issue such permit upon the furnishing in writing, over the
signature of the applicant, of such information as may be necessary to establish that the proposed
use, structure, or addition is in full compliance with all provisions of this ordinance, and payment
of a permit fee.

3. No Zoning Compliance Permit shall be issued where it appears that any land areas required to

conform to any provision of this ordinance is also required as part of any adjoining property to
keep the development or user thereof in conformity with this ordinance, or to keep it from
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becoming more nonconforming, if such land area was, at any time subsequent to the
commencement of development or use of such adjoining property, in common ownership with such
adjoining property.

4. A Zoning Compliance Permit based on any materially false statement in the application or
supporting documents is absolutely void ab inito and shall be revoked by the Zoning Administrator
after notice to the applicant and an opportunity to be heard. Any Zoning Compliance Permit issued
as a result of any application or supporting documents which contain any false statement of fact is
void and such permit shall be revoked by the Zoning Administrator after notice to the applicant and
an opportunity to be heard. No zoning compliance permits shall remain valid if the use or structure
it authorizes is not substantially commenced within one (1) year of the date the permit is issued.

SECTION 13.6 CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY/USE
1. No permanent Certificate of Occupancy/Use shall be issued under any building code applicable in
Morton Township until all requirements of this ordinance have been met.

2. A temporary certificate may be issued for a maximum of one (1) year under circumstances where
expressly permitted by this ordinance.

3. Certificates of Occupancy/Use to be issued by the Building Inspector.

SECTION 13.7 SPECIAL ZONING ORDERS, BOOK AND MAP
The Zoning Administrator shall keep in his office a book, to be known as the Special Zoning Orders
Book, in which he shall list, with a brief description,

all variances,

special land use permits,

authorizations for planned unit developments,

designations of nonconformance,

and any termination of any of them.

Each entry shall be assigned a number which shall correspond when possible to the Township Property
Assessment Roll Number.

The Zoning Administrator shall also keep a map, to be known as The Zoning Orders Map, on which he
shall record the numbers in the Zoning Orders Book to indicate the locations affected by the items in
the book.

The Zoning Orders Book and Map shall be open to public inspection.

SECTION 13.8 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

A. A violation of this Ordinance is a municipal civil infraction, for which the fine shall be not less
than $50.00 nor more than $500.00 for the first offense and not less than $100.00 nor more than
$2,500.00 for subsequent offenses, at the discretion of the Court, and such fine shall be in addition
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to all other costs, attorney fees, damages, expenses, and other remedies as provided by law. For
purposes of this section, “subsequent offense” means a violation of the provisions of this
Ordinance committed by the same person for the same property within twelve (12) months of a
previous violation of the same provision of this Ordinance for which said person admitted
responsibility or was adjudicated to be responsible, provided, however, that offenses committed on
subsequent days within a period of one week following the issuance of a citation for a first offense
shall all be considered separate first offenses.

B. In addition to pursuing a municipal civil infraction proceeding pursuant to subsection A hereof, the
Township may also institute an appropriate action in a court of competent jurisdiction seeking
injunctive, declaratory, or other equitable relief to enforce or interpret this Ordinance or any
provision of the Ordinance.

C. All remedies available to the Township under this Ordinance and Michigan law shall be deemed to
be cumulative and not exclusive.

D. Any use of land that is commenced or conducted, any activity, or any building, item or structure
that is erected, moved, used, placed, reconstructed, razed, extended, enlarged, altered, maintained,
or changed, in violation of any provision of this Ordinance is also hereby declared to be a nuisance
per se.

E. Each and every day during which a violation of this Ordinance shall exist shall be deemed to be a
separate offense.

F. Any person, firm or entity that assists with or enables the violation of this Ordinance shall be
responsible for aiding and abetting and shall be considered to have violated the provision of this
Ordinance involved for which such aiding and abetting occurred. Furthermore, any attempt to
violate this Ordinance shall be deemed a violation of the provision of this Ordinance involved as if
the violation had been successful or completed.

SECTION 13.9 ZONING MAPS

The location and boundaries of the zoning districts established by this ordinance are set forth on the
zoning maps of the Township of Morton which accompany this ordinance and which maps, with all
notations, references, and other information shown thereon, is incorporated herein and is as much a
part of the ordinance as if fully described and set forth herein.

Where, due to the scale, lack of detail or illegibility of the zoning map in Section 13.9, there is any
uncertainty, contradiction or conflict as to the intended location of any zoning district boundary as
shown thereon, the Zoning Administrator shall make an interpretation of said map upon request of any
person.

Any person aggrieved by any such interpretation may appeal such interpretation to the Zoning Board
of Appeals.

The Zoning Administrator, and the Zoning Board of Appeals, in interpreting the zoning map or
deciding any appeal, shall apply the following standards:
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1. Zoning district boundary lines are intended to follow lot lines, or be parallel or perpendicular
thereto, or along the center lines of alleys, street, rights-of-way or water courses, unless such
boundary lines are fixed by dimensions shown on the zoning map.

2. Where zoning districts' boundary lines are so indicated that they approximately follow lot lines,
such lot lines shall be construed to be such boundary lines.

3. Where a zoning district boundary line divides a lot, the location of any such zoning district
boundary line, unless indicated by dimensions shown on the zoning map, shall be determined by
the use of the map scale shown thereon.

4. If, after the application of the foregoing rules, uncertainty still exists as to the exact location of a
zoning district boundary line, the boundary line shall be determined in a reasonable manner,
considering the history and uses of property and the history or zoning ordinances and amendments
in the Township of Morton as well as all other relevant facts.
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ARTICLE 14 SEVERABILITY, ENACTMENT, CERTIFICATION

SECTION 14.0 SEVERABILITY

This ordinance and the various parts, sections, subsections, and clauses thereof, are hereby declared to
be severable. If any part sentence, paragraph, subsection, section or clause is adjudged
unconstitutional or invalid, it is hereby provided that the remainder of the ordinance shall not be
affected thereby.

If any part, sentence, paragraph, subsection, section or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid as
applied to a particular property, building, or other structure, it is hereby provided that the application of
such portion of the ordinance to other property, buildings, or structures shall not be affected thereby.

Whenever any condition or limitation is included in an order authorizing a planned unit development
or any special use permit, variance, grading permit, zoning compliance permit, certificate of
occupancy, site plan approval, or designation of Class A non-conformance, it shall be conclusively
presumed that the authorizing officer or body considered such condition of limitation necessary to
carry out the spirit and purpose of this ordinance or the requirement of some provision thereof, and to
protect the public health, safety, and welfare, and that the officer or board would not have granted the
authorization to which the conditions or limitation pertains except in the belief that the condition or
limitation was lawful.

SECTION 14.1 ORDINANCE ENACTMENT & EFFECTIVE DATE
1. This ordinance shall take immediate effect.

2. All ordinances, resolutions or orders or parts thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this
ordinance are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed.

3. Notice of this ordinance shall be published as required by law in a newspaper of general circulation
within the boundaries of the township, and qualified under state law to publish legal notices,
promptly after its adoption, and the same shall be recorded in the Ordinance Book of the Township
and such recording authenticated by the signatures of the Township Supervisor and Clerk.
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SECTION 14.2 CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the Morton Township Zoning
Ordinance, Ordinance No. 87-2, duly adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Morton,
County of Mecosta, State of Michigan, at a meeting held on September 1, 1987 and that said meeting
was conducted and public notice of said meetings was given pursuant to and in full compliance of the
Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan 1976, as amended, and that the minutes
of said meeting were kept and will be or have been available as required by said Act.

| further certify that member R. Peacock moved adoption of said ordinance and that member M. Evert
supported said motion.

| further certify that the following members voted for adoption of said ordinance: Sheehan, Blandford,
Becker, Peacock & Evert and that the following members voted against adoption of said ordinance:
none.

| further certify that said ordinance has been recorded in the Ordinance Book of the Township and that
such recording has been authenticated by the signatures of the Supervisor and Clerk.

Nancy Sheehan Margaret Blandford
Morton Township Supervisor Morton Township Clerk

MINUTES OF MEETING 7-14-92

Johnson moved to approve the amendments to the Zoning Ordinance recommended by Zoning Comm. Proposed
amendments to be in effect the date of publication of a summary. 2nd by Edwards. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent.
Carried.

Notice ran in the Pioneer East, Monday, August 3, 1992
Amended Zoning Ord. in effect the date 8-3-92

Lewés L. Jotnoon

Lewis L. Johnson - Morton Township Clerk
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AMENDMENTS, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE NO. 35
ADOPTING SECTION 601 AND AMENDING SECTION 713.1

OF THE MORTON TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE
PUBLISHED THE BIG RAPIDS PIONEER - PAGE 5B - JANUARY 12, 2001

Section 1. Section 601 is added to the Morton Township Zoning Ordinance and reads as follows:
Water wells, water well equipment enclosures not larger than 150 square feet in area, water pipelines, water pipeline
equipment vaults not higher than 2 feet above grade level and not larger than 50 square feet in area, and water
monitoring wells are permitted uses in all zoning districts, subject to setback and building code regulations.

Section 2. Section 713.1 of the Morton Township Zoning Ordinance is amended so that it reads as follows:
Regulations - Except as otherwise specifically provided in this ordinance, all structures shall comply with the following
size, height, and setback requirements, except - sidewalks, fences, driveways, stairways to the water and docks, water
pipelines and equipment vaults.

RESOLUTION 01814
AMENDING THE FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS IN THE

MORTON TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE
PUBLISHED IN THE BIG RAPIDS PIONEER - AUGUST 17, 2001
(These amendment changes are made to bring the Morton Township Zoning Ordinance into compliance with
MCL 125.286.9 of the Township Rural Zoning Act and Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1973, as amended, pertaining to
the regulation of Child Day Care Organizations, State of Michigan, Department of Social Services.)

AMENDMENT # 1 - AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF FAMILY DAY CARE HOME
“Family Day Care Home means a private home in which 1, but fewer than 7 minor children are received for care and
supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a day, unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except children related to
an adult member of the family by blood, marriage, or adoption. Family Day Care Home includes a home that gives
care to an unrelated minor child for more than 4 weeks during a calendar year.”

AMENDMENT #2 - ADD THE TERM “GROUP DAY CARE HOME” TO THE SPECIFIC TERMS
“Group Day Care Home means a private home in which 6, but fewer than 12 minor children are received for care and
supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a day, unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except children related to
an adult member of the family by blood, marriage, or adoption. Group Day Care Home includes a home that gives care
to an unrelated minor child for more than 4 weeks during a calendar year.”
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MORTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION
MECOSTA COUNTY MICHIGAN
(Regular Law Township)
A RESOLUTION TO CREATE A SEPARATE ZONING BOARD

R-051108

WHEREAS, the Morton Township Board of Trustees, County of Mecosta, State of Michigan, in
conformity with 168 Public Act 159 resolved on February 5, 1974 to create the Morton Township
Planning Commission which has evolved over the years into a Planning and Zoning Commission.

WHEREAS, the Morton Township Zoning Board is hereby created, consisting of five (5) members to
be appointed by the Morton Township Board of Trustees, three (3) of which will be for terms of two
(2) years each and two (2) which shall be appointed for terms of four (4) years each. Successors shall
be appointed for terms of four (4) years. Elected officers of the Morton Township Board of Trustees
and employees of Morton Township are not eligible to serve on the Morton Township Zoning Board.

WHEREAS, the Morton Township Board of Trustees desire to split the Planning and Zoning
Commission and for a separate stand-alone Morton Township Zoning Board. The Zoning Board will
have the by-laws that are currently in place.

WHEREAS, the Morton Township Zoning Board shall hold a minimum of two (2) regular meetings
annually, and as many as may be required to handle the business assigned to the Zoning Board. The
Morton Township Zoning Board shall elect from its appointed members, a chairperson, secretary, and
other officers or committees the Zoning Board considers necessary. Members of the Morton Township
Zoning Board may receive such compensation as determined and appropriated annually in advance by
the Morton Township Board of Trustees.

WHEREAS, the Morton Township Zoning Board shall adopt and file recommendations with the
Morton Township Board of Trustees as to
A. The establishment or amendment of zoning districts;

B. The text of the Zoning Ordinance and amendments or supplements to the Zoning Ordinance;
C. Amendments to the zoning map;
D. The administration and enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance;

m

Special or conditional land uses, site plans, Planned Unit Developments (PUD), and any other
project or development requiring zoning approval by the Morton Township Board of Trustees;

F. Those matters specified in the Morton Township Zoning Ordinance as requiring review by the
the Morton Township Zoning Board,

G. Any other subject relating to Morton Township Zoning referred to the Zoning Board by the
Morton Township Board of Trustees.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Morton Township Board of Trustees,
moves to adopt the forming of a separate five (5) member Zoning Board.

The foregoing resolution offered by Trustee Board Member, Lewis Johnson and support by Trustee
Board Member, Mark Kuzma.

Upon Roll Call Vote, the following voted "Aye": James Scott, Lewis Johnson, Douglas Behrend, Mark Kuzma
the following voted "Nay":  William Guy Absent: None

The Supervisor declared the motion passed and the Resolution R-051108 duly adopted November 8, 2005.
Effective December 31, 2005.

CERTIFICATE

I, Lewis L. Johnson, the duly and acting Clerk of Morton Township, hereby certify that the foregoing
constitutes a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted at a meeting of the Morton Township Board
of Trustees held at the Morton Township Hall on November 8, 2005, that said meeting was conducted and
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act,
being 1976 PA 267; that a quorum of the Board of Trustees was present and voted in favor of said
Resolution; and that minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as
required by said Open Meeting Act.

Effective December 31, 2005.

Lewis L. Johnson, Morton Township Clerk
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MORTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION
MECOSTA COUNTY MICHIGAN
(Regular Law Township)
A RESOLUTION TO RENAME
THE MORTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
THE MORTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

R-051108-A

WHEREAS, the Morton Township Board of Trustees, County of Mecosta, State of Michigan, in
conformity with 168 Public Act 159 resolved on February 5, 1974 to create the Morton Township
Planning Commission which has evolved over the years into a Planning and Zoning Commission.

WHEREAS, the Morton Township Planning and Zoning Commission is renamed the Morton
Township Planning Commission, which shall be a township planning commission as defined in MCL
125.321.

WHEREAS, the Morton Township Planning Commission shall have the power to make, adopt,
extend, add to or otherwise amend the Morton Township Master Plan.

WHEREAS, the Morton Township Planning Commission shall consist of five (5) members, who shall
be representative of major interests as they exist in the Township, such as agriculture, recreation,
education, public health, government, commerce, transportation and industry. All members shall be
qualified electors and property owners of Morton Township. One member of the Morton Township
Board of Trustees shall be a member of the Morton Township Planning Commission. All members of
the Morton Township Planning Commission shall be appointed by the Township Supervisor, with the
approval of the Morton Township Board of Trustees. Members may be removed by the Morton
Township Supervisor, after a hearing, with the approval of the Township Board of Trustees. The terms
for each member shall be three (3) years. A sucessor shall be appointed not more than one (1) month
after the term of the preceding Commission member has expired. All vacancies for unexpired terms
shall be filled for the remainder of such term.

WHEREAS, Members of the Morton Township Planning Commission may be compensated for their
services as provided and appropriated by the Morton Township Board of Trustees. The Planning
Commission shall prepare a detailed budget and submit it to the Morton Township Board of Trustees
for approval or disapproval.

WHEREAS, Members of the Morton Township Planning Commission shall elect a chairperson, vice-
chairperson, and secretary from its members, and shall create and fill other offices or committees it
considers advisable. The term of each officer shall be one (1) year. The Morton Township Planning
Commission may appoint advisory committees outside of its membership.

WHEREAS, the Morton Township Planning Commission shall hold at least four (4) regular meetings
per year, which shall be held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act.

WHEREAS, the Morton Township Board of Trustees, upon recommendation of the Morton Township
Planning Commission, may employ a Planner, Planning Director, or other planning personnel, contract
for the services or studies of planners or other technicians and pay or authorize the payment of
expenses within the funds budgeted and provided for planning purposes.
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WHEREAS, the Morton Township Planning Commission shall adopt rules for the transaction of its
business and shall keep a public record of its resolutions, transactions, findings, and determinations. It
shall make an annual written report to the Morton Township Board of Trustees concerning its
operations and the status of planning activities, including recommendations regarding actions by the
Morton Township Board of Trustees related to planning and development.

WHEREAS, the Morton Township Planning Commission shall make, approve, and update a Master
Plan as a guide for the development of unincorporated portions of the Township. The Morton
Township Master Plan shall be a "basic plan™ or "plan” as defined in MCL 125.321 for the Township
Planning Act. As a basis for the plan, the Morton Township Planning Commission may:

(@) Make inquiries, investigations and surveys of all of the resources of the Township;

(b) Assemble and analyze data and formulate plans for the proper conservation and use of all
resources, including a determination of the extent of probable future needs for the most
advantageous designation of lands having various use potentials and for services, facilities and
utilities required to equip those lands;

(c) Meet with other governmental planning commissions to deliberate;

(d) Make use of expert advice and information which may be furnished by appropriate federal,
state, county, and municipal officials, departments, and agencies having information, maps,
and data pertinent to Township Planning. State, regional, county and municipal officials,
departments, and agencies shall make available public information for the use of Township
Planning Commissions and may furnish such other technical assistance and advice as they
may have for planning purposes;

(e) In addition to the Master Plan provided above, by a majority vote of the members, the Morton
Township Planning Commission may adopt a plan for a geographic area less than the entire
unincorporated area of the Township if, because of the unique physical characteristics of that
area, more intensive planning is necessary for the purposes set forth above.

The Morton Township Master Plan shall:

Address land use issues and may project twenty (20) years or more into the future. The plan shall
include maps, plats, charts and descriptive, explanatory and other related matter and shall show the
Planning Commission's recommendations for the physical development of the unincorporated area of
the Township.

The Plan shall include those of the following subjects which reasonably can be considered as pertinent
to the future development of the Township:

(@) Provide a land use plan and program, in part consisting of a classification and allocation of
land for agriculture, residences, commerce, industry, recreation, ways and ground, public
buildings, schools, soil conservation, forests, wood lots, open space, wildlife refuges, and
other uses and purposes;

(b) Describe the general location, character and extent of streets, roads, highways, railroads,
airports, bicycle paths, pedestrian ways, bridges, waterways, and water front developments,
flood prevention works, drainage, sanitary sewers and water supply systems, works for
preventing pollution, and works for maintaining water levels, and public utilities and
structures;
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(c) Provide recommendations as to the general character, extent, and layout for redevelopment or
rehabilitation of blighted areas, and the removal, relocation, widening, narrowing, vacating,
abandonment, or changes or use or extension of ways, grounds, open spaces, building, utilities,
or other facilities;

(d) Make recommendations for implementing any of its proposals.

Once the Planning Commission has adopted the Morton Township Master Plan, no street, square, park,
or other public way, ground or open space, or public building or structure, shall be constructed or
authorized in the Township of Morton in the Planned Section and District, until the location, character
and extent there of shall have been submitted to and approved by the Morton Township Planning
Commission.

The Morton Township Board of Trustees shall refer plats or other matters relating to land development
to the Planning Commission before final action thereon by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
and may request the Planning Commission to recommend regulations governing the subdivision of the
land. The recommendations may provide for the procedures of submittal, including recommendations
for submitting a preliminary subdivision design, the standards of design and the physical
improvements that may be required.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Morton Township Board of Trustees,
moves to rename the Morton Township Planning and Zoning Commission, the Morton Township
Planning Commission.

The foregoing resolution offered by Trustee Board Member, Mark Kuzma and support by Trustee
Board Member, Douglas Behrend.

Upon Roll Call Vote, the following voted "Aye": James Scott, Lewis Johnson, Douglas Behrend, Mark Kuzma
the following voted "Nay":  William Guy
Absent: None

The Supervisor declared the motion passed and the Resolution R-051108 duly adopted November 8, 2005.
Effective December 31, 2005.

CERTIFICATE

I, Lewis L. Johnson, the duly and acting Clerk of Morton Township, hereby certify that the foregoing
constitutes a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted at a meeting of the Morton Township Board
of Trustees held at the Morton Township Hall on November 8, 2005, that said meeting was conducted and
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act,
being 1976 PA 267; that a quorum of the Board of Trustees was present and voted in favor of said
Resolution; and that minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as
required by said Open Meeting Act.

Effective December 31, 2005

Lewis L. Johnson, Morton Township Clerk
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MORTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION
MECOSTA COUNTY, MICHIGAN
Resolution to Establish a Planning Commission with Zoning Authority
(Regular Law Township)

R-08813

WHEREAS, the township board of Morton Township, Mecosta County, Michigan wishes to proceed
under the terms and provisions of the Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, as amended
(MCL.125.321. et seq.) and create a planning commission for the township,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

1. Establishment: The township board hereby creates a township planning commission consisting of
five (5) members. The planning commission is formed under the authority of and subject to the
powers, duties, and limitations provided in the Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, as
amended (MCL.125.321., et seq.), and further subject to the terms and conditions of this resolution
and any amendments to it.

2. Appointments and Terms: The first members of the planning commission shall be appointed no
sooner than 60 days following the publication of this resolution. The township supervisor, with the
approval of the township board, shall appoint all planning commission members. When the
planning commission is first established, the first members will be appointed to staggered terms, so
one-third shall serve for one year, one-third for two years, and one-third for three years. After that,
all planning commission members shall serve for terms of three years each, with one-third of the
terms expiring each year. Successors shall be appointed not more than one month after the term of
the preceding commission member has expired. Vacancies shall be filled for the remainder of the
term.

3. Members: Planning commission members shall be registered voters of the township who are
representative of major interests as they exist in the township, such as agriculture, recreation,
education, public health, government, commerce, transportation, and industry. One member of the
township board shall be appointed to the planning commission.

4. Compensation: The planning commission members may be compensated for their services as
provided by township board resolution.

5. Officers and Meetings: The planning commission shall elect a chair, vice-chair, and secretary
from its members, and may create and fill other offices or committees as it deems advisable. It may
appoint advisory committees outside of its membership. The terms of all officers shall be one year.
The planning commission shall meet at least four times each year, and any additional times as it
determines necessary to accomplish its functions.

6. Authority to Make Master Plan: Under the authority of the Township Planning Act, Public Act
168 of 1959, as amended (MCL.125.321., et seq.), the planning commission shall make a master
plan as a guide for the development of those portions of the township outside of any incorporated
village. The Morton Township Board of Trustees shall have final approval of the master plan and
any subsequent amendments.
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7. Recommending Authority: The planning commission shall make recommendations concerning
new plats and other land development matters referred to it by the township board. All final
decisions of said planning commission, to elect its own officers and adopt its own rules of
procedure, shall be subject to the approval of the township board before they can take effect.

8. Amendments to Authorizing Statute: Any amendments made to the Township Planning Act,
Public Act 168 of 1959, as currently amended (MCL.125.321., et seq.), shall hereby be declared to
automatically control the activities and function of the planning commission.

9. Zoning Powers: All powers, duties, and responsibilities provided by the Michigan Zoning
Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, (MCL.125.3101., et seq.) for zoning boards are hereby
transferred to the planning commission as of the effective date of this resolution, unless the zoning
board is nearing the completion of its zoning plans, in which case the transfer of functions shall be
postponed until the zoning plans or completed or for a period of one year, whichever occurs first.
Any existing zoning ordinance shall remain in full force and effect until otherwise amended,
altered or repealed by the township board.

10. Effective Date: This resolution shall take effect 60 days following its publication in a newspaper
of general circulation in the township, unless a legal referendum petition is filed as provided by the
Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, as amended (MCL.125.321., et seq.), and then
when the establishment of a planning commission has been approved by a majority of the electors
voting at a subsequent regular or special election. The township board reserves the right to amend
or repeal this resolution at any time hereafter by a majority vote of the membership of the township
board.

11. Submissions and Publication: The township clerk shall, within 10 days after this resolution is
adopted, transmit copies of the resolution to the secretary of state for the State of Michigan, and to
the county planning commission or regional planning commission exercising planning jurisdiction
within the township. The clerk shall also, within 30 days after this resolution is adopted, publish it
in a newspaper of general circulation in the township. The clerk shall prepare and sign a certificate
of these submissions and publication.

The foregoing resolution offered by Trustee Board Member, Lewis Johnson and support by Trustee
Board Member, Douglas Behrend.

ROLL CALL VOTE

The following voted “Aye”: James Scott, Lewis Johnson, Douglas Behrend, William Guy, and
Mark Kuzma

The following voted “Nay”: None

Absent: None

The Supervisor declared the motion passed and Resolution (R-08813) Adopted, August 13, 2008.
Effective October 20, 2008.
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CERTIFICATE

I, Lewis L. Johnson, the duly and acting Clerk of Morton Township, hereby certify that the
foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted at a meeting of the
Morton Township Board held at the Morton Township Hall on August 13, 2008. That said
meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full
compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being 1976 PA 267; that a quorum of the Board was
present and voted in favor of said Resolution; and that minutes of said meeting were kept and
will be or have been made available as required by said Open Meetings Act. Adopted August 13,
2008.

Lewis L. Johnson, Morton Township Clerk
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ORDINANCE NO. 40
MORTON TOWNSHIP, MECOSTA COUNTY, MICHIGAN
AN ORDINANCE TO CONFIRM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PLANNING
COMMISSION WITH ZONING AUTHORITY

Preamble

An ordinance to confirm the establishment under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33
of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., of the Morton Township Planning Commission; provide for the
composition of that planning commission; provide for the powers, duties and limitations of that
planning commission; and repeal any ordinance or parts of ordinances or resolutions in conflict with
this ordinance.

THE TOWNSHIP OF MORTON, MECOSTA COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:

Section 1: Scope, Purpose and Intent

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority granted the township board under the Michigan
Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., and the Michigan Zoning
Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101, et seq., to establish a planning commission
with the powers, duties and limitations provided by those Acts and subject to the terms and conditions
of this ordinance and any future amendments to this ordinance.

The purpose of this ordinance is to provide that the Morton Township Board shall hereby confirm the
establishment under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et
seq., of the Morton Township Planning Commission formerly established under the Township
Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq., to establish the appointments, terms, and
membership of the planning commission; to identify the officers and the minimum number of meetings
per year of the planning commission; and to prescribe the authority, powers and duties of the planning
commission.

Section 2: Establishment

The township board hereby confirms the establishment under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act,
Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., of the Morton Township Planning Commission
formerly established under the Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq.
The Morton Township Planning Commission shall have five members and one alternate member.
Members of the Morton Township Planning Commission as of the effective date of this Ordinance
shall, except for an ex officio member whose remaining term on the planning commission shall be
limited to his or her term on the township board, continue to serve for the remainder of their existing
terms so long as they continue to meet all of the eligibility requirements for planning commission
membership set forth within the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL
125.3801, et seq.

Section 3: Appointments and Terms
The township supervisor, with the approval of the township board by a majority vote of the members
elected and serving, shall appoint all planning commission members, including the ex officio member.

The planning commission members, other than an ex officio member, shall serve for terms of 3 years
each.
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A planning commission member shall hold office until his or her successor is appointed. VVacancies
shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment.

Planning commission members shall be qualified electors of the township, except that one planning
commission member may be an individual who is not a qualified elector of the township. The
membership of the planning commission shall be representative of important segments of the
community, such as the economic, governmental, educational, and social development of the township,
in accordance with the major interests as they exist in the township, such as agriculture, natural
resources, recreation, education, public health, government, transportation, industry, and commerce.
The membership shall also be representative of the entire geography of the township to the extent
practicable.

One member of the township board shall be appointed to the planning commission as an ex officio
member.

An ex officio member has full voting rights. An ex officio member’s term on the planning commission
shall expire with his or her term on the township board.

No other elected officer or employee of the township is eligible to be a member of the planning
commission.

Section 4: Removal
The township board may remove a member of the planning commission for misfeasance, malfeasance,
or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and after a public hearing.

Section 5: Conflict of Interest

Before casting a vote on a matter on which a planning commission member may reasonably be
considered to have a conflict of interest, the member shall disclose the potential conflict of interest to
the planning commission. Failure of a member to disclose a potential conflict of interest as required by
this ordinance constitutes malfeasance in office.

For the purposes of this section, conflict of interest is defined as, and a planning commission member shall
declare a conflict of interest and abstain from participating in planning commission deliberations and voting on a
request, when:

(@) An immediate family member is involved in any request for which the planning commission is asked to
make a decision. “Immediate family member” is defined as;

An individual's father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, and spouse and a relative of any degree residing
in the same household as that individual.

(b) The planning commission member has a business or financial interest in the property involved in the request
or has a business or financial interest in the applicant’s company, agency or association;

(c) The planning commission member owns or has a financial interest in neighboring property;

(d) There is a reasonable appearance of a conflict of interest, as determined by a majority vote of the remaining
members of the planning commission.
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Section 6: Compensation

The planning commission members may be compensated for their services as provided by township
board resolution. The planning commission may adopt bylaws relative to compensation and expenses
of its members for travel when engaged in the performance of activities authorized by the township
board, including, but not limited to, attendance at conferences, workshops, educational and training
programs and meetings.

Section 7: Officers and Committees

The planning commission shall elect a chairperson, vice chairperson, and a secretary from its
members, and may create and fill other offices as it considers advisable. An ex officio member of the
planning commission is not eligible to serve as chairperson. The term of each office shall be 1 year,
with opportunity for reelection as specified in the planning commission bylaws.

The planning commission may also appoint advisory committees whose members are not members of
the planning commission.

Section 8: Bylaws, Meetings and Records
The planning commission shall adopt bylaws for the transaction of business.

The planning commission shall hold at least 12 regular meetings each year unless cancelled by the
chairman in coordination with the Ordinance Control Manager and Township Supervisor, and shall by
resolution determine the time and place of the meetings.

Unless otherwise provided in the planning commission’s bylaws, a special meeting of the planning
commission may be called by the chairperson or by 2 other members, upon written request to the
secretary. Unless the bylaws otherwise provide, the secretary shall send written notice of a special
meeting to planning commission members at least 48 hours before the meeting.

The business that the planning commission may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting held in
compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, MCL 15.261, et seq.

The planning commission shall keep a public record of its resolutions, transactions, findings, and
determinations. A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by a planning
commission in the performance of an official function shall be made available to the public in
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, Public Act 442 of 1976, MCL 15.231, et seq.

Section 9: Annual Report

The planning commission shall make an annual written report to the township board concerning its
operations and the status of the planning activities, including recommendations regarding actions by
the township board related to planning and development.

Section 10: Authority to Make Master Plan

Under the authority of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et
seq., and other applicable planning statutes, the planning commission shall make a master plan as a
guide for development within the township’s planning jurisdiction.
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Final authority to approve a master plan or any amendments thereto shall rest with the planning
commission unless the township board passes a resolution asserting the right to approve or reject the
master plan.

Unless rescinded by the township, any plan adopted or amended under the Township Planning Act,
Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq., need not be readopted under the Michigan Planning
Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq.

Section 11: Zoning Powers

The township board hereby confirms the transfer of all powers, duties, and responsibilities provided for
zoning boards or zoning commissions by the former Township Zoning Act, Public Act 184 of 1943,
MCL 125.271, et seq.; the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101, et
seq.; or other applicable zoning statutes to the Morton Township Planning Commission formerly
established under the Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq.

Any existing zoning ordinance shall remain in full force and effect except as otherwise amended or
repealed by the township board.

Section 12: Capital Improvements Program

To further the desirable future development of the Township under the master plan, the Township
Board, after the master plan is adopted, shall prepare or cause to be prepared by the Township
Supervisor or by a designated nonelected administrative official, a capital improvements program of
public structures and improvements, showing those structures and improvements in general order of
their priority, for the following 6-year period. The prepared capital improvements program, if prepared
by someone other than the Township Board, shall be subject to final approval by the Township Board.
The planning commission is hereby exempted from preparing a capital improvements plan.

Section 13: Subdivision and Land Division Recommendations

The planning commission may recommend to the township board provisions of an ordinance or rules
governing the subdivision of land. Before recommending such an ordinance or rule, the planning
commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed ordinance or rule. The planning commission
shall give notice of the time and place of the public hearing not less than 15 days before the hearing by
publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the township.

The planning commission shall review and make recommendation on a proposed plat before action
thereon by the township board under the Land Division Act, Public Act 288 of 1967, MCL 560.101, et
seq. Before making its recommendation, the planning commission shall hold a public hearing on the
proposed plat. A plat submitted to the planning commission shall contain the name and address of the
proprietor or other person to whom notice of a hearing shall be sent. Not less than 15 days before the
date of the hearing, notice of the date, time and place of the hearing shall be sent to that person at that
address by mail and shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the township. Similar
notice shall be mailed to the owners of land immediately adjoining the proposed platted land.

Section 14: Severability

The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable, and if any part is declared invalid
for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the remainder of the ordinance,
which shall continue in full force and effect.
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Section 15: Repeal

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed. The
resolution or ordinance establishing the Morton Township Planning Commission under the Township
Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq., is hereby repealed.

Section 16: Effective Date
This ordinance shall take effect on the date of its publication.

The foregoing ordinance offered by Board Member J. Quinlan & supported by Board Member
M. Kuzma.

UPON AROLL CALL VOTE:

The following Board Members voted “Aye”: James Quinlan, Yulanda Bellingar, Douglas Behrend,
Mark Kuzma and John Burkle.

The following Board Members voted “Nay”: None

The Supervisor James Quinlan declared Ordinance number forty (#40) Adopted.

Date Adopted: May 19, 2009
Date Published: May 28, 2009
Date Effective: May 28, 2009

CERTIFICATE

I, Yulanda K. Bellingar, the duly and acting Clerk of Morton Township, hereby certify
that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of an Ordinance adopted at a
meeting of the Morton Township Board held at the Morton Township Hall on May 19,
2009, that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given
pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being 1976 PA 267;
that a quorum of the Board was present and

voted in favor of said Ordinance; and that minutes of said meeting were kept and will
be or have been made available as required by said Open Meeting Act.

Published May 28, 2009.

Effective May 28, 2009.

Yulanda Bellingar
Morton Township Clerk
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DATE SCHEDULE OF AMENDMENTS/RESOLUTIONS/CORRECTIONS

June 6, 1978 ADOPTION by MORTON TOWNSHIP BOARD

July 1, 1996 Amended to include PUD as a Special Land Use

July 8, 1997 Amend ARTICLE Il, Section 201, SPECIFIC TERMS
Mobile Homes - Remove wording “American National Standard Institute”

July 8, 1997 Amended ARTICLE I1l, SECTION 301, a, 3
To include the wordage “and chain like fences”

September 9, 1997 Amend ARTICLE VII, Section 713.3

September 9, 1997 and ARTICLE X, Section 10051

Regarding Setbacks on non-conforming lots in Zoning Districts R-1, R-2 & R-3

December 12, 2000 Amendment 300 - Article 8 - To be under Article 111 - Section 301A
Regarding Maximum Length of a Dock on a Public Lake -
Adopted by Morton Township Board of Trustees - Public Hearing 12/05/2000
Approved 12/12/2000

Effective 01/12/2001
January 12, 2001 Ordinance No. 35 - Adopting Section 601

To include water wells, their equipment & enclosures as exemptions
January 12, 2001 Ordinance No. 35 - Amending Section 713.1

Amending the wording to include water wells in the placement regulations
January 12, 2001 Ordinance No. 35 - ARTICLE XII - Adoption & Publication
August 14, 2001 Resolution 011814 amending and adding definitions

Amendment # 1 - Amending the definition of “Family Day Care Home”
Amendment #2 - Include the definition of “Group Day Care Home”

April 9, 2002 Amend Definition of Special Land Use Permit

Article 11, Section 201 - Definitions - Specific Terms

Acrticle 1V, Section 400 - Application of this Ordinance

Article VII, Section 701, Paragraph 3 - DISTRICT R-1
Section 702, Paragraph 3 - DISTRICT R-2
Section 703, Paragraph 3 - DISTRICT R-3
Section 704, Paragraph 3 - DISTRICT R-4
Section 705, Paragraph 4 - DISTRICT C-1
Section 706, Paragraph 4 - DISTRICT C-2
Section 707, Paragraph 4 - DISTRICT C-3
Section 708, Paragraph 4 - INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 1
Section 709, Paragraph 3 - AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT A-1
Section 710, Paragraph 3 - AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT A-2

June 25, 2002 Sign Ordinance - Section 302 A
Effective Date - June 25, 2002
Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission - June 10, 2002
Adopted by Township Board of Trustees - June 11, 2002
Sent to Mecosta County Zoning Commission - May 23, 2002
Summary published in Big Rapids Pioneer on - June 17, 2002
Ordinance 28, Signs & Billboards - Repealed - June 11, 2002

August 27, 2002 Wireless Communication Facilities - Section 716
Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission - July 18, 2002
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Adopted by Township Board of Trustees - August 13, 2002
Sent to Mecosta County Zoning Commission - August 19, 2002
Summary published in Big Rapids Pioneer on August 19, 2002

February 11, 2004 SECTION 1502 PROPOSED AMENDMENT - VARIANCE
Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission - December 18, 2003
Adopted by Township Board of Trustees - January 13, 2004
Sent to Mecosta County Zoning Commission - January 15, 2004
Summary published in Big Rapids Pioneer on January 20, 2004

August 11, 2004 SECTION 804 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT - UPDATED
Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission - May 20, 2004
Adopted by Township Board of Trustees - July 13, 2004
Sent to Mecosta County Zoning Commission - July 15, 2004
Summary published in Big Rapids Pioneer on July 20, 2004

August 11, 2004 SECTION 805 PUD DESIGN STANDARDS & GENERAL REGULATIONS
Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission - May 20, 2004
Adopted by Township Board of Trustees - July 13, 2004
Sent to Mecosta County Zoning Commission - July 15, 2004
Summary published in Big Rapids Pioneer on July 20, 2004

November 12, 2004 SECTION 705.5 - Outdoor storage areas shall have a 6' high fence
November 12, 2004 SECTION 806.1 - Required Planting Screens
January 08, 2005 SECTION 1502 PROPOSED AMENDMENT - VARIANCE

(2nd Amendment to include definitions)

Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission - November 18, 2004
Adopted by Township Board of Trustees - December 14, 2004

Sent to Mecosta County Zoning Commission - December 16, 2004
Summary published in Big Rapids Pioneer on December 17, 2004

March 29, 2005 SECTION 715 Building Standards and Facilities
Added new article 715.7 - Renumbered 7 - 9 as 8 - 10
Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission - February 17, 2005
Adopted by Township Board of Trustees - March 8, 2005
Sent to Mecosta County Zoning Commission - March 10, 2005
Summary published in Big Rapids Pioneer on March 14, 2005

September 13, 2005 Made the following changes regarding Personal Storage Buildings in Residential
Districts.
1. Under Article Il - Definitions, Section 201-Specific
Add the definitions of a storage building for personal use and a mini-storage building.
2. Under Section 701, Districts R-1, R-2 and R-3
Add a provision that will allow the construction of a storage building for personal use on vacant property,
in these districts with described guidelines.
3. Under Section 706, District C-2,
Remove "race tracks" as a permitted principal use.
4. Under Section 707, District C-3,
Add "race tracks" as a permitted principal use
Remove "gas stations" and "restaurants” as permitted principal use (Allowed in C-1).
Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission - August 18, 2005
Approved by Township Board of Trustees - September 13, 2005
Summary published in Big Rapids Pioneer on September 27, 2005

November 8, 2005 Resolution R051108
A Resolution to Create a separate Zoning Board
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Resolution adopted by Morton Township Board of Trustees November 8, 2005
Effective Date December 31, 2005
November 8, 2005 Resolution R051108A

A Resolution to rename the Morton Township Planning and Zoning Commission the
Morton Township Planning Commission

Resolution adopted by Morton Township Board of Trustees November 8, 2005
Effective Date December 31, 2005
November 17, 2005 Article XIII - Anti-Funneling Development
Ordinance Approved by the Planning & Zoning Commission ----------=-=-------- November 17, 2005
Ordinance Adopted by Morton Township Board of Trustees December 7, 2005
Ordinance Summary published in Big Rapids Pioneer December 19, 2005
Ordinance Effective --- December 19, 2005
November 17, 2005 Article VII - Section 700A - Conditional Rezoning
Ordinance Approved by the Planning & Zoning Commission --------------------- November 17, 2005
Ordinance Adopted by Morton Township Board of Trustees December 7, 2005
Ordinance Summary published in Big Rapids Pioneer December 19, 2005
Ordinance Effective December 19, 2005
April 20, 2006 Article VII - Section 701.2 Principal Uses for District R-1.
Ordinance Approved by the Zoning Board April 20, 2006
Ordinance Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees ----------------- May 9, 2006
Ordinance Change published in Big Rapids Pioneer May 15, 2006
Ordinance Effective May 15, 2006
March 15, 2007 Amended Article 111 — Section 301A Docks
Add #1 — Number of Docks Permitted; renumber Maximum Length of a Dock to #2
Approved by the Zoning Board ------=-====n=mmm oo March 15, 2007
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees — Public Hearing --------- April 11, 2007
Sent to Mecosta County Zoning Commission April 23, 2007
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer April 20, 2007
Effective Date May 21, 2007
March 15, 2007 Article 111 — Section 303 Outdoor Solid Fuel Heating Devices
Ordinance Approved by the Zoning Board March 15, 2007
Ordinance Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees ---------------- April 11, 2007
Sent to Mecosta County Zoning Commission April 23, 2007
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer April 20, 2007
Effective Date May 21, 2007
March 15, 2007 Acrticle 111 — Section 302A Signs - The following changes were made:

1. Under Section 302A — 1.C. Scope
Added a #1. to first paragraph, renumbered (1-6) to (A-F); added #2.
2. Under #2. Definitions
Amended definition of “Billboard or Off-Premise Advertising Sign” as just a definition for “Billboard”;
remove “or Off-Premise Advertising Sign”; added following to definition “and exceeds thirty-two (32)
square feet of each sign face.”
Added definition for “Off-Premises Advertising Sign”
3. Under #3. General Sign Provisions
Amended “I”’; changed from “set back less than ten (10) feet to “set back less than thirty (30) feet”; added to
end of sentence “,except in commercial districts”.
4. Under #4. Sign Prohibitions
Removed “G” and renumbered (H-J) to (G-I).
5. Under #12. Commercial Districts “A”
Added #4.
6. Under #13. C-1 Commercial District — removed “A” and renumbered (B-D) to (A-C).
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7. Under #14. C-2 Commercial District, B. Freestanding Signs
Amended #3., changed “twenty-five (25) feet from any property line” to “thirty (30) feet from the public
right-of-way”
Amended #4., removed “from the grade”, added “measured from the road grade level at the point of the road
grade closest to the sign structure.”
8. Under #15. C-3 Commercial District, B. Freestanding Signs
Amended #3., changed from “twelve (12) feet from any property line” to “thirty (30) feet away from
any public right-of-way.”
Amended #4., changed “Signs” to “The sign”; removed “from the grade” and added “measured from
the road grade level at the point of the road grade closest to the sign structure.”
9. Under #16. I-I Industrial Districts, D. Freestanding Signs
Amended #3., changed “twenty-five (25) feet from any property line” to “thirty (30) feet from the road
right-of-way.”
Amended #4., changed “not exceed ten (ten) feet in height” to “be no higher than ten (10) feet
measured from the road grade level at the point of the road grade closet to the sign structure.”
10. Under #18, Billboards and Off-Premises Advertising Signs, Requirements, B.
Amended #1., removed “are not appropriate in the various” and replaced with “are not permitted
in the”; removed (2-6, 11).

Added #2., renumbered (7-9) to (3-5); amended #3. - #5., removed the wording “billboards or”

Renumbered #10. as #6; amended by removing the word “billboards” and replaced with “off-
premises signs”

11. Under #18, Billboards and Off-Premises Advertising Signs, Requirements,

Removed “C”; amended “D” and renumbered as “C”; removed the wording “billboard or” from
the first sentence and changed “fifty (50) feet from the front yard property line and fifty (50)
feet” to read as “thirty (30) feet from the public right-of-way or front yard property line and
thirty (30) feet”; changed “farthest protruding potion of the billboard or off-premises
advertising sign to the closed point of the property line.” to read as “ point on the sign nearest
to the lot line of the off-premises advertising sign.”; changed “natural grade level on the
ground surface under the billboard or off-premises advertising sign structure, and be no higher
than thirty (30) feet.” to read as “road grade level at the point of the road grade level closest to
the off-premises advertising sign up to the highest part of the off-premises advertising sign structure,
and be no higher than twenty-five (25) feet.”

Amended “E” and renumbered as “D”; removed the words “billboard or” from the first sentence;
removed the word “billboards” in the second sentence and replaced with “off-premises
signs”; removed the last sentence “A new billboard or off-premises advertising sign may be
closer than one thousand (1,000) feet to a billboard that was lawfully erected prior to the
effective date of this ordinance if the prior billboard sign face(s) have less than one hundred
fifty (150) square feet of area.”

Amended “F” and renumbered as “E”; removed the word “billboard” and the last part of the
sentence which read “and shall not have more than two (2) sign faces.

Removed “G”; moved “H” to under “F” as (1).

Amended “T” and renumbered as “F”’; removed the words “Billboards and”

Under “F”; renumbered #1. as #2., and removed the words “Billboards and”

Renumbered (2-4) as (3-5).

Renumbered “J” as “G”; under “G” removed “a billboard or” and added “an”

Removed “K” & “I”’; added “H” and “I”’; removed “M. Billboards or” and renumbered as “J”

Renumbered “N” as “K” and amended “K”.

12. Added #20. Section A. Validity and Severability. and Section B. Repealer Clause.
13. Removed statement “Ordinance No. 28, SIGNS and BILLBOARDS, IS REPEALED.

Approved by the Zoning Board March 15, 2007

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees — Public Hearing --------- April 11, 2007

Sent to Mecosta County Zoning Commission April 23, 2007

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer April 20, 2007

Effective Date —------mmm oo oo o e May 21, 2007
October 10, 2007 Article Il — Definitions, Dwelling

Amend definition of Dwelling, first paragraph only.
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Approved by the Zoning Board — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

ZONING ORDINANCE

September 18, 2007
October 10, 2007

December 11, 2007
December 11, 2007

November 14, 2007 Article VII — Establishment of Districts, Section 702 District 2

Amended to allow storage buildings 120 feet or less.
Approved by the Zoning Board
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer -
Effective Date

October 18, 2007

November 14, 2007
December 11, 2007
December 11, 2007

November 14, 2007 Article VII — Establishment of Districts, Section 703 District 3

Amended to allow storage buildings 120 feet or less.
Approved by the Zoning Board
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

October 18, 2007

November 14, 2007
December 11, 2007
December 11, 2007

August 13, 2008 Resolution to Establish a Planning Commission with Zoning Authority

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

Effective Date

August 13, 2008
August 20, 2008
October 20, 2008

(all reference to Zoning Board in Zoning Ordinance changed to Planning Commission)

August 21, 2008
Amend #2 by removing “and gasoline service stations”.
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

August 21, 2008
Amend #2 by adding gasoline service stations and removing offices.
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer -
Effective Date

October 16, 2008 Article I11 — Section 804, Planned Unit Development (PUD)
Amended application requirements in #3 & #7
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date -

October 16, 2008 Article 1l — Definitions, Planned Unit Development (PUD)
Addition of definition of a Planned Unit Development (PUD)
Approve d by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

Effective Date

December 18, 2008 Article VII — Off-Street Parking Requirements
Ordinance revision for requirements
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
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Article VII — Establishment of Districts, Section 705 District C-1

August 21, 2008

December 10, 2008
December 18, 2008
December 10, 2008

Article VII — Establishment of Districts, Section 706 District C-2

August 21, 2008

December 10, 2008
December 18, 2008
December 10, 2008

October 16, 2008

November 12, 2008
November 21, 2008
November 12, 2008

October 16, 2008

December 10, 2008
December 18, 2008
December 10, 2008

December 18, 2008
January 20, 2009
February 3, 2009
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Effective Date January 20, 2009
May 21, 2009 Section | — VII Planning Commission By-Laws

Revisions to Membership, Officers, Meetings.

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing May 21, 2009

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees June 16, 2009

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer June 30, 2009

Effective Date June 16, 2009
May 21, 2009 Ordinance Index

Index Restructure

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing May 21, 2009

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees June 16, 2009

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer June 30, 2009

Effective Date June 16, 2009

August 20, 2009 Avrticle XV — Administration, Section 1500
Amended meeting requirements in #7

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing August 20, 2009
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees September 8, 2009
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer September 15, 2009
Effective Date ---- September 8, 2009

August 20, 2009 Section 713 — Height and Placement Minimum
Revisions to #3 and #7, addition of setback diagrams

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing August 20, 2009

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees September 8, 2009

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer September 15, 2009

Effective Date September 8, 2009
December 8, 2009 Preamble

Revision to Preamble

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing ---  November 18, 2009

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees December 8, 2009

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer December 17, 2009

Effective Date December 8, 2009
December 8, 2009 Section 7.3 Signs

Definitions: addition of Animated & Electronic Signs
Revisions (added charts) to #9, #11, Added #12 — Electronic Signs

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing November 18, 2009
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees December 8, 2009
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer December 17, 2009
Effective Date December 8, 2009
December 8, 2009 Section 10.1 Specific Terms

Addition of definition of Greenbelt, deleted definition of Junk or Salvage Yard

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing November 18, 2009
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees - December 8, 2009
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer December 17, 2009
Effective Date December 8, 2009

December 8, 2009 Section 5.15 Building Standards and Facilities
Deleted #6 & #7, Non-operating or Unlicensed motor vehicles

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing November 18, 2009
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees December 8, 2009
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer December 17, 2009
Effective Date December 8, 2009
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May 11, 2010 Subsection #3, Section 5.2, 5.3, & 5.4 Districts R-1, R-2 & R-3
Revision to requirements for storage sheds.
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

May 11, 2010 Section 5.14 Height and Placement Minimum Setbacks

ZONING ORDINANCE

April 21, 2010
May 11, 2010
May 19, 2010
May 11, 2010

#3. Revisions to setback requirements (C-1 — C3, I, A-1, A-2) & road setback diagrams

#4, #6. Text corrections & revisions to waterfront setback diagrams.

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing -
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

May 11, 2010 Sections 5.17.1, 7.6, 9.1, & 13.9 (Text corrections)
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

May 11, 2010 Section 10.1 Specific Terms
Definition revisions: Alteration, Essential Services, Group Homes, Structure,
Swimming Pools
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

May 11, 2010 Section 11.2 Officers
Revision to text — election of officers.
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

May 11, 2010 Section 11.3 Meetings
Revision to text — when meetings are held.
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

May 11, 2010 Section 13.8 Violations and Penalties
Delete current text and replaced with text for municipal civil infractions.
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

May 11, 2010 Section 7.9 Wind Generated Electrical Systems Ordinance
Ordinance approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing--------------
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

July 13, 2010 Subsection #3, Section 5.2, 5.3, & 5.4 Districts R-1, R-2 & R-3
Delete subsection #3, of Section 5.2,5.3, & 5.4
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April 21, 2010
May 11, 2010
May 19, 2010
May 11, 2010

April 21, 2010
May 11, 2010
May 19, 2010
May 11, 2010

April 21, 2010
May 11, 2010
May 19, 2010
May 11, 2010

April 21, 2010
May 11, 2010
May 19, 2010
May 11, 2010

April 21, 2010
May 11, 2010
May 19, 2010
May 11, 2010

April 21, 2010
May 11, 2010
May 19, 2010
May 11, 2010

April 21, 2010
May 11, 2010
May 19, 2010
May 11, 2010
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Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

Effective Date

July 13, 2010 Section 5.14 Storage Buildings

Addition of Section 5.14, (renumber Sections 5.14 — 5.18 to 5.15 — 5.19)

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

August 10, 2010 Section 5.15 Height and Placement Minimum

Added text to #4A , Subsection #3
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

August 10, 2010 Section 5.11 Agricultural District 11 (A2)
Revision to text and renumbering of #3.
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

October 12, 2010 Section 7.3 Signs
Revision/additions to text in #4D, #9, & #11.
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

December 14, 2010 Section 5.19 (J) Special Land Use
Revision to text in (right to appeal to ZBA).
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

July 12, 2011 Section 5.19.1 (4) Procedure
Addition to text in first sentence (has not substantially).
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

Effective Date

July 12, 2011 Section 6.3 Review Procedure
Addition of #4 (time limit added for Class B Site Plan).
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

July 12, 2011 Section 12.2 Variance
Addition of #6 (time limit added for variance).
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
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June 16, 2010
July 13, 2010
August 6, 2010
July 13, 2010

June 16, 2010
July 13, 2010
August 6, 2010
July 13, 2010

July 21, 2010

August 10, 2010
August 24, 2010
August 10, 2010

July 21, 2010

August 10, 2010
August 24, 2010
August 10, 2010

September 15, 2010
October 12, 2010
October 29, 2010
October 12, 2010

November 17, 2010
December 14, 2010
December 30, 2010
December 14, 2010

June 15, 2011
July 12,2011
July 22,2011
July 12, 2011

June 15, 2011
July 12, 2011
July 22, 2011
July 12, 2011

June 15, 2011
July 12, 2011
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Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

July 12, 2011 Section 13.5.4
Revision to text to include time limits for zoning permits.

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

Effective Date

November 8, 2011 Section 7.1 Fences
Addition of #4 & #5, deleted chart.

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

Effective Date

November 8, 2011 Section 12.0 Zoning Board of Appeals
Addition of two alternates to ZBA.

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

Effective Date

December 13, 2011 Section 12.2 Variance
Revision to text in #3 and #3E.

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

Effective Date

June 12, 2012 Section 7.1 Fences

Addition of definition of “Decorative Privacy Fence; Revision to text in #2.

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

Effective Date

June 12, 2012 Section 7.3 Signs
#9 Exempt Signs — deletion of: <

by the Morton Township Board.”

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing-----------=-=-=----=-=---

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

Effective Date

June 12, 2012 Section 7.3 Signs
#14H deleted “Any-existing-nen

ZONING ORDINANCE

July 22, 2011
July 12, 2011

June 15, 2011
July 12, 2011
July 22, 2011
July 12, 2011

October 19, 2011
November 8, 2011
November 17, 2011
November 8, 2011

October 19, 2011
November 8, 2011
November 17, 2011
November 8, 2011

November 16, 2011
December 13, 2011
December 21, 2011
December 13, 2011

May 16, 2012
June 12, 2012
June 20, 2012
June 12, 2012

May 16, 2012
June 12, 2012
June 20, 2012
June 12, 2012

Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

September 18, 2012 Section 7.3 Signs

May 16, 2012
June 12, 2012
June 20, 2012
June 12, 2012

#10 Political Signs: Delete paragraph #1 and #5, and renumber remaining. Add new paragraph #5.
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Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

Effective Date

May 14, 2013 Section 5.15 Setbacks

Paragraph #3, revision to text.
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing
Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

July 8, 2014 Section 5.15 Waterfront Setbacks

Paragraph #6, revision to text, removed two diagrams.
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

Section 5.19.1 Procedure
Paragraph #4, revision to text.
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date

July 8, 2014 Section 10.1 Specific Terms

Bed & Breakfast definition revised.
Approved by the Planning Commission — Public Hearing

Adopted by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
Effective Date
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August 15, 2012

September 18, 2012
September 26, 2012
September 18, 2012

April 17, 2013
May 14, 2013
May 22, 2013
May 14, 2013

June 18, 2014
July 8, 2014
July 18, 2014
July 8, 2014

June 18, 2014
July 8, 2014
July 18, 2014
July 8, 2014

June 18, 2014
July 8, 2014
July 18, 2014
July 8, 2014

December 9, 2014 Resolution R-14129
A resolution to accept the zoning responsibilities of the Village of Mecosta
Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve March 19, 2014
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- April 8, 2014
Resolution approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees ----------------- December 9, 2014

September 8, 2015
Added #6: include all uses in C-1, & C-2 within Morton Twp Business Park.

Effective Date

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

April 14, 2015 Section 7.3 Signs

December 9, 2014
December 23, 2014

#3. Added “L” consideration for sign size increase. Asterisk added to chart to reflect.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve

Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Effective Date

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer

Section 5.8 District C-3

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve

Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees

Effective Date

Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer
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March 18, 2015
April 14, 2015
April 14, 2015
April 27, 2015

August 19, 2015
September 8, 2015
September 8, 2015
September 18, 2015
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October 21, 2015 Section 5.13 Campgrounds

] l 3 - l. - I - F .I o

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve October 21, 2015

Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- November 10, 2015
Effective Date November 10, 2015
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer November 24, 2015

October 21, 2015 Section 5.16 Building Standards and Facilities
Revised text in #4. Deleted “A” and “B”. Pool requirements.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve October 21, 2015
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- November 10, 2015
Effective Date November 10, 2015
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer November 24, 2015
October 21, 2015__ Section 5.15 Height and Placement Minimum

Removed 2 a 3 ha H

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve October 21, 2015
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- November 10, 2015
Effective Date November 10, 2015
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer ----------=-=-mmmmmmmmmemeo oo November 24, 2015

June 13,2017___ Section 5.11 Agricultural District 11 (A2)
Revised text in 2.(F) to clarify that a Home Occupation Permit is required per the requirements of

Section 7.0.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- May 17, 2017
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- June 13, 2017
Effective Date June 13, 2017
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer -- June 27, 2017

June 13, 2017___ Section 7.0 Home Occupations
Revised and added text to clarify what districts Home Occupation permits are required in and the
conditions to be met in each district.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- May 17, 2017
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- June 13, 2017
Effective Date June 13, 2017
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer June 27, 2017

June 13, 2017___ Section 10.1 Specific Terms
Revised definition for Home Occupation and deleted definition for Primitive Cabin.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- May 17, 2017
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- June 13, 2017
Effective Date June 13, 2017
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer June 27, 2017

June 13,2017___ Section 5.16 Building Standards and Facilities
Deleted #3. Primitive Cabins.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- May 17, 2017
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- June 13, 2017
Effective Date June 13, 2017
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer June 27, 2017
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June 13,2017__ Section 11.1 Membership
Revision to text in “A” to clarify that the alternate member will only sit on the board in an
advisory position and have no vote.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- May 17, 2017
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- June 13, 2017
Effective Date —------mm oo oo e June 13, 2017
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer June 27, 2017

July 10, 2018 Section 5.14 Storage Buildings
Added #5: Storage buildings (sheds less than 200 sq. ft. not requiring a building permit) may use
the side yard setback requirement for the rear yard requirement.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- June 20, 2018
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- July 10, 2018
Effective Date July 10, 2018
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer July 26, 2018

July 10, 2018 Section 5.15 Height and Placement Minimum
Added to #3; Note B: Sheds less than 200 sqg. ft. (see Section 5.14 (5) Storage Buildings)

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- June 20, 2018
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- July 10, 2018
Effective Date July 10, 2018
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer July 26, 2018

July 10, 2018 Section 7.3 Signs
Added definition for “Tourist-Oriented Directional Signs; Added text to 9. Exempt Signs under
Government Signs for Tourist-Oriented Directional Signs.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- June 20, 2018
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- July 10, 2018
Effective Date July 10, 2018
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer --------=-==-=mmmmmmmmmmmeooeeeeeon July 26, 2018

July 10,2018 Section 7.10 Solar Energy Systems
Added Section 7.10

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- June 20, 2018
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- July 10, 2018
Effective Date July 10, 2018
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer --- July 26, 2018

June 11, 2019 — MTBT approved at their Regular Meeting change the title of “Ordinance Control Manager” to
“Zoning Administrator” within the Zoning Ordinance. Ordinance was updated (80 instances).

December 10, 2019__ Section 5.14 Storage Buildings

Added #6.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- November 19, 2019
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- December 10, 2019
Effective Date December 10, 2019
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer December 20, 2019

December 10, 2019___ Section 5.16 Building Standards and Facilities
Remove #4 Travel Trailer and Recreational Vehicle Restrictions and Replace #4 with Utility Services

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- November 19, 2019
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- December 10, 2019
Effective Date December 10, 2019
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer --- December 20, 2019
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December 10, 2019__ Section 9.1 Temporary Dwellings — Recreational Vehicles
Removed current text and replaced with new.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- November 19, 2019
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- December 10, 2019
Effective Date December 10, 2019
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer December 20, 2019

December 10, 2019__ Section 10.1 Specific Terms
Removed current definition for Recreational Vehicles or Travel Trailer and replaced with new.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- November 19, 2019
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- December 10, 2019
Effective Date December 10, 2019
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer December 20, 2019

December 10, 2019__ Section 5.19 Special Land Use Permit — General Regulations
Removed “J”. In case of a denial, the applicant shall have the right to appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- November 19, 2019
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- December 10, 2019
Effective Date December 10, 2019
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer December 20, 2019

December 10, 2019 Section 13.0 Administrative Standards and Procedures
Updated public hearing notice time frame from SLU Permits and ZBA hearings to comply with the
requirements of the MZEA.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- November 19, 2019
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- December 10, 2019
Effective Date December 10, 2019
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer December 20, 2019

September 14, 2021__ Section 5.14 Storage Buildings
Addition of #6 (Pump houses); renumber current #6 to #7

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- August 18, 2021

Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- September 14, 2021
Effective Date September 14, 2021
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer September 20, 2021

September 14, 2021__ Section 5.15 Height & Placement Minimum
Additional text to #4.A.2 which reads “A side yard setback of less than 6 feet will
not be allowed on any non-conforming lot.”

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- August 18, 2021

Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- September 14, 2021
Effective Date September 14, 2021
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer September 20, 2021

September 14, 2021__ Section 7.3 Signs
Additional text to #4.H which reads “This does not apply to any vehicle, trailer, or other
similar items that are parked or stored within a designated (dba) commercial storage facility.”

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- August 18, 2021

Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- September 14, 2021
Effective Date September 14, 2021
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer September 20, 2021

September 8, 2022__Resolution to accept the zoning responsibilities of the Village of Mecosta” was deleted from the
Zoning Ordinance. The Village of Mecosta took back complete control of their Zoning and ordinance Control.
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January 10, 2023__ Section 6.3 Class B Site Plan
Additional paragraph to #2 which reads “In instances where substantially identical structures...”

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- December 14, 2022
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- January 10, 2023
Effective Date January 10, 2023
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer January 24, 2023

January 10, 2023 Section 7.5 Off Street Parking Requirements
Added Roadside Stand Parking Requirements

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- December 14, 2022
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- January 10, 2023
Effective Date January 10, 2023
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer January 24, 2023

January 10, 2023__ Section 10.5 Definitions
Removed Roadside Stand Definition and replaced with new.

Planning Commission recommends MTBT to approve at Public Hearing------- December 14, 2022
Recommendation approved by the Morton Township Board of Trustees--------- January 10, 2023
Effective Date January 10, 2023
Summary published in the Big Rapids Pioneer January 24, 2023
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SITE CONDOMINIUM REGULATIONS

SECTION 1. PURPOSE

This article is intended to provide to condominium projects within the Township, establish regulations to
guide development of such projects in a manner similar to comparable development allowed within the
Township in compliance with Zoning Ordinance, and to establish development standards and required
information to assure compliance with Township Ordinances.

1. Orderly growth and harmonious development of the community as planned in the Township
Master Plan;

2. Adequate traffic circulation and safety through coordinated street systems in relation to the
County and State paved road system, future development, public services and facilities;

3. Development which can be timed in a manner consistent with planned or needed public
improvements so as not to create an undue inconvenience, hazard or financial burden for present
resident of the Township;

4. Adequate provisions for water supply, storm drainage, sanitary sewage disposal and other public
health and safety needs, including safe and coordinated interconnection with existing planned
paved roadways;

5. Development designed to assure minimum negative impact on the natural environment including,
but not limited to wetlands, surface waters, ground water, flora and fauna of the community.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS
In addition to the terms defined in the Township Zoning Ordinance and the Sub-division Control
Regulations, the following terms shall have the meanings as shown in this section.

Terms defined in the Condominium Act, in addition to the terms defined herein, shall have the meanings as
defined therein:

1. Building Site: The condominium unit including the building envelope and contiguous limited
common area or element. The functional equivalent of a lot; when "Lot" is used as a reference in
the Zoning Ordinance, the regulation shall also refer to the building site.

2. Condominium Act: Public Act 59 of the 1978 Public Acts of the Michigan Legislature as
amended (Section 559 101 et.seq. Of the Michigan Compiled Laws).

3. Condomium Plan: The drawings and information prepared in compliance with the Zoning
Ordinance which display the proposed site layout, survey and utility plans, floor plans, and
sections, as appropriate, showing the existing and proposed structures and improvements
including the location, area and horizontal boundaries of each unit as well as vertical boundaries
and volume for each unit comprised of enclosed air space. A number shall be assigned to each
condominium unit. The condominium plan shall include the nature, location and approximate
size of common elements.
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MORTON TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE # 19

Condominium Project: A plan or project consisting of not less than two (2) condominium units,
if established and approved in conformance with the Condominium Act.

Condominium Subdivsion Plan: Shall mean the same as the Condominium Plan.
Condominium Unit: The portion of the condominium project designed and intended for separate

ownership and use as described in the master deed and shall be equivalent to the term "lot" as
used in Township Ordinances.

SECTION 3. REQUIRED INFORMATION

Concurrently with notice required to be given the township pursuant to Section 71 of Public Act of 1978, as
amended (MCL 559.171), a person, firm or corporation intending to develop a condominium project shall
provide approved the following information with information with respect to the project.

1.

8.

9.

10.

The name, address and telephone number of:

a. All persons, firms or corporations with an ownership interest in the land of which the
condominium project shall be located, together with a description of the nature of each
entity's interest (for example, fee owner, optionee, or land contract vendee).

b. All engineers, attorneys, architects, or registered land surveyors associated with the project.

c. The developer or proprietor of the condominium project.

The legal description of the land on which the condominium project will be developed, together
with appropriate tax identification numbers, and a survey of the entire condominium project.

The acreage content of the land on which the condominium project will be developed.
The purpose of the project (for example: residential, commercial, industrial, etc.).

The number of condominium units to be developed on subject parcel.

The community water system to be installed.

The community septic system to be installed.

The parking area and spaces to be provided.

The ingress and egress to be provided.

Class "B" Site Plan including building envelope.

a. Showing building envelope inside unit.

SECTION 4. CURRENT INFORMATION
All information shall be furnished to the Zoning Administrator and shall be kept updated until such times as
a Certificate of Occupancy has been issued.
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SECTION 5. SITE PLANS - NEW PROJECTS - MASTER DEED,

AND ENGINEERING AND INSPECTIONS
Prior to the recording of the Master Deed required by Section 72 of the Condominium Act, as amended
(MCL 559.108), the condominium project shall undergo Class "B" Site Plan review and approval by the
Planning and Zoning Commission. In addition, the Township requires appropriate engineering plans and
inspections prior to the issuance of any Certificate of Occupancy.

SECTION 6. MASTER DEED, RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS AND
"AS BUILT" SURVEY TO BE FURNISHED
The condominium project developer or proprietor shall furnish the Zoning Administrator with the following:
One copy of the recorded Master Deed;
One copy of all restrictive covenants;
Two copies of an "as built survey".

The "as built survey" shall be reviewed for compliance with Township Ordinances. Fees for these reviews
shall be established by resolutions of the Township Board in addition to those otherwise required by
Township Ordinances.

SECTION 7. MONUMENTS REQUIRED - SITE CONDOMINIUM PROJECTS
All condominium projects which consist in whole or in part of condominium units which are building sites,
mobile home sites, or recreational sites shall be marked with monuments as provided in this Section.

1. Monuments shall be located in the ground and made according to the following requirements,
but is not intended or required that monuments be placed within the traveled portion of a street
to mark angles in the boundary of the condominium project if the angle points can be readily
reestablished by reference to monuments along the sidelines of the streets.

2. All monuments shall be made of solid iron or steel bars at least one-half (1/2) inch in diameter
and thirty (36) inches long and completely encased in concrete at least four (4) inches in diameter.

3. Monuments shall be located in the ground at all angles in the boundaries of the condominium
project, at all intersection lines of street and at the intersection of the lines of street with the
boundaries of the condominium project and at the intersection of alleys with the boundaries of the
condominium project; at all points of curvature, points of tangency, points of compound
curvature, points of reverse curvature and angle points in all side lines of streets and alleys; at all
angles of an intermediate traverse line and at intersections with elements and all common
elements.

4. If the required location of a monument is an inaccessible place, or where the location of a
monument would be clearly impracticable, it is sufficient to place a reference monument nearby
and the precise locations thereof be clearly indicated on the plans and referenced to the true point.

5. If a point required to be monumented is on a bedrock outcropping, a steel rod, at least one-half
(1/2) inch in diameter shall be drilled and grouted into solid rock to a depth of at least eight (8)

inches.

6. All required monuments shall be placed flush with the ground where practicable.
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7. All unit corners shall be monumented in the field by iron or steel bars or iron pipes at least
eighteen (18) inches long and one-half (1/2) inch in diameter, or other approved markers.

8. The Township Board may waive the placing of any of the required monuments and markers for a
reasonable time, not to exceed one (1) year, on the condition that the proprietor deposits with the
Township Clerk, cash or a certified check, or irrevocable bank letter or credit running to the
Township, whichever the proprietor selects, in an amount set by resolution of the Township
Board. Such cash, certified check, or irrevocable bank letter or credit shall be returned to the
proprietor upon receipt of a certificate by a surveyor that the monuments and markers have been
placed as required within the time specified.

SECTION 8. MONUMENTS REQUIRED - ALL CONDOMINIUM PROJECTS
All condominium projects shall be marked at their boundaries with monuments meeting the requirements
stated above.

SECTION 9. STATE AND COUNTY APPROVAL

The developer or proprietor of the condominium project shall provide proof that state and county permits
have been received for the fresh water system for the proposed project and the wastewater disposal system
for the proposed project.

SECTION 10. TEMPORARY OCCUPANCY

The Zoning Administrator shall allow occupancy of the condominium project in phases, but not before all
improvements required by this Ordinance are install in the phase to be occupied, provided that a bond is
submitted sufficient in amount and type to provide for the installation of improvements in the rest of the
project.

SECTION 11. STREET STANDARDS, SITE PLAN SUBMITTAL, INSPECTIONS

All streets located within a Condominium Project shall be constructed and paved in accordance with the
standards and specifications of the County Road Commission for public roads, and the Township
Subdivision Control regulation. All condominium roads shall be designated in the Master Deed as common
elements of the Condominium Project, or a combination of Condominium Projects, or an association that
includes the proposed Condominium Project Owners. Where standards differ, the more restrictive standard
shall apply. After submittal of the condominium plan and bylaws as part of the Master Deed, and a copy of
the Master Deed, the proprietor shall furnish to the Township a copy of the site plan on a mylar sheet twenty-
four by thirty-six (24 x 36) inches with an image not-to-exceed eight and one-half by fourteen (8 1/2 x 14)
inches.

Prior to issuance of a Final Certificate of Occupancy by the Township, The Township Engineer and/or
Building Inspector shall inspect all site improvements, including roads, water, sanitary and storm sewer
facilities, grading and road signs, for compliance with all applicable Township Ordinances.
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SECTION 12. PENALTY

Any person who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor
and shall be punished by a fine of not more than five-hundred ($500) dollars or by imprisonment in the
county jail for a period of time not to exceed ninety (90) days or by both fine and imprisonment, plus actual
costs of prosecution.

ORDINANCE # 19

The foregoing Ordinance offered by Board Member L. Johnson, Supported by Board Member D. Behrend.
Upon roll call vote, the following voted "Aye": L. Johnson, J. Edwards, R. Wilhelmsen, D. Behrend, B. Guy.
"Nay": 0
Absent: 0
The Chair declared adopted on date of publication 09/29/1997.

CERTIFICATE
I, Lewis L. Johnson, duly elected and acting Clerk of Morton Township, hereby clarify that the preceding
resolution was offered by the Township Board of said Township at the Regular Meeting of said Board, held

on September 9, 1997, of said members as here-in-before set forth; that said resolution was ordered to take
effect on date of publication, September 29, 1997.

Lewis L. Gotinoon

Lewis L. Johnson, Clerk
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MORTON TOWNSHIP

SUBDIVISION CONTROL

ORDINANCE

EFFECTIVE DATE 07-01-90
UPDATED: MARCH 1, 1997

REVISION EFFECTIVE: APRIL 20, 2006
RECOMMEND FOR REVISION MORTON TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD: 03/16/2006
APPROVED REVISIONS BY MORTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 04/11/2006
PUBLISHED IN BIG RAPIDS PIONEER: 04/20/2006

The Subdivision Control Act defines certain words and where used in this Ordinance, the
definitions are identical. The word “shall” is always mandatory and not merely directory.
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ARTICLE 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1.1 TITLE
This Ordinance shall be known as the:
“MORTON TOWNSHIP SUBDIVISION CONTROL ORDINANCE”.

SECTION 1.2 PURPOSE
The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate and control the subdivision of land within the township in
order to promote the public safety, health and general welfare.

SECTION 1.3 AUTHORITY

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted by the Subdivision Control Act of 1967, Act
288 of the Public Acts of 1967 as amended and Act 246, Public Acts of 1945 as amended, which
authorizes township boards to adopt ordinances, to secure the public health, safety and general welfare.

SECTION 14 SCOPE

This Ordinance shall not apply to any lot or lots forming a part of a subdivision created and recorded prior
to the effective date of this Ordinance except for the further dividing of lots. Where this Ordinance
imposes a greater restriction upon land than is imposed or required by such existing provision of any other
Ordinance of this Township, the provisions of this Ordinance shall control.

SECTION 1.5 ORDINANCE CONTROL MANAGER

No subdivision plat required by this Ordinance or the Subdivision Control Act shall be submitted for
approval until the Ordinance Control Manager has confirmed that all requirements have been met and has
documentation from all the necessary agencies.
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ARTICLE IT - PLATTING PROCEDURE

SECTION 2.1 PRELIMINARY PLAT

This is an informal procedure designed to permit a developer to present his project ideas to the Zoning
Board at minimum cost. The developer must contact the Ordinance Control Manager ten (10) days prior
to the regular meeting of the Zoning Board to request agenda time and bring location and proposed
density information plus a scale pencil sketch of his proposal for discussion.

SECTION 2.2 SUBMISSION OF PRELIMINARY PLAT FOR
TENTATIVE APPROVAL

Every person, firm or corporation which shall hereafter submit a proposed preliminary plat to the Zoning
Board for tentative approval, shall submit a written application for approval, the fee established by this
Ordinance and six (6) eligible copies of said proposed Preliminary plat to the Township Ordinance
Control Manager at least ten (10) days before a regular meeting of the Zoning Board. The preliminary
plat may be on paper and shall not be less than 24" by 36", at a minimum scale of 1" to 200", showing date
and North arrow. Said copies must contain, as a minimum, the following information:

1. The name of the proposed subdivision and it's legal description.

2. The names, addresses and telephone numbers of the subdivider and the surveyor preparing the
plat.

3. Names of abutting subdivisions or land owners.

4. Statement of proposed use of plat, such as, residential single family, multiple housing;
commercial; industrial; recreational; etc.

5. Show relief of area proposed to be platted with not more than 2 foot contour intervals where
slope 1s 10% or less and 5 foot contour intervals where slope is greater than 10%.

6. Indicate road layout, lot layout showing size and shape of proposed lots, rights-of-way easement
showing location, width and purpose.

7. Indicate whether proposed plat will be served by sanitary sewer and/or water. If not so served, a
site report as described in the rules of the State Department of Public Health is required.

8. Indicate the proposed methods for storm water disposal and the general location and size of any
flood plain located within the area to be platted.

9. Any subdivision which provides access to lakes or rivers other than individually owned lots,
either through parks, outlets or open-space, shall have a ratio of 15 feet solid usable shore line in
the provided area for each lot in the plat.

10. When the proprietor owns or plans to acquire and anticipates platting adjoining land, he shall
submit, with the preliminary plat for tentative approval, an outline plan showing the feasibility of
such development.
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11. Six copies of proposed protective covenants and deed restrictions, or state in writing thatnone are
proposed.

12. A fee equal to the sum of $1.00 multiplied by the number of lots contained in the proposed
subdivision, but not less than $60.00.

SECTION 2.3 PRELIMINARY PLAT PROVISIONS
A. Street

1.

2.

10.

Compliance with a major street thoroughfare plan adopted by the Township, if any.

The arrangement of streets shall provide a continuation of existing streets from adjoining
areas into the new subdivision.

Where adjoining areas are not subdivided, the arrangement of streets in the proposed
subdivision shall be extended to the boundary line of the tract to make provision for the future
projection of streets into adjoining areas: provided, however, that minor streets within the
subdivision shall be so laid out that their use by through traffic will be discouraged.

Where the proposed subdivision abuts or contains a county primary road or major
thoroughfare as defined in the Township Major Thoroughfare Plan or the County Road
Commission Plan, the Zoning Board may require marginal access streets approximately
parallel to the right-of-way of the primary road or major thoroughfare and may require such
other treatment as is deemed necessary for the adequate protection of residential properties
and to afford separation of through and local traffic.

Private streets may be permitted by the Zoning Board if the Zoning Board finds that private
streets within this plat will not adversely affect public health, safety or welfare.

Proposed street names shall not duplicate any existing street name in the county, except
where a new street is a continuation of an existing street. Street names that may be spelled
differently but sound the same shall also be avoided. Developer will be responsible for
installing street signs similar to those used throughout the county.

Streets should intersect at ninety degrees or closely thereto and in no case less than eighty
degrees.

Where the proposed continuation of a street at an intersection is not in alignment with the
existing street, it must not intersect such cross street closer than 175 feet from such opposite
existing street, as measured from the center line of said streets. The Township encourages the
use of "T" intersections for local roads to avoid future traffic problems.

The maximum length allowed for residential blocks shall be 1,000 feet.

All primary roads shall be placed in rights-of-way, eighty (80) feet in width, or less as
allowed by a variance.

All local roads shall be placed in rights-of-way, sixty-six (66) feet in width, or less as allowed
by a variance.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

All private roads shall be placed in rights-of-way, sixty-six (66) feet in width, or less as
allowed by a variance.

Permanent dead end streets in excess of six hundred (600) feet in length are prohibited, except
by variance where the topography of the area, rivers, streams, and other natural conditions or
prior development prevent a through street from being constructed.

A subdivision, or the extension of an existing subdivision, creating a total of more than fifty
(50) lots must be developed so as to provide two (2) or more access streets.

Road definitions:

a. "Primary Roads" shall mean county primary roads that are part of the Mecosta County
Primary Road System, and any proposed road that will be constructed and included in the
Mecosta County Primary Road System.

b. "Local Roads" shall mean local county roads that are part of the Mecosta County Local
Road System, and any proposed road that will be constructed and included in the Mecosta
County Local Road System.

c. "Private Roads" shall mean an area of land that is privately owned, provides vehicular
access to more than one (1) lot and has not been dedicated to public use other than access
by emergency and public safety vehicles, and is maintained by its private owners.

Variances from the road right-of-way width requirements in this ordinance may be sought
from the Morton Township Zoning Board of Appeals by filing an application with the Morton
Township Ordinance Control Manager and paying a seventy- five ($75) dollar application
fee.

Variances on road right-of-way widths can be granted by the Morton Township Zoning Board
of Appeals within the following limitations, and according to the following guidelines:

a. Primary road width can be varied from eight (80) feet to no less than sixty-six (66) feet.
b. Local Road width can be varied from sixty-six (66) feet to no less than forty (40) feet.
c. Private road width can be varied from sixty-six (66) feet to no less than forty (40) feet.

d. Factors to be considered by the Zoning Board of Appeals in evaluating a request for a
road right-of way width variance include, but are not limited to the following:
(1) The length of the road; the longer the road the less likely it is that a variance
should be granted.

(2) The number of the actual and potential residential dwelling units to be served by
the road; the more units to be served the less likely it is that a variance should be
granted.

(3) The likelihood of the road being extended or otherwise connected to other roads in
the future; the greater the likelihood of extension or connection the less likely it is
that a variance should be granted.
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(4) Whether utilities will be placed in the road right-of-way, or in some other location
set aside or dedicated for utilities, reducing the need for having road right-of-way for
the placement of utilities.

(5) The likelihood a private road will be added to the public road system in the future;
the greater the likelihood of adding the road to the public road system, the less likely it
is that a variance should be granted.

(6) Whether there is adequate or extra off-street parking in the subdivision or site
condominium that may reduce the need for parking of vehicles along the road.

(7) Whether emergency vehicles can safely access all of the structures to which road
will provide access.

(8) A variance is required in order to comply with conflicting County or State laws,
rules, or regulations.

e. That such variance will not have the effect of nullifying the intent and purpose of this
Ordinance, the Master Plan or the Zoning Ordinance.

B. Lots

1.

All lots, whether served by water and/or sewage lines or providing private water wells and
private sewage disposal, must have a minimum width of 100 feet at the building setback line
and a minimum of 15,000 square feet of area.

Lots which abut water, either lake, river or stream, will have a building setback line of 50 feet
from said water or 30 feet if property line borders a green belt, however, in no case less than

50 feet from water's edge, and in all cases buildings shall conform to neighboring structures.

Corner lots shall have extra width to permit 30 foot setback from both streets.

4. The Township Board of Trustees wishes to discourage double fronting of lots. Therefore, any
lot which has frontage on two local roads may be prohibited.
C. General
1. Privately held reserve strips controlling access to streets shall be prohibited.

2. Existing natural features which add value to a residential development, that enhance the

attractiveness of the community, such as streams, water courses, historic spots and similar
irreplaceable assets should be preserved insofar as possible in the design of the subdivision.

Lands subject to flooding or otherwise determined by the Zoning Board to be uninhabitable
should not be platted for residential, commercial or industrial purposes. Such lands within a
subdivision may be set aside for other purposes such as parks and/or open space.

If, in the opinion of the Zoning Board, an environmentally sensitive area is being considered
for development, an environmental impact study may be required by the Zoning Board from
the developer.
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SECTION 2.4 PRELIMINARY PLAT FOR TENTATIVE APPROVAL
ZONING BOARD ACTION

Upon receipt of copies of said proposed plat the Zoning Board shall examine said plat with such
assistance by the Township Attorney and/or Township engineer as the Zoning Board shall require. If the
Zoning Board determines that the proposed plat complies with all applicable ordinances and statues and
the provisions set forth above, it shall grant, within ninety (90) days, tentative approval in writing of the
preliminary plat. This approval shall confer upon the proprietor for a period of one (1) year from date of
approval, lot size, lot orientation and street layout. Such tentative approval may be extended, at the
discretion of the Zoning Board upon application of the proprietor.

SECTION 2.5 SUBMISSION OF PRELIMINARY PLAT FOR
FINAL APPROVAL

Every person, firm or corporation which shall hereafter submit a proposed preliminary Plat to the
Ordinance Control Manager for final approval shall submit a written application for approval, the fee
established by this Ordinance and six (6) eligible copies of said plat to the Ordinance Control Manager at
least 30 days prior to a regular meeting of the Zoning Board. Said copies must contain, as a minimum,
the following information:

1. Evidence that all requirements imposed by the Zoning Board at the time of granting tentative
approval have been incorporated into the proposed plan.

2. The developer shall document consultation with all public utilities which will be servicing the
subdivision to resolve any conflicts in location between public facilities and other improvements.

3. The developer shall document the approval of the various approving authorities as required by
Sections 113 to 119 of the Subdivision Control Act (PA 288, 1967) as mended. (See attached.)

4. Shall include detailed working drawings showing grades, drainage structures, proposed utilities,
sidewalk, lighting and road construction plans for public and/or private roads within and
adjoining said plat.

5. A fee equal to the sum of $2.00 multiplied by the number of lots contained in the proposed
subdivision, but not less than $100.00.

SECTION 2.6 FINAL PRELIMINARY PLAT PROVISIONS
A. Roads
1. All road grades shall not exceed a 7% grade or be less than a 4% grade except upon special
approval of the Township Engineer or the County Road Commission.

2. Road requirements. Anyone engaged in grading shall at all times take appropriate and
reasonable steps to prevent erosion including the construction of roads, silt traps, the
mulching and temporary or permanent planting of all areas exposed by grading, the
construction of roads, diversions, channel linings, grade stabilization structures, and bank
protection structures, and shall limit, insofar as is practical, the area of the land exposed to
erosion resulting from grading at any one time and the length of time that any area is exposed,
and shall, upon completion of operations, leave the area in a condition where further erosion
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will not take place and the land is at least as suitable for uses permitted under this Ordinance
as when grading operations commenced.

. All road rights-of-way within or abutting such plat shall be constructed with not less than 6

inch compacted gravel base, 30 feet wide, covered with not less than 2 inches of bituminous
aggregate pavement, 20 foot wide shoulder to shoulder.

All rights-of-way shall be graded to the full width thereof for proper drainage and prospective
future widening and improving. Road grading shall be accomplished so as to establish a .5
foot higher elevation at the boundary of the right-of-way than at the crown of the traveled
roadway. All trees or other obstructions within the rights-of-way which interfere with the
grading and/or draining shall be removed. The foregoing .5 foot elevation and tree/obstacle
removal may be varied or adjusted by the Township Zoning Board upon recommendation of
the Township Engineer or County Road Commission.

Permanent dead-end streets shall be provided at the closed end with a turnaround having an
outside improved roadway diameter of at least 150 feet as measured from the centerline of the
gutter or back of curb and a street property line diameter of at least 150 feet. Temporary
dead-end streets shall be provided at the closed end with a turnaround constructed the full
width of the rights-of-way.

Half width dedication of roads and streets will not be permitted.

Where the requirements for roads and streets in this Ordinance are more restrictive than the
County Road Commission's current requirements for plats, this Ordinance shall prevail.

B. Drainage and Sewers

1.

Storm water disposal methods proposed for the subdivision must be adequate to insure each
building site and roadway will not be flooded and that all necessary easements for storm
sewers or open drains can feasibly be dedicated to the public for such purposes.

All surface waters shall be adequately drained within each plat by a separate system of
drainage structures or through the connection of such separate system to an adequate
adjoining system. If such adjoining system is under County control; e.g. County Road
Commission ditches or County ditches, permission must be obtained from the appropriate
County Department.

Where storm sewers are used, inlet basins must not be spaced further apart than 300 feet
except upon express approval of the County Drain Commission, to be granted only where
other equivalent and sufficient drainage inlets are provided. Where such outlets are not thus
available, such drainage structures may consist of leaching basins so spaced that water shall
not be required to run on the surface of the road further than two hundred fifty feet to such a
basin, or so spaced as to afford equivalent and sufficient drainage. The determination of what
constitutes "equivalent and sufficient drainage" shall be the responsibility of the County Drain
Commissioner.

Connection to sanitary sewers and/or water mains may be required by the Zoning Board when
the Zoning Board determines through the recommendations of the Township Engineer and/or
County Health Department, and/or County Drain Commissioner, that said sewers and/or
water mains are reasonably available to the proposed subdivision.



APRIL 20, 2006 SUBDIVISION CONTROL ORDINANCE

C. Public Utilities

1. The proprietor shall make arrangements for all distribution lines for telephone, electric,
television and other similar services distributed by wire or cable to be placed underground
entirely through the residential subdivided area. Electric distribution lines shall be defined in
accordance with the rules and regulations promulgated by the Michigan Public Service
Commission. Such conduits or cables shall be placed within private easements provided to
such service companies by the proprietor or within dedicated public ways. All such facilities
placed in dedicated public ways shall be planned so as not to conflict with other underground
facilities. All such facilities shall be constructed in accordance with standards of construction
approved by The Michigan Public Service Commission. Private easements for underground
utilities shall be shown on the preliminary plat.

D. General
1. No land within the subdivision may be isolated from a public highway nor may any adjoining
land of the proprietor or others be isolated from a public thoroughfare thereby creating
landlocked parcels.

SECTION 2.7 PRELIMINARY PLAT FOR FINAL APPROVAL

TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES ACTION
Upon receipt of copies of said proposed plat for final approval, the Township Board of Trustees shall
examine said proposed plat with such assistance by the Township Attorney and/or Township Engineer, as
the Township Board of Trustees shall require. If the Township Board of Trustees determines that the
preliminary plat has obtained the required statutory approval of other governmental agencies and
complies with the requirements set forth in this Ordinance, the Township Board of Trustees shall:

1. Provide for an adequate public hearing, giving due notice to all parties of interest.

2. Give notice of its approval or disapproval of the preliminary plat in writing within twenty (20)
days after the next Township Board of Trustees meeting which is held after the Public Hearing.

3. A negative decision will contain the reasons for disapproval and specifics under which approval
may be gained. If approved the proprietor gains the conditional right, for a period of (two) 2
years from the date of approval, that the general terms and conditions under which said approval
was granted will not be changed. Said two (2) year period may be extended at the discretion of
the Township Board of Trustees upon application by the proprietor.

SECTION 2.8 SUBMISSION OF FINAL PLAT FOR FINAL APPROVAL

Every person, firm or corporation which shall hereafter submit a proposed final plat to the Ordinance
Control Manager for final approval shall submit a written application for approval, the fee established by
this Ordinance and six (6) eligible copies of said proposed final plat to the Ordinance Control Manager at
least thirty (30) days prior to a regular meeting of the Township Board of Trustees. Also, the following
relevant data must be submitted:

1. An abstract of title or title insurance policy showing salable title in the name of the proprietor of
the subdivision.
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2. A fee equal to the sum of $2.00 multiplied by the number of lots contained in the proposed
subdivision but not less than $100.00.

SECTION 2.9 FINAL PLAT PROVISIONS

A. Completion
1. All monuments required to be placed have been placed.

2. All roads, streets, bridges and culverts have been completed.

3. All utilities servicing the plat have been installed and water and sanitary sewer lines, if
required, have been stubbed to the lot line.

4. All surface water drainage systems have been completed.
5. All street signs have been installed.

6. Any other improvements required by this Ordinance or specified in the final plat have been
installed or completed.

B. Guarantee of Completion of Improvements Required
1. In lieu of the actual installation of required public improvements, the Township Board of
Trustees may permit the subdivider to provide a financial guarantee of performance. Security
acceptable to the Township Board of Trustees shall be filed in the form of a cash deposit,
certified check, negotiable bond, irrevocable bank letter of credit or surety bond.

a. Such surety acceptable by the Township Board of Trustees shall accrue to the Morton
Township.

b. The dollar value of such surety shall be equal to the total estimated cost of construction of
the specific public improvement, including contingencies, as estimated by the Township
Board of Trustees.

c. The escrow time or term length shall be for a period to be specified by the Township Board
of Trustees.

C. Penalty in Case of Failure to Complete the Construction of Public Improvement
In the event the subdivider shall, in any case, fail to complete such work within such period of
time as required by the conditions of the guarantee for the completion of public improvements, it
shall be the responsibility of the Township Board of Trustees to proceed to have such work
completed. In order to accomplish this, the Township Board of Trustees shall reimburse itself for
the cost and expense thereof appropriating the cash deposit, certified check, irrevocable bank
letter of credit, or negotiable bond, or may take such steps as may be necessary to require
performance by the bonding or surety company, and as included in a written agreement between
the Township Board of Trustees and the subdivider.

10
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D. General

1.

If any flood plains are involved in the proposed subdivision then such flood plains shall be
restricted as provided by the Michigan Subdivision Control Act and such restrictions shall be
submitted to the Township Zoning Board for review and approval prior to the recording and
thereafter shall be recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds contemporaneously with the
recording of the plat.

All underground utility installations, including lines for street lighting systems, where
applicable, which traverse privately owned property shall be protected by easements granted
by the proprietor and approved by the public utility. These easements shall be recorded on
the final plat as private easements for public utilities or easements provided by separate
instrument. Easements across lots or centered on rear or side lot lines provided for utilities
shall be at least 12 feet wide, usually 6 feet dedicated from each lot or parcel, except side lot
easements 3 feet wide granted for street lighting dropouts. These easements should be direct
and continuous from block to block.

The Township Board of Trustees has the right to make inspections of public improvements
during constructions to insure conformation to standards.

County Health Department, Zoning Board, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Department,
Drain Commission and County Road Commission provisions must be observed except where

they conflict with this Township Ordinance.

Within the dedication listed with the plat shall be included provision for any park, outlot or
open space within the subdivision.

The dedication must be executed by all required owners.

SECTION 2.10 FINAL PLAT FOR FINAL APPROVAL

TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD ACTION

Upon receipt of copies of said final plat for final approval, the Township Zoning Board shall examine
said plat with such assistance by the Township Attorney and/or Township Engineer as the Township
Zoning Board shall require. If the Township Zoning Board determines that the final plat has obtained the
required statutory approval of other governmental agencies and complies with the requirements set forth
in this Ordinance, the Township Board of Trustees shall give notice of its approval or disapproval of the
final plat in writing within 20 days after the next regular scheduled meeting of the Township Board of
Trustees. A negative decision will contain the reasons for disapproval and specifics under which approval

may be
gained.

11
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ARTICLE III - SUBDIVISION LOT DIVISION

After a subdivision has been recorded, platted lots may thereafter be partitioned or divided only with the
approval of the Township Board of Trustees pursuant to the authority granted under Section 263 of the
Subdivision Control Act (copy attached), as amended and the provisions stated in this Ordinance.

ARTICLE IV - VARIANCE PROCEDURE

Where there are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in carrying out the strict letter of this
Ordinance, the Township Board of Trustees shall have power in passing upon proposed subdivisions to
vary or modify any of the terms and provisions of this Ordinance so that the spirit of the Ordinance shall
be observed and public health, safety and welfare secured.

ARTICLE V - ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES FOR
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THIS ORDINANCE

Violation of any of the provisions of this Ordinance or failure to comply with any of its requirements shall
constitute a misdemeanor. Any person who violates this Ordinance or fails to comply with any of its
requirements shall, upon conviction, thereof, be fined not more than $1,000.00 or imprisoned for not more
than 180 days or both for the first offense and for each subsequent offense, a like fine or imprisonment in
the County Jail not to exceed 1 year, or both. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the Township Board
of Trustees or public official or private citizen from taking such lawful action as is necessary to restrain or
prevent any violation of this Ordinance or the Subdivision Control Act.

ENFORCEMENT: No subdivision plat required by this Ordinance or the Subdivision Control Act shall
be admitted to the public land records of the County or received or recorded by the County Register of
Deeds, until such subdivision plat has received the final approval of the Township Board of Trustees.

ARTICLE VI - AMENDMENTS

The Township Zoning Board may from time to time amend, supplement or repeal the regulations and
provisions of this Ordinance in the manner prescribed by law for the amendments of Ordinances.

ARTICLE VII - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Should any section, clause or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the Courts to be invalid, the
same shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof other than the part so
declared to be invalid.

This Ordinance shall take effect in the Township 30 days after publication.

PUBLIC HEARING DATE February 24, 1990
TOWNSHIP BOARD ADOPTION April 3, 1990
PUBLICATION DATE June 1, 1990

EFFECTIVE DATE July 1, 1990
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TOWNSHIP OF MORTON
COUNTY OF MECOSTA, MICHIGAN
ORDINANCE NO. 42 of October 13, 2009

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE ACCUMULATION
AND STORAGE OF JUNK IN MORTON TOWNSHIP

WHEREAS, Morton Township desires to enact and enforce a police power ordinance regulating the
accumulation and storage of junk, now therefore

THE TOWNSHIP OF MORTON ORDAINS:

Section 1. Title. Morton Township Junk Ordinance

An ordinance to secure the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents and property
owners of Morton Township, Mecosta County, Michigan, a municipal corporation, by the regulation of
the outdoor parking and storage of motor vehicles, tractor trailers, trailers, dismantled or inoperable
equipment and the accumulation of trash, junk, or of new or used parts thereof, within Morton
Township, and to provide penalties for the violation of this ordinance.

1. Purpose

The purpose of this ordinance is to limit and restrict the outdoor storage, parking or unreasonable
accumulation of trash, junk, rags, paper products, partially dismantled or non-operating motor
vehicles, tractor trailers, trailers, dismantled or inoperable equipment and the accumulation of new
or used parts thereof upon premises used or zoned for any type of residential purpose within the
township; to thereby avoid injury and hazards to children and others attracted to such vehicles,
equipment or trailers; the devaluation of property values and the unsightly effect of the presence of
such vehicles, equipment, junk, trash, or trailers upon adjoining residents and property owners.

2. Definitions

Trash and Junk: The terms "Trash” and "Junk" are used synonymously and each as herein used
shall include the following: Second-hand articles of any kind, such as, but not limited to used
articles or used pieces of: cast iron, old iron, old steel of any kind, tool steel, aluminum, copper,
brass, lead, scrap metal, rags, paper products, automobile bodies or parts of machinery, old
machinery or parts, old cars stored for the purpose of dismantling and car parts stored for the
purpose of sale or repair, lighting and plumbing fixtures. Also to include discarded materials such
as, but not limited to construction scrap and debris, manufacturing by-products and other non-toxic
or non-caustic wastes, ashes, garbage, industrial by-products or waste, empty cans, food containers,
bottles, crockery, utensils of any kind, boxes, barrels, and all other articles customarily considered
trash or junk.

Junk vehicles: Any motor vehicle or trailer, which does not have lawfully affixed thereto an
unexpired license plate, registration sticker and which is any of the following:
=  Worecked
Damaged
Dismantled
Partially dismantled
Inoperative
Abandoned
Discarded



Major repair: Any repair requiring more than a forty-eight (48) hour period to accomplish.

3. Prohibitions
No person shall park, allow to be parked, store, or place upon any public right-of-way, public or
private property, any trash or junk except in receptacles for not longer than a twenty-four (24) hour
period while awaiting lawful disposal.

A. No person shall keep or display on site, or allow any other person or business to keep or display
on site, more than two motorized vehicles for the purpose of selling or marketing the motor
vehicles, except a duly licensed motor vehicle dealer in a C-3 Zoning District that is operating
on a site for which zoning approval has been granted.

B. No person shall park, store, or place upon any premises that is used or is zoned for any type of
residential purpose within the township, any motor vehicles, tractor trailers, trailers, ORV's,
dismantled or inoperable equipment or cause to accumulate new or used parts there from,
unless the same is wholly contained within a fully enclosed building and does not violate any
zoning ordinances of the township, or any laws of the State of Michigan, except for the
following:

1. Duly licensed and operable vehicles or trailers with all main component parts attached.

2. Vehicles, trailers or equipment that are temporarily inoperable, because of minor
mechanical failure, but which are not, in any manner, dismantled and have substantially all
main component parts attached, which may remain upon such private property for a period
not to exceed fourteen (14) days.

3. Not more than one vehicle in fully operating condition, such as stock car or modified car
that has been re-designed or reconstructed for a purpose other than that for which it was
manufactured, provided no building or garage is located upon the premises in which the
same could be parked or stored. In no event shall any such vehicle be parked in the front or
side street yard area of any such residential premises.

4. Exceptions
It shall be unlawful to park and/or store motor vehicles, tractor trailers, trailers, dismantled or
inoperable equipment or to accumulate new or used parts on any property utilized for residential
purposes, as defined herein, however; the following are not included within the definition of junk
and are exempt from the requirements of this ordinance: equipment used in conjunction with
farming operations conducted in accordance with generally accepted agricultural practices.

5. Nuisance
Any parking, storage, placement, or operation in violation of the provisions of this ordinance are
hereby declared to be a public nuisance which may be enjoined or which may subject the violator
to damages and the fines and penalties herein provided for.

Nothing in this Ordinance shall prohibit a private citizen or entity from bringing suit to abate a
nuisance existent contrary to this ordinance.



6. Permitted Types of Use
This ordinance shall not prevent the operation of any licensed junk yard, salvage yard, garage,
body, or paint shop legally operating within a proper zoning district as defined in the Morton
Township Zoning Ordinance, and shall be in addition to any other laws or ordinances regulating
rubbish, refuse, litter, trash, or junk control and regulations.

7. Penalty
Any person who violates a provision of this ordinance shall be responsible for a municipal civil
infraction, and subject to a civil fine of up to five-hundred dollars, and court costs of not less than
nine dollars or more than five hundred dollars, plus all expenses, direct and indirect, to which
Morton Township has been put in connection with the municipal civil infraction. Each day that a
violation continues shall constitute a separate violation. In addition to any remedy available at law,
the Morton Township may bring a civil action for an injunction or other process to restrain,
prevent, enjoin, or abate any violation of this ordinance.

9. Authorized local official
The Morton Township Ordinance Control Officer and the Morton Township Building Official are
legally authorized to issue municipal civil infraction citations for violations of the Morton
Township Junk Ordinance.

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect on the date of publication.

The foregoing ordinance was offered by the Board Member J. Quinlan and supported by Board
Member D. Behrend

UPON ROLL CALL VOTE:

The following voted Yea: J. Quinlan, Y. Bellingar, D. Behrend, M. Kuzma and J. Burkle
The following voted Nay: None

The following were absent: None

The Chair declared the ordinance adopted on October 13, 2009.

CERTIFICATION

I, Yulanda Bellingar, the duly elected and acting Clerk of Morton Township, hereby certify that the
foregoing is a true and complete copy of an ordinance adopted by the Township Board, of the
Township of Morton, County of Mecosta, State of Michigan, at a regular meeting held on

October 13, 2009 of said members as here-in-before set forth; that the ordinance was ordered to take
effect on the date of publication. Date of Publication: November 4, 2009.

Yulanda Bellingar
Morton Township Clerk



Township Cemetery Ordinance

MORTON TOWNSHIP
MECOSTA COUNTY, MICHIGAN
Ordinance No. 36AA

An ordinance to protect the public health, safety and general welfare by establishing regulations relating to
the operation, control, maintenance and management of cemeteries owned, controlled or operated by the
Township of Morton in Mecosta County, Michigan; to provide penalties for the violation of said ordinance,
and to repeal all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith.

THE TOWNSHIP OF MORTON, COUNTY OF MECOSTA, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:

Section 1. Title
This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the “MortonTownship Cemetery Ordinance.”

Section 2. Purpose and Intent

The MortonTownship Board recognizes and concludes that the proper and reasonable maintenance,
appearance and use of the cemetery or cemeteries owned or controlled by the Township is an important
function of the government of the Township. It is also important that burials, disinterments and other
matters associated with a municipal cemetery are handled in a respectful and proper way in order to
promote the safety, public health and general welfare of the community. The Township Board finds that the
adoption and enforcement of this Ordinance is in the best interests of the property owners and residents of
the Township.

Section 3. Definitions

(&) An Adult “cemetery plot” shall consist of an area in a Township cemetery sufficient to accommodate
one burial space for one deceased person. It shall consist of a land area at least forty-eight (48) inches
wide and ninety-six (96) inches in length. An infant or stillborn burial and cremations space shall be 48”
wide and 48” long. A cemetery plot is designated either A/B or C/D on cemetery map.

(b) “Township” means Morton Township.

(c) “Township cemetery” or “cemetery” means any cemetery owned, operated and/or controlled by the
Township.

(d) “Infant” means someone who is two years or younger at the time of death.

(e) “Township Clerk” means the elected Township Clerk and/or other designees of the township board.

Section 4. Sale of Cemetery Plots; Nontransferable

(a) After the effective date of this Ordinance, cemetery plots shall be sold by the Township for the purpose
of burial for the purchaser of a cemetery plot, or his or her immediate family. No sale shall be made to
funeral directors or others, except for those acting as an agent for an eligible purchaser.

(b) All sales and transfers of cemetery plots shall be made on a form approved by the Township Board and
signed by the designated Township official, which grants a right of burial only and does not convey any
other title or right to the cemetery plot or burial space sold. Such forms shall be signed by the Township
Clerk or Deputy Township Clerk and shall constitute a permit when approved.

(c) Cemetery plots may be sold by the Township to any resident or taxpayer of the Township. The
Township Clerk is hereby granted the authority to vary the aforesaid restriction on sales where the
purchaser discloses sufficient personal reason for burial within the Township through previous
residence in the Township or relationship to persons interred in the Township cemetery involved. Any
such decision by the Township Clerk (either granting or denying such variance) may be overturned by
the Township Board pursuant to Section 23 hereof.



(d) At the time of purchase from the Township, each cemetery plot shall be assigned the name of the
specific person who shall be interred in that cemetery plot upon death. Each such person must either
be a resident or taxpayer of the Township or be a member of the immediate family of a qualified
purchaser. If the owner of a cemetery plot desires to effectuate a name change regarding the assigned
cemetery plot, that person must sell the cemetery plot back to the Township and repurchase that space
in the name of another eligible person, since cemetery plots are otherwise nontransferable.

(e) Cemetery plots are non-transferable but may be sold back for the original purchase price to the
Township for resale by the Township.

(f) The Township Board shall have the authority to place a limit on the number of cemetery plots sold to a
particular person, as well as such person’s family and relatives. Furthermore, the Township shall have
the absolute right and discretion to determine whether a particular cemetery plot or plots will be sold to
a specific person and where such cemetery plot or plots will be located. Such decision shall be based
upon reasonable factors, including, but not limited to, the number of vacant cemeteries plots available
and whether family or relatives of the person seeking to purchase a cemetery plot or plots are buried
adjacent or nearby the cemetery plot or plots requested.

(g) The Township shall have the right to correct any errors that may be made concerning interments,
disinterment’s, or in the description, transfer or conveyance of any cemetery plot, either by canceling
the permit for a particular vacant cemetery plot or plots and substituting and conveying in lieu thereof
another vacant cemetery plot or plots in a similar location within the cemetery at issue or by refunding
the money paid for the cemetery plot to the purchaser or the successor of the purchaser. In the event
that an error involves the interment of the remains of any person, the Township shall have the right to
remove and transfer the remains so interred to another cemetery plot in a similar location in the same
Township cemetery in accordance with law.

(h) The owner of every cemetery plot shall be responsible for notifying the Township whenever that
person’s mailing address changes.

Section 5. Purchase Price for Cemetery Plots; Indigent Burials

(a) Each cemetery plot shall cost the sum of $300. Burial spaces for infants or cremains shall cost the sum
of $150. The lawful owner of any cemetery plot within the Township shall promptly provide the
Township Clerk with any change in that owner’s mailing address.

(b) All charges shall be paid to the Township Treasurer.

(c) The Township Board may waive some or all fees for the burial of indigent persons. Furthermore, the
Township Board may set aside a portion of a Township cemetery or cemeteries for the burial of
indigent persons.

(d) The Township Board may by resolution periodically alter the foregoing fees to accommodate increased
costs and needed reserve funds for cemetery maintenance and acquisition.

Section 6. Grave Opening Charges

(&) The Township may charge reasonable fees for the opening and closing of any cemetery plot, prior to
and following a burial therein, and including the interment of ashes. Such fees shall be set from time to
time by resolution of the Township Board, payable to the Township. The fees will be based on the cost
incurred by the person or company doing the work.

(b) No cemetery plot shall be opened or closed except under the direction and control of the Township
clerk or such other individual as is designated by the Township Board. This subsection B shall not
apply to any grave opening, disinterment, or similar matter which is done pursuant to a valid court order
or under the supervision and direction of local or state health department authorities; however, even in
such cases, the Township Clerk shall be given at least twenty-four (24) hours’ prior notice of when such
grave opening or closing will occur.

Section 7. Markers or Memorials; No Monuments
(a) All markers and memorials must be comprised of stone or other equally durable composition and
shall face the same direction as the markers and memorials around them.

(b) The footing or foundation upon which any marker or memorial must be placed shall be construct by
the Sexton or such person(s) as may be designated by the Township Board. Fees for such work will
be set from time to time by the Township Board payable to Morton Township. (Note: The payment
for the foundation never gets paid directly to the person setting the foundation.)



(c)

3

Except for monuments that existed in a Township cemetery before the effective date of this Ordinance,
no monument will be allowed or erected in a cemetery. For purposes of this Ordinance, “monument”
shall be defined as any marker, memorial, statue or similar item which exceeds thirty (30) inches in
height above normal ground level or which has a ground surface area exceeding thirty (30) inches in
width (or forty-eight (48) inches in width for a double marker), with an overall height of no more than
thirty (30) inches above ground level, including the foundation. Only one (1) marker or memorial shall
be permitted per cemetery plot, or one marker or memorial in total where two adjoining plots share that
one marker or memorial. Markers shall be no more than thirty (30) inches in width (or forty-eight (48)
inches in width for a double marker), with an overall height of no more than thirty (30) inches above
ground level, including the foundation. Individual markers for cremation shall be flush with the ground
and shall be no more than twelve (12) inches by twenty-four (24) inches in size.

Any upright monument must be located on a suitable foundation to maintain the monument in an erect
position

(d) Should any monument or memorial (including any monument or memorial that was in place before this

(e)

Ordinance became effective) become unsightly, broken, moved off its proper site, dilapidated or a
safety hazard, the Township Board shall have the right, at the expense of the owner of the cemetery
plot, to correct the condition or remove the same. The Township shall make reasonable attempts to
contact the owner of the cemetery plot prior to any such work beginning.

The maintenance, repair and upkeep of a cemetery memoarial, marker, urn or similar item are the
responsibility of the heirs or family of the person buried at that location. The Township has no
responsibility or liability regarding the repair, maintenance or upkeep regarding any such marker,
memorial, urn or similar item.

Section 8. Interment Regulations

(@)

(b)

(€)

(d)

Only one (1) person and/or one (1) person and one (1) cremains shall be buried in a cemetery plot,
except for a parent and infant child or two (2) children buried at the same time when approved by the
Township.

The Township shall be given not less than 36 hours’ prior notice in advance of any funeral to allow for
the opening of the cemetery plot. The opening and closing of cemetery plots shall be done only by the
Township or such person or persons as are designated by the Township.

The appropriate permit or form issued by the Township for the cemetery plot involved, together with
appropriate identification of the person to be buried therein and the burial-transit permit from the health
department, shall be presented to the Township Clerk prior to interment. Where such permit or form has
been lost or destroyed, the Township Clerk must be satisfied, from his or her records, that the deceased
person to be buried in the cemetery plot is an authorized and appropriate person for that space before
any interment is commenced or completed.

The surface of all graves shall be kept in an orderly and neat-appearing manner within the confines of
the cemetery plot involved.

Section 9. Disinterments
(a) No disinterment or digging up of an occupied grave shall occur until and unless any and all permits,

(b)

licenses and written authorizations required by law for such disinterment or digging up of an occupied
grave have been obtained from any applicable state or county agency, governmental unit or official,
and a copy of the same has been filed with the Township.

The Township Board shall have the authority to refuse to allow a disinterment or the digging up of an
occupied grave if the disinterment or digging up of an occupied grave is not done pursuant to a court
order (issued by a court of competent jurisdiction) or does not have a reasonable basis.

Section 10. Winter Burials
(a) The Township may charge additional fees for winter burials.

(b) If a winter burial cannot occur due to inclement weather, frozen ground or similar condition, the

deceased person may be kept in winter storage until a spring burial can occur. Written permission by
the next of kin or authorized agent must be obtained prior to winter storage. All such winter storage
costs shall be paid by the estate of the deceased person or the person’s next of kin.

Section 11. Cremations
(&) Cremains must be buried in a container approved by a licensed funeral director.



Section 12. Grounds Maintenance

(a) Flower pots, urns and grave blankets may be placed and maintained at the head stones of graves no
earlier than May 1 and must be removed no later than October 1 of each year. Decorations will be
permitted for holidays falling outside of these dates, but only for one (1) week prior and one (1) week
following the holiday. Veteran flags and flag holders shall be governed by the Veteran’s Administration
rules and guidelines.

(b) No grading, leveling or excavating within a cemetery shall be allowed without the prior permission of
the Township Clerk. Furthermore, no tree, shrub, landscaping or similar plantings shall occur without
the prior permission of the Township Clerk.

(c) No flowers, shrubs, trees or vegetation of any type shall be planted outside of an urn. Any of the
foregoing items planted without Township approval will be removed by the Township clerk.

(d) The Township Board reserves the right to remove or trim any existing trees, plants or shrubs located
within a cemetery in the interest of maintaining proper appearance and the use of the cemetery.

(e) Mounds, bricks, blocks and any borders that hinder the free use of a lawn mower or other gardening
apparatus are prohibited.

(f) The Township Sexton shall have the right and authority to remove and dispose of any and all growth,
emblems, displays, containers and other items that through decay, deterioration, damage or otherwise
become or are unsightly, a source of litter or a maintenance problem.

(g) Surfaces other than earth or sod are prohibited.

(h) All refuse of any kind or nature including, but not limited to, dried flowers, wreaths, papers and plastic
flower containers must be removed from the cemetery within 10 days after a burial.

() No glass containers or items are allowed.

() Except for markers, memorials, flowers, and urns expressly allowed by this Ordinance, and veteran
flags as authorized by law, no other item (including, but not limited to, ornaments, signs, trellises,
statues, benches, landscaping, bricks, stones, grave border materials or other structures) shall be
installed or maintained within a Township cemetery, nor shall any grading, digging, mounding or similar
alteration of the ground or earth occur except as authorized by this Ordinance or by the Township.

Section 13. Disclaimer of Township Liability and Responsibility

Every person who enters, remains in and travels within a Township cemetery does so at their own risk. The
Township is not responsible for any injury, accident or other calamity that might occur to any person
present in a Township cemetery. Furthermore, the Township is not responsible for any damage or
vandalism to, theft of or deterioration of any burial monument, headstone, flower urn or other item placed at
or near a cemetery plot, burial site or anywhere in a Township cemetery. The purchaser or transferee of
any cemetery plot or the equivalent (and all subsequent transferees, assigns, heirs, or beneficiaries) hereby
releases, waives, indemnifies and holds harmless the Township for, from and against any injury, damages,
causes of action, claims, costs and expenses associated with, relating to and/or involving the cemetery plot
or similar right, any headstone, monument or similar items, and any matter related to the cemetery
involved. Such waiver, release and hold harmless provision shall apply not only to the Township, but also
as to the Township Sexton and any Township

employee, officer, official or agent.

Section 14. Forfeiture of vacant cemetery plots or burial spaces

Cemetery plots or burial spaces sold after the effective date of this Ordinance and remaining vacant for
forty (40) years or more from the date of their sale shall automatically revert to the Township upon the
occurrence of the following events:

(&) Notice shall be sent by the Township Clerk by first-class mail to the last known address of the last
owner of record informing him/her of the expiration of the 40-year period and that all rights with respect
to said plots or spaces will be forfeited if he/she does not affirmatively indicate in writing to the
Township Clerk within sixty (60) days from the date of mailing of such notice of his/her desire to retain
such burial rights; and

(b) No written response to said notice indicating a desire to retain the cemetery plots or burial spaces in
guestion is received by the Township Clerk from the last owner of record of said plots or spaces, or
his/her heirs or legal representative, within sixty (60) days from the date of mailing of said notice.



Section 15. Repurchases of Plots or Burial Spaces
The Township may repurchase any cemetery plot from the owner for a price set by the Township Board,
upon the written request of said owner or his or her legal heirs or representatives.

Section 16. Records

The Township Clerk shall maintain records concerning all burials, cemetery plots, issuance of burial permits
and any other records of the Township related to Township cemeteries, and the same shall be open to
public inspection at all reasonable business hours.

Section 17. Vaults

(&) All burials shall be within a standard concrete vault (which meets all applicable laws) installed or
constructed in each cemetery plot before interment. Vaults of other suitable materials may be allowed
at the discretion of the Township.

(b) Cremains shall be in a container approved by a licensed funeral director.

Section 18. Cemetery Hours

The Township cemetery shall be closed during the hours from 9 p.m. until 7 a.m. the next morning. During
those hours, no person shall be present in a Township cemetery. Such prohibition on being present in a
Township cemetery during the time when a Township cemetery is closed shall not apply to any Township
official, a person accompanied by the Township Clerk, the Township Sexton or any law enforcement or
firefighting official when engaged in the lawful duties of any such office or position.

Section 19. Prohibited Uses and Activities
The following prohibitions shall apply within any Township cemetery:

(a) No person shall destroy, deface, apply graffiti to or otherwise injure any monument, sign, tree or other
lawful item located within a Township cemetery.

(b) No person shall disturb the peace or unreasonably annoy, harass or disturb any other person who is
lawfully present on the grounds of any Township cemetery.

(c) No vehicles shall be permitted to drive on lawns or cemetery plots in a cemetery.

(d) There shall be no entry or presence in the cemetery by any person when the cemetery is closed or
outside of authorized times.

(e) There shall be no destruction of cemetery property.
(f) There shall be no destruction, defacing, cutting, etc., of any tree or plant within a cemetery.

(g) There shall be no headstones, ornaments, vases, plastic flowers, fences, benches, trellises, statues,
signs or any other item placed, kept, installed or maintained in a cemetery except those expressly
allowed by this Ordinance.

(h) There shall be no disturbing of the peace or engaging in any loud or boisterous conducts.
(i) There shall be no digging, grading or mounding unless expressly authorized by this Ordinance.

() There shall be no driving of an automobile, truck or any vehicle on any portion of a cemetery except the
designated roads or drives.

(k) There shall be no motorcycles, snowmobiles, four-wheelers, go-carts or similar vehicles.

() There shall be no gathering of persons in excess of 75 people without prior Township approval (except
during or incidental to a funeral occurring concurrent with burial).

(m) There shall be no disinterment or grave openings unless approved by the
Township.

(n) There shall be no possession or consumption of any alcoholic beverage.

(o) There shall be no picnicking or consumption of food without prior Township
approval.

(p) There shall be no music, playing of any radio, or the use of any amplification device or similar item,
except pursuant to a military ceremony or a funeral.



(q) There shall be no solicitation or peddling of services or goods or any signs or placards advertising any
goods or services.

(r) There shall be no littering or dumping.

(s) There shall be no unlawful interference with or disruption of a lawful funeral or funeral procession.
(t) There shall be no private signs, lighting, moving displays or changeable copy on a sign.

(u) There shall be no fires, candles or open flames.

(v) No children under twelve (12) years of age shall be allowed in any Township
cemetery unless accompanied by an adult and are properly supervised by an adult.

(w) There shall be no exceeding of posted speed limits.

(x) There shall be no domestic animals of any kind or pets allowed within the
cemetery grounds. However, this prohibition shall not apply to dogs assisting handicapped persons.

(y) No firearms or archery arrows shall be discharged or shot except that military or other veteran’s
organizations may carry arms for the purpose of firing over the grave at the burial of a member.

(z) No person shall engage in any fight, quarrel or disturbance.

Section 20. Authority of the Township Sexton

The Township Board shall appoint a Township Sexton, who shall serve at the discretion of the Township
Board. The Township Sexton may be a Township employee or independent contractor for the Township at
the discretion of the Township Board. The Township Sexton shall assist other Township officials with the
enforcement and administration of this Ordinance. The Township Sexton shall have such duties and
obligations with regard to Township cemeteries as may be specified from time to time by the Township
Board.

The Township Board shall have the authority to set fees pursuant to this Ordinance from time to time by
resolution. Such fees can include, but are not limited to, a fee or fees for a burial permit, disinterment
permit, grave opening, setting of foundations, grave closing, winter or holiday burial, the price for a new
cemetery plot, transfer fees for cemetery plots, and other matters. Any check for fees pursuant to this
Ordinance should be made out to the Township and not the Sexton or any other individual township
employee.

Section 22. Applicability of this Ordinance
(a) This Ordinance shall apply only to cemetery owned, controlled or operated by the Township.

(b) The provisions of this Ordinance shall not apply to Township officials or their agents or designees
involved with the upgrading, maintenance, administration or care of a Township cemetery.

(c) The provisions of this Ordinance shall not apply to police officers or firefighting officials or officers
involved in carrying out their official duties.

Section 23. Interpretation/Appeals to the Township Board

(@) The Township Board shall have the authority to render binding interpretations regarding any of the
clauses, provisions or regulations contained in this Ordinance and any rule or regulation adopted
pursuant to this Ordinance, as well as their applicability. The Township Board is also authorized to
waive application of the strict letter of any provision of this Ordinance or any rules or regulations
promulgated under this Ordinance where practical difficulties in carrying out the strict letter of this
Ordinance or any rules or regulations related thereto would result in hardship to a particular person or
persons or the public. Any such waiver, however, must be of such a character as it will not impair the
purposes and intent of this Ordinance.

(b) Any party aggrieved by any interpretation or decision made by any Township official, agent or
contractor pursuant to this Ordinance, as well as any matter relating to a Township cemetery, rights to
a cemetery plot, or other matter arising pursuant to this Ordinance, shall have the right to appeal that
determination/decision or matter to the Township Board. Any such appeal shall be in writing and shall
be filed with the Township within thirty (30) days of the date of the decision, determination or other
matter being appealed from. The Township shall give the aggrieved party who filed the written appeal
with the Township at least ten (10) days’ prior written notice of the meeting at which the Township
Board will address the matter unless an emergency is involved, in which case the Township shall utilize
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reasonable efforts to notify the aggrieved party who filed the appeal of a special or emergency meeting
of the Township Board at which the matter will be addressed. Pursuant to any such appeal, the
decision of the Township Board shall be final.

(c) The Township Board may set a fee or fees for any such appeal from time to time by resolution.

Section 24. Authority of the Township to Remove Unauthorized or Unlawful Iltems from a Township
Cemetery

Any monument, marker, planting, trellis, personal item, urn, flowers or foliage (whether real or artificial),
structure, flag (except for lawful veterans flags), or other item that has been placed, installed, left or
maintained in any Township cemetery in violation of this Ordinance, any Township rule or regulation
regarding Township cemeteries, or any county, state or federal law, statute or regulation may be removed
by the Township from the Township cemetery at any time and destroyed or disposed of by the Township
without any prior notice to, permission from, or liability or obligation to the person or persons who left,
installed, maintained or kept such item in the Township cemetery. No such item (including, but not limited
to, a monument, marker, planting, trellis, personal item, urn, flowers or foliage, structure, flag, or similar
item) can be installed, placed, maintained or kept in a Township cemetery unless expressly authorized by
this Ordinance or a written rule or policy of the Township. Even if such an item is authorized to be installed,
kept, maintained or left in a Township cemetery, the Township shall still have the discretion to remove any
such item at any time and dispose of the same without prior notice to, consent from or liability to the person
or persons who installed, maintained or left such item in a Township cemetery.

Section 25. Penalties

A violation of this Ordinance (or of any rule or regulation adopted pursuant to this Ordinance) constitutes a
municipal civil infraction. Any person, who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with any
provision of this Ordinance, or any permit or approval issued hereunder, or any amendment thereof, or any
person who knowingly or intentionally aids or abets another person in violation of this Ordinance, shall be in
violation of this Ordinance and shall be responsible for a civil infraction. The civil fine for a municipal civil
infraction shall be not less than one hundred dollars ($100) for the first offense and not less than two
hundred dollars ($200) for subsequent offenses, in the discretion of the court, in addition to all other costs,
damages, expenses and remedies provided by law. For purposes of this section, “subsequent offense”
means a violation of the provisions of this Ordinance committed by the same person within twelve (12)
months of a previous violation of the same provision of this Ordinance or similar provision of this Ordinance
for which said person admitted responsibility or was adjudged to be responsible. Each day during which
any violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense.

A violation of any permit or permit condition issued pursuant to this Ordinance shall also constitute a
violation of this Ordinance.

Section 26. Township Officials Who Can Enforce this Ordinance

Unless otherwise specified by the Township Board by resolution, the following officials or officers shall have
the authority to enforce this Ordinance and to issue municipal civil infraction citations/tickets pursuant to
this Ordinance:

» Township Supervisor

» Township Clerk

» Township Ordinance Enforcement Officer

» Any deputy of the county sheriff’'s department
 Any State Police officer

Section 27. Severability

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and should any provision, section or
part thereof be declared to be invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision shall only affect the particular provision, section or part thereof involved in such decision and shall
not affect or invalidate the remainder of this Ordinance, which shall continue in full force and effect.

Section 28. Effective Date; Conflicts



This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after a copy of this Ordinance (or summary thereof)
appears on the Township Website and is made available at the Township Office. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

The above Ordinance was offered for adoption by Township Board Member, Stephanie McNeal,
and was seconded by Township Board Member, Yo Bellingar, the vote being as follows:

YEAS: Stephanie McNeal, Yo Bellingar, Maureen Wolfe, Dick Wheeler

NAYS:

ABSENT/ABSTAIN: Jeff Ratledge

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.
CERTIFICATION

| hereby declare that the above is a true copy of an ordinance adopted by the Morton Township Board at a
board of trustees meeting held on Tuesday, February 11, 2020, at the Morton Township Hall, pursuant to
the required statutory procedures.

Dated: February 11, 2020

Respectfully submitted,
By Stephanie McNeal, Morton Township Clerk



