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CHAPTER 1

TRASH ORDINANCE
(ORD. NO. 90-1)

An ordinance to abate nuisances and preserve the public health, safety, and 
general welfare of the Township by regulating the storage and accumulation of 
trash and debris within Pierson Township and to provide penalties for the 
violation thereof.

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON ORDAINS:

Section 1. Definitions.

A. The term “Trash” and “Debris” are meant to include property of every kind that is 
customarily kept or used in a building or home, but that is outside of a building or 
home; examples include, but are not limited to the following:  kitchen appliances, 
T.V.’s, clothing, empty cans, food containers, bottles, crockery, utensils and 
boxes.  “Trash” and “Debris” also includes pieces of iron or metal, disconnected 
parts of motor vehicles or machinery, used lumber, ashes, garbage, industrial by-
products or waste.

B. The term “Person” as used herein shall include any person, legal entity, or 
corporation.

Section I. Unlawful Acts.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to accumulate, place, or allow or permit the 
accumulation or placing of trash or debris on any premises in the Township of 
Pierson.

B. It is not un-lawful to accumulate, place, allow, or permit the accumulation of trash 
and debris:

1. In a licensed junk yard.

2. In receptacles for not longer than seven (7) days awaiting disposal.

3. Temporarily outside of a building or home for a period not to exceed three 
(3) days.

Section II. Penalty.

Repealed by Ord. No. 2019-01.

Adopted: June 5, 1990
Amended: June 11, 2019
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CHAPTER 2

INOPERABLE MOTOR VEHICLE ORDINANCE
(ORD. NO. 90-2)

An ordinance to abate nuisances and preserve the public safety and general 
welfare of the Township of Pierson by regulating the parking and storage of 
motor vehicles, motorized equipment, machinery and equipment.

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON ORDAINS:

Motor vehicles of any kind or type without current license or registration plates shall not be 
parked or stored within the yards on any residential, agricultural, or commercially zoned 
property in the Township of Pierson; nor may any inoperable motorized equipment, machinery 
or equipment be parked or stored within said yards.

Inoperable motor vehicles, whether licensed or not, shall not be parked or stored within the yards
on any residential, agricultural or commercially zoned property.

Definitions.

A. Inoperable motor vehicle – a motor vehicle is inoperable when by reason of 
dismantling, disrepair, or any other cause, it is incapable of being propelled under 
its own power.  Any motor vehicle that has a main component part missing or 
unattached shall be deemed to be dismantled.  Motorized equipment includes 
snowmobiles, farm equipment that is normally propelled by a motor on the unit, 
lawn mowers, and any equipment that utilizes a motor in its operation.

B. Yard – the area surrounding a building or home; the outside area (unenclosed) of 
vacant lots, or property within the boundaries of Pierson Township.  A building is 
considered to be any structure that has a roof.

Penalties.

Repealed by Ord. No. 2019-01.

Adopted: June 5, 1990
Amended: June 11, 2019
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CHAPTER 3

TRUCK ROUTE ORDINANCE
(ORD. NO. 91-3)

An ordinance to establish and regulate truck traffic routes; to prohibit truck traffic 
on other roads; and to provide penalties for the violation thereof.

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON, MONTCALM COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:

Section 1. Definitions.

A. Implement of Husbandry means every vehicle which is designed for agricultural 
purpose and exclusively used by the owner thereof in the conduct of agricultural 
operations.

B. Road means any street, highway or route within Pierson Township.

C. Semi-Trailer means every vehicle with or without motive power, designed for 
carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so 
constructed that some part of its weight rests upon the towing vehicle.

D. Trailer means every vehicle with or without motive power, designed for carrying 
persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed 
that no part of its weight rests upon the towing vehicle.

E. Truck means every motor vehicle which is designed, used or maintained 
primarily for the transportation of property, except a pick-up truck for the 
transportation of property, except a pick-up truck, or a van designed so as to carry 
loads of no more than one ton.

F. Truck Tractor means every motor vehicle designed and used primarily for 
drawing other vehicles, and not so constructed as to carry a load other than a part 
of the weight of the vehicle and load so drawn.

G. Person includes an agency, company, organization, firm, association, partnership, 
joint venture, corporation, trust or equivalent entity or a combination of any of 
them as well as a natural person.

Section 2. Rule of Construction.

Any word or term not defined herein shall be considered to be defined in accordance with its 
common or standard definition.

Section 3. Truck Routes.

The following roads in Pierson Township, to the exclusion of all other roads, are hereby 
designated as truck routes and classified for truck traffic:
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A. Federal Road.

B. Cannonsville Road from Federal Road west to US 131 expressway.

C. Amy School Road from Cannonsville Road south to Central Sanitary Landfill 
entrance.

Section 4. Prohibition Against Travel on Other Than Truck Routes.

Except as expressly permitted under this Ordinance, no person shall operate a truck or truck-
tractor and semi-trailer or truck-tractor and trailer combination, or truck and trailer combination 
in Pierson Township on any road other than a designated truck route.

Section 5. Exemptions.

The truck route limitations prescribed in this Ordinance shall not apply to:

A. Fire trucks or other emergency vehicles or vehicle on emergency business 
involved in the saving of life or property, or

B. Implements of husbandry incidentally moved upon a road, or

C. Road repair, construction or maintenance vehicles while involved in the repair, 
construction or maintenance of roads within the Township, or

D. Garbage service vehicles while involved in the provision of services to residents 
of the Township, or

E. Trucks hauling sand, gravel and other permitted mineral material from legally 
authorized sand and gravel pits and other legally authorized locations within the 
Township, and also such trucks when returning to such legally authorized sand 
and gravel pits and other legally authorized locations within the Township.

Section 6. Pick-ups, Deliveries, Service Calls. 

A vehicles which would otherwise be restricted to truck routes and which is being used to make 
pick-ups, deliveries or service calls in the Township on roads other than designated truck routes 
shall restrict its travel to a minimum and shall not be driven or moved on other than truck routes 
except when being used to make pick-ups or deliveries or service calls within the Township.  
Said vehicle shall be driven in such a manner as to leave a permitted truck route and proceed to 
its destination or destinations in the Township by the most direct route.  Upon completion of the 
pick-ups, deliveries, or service calls, the vehicle shall return to the nearest permitted truck route 
or leave the Township by the most direct route.  This section shall not be interpreted as 
permitting a vehicle otherwise restricted to a truck route from entering or leaving the Township
by other than a truck route.
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Section 7. Leaving or Returning to Home or Place of Business.

Nothing herein contained shall prevent a truck or truck-tractor and semi-trailer, or truck tractor 
and trailer combination, or truck and trailer combination from leaving or returning to its 
customary storage location at the owner or operator’s personal residence, or a commercial or 
industrial location in the Township, provided the most direct route to and from a designated truck 
route is utilized.

Section 8. Special Permits. 

The Township Supervisor shall have authority to grant a written permit in special cases which 
would otherwise be in violation of the provisions of this Ordinance.  Such permits, however, 
shall not be given for more than one round trip and in no case shall a permit be valid for a longer
period than ten days from the date of issue.  Said permit shall describe the vehicle, the time and 
dates of travel, and the route to be taken by the vehicle.  The Township Board shall, by 
resolution, set a fee for special permits.

Section 9. Signs.

The Township Board shall procure and have posted appropriate signs along the designated truck 
routes as required by the laws of the State of Michigan.

Section 10. Penalties.

Repealed by Ord. No. 2019-01.

Section 11. Severability.

This Ordinance and the various parts, sections, subsections, sentences, phrases and clauses 
thereof are hereby declared to be severable.  If any part, sentence, paragraph, section, subsection, 
phrase or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, it is hereby declared that the remainder 
of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.

Section 12. Administrative Liability.

No officer, agent, or employee of Pierson Township, or member of the Township Board shall 
render himself personally liable for any damage that may accrue to any person as a result of any 
act, decision, or other consequences or occurrence arising out of the discharge of his duties and 
responsibilities pursuant to this Ordinance.

Section 13. Repeal.

All ordinances or parts thereof which are in conflict in whole or in part with any of the 
provisions of this Ordinance as of the effective date of this Ordinance are defined herein for 
purposes of interpretation, administration and enforcement of this Ordinance only will in no way, 
manner or form repeal, nulify or otherwise change the definition of any such terms as used in 
other ordinances of Pierson Township.
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Section 14. Effective Date.

This Ordinance was approved and adopted by the Township Board of Pierson Township, 
Montcalm County, Michigan, on Tuesday, October 4, 1991 and is ordered to take effect on 
Monday, November 11, 1991, said date being 30 or more days after publication in a newspaper 
having general circulation in Pierson Township pursuant to the provisions of Public Act 191 of 
1939, as amended.

Adopted: October 4, 1991
Amended: January 6, 1998
Amended: June 11, 2019
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CHAPTER 4

ANTI-NOISE AND PUBLIC NUISANCE ORDINANCE
(ORD. NO. 93-2)

Ordinance to secure the public health, safety and general welfare of the residents 
and property owners of Pierson Township, Montcalm County, Michigan, by the 
regulation of noise within the Township; to prescribe the penalties for the 
violation thereof.

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON, MONTCALM COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:

Section 1. Title.

This Ordinance shall be known and cites as the Township Anti-Noise and Public Nuisance 
Ordinance.

Section 2. Anti-Noise Regulations.

A. General Regulation.  No person, firm or corporation shall cause or create any 
unreasonable or unnecessarily loud noise or disturbance, injurious to the health, 
peace or quiet of the residents and property owners of the Township.

B. Specific Violations.  The following noises and disturbances are hereby declared 
to be a violation of this Ordinance; provided, however, that the specification of 
the same is not thereby to be construed to exclude other violations of this 
Ordinance not specifically enumerated:

1. The playing of any radio, phonograph, television or other electronic or 
mechanical sound producing device, including any musical instrument in 
such a manner or with such volume as to unreasonably upset or disturb the 
quiet, comfort or repose of other persons.

2. Yelling, shouting, hooting or singing on the public streets between the 
hours of 11:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M., or at any time or place so as to 
unreasonably upset or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of any persons 
in the vicinity.

3. The emission or creation of any excessive noise which unreasonably 
interferes with the operation of any school, church, hospital or court.

4. The keeping of any animal, bird, or fowl, which emanates frequent or 
extended noise which shall unreasonably disturb the quiet, comfort or 
repose of any person in the vicinity; such as allowing or permitting any 
dog to bark repeatedly in an area where such barking can be clearly heard 
from nearby residential property.
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Section 3. Exception.

Pierson Township is primarily a rural, agricultural township.  Excepted from the provisions of 
this Anti-Noise and Public Nuisance Ordinance are the usual farming noises, such as, but not 
restricted to, irrigation, ground preparation such as plowing, discing, planting and harvesting, 
and other related tractor and machinery operation noises, airplane spraying and fertilizing, etc.

Section 4. Validity.

The several provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be separate; if any court of law shall 
hold that any section or provision thereof is invalid, such holding shall not effect or impair the 
validity of any other section or provision of this Ordinance.

Section 5. Penalties.

Any person, firm or corporation found violating the provisions of this Ordinance, shall upon 
conviction, be punished by a fine of not to exceed $500.00 or by imprisonment, at the discretion 
of the court. Each day that a violation shall continue is to constitute a separate offense.  
Provisions of this Ordinance may also be enforced by suit for injunction, damages or other 
appropriate legal action.

Section 6. Effective Date.

This Ordinance was approved and adopted by the Township Board of Pierson Township, 
Montcalm County, Michigan on the 2nd of November, 1993, and shall be effective immediately 
upon publication.  Violations of this Ordinance are to be reported to the Montcalm County 
Sheriff Department at (517) 831-5253.

Adopted: November 2, 1993
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CHAPTER 5

BOAT LAUNCH ORDINANCE
(ORD. NO. 96-1)

An ordinance to establish rules and regulations which shall govern the operation 
of Big Whitefish Lake Pierson Township Boat Launch.

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON, MONTCALM COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:

Section 1. Authority.

The Township Board of Pierson Township of Montcalm County, Michigan pursuant to 
MCLA 211.44(3), MSA 7.87 of the laws of the State of Michigan hereby ordains and acts and 
publishes this Ordinance.

Section 2. Name.

This Ordinance shall be known as the Pierson Township Boat Launch Ordinance.

Section 3. Purpose.

The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate activity, operation, and use of this area immediately 
surrounding the public boat launch owned by Pierson Township in Big Whitefish Lake to protect 
the general health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Township particularly those using Big 
Whitefish Lake and the Pierson Township Boat Launch.

Section 4. Definitions.

Usage.  For the purposes of this Ordinance certain numbers, abbreviations, terms and words used 
herein shall be used, interpreted and defined as set forth in this section.

Unless the context clearly indicates to the contrary, words used in the present tense include the 
future tense, words used in the singular number include the plural, and words used in the plural 
number include the singular.  The word “herein” means in this Ordinance; the word “regulation” 
means regulations of this Ordinance; and the words “this Ordinance” shall mean the ordinance 
text, as enacted or subsequently amended.

a. The “Pierson Township Boat Launch” means and includes the real 
property owned by Pierson Township on the shore of Big Whitefish Lake located in Pierson 
Township, Montcalm, Michigan.

b. A “person” includes a corporation, partnership and an unincorporated 
association of persons such as a club.

c. The “Township” is Pierson Township in the County of Montcalm, State of 
Michigan.
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d. “Alcoholic liquors or beverages, alcohol and malt liquors” mean 
intoxicating liquors which can be used as a beverage in which, when drunk to excess, will 
produce intoxication.

e. “Tube or tubing” means any tube or floating device attached by rope to a 
motorized watercraft travelling at a speed greater than no wake speed.

f. “Waterskiing” means using a broad ski for skiing on water while being 
towed by a motor boat. In addition, the term waterskiing would include using any kneeboard or 
other similar device to glide across the water while being pulled by a motorized boat.

g. “No wake speed” is a speed by which no visible track of turbulence is left 
by something moving through the water.

h. “Picnic” means a meal eaten outdoors or on an excursion.

i. “To occupy” means to take or enter upon possession of the premises to 
possess to do business in, to take or to hold possession or actually use of an area.

j. “Destroy” means defined to damage or ruin the structure, organic 
existence or condition of a thing, to demolish, to injure or mutilate beyond possibility of use.

k. “Deface” means to mar or destroy the physical appearance of written or 
inscribed characters as expressive of a definite meaning of a written instrument signature 
description.

l. “Fight or fighting” means a hostile encounter, or altercation, or a physical 
or verbal struggle for victory.

Section 5. Regulations.

Any person or persons or groups of persons shall not do the following on or at the Pierson 
Township Boat Launch:

1. Consume alcoholic beverages or possess an open alcoholic beverage container.

2. Water ski, or tube, within 150 feet of the landing.

3. Operate a boat at greater than “no wake speed” within 150 feet of the Pierson 
Township Boat Launch or within 100 feet of adjacent docks.

4. Swim between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. any day of the week.

5. Picnic, camp, grill, or to start any type of fire.

6. Park vehicles in any type of areas posted no parking or to park any type of vehicle 
or trailer partially or wholly in the lake waters adjacent to the Pierson Township Boat Launch.
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7. Occupy the Pierson Township Boat Launch site for any reason between the hours 
of 10:00 p.m. and 4:00 a.m. daily except to launch fishing boats.

8. Engage in violent, abusive, loud, lude, wanton, obscene or otherwise disorderly 
conduct, or to obstruct the free passage of other persons, or to fight.

9. Destroy, damage, or remove any Township property, living tree or other 
vegetation.

10. Use this site for the purpose of boat engine tune-up or adjustment, or 
unnecessarily accelerate boat engines in or out of gear above idling speed.

11. Bring unleased pets onto this launching site.

12. Remove, destroy, or deface posters, signs, or markers placed by the Township on 
the Pierson Township Boat Launch site.

Section 6. Penalties.

Repealed by Ord. No. 2019-01.

Section 7. Severability.

The section of the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any 
clause, sentence, word, section or provision is declared void or unenforceable for any reason by 
any court or competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any other portion of the ordinance other 
than said part or portion thereof.

Section 8. Repeal.

All or parts or any ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

Section 9. Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days following first publication.

Adopted: June 4, 1996
Amended: June 11, 2019



_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Township of Pierson General Ordinance Land Division Ordinance

Page 6-1

CHAPTER 6

LAND DIVISION ORDINANCE
(ORD. NO. 97-13)

An ordinance to regulate the division of parcels or tracts of land in order to carry 
out the provisions of Michigan Public Act 288 of 1967, as amended, being the 
Land Division Act; to establish minimum requirements and procedures for the 
approval of such land divisions and to prescribe penalties for the violation of this 
Ordinance.

As adopted May 19, 1997 by Ordinance No. 97-13, with amendments through 
September 1, 1999

Section 1. Title and Purpose.

1.1 This Ordinance shall be known as may be cited as the Pierson Township Land Division 
Ordinance.

1.2 The purpose of this Ordinance is to carry out the provisions of the Land Division Act, 
Michigan Public Act 288 of 1967, as amended (the “Act”) in order to prevent the creation 
of parcels of land which do not comply with the Act or with applicable Township 
ordinances; to provide for the orderly development of land and otherwise to provide for 
the health, safety and welfare of the residents and property owners of the Township by 
establishing minimum requirements for review and approval of certain land divisions 
within the Township.

1.3 This Ordinance shall not be construed to repeal, abrogate, rescind, or otherwise to impair 
or interfere with provisions of other ordinances of the Township.

Section 2. Definitions.

Certain words and phrases used in this Ordinance shall have the meanings stated in this section.  
Other words and phrases, if defined by the Act, shall have the meanings stated in the Act.

2.1 “Administrator” means the township assessor.

2.2 “Division” or “land division” means the partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract of 
land by the proprietor thereof or by his or her heirs, executors, administrators, legal 
representatives, successors or assigns for the purpose of sale, or lease of more than one 
year, or of building development that results in one or more parcels of less than 40 acres 
or the equivalent (as defined in the Act), and that satisfies the requirements of 
Sections 108 and 109 of the Act.  Division does not include a property transfer between 
two or more adjacent parcels, if the land taken from one parcel is added to an adjacent 
parcel.

2.3 “Exempt split” means the partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract of land by the 
proprietor thereof or by his or her heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Township of Pierson General Ordinance Land Division Ordinance

Page 6-2

successors or assigns that does not result in one or more parcels of less than 40 acres or 
the equivalent.

2.4 “Parcel” means a contiguous area of land which can be described as stated in 
Section 102(g) of the Act.

2.5 “Parent parcel” or “parent tract” means a parcel or tract, respectively, lawfully in 
existence on March 31, 1997.

2.6 “Private road” means a private road which complies with the requirements of the 
Township zoning ordinance.

2.7 “Road authority” means the governmental authority having jurisdiction of a public road 
or public street.

2.8 “Resulting parcel(s)” means one or more parcels which result from a land division.

2.9 “Tract” means two or more parcels that share a common property line and are under the 
same ownership.

Section 3. Land Division Approval Required.

Any division of land, including any partitioning or splitting of land, within the Township which 
requires the approval of the Township in order to qualify as a land division under the Act shall 
satisfy the requirements of Sections 4, 5 and 7 and other applicable provisions of this Ordinance.

Section 4. Application for Land Division Approval.

4.1 A proposed land division shall be filed with the Administrator and shall include the 
following:

(a) A completed application, on such written form as the Township may provide, 
including any exhibits described therein.

(b) Proof of an ownership interest in the land which is the subject of the proposed 
division, or written consent to the application, signed by the owner of such land.

(c) A land title search, abstract of title, or other evidence of land title acceptable to 
the Administrator which is sufficient to establish that the parent parcel or parent 
tract of the land which is the subject of the proposed division was lawfully in 
existence on March 31, 1997.

(d) A copy of each deed or other instrument of conveyance which contains the 
statement required by Section 109(3) of the Act concerning the right to make 
further divisions.

(e) A tentative parcel map showing the parent parcel or parent tract which is the 
subject of the application, and the area, parcel lines, public utility easements, and 
the manner of proposed access for each resulting parcel.  The tentative parcel 
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map, including the resulting parcels, shall be accurately and clearly drawn to 
scale.  A tentative parcel map shall include:

(1) Date, north arrow, scale, and the name of the person or firm responsible 
for the preparation of the tentative parcel map;

(2) Proposed boundary lines and the dimensions of each parcel;

(3) An adequate and accurate legal description of each resulting parcel;

(4) A drawing or written description of all previous land divisions from the 
same parent parcel or parent tract, identifying the number, area and date of 
such divisions;

(5) The location, dimensions and nature of proposed ingress to and egress 
from any existing public and private streets;

(6) The location of any public or private street, driveway or utility easement 
to be located within any resulting parcel.  Copies of the instruments 
describing and granting such easements shall be submitted with the 
application; and

(7) If a resulting parcel is a development site (as defined in the Act), the 
location of all public utility easements serving the parcel.

(f) Other information reasonably required by the Administrator in order to determine 
whether the proposed land division qualifies for approval.

(g) Payment of the application fee and other applicable fees and charges established 
by resolution of the Township Board.

4.2 A proposed division shall not be considered filed with the Township, nor shall the time 
period stated in subsection 5.2 commence, until all of the requirements for an application 
for land division approval have been complied with.

Section 5. Minimum Requirements for Approval of Land Divisions.

5.1 A proposed land division shall be approved by the Administrator upon satisfaction of all 
of the following requirements:

(a) The application requirements of Section 4.

(b) All resulting parcels to be created by the proposed land division(s) shall fully 
comply with the applicable lot area and lot width requirements of the Township 
zoning ordinance for the zoning district(s) in which the resulting parcels are 
located.

(c) Each resulting parcel shall have the depth to width ratio specified by the 
Township zoning ordinance for the zoning district(s) in which the resulting parcel 
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is located.  If the Township zoning ordinance does not specify a depth to width 
ratio, each resulting parcel which is 10 acres or less in area shall have a depth 
which is not more than four times the width of the parcel.  The width and depth of 
the resulting parcel shall be measured in the same manner provided by the 
Township zoning ordinance for the measuring of the minimum width and 
maximum depth of parcels.

(d) Each resulting parcel shall have a means of vehicular access to an existing street 
from an existing or proposed driveway or access easement.  Such means of access 
shall comply with all applicable location standards of the governmental authority 
having jurisdiction of the existing street.

(e) The proposed division, together with any previous division(s) of the same parent 
parcel or parent tract, shall not result in a number of resulting parcels that is 
greater than that permitted under Section 108 of the Act.

(f) Each resulting parcel that is a development site (as defined in the Act) shall have 
adequate easements for public utilities from the resulting parcel to existing public 
utility facilities.

5.2 The Administrator shall approve or disapprove a proposed land division within 45 days 
after the complete filing of the proposed division with the Administrator, and shall 
provide the person who filed the application written notice whether the application is 
approved or disapproved and, if disapproved, all the reasons for the disapproval.

5.3 Any notice of approval of a division resulting in a parcel less than 1 acre in size shall 
contain a statement that the Township, its officers and employees are not liable if a 
building permit is not issued for the parcel for the reasons set forth in Section 109(a) of 
the Act, including requirements regarding suitability of on-site water supply and on-site 
sewage disposal, as described in Section 105(g) of the Act.

5.4 An applicant aggrieved by the decision of the Administrator may, within 30 days of the 
decision, file a written appeal of the decision to the Township Board, which shall 
consider and decide the appeal by a majority vote of the members present and voting at a 
public meeting.  At least 10 days’ written notice of the date, time and place of the 
meeting at which the appeal is to be considered shall be given to the applicant by regular, 
first-class mail, directed to the applicant’s address as shown in the application or in the 
written appeal.  The Township Board may affirm or reverse the decision of the 
Administrator, in whole or in part, and its decision shall be final.

5.5 The Administrator shall maintain a record of all land divisions approved by the 
Township.

Section 6. Exempt Splits and Other Divisions not Subject to Approval.

6.1 An exempt split is not subject to approval by the Township if all resulting parcels are 
accessible (as defined in the Act) or if either Section 6.3(a) or 6.3(b) of this Ordinance 
applies.
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6.2 The Township shall not permit the creation of an exempt split if one or more of the 
resulting parcels are not accessible unless either Section 6.3(a) or 6.3(b) of this Ordinance 
applies to all such inaccessible parcels.

6.3 An exempt split or other partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract that only results in 
parcels of 20 acres or more in size is not subject to approval by the Township if the parcel 
or tract is not accessible and either of the following applies:

(a) The parcel or tract was in existence on March 31, 1997.

(b) The parcel or tract resulted from an exempt split or other partitioning or splitting 
under Section 109b of the Act.

Section 7. Approval of Land Division.

7.1 A decision approving a land division shall be effective for not more than 90 days after 
such approval by the Administrator or, if appealed, by the Township Board, unless either 
of the following requirements is satisfied within such 90-day period:

(a) A deed or other recordable instrument of conveyance, accurately describing the 
resulting parcel(s), shall be recorded with the county register of deeds and a true 
copy thereof, showing proof of such recording, shall be filed with the 
Administrator; or 

(b) A survey accurately showing the resulting parcel(s) shall be recorded with the 
county register of deeds and a true copy thereof, showing proof of such recording, 
shall be filed with the Administrator.  Such survey shall comply with the 
minimum requirements of Public Act 132 of 1970, as amended.

If neither paragraph (a) nor paragraph (b) is satisfied, such land division approval shall, without 
further action on the part of the Township, be deemed revoked and of no further effect after the 
90th day following such approval by the Administrator or, if appealed, by the Township Board.

7.2 All deeds and other recordable instruments of conveyance and all surveys submitted in 
compliance with Section 7.1 shall be reviewed by the Administrator in order to determine 
their conformity with the approved tentative parcel map.  The Administrator shall mark 
the date of approval of the proposed land division on all deeds, other recordable 
instruments of conveyance and surveys which are in conformity with the approved 
tentative parcel map and which otherwise comply with the requirements of this 
Ordinance.  Such documents shall be maintained by the Administrator in the Township 
record of the approved land division.

7.3 The approval of a land division is not a determination that the resulting parcels comply 
with other ordinances or regulations.

7.4 Any parcel created inconsistent with or in violation of this Ordinance, where approval 
hereunder is required, shall not be eligible for issuance of building permits, zoning 
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ordinance approvals or other land use or building approvals under other Township 
ordinances.

Section 8. Penalties and Other Remedies.

Repealed by Ord. No. 2019-01.

Section 9. Severability.

The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and if any provision or other part hereof is 
determined to be invalid or unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
determination shall not affect the remaining provisions or other parts of this Ordinance.

Section 10. Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective 30 days after its publication or 30 days after the 
publication of a summary of its provisions in a local newspaper of general circulation.

Adopted: May 19, 1997
Amended: September 1, 1999
Amended: June 11, 2019
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CHAPTER 7

ADULT USE ORDINANCE
(ORD. NO. 98-__)

An ordinance to regulate certain adult uses within the Township, and to provide 
penalties for the violation thereof.

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON ORDAINS:

Section 1. Regulation of Adult Uses.

(a) It is recognized that there are some land uses which, because of their very nature, 
have serious objectionable characteristics.  This is particularly true when several 
such uses may be concentrated in proximity to other such uses or to residentially-
zoned lands, thereby having a detrimental effect upon adjacent areas.  Special 
regulation of these uses is necessary ensure that these adverse effects will not 
contribute to the blighting or downgrading of the surrounding areas.  The 
regulations set forth in this Ordinance are for the purpose of preventing a 
concentration of objectionable uses within any one area, and to prevent the 
deterioration or blighting of nearby residential areas or neighborhoods.  These 
regulations do not legitimate activities which are prohibited in other Township 
ordinances.

(b) The regulations in this Ordinance are also for the purpose of prohibiting nudity 
(as defined herein) in or upon any premises licensed for the sale of alcoholic 
liquor.  This Ordinance is adopted to protect the public health, safety and welfare 
pursuant to the authority granted by U. S. and State Law, including, without 
limitation, the regulations of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission, which 
expressly recognize the authority of local governmental units to prohibit nudity in 
liquor-licensed establishments.  The Township Board hereby finds that 
prohibiting nudity in liquor-licensed establishments serves the legitimate 
governmental interest of the Township by preventing disturbances, criminal or 
other unlawful activity, and other undesirable activity that would more likely 
occur within or near such establishments if nudity were permitted on the same 
premises where alcoholic liquor is served.

(c) The land uses that are subject to these regulations are the following:

(1) Adult retail stores;

(2) Adult theraters;

(3) Cabarets;

(4) Massage parlors; and

(5) Liquor licensed establishments.
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(d) As used in this section, the following terms shall have the indicated meanings:

(1) Adult Retail Store.  An establishment having as a substantial or 
significant portion of its stock in trade which is for sale, lease, and/or 
display, books, magazines or other periodicals and/or videos which are 
distinguished or characterized by their emphasis on matters depicting, 
describing or relating to “specified sexual activities” or “specified 
anatomical areas,” as defined in this Ordinance, for sale to or viewing by 
patrons therein.

(2) Adult Theater.  Any establishment used for presenting material 
distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matters depicting, 
describing or relating to “specified sexual activities” or “specified 
anatomical areas,” as defined herein for observation by patrons therein.  
The presentation of such material includes all methods of presentation, 
whether to groups or to individuals, including, but not limited to: motion 
pictures, still photos, slide projections, television, cable television and/or 
the playing of video recordings.

(3) Adult Use.  A building or other enclosure used for an Adult Retail Store, 
Adult Theater, Cabaret or Massage Parlor.

(4) Cabaret.  An establishment for entertainment which features topless 
dancers, strippers, male or female impersonators, or similar entertainers 
who exhibited “specified anatomical areas” or who exhibit “specified 
sexual activities” as defined herein for observation by patrons.

(5) Licensee.  A person or entity having a license to sell alcoholic liquor, 
beer, wine or any of them, and the owners, officers, agents, and employees 
of such person or entity.

(6) Massage Parlor.  Any establishment where massages are administered for 
pay, including, but not limited to, massage parlors, sauna baths, and steam 
baths.  This definition shall not be construed to include a hospital, nursing 
home, medical clinic, or the office of a physician, surgeon, chiropractor, 
osteopath, or physical therapist duly licensed by the State of Michigan, nor 
barbershops or beauty salons in which massages are administered only to 
the scalp, the face, the neck or the shoulder.

(7) Nudity.  A state of undress so as to expose to the view of another person 
any of the following body parts, either directly or indirectly, including, but 
not limited to, exposure with less than a fully opaque covering all or part 
of the pubic region; all or part of the buttocks; all or part of the genitals; or 
any portion of the female breast below the top of areola.  A woman’s 
breast-feeding of an infant does not constitute nudity.

(8) Specified Anatomical Areas.  Less than completely and opaquely 
covered human genitals, pubic region, buttock and female breast below a 
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point immediately above the top of the areola; and human male genitals in 
a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered.

(9) Specific Sexual Activities.  Human genitals in a state of sexual 
stimulation or arousal; acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse or 
sodomy; or the fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic 
region, buttock or female breast.

(e) Nudity is prohibited in liquor licensed establishments, as stated in this subsection.

(1) A licensee shall not permit or allow any person in a state of nudity to be in 
or upon premises that are licensed or subject to licensing by the Michigan 
Liquor Control Commission.

(2) A licensee shall not hire, employ, or procure a person to appear in a state 
of nudity in or upon premises licensed or subject to licensing by the 
Michigan Liquor Control Commission.

(3) No person shall appear in a state of nudity in or upon premises licensed or 
subject to licensing by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.

(4) A licensee shall not permit or allow in or upon premises licensed or 
subject to licensing by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission the 
showing of films, television, slides, or other photographic, or other 
electronic reproductions which depict views or scenes wherein any person 
appears in a state of nudity.  This prohibition shall not apply to any public 
broadcast television transmission from a federally licensed television 
station.

(f) Adult uses shall comply with all of the following requirements:

(1) An adult use shall not be located within a one thousand (1,000) foot radius 
of any other adult use.

(2) An adult use shall not be located within a one thousand (1,000) foot radius 
from any church, part, school, community center, public building, 
playground or school bus stop.

(3) An adult use shall not be located within five hundred (500) feet of any 
residentially-zoned land.  If two (2) or more adult uses are conducted as 
one business, then said business shall be located a minimum of seven 
hundred fifty (750) feet from any residentially-zoned land.

(4) Any person massaging any customer or other person must be certified as a 
massage therapist by the American Massage Therapy Association or be a 
graduate of a school of massage therapy that is certified by the State of 
Michigan, or have such other similar qualifications as are approved by the 
Township Planning Commission.  All massage clinics or establishments 
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are subject to inspection from time to time by the building inspector and 
shall be required to file an annual report to the Township, as to the names 
and qualifications or each person who administers massages under the 
authority or supervision of the massage establishment.

(5) Establishments where adult uses are located shall not be enlarged or 
expanded in any manner or to any extent unless approved by the Township 
Planning Commission as a special land use under the applicable provisions 
of the Township zoning ordinance.

Section 2. Violations and Penalties.

(a) Any person, corporation or firm who disobeys, omits, neglects, or refuses to 
comply with any provision of this Ordinance shall be in violation of this 
Ordinance.  Any such violation is hereby declared to be a nuisance per se.

(b) A violation of this Ordinance is a municipal civil infraction, for which the fine 
shall not be more than $500 for the first offense and not less than $500 nor more 
than $2,500 for subsequent offenses, in the discretion of the court, and in addition 
to all other costs, damages, and expenses provided by law. For purposes of this 
section, “subsequent offense” means a violation of the provisions of this 
Ordinance committed by the same person within 12 months of a previous 
violation of the same provision of this Ordinance for which said person admitted 
responsibility or was adjudicated to be responsible.

(c) Each day during which any violation continues shall be deemed a separate 
offense.

(d) The foregoing penalties shall not prohibit the Township from seeking injunctive 
relief against a violator or such other appropriate relief as may be provided by 
law.

Section 3. Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective 30 days after its publication or 30 days after the 
publication of a summary of provisions in a local newspaper of general circulation.

Adopted: __________
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CHAPTER 8

PLANNING COMMISSION ORDINANCE
(ORD. NO. _______)

An ordinance to continue the Township Planning Commission, in compliance 
with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Act 33 of the Public Acts of Michigan 
of 2008, and to provide for the membership, officers, duties and meetings of the 
Planning Commission, and other matters relating thereto.

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON ORDAINS:

Section 1. General Provisions.

1.1 Short Title.  This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the Pierson Township 
Planning Commission Ordinance.

1.2 Statutory Authority.  This Ordinance is authorized by Public Act 33 of 2008, as 
amended. MCL 125.3801 et seq.

1.3 Continuation of Planning Commission.  The existence and status of the Township 
Planning Commission is hereby continued for all lawful purposes and effects and without 
limitation as to duration.

1.4 Repeal.  Any prior resolution establishing the Township Planning Commission is 
repealed. 

1.5 Definitions.  Any words not otherwise defined in this Ordinance are defined as stated in 
Michigan Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended.  If such words have not been defined, they 
are to be understood by their ordinary meaning.

Section 2. Transition.

All actions taken by the Township Planning Commission preceding the creation of this 
Ordinance are approved, ratified and confirmed.  Any Planning Commission actions in process at 
the effective date of this Ordinance shall continue but shall be subject to the terms hereof.

Section 3. Membership and Officers.

3.1 Composition.  The Planning Commission shall consist of seven members.  

3.2 Appointment.  The Township Supervisor shall appoint each Planning Commission 
member, subject to the approval of the Township Board, by majority vote of the Board 
members elected and serving.

(a) Qualifications of Members.  The members of the Planning Commission shall be 
qualified electors of the Township, except that one of such members need not be 
so qualified.  To be and remain qualified as a member, an elector need not be 
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registered to vote, but shall reside and be eligible to register to vote in the 
Township. Appointment of one non-qualified elector to the Planning Commission 
is discretionary only.

(b) Representation.  To the extent practicable, the membership of the Planning 
Commission shall be generally representative of the diverse interests and areas in 
the Township.

(c) Township Board Member.  One member of the Planning Commission shall be a 
member of the Township Board.  The term of a Township Board member on the 
Planning Commission shall be the same as the member’s Township Board term. 
A Township Board member may not serve as chairperson of the Planning 
Commission.

(d) Township Employees.  Township employees shall not be eligible for 
membership on the Planning Commission.

3.3 Officers.  At the first meeting of each year, the Planning Commission shall select a 
chairperson from among its members, who shall serve for a term of one year; the 
chairperson may be re-elected.  At the same meeting, the commission shall also elect a
secretary from among the remaining members.  The secretary shall have a one-year term 
and may be re-elected. The Planning Commission shall elect such other officers as the 
members may determine.  The term of each officer shall be one year.

3.4 Term of Office.  Planning Commission members in office at the time of the adoption of 
this Ordinance shall continue in office until the expiration of their respective terms.  
Succeeding members shall be appointed for three-year terms.  A member’s term 
commences on the date of appointment and terminates three years from the date of 
appointment, except that a member shall continue to serve until his or her successor is 
appointed.

3.5 Vacancies.  The Township Board shall fill vacancies in the membership of the 
Commission in the same manner as provided for the initial appointments.  A person 
appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term, and may 
be re-appointed to a full term.

3.6 Removal.  The Township Board may remove a member of the Planning Commission for 
misfeasance, malfeasance or nonfeasance, after providing written notice to the member 
and an opportunity for a public hearing. 

3.7 Compensation.  Planning Commissioners may receive such compensation and expense 
reimbursement as the Township Board may determine.

3.8 Zoning Board of Appeals.  One member of the Planning Commission shall serve as a 
member of the Zoning Board of Appeals.
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Section 4. Powers and Duties.

4.1 In General.  Unless otherwise reserved in this Ordinance, the Planning Commission has 
all the powers and duties provided by Michigan Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended, 
Michigan Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended, and applicable township ordinances.

4.2 Duties and Responsibilities.  The Planning Commission shall perform the following 
duties and responsibilities, among others: 

(a) Bylaws and Other Matters.  The Planning Commission shall adopt bylaws for 
the transaction of its business and shall keep a public record of its resolutions, 
findings, determinations and other official actions. Public records shall be 
available to the public as provided by the Freedom of Information Act, Public Act 
442 of 1976, as amended.  The bylaws shall provide that members shall not 
participate in matters as to which they have a conflict of interest. The Planning 
Commission shall prepare an annual report to the Township Board.

(b) Master Plan.  To guide the development of the Township, the Planning 
Commission shall prepare a Master Plan in accordance with applicable provisions 
of Michigan Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended.

(c) Zoning Ordinance.  The Planning Commission shall administer the Township 
zoning ordinance and take such other actions with respect to zoning and land use 
planning as are authorized by the terms of the zoning ordinance, other applicable 
Township ordinances and state law. 

4.3 Reservations.  The Township Board retains the responsibility of adopting a capital 
improvements program for the Township.

Section 5. Meetings.

The Planning Commission may hold meetings as frequently as it determines but may not have 
fewer than four regularly scheduled meetings each year.  The time and place of regular meetings 
shall be determined by resolution adopted in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, Michigan 
Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended.  Meetings shall be held in accordance with the Open 
Meetings Act.

Section 6. Notice; Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective 63 days after it is published, or 63 days after a summary 
of its provisions is published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Township.

Adopted: December 2, 2008
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CHAPTER 9

VIOLATIONS BUREAU ORDINANCE
(ORD. NO. 2019-01)

AN ORDINANCE adopted pursuant to Public Act 12 of 1994 (MCL 600.8701, et 
seq.) to establish a municipal ordinance violations bureau for the purpose of 
accepting admissions of responsibility for ordinance violations designated as 
municipal civil infractions for which municipal ordinance violation notices have 
been issued and served by authorized officials; to collect and retain civil fines and 
costs for such violations as prescribed herein and to repeal all conflicting 
ordinance or parts of ordinances.

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON, MONTCALM COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:

Section 1. Title.

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Pierson Township Municipal Ordinance 
Violations Bureau Ordinance.

Section 2. Penalties.

A. Unless penalty is provided by a separate Township Ordinance for violation of that 
Ordinance, the penalty for violation of an ordinance which is designated as a 
municipal civil infraction shall be as follows:

1. $150 for the first violation.

2. $300 for a second violation within a three year period of the first violation.

3. $500 for a third and subsequent violations within a three year period of the 
first violation.

B. For purposes of this section, an “offense” is considered to be subsequent to a prior 
offense if a violation for which same person admitted responsibility or was 
adjudicated to be responsible was committed by the same person within the stated 
time of a prior violation of the same provision.

C. Each day during which any violation continues shall be deemed a separate 
offense.

D. As an additional penalty, the violator shall be responsible for all costs, damages, 
expenses and actual reasonable attorney fees incurred by the Township, and shall 
be subject to all other remedies provided to the Township by law.
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Section 3. Establishment, Location and Personnel of Municipal Ordinance Violations 
Bureau.

A. Establishment.  The Pierson Township Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau 
(hereafter, the “Bureau”) is hereby established pursuant to Public Act 12 of 1994 
(MCL 600.8396), as it may be amended from time to time, for the purpose of 
accepting admissions of responsibility for ordinance violations designated as 
municipal civil infractions and to collect and retain civil fines and costs for such 
violations as prescribed herein.

B. Location.  The Bureau shall be located at the Township hall or other such 
location in the Township as may be designated by the Township Board.

C. Personnel.  All personnel of the Bureau shall be Township employees.  The 
Township Board may by motion or resolution designate a Bureau clerk with the 
duties prescribed herein and as otherwise may be delegated by the Township 
Board.

Section 4. Bureau Authority.

The Bureau shall only have authority to accept admissions of responsibility (without 
explanation) for municipal civil infractions for which a municipal ordinance violations notice (as 
compared to a citation) has been issued and served and to collect and retain the scheduled civil 
fines and costs for such violations specified pursuant to this Ordinance or other applicable 
ordinance.  The Bureau shall not accept payment of fines and costs from any person who denies 
having committed the alleged violation or who admits responsibility only with explanation.  The 
Bureau shall not determine or attempt to determine the truth or falsity of any fact or matter 
relating to an alleged ordinance violation.

Section 5. Ordinance Violation Notice Requirements.

A. Ordinance Violation Notice Requirements.  When there is reasonable cause to
believe that a violation of this Code has occurred, civil infraction violation notices 
shall be issued and served by authorized Township officials as provided by law.  
A municipal ordinance violation notice shall include, at a minimum, all of the 
following:

1. the violation;

2. the time within which the person must contact the Bureau for purposes of 
admitting or denying responsibility for the violation;

3. the amount of the scheduled fines and costs for the violation;

4. the methods by which the violation may be admitted or denied;

5. the consequences of failing to pay the required fines and costs or 
otherwise contacting the Bureau within the required time;
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6. the address and telephone number of the Bureau; and

7. the days and hours the Bureau is open.

B. Denial of Responsibility.

Where a person fails to admit responsibility (without explanation) for a violation within 
the jurisdiction of the Bureau and pay the required civil fines and costs within the 
designated time period, the Bureau clerk or other designated Township employees shall 
advise the complainant to issue and file a municipal civil infraction citation for such 
violation with the court having jurisdiction of the matter.  The citation filed with the court 
shall consist of a sworn complaint containing, at a minimum, the allegations stated in the 
municipal ordinance violation notice and shall fairly inform the alleged violator how to 
respond to the citation.  A copy of the citation may be served by first class mail upon the 
alleged violator at the alleged violator’s last known address.  The citation shall thereafter 
be processed in the manner required by law.

Section 6. Record and Accounting.

The Bureau clerk or other designated township official or employee shall retain a copy of all 
municipal ordinance violation notices and shall account to the Township Board once a month or 
at such other intervals as the Township Board may require concerning the number of admissions 
and denials of responsibility for ordinance violations within the jurisdiction of the Bureau and 
the amount of fines and costs collected with respect to such violations.  The civil fines and costs 
collected shall be delivered to the Township Treasurer at such intervals as the treasurer shall 
require and shall be deposited in the general fund of the Township.

Section 7. Availability of Other Enforcement Options.

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to require the Township to initiate its municipal civil 
infraction ordinance enforcement activity through the issuance of an ordinance violation notice.  
As to each ordinance violation designated as a municipal civil infraction, the Township may, at 
its sole discretion, proceed directly with the issuance of a municipal civil infraction citation or 
take such other enforcement action as is authorized by law.

Section 8. Severability.

The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable, and if any part is declared invalid 
for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the remainder of the 
ordinance which shall continue in full force and effect.

Section 9. Repeal.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are repealed.
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Section 10. Lien for Unpaid Penalties.

If any fines, costs, assessments, damages and/or expenses remain unpaid or unsatisfied after the 
time permitted by the court for such payment or satisfaction, in case of a violation involving the 
use or occupancy of a land or building or other structure, the Township may obtain a lien against 
the land, building or structure involved in the violation by recording a copy of the court order 
requiring payment of the fines, costs and assessments with the Montcalm County Register of 
Deeds.  Such lien may be enforced and discharged by the Township in the manner provided by 
law.

Section 2. Repeal of Misdemeanor Classification: 90-1.  Section III, “Penalties,” of 
Ordinance 90-1 of the Regulatory Ordinances of the Township of Pierson is hereby repealed.

Section 3. Repeal of Misdemeanor Classification: 90-2.  The paragraph entitled 
“Penalties,” of Ordinance 90-2 of the Regulatory Ordinances of the Township of Pierson is 
hereby repealed.

Section 4. Repeal of Misdemeanor Classification: 91-3.  Section 10, “Penalties,” of 
Ordinance 91-3 of the Regulatory Ordinances of the Township of Pierson is hereby repealed.

Section 5. Repeal of Misdemeanor Classification: 96-1.  Section 6, “Penalties,” of 
Ordinance 96-1 of the Regulatory Ordinances of the Township of Pierson is hereby repealed.

Section 6. Repeal of Misdemeanor Classification: 97-13.  Section 8, “Penalties and 
Other Remedies,” of Ordinance 97-13 of the Regulatory Ordinances of the Township of Pierson 
is hereby repealed.   

Section 7. Publication and Effective Date.  A summary of this Ordinance shall be 
published in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township, as provided by law.  This 
Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after publication.

Adopted: June 11, 2019



_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Township of Pierson General Ordinance Winslow Park Ordinance

Page 10-1

CHAPTER 10
WINSLOW PARK ORDINANCE

(ORD. NO. 2019-02)

Ordinance to Regulate the Administration and Use of Winslow Park

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON, MONTCALM COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:

Section 1. Statement of Purpose.

A. This Ordinance applies to a portion of “Park B” dedicated in the plat of Winslow 
Park, recorded in the office of the Montcalm County Register of Deeds.  The 
lands subject to this Ordinance are more specifically described in the Amended 
Order entered “In the Matter of the Vacation of the Plat of Winslow Park” on 
August 26, 1977 and are referred to in this Ordinance as “Winslow Park.”

B. Winslow Park was dedicated to the use of the public when the plat of Winslow 
Park was recorded in 1923, and that dedication for public use was reflected in an 
exception to the vacation of the plat in plat vacation judgments entered in 1976 
and amended in 1977.  The plat placed no restrictions upon public use, except that 
the property shall not be used for camping.

C. Winslow Park has been in public use for many years, and the Township has 
expended funds for maintenance and improvement of the park area.  

D. The purpose of this Ordinance is to formalize and memorialize the Township’s 
control and administration of Winslow Park.

E. This Ordinance may be cited as the “Winslow Park Ordinance.”

Section 2. Principles of Oversight.  

A. The Township shall administer, maintain, and improve Winslow Park in 
accordance with provisions in the annual budget for the Park, plans for 
improvement and maintenance of the Park approved by the Township Board from 
time to time, and ordinances regulating the use of the Park.

B. Winslow Park shall remain open to the public, subject only to closure on a 
temporary basis from time to time as necessary for improvements or maintenance, 
or to protect the Park or the public health, safety and welfare.

C. Winslow Park shall be available without any admission charge or other fee for 
use.

D. The Township shall not contract with a private party or association for 
comprehensive administration and oversight of Winslow Park.  This shall not 
prevent the use of private contractors for specific functions such as maintenance, 
improvements, or security.  



_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Township of Pierson General Ordinance Winslow Park Ordinance

Page 10-2

E. The Township shall not grant any easement, permanent right of access, or other 
rights in Winslow Park to private parties, except such rights as have may already 
been granted by the Township or by court order, or for temporary events approved 
by the Township.

F. No person shall place any fence, planting, boulders, landscaping, pavement, 
gravel, or any other encumbrance or improvement in Winslow Park.  The 
Township Supervisor is authorized and directed to take appropriate action to 
remove any unauthorized encroachments.

Section 3. Amendments.

The provisions of this Ordinance may be amended only following notice and public hearing.  
Notice of public hearing shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
Township at least 30 days prior to the public hearing, and shall contain the date, time and place 
of the public hearing, a summary of the proposed amendment, and an identification of where a 
complete copy of the proposed amendment may be obtained and reviewed.

Section 4. Use Regulations.

This Ordinance does not amend or restrict the Pierson Township Boat Launch Ordinance, No. 
96-1, which remains in full force and effect.

Section 5. Publication and Effective Date.

A summary of this Ordinance shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
Township, as provided by law.  This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after 
publication.

Adopted: December 10, 2019



CHAPTER 1 
TITLE, PURPOSE AND INTERPRETATION 

Section 1.01. Title. This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the Pierson 
Township Zoning Ordinance. 

Section 1.02. Purpose. This Ordinance has the purpose and is intended to promote the public 
health, safety and general welfare; to encourage the use of land in accordance with the character 
and adaptability of the land and also to limit the improper use of land; to conserve natural 
resources and energy to meet the needs of the public for food, fibre and other natural resources, 
places of residence, recreation, industry, trade, service and other uses of land; to ensure that uses 
of land shall be situated in appropriate locations and relationships; to avoid the overcrowding of 
population; to provide adequate light and air; to lessen congestion on the public roads and 
streets; to reduce hazards to life and property; to facilitate adequate provisions for transportation 
uses, sewage disposal, safe and adequate water supply, education, recreation and other public 
requirements; and to conserve the expenditure of funds for public improvements and services so 
as to obtain the most advantageous uses of land, resources and other property interests. 

Section 1.03. The Effect of Zoning. Except as stated in this Ordinance, no land, building, 
structure or premises within the Township shall be used or occupied, and no building, structure 
or part thereof shall be erected, razed, moved, placed, reconstructed, extended, enlarged or 
altered. 

Section 1.04. Scope. 

(a) The provisions of this Ordinance shall be in addition to all other ordinances and 
regulations in effect within the Township. This Ordinance shall not repeal, 
abrogate, annul or in any way impair or interfere with existing provisions of other 
ordinances or regulations, except as specifically stated herein, nor shall this 
Ordinance repeal or affect private restrictions or restrictive covenants, all of 
which shall continue to have whatever effect may be imparted to them by law. 

(b) Where this Ordinance imposes greater restrictions, limitations or requirements 
upon the use of lands, buildings and structures than are imposed or required by 
other laws, ordinance, regulations, private restrictions or restrictive covenants, the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall control. 

Section 1.05. Legal Basis. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the Township Rural 
Zoning Act, being Act 184 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1943, as amended. 
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CHAPTER2 
DEFINITIONS 

Section 2.01. Rules of Construction. The following rules of construction shall apply to the 
interpretation of this Ordinance. 

(a) If in a particular circumstance, the meaning of a word, phrase, section or other 
portion of this Ordinance is unclear, then the person, board or commission 
charged with interpreting or applying the ordinance shall construe the provision 
so as to carry out the intent and purpose of the ordinance, if such intent and 
purpose can be discerned from other provisions of the ordinance or from 
applicable law. 

(b) All words and phrases shall be construed and understood according to the 
common and preferred use of the language; technical words and technical or 
specialized phrases, such as may have acquired a peculiar and appropriate 
meaning and the law shall, however, be construed and understood according to 
such peculiar and appropriate meaning. 

(c) Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, every word or phrase denoting the 
singular may extend the plural, and every word or phrase denoting the plural may 
extend to the singular. 

(d) The word "shall" is mandatory and not discretionary. The word "may" is 
perm1ss1ve. 

( e) The particular shall control the general. 

(f) The word "person" includes an individual, a corporation, a partnership, an 
association, a limited liability company, an agent or any other similar person or 
entity. 

(g) Words and phrases not defined herein shall have the meanmg customarily 
attributed to them. 

(h) A "building" or "structure" includes any part thereof, unless the context indicates 
otherwise. 

(i) In computing a period of days, the first day is excluded and the last day is 
included. 

Section 2.02. Definitions - A through E. 

(a) Accessory Building Structure or Use. A building, structure, or use on the same 
parcel of land with, and of a nature which is customarily incidental and 
subordinate to, the principal building, structure, or use. 
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(b) Agriculture. The cultivation, tilling or use of soil for the purpose of growing or 
storing crops thereon or use of land for the purpose of animal or poultry 
husbandry, including the preparation and marketing of agricultural products for 
commercial purposes. 

(c) Basement. That portion of a building which is partly or wholly below the grade 
of the land, but is so constructed that the vertical distance from the average grade 
of the land down to the floor of the basement is greater than the vertical distance 
from the average grade of the land to the ceiling of the basement. A basement 
shall not be counted as a story. 

( d) Bed and Breakfast Establishment. A private residence that offers overnight 
accommodations to lodgers in the innkeeper's (owner or operator) principal 
residence and serves breakfasts at no extra cost to its lodgers. For the purpose of 
this definition, a lodger means a person who rents a room in a bed and breakfast 
establishment for fewer than 30 consecutive days. 

( e) Building. Any enclosed structure having a roof supported by columns, walls, or 
other support used for the purpose of housing or storing of persons, animals, or 
property, or carrying out of business activities, or similar uses. 

(f) Building Height. The vertical distance measured from the lowest point of 
elevation of the surface of the ground or finished material anywhere around the 
perimeter of a building, to the highest point of the roof surface of flat roofs, to the 
deck of mansard roofs, and to a point which is half way between the eaves and the 
ridge of gable, hip, or gambrel roofs. 

(g) Cluster Housing. An arrangement of single family detached dwellings in a land 
development in which the dwellings are generally located on smaller lots than 
might otherwise be expected, and in which the dwellings are placed in separate or 
particular areas of the land, with the result that a significant portion of the overall 
land area of the development remains in open space, without buildings or other 
improvements. 

(h) Commercial Storage Warehouse. Any building or buildings used primarily as a 
commercial business for the storage of goods and materials. 

(i) Driveway. An improved or unimproved path or road extending from a public or 
private street or other right-of-way to not more than two buildings, dwellings or 
parcels of land, and which is intended to provide the primary means of access to 
not more than two buildings, dwellings· or parcels of land. Driveways, as defined 
herein, are not subject to the private street requirements of Chapter 4 of this 
Ordinance. 

G) Drive-in or Drive-through Facilities. Any facility used to serve patrons of a 
business while in their motor vehicles, either exclusively or in addition to service 
within a building or structure. 
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(k) Dwelling, Multiple Family. A building designed for occupancy by three or more 
families living independently of each other. 

(1) Dwelling, Single Family Detached. A detached building designed exclusively 
for and occupied exclusively by one family. 

(m) Dwelling, Two-Family. A building used for occupancy by two families living 
independently of each other. • 

(n) Dwelling Unit. A building, or portion of a building, designed for use and 
occupancy by one family for living and sleeping purposes, with housekeeping 
facilities. 

(o) Earth-Bermed Dwelling. A dwelling in which the ground floor is partly below 
grade so as to provide climatic protection, noise control or for other reasons. 

(p) Essential Public Service Structures or Buildings. Buildings or structures 
owned and operated by public utilities or municipal departments and used for gas, 
electrical, steam, fuel, water or sewage treatment or disposal, electrical 
substations, sewage lift stations which are not located entirely underground, and 
similar structures or buildings necessary to furnish adequate service within the 
Township, but not including Essential Public Service Equipment. 

(q) Essential Public Equipment. Wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, valves, 
pumps, conduits, cables, fire alarm and police call boxes, traffic signals, fire 
hydrants, post office boxes, street lights, or similar equipment, but not including 
Essential Public Service Structures or Buildings. 

Section 2.03. Definitions - F through L. 

(a) Family. 

(1) An individual or group of two or more persons related by blood, marriage, 
or adoption, together with foster children and servants of the principal 
occupants who are domiciled together as a single, domestic, housekeeping 
unit in a dwelling unit; or 

(2) A collective number of individuals domiciled together in one dwelling unit 
whose relationship is of a continuing, nontransient domestic character and 
who are cooking and living as a single nonprofit housekeeping unit. This 
definition shall not include any society, club, fraternity, sorority, 
association, half-way house, lodge, coterie, organization, group of 
students, or other individuals whose domestic relationship is of a 
transitory or seasonal nature, is for an anticipated limited duration of a 
school term or during a period of rehabilitation or treatment, or is 
otherwise not intended to be of a permanent nature. 
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(b) Family Day Care Homes. A private residence in which less than seven minor 
children are given care and supervision for periods less than 24 hours per day, 
operated by a person who permanently resides as a member of the household, 
which is registered with the Michigan Department of Social Services. 

(c) Farm. A parcel ofland of not less than ten acres in area within which land area, 
buildings and other facilities and property are used for the commercial cultivation, 
growing and harvesting of crops and/or the commercial raising of livestock. 

( d) Floor Area, Gross. The sum of the total horizontal areas of all floors of the 
building in question, measured from the interior faces of exterior walls. 

(e) Greenbelts. A planting strip or landscaped buffer strip. 

(f) Home Occupation. An occupation or profession customarily or traditionally 
carried on in the home, or, where permitted, in an accessory building, and that is 
incidental and secondary to the use of the home as a dwelling place. 

(g) Intensive Livestock Operations. An agricultural operation entailing the feeding 
and production of livestock with (a) 30 or more cattle, 600 or more swine, goats . 
or sheep, or 30,000 or more fowl. 

(h) Junkyards, or Salvage Yards. An open area where waste, used, or second hand 
materials are bought and sold·, exchanged, stored, bailed, packed, disassembled, 
crushed, melted, otherwise handled. Scrap materials include but are not limited 
to: scrap iron and other metals, paper, rags, tires, bottles, automobiles and 
automobile parts, wood and construction materials. 

(i) Kennel, Commercial. Any lot or premises on which three or more dogs, cats, or 
other household pets, six months of age or older, are either permanently or 
temporarily boarded for commercial purposes. 

(j) Loading Space. Off-street space intended for the temporary parking of a vehicle 
while loading and unloading materials. 

(k) Lot. A parcel of land which is separately described on a deed or other instrument 
recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds, whether by metes and bounds 
description, as part of a platted subdivision, condominium unit intended for 
individual ownership and use, or otherwise. 

(1) Lot Area. The total horizontal area defined by a flat plane intersecting vertical 
extensions of the lot comers so that area created by contour is not included. 

(m) Lot Depth. The horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines of interior 
and comer lots, or the two front lines of a through lot, measured along the median 
line between the side lot lines. 
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(n) Lot Lines. The lines bounding a lot as defined herein: 

(1) Front Lot Line. In the case of an interior lot, the line separating the lot 
from the adjacent public or private street or access easement. Through 
and corner lots shall be considered to have two front lot lines, consisting 
of the lines separating said lot from each of the streets abutting the lot. In 
the case of a waterfront lot, the front lot line is the lot line on the 
waterfront. 

(2) Rear Lot Line. That lot line opposite and most distant from the front lot 
line. In the case of a corner lot, the property owner may treat one of the 
lot lines opposite either of the two front lot lines as the rear lot line. In the 
case of a triangular lot, the rear lot line shall be an imaginary line parallel 
to the front lot line, not less than ten feet long, lying farthest from the front 
lot line or wholly within the lot. A through lot has no rear lot line. 

(3) Side Lot Line. The lot lines connecting the front and real lot lines of an 
interior lot or connecting the front lot lines of a through lot; and the one lot 
line connecting the front and designated rear lot line of a corner lot. 

( o) Lot of Record. A parcel of land which is separately described on a plat, 
condominium document, or metes and bounds description, recorded in the office 
of the County Register of Deeds as of a specified date. 

(p) Lot Width. The horizontal straight line distance between the side lot lines of an 
interior lot or through lot, or designated side and opposite front lot line of a comer 
lot, measured at the minimum required front yard setback. 

Section 2.04. Definitions - M through R. 

(a) Manufactured Home. A structure, transportable in one or more sections, which 
is built on a chassis and designed to be used as a dweiling with or without 
permanent foundation, when connected to the required utilities and includes the 
plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, and electrical systems contained in the 
structure, excluding, however, a vehicle designed and used as temporary living 
quarters for recreational, camping, or travel purposes, including a vehicle having 
its own motor power or a vehicle moved on or drawn by another vehicle. Also 
referred to as a "mobile home" in this Ordinance. 

(b) Master Plan. The long range land use plan currently adopted by the Township 
Planning Commission and any amendment to such plan. 

(c) Manufactured Housing Community. A parcel or tract ofland under the control 
of a person upon which three or more mobile homes are located on a continual, 
non-recreational basis and which offered to the public for that purpose regardless 
of whether a charge is made therefor, together with any building, structure, 
enclosure, street, equipment, or facility used or intended for use incident to the 
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occupancy of a mobile home. Also referred to as a "mobile home park" in this 
Ordinance. 

(d) Motel/Hotel. A building or group of buildings on the same lot, containing 
sleeping or dwelling units, in which lodging is provided for compensation on a 
transient basis. 

(e) Nonconforming Building. A building or portion thereof lawfully existing at the 
effective date of this Ordinance or amendments thereto, but not conforming to the 
current provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 

(f) Nonconforming Use. A use or activity lawfully existing on the effective date of 
this Ordinance or amendments thereto but not conforming with the current 
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 

(g) Off-Street Parking Lot. A facility providing parking spaces, along with 
adequate drives, maneuvering areas, and aisles, for the parking of more than three 
vehicles, other than in connection with a single family dwelling. 

(h) Open Air Business. A business, a substantial part of which involves activities or 
the display and sale of goods outside of a building, including motor vehicle and 
boat sales, mobile home sales, lawn and garden centers, golf driving ranges, and 
similar uses. 

(i) Planned Unit Development. A land development project that is under unified 
control and is planned and developed as a whole, either in a single land 
development project or in a series of stages of development, over a period oftime. 
A planned unit development (PUD) may take place only if approved under the 
PUD District provided for in Chapter 11. A planned unit development is 
developed in accordance with a specifically-approved plan for the development, 
and it may include buildings and other improvements, streets, walkways, utilities, 
storm water drainage areas, landscaping, outdoor lighting, signage, open spaces 
and other site features and improvements. 

(j) Principal Building. The building in which the principal use is located. 

(k) Principal Use. The primary use to which the premises are devoted. 

(l) Recreational Vehicle. Vehicles used primarily for recreational purposes, 
including but not limited to camper trailers, pop-up campers, boats, snowmobiles, 
motorcycles, dune buggies, and trailers used to transport them, and similar 
vehicles. 

Section 2.05. Definitions - S through Z. 

(a) Site Condominium. A land development project which is owned in the 
condominium form of land ownership, under the Michigan Condominium Act. A 
site condominium unit is a dwelling unit established under the condominium act 
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and which consists of an area of vacant land and a volume of surface or 
subsurface vacant air space, designed for separate ownership and use as described 
in the master deed for the site condominium project, and within which a building 
may be constructed by the condominium unit owner. See other condominium
related definitions in Chapter 16 of this Ordinance. Condominium and site 
condominium are a form of land ownership, not a type of zoning. 

(b) Story. That part of a building included between the surface of any floor and the 
surface of the next floor, or ifthere is no floor above, then the ceiling next above. 

( c) Street, Public. A public, dedicated right-of-way or public dedicated easement 
which provides the principal means of access to a parcel or parcels of land. A 
public street may be conveyed or dedicated to the County, the County Road 
Commission, the Township or other public body having jurisdiction over public 
streets. A public street may be dedicated by means of a recorded plat or by means 
of a separate recorded easement or other properly recorded document. 

( d) Street, Private. A path, trail, road, driveway or street which provides or is 
intended to provide the primary means of access to more than two buildings, 
dwellings or parcels of land. A private street may be established by easement, 
right-of-way agreement or other written instrument, or by prescription or other 
rights of use. A private street is established or conveyed to a person or persons, a 
legal entity or other party that is authorized to hold title to land, but it is not 
conveyed or dedicated to the County, the County Road Commission, the 
Township or other public agency having jurisdiction over roads. 

( e) Structure. Anything constructed or erected in or upon the ground and having a 
permanent location in or upon the ground, including, though not limited to, 
buildings, accessory buildings, sheds, gazebos, radio and television towers, decks 
and platforms. 

(f) Vehicle Service Stations. Buildings and premises where the principal use is 
supplying and dispensing at retail of motor fuels, lubricants, batteries, tires, or 
other motor vehicle accessories. 

(g) Yards. The open spaces on the same lot located between a building and a lot line, 
as defined herein. The term "required yard" shall refer to that portion of the yard 
lying within the minimum required setback. 

(1) Front Yard. The space extending the full width of the lot, the depth of 
which is the furthest horizontal distance between the front lot line and the 
building line of the main building. In the case of a lot having frontage on 
a body of water, the front yard shall be considered that area between the 
shoreline and the building line of the main building. 

(2) Rear Yard. The space extending the full width of the lot, the depth of 
which is the furthest horizontal distance between the rear lot line and the 
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nearest building line of the principal building. In the case of a corner lot, 
the rear yard may be opposite either street frontage. 

(3) Side Yard. The space between a main building and the side lot line, 
extending from the front yard to the rear yard, the width of which is the 
furthest horizontal distance from the side lot line to the nearest building 
line of the principal building. 
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CHAPTER3 
ZONING DISTRICTS AND ZONING MAP 

Section 3.01. Zoning Districts. For purposes of this Zoning Ordinance, the Township of 
Pierson is hereby divided into the following zoning districts: 

AG Agricultural District 
R-R Rural Residential District 
R-1 Single Family Residential District 
LR Lake Residential District 
R-2 Two-Family and Multiple Family Residential District 
R-3 Manufactured Housing Community District 
PUD Planned Unit Development District 
C-1 Neighborhood Commercial District 
C-2 General Commercial District 
I Industrial District 

Section 3.02. Zoning Map. The locations and boundaries of the zoning districts are hereby 
established as shown on a map, as amended from time to time, entitled "Zoning Map of the 
Township of Pierson, Montcalm County, Michigan," which is hereby made a part of this 
Ordinance. When amendments are made in the zoning map, they shall be accomplished by 
means of an amendment in this section of the Zoning Ordinance. Where uncertainty exists as to 
the boundaries of any zoning district as shown on the zoning map, the following rules of 
construction and interpretation shall apply: 

(a) Boundaries indicated as approximately following the centerlines of streets, 
highways, or alleys shall be construed to follow such centerlines. 

(b) Boundaries indicated as approximately following platted lot lines shall be 
construed as following such lot lines. 

( c) Boundaries indicated as approximately following township boundaries shall be 
construed as following township boundaries. 

( d) Boundaries indicated as approximately following the centerline of creeks, streams 
or rivers shall be construed as following such creeks, streams or rivers, or in the 
event of change in the location of creeks, streams or rivers, shall be construed as 
moving with the creek, stream or river. 

( e) Boundaries indicated as approximately following property lines, section lines or 
other lines of government survey shall be construed as following such property 
lines, sections lines or other lines of government survey as they exist as of the 
effective date of this Ordinance or applicable amendment thereto. 

Section 3.03. Lands Not Included Within a District. In any case where, for whatever 
reason, lands have not been included within a zoning district on the zoning map, such lands shall 
be deemed to be included in the AG Agricultural District. 
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Section 3.04. Official Zoning Map. The official zoning map of the Township shall be 
maintained in the Township offices. Whenever an amendment in the zoning map is duly adopted 
by Township ordinance, such amendment shall be shown on the zoning map, following the 
effective date of any such amendment. 
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CHAPTER4 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 4.01. Scope. These general provisions shall apply to all zoning districts unless 
stated otherwise. The provisions of this Ordinance shall be held to be the minimum requirements 
for the promotion of public health, safety and general welfare in the Township. 

Section 4.02. Effect of Zoning. Zoning applies to every building, structure or use. No 
building, structure or land shall be used or occupied, and no building or structure or part thereof 
shall be erected, moved, placed, reconstructed, extended, enlarged or altered, except in 
conformity with this Ordinance. 

Section 4.03. Effect of Other Regulations. The regulations of this Ordinance shall be in 
addition to any other regulations in effect in the Township. All building, subdividing and uses 
within any district shall satisfy all building, planning, platting, zoning and other applicable 
regulations. 

Section 4.04. Restoration of Unsafe Buildings. Subject to the prov1s10ns of the 
nonconforming uses chapter, nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent the strengthening or 
restoring to a safe condition of any part of any building or structure which is unsafe. 

Section 4.05. Required Area or Space. A lot or lots in common ownership or a yard, court, 
parking area or other space shall not be divided, altered or reduced so as to make it not in 
conformance with the minimum requirements of this Ordinance. If already less than the 
minimum requirements of this Ordinance, a lot or lots in common ownership or a yard, court, 
parking area or other space shall not be divided, altered or reduced so as to increase its 
noncompliance with such minimum requirements. 

Section 4.06. Existing Lots of Record. 

(a) A lot which is platted, or a lot or other parcel of land which is otherwise lawfully 
of record as of the effective date of this Ordinance, may be used as stated in the 
district in which the lot or parcel is located, provided that the lot or parcel 
complies with all requirements of the County Health Department with regard to 
on-site sanitary sewage disposal. The principal building on such lot or parcel 
shall, however, be located such that the side yard setbacks on the lot or parcel are 
at least 80 percent as wide as the side yard requirements of this Ordinance for the 
district in which the lot or parcel is located. In all cases, the minimum front and 
rear yard setback requirements of this Ordinance shall be complied with. 

(b) If two or more lots of record or a combination of lots and portions of lots of 
record, in existence at the time of adoption of this Ordinance are held in common 
ownership and individually do not comply with the minimum lot width or 
minimum lot area requirements of the district in which they are located, the lands 
involved shall be considered to be a single, undivided parcel for the purposes of 
this Ordinance. Such parcels shall be combined into a lot or parcel complying 
with the minimum lot width and minimum lot area requirements of this 
Ordinance. No portion of such parcel shall be used or divided in a manner which 
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diminishes compliance with the minimum lot width and minimum lot area 
requirements of this Ordinance. 

Section 4.07. Unlawful Buildings and Uses. Any building, use or lot which has been 
unlawfully constructed, occupied or created prior to the date of adoption of this Ordinance shall 
continue to be unlawful, unless expressly permitted by this Ordinance. Such unlawful buildings, 
uses or lots shall not be considered to be nonconforming buildings, uses or lots under the terms 
of this Ordinance. 

Section 4.08. Height Exceptions. The maximum height requirements of buildings and 
structures may be exceeded by parapet walls, chimneys, silos, stacks, monuments, cupolas, 
mechanical appurtenances, television and radio antennas attached to buildings, fire towers, grain 
elevators and elevated water towers. 

Section 4.09. Required Yards or Lots. 

(a) All lots, yards, parking areas or other spaces created after the effective date of this 
Ordinance, or any relevant amendment thereof, shall comply with the minimum 
requirements of the zoning district in which they are located. 

(b) Computations for minimum lot area and minimum lot width shall not include 
lands used for private easements that are granted to other properties for the 
purpose of establishing and maintaining private streets. 

(c) Required yard setbacks shall be measured from the lot lines, except for lots which 
derive access from a private street, or which have an easement for a private street 
on the property, in which case the setbacks shall be measured from the easement 
line. 

Section 4.10. Principal use or Principal Building. In all districts not more than one 
principal use or main building shall be placed on a lot, except for groups of related commercial 
or industrial buildings or multiple family dwellings, contained within a single, unified complex 
or grouping, that shares parking, access and other site features. 

Section 4.11. Minimum Street Frontage. 

(a) A building, dwelling unit or structure shall be erected only on a lot or parcel 
which has frontage on a public street or Township-approved private street. The 
length of such frontage shall be equal to at least the minimum lot width in the 
zoning district in which the lot or parcel is located; provided, however, that 
buildings and structures that are accessory to farm operations in the AG District 
shall be exempt from this requirement. 

(b) Any lot created after the effective date of this Ordinance shall have frontage upon 
a public street or Township-approved private street equal in lineal distance to at 
least the minimum lot width in the district in which the lot or parcel is located. 
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Section 4.12. Double Frontage Lots. Buildings on lots having frontage on two intersecting 
or non-intersecting streets shall comply with the front yard requirements on both such streets. 

Section 4.13. Cul-de-sac Lots. In the case of lots abutting cul-de-sac streets, the minimum 
required lot width shall be measured at the minimum required front setback distance for 
buildings and structures. Such cul-de-sac lots shall have a minimum lot width of 40 feet at the 
front lot line. A lot shall be considered to be a cul-de-sac lot if the lot has more than one-half of 
its required frontage on the cul-de-sac. The cul-de-sac shall be deemed to commence at the 
intersection of the radius of the cul-de-sac with the street right-of-way line. 

Section 4.14. Essential Services. The erection, construction, alteration or maintenance by 
public utilities or governmental units of overhead or underground gas, electrical, communication, 
steam, water, sanitary sewer or storm sewer, distribution, transmission or collection systems and 
other similar equipment and structures in connection therewith, and which are reasonably 
necessary for the furnishing of adequate service, are permitted in any zoning district. The 
erection and use of buildings for such purposes shall take place only if approved by the Planning 
Commission as a special land use. 

Section 4.15. Accessory Uses. 

(a) In any zoning district, accessory uses, incidental to a permitted use or other 
approved use, shall be permitted when located on the same lot or parcel of land; 
provided that such accessory uses shall not involve the conduct of any business, 
trade or industry. 

(b) Point-of-use electric power generation shall be a permitted accessory use in the 
AG, R-R, R-1, LR, R-2, R-PUD, FR-PUD, C-1, C-2 and I Districts if and to the 
extent permitted by the terms of Chapter 18A of this Ordinance. 

Section 4.16 Accessory Buildings. 
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Definitions 

Accessory Building (ABU). A detached structure or building, on the same lot or parcel of land as the 

principal building or buildings, the use of which is of a nature customarily or clearly incidental and 

subordinate to that of the main building or structure. 

Accessory Use. A use naturally and normally incidental and subordinate to a principal use on the same 

premises. 

Private Garage. A detached accessory building or portion of a main building used primarily for the 

parking or storage of passenger motor vehicles and/or trucks.  

4.16 Accessory Buildings. 

A. In any zoning district accessory buildings are permitted, the architectural character, roof lines, 

materials, and siding of accessory buildings used as private garages shall be generally 

compatible with those of the principal building. 

B. In any zoning district accessory buildings are permitted, one (1) private garage not to exceed 30 

percent of the floor area of the principal building, attached or detached, will not count towards 

the total number of allowed Accessory Buildings. 

C. No accessory building shall be built upon any parcel on which there is no principal building, 

except accessory buildings to a principal structure located on a nearby lot shall be permitted in 

the LR District with the following conditions: 

1. Not more than one such building, or structure may be located on a lot across a public or 

private street which is either directly across or substantially adjacent and across from a 

lot improved with a principal dwelling, if both lots are under common ownership. 

2. A restrictive deed covenant shall be imposed against both such lots, prohibiting their 

separate sale unless the accessory building or structure is removed, or the lot on which 

it is located is improved by a principal dwelling, in compliance with the Zoning 

Ordinance.  

D. In the case of a proposed accessory building to be constructed on a parcel of land on which the 

principal building is being or will be constructed, a building permit for any such accessory 

building shall not be issued until the construction of the principal building has proceeded to the 

point at which the Township Building Official has inspected and approved the building-

foundation stage of construction.  

E. No accessory building shall include residential or living quarters, unless permitted elsewhere by 

the terms of this Ordinance. 

F. The distance between an accessory building and any principal building shall not be less than ten 

(10) feet. 

G. No mobile home, trailer, shipping container, vehicle, tank, junk object or salvage materials or 

similar items shall be utilized as an accessory building or storage structure unless it has been 

approved as a Special Land Use; provided, however, that this requirement shall not apply to 



agricultural storage or other agricultural activities on bona fide farms, nor shall it apply to 

temporary tool sheds or similar temporary storage structures used during the construction of 

buildings or other structures on the land where such temporary tool sheds or other temporary 

storage structures are located.  

H. The roof overhang on any side of an accessory building shall not exceed twelve (12) feet in 

width, as measured from the building wall to the roof supports, if any; provided however, that a 

roof overhang exceeding twelve (12) feet in width may be permitted if the portion of the 

overhang that extends beyond, a point twelve (12) feet away from the building wall is counted 

in determining the total area of the accessory building. 

I. Yard Restrictions. 

1. Accessory buildings shall meet the minimum required building setbacks for a principal 

building as required by the zoning district in which it is located, except for the following; 

i. In the AG, R-R, R-1, and R-2 Zoning Districts, an accessory building that has an 

area of 200 square feet or less may be located within five (5) feet of a rear or 

side lot line. 

ii. In the LR Zoning District, an accessory building that has an area of 200 square 

feet or less may be located within five (5) feet of a side lot line. 

2. Private garages shall be considered as an integral part of the principal building when the 

structures are solidly covered and connected by a breezeway, portico, covered 

colonnade, or similar architectural device; and shall comply in all respects with the 

requirements of this Ordinance applicable to the principal building.  

i. The connected distance between a principal building and a Private Garage shall 

not exceed 30 feet. 

3. An Accessory Building shall not occupy more than thirty (30) percent of the area of the 

yard in which it is located. 

4. An Accessory Building may be constructed, erected, or placed in the front yard of any lot 

if it meets one of the following criteria: 

i. The Accessory Building is setback at least 200 feet from the front lot line and 

meets all other setback requirements. 

ii. The Accessory building is located not less than the required setbacks for a 

principal building in the zoning district within which the property is located.  No 

portion of the detached accessory building facing the street, measured drip line 

to drip line, may be located in the area between the principal building and the 

street, where the area is formed by lines drawn from the opposite ends of the 

principal building facing the street, when the lines form right angles with the 

front lot line adjacent to the street right-of-way. 

J. Size and Dimensional Requirements. 



1. An accessory building in R-1, R-2 and LR Districts which is larger than 200 square feet in 

area may be erected only if the Zoning Administrator or other designated official finds: 

i. That the intended use of the building is consistent with the nature of the 

permitted uses. 

ii. That the size, proposed location, type and kind of construction, and general 

architectural character of the building is consistent with existing permitted uses. 

iii. That the type and kind of the accessory building is similar in nature to structures 

located on the adjoining properties and in the same neighborhood. 

iv. That the building will not adversely affect the light and air circulation of any 

adjoining properties. 

v. That the reason the applicant has requested a larger accessory building is 

consistent with the intent of this Ordinance. 

vi. That the building will not adversely affect the view of any adjoining property. 

 

2. In addition to the requirements of Section 4.16(F)(1) accessory buildings in AG, R-R, R-1, 

R-2, and LR Districts shall comply with the following: 

Lot Size 

Number 
of ABU 
allowed 

Max area of 
an ABU 

Max area 
of 
combined 
ABUs 

Max 
Door 
Height 

Max 
Eave 
Height 

Max 
ABU 
Height 

Length to 
Width 

Less than one (1) 
acre 2 896  sqft 1200 sqft 13 ft 15 ft 24 ft 

no more 
than 2x 

More than one (1) 
acre, less than two 
(2) acres 2 1200 sqft 1200 sqft 14 ft 16 ft 24 ft 

no more 
than 2x 

More than two (2) 
acres, less than 
four (4) acres 2 1600 sqft 1600 sqft 14 ft 16 ft 25 ft 

no more 
than 2x 

More than four (4) 
acres, less than 
eight (8) acres 2 2400 sqft 2400 sqft 14 ft 16 ft 25 ft 

no more 
than 2x 

More than eight 
(8) acres, less than 
twenty (20) acres 2 3000 sqft 5000 sqft 14 ft 16 ft 25 ft 

no more 
than 2x 

Twenty (20) acres 
or more 2 6000 sqft 12000 sqft 14 ft 16 ft 25 ft 

no more 
than 2x 

 

3. Accessory buildings larger than permitted by Section 4.16(F)(1) and (2) may be 

permitted by the Planning Commission as a special land use if the Planning Commission 

finds all of the following: 

i. That the parcel is an unplatted parcel. 

ii. That the parcel contains at least four (4) acres in area. 



iii. That the parcel is at least 330 feet wide, as measured at the front main wall of 

the accessory building located on the parcel. 

iv. That the conditions of Section 4.16(f)(1)(iii)(I) through (VI) are satisfied. 

v. That the accessory building will comply with the applicable yard and height 

regulations of the zoning district. 

vi. That no commercial use shall be conducted within the accessory building. 

vii. That the accessory building will be consistent with the character of the area and 

the existing accessory buildings within one-quarter mile of the proposed 

building site. 

viii. The provisions of Chapter 19 – Special Land Uses have been met.  

K. Certain Existing Accessory Buildings; Conditions for Lawful Nonconformity. 

1. A formerly lawful accessory building in existence at the effective date of this subsection 

but which no longer complies with this Ordinance as a result of an approved land 

division and conveyance which causes the accessory building to be located on a lawful 

parcel of land on which there is no principal building, shall nevertheless be and remain a 

lawful nonconforming accessory building if all of the conditions stated in this subsection  

below are satisfied. 

2. The accessory building shall be used only for a lawful accessory use under the terms of 

the zoning district in which it is located. 

3. The accessory building shall not be expanded or enlarged, but it may be maintained, 

repaired, restored and modernized to such extent as may be necessary or convenient 

for a lawful accessory use of the building. 

4. The accessory building shall comply with all current minimum required accessory 

building setbacks and separation distances for the zoning district in which it is located. 

5. The nonconformity of the accessory building by reason of the absence of a principal 

building on the same parcel of land shall be lawful for only one year from the date of the 

conveyance of the parcel; provided, however, that if a lawful principal building has not 

been constructed and completed within one year from the date of such conveyance, by 

reason of extenuating and unavoidable circumstances specified in writing by the 

property owner, the Zoning Administrator may grant an additional period, of up to one 

additional year, for the construction and completion of a lawful principal building. In 

addition: 

i. The owner of the resulting parcel that includes the accessory building shall 

submit to the Township, within 30 days after the conveyance, cash or an 

acceptable irrevocable letter of credit conditioned upon the construction and 

completion of a lawful principal building on the resulting parcel, within one year 

(or within such greater period of time as permitted under (5) above) after the 

above-stated conveyance. 



ii. The irrevocable letter of credit shall name the Township as the obligee or other 

benefitted party, and shall be in that amount, determined by the Zoning 

Administrator, which would be sufficient to defray the entire cost of the tearing 

down and removal of the accessory building and the restoration of the land by 

the Township, if a principal building is not constructed and completed within the 

time period permitted. 

iii. The owner of the resulting parcel that includes the accessory building shall 

prepare and record, within 30 days after the above-stated conveyance, a 

restrictive covenant, in form and content satisfactory to the Township, whereby 

there shall be imposed as a covenant running with the land, (1) the owner’s 

obligation to construct and complete a principal building on the resulting parcel 

within the time-period as stated above, and (2) the right of the Township under 

the terms hereof to tear down and remove the accessory building and restore 

the land if a principal building is not constructed and completed on the resulting 

parcel within the above-stated time-period. 

I. The restrictive covenant shall include the consent of the owner of the 

resulting parcel to the Township obtaining an order of a court having 

jurisdiction, whereby the Township is authorized to enter upon the land, 

tear down and remove the accessory building and restore the land, 

upon the failure of construction and completion of a principal building 

within the time specified herein; but the Township shall not be obliged 

to seek such an order, nor shall the same be necessary to the exercise of 

the rights granted to the Township in the circumstances described 

herein. 

II. The restrictive covenant shall be subject to the approval of the 

Township Attorney prior to recording, as to compliance with this 

subsection (g)(5) and as to its legal effectiveness in imposing the above-

stated restrictions on the land and in binding all subsequent owners 

thereof. 

III. If required by the Township, the owner shall submit for Township 

review a last owner of record search covering the resulting parcel and 

prepared by a land title insurance company, for the purpose of assuring 

to the Township that the restrictive covenant is executed by all of the 

parties in interest in the land, including mortgagees and other lien 

holders of record. 

6. Upon the failure of construction and completion of a principal building on the resulting 

parcel, as required in subparagraph (g)(5), the Township may execute upon the cash or 

irrevocable letter of credit, enter upon the land without notice and tear down and 

remove the accessory building and restore the land thereafter; the Township may 

expend the proceeds of the cash or irrevocable letter of credit for such purpose. Prior 

thereto, the Township may seek other available legal relief in the circumstances with 

the cash or irrevocable letter of credit, but shall not be required to do so.No person shall 



split a lawful parcel of land which causes an existing accessory building or buildings to 

become nonconforming by way of setback, area, or other dimensional requirements. 

 

 



Section 4.17. Control of Heat, Glare, Fumes, Dust, Noise, Vibration and Odors. Every 
use shall be so conducted and operated that it does not result in serious adverse effects by reason 
of heat, glare, fumes, odors, dust, noise, vibration or the presence of large quantities of insects, 
rodents, vermin, bats or birds beyond the lands on which the use is located. 

Section 4.18. Moving of Buildings. The moving of a building to a new location shall be 
considered as the erection of a new building, and all provisions and requirements relating to the 
erection of a new building shall apply. 

Section 4.19. Razing of Buildings. No building shall be razed until a permit has been 
obtained from the Zoning Administrator who shall be authorized to require a performance bond 
in any amount not to exceed $1,000 for each 1,000 square feet or fraction thereof of floor area of 
the building to be razed. Said bond shall be conditioned on the applicant completing the razing 
within a period not to exceed six months and complying with such regulations as to health and 
safety as the Zoning Administrator may, from time to time, prescribe, including filling of 
excavations and proper tennination of utility connections. 

Section 4.20. Swimming Pools. 

(a) Pools used for swimming or bathing shall be in conformity with the requirements 
of this section; provided, however, these regulations shall not be applicable to any 
such pool less than 24 inches deep. 

(b) Pools shall meet all setback requirements. No pool shall be located under any 
electrical wiring or in a front yard. 

( c) Each pool shall be entirely enclosed by a fence or wall with a height of at least 
four feet above the ground. In the case of an above-ground pool, the fence shall 
fully enclose the stairs or other means of access to the pool. All gates and fences 
enclosing pools shall be self-latching. 

( d) All swimming pool installations shall comply with the State Construction Code 
and all standard codes referred to therein. 

(e) Pools may not occupy more than 40 percent of the yard area. 

(f) If a public water supply system is available, only public water shall be used to 
supply water for such pool. 

Section 4.21. Outdoor Storage and Waste Disposal. 

(a) All outdoor storage facilities shall be enclosed by a fence or wall adequate to 
conceal such facilities from adjacent property. 
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(b) All materials or wastes which might cause fumes, odors or dust which constitute a 
fire hazard or which may be edible by rodents or insects shall be stored outdoors 
only in closed containers and screened from the street or adjacent property. 

(c) No materials or wastes shall be deposited on the premises in such form or manner 
that they may be moved off the premises by natural causes or forces. 

(d) Waste materials shall not be allowed to accumulate on the premises in such 
manner as to be unsightly, constitute a fire hazard, or contribute to unsanitary 
conditions. 

Section 4.22. Clear Vision Corners. On any corner, nothing shall be erected, placed, 
planted, or allowed to grow in such a manner as to materially impede vision between a height of 
30 inches and eight feet above the established abutting road grade within a triangle formed by the 
two street right-of-way lines and a line connecting them to points 25 feet from the intersection of 
the right-of-way lines. 

Section 4.23. Fences. 

(a) Fences not more than three feet in height and retaining walls are permitted in the 
front yards of all zones, provided, however, that such fences shall not be more 
than 25 percent solid. 

(b) Solid fences and solid non-retaining walls of not more than six feet in height are 
permitted only in the side yards or rear yards in any district, but in lakefront lots 
in the LR District, such fences shall not exceed three feet in height and they shall 
not be more than 25 percent solid. 

(c) A well-maintained wire protective fence shall be permitted in the front yard of the 
C-2 and I-1 Districts. 

( d) Special purpose fences, such as tennis court fences and baseball diamond 
backstops may be permitted if approved by the Planning Commission as a special 
land use. Such special purpose fences shall not be installed on boundary lines. 

(e) Fences enclosing swimming pools shall be an exception from the provisions of 
this section, but shall be regulated by the terms of Section 4.20. 

(f) Fences shall not be erected within any public right-of-way. 

(g) Fences shall not be erected or maintained in such a way as to obstruct the clear 
vision of vehicle drivers at intersections. 

(h) Fences located in a side yard shall not extend beyond the front line of the 
dwelling or the front line of other principal building, except as permitted in 
subsection (a) of this section. 

(i) Fences shall at all times be maintained in good condition and repair. 
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Section 4.24. Street Access. Every principal building or principal structure erected, used, 
occupied, enlarged or maintained shall be on a lot or parcel adjacent to a public street or adjacent 
to an approved private street. The lot or parcel shall have the minimum street frontage as stated 
in Section 4.11. An approved private street shall mean a private street complying with 
Section 4.25. All structures shall be located on lots or parcels so as to provide safe and 
convenient access for motor vehicles, including fire, law enforcement and other emergency 
vehicles and safe and convenient access to approved off-street parking areas. 

Section 4.25. Private Streets, Driveways. 

(a) The Township has determined that it is in the best interest of the public health, 
safety and welfare to regulate the construction, improvement, extension, 
relocation and use of private streets, so as to assure the following matters: 

(I) That private streets are designed with adequate width, surface, grade and 
drainage facilities, so as to assure safe passage and maneuverability of 
private and emergency vehicles, and as required by the Township 
Engineer and, with regard to drainage, by the County Drain 
Commissioner. 

(2) That private streets are constructed of suitable materials so as to ensure 
minimal maintenance and safe passage of vehicles. 

(3) That private streets will be constructed so as to protect against or minimize 
soil erosion and to prevent damage to the lakes, streams, wetlands and 
other significant natural features of the Township. 

(b) For purposes of this section, and where applicable, elsewhere in this Ordinance, 
driveways and private streets shall be defined as follows: 

(1) A private street is a road or street which provides or is intended to provide 
the primary means of access to more than two buildings, dwellings or 
parcels of land. A private street may be established by deed, easement, 
right-of-way agreement or other written instrument. 

(2) An existing private street is a private road or street which is being used to 
provide access to existing buildings, existing dwellings or existing parcels 
of land, as of the effective date of this Ordinance. 

(3) A driveway is an improved or unimproved road or other route of access 
extending from a public street or a private street to not more than two 
buildings, dwellings or parcels of land, and which is intended to provide 
the primary means of access to not more than two buildings, dwellings or 
parcels of land. 

( c) All private streets shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the 
following minimum design, construction, inspection, approval and maintenance 
requirements: 
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(1) The private street right-of-way shall be at least 66 feet in width. 

(2) The area in which the private street is located shall have a minimum 
cleared width of 28 feet. 

(3) The private street serving five or fewer parcels shall have a minimum 
roadbed width of 16 feet; private roads serving six or more parcels shall 
have a minimum roadbed width of 22 feet. 

(4) Unpaved private streets shall have a minimum sub-base of 12 inches of 
sand and six inches of gravel; all gravel used shall comply Road 
Commission of Montcalm County specifications. 

(5) Private streets which are paved shall be paved with a total of two inches of 
bituminous aggregate pavement complying with Road Commission of 
Montcalm County specifications. 

(6) Private streets serving 16 or more parcels shall be paved. 

(7) Any private street which terminates at a dead end shall have a cul-de-sac 
with a minimum radius of 40 feet. 

(8) No private street shall extend for a distance of more than 2,000 feet in 
length from the nearest public street right-of-way as measured along the 
centerline of the private street, unless direct access is provided thereto 
from another public street. 

(9) The private street surface shall have minimum grade of .2 feet from the 
centerline of the private road to the outside edge thereof. 

(10) A street shoulder shall be provided on each side of the private street 
surface with a minimum width of two feet, containing a slope of .22 feet 
from the outside edge of the street surface to the toe of the slope. 

(I I) The maximum longitudinal street grade shall not exceed 6 percent, 
provided the Township may allow up to a 10 percent grade provided the 
Township is satisfied that such increase in street grade will not adversely 
public safety or cause undue erosion. 

( d) All parcels utilizing a private street shall have frontage on the private street for a 
distance equal to or greater than the minimum lot width required for the district in 
which the parcel is located. 

(e) All private streets shall have direct access to a public street. 

(f) All private streets shall have a recorded permanent right-of-way or easement. The 
right-of-way or easement shall expressly permit public or private utilities to be 
installed within the right-of-way. 
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(g) The layout of the private street and the intersections of the private street with 
either a public or private street shall be such that clear vision, safe turning and 
travel in all directions at the posted speed limit is reasonably assured. The 
minimum distance between intersections of public and/or private street rights-of
way shall not be less than I 50 feet, as measured along the right-of-way lines 
thereof. 

(h) All private streets shall be named and identified by use of appropriately located 
street name signs. Street names shall not duplicate any existing street name in 
Montcalm County, except in the case of the continuation of an existing street. All 
lots fronting on a private street shall have an address on the private street. A stop 
sign conforming to the requirements of the County Road Commission shall be 
provided at the exit point from the private street to the public street, if required by 
the County Road Commission. 

(i) The provisions of this section shall not apply to existing private streets, except 
that if an existing private street is extended, so as to serve one or more additional 
buildings, dwellings or parcels of land, the extended portion of such private street 
shall comply with the provisions of this section. Such extended portion of an 
existing private street shall include an additional turnaround area or cul-de-sac, as 
well as an additional length of private street. 

G) All private roads shall be maintained, repaired, improved and snowplowed in such 
a manner and to such extent that the private road shall be safe and convenient for 
travel in all weather conditions and, in particular, such maintenance, repair and 
improvement shall be sufficient to assure that the private road shall be safe and 
convenient for the travel of emergency vehicles in all weather conditions. 

(k) All owners or parties in interest in a proposed private street shall submit to the 
Township a recordable private street maintenance agreement, signed by all 
owners of the easement or right-of-way for the private street and by all other 
parties having any interest therein. Such agreement shall provide that the private 
street shall be regularly maintained, repaired and snowplowed so as to assure that 
the street shall be safe and convenient for travel at all times. The agreement shall 
also provide for the payment of all costs and expenses of such maintenance, repair 
and snowplowing by all or any of the parties in interest. 

(I) All buildings constructed or parcels of land established along or at the end 
of the private street shall be subject to the private street maintenance 
agreement. 

(2) The agreement shall run with the land and shall be recorded with the 
county register of deeds. A copy of the agreement as recorded shall be 
promptly furnished to the Township office after recording. 
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(3) The agreement shall be in a form and shall have such content as is 
satisfactory to the Township. A copy of the agreement shall be submitted 
to the Township for review prior to recording. 

(4) The private street maintenance agreement shall be so prepared as to 
legally constitute a restrictive covenant, binding upon all current and 
future owners and other parties in interest as to the lands occupied by the 
private street and any right-of-way or easement therefor, and also as to all 
lots and other parcels of land served or to be served by the private street. 

(1) Procedures for approval of an application for a private street shall be prepared and 
submitted to the Township office, on a form provided by the Township. The 
applicant shall pay, with the filing of the application, such application fee as may 
be required by resolution of the Township Board. The applicant shall also make 
the required cash deposit under the Township zoning escrow fee resolution, and 
shall make any required subsequent deposits in accordance with the terms of that 
resolution. 

(I) An application for a private street shall be considered by the Zoning 
Administrator, after the application and other required materials are 
complete, and the application shall be subject to the approval of the 
Zoning Administrator. In the Administrator's discretion, the application 
may be referred to the Planning Commission for review and comment. 

(2) If a private street is included in a proposed planned unit development, 
special land use, site condominium or other land development that 
requires Planning Commission consideration and approval, then approval 
of the private street shall be accomplished by action of the Planning 
Commission, as a part of its approval of the land development, if it 
approves such development. 

(3) The Zoning Administrator or, in the circumstances noted above, the 
Planning Commission, shall review the application for the private street, 
and shall make the following findings, if appropriate in the facts and 
circumstances: 

(i) That the private street complies with all requirements of this 
section and other applicable provisions of this Ordinance. 

(ii) That the private street would not create conditions which may be 
detrimental to the health, safety or welfare of persons or property, 
through the creation of hazardous or potentially hazardous 
situations. 

(4) In approving an application for a private street, the Zoning Administrator 
(or, in the circumstances described above, the Planning Commission) may 
require that the applicant comply with reasonable terms and conditions 
relating to the placement, design, construction and use of a private street, 
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consistent with the terms of this section and other applicable provisions of 
this Ordinance. 

(5) The review and approval of a proposed private street shall be in the form 
of a construction permit for the private street, to be issued by the Zoning 
Administrator. 

(i) No private street shall be constructed until the construction permit 
has been issued. 

(ii) The construction permit shall include any special terms and 
conditions relating to the placement, design, construction and use 
of the private street. If such terms and conditions were determined 
by the Planning Commission in its consideration of a land 
development requiring Planning Commission approval, then such 
terms and conditions may be included in the construction permit by 
means of attaching to the permit the minutes of the relevant 
Planning Commission meeting or an excerpt from the ordinance, 
resolution or other written form of approval of the land 
development. 

(iii) In issuing a private street construction permit, the Zoning 
Administrator may also include or attach other terms and 
conditions relating to inspection of a private street, any required 
escrow account deposits, contact with the Township Engineer or 
other matters pertaining to procedures and inspections with respect 
to the private street. 

(6) Certificate of Compliance. 

(i) At a particular stage or stages during construction of a private 
street, the Zoning Administrator or the Administrator's designee 
(including the Township Engineer) may inspect the construction of 
the private street, as it has progressed to that point, to determine 
whether the construction complies with this section. If the 
construction permit specifies Township inspection of the street at 
particular construction stages, the applicant shall notify the Zoning 
Administrator ( or if directed, the Township Engineer) when the 
work is ready for inspection, and the applicant shall not proceed 
further until the work has been inspected and until Township 
approval has been given for the work to proceed further. 

(ii) Upon completion of construction of a private street, the Zoning 
Administrator, or the Administrator's designee (including the 
Township Engineer) shall inspect the completed construction to 
determine whether it complies with the approved plans for the 
street, the construction permit, any written comments or 
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requirements made as a result of prior inspections, the terms of this 
section and other applicable provisions of this Ordinance. 

(iii) Following inspection of the completed private street, and the 
approval thereof, the Zoning Administrator shall prepare and issue 
to the applicant a certificate of compliance, stating that based upon 
the inspection of the construction, the private street complies with 
this section, the construction permit, previously inspection 
requirements and other applicable provisions of this Ordinance. 
Upon receiving such certificate of compliance, the applicant may 
proceed to open and use the private street. 

(iv) In the Zoning Administrator's discretion, the certificate of 
compliance may be given prior to the application of the final 
surface material for the street, if the Administrator concludes that 
such final surfacing may be deferred to a later time, so as to avoid 
interim damage to the final surface by construction vehicles, or 
because of inclement weather or for other reasons. In such event, 
however, the certificate of compliance shall include as a condition 
the time or stage at which the final surface shall be applied to the 
street, and inspection thereof shall be required after the final 
surface has been applied. The final surface shall then be inspected 
by the Administrator or the Administrator's designee, and if it is 
satisfactory under the terms of this section, the Administrator shall 
issue a supplemental certificate of compliance, specifying that the 
completed surface and other aspects of the private street are in 
compliance with this section, all previous inspections and other 
applicable provisions of this Ordinance. 

(v) If upon final inspection, the private street does not satisfy the 
requirements of this section, the requirements of previous 
approvals or other applicable provisions of this Ordinance, the 
Administrator shall notify the applicant in writing of such 
noncompliance ( or such notification shall be given by the 
Township Engineer), and the applicant shall then have a reasonable 
period of time in which to correct the stated deficiencies. 

(7) Building Permits. 

(i) No building permits or other permits shall be issued for any 
dwelling, or other building, structure or use, the primary access to 
which would be provided by a private street, until the private street 
has been approved in accordance with this section and until a 
certificate of compliance has been issued, except as stated in 
subparagraph (ii) of this subsection (7) . 
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(ii) If a private street has not yet been completed and approved in 
accordance with this section, but the applicant has submitted to the 
Township a performance bond, with a surety acceptable to the 
Township, or a letter of credit, conditioned upon the timely and 
full completion of the private street in accordance with this section, 
and all required inspections of this street, then a building permit 
may nevertheless be issued for a dwelling or for other building, 
structure or use to be served by the private street; provided, 
however, that no such permit shall be issued unless the Zoning 
Administrator also determines that persons and vehicles, including 
emergency vehicles, may traverse the incomplete private street in 
sufficient safety. 

In accepting a performance bond or letter of credit, the Township 
may impose requirements as to the completion date of the private 
street, or other terms and conditions, and if so, such terms, 
requirements and conditions shall be set forth in a letter or other 
writing prepared by the Administrator, accepting the bond or letter 
of credit upon the terms there stated. 

In all cases where a performance bond or letter of credit has been 
given and accepted by the Township, the further construction of 
the private street shall nevertheless be pursued diligently until 
completion. 

(8) An occupancy permit for a dwelling or other building to be served by a 
private street shall not be issued until the private street has been laid out 
and constructed with sufficient width, surface and grade ·so as to assure the 
safe passage and maneuverability of fire, law enforcement, ambulance and 
other emergency service vehicles. 

(9) If the private street is proposed as a part of a planned unit development or 
a special land use, the provisions of this section may be modified by the 
Planning Commission (and the Township Board, where Township Board 
approval is also required), in the approval of the planned unit development 
or a special land use, upon a determination that modifications in the 
provisions of this section are justified and appropriate, based upon the 
design, layout, construction or other aspects of the planned unit 
development or special land use, or the land use objectives to be achieved 
thereby. 

(10) As a condition of approval of a private street and the issuance of a 
construction permit therefor, the Township may require that the applicant 
provide a performance bond, with a surety acceptable to the Township, or 
a letter of credit, conditioned upon the timely and faithful performance by 
the applicant under the terms of this section and under the terms of any 
approvals given by the Zoning Administrator. Such conditions of 
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approval may include a required period of time for the construction and 
proper completion of the private street, and may also include a provision 
stating that the Township may enforce the performance bond or letter of 
credit in the event that any such deadline for completion is not complied 
with. 

Section 4.26. Natural Buffer Strip Required. A buffer or green belt of natural vegetation 
measuring 25 feet in width shall be maintained along the bank or border of every natural stream 
or natural creek. Clear cutting of trees, shrubs and weeds in the buffer area shall be prohibited, 
except if found to be dead, diseased, unsafe, fallen or noxious. This does not apply to minor 
pruning of trees and shrubs. This section shall not apply to governmentally-established drains. 

Section 4.27. Access to Lakes and Streams. 

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this section: 

"Access property" means a property, parcel of land or lot abutting a lake, 
stream or other body of water either natural or man-made and used or 
intended to be used for the providing of access to a lake or other body of 
water by pedestrian or vehicular traffic to and from off-shore land, 
regardless of whether access to such body of water is gained by easement, 
fee ownership of land by one or more owners, lease, license, gift, business 
invitation or any other form of conveyance, dedication, approval or 
onsent. 

(2) "Dwelling unit" means a dwelling structure designed for use by one 
family or other occupancy, whether for seasonal, all-season, temporary or 
other use, and it shall include, but not be limited to single family 
dwellings, mobile homes, recreational units, hotels and motels, 
apartments, condominium units, cooperative units, attached residential 
unit or other residence unit, however located. Each separate dwelling unit 
within a multiple family dwelling structure shall be a separate dwelling 
unit for purposes of this section. 

(b) Limitation on Waterfront Access. No land shall be used or provided for use as 
access property from off-shore lands to or for a lake, stream or other body of 
water, either natural or artificial, unless there shall be provided access property 
that has 

(1) A water frontage of not less than 50 feet for each dwelling unit using such 
access property, or as to which the right or privilege of access is granted, 
approved, extended, conveyed or dedicated, with such water frontage to be 
measured along the water's edge of the normal high water mark of the 
lake, stream or other body of water. 

(2) A minimum land area of 5,000 square feet for each dwelling unit using 
such access property, or as to which the right or privilege of access is 
granted, approved, extended, conveyed or dedicated. 
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(i) The minimum depth for an access property shall be 100 feet. 

(ii) No access property shall have less than 200 feet of water frontage 
as measured along the water's edge of the normal high water mark 
of the lake, stream or other body of water. 

(iii) Water frontage of an access property shall not include a swamp, 
wetland, marsh or bog. No swamp, wetland, marsh or bog shall be 
altered by dredging, the addition of earth or fill material or by the 
drainage of water for the purpose of altering or increasing the 
length of water frontage required by this section, or for the purpose 
of otherwise attempting to comply with this section. 

(iv) An access property shall not abut an artificially-made canal or 
channel. No canal or channel shall be constructed, dredged or 
excavated for the purpose of altering or increasing the length of 
water frontage required by this section, or for the purpose of 
otherwise attempting compliance with this section. 

(v) An access property, irrespective of its total area, shall not be used 
for residential, commercial or other purposes. 

(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply to existing actual access 
occurring from non-frontage lands, to lakes, streams and other bodies of 
water, where such existing access is occurring at the effective date of this 
section, from non-frontage lands that are platted or otherwise of record at 
the effective date of this section. 

Section 4.28. Antennas and Towers Not Exceeding 30 Feet in Height. Freestanding 
radio, television or communications antennas or towers (including satellite dish antennas) not 
exceeding 30 feet in height, are permitted in all districts upon compliance with the following 
requirements: 

(a) The antenna shall be permanently secured to a stable foundation. 

(b) No portion of the antenna shall conduct or display any advertising, message or 
other graphic representation other than the manufacturer's name. 

(c) No freestanding antenna shall exceed a height of 30 feet above grade, or have any 
dimension exceeding 30 feet, including its mounting structure, except that 
freestanding antennas or towers exceeding such height or other dimension may be 
permitted by the Planning Commission as a special land use under Chapter 15. 

(d) Except in the AG and the R-R Districts, an antenna or tower (including a satellite 
dish antenna) shall be located only in the rear yard or the side yard and shall not 
be closer to a property line than its height or the depth of the required rear or side 
yard setback, whichever is the greater. 
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( e) An antenna may be mounted on the roof of a principal or accessory building, 
provided it shall not exceed a height of 20 feet, as measured from its foundation. 

(f) All antennas must be grounded to protect against damage from lightning. 

(g) An antenna or tower shall not be so located or constructed as to have a serious 
adverse effect on adjacent or nearby land uses. 

(h) Amateur radio antennas (being antennas operated for the purpose of receiving or 
transmitting communications by a radio station described in Section 153(q) of 
Title 47 of the U.S. Code) and operated under a license issued by the Federal 
Communications Commission shall be subject to the provisions of this section, 
but if the effect of any such provision upon the operation of an amateur radio 
antenna would be to preclude or prevent the operation of such an antenna, then 
such provisions shall not apply. 

Section 4.29. Maximum Lot Width to Depth Ratio. 

(a) In all zoning districts, a building shall not be constructed or occupied on a lot or 
parcel if the depth of the lot or parcel exceeds four times its width. 

(b) The Planning Commission may permit the creation of a lot or parcel to be used 
for the construction of a building which does not comply with this section, 
through the granting of a special land use under the terms of Chapter 15 or within 
a planned unit development. In determining whether to grant such special land 
use, or to approve such lot or parcel within a planned unit development, the 
Planning Commission shall find that the greater depth is necessitated by 
conditions of the land, such as topography, road access, soils, wetlands, or flood 
plain, and that the creation or use of the lot will not conflict with other Township 
ordinances, unless appropriate variance or waiver from such other ordinances is 
obtained. 

Section 4.30. Recreational Vehicle Parking. 

(a) The use, parking and storage of recreational vehicles that are located outside of 
approved or otherwise lawful campgrounds shall be regulated by the terms of this 
section. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to park or cause to be parked any recreational 
vehicle on any street, alley, highway or other public place in the Township and to 
use the same as a dwelling while so located. 

( c) In the R-1 District, a recreational vehicle shall not be parked in the front yard, 
except on a temporary basis, not exceeding seven days, except as provided in 
subsection (d). 
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(d) In the R-1 District, no boat, boat trailer, snowmobile, snowmobile trailer, jet ski 
or other motorized watercraft or utility trailer shall be parked in the front yard, 
except on a temporary basis, not exceeding seven days. 

(e) During the construction of a dwelling, one, but not more than one, recreational 
vehicle or mobile home not complying with the definition of a dwelling as stated 
in this Ordinance, may be temporarily located, used and occupied on the 
premises, during the actual construction of a principal dwelling; provided, 
however, that written approval of the same, issued by the Zoning Administrator, 
shall be obtained prior to the placement of the recreational vehicle or mobile 
home, for such purpose. In such a case, the recreational vehicle or mobile home 
shall be removed from the premises within six months of the effective date of the 
written approval, except that an additional extension of time, not exceeding six 
months, may be granted by the Zoning Administrator, upon proof that such 
additional time is needed for the completion of the principal dwelling. 

(f) No recreational vehicle shall be parked at such location or in such manner as to be 
a traffic hazard or otherwise to create an unsafe situation by interference with the 
view of pedestrians or the drivers of vehicles on public or private streets or 
otherwise within street rights-of-way. 

Section 4.31. Minimum Requirements for Dwellings Outside Mobile Home Parks. All 
dwelling units located outside of mobile home parks shall comply with the following 
requirements: 

(a) All dwelling units shall provide a minimum height between the interior floor and 
ceiling of seven and one-half feet or if a mobile home, it shall meet the 
requirements of the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development Regulations, entitled Mobile Home Construction and Safety 
Standards, effective June 15, 1976, as amended. 

(b) The minimum width of any single family dwelling unit shall be 16 feet, measured 
between the exterior part of the walls having the greatest length. 

( c) All dwellings shall be firmly attached to the foundation so as to be watertight as 
required by the construction code adopted by the Township or, if a mobile home, 
shall be anchored to the foundation by an anchor system designed and constructed 
in compliance with the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development Regulations entitled "Mobile Home Construction & Safety 
Standards." 

( d) The wheels, pulling mechanism, and tongue of any mobile home shall be removed 
prior to placement on a foundation. 

(e) All dwellings shall be connected to a sewage disposal system and water supply 
system approved by the Township and the County Health Department. 

(f) All additions to dwellings shall meet all the requirements of this Ordinance. 
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(g) All dwellings shall be aesthetically compatible in design and appearance with 
other residences in the vicinity. The compatibility of design and appearance shall 
be determined in the first instance by the Building Inspector upon review of the 
plans submitted for a particular dwelling. An appeal by an aggrieved party may 
be taken to the Zoning Board of Appeals. Any detennination of compatibility 
shall be based upon the standards set forth in this section as well as the character, 
design and appearance of residential dwellings located outside of mobile home 
parks within 500 feet of the subject dwelling. The foregoing shall not be 
construed to prohibit innovative design concepts involving such matters as solar 
energy, view, unique land contour, or relief from the common or standard 
designed home. 

(h) Prior to issuance of a building permit for any dwelling unit, construction plans, 
including a plot plan adequate to illustrate compliance with the requirements of 
this Ordinance, shall be submitted to the Building Inspector. If the dwelling unit 
is a mobile home, there shall also be submitted adequate evidence to assure that 
the dwelling complies with the standards applicable to mobile homes set forth in 
this section. 

(i) All mobile homes shall meet the standards for mobile home construction 
contained in the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Regulations entitled "Mobile Home Construction & Safety Standards" effective 
June 15, 1976, as amended. All other dwellings shall meet the requirements of 
the construction code adopted by the Township. 

(i) A minimum of 100 square feet of enclosed storage space, excluding closets, shall 
be provided for each dwelling. Said enclosed storage space may consist of a 
basement, garage, shed or other structure approved by the Zoning Administrator. 

Section 4.32. Temporary Dwellings. No cabin, garage, basement, tent, recreational vehicle, 
or other temporary structure shall be used in whole or in part for dwelling purposes in any 
district provided that such structure may be used for a temporary dwelling for a period not to 
exceed six months upon application to and approval of a permit for such occupancy by the 
Zoning Administrator upon determination that the following conditions exist and are met: 

(a) The permanent dwelling of the resident applicant has become uninhabitable due 
to damage caused by fire, wind or other natural calamity or emergency. 

(b) Due to undue hardship, the applicant is unable to obtain another dwelling unit as a 
temporary residence. 

( c) The structure is constructed so as to meet the minimum requirements for the 
health, safety and welfare of the occupants and the surrounding neighborhood. 

Section 4.33. Projections into Required Setbacks. Certain architectural features, such as 
cornices, bay windows (or windows without foundations), gutters, chimneys, pilasters, 
unenclosed porches and similar features may project no further than ten feet into a required front 
or rear setback, but may not project into a required side setback. 
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Section 4.34. Health Department Approval. 

(a) No pennit shall be issued for the construction of a building or structure which is 
to have drinking water and/or sanitary facilities located therein and which is to be 
located on a lot which is not served by both public water and sewer facilities if its 
water and/or sewage disposal facilities, as the case may be, does not comply with 
the rules and regulations of the state and county health departments governing 
waste and sewage disposal. 

(b) No pennit shall be issued for the construction of a building with sanitary facilities 
and not served by public sewer, unless there has been obtained from the county 
health department and submitted to the Township a permit for two separate 
locations for private drainfield or other private sewage disposal facility on such 
lot or parcel. 

( c) No building or structure shall be erected, constructed or placed on any designated 
location for a private drainfield or other private sewage disposal facility. 

Section 4.35. Trash, Litter or Junk. It shall be unlawful for any person to accumulate, 
place, store, or allow or permit the accumulation, placement or storage of trash, litter or junk on 
premises in the Township, except in a lawful sanitary landfill, a lawful junkyard, or not to exceed 
eight days storage in watertight storage receptacles designed for the temporary accumulation of 
trash. Waste receptacles shall not be left unattended in the front yard (or on the street side of a 
lakefront lot) longer than a period of 48 hours, unless they are kept or enclosed in a pennanent 
structure designed to prevent disturbance of such receptacles by animals or severe weather 
conditions. 

Section 4.36. Home Occupations. 

(a) For purposes of this section, a home occupation is a gainful occupation 
traditionally or customarily carried on in the home or in a building accessory to 
the home, as a use incidental to the use of the home as a dwelling place and 
conducted entirely within a residential building used as a dwelling or in a building 
that is accessory to a residential building being used as a dwelling. 

(b) A home occupation may be permitted in the AG, R-R, R-1, LR, R-2, R-3, and 
PUD Districts in accordance with this section. 

(c) All home occupations shall be subject to the following restrictions and 
regulations: 

(1) Home occupations may be conducted only by a person resident in the 
home, except that not more than one person may be employed who is not a 
resident of the home. 

(2) The home occupation may employ only mechanical equipment which is 
similar in power and type to that use for household purposes and which 
does not cause radio or television interference. 

Township of Pierson Zoning Ordinance 
Revised October 2010 

General Provisions 
Page 4-19 



(3) There shall be no exterior alteration in the residential character of the 
premises in connection with such home occupation and no more than 
25 percent of the living area of the dwelling shall be devoted to such home 
occupation. 

(4) A home occupation shall have no sign other than one stating the name of 
the occupant and the home occupation. Any such sign shall not be lighted 
and shall not be more than 16 square feet in area. 

(5) All articles or materials used in connection with such home occupation 
shall be stored in the main and accessory buildings. No outside storage is 
permitted. 

(6) No traffic shall be generated by such home occupation in greater volume 
than would normally be expected in a residential neighborhood, and for 
parking generated by the conduct of such home occupation shall be 
provided off the street and not within the required front yard. 

Section 4.37. Keeping and Raising of Animals for Non-Farm Related Purposes. The 
keeping and raising of animals for any purpose other than as a part a bona fide farm operation 
shall be permitted in the Township only as stated in this section. 

For purposes of this section, a bone fide farm operation is defined as a land use or activity 
consisting of the commercial production of farm products, where such activity is engaged in as 
an occupation or for a livelihood. Farm operations may include the raising of livestock, dairying, 
the cultivation, growing and harvesting of crops, turf and tree farming, the raising of other 
animals generally regarding as farm animals and other activities associated with the commercial 
production of farm products, but not including such activities when engaged in as a leisure-time 
activity, an avocation or for hobby purposes. 

(a) The keeping and raising of animals customarily kept as household pets, such as 
dogs, cats, guinea pigs and hamsters, is permitted in all zone districts; provided, 
however, that the caretaker of such animals is an occupant of the premises; and 
provided further that the keeping and raising of dogs in accordance with the terms 
of this section or otherwise shall not preclude the requirement for the property 
owner or other responsible party to obtain a kennel license issued by the 
appropriate county agency, if such a kennel license is required under the terms of 
state law or county regulations. 

(b) The keeping and raising of animals other than household pets is prohibited in the 
R-1, L-R, R-2, R-3, C-1, C-2 and I Districts. 

(c) The keeping and raising of domesticated animals not customarily kept as 
household pets, such as horses, cattle, goats and pigs, is permitted in the 
AG District and the R-R District; provided, however, that on parcels of ten acres 
or less, the number of domesticated animals (other than household pets) shall not 
exceed one animal for the first two acres of land area plus one additional animal 
for each additional acre of land area. 
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( d) Any building or confined feeding area in which domesticated animals other than 
household pets are confined or fed (not including feeding by grazing) shall be at 
least 100 feet away from the nearest property line or street right-of-way line, and 
it shall be so constructed and maintained that odor, dust, noise, or drainage shall 
not constitute a nuisance or hazard to adjoining or nearby parcels. 

(e) All animals kept and raised within the Township shall be kept under sanitary 
conditions and, where enclosed, in sanitary buildings or enclosures. 

Section 4.38. Home Based Business. 

(a) A home based business may be permitted in the AG, R-R, R-1, R-2 and R-3 
Districts, in accordance with this section. 

(b) A home based business shall be carried on by one or more members of a family 
residing on the premises, plus not more than one additional non-resident 
employee. 

( c) No mechanical equipment shall be installed on the premises, except such as is 
normally used for domestic and household purposes. 

(d) Not more than 25 percent of the total floor area of any story of the dwelling, or 
not more than 50 percent of an on-site accessory building shall be used in the 
operation of the home based business. 

( e) No outdoor storage shall be permitted in connection with a home based business. 

(f) No goods or commodity other than those customarily associated with the home 
based business shall be sold on the premises. 

(g) There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the dwelling or any 
accessory building, or other part of the premises, as a result of the conducting of 
the home based business, except that limited outdoor signage may be permitted, 
but such signage shall comply with the applicable sign requirements of the zone 
district in which the use is located. 

(h) An accessory building used in a home based business shall not be larger in area 
than as follows: in the AG District, 1,200 square feet; in the R-R District, 1,200 
square feet; in the R-1 District, 576 square feet; in the R-2 and R-3 Districts, as 
determined by the Planning Commission. 

(i) There shall be only incidental or occasional sale of goods, merchandise, supplies 
or products on the premises. 

G) No combustible, toxic or hazardous material may be used or stored on the 
premises, except in a safe manner and in full compliance with all federal, state 
and local requirements concerning the use, handling, storage, transport and 
disposal of any such materials; provided, however, that the safe storage of 
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pesticides and herbicides by landscaping enterprises shall be pennitted if 
otherwise lawful. 

(k) There shall be no activity that would interfere with radio or television 
transmission in the area, nor shall there be any offensive noise, vibrations, smoke, 
dust, odors, heat or glare resulting in an adverse effect beyond the property where 
the home based business is located. 

(1) Any motor vehicle traffic generated by the home based business shall be only to 
such limited extent that the number of vehicles, the frequency of vehicle trips, the 
noise of vehicles and other resulting impacts shall have no serious adverse effects 
on adjacent or nearby lands. 

(m) If the parking of motor vehicles will result from the home based business, an 
adequate off-street parking area shall be provided on the parcel of land where the 
home occupation is conducted; such off-street parking area shall not be located in 
a required front yard setback area, except that vehicles generated by the home 
based business may be parked in a driveway that is used to provide vehicle access 
to the dwelling. 

(n) Permitted home based businesses include, but are not limited to the following: 

(1) Beauty salons and barber shops. 

(2) Photography Studios. 

(3) Furniture upholstery. 

(4) Small engine repair. 

(5) Cabinet making and carpentry work. 

(6) Television and other appliance repair. 

(7) Organized classes with not more than six students at one time. 

(8) Catering business. 

(9) Indoor storage of boats and recreational vehicles, not to exceed a total of 
ten stored boats and/or recreational vehicles, except that no such storage 
shall take place in the R-2 and R-3 Districts. 

(10) Turf services and landscaping enterprises, except that they shall not be 
permitted in the R-2 and R-3 Districts. 

(11) The indoor or outdoor convenience parking of a business-related truck or 
other business-related motor vehicle, with a capacity less than that of a 
semi-trailer truck, owned by a resident of the dwelling. The truck or other 
business-related motor vehicle shall be parked in a safe and adequate off-
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street parking area, but such vehicle shall not be parked within any 
required side yard. 

(12) The occasional, temporary convenience storage of inventory, supplies and 
minor equipment used in an occupation, whether or not the occupation is a 
home-based business conducted on the premises, where such storage takes 
place only in a dwelling or in a permitted accessory building and where 
the delivery, storage and removal of such inventory, supplies and minor 
equipment do not have serious adverse effects upon adjacent or nearby 
lands. 

(13) Garage and yard sales, consignment sales and auctions lasting not more 
than three consecutive days, but not longer than ten days in total (whether 
or not consecutively) in any 12-month period. 

(o) No home based business shall be permitted without the prior issuance of a home 
based business permit, in accordance with this subsection. 

(1) A person shall apply for a home based business permit on a form provided 
by the Township and shall pay the required application fee or other 
charge, if any. The application shall be submitted to the Zoning 
Administrator. 

(2) If requested by the Zoning Administrator, the application shall include a 
site plan, drawings or other additional information showing the location of 
buildings, driveways, parking areas and other features of the home based 
business and the buildings and land devoted thereto. 

(3) A home based business permit shall be issued for a proposed home based 
business if the business complies with the requirements of this section, 
based upon the application and the materials and other information 
provided. No public hearing shall be required. Once the application is 
complete, the Zoning Administrator shall issue, or shall decline to issue, 
the permit within a reasonable time. If the Administrator declines to issue 
the permit, the reasons therefor shall be stated in writing. 

( 4) In determining whether a proposed home based business not listed in this 
section nevertheless qualifies as a home-based business under this section, 
the Zoning Administrator shall consider the following: 

(i) The extent to which the proposed home based business is 
reasonably similar to those listed in this section. 

(ii) Whether the major features and characteristics of the proposed 
home based business cause the proposed business to qualify under 
the requirements stated in this section. 
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(iii) Whether the home based business is reasonably included within 
the definition of home based business, as stated in this Ordinance. 

(iv) The extent to which the proposed home based business involves 
only limited business activity, would have no serious adverse 
effects on adjacent or nearby lands and would be of such nature 
that its commercial aspects would not seriously impinge upon the 
residential character of adjacent and nearby lands. 

(5) In issuing a home based business permit, the Zoning Administrator may 
include reasonable terms and conditions, pertaining to the following 
matters, among others: 

(i) The size and location of any accessory building to be used in the 
home based business 

(ii) The means of access to the home based business and the expected 
frequency of vehicle trips to and from the home based business, by 
customers, delivery vehicles, and others. 

(iii) The distance between the location of the home based business and 
dwellings on adjacent or nearby lands; any landscaping or 
screening proposed to be installed for the purpose of shielding the 
view of the home based business from other lands. 

(iv) The number of persons to be engaged in the home based business. 

(v) The area and location of any off-street parking area and any off-
street loading area. 

(vi) Proposed signage, if any, and proposed outdoor lighting, if any. 

(vii) The expected hours of operation of the home based business. 

(viii) The nature and type of the equipment, materials and processes to 
be used in the home based business, and the likelihood that any 
such equipment, materials or processes may generate noise, 
vibration, fumes, odors, glare or electrical interference. 

(ix) Other aspects of the home based business, in relation to adjacent 
and nearby land uses and the adjacent and nearby streets. 

(6) A home based business permit shall remain in effect for a period of three 
years, so long as the terms of the permit and of this section are complied 
with and so long as the permit is not revoked. The permit may be revoked 
by the Township for non-compliance, by the issuance of a stop work order 
and an order revoking the permit, issued by the Zoning Administrator or 
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other Township representative having responsibility for enforcement of 
Township ordinances. 

(7) A home based business permit may be renewed for unlimited successive 
periods of three years each. A permit holder need not apply for renewal, 
but shall cooperate with the Township in providing pertinent requested 
information sufficient-for the Township to determine compliance with the 
permit and with this section, and otherwise to ascertain the scope, nature 
and impact of the home based business at the time of renewal. The failure 
of a permit holder to cooperate on a timely basis with the Township in the 
renewal process shall be grounds for non-renewal of the permit. 

(8) Upon the cessation of a home based business for a period of 90 days, the 
home based business permit shall be of no further effect. 

(9) A home based business shall at all times comply with the minimum 
requirements of this section and all other applicable requirements. The 
expansion or enlargement of a home based business, or its departure from 
any required conditions or limitations, shall be grounds for the revoking of 
the home based business permit. Upon the revoking of the permit, the 
applicant shall no longer engage in the home based business. 

(p) A home based business lawfully in existence at the time of adoption of this 
section may continue in the same manner and to the same extent as was the case 
at the time of adoption of this section, but the persons engaged in the existing 
lawful home based business shall nevertheless cooperate with the Township in 
providing requested, non-proprietary information about the home based business, 
for purposes of Township records. 

( q) A lawful home based business in existence at the time of adoption of this section 
may not be enlarged, expanded or increased in use intensity except in compliance 
with this section, including the permit provisions hereof. 

Section 4.39. Outdoor Lighting. 

(a) All outdoor light fixtures shall be shielded, except those specified below as 
exempt from this section. Such shielding shall be sufficient so that light is not 
directed off the property and so that light sources are not directly visible from 
beyond the boundaries of a property. 

(b) The use of search lights, except by law enforcement agencies and civil authorities, 
is prohibited. 

( c) The lighting of signs shall be subject to applicable provisions of the sign chapter 
of this Ordinance. 

( d) Lighting intensity shall not be greater than ten foot-candles at the property 
boundary line closest to the directed path of any light source. 
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(e) There shall be no blinking or flashing outdoor lights, including changes in light 
intensity, brightness or color; provided, however, that time and temperature signs 
shall be permitted, if lawful under the terms of the sign chapter of this Ordinance. 

(f) Outdoor light poles, including the light fixture at the top of the pole, shall not 
exceed a height of 23 feet. 

(g) In the case of buildings or developments requiring site plan approval under the 
terms of Chapter 17, the site plan shall include an outdoor lighting plan that 
includes, at a minimum, the following: 

(I) The location of outdoor lights on the premises and detail concerning the 
type of lights, fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors and other lighting 
elements and devices. 

(2) A description of the outdoor lights and associated equipment. 

(3) Photometric data, such as that furnished by manufacturers, showing the 
angle of cut off of light emissions, or other information indicating that 
light will not produce glare or otherwise spill onto adjacent or nearby 
properties or streets. 

(h) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the following: 

(1) Decorative residential lighting, such as porch lights or low level lawn or 
sidewalk lights. 

(2) Outdoor light fixtures installed prior to the effective date of this section; 
provided, however, that when there is a change in the use of the property, 
or any replacement or substantial alteration of the outdoor light fixture, 
then the fixture shall thereafter conform to the provisions of this section. 

(3) Street lights located within a public street or private street right-of-way. 

(4) Outdoor light fixtures which use a light bulb of 150 watts or less, except 
where such fixtures create a hazard or nuisance from glare or spillage of 
light. 

(5) Outdoor lighting necessary for road or utility construction or for 
emergencies. 

(i) Outdoor light fixtures for off street parking lots shall be turned off no later than 
one hour after the ending of the use on the site, except for lights which are 
necessary for security purposes, and except for off street parking lots that provide 
parking for uses that are open 24 hours per day. 

(j) Any application for a building or electrical permit for a commercial or industrial 
use which includes the installation of one or more outdoor lighting fixtures shall, 
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as a part of the application for such permit, include evidence that the proposed 
outdoor lighting fixtures and the work relating thereto will comply with this 
section. 

(k) No colored lights shall be used at any location or in any manner if there is a 
likelihood of such lights being confused with traffic control devices. 

Section 4.40. Medical Marijuana Regulations. 

(a) Purpose and Intent. 

(1) The voters of Michigan adopted the Medical Marijuana Act, Initiated 
Law 1 of 2008, which become effective December 4, 2008. The Act does 
not regulate or even address many important matters associated with the 
possession and use of marijuana for medical purposes, including but not 
limited to the cultivation, distribution, sale and use of medical marijuana. 
The Township Board finds that there are many adverse effects associated 
with the cultivation, sale, distribution and use of marijuana, including 
medical marijuana, which can include illegal sales of marijuana, 
burglaries, increased vandalism, the use of marijuana by minors and other 
persons without medical need and other adverse impacts. Moreover, the 
unregulated cultivation, sale, distribution and use of medical marijuana 
can result in adverse land use impacts on lands adjacent to and near the 
locations of medical marijuana cultivation, processing, distribution and 
use, including threats to the public peace and interference with important 
Township efforts to safeguard the health, safety and welfare of the 
residents and property owners of the Township and the public at large. 

(2) It is not the purpose or intent of this section to prohibit any use or activity 
permitted by the Michigan Medical Marijuana Act, but rather to adopt 
regulations which may prevent or avoid the possible adverse secondary 
effects of facilities and locations used for the cultivation, processing, sale, 
distribution and use of medical marijuana; to ensure that such facilities 
and locations are not covertly used for unlawful purposes not authorized 
by the Act; and to ensure that such facilities and locations do not cause 
adverse effects that may contribute to the blighting of surrounding or 
nearby lands. 

(b) Scope of this Section. The cultivation, acquisition, possession, use and 
distribution of marijuana and paraphernalia relating to the administration of 
marijuana to treat or alleviate a qualifying patient's debilitating medical condition 
or symptoms associated with the condition, as defined by the Act, shall take place 
only in accordance with this section. No provision of this section shall permit, or 
shall be construed to permit, a violation of any state or federal law. 

( c) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases shall have the following 
meanings respectively stated in this subsection. 
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(I) "Act" means the Michigan Medical Marijuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 
2008, and any amendments thereto and including other laws enacted to 
implement the Act. 

(2) "Medical use of marijuana," "medical marijuana" or "medical marijuana 
use" means the acquisition, possession, cultivation, use, delivery, transfer 
or transportation of marijuana, or paraphernalia relating to the 
administration of marijuana, to treat or alleviate a qualifying patient's 
debilitating medical condition or symptoms associated with the 
debilitating medical condition, as defined by the Act. 

(3) "Primary caregiver" means a person who is at least 21 years old and who 
has agreed to assist with a patient's medical use of marijuana, who has not 
been convicted of a felony involving illegal drugs and who has been 
issued a registry identification card. 

( 4) "Qualifying patient" means a person who has been diagnosed by a 
physician as having a debilitating medical condition, as defined by the Act 
and who has been issued a registry identification card. 

(5) "Registry identification card" means a document issued by the State 
Department of Community Health that identifies a person as a registered 
qualifying patient or registered primary caregiver. 

(6) "Usable marijuana" means the dried leaves and flowers of the marijuana 
plant, including any mixture or preparation thereof. 

(d) Medical Use of Marijuana in the AG, R-R, R-1, LR, R-2, R-3, PUD, C-1, C-2 
and I Districts. 

(1) The medical use of marijuana in the AG, R-R, R-1, LR, R-2, R-3, PUD, 
C-1, C-2 and I Districts shall be permitted as stated in this subsection ( d). 

(2) Medical marijuana use shall be permitted only by a qualifying patient or 
primary caregiver, neither of whom shall possess usable marijuana in any 
quantity greater than that permitted by the Act. A qualifying patient shall 
possess marijuana plants only if the qualifying patient has not specified a 
primary caregiver to cultivate marijuana for the qualifying patient. 
Neither a qualifying patient nor a primary caregiver shall cultivate that 
number of marijuana plants in excess of the number permitted by the Act. 
A primary caregiver may assist not more than five qualifying patients with 
their medical use of marijuana, but subject to the following requirements: 

(i) In the AG, R-R, R-1, LR, R-2, R-3 and PUD Districts, a primary 
caregiver may assist a qualifying patient with the patient's medical 
marijuana use, including the cultivation of marijuana for medical 
purposes, but the primary caregiver may do so only in the single
family, detached dwelling of the qualifying patient, and may not 
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transport or deliver medical marijuana to the qualifying patient's 
dwelling from some other location. 

(ii) In the C-1, C-2 and I Districts, a primary caregiver may assist a 
qualifying patient with the patient's medical marijuana use, 
including the cultivation thereof, in a principal building, subject to 
other applicable requirements of this subsection (d). 

(3) Marijuana plants in the possession or under the control of a qualifying 
patient or primary caregiver shall be kept in an enclosed, locked facility 
consisting of a closet, room or other fully enclosed area equipped with 
locks or other security devices that permit access only by the qualifying 
patient or the primary caregiver; provided, however, that in the AG, R-R, 
R-1, LR, R-2, R-3 and PUD Districts, such enclosed, locked facility shall 
consist of or be located entirely within the single-family, detached 
dwelling of the qualifying patient, not in any accessory building or other 
structure or location outside or apart from such dwelling nor in the 
dwelling or other premises of the primary caregiver in the above-stated 
zone districts. 

( 4) A primary caregiver shall engage in medical marijuana use only to assist 
the qualifying patients who have specified that primary caregiver to assist 
them with medical marijuana use. 

(5) Medical marijuana use by a qualifying patient and a primary caregiver 
shall be subject to the issuance of a medical marijuana use permit issued 
by the Township under the provisions of subsection ( e) of this section. 

(6) Medical use of marijuana in the C-1, C-2 and I Districts shall take place 
only in the principal building, and not in any accessory building or other 
structure or place located outside of or apart from the principal building. 
Marijuana plants, up to the maximum number permitted by the Act, shall 
be kept in an enclosed, locked facility consisting of a closet, room or other 
fully enclosed area within the principal building and equipped with locks 
or other security devices that permit access only by the qualifying patient 
or the primary caregiver. 

(7) Only one primary caregiver shall engage in medical marijuana use in or 
associated with a dwelling or other principal building, as permitted by the 
terms of this section, and subject to the restrictions thereof. 

(8) A qualifying patient and a primary caregiver shall engage in medical 
marijuana use only to the extent permitted by the Act and this section. 
Any dwelling or other principal building shall be the location of medical 
marijuana use only to the extent permitted by the Act and this section. 
Medical marijuana use shall not take place in a social setting or occasion, 
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or among a group of persons or otherwise m a group or social 
environment. 

(9) Medical marijuana use as permitted in this section in the C-1 and C-2 
Districts shall be subject to site plan review and approval under the terms 
of Chapter 17. 

(i) In considering a site plan for a medical marijuana use, the Planning 
Commission shall consider the standards for site plan review and 
approval stated in Section 17.04. 

(ii) In approving a site plan, the Planning Commission may impose 
stricter terms, conditions and requirements than those specified in 
the applicable district, for the purpose of preventing or avoiding 
potential adverse effects as a result of the use. Such stricter 
requirements may include terms and conditions as to screening, 
signage, outdoor lighting, prohibition of exterior uses, off-street 
parking, separation from other principal uses and other land use 
matters. 

(iii) In addition to the standards of site plan review stated in 
Section 17.04, the Planning Commission shall consider whether 
the site plan and the proposed use would comply with the 
requirements of this Section and the Act and, among other matters, 
shall consider the proximity of the proposed medical marijuana use 
to an existing medical marijuana use, a school, a place of religious 
worship, a park or other recreation area or a residential zone or 
residential use. 

(10) Neither a qualifying patient nor a primary caregiver shall engage in 
offering to sell, or the sale, of medical marijuana paraphernalia as a 
business or commercial activity or as a part of any other business or 
commercial activity; a qualifying patient or a primary caregiver shall not 
distribute or provide, as a business or commercial activity, written or 
graphic information or material about medical marijuana use. 

(11) Medical marijuana use in a dwelling in the districts in which such use is 
permitted by the terms of this section shall take place only in a single
family, detached dwelling. 

(12) In the agricultural and residential districts, not more than 25 percent of the 
finished floor area of a dwelling shall be occupied or used for medical 
marijuana use. There shall be no visible changes to the outside 
appearance of a dwelling of a qualifying patient or primary caregiver, as a 
result of medical marijuana use therein, nor other visible evidence of 
medical marijuana use occurring on the premises. 
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(13) In all districts, no marijuana, marijuana plants, marijuana paraphernalia or 
plant-growing apparatus shall be visible from the exterior of the dwelling 
or other principal building, as the case may be. 

(14) In the agricultural and residential districts, no sale or distribution of 
merchandise or products associated with medical marijuana shall be 
conducted on, within or from the authorized dwelling of a qualifying 
patient or primary caregiver. 

(15) No equipment or process shall be used in growing, processing or handling 
medical marijuana which creates noise, vibration, glare, light, fumes, 
odors or electrical interference detectable to the normal senses outside a 
dwelling unit or other principal building. In the case of electrical 
interference, no equipment or process shall be used which created visual 
or audible interference with any radio, television or similar receiver off the 
premises or causes fluctuation of electric line voltage off the premises. 
The dwelling or other principal building of the qualifying patient or 
primary caregiver, if used for a purpose authorized by this section, shall 
comply with all building, housing and fire code requirements and 
applicable state laws. 

(16) In the case of an authorized dwelling in which medical marijuana use 
takes place, no sign identifying the dwelling as a place of such use or 
activity shall be visible outside of the dwelling or within or through any of 
the windows of the dwelling. 

(e) Medical Marijuana Use Permit. A medical marijuana use permit (the "permit") 
issued by the Township shall be required for medical marijuana use in the 
Township. 

(1) The permit shall be issued only to a qualified patient or a primary 
caregiver. 

(2) A qualified patient or primary caregiver shall apply for the permit by 
completing and submitting an application on a fonn provided by the 
Township. The applicant shall pay any application fee established by the 
Township Board. The application shall include a true copy of the 
applicant's registry identification card. 

(3) The permit shall be issued by the Township Clerk, upon the Clerk's 
determination that the application form is complete and in compliance 
with this subsection and that the proposed medical marijuana use would 
comply with this section and the Act. The Clerk shall have a reasonable 
time in which to review and consider the application. If necessary to 
determine compliance with this section, the Clerk may request further 
information from the applicant; the providing of such additional 
information shall be required for the issuance of the permit. If the permit 
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is denied, the Clerk sha11 set forth the reason or reasons for the denial in a 
letter or other writing given to the applicant. 

(4) The permit shaJI authorize medical marijuana use for one year from its 
date of issuance, but not thereafter. The permit may be renewed annually. 
An applicant seeking an annual renewal shall complete and submit the 
Township form provided for that purpose, and shall pay any established 
fee. The application for renewal shaJI be submitted to the Township not 
later than ten days after expiration of the previous permit. The application 
shall include a true copy of the applicant's registry identification card. 
Annual renewals of the permit shall be issued by the Township Clerk, 
after completing the same review and evaluation as is required for an 
original permit. If an application for a renewed permit is denied, the 
reason or reasons for such denial shall be set forth in a letter or other 
writing given to the applicant. 

(5) A qualifying patient, a primary caregiver and any other person shall 
comply at all times with the Act and the medical marijuana rules of the 
Michigan Department of Community Health, and as they may be 
amended. 

(6) It shall be unlawful to give, sell, dispense or otherwise distribute medical 
marijuana (or any marijuana) to any person other than a qualifying patient 
or primary caregiver. 

(7) It shall be unlawful to purchase or otherwise obtain medical marijuana ( or 
any marijuana) from any person or source other than a primary caregiver 
who is authorized under the Act to dispense or provide medical marijuana 
to a specified person. 

(f) No provision in this section is intended to grant, nor shall any such provision be 
construed as granting, immunity from prosecution for the cultivation, sale, 
consumption, use, distribution or possession of marijuana which is not in 
compliance with the Act and the applicable rules of the Michigan Department of 
Community Health. 

(g) Inasmuch as federal laws are not affected by the Act or this section, no provision 
of this section is intended to grant, nor shall any such provision be construed as 
granting, immunity from prosecution under the laws of the United States. The 
Act and this section do not protect qualifying patients, primary caregivers or 
others from federal prosecution or from seizure of their property by federal 
authorities under the Federal Controlled Substances Act, in cases in which such 
statute may apply. 

Township of Pierson Zoning Ordinance 
Revised October 2010 

General Provisions 
Page 4-32 



) 

CHAPTERS 
AG AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 

Section 5.01. Description and Purpose. This district is intended primarily for farming, 
animal husbandry, dairying, and other agricultural activities. 

Section 5.02. Permitted Uses. Land, buildings and structures in this district may be used for 
the following purposes only: 

(a) Farms and farming activities, on parcels of land not less than ten acres in area, 
conducted in accordance with generally accepted agricultural and management 
practices approved by the Michigan Commission of Agriculture, except intensive 
livestock operations. 

(b) Single family dwellings. 

( c) Orchards, vineyards, apiaries, kennels, stables and the processing and sale of 
livestock and farm produce produced on the premises. 

( d) Greenhouses and nurseries, including the outdoor display and sale of products 
grown on the premises. 

( e) Seasonal roadside stands not exceeding 200 square feet for produce grown on the 
premises. 

(f) Accessory buildings, structures and uses customarily incidental to any permitted 
use or special land use. 

(g) Family daycare homes for not more than six minor children. 

(h) State licensed adult foster care family homes for not more than six adults. 

Section 5.03. Special Land Uses. The following uses may be permitted as special land uses 
subject to the requirements of Chapter 15: 

(a) Private and public schools, libraries, museums, and similar uses, when owned and 
operated by a governmental agency or nonprofit organization. 

(b) Parks, camps, campgrounds, playgrounds, community centers, churches, 
governmental, administration, or service buildings which are owned and operated 
by a governmental agency or a nonprofit organization. 

( c) Golf courses, country clubs, commercial riding stables, private recreation areas 
and publicly-owned athletic grounds. 

( d) Bed and breakfast establishments. 

(e) Family daycare homes for more than six minor children. 
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(f) State licensed adult foster care family homes for more than six adults. 

(g) Junk yards; recycling stations; salvage yards; and solid waste disposal. 

(h) Roadside stands with more than 200 square feet of sales area for the sale of 
produce grown on the premises and for the limited sale of other related and 
incidental items. 

(i) Removal and processing of sand, gravel and other mineral resources. 

G) Utility and public service buildings, but essential public services such as poles, 
wires and underground utility systems shall not require special land use approval. 

(k) Fann markets which have an area greater than 800 square feet. 

(1) Intensive livestock operations complying with generally accepted agricultural and 
management practices approved by the Michigan Commission of Agriculture. 

(m) Private airfields and private landing strips. 

(n) Wind energy systems as regulated by Chapter 18B. 

( o) Geothermal energy systems as regulated by Chapter 18A. 

Section 5.04. District Regulations. Buildings and structures shall not be erected or enlarged 
unless the following requirements are satisfied: 

(a) Minimum Lot Area and Minimum Lot Width. Two and one-half acres with 
200 feet of lot width, except that the minimum lot area for a farm shall be ten 
acres. 

(b) Minimum Required Building Setbacks. 

(1) Front Yard. Fifty feet. 

(2) Side Yard. A total of 20 feet, provided that no side yard shall be less than 
ten feet. 

(3) Rear Yard. Twenty five feet. 

(4) No building shall exceed a height of 35 feet, except that barns, silos, 
windmills and other agriculturally-related buildings and structures shall 
not exceed 100 feet in height; provided, however, that windmills and 
wind-generating towers may exceed 100 feet in height if approved as a 
special land use under Section 15.46. 

Section 5.05. Minimum Floor Area. Each dwelling shall have a minimwn of 980 square 
feet of usable floor area. 
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CHAPTER6 
R-R RURAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

Section 6.01. Description and Purpose. This district is intended primarily for agricultural 
activities and single family residences. 

Section 6.02. Permitted Uses. Land, buildings and structures in this district may be used for 
the following purposes only: 

(a) Farms and farming activities, on parcels of land not less than ten acres in area, 
conducted in accordance with generally accepted agricultural and management 
practices approved by the Michigan Commission of Agriculture, except intensive 
livestock operations. 

(b) Single family dwellings. 

( c) Family daycare homes for not more than six minor children. 

(d) State-licensed adult foster care family homes for not more than six adults. 

(e) Accessory buildings, structures and uses customarily incidental to any permitted 
use or special land use. 

Section 6.03. Special Land Uses. The following uses may be permitted as special land uses 
subject to the requirements of Chapter 15: 

(a) Private and public schools, libraries, museums, and similar uses, when owned and 
operated by a governmental agency or nonprofit organization. 

(b) Parks, playgrounds, community centers, churches, governmental, administration, 
or service buildings which are owned and operated by a governmental agency or a 
nonprofit organization. 

( c) Bed and breakfast establishments. 

( d) Family daycare homes for more than six minor children. 

(e) State-licensed adult foster care family homes for more than six adults. 

(f) Removal and processing of sand, gravel and other mineral resources. 

(g) Wind energy systems as regulated by Chapter 18B. 

(h) Geothermal energy systems as regulated by Chapter 18A. 

(i) Nursing homes and convalescent homes; homes for the elderly and retired. 

Section 6.04. District Regulations. Buildings and structures shall not be erected or enlarged 
unless the following requirements are satisfied: 
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(a) Minimum Lot Area and Minimum Lot Width. One acre with 125 feet of lot 
width. 

(b) Minimum Required Building Setbacks. 

(I) Front Yard. Thirty five feet. 

(2) Side Yard. A total of 20 feet, provided that each side yard shall be not 
less than ten feet. 

(3) Rear Yard. Twenty five feet. 

( c) Maximum Building Height. Thirty five feet. 

Section 6.05. Minimum Floor Area. Each dwelling shall have a minimum of 980 square 
feet of usable floor area. 
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CHAPTERS 
LR LAKE RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

Section 8.01. Description and Purpose. This district is intended to promote and encourage 
the proper use and development of lands abutting lakes and waterways and to avoid land 
development at building densities which could lead to the unnecessary degradation of the quality 
of surface waters and associate lake and waterway environment. 

Section 8.02. Permitted Uses. Land, buildings and structures in this district may be used for 
the following purposes only: 

(a) Single family dwellings. 

(b) Family daycare homes with no more than six minor children. 

( c) State licensed adult foster care family homes with no more than six adults. 

( d) Accessory buildings, structures and uses customarily incidental to any permitted 
use or special land use. 

Section 8.03. Special Land Uses. The following uses may be permitted as a special land use 
subject to the requirements of Chapter 15: 

(a) Public and private non-commercial parks, play grounds, athletic fields and 
community center buildings. 

(b) Private and public schools, libraries, museums, and similar uses, when owned and 
operated by a governmental agency or nonprofit organization. 

( c) Bed and breakfast establishments. 

( d) Family daycare homes for more than six minor children. 

( e) State licensed adult foste~ care family homes for more than six adults. 

Section 8.04. District Regulations. 

(a) Where no public or community sewer system is provided, there shall be a 
minimum lot area of at least 20,000 square feet and a minimum lot width of not 
less than 1 00 feet. 

(b) Where a public or community sewer system is provided, there shall be a minimum 
lot area of at least 5,000 square feet and a minimum lot width of not less than 50 
feet. 

( c) Minimum Required Building Setbacks. 

(1) Front Yard. Fifty feet. 
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(2) Side Yard. A total of 20 feet, provided that no side yard shall be less than 
ten feet. 

(3) Rear Yard. Twenty five feet. 

( d) Maximum Building Height. Thirty five feet. 

Section 8.05. Minimum Floor Area. Each dwelling shall have a minimum of 980 square 
feet of usable floor area. 

Section 8.06. Other Regulations. The following additional regulations shall be complied 
with: 

(a) No private sewage disposal system, drainfield, septic tank or similar device for 
the disposal of household or human wastes shall be located in any side yard or 
between the principal structure and the waterfront unless a completely enclosed 
water tight container permitting no discharge into surrounding soil or water 
seepage into said container is used. 

(b) Accessory structures located between the waterfront and the principal dwelling 
shall comply with the side yard requirements for the principal building. Docks, 
wharves, boat houses, boat landings and similar structures shall be considered 
accessory structures and shall not extend into any lake or other body of water 
further than a distance equal to the distance of such structures from the nearest 
side lot line, and shall not extend more than 10 percent of the width of a stream or 
river into said stream or river, measured horizontally from the water line. 
Seasonal docks, boat houses, boat landings and similar structures in lakes or other 
bodies of water shall not be longer than is required to reach a water depth of four 
and one-half feet. Seasonal accessory structures located in rivers or streams shall 
not be longer than 10 percent of the width of the river or stream, as measured at 
the point of location of such structures. 

( c) Site plan approval is required for all non-residential uses and structures, and for 
all parking areas with more than four parking spaces. 

( d) Any use or structure which singly or in combination with neighboring uses or 
structures pollutes or otherwise adversely affects the water quality, cleanliness or 
safe and healthy use of lakes, streams, or other bodies of water or water supply 
within the Township is hereby declared a violation of this Ordinance. 
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CHAPTER9 
R-2 TWO-FAMILY AND MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

Section 9.01. Description and Purpose. This district is intended primarily for residential 
uses and compatible non-residential uses. Among other uses, the district provides for housing 
opportunities in addition to single family dwellings, while preserving the generally rural 
residential character of the Township. 

Section 9.02. Permitted Uses. Land, buildings and structures in this district may be used for 
the following purposes only: 

(a) Single family dwellings. 

(b) Two-family dwellings. 

(c) Family daycare homes for not more than six minor children. 

( d) State licensed adult foster care family homes for not more than six adults. 

Section 9.03. Special Land Uses. The following uses may be permitted as special land uses 
subject to the requirements of Chapter 15: 

(a) Multiple family dwellings. 

(b) Private and public schools, libraries, museums, and similar uses, when owned and 
operated by a governmental agency or nonprofit organization. 

( c) Parks, playgrounds, community centers, churches, governmental, administration, 
or service buildings which are owned and operated by a governmental agency or a 
nonprofit organization. 

( d) Bed and breakfast establishments. 

(e) Family daycare homes for more than six minor children. 

(f) State licensed adult foster care family homes for more than six adults. 

Section 9.04. 
Ordinance: 

Other Uses. The following other uses are permitted as provided in this 

(a) Accessory buildings and other accessory uses as regulated under Section 4.16. 

(b) Signs as regulated under Chapter 18. 

(c) Off-street parking and loading as regulated by Chapter 19. 

Section 9.05. • District Regulations. Buildings and structures shall not be erected or enlarged 
unless the following requirements are satisfied: 
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(a) Where no public or community sewer system is provided, there shall be a 
minimum lot area of not less than one acre and a minimum lot width of not less 
than 125 feet. 

(b) Where a public or community sewer system is provided, there shall be a minimum 
lot area of not less than 20,000 square feet and a minimum lot width of not less 
than 100 feet. 

(c) Minimum Lot Area and Minimum Lot Width for Two-Family Dwellings. 
One acre with 125 feet of lot width. 

(d) Minimum Lot Area and Minimum Lot Width for Multiple Family Dwellings. 
Two acres for the first four dwelling units plus 2,500 square feet for each 
dwelling unit in excess of four, with 200 feet minimum lot width. Overall net 
density shall not exceed four units per acre. 

(e) Minimum Required Building Setbacks for All Uses Except Multiple Family 
Dwellings. 

(1) Front Yard. Thirty five feet 

(2) Side Yard. A total of 20 feet, provided that each side yard shall be not 
less than ten feet. 

(3) Rear Yard. Twenty five feet. 

(f) Minimum Required Building Setbacks for Multiple Family Dwellings. 

(1) Front Yard. Forty five feet. 

(2) Side Yard. Thirty feet. 

(3) Rear Yard. Thirty five feet. 

(g) Maximum Building Height. Thirty five feet. 

Section 9.06. Minimum Floor Area. Each single family dwelling shall have a minimum of 
980 square feet of usable floor area. Each dwelling unit in a two-family dwelling shall have a 
minimum of 980 square feet of usable floor area. Each dwelling unit in a multiple family 
dwelling building shall have a minimum of 720 square feet of usable floor area. 
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CHAPTER 10 
R-3 MANUFACTURED HOUSING COMMUNITY DISTRICT 

Section 10.01. Description and Purpose. This district is intended to provide regulations for 
mobile home and manufactured home residential developments, so as to provide for additional 
variety in housing opportunities and choices. 

Section 10.02. Permitted Uses. Land, buildings and structures in this district may be used for 
the following purposes only: 

(a) Mobile homes located in a state-licensed mobile home park. 

(b) State-licensed mobile home parks. 

(c) Family daycare homes 

( d) State-licensed adult foster care homes 

Section 10.03. Special Land Uses. The following use may be permitted as a special land use 
subject to the requirements of Chapter 15: 

(a) Utility and public service buildings, without storage yards. 

Section 10.04. Other Uses. Except in state-licensed manufactured housing communities, the 
) following other uses may be permitted as provided in this Ordinance: 

(a) Accessory buildings and other accessory uses as regulated under Section 4.16. 

(b) Signs as regulated under Chapter 18. 

(c) Off-street parking and loading as-regulated by Chapter 19. 

Accessory buildings, accessory uses, signs, and off-street parking and loading are 
permitted in a state-licensed manufactured housing community only if permitted by and as 
regulated by Sections 10.05 through 10.07 of this Ordinance. 

Section 10.05. Manufactured Housing Community Requirements. All manufactured 
housing communities shall comply with the following design requirements: 

(a) Access and Roads. 

(1) The community's internal roads shall have access to a public thoroughfare 
or shall be connected to a public thoroughfare by a permanent easement. 

(2) Two access points shall be provided to a public thoroughfare to allow a 
secondary access for emergency vehicles. A boulevard entrance extending 
to the first intersection of a community road shall be interpreted as 
satisfying this requirement. 
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(3) All internal roads shall be constructed of concrete or bituminous asphalt 
and supported by a suitable subgrade in compliance with the standards of 
the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
("AASHTO"). 

( 4) An internal road that has no exit at one end shall terminate with an 
adequate turning area. Parking shall not be permitted within the turning 
area. 

(5) Safe-sight distance shall be provided at intersections. 

(6) An offset at an intersection or an intersection of more than two internal 
roads is prohibited. 

(7) The following types of internal roads shall have driving surfaces that are 
not less than the following widths: 

(i) One-way, no parking 16 feet 

(ii) Two-way, no parking 21 feet 

(iii) One-way, parallel parking, one side 23 feet 

(iv) One-way, parallel parking, two sides 33 feet 

(v) Two-way, parallel parking, one side 31 feet 

(vi) Two-way, parallel parking, two sides 41 feet 

(8) All entrances to communities that have 300 or more home sites shall be a 
minimum of 30 feet in width. The entrance shall consist of an ingress lane 
and a left and right egress turning lane at the point of intersection between 
a public road and the community's internal road, and shall be constructed 
as follows: 

(i) All turning lanes shall be a minimum of ten feet in width and 60 
feet in depth, measured from the edge of the pavement of the 
public road into the community. 

(ii) The turning lane system shall be tapered into the community 
internal road system commencing at a minimum depth of 60 feet. 

(iii) The ingress and right egress turning lanes of the ingress and egress 
road shall connect to the public road with a curved line that has a 
minimum radius of 15 feet. The intersection of the public road and 
ingress and egress road shall not have squared comers. 
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(9) An orderly street name system and unit numbering system shall be 
established by the community owner and the plan of such system 
approved by the Township Fire Department. Manufactured home space 
numbers shall be located uniformly on each space, housing unit or 
identification marker, throughout the community, and street names shall 
be adequately marked at all internal road intersections. 

(10) Appropriate traffic control signs shall be provided on all internal roads, 
and a regulation stop sign shall be installed at the point of intersection 
with a public road, unless a traffic control device is provided. 

(b) Driveways. 

(1) Improved hard-surface driveways shall be provided on the site where 
necessary for convenient access to service entrances of buildings, and at 
delivery and collection points for fuel, refuse, and other materials. 

(2) The minimum width of driveways shall be ten feet. The entrance to the 
driveway shall have the flare or radii, and horizontal alignment for safe 
and convenient ingress and egress. 

( c) Resident Vehicle Parking. 

(1) All home sites shall be provided with two parking spaces. 

(2) If vehicle parking is provided on the home site, it shall be in compliance 
with both of the following provisions: 

(i) The parking space shall be constructed of concrete or bituminous 
asphalt and supported by a suitable subgrade in compliance with 
the standards of AASHTO. 

(ii) The parking spaces may be either in tandem or side by side. If 
spaces are in tandem, then the width shall not be less than ten feet 
and the combined length shall not be less than 40 feet. If spaces 
are side by side, then the combined width of the two parking 
spaces shall not be less than 19 feet and the length shall be not less 
than 20 feet. 

(3) If the two resident vehicle parking spaces required by this section are 
provided off the home site, then the parking spaces shall be within 30 feet 
of the home site and each parking space shall have a clear parking width 
of ten feet and a clear length of 20 feet. 

( 4) If parking bays are provided for resident vehicle parking, they shall 
contain individual spaces that have a clear parking width of ten feet and a 
clear length of 20 feet. 
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(d) Visitor Parking Facilities. 

(1) A minimum of one parking space for every three home sites shall be 
provided for visitor parking. 

(2) Visitor parking shall be located within 500 feet of the home sites the 
parking is intended to serve, as measured along a road or sidewalk. 

(3) If parking bays are provided for visitor parking, they shall contain 
individual spaces that have a clear parking width of ten feet and a clear 
length of 20 feet. 

(e) Sidewalks. 

(1) Sidewalks shall be constructed in the community and maintained for the 
safe and convenient movement from all home sites to principal 
destinations within the community and connection to the public sidewalks 
outside the community. Sidewalks shall be installed along one side of all 
internal collector roads within the community and to the public right-of
way and to all service facilities including but not limited to central 
laundry, central parking, and recreation areas. Sidewalks shall also be 
required along that portion of a community fronting along public 
thoroughfares. 

(2) All sidewalks shall be constructed in compliance with all of the following 
requirements: 

(i) Sidewalks shall have a minimum width of four feet and shall be 
constructed in compliance with Act 8 of the Public Acts of 1973, 
being Section 125.1361 et seq. of the Michigan Compiled Laws, an 
act which regulates sidewalks for handicappers. 

(ii) All sidewalks shall meet the standards established in Rule 928 of 
the Manufactured Housing Commission Rules and AASHTO 
standards. 

(3) An individual sidewalk with a minimum width of three feet shall be 
constructed between at least one entrance, or patio, porch, or deck if 
provided, and the parking spaces on the home site or parking bay, 
whichever is provided, or the common sidewalk. 

(f) Lighting. 

(1) Access points shall be lighted. If the public thoroughfare is lighted, then 
the illuminated level shall not be more than the average illumination level 
of the adjacent illuminated thoroughfare. 

Township of Pierson Zoning Ordinance 
Revised October 2010 

R-3 Manufactured Housing Community District 
Page 10-4 



(2) At all internal road intersections and designated pedestrian crosswalks, the 
minimum illumination shall not be less than .15 foot candle. 

(3) Internal roads, parking bays, and sidewalks shall be illuminated at not less 
than .05 foot candle. 

(4) If a community directory is provided, then it shall be illuminated at not 
less than 3 .15 horizontal foot candles on any entry on the directory. 

(g) Utilities. 

(1) All electrical, telephone, cable television, natural gas, and other utility 
services shall be installed underground and specifically designed in 
conformance with the Manufactured Housing Commission Rules. When 
separate meters are installed, each meter shall be located in a uniform 
manner on each housing site. 

(2) All manufactured housing sites and all other buildings within the 
community shall be connected to the water system of the Township, if it is 
available to the community, or to another state-approved system. The 
community water system shall conform to Parts 2-4 of the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality manufactured housing community 
standards. 

(3) Fire hydrants shall be installed in all communities for which public water 
systems are available and shall be in compliance with the requirements 
and provisions of the fire code. There shall be no more than 500 feet 
between hydrants as measured along adjacent roadways within the 
community. 

(4) All manufactured housing sites and all other buildings within the 
community shall be connected to the sanitary sewage system of the 
Township, if it is available to the community, or to another state-approved 
system. The community's sanitary sewage system shall conform to the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality manufactured housing 
community standards. 

(5) All storm sewers shall be constructed in accordance Parts 2-4 of the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality manufactured housing 
community standards. Additional requirements for a community may be 
established by the Montcalm County Drain Commissioner, pursuant to 
Section 11(3) of Public Act 96 of 1987, as amended. 

(h) Site Size, Spacing and Setback Requirements. 

(1) Home Site Area. The manufactured housing community shall be 
developed with sites averaging 5,500 square feet per manufactured 
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housing unit. This 5,500 square feet average may be reduced by 
20 percent provided that each individual site shall be equal to at least 
4,400 square feet. For each square foot of land gained through the 
reduction of the average site below 5,500 square feet, at least an equal 
amount of land shall be dedicated as open space. This open space shall be 
in addition to that required under R 125 .1946, Rule 946 and R 125 .1941 
and R 125.1944, Rules 941 and 944 of the Michigan Administrative Code, 
and Section 10.05(j) of this chapter. 

(2) Required Distances Between Homes and Other Structures. 

(i) Home sites shall be arranged to allow for, and manufactured 
homes shall be located to comply with, all of the following 
minimum separation distances, as measured from the wall/support 
line or foundation line, whichever provides the greater distance: 

(I) For a home not sited parallel to an internal road, 20 feet 
from any part of an attached structure of an adjacent home 
that is used for living purposes. 

(II) For a home sited parallel to an internal road, 15 feet from 
any part of an attached structure of an adjacent home that is 
used for living purposes if the adjacent home is sited next 
to the home on the same internal road or an intersecting 
internal road. 

(III) Ten feet from either of the following: 

(aa) The parking space on an adjacent home site. 

(bb) An attached or detached structure or accessory of an 
adjacent home that is not used for living purposes. 

(IV) Fifty feet from permanent community-owned structures, 
such as either of the following: 

(aa) Club houses. 

(bb) Maintenance and storage facilities. 

(V) One hundred feet from a baseball or softball field. 

(VI) Twenty five feet from the fence of a swimming pool. 

(ii) Attached or detached structures or accessories that are not used for 
living space shall be a minimum of ten feet from an adjacent home 
or its adjacent attached or detached structures. 
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(i) 

(iii) Any part of an accessory structure, such as steps, porches, 
supported or unsupported awnings, decks, carports or garages, or 
similar structures shall be set back the following minimum 
distances: 

(I) Ten feet from the edge of an internal road. 

(11) Seven feet from a parking bay off a home site. 

(111) Seven feet from a common sidewalk. 

(IV) Twenty five feet from a natural or man-made lake or 
waterway. 

(iv) A carport shall be in compliance with both of the following 
setbacks if it is completely open, at a minimum, on the two long 
sides and the entrance side: 

(I) Support pillars that are installed adjacent to the edge of an 
internal road shall be set back four feet or more from the 
edge of the internal road or two feet or more from the edge 
of a sidewalk. 

(II) Roof overhangs shall be set back two feet or more from the 
edge of the internal road. 

(v) Steps and their attachments shall not encroach into parking areas 
more than three and one-half feet. 

(3) Setbacks From Property Boundary Lines. 

(i) Homes, permanent buildings and facilities, and other structures 
shall not be located closer than 20 feet from the property boundary 
line of the community. 

(ii) If homes, permanent buildings and facilities, and other structures 
abut a public right-of-way, then they shall not be located closer 
than 50 feet from the boundary line. If the boundary line runs 
through the center of the public road, then the 50 feet shall be 
measured from the road right-of-way line. 

Screening/Landscaping. 
landscaped as follows: 

Manufactured housing communities shall be 

(1) If a manufactured housing community abuts an existing residential 
development, the community shall be required to provide screening along 
the boundary abutting the residential development. 
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(2) If the community abuts a non-residential development, it need not provide 
screening. 

(3) In all cases, however, a community shall provide screening along the 
boundary abutting a public right-of-way. 

( 4) The landscaping shall consist of evergreen trees or shrubs at least three 
feet in height which are spaced so they provide a continuous screen at 
maturity. Alternative screening devices may be utilized if they conceal the 
manufactured housing community as effectively as the required 
landscaping described above. 

(5) Exposed ground surfaces in all parts of the community shall be paved or 
covered with ornamental stone or protected with grass, trees, or shrubs 
that are capable of preventing soil erosion. The ground surface and all 
parts of the community shall be graded and equipped to drain all surface 
water in a safe and efficient manner. 

G) Open Space Requirements. 

(1) A community that contains 50 or more sites shall have not less than 
2 percent of the community's gross acreage dedicated to designated open 
space, but in no case less than 25,000 square feet. At least one-half of the 
required open space, up to two acres, shall be dedicated to community 
recreation uses, such as, but not limited to, picnic areas, athletic fields, 
playgrounds, walking trails, shuffleboard courts and lawn game areas. 

(2) Required setbacks may not be used in the calculation of open space area. 

(k) Site Constructed Buildings and Dwellings. 

(1) Site constructed buildings within the community such as community 
buildings or laundries, but not including manufactured homes and their 
accessory storage buildings, shall be reviewed by the Township at the time 
of submission for a building permit, unless approved as part of the original 
plan for the community. 

(2) The maximum height of any community or similar building shall not 
exceed 35 feet, or two stories in height, whichever is less. Storage or 
service buildings shall not exceed 15 feet, or one story in height. 

(3) Community or service buildings shall not be located adjacent to an 
adjoining parcel that is either zoned or developed for single family 
residential purposes. 

(4) Site-built single family dwellings may be located m a community as 
follows: 
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(i) One single family dwelling may be permitted for the exclusive use 
of the community owner or manager in a community of 30 acres or 
less. 

(ii) Two single family dwellings may be permitted for the exclusive 
use of the community owner, manager, or caretaker in a 
community in excess of 30 acres. 

(iii) Any such single family dwellings permitted under this section shall 
comply in all respects with the requirements of single family 
dwellings in the R-1 Single Family Residential District. 

(1) Signs. There shall be a maximum of one sign per road frontage with an entrance 
which shall bear only the name of the community. Such a sign shall be located 
from the street a distance equal to the setbacks established in Rule 944(2) of the 
Manufactured Housing Commission Rules. The sign may be lighted, provided 
that the source of the light is not visible and is not of the flashing or intermittent 
type. One sign, not exceeding 32 square feet in area shall be permitted for the 
first entrance provided to the community. For multiple entrances, a 16 square 
foot sign shall be permitted at each entrance after the first. Signs may be double
faced, but each side of the sign shall have identical copy and be flush with the 
other side. 

(m) RV Storage. If boats, boat trailers and utility trailers are permitted to be parked 
within the manufactured housing community, adequate parking spaces for such 
vehicles in a central or collective parking area shall be provided. This area shall 
be in addition to the automobile parking requirements of this Ordinance and shall 
be adequately locked, fenced and permanently buffered. 

(n) Compliance with Regulations. The design, layout, construction and use of a 
manufactured housing community shall in all other respects comply with the 
regulations on the design, construction and use of manufactured housing 
communities, the sale and leasing of manufactured housing lots and all other 
aspects of the construction and use of manufactured housing communities, as set 
forth in the rules of the Michigan Manufactured Housing Commission, as 
amended from time to time. 

Section 10.06. Manufactured Homes Within Manufactured Housing Communities, 
Operation of Communities. 

(a) Home Size. Manufactured homes within a community shall not contain less than 
760 square feet of area, as measured by the outside dimensions, nor have an 
outside width of less than 13 feet. 

(b) Installation. The installation of manufactured housing on each site within the 
community shall conform with the requirements of Rule 602 and Rule 602A of 
the Manufactured Housing Commission Rules. All utility connections to homes 
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within the community shall be performed in accordance with the requirements of 
Rule 603 of the Manufactured Housing Commission Rules. 

( c) Skirting shall be installed around all manufactured housing units and meet all of 
the following requirements: 

(1) Such skirting shall be compatible aesthetically with the appearance and 
construction of the manufactured housing unit. All skirting shall be 
installed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. In the event 
that such installation is delayed due to weather, or for other similar 
reasons, a temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued for a period 
not to exceed 90 days. All skirting shall meet the requirements established 
by the rules of the Michigan Manufactured Housing Commission. 

(2) Individual manufactured housing units shall be skirted around the 
perimeter of the manufactured housing unit to conceal the underbody from 
view. Skirting shall be vented in accordance with the requirements of 
Rule 604 of the Manufactured Housing Commission Rules. All skirting 
shall be manufactured of fire resistant material and certified as such by the 
manufacturer. Skirting shall be installed in a manner so as to resist 
damage under normal weather conditions and shall be properly 
maintained. 

(d) Storage of Personal Property. 

( 1) Except as otherwise noted in this Ordinance, no personal property, 
including tires, shall be stored outside or under any mobile home, or 
within carports which are open on any side. 

(2) Bicycles and motorcycles may be parked in carports. Seasonal outdoor 
storage of outdoor cooking grills is permitted so long as they are kept on 
either a finished wooden deck, a concrete or bituminous asphalt patio or 
equivalent type of surface associated with the home. 

(3) Storage sheds with a maximum area of 144 square feet may be placed 
upon any individual mobile home site for the storage of personal property. 

(e) Towing mechanisms shall be removed from all homes at the time of installation 
and stored so as not to visible from the exterior of the community. Towing 
mechanisms, including axles, may, however, be stored under manufactured homes 
within a community. 

(f) A manufactured home shall be used only as a single family dwelling. This 
provision shall not be construed to preclude the siting of model manufactured 
homes on licensed sites in a manufactured housing community. 
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(g) No manufactured home shall be occupied for dwelling purposes unless it is placed 
on a site or lot and connected to water, sanitary sewer, electrical, and other 
facilities as may be necessary, prior to building official inspection and approval. 

(h) New or pre-owned manufactured homes, which are to remain on-site in the 
manufactured housing community, may be sold by the resident, owner or a 
licensed dealer or broker, provided that manufactured housing development 
management permits the sale. 

(i) The owner or operator of any community shall be responsible for all street 
maintenance within the confines of the community and shall be responsible for all 
snow removal within the confines of the community and shall be responsible for 
picking up trash and garbage within the confines of the community. 

G) Swim.ming pools, if provided, shall be in compliance with Act 368 of the Public 
Acts of 1978, as amended, and the rules promulgated thereunder. 

(k) Individual fuel oil, liquid petroleum, or other fuel tanks or combustible personal 
property shall not be permitted to be stored in or under any home. 

(1) Each home site shall be provided with approved garbage containers that meet the 
requirements of the Manufactured Housing Commission. The containers shall be 
kept in sanitary conditions at all times. It shall be the responsibility of the 
community operator to ensure that all garbage containers do not overflow and to 
ensure that all areas within the community are maintained free from any trash or 
other discarded materials. 

(m) Every community shall be equipped with fire extinguishment equipment in good 
working order, with type, size and number so located as to be in compliance with 
Rule 702A of the Manufactured Housing Commission Rules. Each fire 
extinguisher shall be periodically examined and kept at all times in a useable 
condition in compliance with the regulations of the State Police Fire Marshal 
Division. 

Section 10.07. Review and Approval of Preliminary Manufactured Housing Community 
Plans. 

(a) Review. Prior to the establishment of a new manufactured housing community, 
an expansion of a manufactured housing community, or construction of any 
building within the community not previously approved, a plan shall be presented 
to the Planning Com.mission for its review and approval. 

(b) Application. All plans submitted to the Planning Commission for review under 
this section shall contain the following information: 

Township of Pierson Zoning Ordinance 
Revised October 2010 

R-3 Manufactured Housing Community District 
Page 10-11 



( 1) The date, north arrow and scale. The scale shall not be less than one inch 
equals 50 feet for property under three acres and at least one inch equals 
100 feet for those three acres or more. 

(2) All site and/or property lines are to be shown in dimension. 

(3) The location and height of all existing and proposed structures on and 
within the subject property, and existing within 100 feet of the subject 
property. 

( 4) The location and dimensions of all existing and proposed internal drives, 
sidewalks, curb openings, signs, exterior lighting, parking areas (showing 
dimensions of a typical parking space), unloading areas, community 
buildings, open space and recreation areas. 

(5) The location and the pavement and right-of-way width of all abutting 
roads, streets, or alleys. 

( 6) The name and firm address of the professional civil engineering, 
registered landscape architect, landscaping firm, or architectural firms 
responsible for the preparation of the site plan. 

(7) The name and address of the property owner and developer. 

(8) The location of all rubbish receptacles and landscaping and the location, 
height, and type of fences and walls. 

(9) Location of all fire hydrants, if applicable. 

(10) The number of manufactured housing sites proposed. 

(11) The submittal shall contain a narrative of the arrangements to be made for 
water supply and sewage disposal service, including approximate capacity, 
source of water supply, discharge points for sewage disposal, and 
description of storm water management facilities. 

(12) Utility and other easements. 

(13) [Reserved.] 

(14) Existing wetlands. 

(15) Proposed sign locations. 

(16) All required setbacks and separation distances. 

Provided, however, that detailed construction plans shall not be required to be 
submitted to the Township. 
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(c) Fee. Fees for the review of a manufactured housing community plan shall be 
established by resolution of the Township Board. 

(d) Decision. 

(I) The plan shall be reviewed by the Planning Commission for compliance 
with the design standards for manufactured housing communities 
contained in this chapter, and the regulations of the State Manufactured 
Housing Commission. If it is determined that the manufactured housing 
community complies with the ordinance and regulations, it shall be 
approved. 

(2) The plan shall be approved, approved with conditions, or denied within 60 
days after received by the Township, unless the applicant consents to 
allow a longer period of review. 
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CHAPTERll 
RESIDENTIAL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 

Section 11.01. Description and Purpose. This chapter is intended to allow for a variation in 
lot size and orientation to make allowances for natural features such as slopes, wetlands, lakes 
and streams. This chapter is also intended to provide a mechanism for density bonuses to 
encourage creative and innovative design which preserves natural features or the appearance of 
open and rural character. 

Section 11.02. Authorization. A Planned Unit Development ("PUD") shall be approved by 
amendment to the zoning map, with an accompanying ordinance specifying the terms and 
conditions of approval of the PUD. Approval under this chapter, including all aspects of the 
final plan and conditions imposed shall be considered as part of the Zoning Ordinance, although 
it need not be incorporated into the codified ordinances of general application. Violation of any 
provision of a planned unit development ordinance shall in all respects be considered a violation 
of the Zoning Ordinance. 

Section 11.03. Eligibility for PUD Rezoning. 

(a) Lands for which a PUD application is made must be under single ownership or 
under common control, and all parties in interest shall join in the application. The 
Township may require proof of such ownership or joint control. 

(b) The lands proposed for PUD rezoning must contain a minimum of five contiguous 
acres. 

(c) The lands must be located, at the time of application, within the R-R Rural 
Residential, the R-1 Single Family Residential, the LR Lake Residential, the R-2 
Two-Family and Multiple Family Residential, or the R-3 Mobile Home Park 
District. (The zoning district at the time of application is referred to as the 
"underlying district" in this chapter.) 

Section 11.04. Review Procedures. 

(a) Optional Preapplication Conference. Before submitting an application for a 
PUD, the applicant may meet with the Planning Commission to submit 
information regarding the proposed PUD and to confer with the Planning 
Commission about the proposed application and the PUD. 

(b) Preliminary Development Plan. 

(1) An applicant for PUD rezoning shall submit a site plan of the development 
which contains the information required for site plans according to 
Chapter 17 of this Ordinance, and which contains the following additional 
information: 

(i) A narrative describing the PUD. 
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(ii) Proposed restrictive covenants for the development. 

(iii) Wooded areas, wetlands, ponds, streams or other bodies of water. 

(iv) Proposed building envelopes and areas for drainfields and set aside 
drainfields. 

(v) Description of means proposed to dispose of sanitary sewage and 
supply potable water. 

(vi) Areas proposed to be left in a natural state, and areas proposed for 
open space uses. 

(2) If required by the Planning Commission, the preliminary development 
plan shall include additional information reasonably necessary to 
determine and consider the environmental impact of the development, 
impact on services to be provided by governmental units and school 
districts and traffic. The Planning Commission may, in addition, request 
that the applicant obtain comments from the County Health Department, 
County Road Commission, County Drain Commissioner, Department of 
Natural Resources, Department of Environmental Quality, and other 
governmental units regarding impacts on matters within their jurisdiction. 

( c) Review of Preliminary Development Plan. The Planning Commission shall 
review the preliminary development plan and make recommendations to the 
applicant regarding the PUD, together with any recommended change or 
modification thereof. The recommendations shall be based upon consideration of 
the requirements of this Ordinance and, in particular, the requirements of this 
chapter. 

(d) Advisory Public Hearing. In the course of its consideration of the preliminary 
development plan, the Planning Commission may, but is not required to, convene 
an advisory public hearing to receive public comments concerning the preliminary 
development plan. Informal notice of such advisory hearing shall be given by one 
publication and by mail to all persons to whom any real property is assessed 
within 300 feet of the lands included in the PUD, not less than seven days prior to 
the date of the advisory public hearing. Failure to give notice of such an advisory 
public hearing shall not affect the validity of the proceedings. 

( e) Final Development Plan. After receiving the recommendations of the Planning 
Commission concerning the preliminary development plan, the applicant shall 
submit a final development plan to the Township, which contains the information 
required for a preliminary development plan, and which addresses other matters 
requested by the Planning Commission. Copies of the final development plan and 
an application for PUD rezoning, shall be forwarded to the Planning Commission. 
The plan shall also state the projected time for completion of the PUD, any 
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proposed phasing of the PUD, and the projected time for completion of each 
phase. 

(f) Public Hearing on Final Development Plan. The Planning Commission shall 
hold a public hearing on the final development plan and the application for 
rezoning. Notice of the hearing shall be given in the manner required by the 
Township Rural Zoning Act. 

(g) Recommendation by Planning Commission. After public hearing, the Planning 
Commission shall make recommendations to the Township Board regarding the 
final development plan. The Planning Commission may recommend in favor of 
rezoning the lands in accordance with the final development plan; it may 
recommend against rezoning of the lands in accordance with the final 
development plan; or it may recommend such rezoning only if certain changes or 
modifications in the PUD are made or if certain specific conditions are imposed. 

(h) Consideration by Township Board. 

(1) The Planning Commission shall forward the final development plan of the 
PUD to the Township Board, together with its report and 
recommendations thereon. 

(2) The Township Board shall review the final PUD development plan, the 
record of the Planning Commission proceedings and the recommendations 
submitted by the Planning Commission. 

(3) The Township Board shall convene a public hearing on the PUD final 
development plan and the proposed ordinance to rezone the land to the 
PUD district. 

( 4) Notice of the public hearing shall be given by publication of a notice in a 
local newspaper of general circulation in the Township stating the date, 
time, place and purpose of the public hearing. The notice shall be 
published at least 15 days prior to the date of the public hearing. Public 
notice shall also be given by the mailing of the same or a similar notice by 
first-class U.S. mail to the owners of all lands within 300 feet of the lands 
proposed for PUD rezoning, as the names and addresses of the owners of 
such lands are shown in the current Township property tax assessment 
roll, as supplemented by any recent changes. 

(5) In making a decision on the PUD final development plan and the 
application for PUD rezoning, the Township Board shall determine 
whether the PUD zoning and the PUD final development plan: 

(i) Comply with the requirements for the preliminary development 
plan of the PUD as stated in Section 11. O4(b) and the requirements 
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for the final development plan of the PUD as stated m 
Section 11.04(e); 

(ii) Comply with the conditions for eligibility for PUD rezoning as 
stated in Section 11. 03; 

(iii) Comply with the other standards, conditions and requirements for 
PUDs as stated in this chapter; 

(iv) Promote the intent and purposes of this Ordinance; 

(v) Ensure that the proposed PUD will be compatible with adjacent 
uses of land, the natural environment, and the capacities of public 
services and facilities affected by the proposed PUD; and 

(vi) Ensure that the proposed PUD will be consistent with the public 
health, safety, and welfare needs of the Township. 

(6) After the public hearing and after its review and consideration of the PUD 
final development plan and the proposed PUD ordinance, the Township 
Board shall approve, approve with conditions or deny the PUD final 
development plan and the PUD ordinance. The PUD ordinance, if 
adopted, shall be an amendment in the zoning map. 

(7) The design, development, construction and use of the lands comprising the 
PUD, and all elements and features thereof, shall comply with the PUD 
ordinance as adopted by the Township Board. 

(i) Conditions of Approval. The Township Board may impose reasonable 
conditions upon approval to protect the environment and conserve natural 
resources and energy, to ensure compatibility with adjacent use of lands, and 
promote the use of land in a socially and economically desirable manner. 
Conditions imposed shall meet all of the following requirements: 

(1) Shall be designed to protect natural resources, the health, safety and 
welfare of those who will use the proposed project, residence and 
landowners immediately adjacent to the project, and the community as a 
whole. 

(2) Shall be related to the valid exercise of the police power, and the purposes 
of which are affected by the proposed project. 

(3) Shall be necessary to meet the intended purpose of this Ordinance, be 
related to the standards established in the ordinance for the proposed PUD 
under consideration, and be necessary to ensure compliance with those 
standards. 
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Section 11.05. Cluster Option for Planned Unit Development. 

(a) Planned unit development approval for clustered housing allows the creation of 
lots which do not meet the minimum standards of the underlying district. 

(b) The conditions for approval of a clustered planned unit development are: 

(I) The overall density of the project shall be equal to the density as provided 
in the underlying zoning district, not including (i) areas lying below the 
ordinary high water mark of lakes and streams, (ii) areas within the rights
of-way of public and private roads, and (iii) easements, other than 
easements to provide utility service to individual units. 

(2) The PUD shall be designed so as to help preserve natural features and the 
rural character of the land. 

(3) PUD rezoning shall result in a recognizable and substantial benefit to the 
ultimate users of the development and the Township, which would not be 
achieved by compliance with the requirements of the underlying zone by 
each lot or unit in the development. 

(4) The PUD must comply with the design standards of Section 11.7 hereof. 

Section 11.06. Bonus Density for Certain Planned Unit Developments. 

(a) Rezoning under this section can, in addition to allowing clustering as provided in 
Section 11.5, permit an increase in overall density i1_1 excess of that which would 
be permitted in the underlying district. For projects which include five or more 
building sites, approval may be given for the creation of one additional building 
site for the first five units plus one additional unit for each ten units in excess of 
five. (Example: Up to one additional site for qualifying developments with five 
to 15 units, two for developments with 16-25 units, etc.) 

(b) To qualify for a density bonus, the PUD must satisfy all of the following 
standards: 

( 1) The lands proposed for PUD rezoning must contain significant natural 
features or must be important in maintaining the rural character of the 
Township. 

(2) The PUD must be designed to have the minimal impact possible on the 
natural features to the site and the surrounding area. 

(3) Efforts to design the project to be compatible to the site must have resulted 
in additional development costs. 
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( 4) The project must substantially comply with all applicable design standards 
of Section 11.07 hereof. 

Section 11.07. General Design Standards. The following development standards shall apply 
to Residential Planned Unit Developments: 

(a) Unless otherwise provided in the ordinance for the rezoning of lands to the PUD 
District, the regulations applicable within the underlying district shall apply. As 
conditions of rezoning, the Township may provide different regulations; such 
regulations may vary among different lots in the development. 

(b) Areas in which natural vegetation and terrain are left undisturbed shall be 
provided along public roads and adjacent property lines, and shall be of sufficient 
width so as to screen buildings from adjacent roadways and properties. 

( c) Home sites shall be located toward the interior of the development, or shall be 
located behind existing natural features so as to screen dwellings from public 
roads or adjacent properties. 

( d) Building envelopes shall not be located on top of prominent hilltops, ridges or 
steep slopes, or in proximity to wetlands or other environmentally sensitive areas. 

( e) The entrance or entrances to the development shall be no wider than necessary to 
accommodate any necessary acceleration lanes and provide adequate sight 
distance. Prominent boulevards, landscaping, planters, fences and other amenities 
designed to call undue attention to the development shall not be permitted. 

(f) The location of roads, drainage structures and building sites, driveway locations, 
drainfields and drainfield locations shall be designed to minimize the clearing of 
desirable vegetation and the alteration of existing slopes and drainage patterns. 

(g) The site shall be designed so as to minimize additional runoff from roads, roofs, 
driveways and other improvements. 

(h) Roads shall be located away from areas of steep slopes. 

(i) If the roads within the PUD are to be private roads, they shall comply with the 
requirements of this Ordinance pertaining to private roads; provided, however, 
that the Township Board may, following consultation with the Township Fire 
Chief and other public safety officials as appropriate, allow a reduction in the 
minimum right-of-way and roadbed width requirements for all or a portion of a 
road, so as to minimize removal of vegetation or alteration of natural slopes. 

(j) There may be a sign identifying the name of the development, located near the 
main entrance thereof, together with such other sign or signs as may be approved 
by the Planning Commission and Township Board. All such signs shall comply 
with applicable provisions of Chapter 18 of this Ordinance. 
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(k) Provision shall be made, by recorded restrictive covenant, master deed or other 
appropriate legal means, so that areas of the PUD designated as open space and 
considered in determining overall density of the project shall remain as such. 
Areas counted as open space for one development shall not be counted as open 
space for a different development. 

(I) Areas proposed for open space may be used for agricultural purposes (not 
including animal husbandry), commercial stables, golf courses or other facilities 
for outdoor recreational activities. In the event a non-agricultural open space use 
is to be made available for use by persons other than the occupants of the 
development and their guests, only one-half of the area of the open space used 
may be included in the calculation of overall density. 

(m) Provisions for shared driveways by individual units shall be made where 
appropriate to minimize removal of vegetation or alteration of existing slopes. 

(n) Adequate provision shall be made for the disposal of sanitary sewage and the 
providing of domestic water supply. 

( o) In addition to no-disturbance zones along the perimeter of the development, 
provision shall be made for preservation of existing desirable vegetation within 
building sites, except as necessary for the construction of buildings, drainfields, 
and driveways. 
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CHAPTER 12 
C-1 NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS DISTRICT 

Section 12.01. Description and Purpose. This district is intended for certain commercial 
uses designed to offer convenience shopping and service opportunities for neighborhood areas. 
In general, these areas will be limited in size and number of locations. The regulations of the 
district are designed to ensure that the permitted and specially-approved commercial uses are 
reasonably compatible with surrounding land uses. 

Section 12.02. Permitted Uses. Land, buildings and structures in this district may be us·ed for 
the following purposes only: 

(a) Antique shop. 

(b) Automotive parts and accessories. 

(c) Bakery. 

(d) Banks and other financial institutions. 

(e) Barber shop. 

(f) Beauty salon. 

(g) Book store. 

(h) Card shop. 

(i) Child care center. 

(j) Clothing store. 

(k) Consumer electronics store. 

(1) Dry cleaning. 

(m) Florist. 

(n) Grocery store. 

(o) Hardware store. 

(p) Health and physical fitness establishments. 

(q) Ice cream store. 

(r) Jewelry store. 

(s) Meat market. 
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(t) Medical and dental clinics. 

(u) Musical instrument store. 

(v) Offices. 

(w) Pharmacy. 

(x) Photocopy and printing shop. 

(y) Photographic studio. 

(z) Restaurants and delicatessens, but excluding those with drive-in or drive-through 
facilities. 

(aa) Retail stores. 

(bb) Self-service laundry facility. 

(cc) Shoe repair shop. 

(dd) Tailor. 

( ee) Video rental and sales. 

(ff) Governmental and administrative offices. 

(gg) Mailing and packaging service. 

(hh) Computer sales and service. 

(ii) Other similar retail business or service establishments which supply convenience 
commodities or perform services primarily for residents of the surrounding 
neighborhood when authorized by the -Planning Commission. In considering such 
authorization, the Planning Commission shall consider the following standards: 

(1) The size, nature and character of the proposed use. 

(2) The proximity of the use to adjoining properties. 

(3) The parking facilities provided for the use. 

(4) Any likely traffic congestion or traffic hazard. 

(5) How well the use harmonizes with and enhances adjoining properties in 
the surrounding neighborhood. 

(6) The need for the proposed use to serve the surrounding neighborhood. 
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(7) The effect of the use on adjoining properties and the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

Section 12.03. Special Land Uses. The following uses may be permitted as a special land use 
subject to the requirements of Chapter 15: 

(a) Restaurants which have drive-up or drive-through facilities. 

(b) Motor vehicle service stations. 

( c) Vehicle repair or body shops. 

( d) Essential public service structures and buildings. 

(e) Mini-warehouses and self-storage facilities. 

(f) Taverns or bars serving beer, wine and spirits, if licensed as required by law. 

Section 12.04. Other Uses. The following other uses are permitted as provided in this 
Ordinance: 

(a) Accessory buildings and other accessory uses as regulated under Section 4.16. 

(b) Signs as regulated under Chapter 18. 

( c) Off-street parking and loading as regulated by Chapter 19. 

Section 12.05. District Regulations. Buildings and structures shall not be erected or enlarged 
unless the following requirements are satisfied: 

(a) Minimum Lot Area. None required. 

(b) Minimum Lot Width. One hundred fifty feet. 

(c) Minimum Required Building Setbacks. Forty feet. 

( d) Maximum Building Height. Thirty five feet. 

( e) All business activity shall be conducted entirely within a completely enclosed 
building except for motor vehicle parking, off-street loading, drive-through or 
drive-up facilities, limited temporary outdoor display of merchandise and repair 
of vehicles at service stations or body shops. 

(f) Site plan review and approval under Chapter 17. 

Section 12.06. Minimum Floor Area. No minimum building floor area shall be required. 
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CHAPTER13 
C-2 GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

Section 13.01. Description and Purpose. This district is intended to accommodate land uses 
which can provide commercial goods and services to residents of and visitors to the Township, 
including commercial uses which by reason of traffic or other impacts would ordinarily not be 
compatible with nearby residential areas or with a neighborhood commercial district. The 
permitted and specially-approved uses are intended to serve the community in general, including 
travelers on the major highways in and around the Towpship. 

Section 13.02. Permitted Uses. Land, buildings and structures in this district may be used for 
the following purposes only: 

(a) Any use permitted in the C-1 District. 

(b) Department or discount stores. 

( c) Retail building supply and equipment stores. 

( d) Retail nurseries and garden centers. 

(e) Funeral homes. 

(f) Indoor or outdoor commercial recreation facilities. 

(g) Utility and public service buildings, without storage yards. 

(h) Restaurants, including drive-up and drive-through facilities. 

(i) Taverns or bars serving beer, wine and spirits, iflicensed as required by law. 

G) Private clubs, fraternal organizations and lodge halls. 

(k) Computer and data processing centers. 

(1) Mailing and packaging service. 

(m) Internet-related offices and services. 

(n) Other similar retail business or service establishments which supply convenience 
commodities or perform services primarily for the motoring public and area 
residents when authorized by the Planning Commission. In considering such 
authorization, the Planning Commission shall consider the following standards: 

(1) The size, nature and character of the proposed use. 

(2) The proximity of the use to adjoining properties. 

(3) The parking facilities provided for the use. 
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) 

( 4) Any likely traffic congestion or traffic hazard. 

(5) How well the use harmonizes with and enhances adjoining properties in 
the surrounding neighborhood. 

( 6) The need for the proposed use to serve the surrounding neighborhood. 

(7) The effect of the use on adjoining properties and the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

Section 13.03. Special Land Uses. The following uses may be permitted as a special land use 
subject to the requirements of Chapter 15: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

G) 

Section 13.04. 
Ordinance: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Open air businesses. 

Contractor yards for construction equipment. 

Commercial kennels. 

Automatic and self-serve vehicle wash facilities. 

Motels and hotels. 

Theaters. 

Commercial storage warehouses. 

Warehousing, bulk storage and transport of propane, liquid petroleum, fuel oil and 
similar fuels, but not including gasoline. 

Sexually oriented business. 

Pawn shop. 

Other Uses. The following other uses are permitted as provided in this 

Accessory buildings and other accessory uses as regulated under Section 4.16. 

Signs as regulated under Chapter 18. 

Off-street parking and loading as regulated by Chapter 19. 

Section 13.05, District Regulations. Buildings and structures shall not be erected or enlarged 
unless the following requirements are satisfied: 

(a) Minimum Lot Area. None required. 

(b) Minimum Lot Width. One hundred twenty five feet. 
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( c) Minimum Required Building Setbacks. Fifty feet. 

( d) Maximum Building Height. Thirty five feet. 

(e) Site plan review and approval under Chapter 17. 

Section 13.06. Minimum Floor Area. No minimum building floor area shall be required. 

Section 13.07. Site Development Requirements. 
requirements shall be complied with: 

The following site development 

(a) The outdoor storage of goods or materials shall be prohibited in the required front 
yard. Goods or materials stored in a side yard or rear yard shall be screened from 
view from the street or from adjacent lands. 

(b) Not more than one driveway per street shall be permitted for each principal use, 
except that the Planning Commission, in connection with site plan review, may 
permit or require additional driveways, if justified by the need therefor and if the 
same can be accommodated without adverse effect upon the use of the adjacent 
street. 

(c) Parking areas may be required to be screened from the adjacent streets, m 
connection with site plan review under Chapter 17. 

( d) Lighting fixtures for parking lots shall be not higher than 20 feet and shall be 
provided with cut-off light fixtures so as to minimize the amount of light 
extending into areas outside of the parking lot. 

( e) The Planning Commission, in considering site plan approval under Chapter 17, 
may require the design and installation of service drives for motor vehicles, or 
other interior streets and drives, as a means of avoiding traffic congestion or 
improving traffic circulation, and for other purposes. 
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CHAPTER 13A 
FAMILY RECREATION PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 

Section 13A.01. Description and Purpose. This chapter is intended to allow for a wide
range of outdoor and indoor recreational and entertainment activities during all seasons. 
Commercial uses are permitted to enhance the recreational and entertainment uses within the 
district, but the primary focus of the district is to provide and foster recreational and 
entertainment activities. 

Section 13A.02. Authorization. A Family Recreation Planned Unit Development ("FR
PUD" or "PUD") shall be approved by amendment to the zoning map, approval of preliminary 
and final development plans in accordance with this chapter, with an accompanying ordinance 
specifying the terms and conditions of approval of the PUD. Approval under this chapter, 
including all aspects of the final plan and conditions imposed thereon shall be considered as part 
of the Zoning Ordinance, although it need not be incorporated into the codified ordinances of 
general application. An applicant may submit an application for rezoning of property to FR
PUD, and the Township Board may approve the rezoning of property to FR-PUD, with or 
without the submittal and approval of a preliminary or final development plan. 

Violation of any provision of a planned unit development ordinance and the final plan and 
conditions imposed thereon shall in all respects be considered a violation of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

Section 13A.03. Permitted Uses. Land, buildings and structures in this district may be used 
for the following purposes only: 

(a) Antique shows, arts and crafts sales, auctions, farmers' markets, flea markets, 
outdoor festivals and other similar uses. 

(b) Banquet halls. 

( c) Governmental, administration or service buildings which are owned and operated 
by a governmental body or agency. 

( d) Health and physical fitness establishments. 

( e) Ice cream parlors, fudge shops. 

(f) Indoor or outdoor commercial recreation facilities including, but not limited to, 
ice or roller skating, tennis, swimming, bowling, rock climbing, miniature golf. 

(g) Indoor cinema. 

(h) Outdoor amphitheaters or other outdoor concert or perfonnance venues. 

(i) Professional, semi-professional or amateur sporting teams and events (either 
conducted within an enclosed facility or outdoors). 
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G) Publicly-owned athletic grounds. 

(k) Publicly-owned swimming pools. 

(I) Public parks, public walking, hiking, biking and cross-country skiing trails. 

(m) Restaurants and delicatessens (but not including drive-in or drive-through 
restaurants). 

(n) Theaters or auditoriums (but not including drive-in theaters). 

( o) Other similar recreational or entertainment uses when authorized by the Planning 
Commission. In considering such authorization, the Planning Commission shall 
consider the following: 

(1) The size, nature and character of the proposed use. 

(2) The proximity of the use to adjoining properties. 

(3) The parking facilities provided for the use. 

(4) Any likely traffic congestion or traffic hazard. 

(5) The likelihood of adverse effects on adjoining and nearby lands. 

(6) How well the use harmonizes with and enhances the other uses existing or 
approved for the FR-PUD and the adjacent and nearby lands. 

Section 13A.04. Eligibility for Family Entertainment Planned Unit Development Zoning. 

(a) Lands for which a FR-PUD application is made shall be under single ownership 
or under the control of a single entity, but if not, then all parties in interest shall 
join in the application, unless the applicant is the Township. The Township may 
require proof of such ownership or joint control. 

(b) The Township itself may apply for the rezoning of lands to the FR-PUD District, 
but if it does so, at least eight days' written notice of the Planning Commission 
public hearing on the rezoning shall be sent by first-class regular mail to the 
owners of the lands, as such ownership is shown in the current tax assessment 
roll. 

(c) The lands proposed for FR-PUD rezoning shall contain a minimum of five 
contiguous acres. 

( d) Applications for Rezoning and Approval of Development Plan. 

(1) A property owner or the Township may submit an application for rezoning 
of property to the Family Recreation Planned Unit Development with or 
without the submittal of a preliminary development plan as described in 
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this chapter. If an applicant does not submit a preliminary development 
plan for review by the Planning Commission with the application for 
rezoning, the Planning Commission and Township Board shall proceed to 
consider the application for rezoning in accordance with this Ordinance; 
provided, however, that if the applicant's property is rezoned to the 
Family Recreation Planned Unit Development district in accordance with 
this chapter, no building permit or other approval for any use within the 
PUD shall be issued unless and until the applicant submits a preliminary 
development plan and the preliminary plan and final development plan are 
reviewed and approved in accordance with this chapter. 

(2) If rezoning of the property is approved by the Township Board, the 
applicant may submit a preliminary plan for all or a portion of the PUD. If 
a preliminary plan and final development plan for a portion of the PUD 
are submitted and approved in accordance with this chapter, the applicant 
may only develop that portion of the approved PUD. The applicant shall 
submit and obtain approval of preliminary and final development plans for 
any remaining portions of the FR-PUD. 

(3) In the case of a proposed preliminary and final development plan for only 
a portion of the PUD, the Township may in its discretion require the 
simultaneous submission of a plan for the development for all or part of 
the remaining lands in the PUD, if reasonably necessary to assure 
eventual, satisfactory development of the entire PUD. The Township may 
impose conditions on the final development plan for a portion of the PUD 
that restrict or otherwise regulate the use and development of the other 
lands in the PUD, in order that the entire PUD shall, over time, be 
developed and used in a manner consistent with the requirements and 
objectives of this chapter. 

(e) Review Procedures, 

(1) Optional Preapplication Conference. Before submitting an application 
for rezoning to a PUD and/or an application for preliminary development 
plan approval for all or a portion of a FR-PUD, the applicant may meet 
with the Planning Commission to submit information regarding the 
proposed development and to confer with the Planning Commission about 
the proposed application and the FR-PUD. 

(t) Preliminary Development Plan. 

(1) An applicant for FR-PUD rezoning or an applicant for approval of a 
development plan for all or a portion of the PUD in accordance with the 
Family Recreation PUD shall submit a site plan of the development which 
contains the information required for site plans according to Chapter 17 of 
this Ordinance, and which contains the following additional information: 
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(i) A narrative describing the PUD including the proposed uses, likely 
hours of operation for the uses within the PUD and any proposed 
phasing of the PUD. 

(ii) Proposed building envelopes and areas for drainfields and set aside 
drainfields, if required. 

(iii) If required by the Planning Commission, the preliminary 
development plan shall include an environmental impact analysis, 
traffic impact study, economic analysis, and/or other information 
on the impact of the uses within the PUD on governmental 
services, roads and highways, and the local schools and school 
district. The Planning Commission may, in addition, request that 
the applicant obtain comments from the County Health 
Department, County Road Commission, County Drain 
Commissioner, Department of Natural Resources, Department of 
Environmental Quality, and other governmental units regarding 
impacts on matters within their jurisdiction. 

(2) Review of Preliminary Development Plan. The Planning Commission 
shall review the preliminary development plan and make 
recommendations to the applicant regarding the PUD, together with any 
recommended change or modification thereof. The recommendations 
shall be based upon consideration of the requirements of this Ordinance 
and, in particular, the requirements of this chapter. 

(3) Advisory Public Hearing. In the course of its consideration of the 
preliminary development plan, the Planning Commission may, but is not 
required to, convene an advisory public hearing to receive public 
comments concerning the preliminary development plan. Informal notice 
of such advisory hearing shall be given by one publication and by mail to 
all persons to whom any real property is assessed within 300 feet of the 
lands included in the PUD, not less than seven days prior to the date of the 
advisory public hearing. Failure to give notice of such an advisory public 
hearing shall not affect the validity of the proceedings. 

(g) Final Development Plan. After receiving the recommendations of the Planning 
Commission concerning the preliminary development plan, the applicant shall 
submit a final development plan to the Township for all or a portion of the PUD, 
which contains the information required for a preliminary development plan, and 
which addresses other matters requested by the Planning Commission. Copies of 
the final development plan shall be forwarded to the Planning Commission. The 
plan shall also state the projected time for completion of the PUD, any proposed 
phasing of the PUD, and the projected time for completion of each phase. 

(h) Public Hearing on Final Development Plan. The Planning Commission shall 
hold a public hearing on the final development plan. Notice of the hearing shall 
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be given by two publications in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
Township. The first publication shall be printed not more than 30 days and not 
less than 20 days, and the second publication not more than eight days, before the 
date of the hearing. 

(i) Recommendation by Planning Commission. After public hearing, the Planning 
Commission shall make recommendations to the Township Board regarding the 
final development plan. The Planning Commission may recommend that the final 
development plan be approved; it may recommend that the final development 
plan not be approved; or it may recommend conditional approval of the final 
development plan only if certain changes or modifications in the final 
development plan are made or if certain specific conditions are imposed. 

(j) Consideration by Township Board. 

(I) The Planning Commission shall forward to the Township Board the PUD 
final development plan, the application for the rezoning of lands to the 
PUD district and other relevant materials. 

(2) The Township Board shall review the PUD final development plan, the 
record of the Planning Commission proceedings and the recommendations 
submitted by the Planning Commission. 

(3) The Township Board shall convene a public hearing on the PUD final 
development plan and the proposed ordinance to rezone the land to the 
PUD district. 

(4) Notice of the public hearing shall be given by publication of a notice in a 
local newspaper of general circulation in the Township stating the date, 
time, place and purpose of the public hearing. The notice shall be 
published at least 15 days prior to the date of the public hearing. Public 
notice shall also be given by the mailing of the same or a similar notice by 
first-class U.S. mail to the owners of all lands within 300 feet of the lands 
proposed for PUD rezoning, as the names and addresses of the owners of 
such lands are shown in the current Township property tax assessment 
roll, as supplemented by any recent changes. 

(5) In making a decision on the PUD final development plan and the 
application for PUD rezoning, the Township Board shall determine 
whether the PUD zoning and the PUD final development plan: 

(i) Comply with the standards and requirements for eligibility for 
family recreation planned unit development zoning as stated in 
Section 13A.04(a) and (c); 

(ii) Comply with the permitted uses for the family recreation PUD as 
stated in Section 13A.03; 
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(iii) Comply with the other standards, conditions and requirements for 
family recreation PUDs as stated in this chapter; 

(iv) Promote the intent and purposes of this Ordinance; 

(v) Ensure that the proposed PUD will be compatible with adjacent 
uses of land, the natural environment, and the capacities of public 
services and facilities affected by the proposed PUD; and 

(vi) Ensure that the proposed PUD will be consistent with the public 
health, safety, and welfare needs of the Township. 

(6) After the public hearing and after its review and consideration of the PUD 
plan and the proposed PUD ordinance, the Township Board shall approve, 
approve with conditions or deny the PUD plan and the PUD ordinance. 
The PUD ordinance, if adopted, shall be an amendment in the zoning map. 

(7) The design, development, construction and use of the lands comprising the 
PUD, and all elements and features thereof, shall comply with the PUD 
ordinance as adopted by the Township Board. 

(k) Conditions of Approval. The Township Board may impose reasonable 
conditions upon approval to protect the environment and conserve natural 
resources and energy, to ensure compatibility with adjacent use of lands, and 
promote the use of land in a socially and economically desirable manner. 
Conditions imposed shall meet all of the following requirements: 

(1) Shall be designed to protect natural resources, the health, safety and 
welfare of those who will use the proposed project, residence and 
landowners immediately adjacent to the project, and the community as a 
whole. 

(2) Shall be related to the valid exercise of the police power, and the purposes 
of which are affected by the proposed project. 

(3) Shall be necessary to meet the intended purpose of this Ordinance, be 
related to the standards established in the ordinance for the proposed PUD 
under consideration, and be necessary to ensure compliance with those 
standards. 
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CHAPTER14 
I-INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 

Section 14.01. Description and Purpose. This zoning district permits the compounding, 
assembling, or treatment of articles or materials, but does not permit heavy manufacturing or the 
processing of raw materials. The district also provides for certain other services and uses that are 
compatible with light industrial uses. 

Section 14.02. Permitted Uses. Land, buildings and structures in this zoning district may be 
used for the following purposes only: 

(a) The manufacture, compounding, processing, packing or treatment of such 
products as candy, cosmetics, drugs, perfumes, pharmaceuticals, toiletries, and 
food products, except the rendering or refining of fats and oils. 

(b) The compounding, assembly or treatment of articles from the following 
previously-prepared materials: canvas, cloth, cork, felt, fibers, glass, leather, 
paper, plastics, rubber, tin, wood, yarn and metals (excluding mercury). 

(c) Auto repair shops. 

( d) Contractor yards. 

( e) Crating and packing service. 

(f) Printing shops. 

(g) Sign painting and servicing shops. 

(h) Public utility service or storage yard. 

(i) Warehouses and storage. 

G) Wholesale sales. 

(k) Off-site parking lots not associated with another principal use. 

(1) Other similar light industrial uses that involve the compounding, assembly or 
treatment of goods, articles or materials, but which do not involve heavy 
manufacturing or the processing of raw materials. 

Section 14.03. Special Land Uses. The following uses may be permitted as a special land use 
subject to the requirements of Chapter 15. 

(a) Petroleum or natural gas storage located at least 500 feet from any residentially
zoned lands. 

(b) Dismantling or disassembling of used motor vehicles or parts thereof. 
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( c) Bottling plants and dairies. 

(d) Machine shop. 

( e) Biomass gasification plants as regulated by Chapter 18A. 

(f) Wind energy systems as regulated by Chapter 18B. 

Section 14.04. Other Uses. The following other uses are permitted as provided in this 
Ordinance: 

(a) Accessory buildings and other accessory uses as regulated under Section 4.16. 

(b) Signs as regulated under Chapter 18. 

( c) Off-street parking and loading as regulated by Chapter 19. 

Section 14.05. District Regulations. Buildings and structures shall not be erected or enlarged 
unless the following requirements are satisfied: 

(a) Minimum Lot Area. Two acres. 

(b) Minimum Lot Width. Two hundred fifty feet. 

(c) Minimum Required Building Setbacks. 

(I) Front Yard. There shall be a front setback of not less than 50 feet. 

(2) Side Yards. There shall be total side yards of not less than 50 feet; 
provided, however, that no side yard shall be less than 25 feet. Where an 
industrial zone abuts an R-1 Single Family Residential District, or an R-2 
Two-Family and Multiple Family Residential District, a side yard setback 
of at least 50 feet shall be maintained. 

(3) Rear Yard. There shall be a rear yard of not less than 25 feet. Where an 
industrial zone abuts an R-1 Single Family Residential District, or an R-2 
Two-Family and Multiple Family Residential District, a rear yard setback 
of at least 100 feet shall be maintained. 

( d) Maximum Building Height. Forty five feet, as measured from the natural grade 
at the front of the building or structure to the highest point of the building or 
structure. 

(e) Site plan review and approval under Chapter 17. 

Section 14.06. Minimum Floor Area. No minimum building floor area shall be required. 
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Section 14.07. Site Development Requirements. 
requirements shall be complied with: 

The following site development 

(a) Any side yard or rear yard adjoining any lot or parcel of land in the R-1 or R-2 
District shall be screened by a compact hedge of deciduous or evergreen trees, 
having such minimum height as determined by the Planning Commission in its 
review and approval of the site plan under the terms of Chapter 1 7. 

(b) Ingress to and egress from any lot or parcel of land shall be designed and used so 
as to maximize pedestrian safety, ease of traffic flow and control and ready access 
by emergency vehicles and personnel. 

( c) Off-street parking and loading areas shall be designed and used so as to avoid 
significant adverse impact on adjacent and nearby lands. 

( d) Refuse and service areas shall be designed and used so as to maximize motor 
vehicle and pedestrian safety and convenience, promote ease of traffic flow and to 
minimize the effects, if any, of smoke, noise, dust, vibration or odor on adjacent 
or nearby lands. 
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CHAPTER15 
SPECIAL LAND USES 

Section 15.01. Purpose of Special Land Uses. Uses allowed as special land uses are those 
which, because of their nature, are not necessarily appropriate at all locations throughout a 
zoning district, or are appropriate only if subject to special conditions. The purpose of this 
chapter is to provide s11pndards and procedures for reviewing requests for special land uses, and 
for imposing conditions upon such uses. 

Section 15.02. Procedures for Special Land Uses. For the consideration of a special land 
use, an applicant shall do the following: 

(a) File a completed application with the Township Clerk for submission to the 
Planning Commission, together with a site plan in compliance with Chapter 17, 
and other materials and information necessary to demonstrate that all 
requirements for the applicable special land use have been met. Each such 
application shall be accompanied by the filing fee as specified by Township 
Board resolution. 

(b) Upon receipt of such application, one notice that a request for a special land use 
has been received shall be published in a newspaper which circulates within the 
Township, and shall be personally delivered or mailed to the applicant and to all 
persons to whom real property is assessed and to the occupants of all structures 
within 300 feet of the boundaries of the subject property. Such notice shall be 
given not less than five days nor more than 15 days before the date the application 
will be considered. 

(c) The notice shall state the following: 

(1) The nature of the special land use requested. 

(2) The property which is the subject of the special land use request. 

(3) When and where a public hearing will be held to consider the special land 
use application. 

(4) When and where written comments will be received concerning the 
application. 

(5) The notice shall indicate that a public hearing on the special land use 
application shall be held by the Planning Commission, or in the case of 
special land uses requiring approval by the Township Board, the notice 
shall refer to a public hearing by the Township Board, if a hearing is being 
held under subsection (d). 

(d) In the case of special land uses requiring the approval of the Township Board, 
upon the request of the applicant or a property owner or occupant of a structure 
located within 300 feet of the boundaries of the subject property, a Township 
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Board public hearing shall be held on the special land use application. The type 
and extent of notice for such hearing requested by the applicant or a property 
owner or an occupant shall be the same as that required for a Planning 
Commission public hearing on a special land use application. 

(e) In its discretion, the Planning Commission or Township Board may require 
submission of an environmental impact assessment, traffic impact study, utility 
system plan, storm water management plan, water supply system plan and other 
plans or studies, or any of them, bearing upon the operation and effects of the 
special land use. 

(f) In its review of a special land use application, the Planning Commission (or the 
Township Board, in the case of special land uses requiring Township Board 
approval) may submit the application, site plan and other materials and 
information bearing on the proposed special land use to its consulting engineer 
and other professional consultants and advisors, including the Township attorney, 
land use planning consultants, traffic engineers, governmental officials and other 
persons whose advice may be of assistance to the Planning Commission or 
Township Board in the consideration of a special land use application. 

Section 15.03. General Standards. To approve a special land use, the Planning Commission 
(or the Township Board, if the Township Board is the approving body) must find that all the 
following general standards are satisfied, in addition to any applicable standards set forth in this 
Ordinance for particular special land uses: 

(a) The special land use shall be established, laid out and operated so as not to have a 
substantial adverse effect upon adjoining or nearby lands or any of the uses 
thereof. 

(b) The special land use must not have an adverse effect on water and sewer services, 
storm water drainage, road capacity and volume of traffic and traffic safety and 
circulation. 

( c) The special land use must not have an adverse effect on police and fire services 
and other public safety and emergency services. 

( d) The special land use must not have an adverse effect on the need and demand for 
public services and the protection and preservation of natural features and natural 
resources. 

( e) The special land use shall not have an adverse impact upon other pertinent land 
use factors including but not limited to the view from adjacent and nearby lands; 
off-street parking and loading; refuse removal and similar services; control of 
noise, glare and vibration; signs; outdoor lighting. 

(f) The special land use shall have safe and reliable facilities for the collection and 
disposal of sanitary sewage and the providing and distribution of water supply. In 
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the discretion of the Planning Commission, water supply and sewage disposal 
plans shall be submitted for review by the Township's consulting engineer. 

(g) The special land use shall be consistent with the intent and purposes of this 
Ordinance and the Master Plan. 

Section 15.04. Decision. 

(a) The Planning Commission (or the Township Board with respect to any uses for 
which the Board is the approving body) shall deny, approve or approve with 
conditions a request for a special land use. The decision shall be incorporated in 
the minutes or in a separate statement containing the conclusions relative to the 
special land use under consideration, specifying the basis for the decision and any 
conditions imposed. 

(b) As to those special land uses which, according to this Ordinance, shall be 
approved through action of both the Planning Commission and the Township 
Board, the action taken by the Planning Commission shall be a recommendation 
on whether the proposed special land use shall or shall not be granted and, if 
granted, upon what conditions it shall be granted. Such recommendation shall be 
forwarded to the Township Board, and the final decision on the special land use 
shall be made by the Township Board, at a public meeting, and after considering 
the Planning Commission recommendation. In considering a recommended 
special land use, the Township Board need not convene a public hearing, nor give 
notice other than that otherwise required for a Township Board meeting, unless 
required to do so by other provisions in this Ordinance. In making its decision on 
a proposed special land use, the Township Board may adopt the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission or it may depart from the recommendation, either in 
whole or in part. 

Section 15.05. Conditions of Approval. The Planning Commission may impose reasonable 
conditions on the approval of a special land use. Said conditions shall meet the following 
requirements: 

(a) Be designed to insure public services and facilities affected by the proposed use 
or activity will be capable of accommodating increased service and facility loads 
caused by the proposed use. 

(b) Be designed to insure that said use is compatible with adjacent land uses and 
activities. 

(c) Be designed to protect natural resources, the health, safety, and welfare and the 
social and economic well being of those who will use the land use or activity 
under consideration, residents and landowners immediately adjacent to the 
proposed land use or activity, and the community as a whole. 

( d) Be related to the valid exercise of the police power and purposes which are 
affected by the proposed use or activity. 
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( e) Be necessary to meet the intent and purpose of the Zoning Ordinance, be related 
to the standards established in the ordinance for the land use or activity under 
consideration, and be necessary to insure compliance with those standards. 

(f) The conditions imposed with respect to the approval of a special land use shall 
remain unchanged except upon the mutual consent of the Planning Commission 
and the landowner. The Planning Commission shall maintain a record of 
conditions which are changed. 

Section 15.06. Expiration of Special Land Use. A special land use shall expire one year 
after it is granted, unless construction is complete or commencement of the use has substantially 
begun. The Planning Commission may, upon request by the applicant, extend the term of the 
special land use by successive periods of up to one year each upon a finding that there have been 
no changed conditions in the area which would require reconsideration of the special land use 
application or site plan. 

Section 15.07. Revocation of Special Land Use. If a violation of any of the conditions or 
standards imposed on a special land use is found to exist following inspection, the Zoning 
Administrator shall notify the owner of the premises of the special land use and the Planning 
Commission that such violation exists and that the special land use will be revoked within 15 
days of such notification. If said violation is not corrected within 15 days, the Planning 
Commission shall revoke the special land use. Furthermore, such a violation is hereby declared 
to be a violation of the Zoning Ordinance, subject to .all of the remedies and penalties provided 
for in this Ordinance. 

Section 15.08. Performance Standards, The following provisions are standards for specific 
special land uses which must be satisfied to qualify for a special land use, in addition to the 
general standards set forth in this chapter. 

Section 15.09. Churches. 

(a) Churches shall be located on a parcel of land of at least two acres in area, unless 
the Planning Commission allows a lesser area, in accordance with the general 
standards for special land uses. 

(b) Playgrounds, athletic grounds or similar recreational areas associated with a 
church may be permitted if approved by the Planning Commission. 

( c) Steeples, spires and roof ornamentation in excess of the height permitted in the 
zoning district in which a church is located may be approved by the Planning 
Commission as a special land use. 

( d) A nursery school or child care center may be operated on church property if 
approved by the Planning Commission as an additional special land use. Any 
such nursery school or child care center shall be located in the church building or 
in an accessory building located on the church property. There shall be 
appropriate and sufficient off-street parking areas, outdoor play areas, appropriate 
fencing and other design elements and features for the safety of the children 
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..) 

attending and the appropriate operation of the child care facility. The Planning 
Commission may require appropriate registration or licensing as may be required 
by law. 

Section 15.10. Schools. 

(a) The area of associated playgrounds, athletic grounds and other recreational areas 
shall be subject to approval of the Planning Commission. 

(b) Provision shall be made for adequate off-street parking area, proper vehicle 
circulation routes within the school building site and appropriate routes and 
parking area for school buses shall be provided on the site. 

(c) The location of public and private schools, in relation to public streets and other 
land uses, shall be such as to provide for convenient ingress to and egress from 
school buildings and other school facilities and so as to avoid serious adverse 
effects upon adjacent and nearby lands. 

(d) Suitable arrangements for domestic and fire protection water supply, sanitary 
sewage disposal and the handling and management of storm water drainage shall 
be provided for. 

Section 15.11. Libraries and Museums. 

(a) Libraries, museums and similar special land uses, owned and operated by a 
governmental agency or nonprofit organization, shall have direct and adequate 
access to and from a public street. 

(b) In considering the approval of a special land use for such purposes, the Planning 
Commission shall consider among other matters, the location of the facility, 
adequacy of access, sufficient off-street parking area and such other matters as 
will assure the design and operation of the facility in such a manner as to have no 
serious adverse effects upon adjacent or nearby lands. 

Section 15.12. Parks, Playgrounds and Community Centers. 

(a) Parks, playgrounds and community centers shall have direct access from and to a 
public street. Adequate off-street parking shall be provided. 

(b) Outdoor lighting shall not be brighter than necessary to provide for the safe use of 
the facility, and any such lighting shall be directed away from adjoining 
properties and public rights-of-way. 

( c) The Planning Commission may require adequate screening of the use from 
adjacent and nearby lands or may require specified setbacks from property lines, 
so as to avoid serious adverse effects upon other lands and land uses . 
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Section 15.13. Golf Courses, Country Clubs and Riding Stables. 

(a) All such uses shall have direct access to a public street. Adequate off-street 
parking shall be provided. 

(b) Outdoor lighting, if any, shall be not brighter than necessary in order to provide 
for the safe use of the facility, and all such lighting shall be directed away from 
adjoining lands and public rights-of-way. 

( c) Retail sales and restaurants, including restaurants serving alcoholic beverages, 
may be permitted as an additional special land use. 

( d) In the case of golf courses and country clubs, tees, fairways, greens and trails 
shall be arranged in a manner so as to limit stray golf shots and trespassing onto 
adjacent lands. Fencing may be required. 

( e) In the approval of a special land use, the Planning Commission may specify 
additional building setbacks from property lines, so as to avoid adverse effect 
upon adjacent lands. Screening by means of landscaping may be required. 

Section 15.14. Campgrounds. 

(a) The minimum size of a campground shall be three acres. For purposes of this 
section, a campground shall refer to an area established for camping, and shall 
include the use of tents, recreational vehicles and buildings. 

(b) The campground use shall have direct access to a public street. 

( c) All sanitary facilities shall be designed and constructed in full compliance with 
applicable county health department regulations. 

( d) The number of sites for camping use and the distance between camp sites shall be 
subject to the approval of the Planning Commission. 

( e) Adequate off-street parking area shall be provided. The Planning Commission 
may impose requirements with regard to generalized parking area, for campers 
and visitors, and also for a parking space or spaces within each individual 
campsite. 

(f) There shall be a recreation area, or other common use area within the 
campground. The Planning Commission may impose requirements on the area, 
location, landscaping and use of such common use area. 

(g) There shall be adequate provision for the proper handling of storm water 
drainage, and the Planning Commission may impose requirements relating 
thereto. 
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(h) No business or commercial uses shall take place within a campground, except for 
such convenience-goods store or location that may be approved by the Planning 
Commission, and subject to limitations and minimum requirements imposed 
thereon. 

(i) Existing campgrounds in the Township, if previously approved as a special land 
use, shall be subject to subsequent approval under this section, upon the 
expiration of any current special land use, except that in granting any such further 
special land use of an existing campground, the Planning Commission may waive 
any of the above minimum requirements, and determine that the campground may 
be lawfully nonconforming, with regard to any such waived requirements. Such 
waiver of requirements shall not apply to any campground established after the 
effective date of this Ordinance. In waiving any of such requirements for an 
existing campground, the Planning Commission may, however, impose additional 
requirements, for the purpose of causing the existing campground to conform 
more fully to the requirements of this section. 

Section 15.15. Bed and Breakfast Establishments. 

(a) The bed and breakfast establishment shall be located on lands with direct access 
to a public street. 

(b) The use shall be established only in a detached single family dwelling. 

( c) There shall be adequate off-street parking, so located as to minimize negative 
impacts upon adjacent lands. 

( d) The total number of guest rooms shall not exceed six, plus one additional guest 
room for each 10,000 square feet or fraction thereof by which the lot area of the 
property exceeds one acre, but in any event, there shall not be more than ten guest 
rooms. 

( e) Exterior refuse storage facilities shall be screened from view on all sides by a 
solid decorative fence or landscaping. 

(f) One freestanding sign shall be allowed for identification purposes only. The 
freestanding sign shall not exceed 16 square feet in area and shall not be more 
than four feet in height; it may not be illuminated. 

(g) The establishment shall also be the residence of the operator. 

(h) Breakfast may be served, but only to overnight guests and to the operator's family 
and employees. The establishment shall not be used for public restaurant 
purposes. 
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Section 15.16. Family Daycare Homes. 

(a) Family daycare homes for more than six minor children may be approved as a 
special land use by the Planning Commission. 

(b) Adequate off-street parking, including off-street pick-up and drop-off areas shall 
be provided. 

( c) There shall be adequate outdoor recreation space, sufficient for the number of 
persons being cared for in the home, and of such area as approved by the Planning 
Commission. 

( d) All applicable state licensing requirements shall be complied with. 

Section 15.17. Adult Foster Care Family Homes. 

(a) Adult foster care family homes for more than six adults shall be subject to special 
land use approval by the Planning Commission. 

(b) All such facilities shall comply with applicable state licensing requirements. 

( c) Adequate off-street parking area and adequate recreational space within the 
property shall be provided, and shall be of such area as is approved by the 
Planning Commission. 

( d) Exterior refuse storage facilities shall be screened from view on all sides by a 
decorative fence or adequate landscaping. 

Section 15.18. Junkyards, Salvage Yards and Recycling Stations. 

(a) The entire operation shall be completely enclosed by a screening fence at least 
eight feet in height or within a building. 

(b) A site development plan shall be submitted, and shall be subject to approval of the 
Planning Commission. 

( c) Specifications and detail for all screen fencing shall be submitted and shall be 
subject to approval of the Planning Commission. 

( d) The screening fence shall be of such design and material as to completely obscure 
the junk and other materials stored behind it. The area enclosed by the screening 
fence shall not include any of the area of the lands that is required for the 
minimum yard sizes under the terms of this Ordinance. 

( e) No such use shall be permitted within 200 feet of a property line or public street. 

(f) No materials or items stored or included in the use shall exceed the height of the 
screening fence. 
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Section 15.19. Roadside Stands. 

(a) Roadside stands with more than 200 square feet of sales area for the sale of 
produce grown on the premises and for other limited purposes shall be subject to 
special land use approval by the Planning Commission. 

(b) The roadside stand shall be situated a safe and adequate distance back from the 
traveled portion of the street right-of-way. 

( c) If approved by the Planning Commission, a roadside stand may sell, in addition to 
produce grown on the premises, other related goods and items, including though 
not limited to jams and jellies, cheese, small arts and crafts items, candies and 
specialized kitchen utensils. 

(d) The roadside stand shall be operated on a seasonal basis only. 

Section 15.20. Farm Markets. 

(a) Farm markets having an area greater than 800 square feet shall be subject to 
special land use approval by the Planning Commission. 

(b) There shall be direct access from a public street and adequate off-street parking 
shall be provided. 

( c) The building or other facility in which the farm market operation is conducted 
shall be located a safe and adequate distance from the traveled portion of the 
street right-of-way. 

(d) Farm markets may sell produce grown on the premises, other produce and related 
food and agricultural goods and items, including small arts and crafts. 

( e) Any outdoor lighting shall be directed downward and shall not cause adverse 
effects on adjacent or nearby lands. 

(t) Access driveways shall be located not less than 25 feet from the nearest part of 
the intersection of any street. 

(g) Outdoor refuse storage areas shall be screened on all sides. 

(h) There may be one sign identifying the farm market, with the placement, size and 
height thereof to be subject to the approval of the Planning Commission. 

Section 15.21. Intensive Livestock Operations. 

(a) The use shall comply with generally accepted agricultural and management 
practices approved by the Michigan Commission of Agriculture. 

(b) The approval of the use shall be accomplished by recommendation by the 
Planning Commission and approval by the Township Board. 
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( c) Terms and conditions imposed on the use shall be for the purpose of assuring 
compliance with generally accepted agricultural and management practices 
approved by the Michigan Commission of Agriculture. 

Section 15.22. Airfields and Landing Strips. 

(a) Private airfields and private landing strips may be allowed if authorized by the 
Planning Commission as a special land use. 

(b) Such use shall not adversely affect existing or future development of the 
Township. 

(c) The take-off and landing pattern within 1,000 feet of the end ofa runway shall not 
pass over an occupied structure. 

( d) The airfield or landing strip shall be at least 200 feet away from any property line. 

( e) The airfield or landing strip shall be so located, operated and managed as to have 
no adverse effect upon the safety of persons living in the Township. 

(f) The airfield or landing strip shall comply with all applicable rules and regulations, 
including those of the State of Michigan and the Federal Aviation Administration. 

Section 15.23. Utility and Public Service Buildings. 

(a) The materials, color and design of such buildings shall be generally compatible 
with the surrounding neighborhood. 

(b) Utility and public service buildings shall comply with the yard setback 
requirements of the district in which such buildings are located. The Planning 
Commission may, however, increase the minimum setback areas, as a condition 
of special land use approval. 

(c) Fencing and screening may be required. 

( d) Adequate driveways and off-street parking areas for the vehicles servicing the 
buildings shall be provided. 

Section 15.24. Removal and Processing of Sand, Gravel and Other Mineral Resources. 

(a) The removal or extraction of sand, gravel, soil, rock and similar natural resources 
shall be permitted only with the intent and in such manner as to meet the need for 
such natural resources to be used, or to prepare the lands for use in accordance 
with the provisions of the district in which the lands are located. 

(b) Special land use approval shall not be required where the removal or extraction of 
natural resources is located more than 500 feet from any street or property line, 
occupies not more than two acres in area and does not constitute a weekly average 
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intensity of use of more than five cubic yards of material per day and creates no 
area which fills with water, other than farm watering ponds. 

( c) An application for special land use approval for removal and processing of sand, 
gravel and other mineral resources shall include the following: 

( 1) A written legal description of all of the lands proposed for the use. 

(2) Eight copies of a plan for mineral removal, drawn and sealed by a 
registered civil engineer, and including the following: 

(i) A north arrow, scale and date. 

(ii) Shading indicating the extent of land area on which mineral 
removal operations and activities will take place. 

(iii) The location, width and grade of all easements or rights-of-way on 
or abutting the lands. 

(iv) The location and direction of all water courses and flood control 
channels which may be affected by the mineral removal 
operations. 

( v) Existing elevations of the lands at intervals of not more than five 
feet. 

(vi) Typical cross sections showing the estimated extent of overburden, 
estimated extent of mineral material location in or on the lands, 
and the water table. 

(vii) Mineral processing and storage areas. 

(viii) Proposed fencing, gates, parking areas, and signs. 

(ix) Roads for ingress to and egress from the lands, including on-site 
roads, other areas to be used for movement of vehicles and a 
description of the proposed measures to limit dust generated by 
mineral removal activities and movement of vehicles. 

(x) A map showing access routes between the subject lands and the 
nearest County Primary Arterial road. 

(xi) Areas to be used for ponding. 

( d) The applicant shall submit a narrative description and explanation of the proposed 
mineral removal operations and activities, including the date of commencement, 
proposed hours and days of operation, estimate of the type and quantity of mineral 
materials to be removed, description of extraction and processing methods, 
including proposed equipment and the noise rating of each type thereof, and a 
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summary of the procedures and practices which will be used to insure compliance 
with the conditions of this section. 

(e) A site rehabilitation plan shall be submitted. It shall include the following: 

(I) A description of the planned site rehabilitation and the end uses, including 
methods of accomplishment, phasing and timing. 

(2) A plan showing the final grades of the lands as rehabilitated, at contour 
intervals not exceeding five feet; and also including water courses, ponds 
or lakes, if any; landscaping and plantings; areas of cut and fill; and all of 
the components of the proposed end uses. 

(3) A description of the proposed methods or features which will insure that 
the end uses are feasible and will comply with the Township Master Plan 
and the requirements of this Ordinance. 

(f) The Planning Commission may require an environmental impact statement, 
engineering data, traffic impact study or other studies or information concerning 
the need for and consequences of such mineral extraction and removal. 

(g) Each site rehabilitation plan shall be reviewed by the Planning Commission so as 
to determine its compliance with all of the following standards and requirements: 

( 1) Topsoil shall be replaced on the site to a depth of not less than six inches, 
except where the end-use activities or features do not involve the planting 
of lawns or growing of vegetation. Slopes shall be graded and stabilized 
to such extent as will accommodate the proposed end-use. The plan shall 
indicate the phasing of site rehabilitation, if the same is to take place in 
phases, and if so, topsoil shall not be replaced and slopes shall be graded 
and stabilized before mineral removal operations or activities are 
commenced in another area of the site. 

(2) Final slopes shall have a ratio of not more than one foot of elevation to 
three feet of horizontal distance. 

(3) Plantings of grass, shrubs, trees, and other vegetation shall be made so as 
to maximize erosion protection, screen less attractive areas of end-uses, 
and enhance the beauty of the site as rehabilitated. 

(h) The Planning Commission may approve routes for truck movements to and from 
the removal site. Access roads within the area of operation shall have a dustless 
surface and the entry road shall be hard surfaced for such distance as required by 
the Planning Commission. 

(i) No machinery shall be located or used within 50 feet of any property or street 
line. No cut or excavation shall be made closer than 50 feet to any street right-of
way line or property line. The Planning Commission may require greater 
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distances for the location of machinery, storage or parking of equipment, or limits 
of excavation. 

(j) Proper measures may be required so as to minimize the nuisance of noise, dust 
and other adverse impacts. Limitations may be imposed upon the stockpiling of 
excavated material on the site. 

(k) During activities and operations for the removal of mineral material, no such 
material or other excavated material shall be left during weekends or overnight in 
such condition or manner as to constitute a danger to those who may enter the 
removal area. All banks of excavated material shall be graded to slopes having a 
vertical to horizontal ratio of not greater than one foot of elevation for each two 
feet of horizontal distance, after the cessation of daily operations; provided, 
however, that the Planning Commission may require some lesser daily grading 
requirement if the applicant provides a substantially constructed and maintained 
wire fence, or fence of other substantial material, of at least four feet in height, 
and so located that any slopes steeper than one foot of elevation for each two feet 
of horizontal distance cannot inadvertently be approached by persons who may 
enter the removal area. 

(l) The Planning Commission may require compliance with other conditions that 
may be necessary to ensure compliance with the terms of this section. Such 
conditions may include, though not be limited to, weed controls, erosion and 
sedimentation controls, fencing and visual screening, requirements for 
groundwater monitoring wells, preservation of trees and other vegetation and fuel 
loading and storage requirements. 

(m) An applicant for special land use approval shall submit a performance bond or 
letter of credit in accordance with the requirements of this Ordinance, naming the 
Township as the insured party and conditioned upon the timely and faithful 
performance by the applicant of all of the terms and conditions of the special land 
use. Such bond or letter of credit shall have such other terms and shall be in such 
amount as is required by the Planning Commission. 

(I) The performance bond or letter of credit shall not be refunded, reduced or 
transferred until the mineral removal operations, land reclamation or 
restoration and all other required activities have received final inspection 
and approval, and until the Planning Commission has determined that the 
applicant has fully complied with all of the terms and conditions of the 
special land use. 

(2) The timely and faithful compliance with all of the terms of the 
performance bond or letter of credit shall be a condition of mineral 
removal operations. In the absence of such compliance, or if the bond or 
letter of credit is revoked or if it expires and is not renewed, the Planning 
Commission need not approve the renewal of any special land use, even if 
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the applicant has otherwise complied with the terms of the special land 
use. 

(n) The Planning Commission may impose a time limit on the special land use. A 
renewal of the use thereafter may be permitted by the Planning Commission, upon 
such terms and with such duration as the Planning Commission may determine, 
after the same public hearing and the same public notice as is required for the 
original special land use. 

( o) The special land use may include only the excavation, processing and removal of 
mineral resources located on the lands. Other mineral resources or other materials 
may not be brought to the site for storage, processing or other purposes, except 
that additional permanent fill material may be brought to the site in compliance 
with an approved site rehabilitation plan. 

(p) No mechanical processing of natural resources shall be permitted in any district 
where such operation would be seriously detrimental to adjacent or nearby land 
uses. Mechanical processing may be limited to screening of gravel and other 
material, in the discretion of the Planning Commission, or it may also include 
crushing of gravel or stone, if authorized by the Planning Commission, and under 
such limitations as the Commission may provide. 

( q) Storm water runoff shall be directed to existing drainage systems, or shall 
otherwise be handled, in a manner approved by the Planning Commission. 

(r) The creation or enlargement of a lake, in connection with rehabilitation of the site, 
shall be permitted only where the applicant demonstrates from engineering and 
geological studies that the waters of the lake will not become polluted or stagnant. 
Any such lake shall be approved by agencies having jurisdiction, including the 
Department of Environmental Quality and the County Drain Commissioner. 

(s) No removal area, storage area, access drive, processing area or loading area shall 
be located closer than 150 feet to a principal structure on an adjoining or nearby 
property. 

(t) All structures and stored materials and equipment shall be removed from the site 
within two months of the discontinuance of the use for removal or extraction of 
natural resources. 

Section 15.25. Antennas and Towers of a Height Greater than 30 Feet. Freestanding 
radio, television and telecommunications antennas and towers (including satellite dish antennas) 
exceeding a height of 30 feet above grade, or exceeding a dimension of 15 feet in any other 
direction, including any mounting structure, may be approved by the Planning Commission as a 
special land use upon compliance with the following requirements: 

(a) Any such antenna or tower shall be permanently secured to a stable foundation. It 
shall be grounded to protect against damage from lightning. 
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(b) No part of the antenna or tower shall display any name, symbol, words or letters, 
advertising message, graphic representation or other written or pictorial matter 
visible from adjacent or nearby lands. 

( c) Any such antenna or tower shall be located only in a rear yard or side yard, unless 
otherwise permitted by the Planning Commission. It shall not be closer to a 
property line than its height, unless a lesser setback is permitted by the Planning 
Commission. 

(d) A commercial or public antenna or tower, including accessory buildings or 
structures, shall be fully enclosed by a sturdy fence, securely gated, and shall have 
such height as reasonably determined by the Planning Commission. 

( e) The antenna or tower shall not be so located or constructed so as to have a serious 
adverse effect on adjacent or nearby land uses. 

(f) The antenna or tower and the construction, installation, maintenance and 
operation thereof shall comply with all federal, state and local laws, ordinances 
and regulations. 

(g) Antennas and towers for commercial telecommunications services, including 
cellular telephone antennas and towers, shall comply with the following 
requirements: 

(1) Such antennas and towers may be required by the Planning Commission to 
be located on an existing approved tower if such location is reasonably 
feasible and practical, in the opinion of the Planning Commission, based 
upon the facts concerning the existing tower, the area to be served by the 
proposed telecommunications antenna and other relevant factors. 

(2) A proposed tower for commercial telecommunications services may be 
required, in the discretion of the Planning Commission, to be designed, 
constructed and placed so as to accommodate both the applicant's 
equipment and comparable equipment for at least two additional users. 
The Planning Commission may irequire that such towers be designed and 
constructed so as to allow for the future rearrangement of equipment upon 
the tower, and to accept equipment mounted at varying heights on the 
tower. 

(3) Towers for commercial telecommunications services shall be designed so 
as to blend, insofar as possible, into the surrowiding environment, through 
the use of color of equipment and architectural treatment, except in those 
cases where color of equipment may be dictated by state or federal 
agencies. Such towers shall be of a monopole design unless the Planning 
Commission determines that an alternative design would be satisfactory. 

(4) The Planning Commission may require that commercial 
telecommunications towers not be illuminated, unless required by state or 
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federal agencies having jurisdiction. No signs or other written or graphic 
matter not related to safety or hazard warnings shall be permitted on any 
part of the tower or associated equipment or buildings, except that a name 
identification sign may be located on an associated building. 

(5) The Planning Commission may require that commercial 
telecommunications towers, or other related structures or buildings, be 
screened with landscaping, berms, walls or a combination of any of them. 

(6) Towers for commercial telecommunications services which are abandoned 
or unused shall be removed, along with any associated buildings, 
structures or equipment within one year of the ceasing of operations, 
unless a time extension is granted by the Zoning Administrator. One time 
extension, of up to six months, shall be permitted if the Zoning 
Administrator determines that the owner or former operator of the facility 
is taking active steps to insure its removal. 

(h) The Planning Commission in its reasonable discretion may impose other terms 
and conditions regulating the construction, installation, use and maintenance of 
any such antenna or tower. Such other terms and conditions may include, though 
need not be limited to, the following: 

(1) The screening or buffering of an antenna or tower and any accessory 
buildings or structures thereof. 

(2) The timely removal of unused or unsafe antennas or towers or accessory 
buildings or structures thereof. 

(3) The prohibition on the construction or occupancy of dwellings or other 
buildings or the construction and use of other structures within a specified 
isolation distance from an antenna or tower. 

(4) The preservation of existing trees and other existing vegetation not 
required to be removed for installation of an antenna or tower; the 
reasonable restoration of trees or other vegetation removed or destroyed 
during the construction or installation of an antenna or tower or accessory 
buildings or structures thereof. 

(i) Where the effect of any of the provisions of this section would be to prevent or 
preclude the operation of amateur radio antennas (being antennas operating for 
the purpose of receiving or transmitting communications by a radio station 
described in Section 153(q) of Title 47 of the U.S. Code) and licensed by the 
Federal Communications Commission, such amateur radio antenna may be 
approved by the Planning Commission as a special land use if it is reasonably 
demonstrated that the application of any of the provisions of this section would be 
to preclude or prevent the operation of such amateur radio antenna. In granting 
any such special land use for an amateur radio antenna, the Planning Commission 
may impose reasonable conditions upon such approval, but such conditions shall 
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not interfere with the reasonable accommodation of amateur radio 
communications and such conditions, if any, shall be no more than the minimum 
practicable regulations necessary to accomplish the Township's legitimate 
purposes in regulating such amateur radio antennas. 

Section 15.26. [Reserved). 

Section 15.27. Restaurants With Drive-Up or Drive-Through Facilities. 

(a) There shall be sufficient stacking capacity for the drive-through portion of the 
restaurant so that traffic does not extend into the public right-of-way. At least ten 
stacking spaces for the service ordering station shall be provided. Stacking spaces 
shall be located so as not to interfere with vehicle circulation within the restaurant 
site. 

(b) In addition to other parking space requirements, at least three parking spaces shall 
be provided in close proximity to the exit of the drive-through portion of the 
restaurant site, so as to allow for the temporary parking of the vehicles of 
customers who are waiting for delivery of orders. 

(c) Access driveways shall be located at least 25 feet from the nearest part of a street 
intersection or any other driveway. 

(d) Outdoor speakers and lighting for the drive-through portion of the restaurant shall 
be so located that sound transmission and glare of lighting toward adjacent 
properties is minimized. 

Section 15.28. Motor Vehicle Service Stations. 

(a) Access driveways shall be located not less than 25 feet from the nearest part of a 
street intersection or any other driveway. 

(b) Pump islands shall be located at least 15 feet from any public right-of-way or lot 
line. 

(c) Where a motor vehicle service station adjoins residentially-zoned or used 
property, a solid wall or fence, six feet in height, or a substantial landscaped 
screen, six feet in height, shall be erected or planted along any common lot line. 
Such fence, wall or landscaping shall be maintained in good condition. 

( d) Inoperable vehicles left on the site shall, within two days, be stored within an 
enclosed building, or in an area screened by a solid fence not less than six feet in 
height. Such fence shall be maintained in good condition. 

( e) Storage of motor vehicle components and parts, trash, supplies or equipment 
outside of a building is prohibited. 
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(f) All equipment and activities associated with vehicle repair operations, except 
those in incidental use, such as air hoses, and except for temporary outdoor 
checking or testing of vehicles, shall be kept within an enclosed building. 

Section 15.29. Motor Vehicle Repair or Body Shops. 

(a) Access driveways shall be located not less than 25 feet from the nearest part of a 
street intersection or any other driveway. 

(b) Inoperable vehicles left on the site shall, within two days, be stored within an 
enclosed building, or in an area screened by a solid fence not less than six feet in 
height. Such fence shall be maintained in good condition. 

( c) Storage of motor vehicle components and parts, trash, supplies or equipment 
outside of a building is prohibited. 

( d) All equipment and activities associated with vehicle repair operations, except 
those in incidental use, such as air hoses, and except for temporary outdoor 
checking or testing of vehicles, shall be kept within an enclosed building. 

Section 15.30. Mini Warehouses and Self-Storage Facilities. 

(a) Adequate driveways and safe and adequate areas for circulation of vehicle traffic 
on the site shall be provided. 

(b) Any receptacles or other facilities for the outdoor disposal of trash or debris shall 
be shielded from view from adjoining lands or streets, by walls, solid fences or 
substantial landscaping. 

( c) Outdoor lighting, if any, shall be so arranged as to avoid the glare of lighting onto 
adjacent and nearby lands or streets. 

Section 15.31. Taverns or Bars Serving Beer, Wine and Spirits. 

(a) The appropriate state license shall be obtained and shall be kept in force at all 
times; the Township Board shall give its approval of the use, if such approval is a 
condition of the state licensing of the use. 

(b) Adequate, safe and convenient driveways and off-street parking areas shall be 
provided. 

( c) In determining whether to approve the special land use, the Planning Commission 
shall consider the proximity of the proposed use to adjoining properties; the extent 
to which the proposed use harmonizes with adjoining commercial and other 
properties; the general effect of the use on adjoining and nearby lands, including 
residential lands in the vicinity. 
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Section 15.32. Open-Air Businesses. 

(a) Required yard setback areas shall not be used for the sale or display of 
merchandise. 

(b) A fence or wall may be required to be constructed along or near boundaries of the 
site, so as to keep trash, paper and other debris from being carried by wind to 
other lands. 

( c) All applicable county health department regulations shall be complied with. 

( d) That portion of the site used for vehicle parking and areas used for outdoor 
display or storage shall have a durable and dustless surface, and such areas shall 
be properly graded and drained so as to dispose of all surface water. 

( e) All outdoor lighting shall be shielded so as to prevent glare from lighting onto 
adjacent lands and nearby streets. 

Section 15.33. Contractor Yards and Construction Equipment. 

(a) Adequate, safe and convenient driveways for the ingress and egress of 
construction equipment shall be provided. 

(b) Fencing of the site may be required. 

(c) The screening of all or portions of the site, from the view from adjacent lands, 
may be required, by means of solid fencing and/or substantial landscaping. Any 
such fencing or landscaping, once provided, shall be continuously maintained in 
good condition. 

( d) The portion of the site used for the driving and parking of construction vehicles 
and construction equipment shall be located a sufficient distance away from 
adjoining land so that there are no serious adverse effects upon such lands by 
reason of excessive noise, vibration, dust, dirt or other adverse effects. 

Section 15.34. Commercial Kennels. 

(a) Buildings for the housing of animals shall not be located within 200 feet of any 
property line or street right-of-way. 

(b) The minimum lot area shall be two acres. 

( c) The kennel shall include facilities for the disposal of manure and refuse and shall 
have proper insect control methods. Fencing of the site may be required. 

( d) Outdoor areas for the keeping and exercise of animals shall be located a sufficient 
distance away from adjoining lands so as to avoid adverse effects upon such lands 
by reason of noise made by the animals and so as to avoid other adverse effects. 
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Section 15.35. Automatic and Self-Serve Vehicle Wash Facilities. 

(a) There shall be sufficient stacking capacity for the drive-through portion of the 
establishment, so as to assure that vehicle traffic does not extend into a public 
right-of-way. At least ten stacking spaces for an automatic wash facility shall be 
provided. For self-service establishments, each stall shall have at least two 
stacking spaces at the entrance and one stacking space at the exit. 

(b) Safe, adequate and convenient driveways and vehicle circulation areas shall be 
provided. 

( c) Wash bays for self-service establishments shall be located at least 50 feet away 
from any residential district. 

(d) Where such establishments adjoin residentially-zoned or residentially-used 
property, a solid wall or fence, six feet in height, shall be erected along or near the 
common property line. Such fence shall be continuously maintained in good 
condition. 

( e) Outdoor lighting shall be shielded so as to prevent the glare of lighting onto 
adjacent or nearby lands or streets. 

Section 15.36. Motels and Hotels. 

(a) The minimum lot area shall be four acres. 

(b) Safe, adequate and convenient access driveways shall be provided. Such 
driveways shall be located not less than 50 feet from the nearest part of any 
intersection or from any other driveway. 

( c) Areas and facilities for the temporary outdoor accumulation of refuse shall be 
shielded from the view from adjacent lands and streets by a solid fence or 
substantial landscaping. Such fencing or landscaping shall be continuously 
maintained in good condition. 

Section 15.37. Theaters. 

(a) Adequate, safe and convenient access driveways shall be provided. Such 
driveways shall be located not less than 50 feet from the nearest part of any street 
intersection or any other driveway. 

(b) Theater buildings shall be set back at least 100 feet from any residential property 
line. 

( c) A traffic impact study may be required. Such study shall include proposed traffic 
circulation routes on the site and projected impacts of the theater operation, by 
reason of traffic and other effects, upon adjacent and nearby streets. 
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( d) Outdoor lighting shall be shielded so as to prevent the glare of lighting onto 
adjacent or nearby properties or streets. 

Section 15.38. Commercial Storage Warehouses. 

(a) The minimum lot area shall be two acres. 

(b) Adequate, safe and convenient driveways and vehicle circulation areas on the site 
shall be provided. Driveways shall be located at least 25 feet away from any 
street intersection and from other driveways. 

( c) Outdoor lighting shall be so located, and outdoor lights shall be so shielded, that 
lighting shall not adversely affect nearby lands or the adjacent streets. 

( d) Any receptacles or areas for the temporary outdoor storage of trash and debris 
shall be shielded from the view from adjacent lands and streets by a solid fence or 
substantial landscaping. Any such fence or landscaping shall be continuously 
maintained in good condition. 

Section 15.39. Warehousing, Storage and Transport of Fuels. 

(a) Warehousing, bulk storage and transport of propane, liquid petroleum, natural 
gas, fuel oil and similar fuels (not including gasoline) are subject to special land 
use approval by the Planning Commission. 

(b) All federal and state requirements for the location and construction of such 
facilities, and the installation of equipment, shall be complied with. 

( c) The site for the facilities included in the special land use shall be located on a 
state highway or a county primary road; provided, however, that in its approval of 
the special land use, the Planning Commission may approve a site for such 
facilities on a paved public street that is neither a state highway nor a county 
primary road. 

( d) No storage shall take place closer to any property line than is permitted by 
applicable state or federal regulations, but in any event, such storage shall not take 
place closer than 50 feet from any property line. There shall be no storage of 
explosive or volatile chemicals in gaseous form closer than 250 feet from any 
existing dwelling." 

( e) Adequate and safe driveways and vehicle circulation areas on the site shall be 
provided. 

(f) Fencing, outdoor lighting, security arrangements and other appropriate conditions 
may be required. 

(g) Retail sales shall not be permitted on the premises. 
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Section 15.40. Dismantling or Disassenbly of Used Motor Vehicles. 

(a) The minimum lot area shall be two acres. 

(b) The outdoor dismantling, disassembly or other work on used motor vehicles shall 
take place only behind a solid fence, enclosing all of such activity. 

( c) Outdoor storage of vehicle components and parts, trash, supplies or equipment 
shall take place only within a completely enclosing, solid fence. Any such 
materials shall not be stacked higher than the height of the fence. 

( d) There shall be safe and adequate driveways to and from the vehicle dismantling 
area. 

( e) The dismantling, disassembly or other work on used motor vehicles shall take 
place only at a location within the site that is a sufficient distance away from 
property lines, so that there are no adverse effects upon adjacent or nearby lands 
by reason of noise, vibration or other aspects of the use. 

(f) Other requirements concerning screening and fencing may be required. 

Section 15.41. Bottling Plants and Dairies. 

(a) Safe and adequate driveways for trucks and other vehicles shall be provided. 

(b) All bottling facilities and related facilities and equipment shall be located a 
sufficient distance away from property lines so that there are no serious adverse 
effects upon adjacent and nearby lands by reason of noise, vibration or other 
impacts. 

Section 15.42. Machine Shops. 

(a) The minimum lot area shall be one acre. 

(b) The principal building any accessory buildings and structures shall not be located 
within 100 feet of any residential district or the property line of any residential 
use. 

( c) Any outdoor repair or storage activities shall be adequately screened from the 
view from adjacent and nearby lands. 

Section 15.43. Light Industrial Uses Not Otherwise Permitted in District. 

(a) Light industrial uses not listed as pennitted uses in the I District may be pennitted 
if approved by the Planning Commission as a special land use. 

(b) In considering whether to approve such other light industrial uses, the Planning 
commission may impose conditions and requirements relating to driveways, 
outdoor lighting, screening and buffering, isolation distance from other uses and 
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may impose other requirements for the purpose of avoiding adverse impacts upon 
adjacent or nearby lands. 

Section 15.44. Billboards. 

(a) Billboards may be constructed, installed, maintained and used only if approved by 
the Planning Commission as a special land use in accordance with this section, 
and further, billboards may be located only within the following described lands: 

(1) Lands in the C-1, C-2 and I Districts. 

(2) Within those lands located only within one mile north and one mile south 
from the centerline of Cannonsville Road and within a strip of land 
extending not more than 100 feet east of the easterly right-of-way line of 
US-131 and not more than 100 feet west of the westerly right-of-way line 
ofUS-131. 

(b) Billboards shall be subject to all of the following requirements: 

(1) Billboards shall be located not closer than 25 feet and not further away 
than 200 feet from the nearest right-of-way line of a federal or state 
highway, provided, however, that billboards shall be located not further 
away than 100 feet from the nearest right-of-way line of Highway US-131, 
within the area described in subsection (a)(2) of this section. 

(2) Billboards shall not exceed 400 square feet in area and shall not exceed 35 
feet in height. 

(3) A billboard shall not be located closer than 1,200 feet from any other 
billboard; and further, a billboard shall not be located such that it 
interferes with, obstructs the view of, or may be confused with any 
authorized traffic sign, signal or device, nor shall any billboard otherwise 
constitute a nuisance. 

(4) Billboards may be illuminated, but no flashing lights or other intermittent 
lights shall be permitted. Illumination, if any, shall be shielded so as to 
prevent light from being directed at any part of a highway or street. A 
billboard shall not be so illuminated that it interferes with the effectiveness 
of any official traffic sign, signal or device. 

(5) The owner of a billboard shall apply for any required permit pursuant to 
the Highway Advertising Act of 1972 or other applicable state law. A 
township sign permit shall also be required, together with payment of the 
fee prescribed therefor. 

(6) Except as stated in this section, the provisions of the Highway Advertising 
Act of 1972 or other applicable state law shall regulate and control the 
size, lighting, placement and spacing of billboards or any part thereof. 
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(7) In approving a billboard as a special land use, the Planning Commission 
may impose additional terms, conditions and .limitations relating to the 
size, height, location, nature, spacing and other features of a billboard. 

Section 15.45. Solid Waste Disposal. Solid waste disposal and processing facilities for the 
receiving and processing of solid waste, excluding toxic or hazardous materials, are permitted 
only in the AG District and only if approved by the Planning Commission and Township Board 
as a special land use in accordance with the requirements of this section. 

(a) Special land use approval for solid waste disposal and processing shall be 
permitted only with the intent and in such manner as to meet a demonstrated need 
for such disposal and processing, either in the case of a new solid waste disposal 
site or for the modification or expansion of an existing solid waste disposal site. 

(b) All solid waste disposal sites must be duly licensed at all times by state and 
county agencies having jurisdiction. Unlicensed disposal sites or landfills or any 
public or private dumps are prohibited. 

( c) An application for special land use approval for solid waste disposal and 
processing shall include the following: 

(1) A written legal description of all of the lands proposed for the use. 

(2) Eight copies of a plan of the entire solid waste disposal site, drawn and 
sealed by a registered civil engineer, and including the following: 

. (i) A north arrow, scale and date. 

(ii) Shading indicating the extent of land area on which disposal and/or 
processing operations will take place. 

(iii) The location, width and grade of all easements or rights-of-way on 
or abutting the lands. 

(iv) Existing elevations of the lands at intervals of not more than five 
feet. 

(v) Proposed fencing, gates, parking areas, and signs. 

(vi) Roads for ingress to and egress from the disposal site, including 
on-site roads and other areas to be used for movement of vehicles. 

(vii) A map showing access routes between the subject lands and the 
nearest public streets. 

(viii) Written demonstration of compliance with all applicable state, 
county and other governmental regulations. 
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( d) The applicant shall submit a narrative description and explanation of the proposed 
solid waste disposal and processing operations and activities, including the date of 
commencement, proposed hours and days of operation, estimate of the quantity of 
waste to be handled and disposed of, description of the handling and processing 
methods, including proposed equipment and the noise rating of each type thereof, 
and a summary of the procedures and practices which will be used to ensure 
compliance with the conditions of this section. 

(e) An end use plan shall be submitted with the application. The plan shall include 
the following: 

(1) The proposed final use or uses of the land, following the conclusion of 
waste disposal operations, including methods of accomplishing the end 
use or end uses, the phasing thereof and the periods of time within which 
such use or uses will be achieved. 

(2) A description of all aspects of revision and rehabilitation of the site, upon 
the conclusion of waste disposal operations. 

(3) A plan showing final grades of the lands as rehabilitated and prepared for 
end uses, at contour levels not exceeding five feet; and also including all 
aspects and features of the proposed end uses. 

(4) A description of the land development methods or the proposed features of 
the land which will assure that the end uses are feasible and that they will 
comply with the Township Master Plan and the requirements of this 
Ordinance. 

(f) Each end use plan shall be reviewed by the Planning Commission and Township 
Board so as to determine the plan's compliance with all of the following standards 
and requirements: 

(1) Top soil shall be placed on the site to a depth of not less than six inches, 
except where the end use activities or features do not involve the planting 
or growing of vegetation. Slopes shall be graded and stabilized to such 
extent that they will accommodate the proposed end uses. 

(2) Final slopes shall have a ratio of not more than one foot of elevation to 
three feet of horizontal distance, or such other ratio as may be approved by 
the Planning Commission and Township Board. 

(3) Plantings of grass, trees and other vegetation shall be made so as to 
maximize erosion protection, screen less attractive areas of end uses and 
enhance the appearance of the site as rehabilitated and as prepared for the 
end uses. 

(g) A solid waste disposal and/or solid waste processing facilities, or any part thereof, 
shall not be located within 1,000 feet of any existing residential structure, nor 
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shall the site or the facility be located within one mile of any city or village limit 
or any body of water or wetland. 

(h) The area in which the waste disposal and/or processing will be located must be 
completely surrounded by a sturdy permanent fence at least six feet in height, 
with a 12-inch barbed wire barrier on the top. The fence must be equipped with 
gates that must be locked when access routes are not in use. 

(i) There must be a layer of clay of a minimum thickness of five feet, located below 
the waste disposal site, and all portions thereof, such that no liquid waste or other 
waste material of any kind will escape into the surrounding earth, groundwater or 
surface water. Such clay barrier shall be of a bowl-type design, with sides at least 
five feet thick, so as to completely surround any and all material in the disposal 
site, on all sides. The clay barrier shall be of such low permeability as to maintain 
the full integrity of the barrier on a permanent basis. 

G) At least two test wells, and more if required by the Township, shall be drilled 
down-gradient and within 75 feet of the area proposed to be used for the 
placement of wastes. Such test wells shall be monitored and tested on a monthly 
basis for purity, and copies of such tests shall be filed with the Township Clerk 
within 30 days after the taking of samples. Such monitoring and testing of the 
wells and the filing of the tests with the Township shall continue even after the 
waste disposal site is no longer actively used. 

(k) There shall be plantings of grass, shrubs, trees and other vegetation at locations 
within the solid waste disposal site, so as to screen the disposal and processing 
area and so as to assist in preventing the blowing of waste material off the site, 
prior to the burying of such material. 

(1) All waste material brought to the site and/or processed at the site shall be properly 
covered with earth or otherwise disposed of in such a manner and to such extent 
as is required by the licenses granted for the disposal operation. 

(m) The Planning Commission and Township Board may approve routes for truck 
movements to and from the waste disposal site. 

(n) No machinery shall be located or used within 50 feet of a property line or street 
line. The Planning Commission and Township Board may require greater 
distances for the location of machinery, the storage or parking of equipment or the 
limits of disposal and processing operations. 

( o) Proper measures may be required so as to minimize the nuisance of noise, dust 
and other adverse impacts. All disposal and processing shall be carried out in 
such a manner as to have no serious adverse effects upon adjacent or nearby 
lands, by reason of heat, glare, fumes, odors, dust, noise, vibration or the presence 
of large quantities of insects, rodents, vermin, bats or birds beyond the lands on 
which the solid waste disposal facility is located. 
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(p) The Planning Commission and Township Board may impose limitations on days 
and hours of operations. 

(q) The special land use may be limited in its duration. A renewal of the special use 
thereafter may be permitted by the Planning Commission and Township Board, 
upon such terms and with such duration as the Commission and the Board may 
determine, after the same public hearing and the same public notice as is required 
for an original special land use. 

(r) The application, site plan, end use plan and all other studies and materials 
pertinent to the application shall be submitted to the Township engineers and to 
other professional consultants of the Township, for their review and approval. In 
approving the special land use, the Planning Commission and Township Board 
may condition such approval upon approval of pertinent aspects of the use by the 
Township engineers and other Township professional consultants. 

(s) The Planning -Commission may require an environmental impact statement, 
engineering data, groundwater studies, traffic impact analysis and other studies or 
information concerning the need for and consequences of the solid waste disposal 
special land use, and the operations and activities that will occur as part of the 
use. 

(t) The Planning Commission and Township Board may require compliance with 
other terms and conditions appropriate to ensure compliance with the terms of this 
section. Such conditions may include, though not be limited to, fencing and 
visual screening, additional groundwater monitoring wells and the sampling 
thereof, planting of vegetation, noise control of equipment, and other 
requirements imposed for the purpose of avoiding contamination and pollution of 
the earth and groundwater and other adverse effects. 

(u) An applicant for the special land use shall submit a performance bond or letter of 
credit in accordance with the requirements of this Ordinance, naming the 
Township as the insured party and conditioned upon the timely and faithful 
performance by the applicant of all of the terms and conditions of the special land 
use. Such bond or letter of credit shall have such other terms and shall be in such 
amount as is required by the Planning Commission. 

(1) The performance bond or letter of credit shall not be refunded, reduced or 
transferred until the waste disposal operations and all other required 
activity have been completed and have received final inspection and 
approval, and until the Planning Commission and Township Board have 
determined that the applicant has fully complied with all of the terms and 
conditions of the special land use. 

(2) The timely and faithful compliance with all of the terms of the 
performance bond or letter of credit shall be a condition of the continuance 
of solid waste disposal and processing operations. In the absence of such 
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compliance, or if the bond or letter of credit is revoked or if it expires and 
is not renewed, the Planning Commission and Township Board need not 
approve the continuation of the special land use, even if the applicant has 
otherwise complied with the terms of the use. 

(v) In the event that there is a failure of compliance with any term or condition of the 
special land use approval, the Township may take all lawful action to obtain such 
compliance or to cause the cessation of the disposal and processing operations. 
Such actions may include the issuance of a stop work order and the 
commencement of any legal action authorized by law. Upon the issuance of any 
stop work order, the applicant shall promptly and fully comply therewith. Any 
failure of compliance with a stop work order shall be a violation of this 
Ordinance. 

(w) Existing landfills and solid waste disposal sites shall be subject to this section, 
except to the extent that the nonconforming use provisions of Chapter 20 may 
apply. This section shall fully apply to all expansions, extensions, additions to or 
modifications of any existing landfill or existing solid waste disposal site or 
operation. 

Section 15.46. Wind Energy Systems. Wind energy systems may be permitted as a special 
land use if approved by the Planning Commission in accordance with Chapter 18B and 
Sections 15.01 through 15.07 of this Ordinance. 

) Section 15.47. Seasonal Retail Sales in Certain Existing Buildings in the R-1 District. 
Retail sales, conducted on a seasonal basis, in certain existing buildings in the R-1 District may 
be approved by the Planning Commission as a special land use upon compliance with the 
following requirements: 

(a) Any such sales shall take place in existing buildings only. 

(b) The special land use shall be conducted only on parcels of land of 25 acres or 
more in area. 

( c) Such sales shall be conducted on a seasonal basis only and not throughout the 
year. 

(d) All sales and related activities shall take place indoors only, except for permitted 
motor vehicle parking and permitted signs. 

( e) Safe, adequate and convenient off-street parking shall be provided. 

(f) Signs shall comply with the sign requirements of the R-1 District, except that the 
Planning Commission may permit additional or larger signs as a part of its 
approval of the special land use and if such additional or larger signs do not have 
serious adverse effects upon adjacent or nearby lands used for residential 
purposes. 
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(g) In considering approval of the special land use the Planning Commission may 
include additional terms, restrictions and conditions. 

Section 15.48. Rental Storage in Certain Existing Buildings in the R-1 District. Rental 
storage of personal goods, furniture, equipment and vehicles in existing buildings in the R-1 
District may be approved by the Planning Commission as a special land use upon compliance 
with the following requirements: 

(a) Such rental storage shall take place in existing buildings only. 

(b) The special land use shall be conducted only on a parcel of land of at least 25 
acres in area. 

(c) No outdoor storage shall be permitted. 

( d) Such rental storage shall not include the establishment or operation of a 
commercial warehouse or other commercial storage. 

( e) Safe, adequate and convenient off-street parking area shall be provided. 

(f) Signs shall comply with the sign requirements of the R-1 District, except that the 
Planning Commission may permit additional or larger signs as a part of its 
approval of the special land use and if such additional or larger signs do not have 
serious adverse effects upon adjacent or nearby lands used for residential 
purposes. 

(g) In considering approval of the special land use the Planning Commission may 
include additional terms, restrictions and conditions. 

Section 15.49. Alternative Energy Facilities and Equipment in I District. Biomass 
gasification plants may be permitted by the Planning Commission as a special land use in 
accordance with Chapter 18A and Sections 15.01 through 15.07 of this Ordinance. 

Section 15.50. Sexually Oriented Business. It is not the intent of this Ordinance to suppress 
any activity protected by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution or the Michigan 
Constitution, but to enact a content neutral ordinance which addresses the adverse secondary 
effects of sexually oriented businesses. 

There are some uses which, because of their very nature, are recognized as having serious 
objectionable operational characteristics, particularly when several of them are concentrated 
under certain circumstances, thereby having a deleterious effect upon adjacent areas. Special 
regulation of these uses is necessary in order to insure that these adverse effects will not 
contribute to the blighting or downgrading of the surrounding area. These special regulations are 
itemized in this section. 

A primary goal of regulation of these uses is to prevent a concentration of the uses in any one 
area of the Township; to minimize and/or prevent the well documented adverse secondary effects 
of such uses; to insure the integrity of the Township's residential and agricultural areas; and to 
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protect the integrity of churches, synagogues or other places of religious worship, schools, 
licensed day-care facilities, parks and playgrounds, and other areas where persons congregate. 
Nothing in this section shall be construed as permitting or allowing a violation of any state or 
federal law. 

A sexually oriented business shall be permitted only if approved as a special land use under the 
terms of this chapter. It shall be subject to review and approval under Chapter 17, Site Plan 
Review, and the following provisions. 

(a) Location. A sexually oriented business shall be located only in the C-2 General 
Business District. Further, a sexually oriented business shall not be located or 
operated within 500 feet of existing specified land uses, as follows: 

(1) This requirement may be waived upon a determination by the Planning 
Commission and Township Board that a second sexually oriented business 
would not contribute to blighting or an excessive concentration of such 
uses. 

(2) Church, synagogue or other places of religious worship, park, playground, 
school, or licensed day-care facility. 

(3) Agricultural, recreational or residential zoning district, or any residential 
dwelling. 

(4) For purposes of the distance limitations, the measurement shall be made 
by extending a straight line from the property line of the sexually oriented 
business to the nearest property line occupied by any other use or to the 
property line of any church, synagogue or other place of religious worship, 
park, playground, school, licensed day-care facility, or any adjacent 
agricultural, residential or recreational district. 

(b) Signs. Any message, image or picture that depicts or refers to any specified 
anatomical area or specified sexual activity shall be prohibited. All signs shall 
comply with the requirements of Chapter 25. 

( c) Building Exterior. Upon order of the Zoning Administrator, graffiti appearing 
on any exterior surface of a building or structure shall be removed and that 
surface restored within 72 hours of :notification of the owner or person in charge 
of the premises. Adult products or services or any picture or other representation 
shall not be displayed so as to be visible from a point outside the establishment. 

( d) Lighting Requirements. 

(1) All off-street parking areas and premises entries of sexually oriented 
businesses shall be illuminated from dusk to closing hours of operation 
with a lighting system which provides an average maintained horizontal 
illumination of one foot-candle of light on the parking surface and/or 
walkways. This required lighting level is established in order to provide 
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sufficient illumination of the parking areas and walkways serving the 
sexually oriented business to help ensure the personal safety of patrons 
and employees and to reduce the incidence of vandalism and other 
criminal conduct. 

(2) The premises of all sexually oriented businesses, except adult motion 
picture theaters, shall be equipped with overhead lighting fixtures of 
sufficient intensity to illuminate every place to which patrons are 
permitted access to provide an illumination of not less than two foot
candle of light as measured at the floor level. 

(3) Adult motion picture theaters shall be equipped with overhead lighting 
fixtures of sufficient intensity to illuminate every place to which patrons 
are permitted access to provide an illumination of not less than one foot
candle of light as measured at the floor level. 

( e) Age Requirement Regulations. 

(1) It shall be unlawful to allow a person who is younger than 18 years of age 
to enter or be on the premises of a sexually oriented business at any time 
that the sexually oriented business is open for business. 

(2) It shall be the duty of the operator of each sexually oriented business to 
ensure that an attendant is stationed at each public entrance to the sexually 
oriented business at all times during such sexually oriented business' 
regular business hours. It shall be the duty of the attendant to not allow 
any person under the age of • 18 years to enter the sexually oriented 
business. It shall be presumed that an attendant knew a person was under 
the age of 18 unless such attendant asked for and was furnished a valid 
operator's, commercial operator's, or chauffeur's driver's license; or a 
valid personal identification certificate issued by the State of Michigan 
verifying that such person is 18 years of age or older. 

(f) Hours of Operation. Hours of operation of a sexually oriented business shall be 
limited to 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

(g) Other Regulations, Permits or Licenses. The provisions of this section do not 
waive or modify any other provision of this Ordinance, any other Ordinance of 
the Township, or any county, state or federal law or regulation. 

(h) Alcohol Prohibited. Open alcohol shall not be permitted in any sexually oriented 
business as defined by this Ordinance. 

(i) Information Submission. In addition to the information and documents required 
to be submitted with an application for a special land use in accordance with the 
requirements of this chapter, an applicant for a special land use to establish a 
sexually oriented business shall submit the following: 
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) 

(1) A floor plan of the premises showing the following: 

(2) 

(i) Location and dimensions of any manager's station, demonstrating 
that there is an unobstructed view from a least one of the 
manager's stations of every area of the premises to which any 
patron is permitted access for any purpose, excluding restrooms. 

(ii) Location of all overhead lighting fixtures. 

(iii) Identification of any portion of the premises in which patrons will 
not be permitted. 

(iv) The location of any stage. 

(v) Identification of the use of each room or other area of the premises. 

A current certificate and straight-line drawing, prepared within 30 days 
prior to the application, by a land surveyor depicting the property lines and 
the structures of the sexually oriented business, showing a circle extending 
1,000 feet from the property line of the property on which the business 
will be located, and depicting the property line of any church, synagogue, 
regular place of worship, park, playground, school, licensed day care 
facilities, or agricultural, recreational or residential zoning district or 
residences within 1,000 feet of the property on which the business will be 
located. 

(j) Application to be Complete. The Township Clerk shall not accept any 
application that is not complete in every detail. In the event that the Clerk 
determines that an application is incomplete, the Clerk shall notify the applicant 
accordingly. 

(k) Limit on Reapplication. No application for a sexually oriented business which 
has been denied in whole or in part shall be resubmitted for a period of one year 
from the date of the denial, except on the grounds of new evidence not previously 
available or proof of changed conditions. 

(1) Conditions Requiring Rejection of Special Land Use Application. The 
Planning Commission shall not approve a special land use application for a 
sexually oriented business if it finds one or more of the following to be true: 

(1) An applicant is under 18 years of age. 

(2) An applicant is overdue in payment to the Township of taxes, fees, fines 
or penalties assessed against the applicant or imposed upon the applicant 
in relation to a sexually oriented business. 
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(3) An applicant has failed to provide information required by the Zoning 
Ordinance or has knowingly answered a question or request for 
information falsely. 

( 4) The premises to be used for the sexually oriented business has not been 
approved by the building inspector and the zoning enforcement officer as 
being in compliance with applicable laws and ordinances. 

(5) The applicant or a director, officer, partner, member, principal manager or 
chief executive officer of the applicant has had a sexually oriented 
business license or adult business license revoked or suspended within one 
year prior to the date of application. 

(6) The applicant or a director, officer, partner, member, principal manager or 
chief executive officer of the applicant has operated a sexually oriented 
business or adult business which was determined to be a public nuisance 
under laws of any state, county, city, village or township within one year 
prior to the date of application. 

(7) The applicant is not in good standing or authorized to do business in 
Michigan. 

(8) The application fee has not been paid. 

(9) An application of the proposed sexually oriented business is in violation of 
or is not in compliance with, any of the provisions of this chapter. 

(10) The applicant or owner has been convicted of any of the following 
criminal offenses in any jurisdiction within the last ten years: 

(i) Prostitution, procuring a prostitute, or solicitation of a prostitute. 

(ii) Sale, distribution or display of obscene material. 

(iii) Sale, distribution or display of material which is harmful to minors. 

(iv) Soliciting, procuring or aiding and abetting an unlawful sexual 
performance by a minor. 

(v) Possession, sale or distribution of child pornography. 

(vi) Public lewdness. 

(vii) Indecent conduct with a child;. 

(viii) Sexual assault or rape. 

(ix) Sexual solicitation of a child. 
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(x) Contributing to the delinquency of a minor. 

(xi) Harboring a runaway child. 

(m) Inspection. An applicant or owner shall permit all representatives of the 
Township, Montcalm County and the State of Michigan to inspect the premises of 
the sexually oriented business for the purpose of insuring compliance with 
applicable law. 

(n) Exterior Structural Requirements. All sexually oriented businesses must meet 
the following exterior structural requirements: 

(1) The merchandise or activities of the sexually oriented business may not be 
visible from any point outside the business. 

(2) The exterior portion of the sexually oriented business may not utilize 
flashing lights, or any words, lettering, photographs, silhouettes, drawings, 
or pictorial representations of any manner. 

(3) It shall be unlawful for the owner or operator of a sexually oriented 
business to allow exterior portions of the sexually oriented business to be 
painted any color other than one neutral color. 

( o) Interior Structural Requirements. 

( 1) The interior of the premises shall be configured in such a manner that 
there is an unobstructed view from a manager's station of every area of the 
premises to which any patron is permitted access for any purpose 
excluding restrooms. Restrooms may not contain video reproduction 
equipment. If the premises have two or more manager's stations 
designated, then the interior of the premises shall be configured in such a 
manner that there is an unobstructed view of each area of the premises to 
which any patron is permitted access for any purpose excluding restrooms 
from at least one of the manager's station. The view required in this 
subsection shall be by direct line of sight from the manager's station. 

(2) A manager's station shall not exceed 32 square feet of floor area. 

(3) No alteration to the configuration or location of a manager's station shall 
be made without the prior approval of the Township zoning enforcement 
officer. 

(4) Viewing rooms or peep booths shall be separated from other viewing 
rooms or peep booths by a solid, opaque, uninterrupted physical divider 
which is a minimum one-inch thick and serves to prevent physical contact 
between patrons. 
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(5) No private viewing rooms or booths shall be constructed unless one side is 
always open to a central public area. No door shall be placed on any 
viewing room or peep booth, and no holes or openings shall be placed or 
allowed to remain in the wall between any two adjacent viewing rooms or 
peep booths. 

(p) Standards of Conduct. The following standards of conduct shall be adhered to 
on the premises of the sexually oriented business by all employees, managers, 
officers and agents of any sexually oriented business: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

No employee or entertainer mingling with the patrons or serving food or 
drinks shall be unclothed or in such attire, costume or clothing so as to 
expose to view any specified anatomical areas. 

No employee or entertainer shall engage in, encourage or permit any 
specified sexual activities on the premises of the sexually oriented 
business. 

No employee or entertainer while in view of the patrons on the licensed 
premises shall be unclothed or in such attire, costume or clothing so as to 
expose any specified anatomical areas, except upon a stage which shall be 
fixed and immovable at least 18 inches above the immediate floor level 
and removed at least six feet from the nearest patron or behind a solid, 
uninterrupted physical barrier which completely separates the entertainer 
from any patrons. This barrier must be a minimum of one-quarter inch 
thick and have no openings between the entertainer and any patrons. 

A list of food and drink prices shall be conspicuously posted in the 
common areas of each sexually oriented businesses offering 
entertainment. 

Any tips for entertainers shall be placed by a patron into a tip box which is 
permanently affixed in the sexually oriented business and no tip may be 
handed directly to an entertainer. A business that desires to provide for 
such tips from its patrons shall provide one or more containers to receive 
tips. Any physical contact between a patron and an entertainer is strictly 
prohibited. 

No entertainment occurring on the premises shall be visible at any time 
from the outside of the premises. 

An owner, manager or an employee shall not allow the possession, use, or 
sale of controlled substances on the premises. 

An owner, manager, or an employee shall not allow prostitution on the 
premises. 
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(9) An owner, manager, or an employee shall not allow any live specified 
sexual activity to occur in or about the premises. 

(10) An owner, manager, or an employee shall not illegally offer for sale or 
illegally allow to be consumed or possessed upon the premises, or upon 
any parking areas, sidewalks, walkways, access ways or grounds of the 
premises, narcotics or dangerous drugs or fermented malt, malt, vinous or 
spirituous beverages. 

(11) At least one manager must be on duty and situated in each manager's 
station at all times that the business is open to the public. 

(12) All doors to public areas on the premises must remain unlocked during 
business hours. 

(13) It shall be the duty of the owner, and it shall also be the duty of any agents 
and employees present in the premises to ensure that any view area or 
peep booth remains unobstructed by any doors, curtain, drapes, walls, 
merchandise, display racks or other materials at all times and to ensure 
that no patron is permitted access to any area of the premises which has 
been designated as an area in which patrons will not be permitted. 

(14) No viewing room or peep booth may be occupied by more than one person 
at any one time. 

(q) Massage Parlors. No establishment, regardless of whether it is a public or 
private facility, shall operate as a massage parlor or any similar type business 
where any physical contact with the recipient of such services is provided by a 
person of the opposite sex unless the person(s) massaging any client or customer 
is a graduate of a recognized school and certified as a massage therapist by the 
American Massage Therapy Association or by the Associated Bodywork and 
Massage Professionals. In addition: 

(1) The premises of each massage parlor may be inspected by law 
enforcement personnel or by the Township zoning enforcement officer 
during business hours and at other reasonable times to ensure compliance 
with this Ordinance. 

(2) All persons offering massages in a massage parlor shall, not less than five 
months and not more than six months following the issuance of a special 
land use approval for a massage parlor, file with the Township Clerk a 
statement from a licensed medical doctor or osteopath certifying or 
recertifying that such person has been examined within the 30 days 
immediately prior thereto and has been found to be free from all 
communicable or contagious diseases, including but not limited to, 
sexually transmitted diseases. Failure to comply with this requirement 
shall constitute grounds for revocation of special land use approval. 
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(3) No employee of a massage parlor, or any other person associated with a 
massage parlor, on the premises of a massage parlor, may offer or engage 
in any specified sexual activity. 

(4) Each massage parlor and massagist shall comply with the following 
standards: 

(i) No patron shall be serviced who is infected with any fungus or 
other skin infection; nor shall any service be performed on a patron 
exhibiting skin inflammation or eruptions. 

(ii) All massagists shall wash their hands in hot water before giving 
any service or treatment to each separate patron. 

(iii) All towels, tissues, sheets or other coverings shall be used 
singularly for each patron and discarded for laundry or disposal 
immediately after use. 

(iv) Nondisposable tools of the trade shall be disinfected after use upon 
each patron. 

(v) In any establishment in which massage services are rendered to 
members of the same sex at any one time, such persons of the same 
sex may be placed in a single, separate room, or the operators of 
the massage parlor may elect to place such persons of the same sex 
in separate enclosed rooms or booths having adequate ventilation 
to an area outside said room or booth while massage services are 
being performed. 

(vi) No massage or massage service may be carried on within any 
cubicle, room, booth, or area within a massage parlor which is 
fitted with a door capable of being locked. 

(vii) Adequate bathing, dressing, locker and toilet facilities shall be 
provided for patrons. A minimum of one tub or shower, one 
dressing room containing a separate locker for each patron to be 
served, which locker shall be capable of being locked, as well as a 
minimum of one toilet and wash basin, shall be provided by every 
massage parlor; provided, however, that if male and female patrons 
are to be served simultaneously at the establishment, separate 
bathing, a separate massage room, or rooms, separate dressing and 
separate toilet facilities shall be provided for male and female 
patrons. 

(viii) All walls, ceiling, floors, pools, showers, bathtubs, steam rooms, 
and all other physical facilities for the establishment must be in 
good repair and maintained in a clean and sanitary condition. Wet 
and dry heat rooms, steam or vapor rooms, steam or vapor 
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cabinets, shower compartments, and toilet rooms shall be 
thoroughly cleaned each day the business is in operation. Bathtubs 
and/or showers shall be thoroughly cleaned after each use. 

(5) Non-transparent uniforms or garments covering the torso shall be worn by 
massagists at all times while attending patrons. Such uniforms or garments 
shall be of a washable material and shall be kept in a clean condition. 

(r) License Required. It shall be unlawful to operate or cause to be operated a 
sexually oriented business in the Township without a valid license issued pursuant 
to the provisions of this chapter. The granting of a special land use under this 
chapter does not confer a license on the applicant. 

(s) License Application. 

(1) All applicants for a sexually oriented business license shall file an 
application for such license with the Zoning Administrator. Each 
individual applicant, partner of a partnership, member of a limited liability 
company, partner of a limited liability partnership, officer and director of a 
corporation and all managers shall be named in each application and each 
of them shall be photographed and fingerprinted by the Montcalm County 
Sheriff's Department. 

(2) The applicant must be qualified according to the provisions of this chapter 
and the premises must be inspected and found to be in compliance with 
the law by the Township building inspector and zoning enforcement 
officer. 

(3) If a person who wishes to operate a sexually oriented business is an 
individual, he or she must sign the application for a license as the 
applicant. If a corporation is listed as owner of a sexually oriented 
business or as the entity which wishes to operate such a business, each 
individual having a 10 percent or greater interest in the corporation must 
sign the application for a license as applicant, along with each officer and 
director of the corporation. If the applicant is a partnership, each partner 
must sign the application. If the applicant is a limited liability company 
each member must sign the application. If the applicant is a limited 
liability partnership each partner must sign the application. 

( 4) Applications for a license, whether original or renewal, must be made to 
the zoning enforcement officer by the intended operator of the sexually 
oriented business. Applications must be submitted by hand delivery to the 
office of the Zoning Administrator during regular working hours. The 
intended operator shall be required to give the following information on 
the application: 

(i) If the applicant is an individual, the individual shall state his legal 
name and address and any aliases. 
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(ii) If the applicant is a partnership, the partnership shall state its 
complete name, and the names and addresses of all partners and 
whether the partnership is general or limited. 

(iii) If the applicant is a limited liability company, the limited liability 
company shall state its complete name and the names and 
addresses of all of its members. 

(iv) If the applicant is a limited liability partnership, the limited 
liability partnership shall state its complete name and the names 
and addresses of all of its partners. 

(v) If the applicant is a legal entity other than a partnership, limited 
liability company or limited liability partnership, the application 
shall state its complete name, the date and place of its organization, 
the names, addresses and capacity of all officers and directors of a 
corporation and of the chief executive officer and manager for any 
other legal entity, and the name of the resident agent and the 
address of the registered office for service of process. 

(vi) The name under which the sexually oriented business is to be 
operated and a general description of the services to be provided. 

(vii) The telephone number of the sexually oriented business. 

(viii) The address and legal description of the real property on which the 
sexually oriented business is to be located. 

(ix) If the sexually oriented business is in operation, the date on which 
the owner(s) acquired the sexually oriented business for which the 
license is sought, and the date on which the sexually oriented 
business began operations as a sexually oriented business at the 
location for which the license is sought. 

(x) If the sexually oriented business is not in operation, the expected 
start-up date (which shall be expressed in number of days from the 
date of the application). If the expected start-up date is to be more 
than ten days following the date of the application, then a detailed 
explanation of the construction, repair or remodeling work or other 
cause of the expected delay and a statement of the owner's time 
schedule and plan for accomplishing the same is also required. 

(xi) Whether the applicant. or any other individual identified in the 
application had a previous sexually oriented business license under 
this chapter or other adult business ordinance from another city, 
village, township or county denied, suspended or revoked, 
including the name and location of the sexually oriented or adult 

Township of Pierson Zoning Ordinance 
Revised October 2010 

Special Land Uses 
Page 15-39 



business for which the license was denied, suspended or revoked, 
as well as the date of the denial, suspension or revocation. 

(xii) Whether the applicant or any other individuals identified in the 
application has been partner in a partnership, a member of a 
limited liability company or partnership or an officer, director, 
chief executive officer or manager of any other legal entity that is 
permitted under this chapter whose license has previously been 
denied, suspended or revoked, including the name and location of 
the sexually oriented or adult business for which the license was 
denied, suspended or revoked, as well as the date of the denial, 
suspension or revocation. 

(xiii) Whether the applicant or any other individual identified in the 
application holds any other licenses under this chapter or other 
similar sexually oriented or adult business ordinance from another 
city, village, township or county and, if so, the names and locations 
of such other permitted business. 

(xiv) The location of the proposed sexually oriented business, including 
a legal description of the property, street address and telephone 
number(s), if any. 

(xv) The applicant's mailing address and residential address. 

(xvi) The applicant's driver license number, social security number 
and/or federally issued tax identification number. 

(5) The application shall be accompanied by the following: 

(i) Payment of the application, investigation and license fees. 

(ii) If the applicant is an individual, satisfactory proof that he or she is 
at least 18 years of age. 

(iii) If the applicant is a Michigan corporation, a certified copy of the 
articles of incorporation, together with all amendments thereto, and 
a current good standing certificate. 

(iv) If the applicant is a corporation incorporated in another state, a 
certified copy of the certificate of authority to transact business in 
Michigan. 

(v) If the applicant is a partnership, a copy of the partnership 
agreement, together with all amendments thereto. 
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(vi) If the applicant is a Michigan limited partnership, a certified copy 
of the certificate of limited partnership, together with all 
amendments thereto. 

(vii) If the applicant is a limited partnership formed under the laws of 
another state, a certified copy of the Michigan certificate of 
registration. 

(viii) If the applicant is a Michigan limited liability company, a certified 
copy of the articles of organization, together with all amendments 
thereto. 

(ix) If the applicant is a limited liability company formed under the 
laws of another state, a certified copy of the Michigan certificate of 
authority. 

(x) If the applicant is a Michigan limited liability partnership, a 
certified copy of the registration of limited liability partnership, 
together with all amendments thereto. 

(xi) If the applicant is a limited liability partnership formed under the 
laws of another state, a certified copy of the Michigan registration. 

(xii) Documentation identifying the owner(s) of the real property on 
which the sexually oriented business is to be situated . 

.(xiii) If the person(s) identified as the owner(s) of the real property 
identified above is not also the owner(s) of the sexually oriented 
business, then the lease, purchase contract, purchase option 
contract, lease option contract or other document( s) evidencing the 
legally enforceable right of the owner(s) or proposed owner(s) of 
the sexually oriented business to have or obtain the use and 
possession of the real property thereof that is to be used for the 
purpose of the operation of the sexually oriented business. 

( 6) The application shall contain a statement under oath that: 

(i) The applicant has personal knowledge of the information contained 
in the application and that the information contained therein and 
furnished therewith is true and correct. 

(ii) The applicant has read the provisions of this chapter. 

(7) A separate application and license shall be required for each sexually 
oriented business. 

(t) Approval of License Application. The Zoning Administrator shall approve the 
issuance of a license to an applicant within 60 days after receipt of an application 
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if the application is complete and meets all the requirements of this chapter, 
unless he or she finds that the applicant or owner is ineligible for special land use 
approval for any of the reasons set forth in subsection (1) above. 

(u) Display of License. The license, if granted, shall state on its face the name of the 
person or persons to whom it is granted, the expiration date, and the address of the 
sexually oriented business. The license shall be posted in a conspicuous place at 
or near the entrance to the sexually oriented business so that it may be easily read 
at any time. 

(v) Denial of License. In the event that the Zoning Administrator determines that an 
applicant is not eligible for a license, the applicant shall be given notice in writing 
of the reasons for the denial within 60 days of the receipt of the application by the 
Zoning Administrator, provided that the applicant may request, in writing, that 
such period be extended for an additional period of not more than ten days at any 
time before the notice is issued in order to make modifications necessary to 
comply with this chapter. 

(w) Appeal to Board of Zoning Appeals. An applicant may appeal the decision of 
the Zoning Administrator regarding a denial of an application or the revocation of 
a license to the Board of Zoning Appeals by filing a written notice of appeal 
within 15 days after the applicant is given notice of the Zoning Administrator's 
decision. The notice of appeal shall be accompanied by a memorandum or other 
writing setting out fully the grounds for such appeal and all arguments in support 
thereof. The Zoning Administrator may submit a memorandum in response to the 
memorandum filed by the applicant on appeal. After reviewing the relevant 
information, the Board of Zoning Appeals shall vote to either uphold or overrule 
the zoning enforcement officer's decision. Such vote shall be taken within 60 
calendar days after the date on which the Board of Zoning Appeals receives the 
notice of appeal. However, the applicant shall be required to comply with the 
Zoning Administrator's decision during the pendency of the appeal. 

(x) Investigation of Applicant. Upon receipt of a properly completed application, 
together with all information required in connection therewith, fingerprints and 
photographs, and the payment of the application, investigation and license fee, the 
Zoning Administrator shall transmit the application to the Montcalm County 
Sheriffs Department for investigation of the background of each individual 
applicant, the partners of a partnership, the members of a limited liability 
company, the partners of a limited liability partnership, or the officers and 
directors of a corporation and manager of the proposed sexually oriented business. 

(y) Application Fee. Each applicant shall pay an application fee at the time of filing 
an application for a license in an amount as established from time to time by 
resolution of the Township Board. The application fee shall include the cost of 
the investigation by the Montcalm County Sheriffs Department. The application 
fee shall be non-refundable. 
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(z) License Fee. Each licensee issued a license pursuant to this chapter shall pay an 
annual license fee at the time of application for the license as herein provided. 
The annual license fee shall be established from time to time by resolution of the 
Township Board. The license fee shall be refunded if the license is not approved. 

(aa) License Renewal. Any application for renewal of a license shall be filed with the 
Zoning Administrator not less than 45 days prior to the date of expiration. The 
Zoning Administrator may, for a good cause shown, waive the requirement for 
timely filing of a renewal application. 

(bb) Term of License. All licenses issued pursuant to this chapter shall be for a term 
of one year. Said term shall commence on January 1 of each year and terminate 
upon December 31 of the same year. Applications for a license filed at any other 
time during the year shall be treated the same as if they were filed January 1 of 
that year and shall terminate on December 31 of that same year, and no proration 
fees shall be permitted. 

(cc) Revocation of License. The Zoning Administrator shall revoke a license if a 
cause of suspension occurs and the license has been suspended within the 
preceding 12 months. The Zoning Administrator shall also revoke a license if he 
or she determines that any of the following has occurred: 

(I) Any condition exists that would warrant disapproval of a license as set 
forth in this chapter; 

(2) A licensee, operator manager or employee has engaged or has allowed. 
patrons or employees to engage in acts of misconduct on the licensed 
premises in violation of any Township Ordinance, the laws of the State of 
Michigan or of the United States when the licensee, operator, manager or 
employee knew or should have known such acts were taking place; or 

(3) Repeated disturbances of public peace have occurred within the licensed 
sexually oriented business or upon any parking areas, sidewalks, access 
ways or grounds of the licensed sexually oriented business involving 
patrons, employees, or the licensee. 

( 4) When the Zoning Administrator revokes a license, the revocation shall 
continue for one year, and the licensee shall not be issued a sexually 
oriented license for one year from the date revocation became effective. 
If, subsequent to revocation, the Zoning Administrator finds that the basis 
for the revocation has been corrected or abated, a license may be 
reinstated if at least 90 days have elapsed since the date the revocation 
became effective. 

(dd) Registration of Managers, Entertainers and Employees. 

(1) No person shall work as a manager, entertainer or employee at a sexually 
oriented business without being registered under this section. 
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(2) All managers, entertainers and employees shall provide to the Township 
their legal name and any aliases, social security number, home address, 
telephone number, date of birth and satisfactory proof that they are 18 
years of age or older, and any other necessary identifying information for 
the Township to conduct a criminal background check on the manager, 
entertainer or employee. 

(3) The registration fee shall be as established from time to time by resolution 
of the Township Board. 

( 4) The owner or manager of a sexually oriented business shall provide the 
Township with the names, any aliases, dates of birth, and social security 
numbers of all managers, entertainers and employees within five days of 
employment. This information will be used to verify the information 
submitted by the manager, entertainer or employee, who must also register 
with the Township within five days of employment. 

( ee) Exemptions from Enforcement. It is a defense to prosecution under this section 
that a person appearing in a state of nudity or semi-nudity did so in a modeling 
class operated: 

(1) By a proprietary school, licensed by the State of Michigan or a college, 
junior college, or university supported entirely or partly by taxation; or 

(2) By a private college or university which maintains and operates 
educational programs in which credits are transferable to a college, junior 
college, or university supported entirely or partly by taxation. 

(ff) Reporting of Violations. Any owner, manager or employee shall immediately 
report to the Township Clerk and to the Montcalm County Sheriffs Office any 
violation of this chapter or any breach of the peace or unlawful or disorderly act, 
conduct or disturbance committed on the sexually oriented business, including 
any parking area or adjoining area under the control or management of the owner, 
provided that the owner, manager or employee knew or should have known of 
such violation of law. 

Section 15.51. Section 15.51. Nursing and Convalescent Homes; Homes for the Elderly 
and Retired. 

(a) The minimum lot area shall be two acres, unless a lesser area is permitted by the 
Planning Commission. 

(b) Adequate off-street parking shall be provided. Access driveways shall be located 
a sufficient distance from the nearest intersecting street so as to avoid adverse 
traffic impacts. 

Township of Pierson Zoning Ordinance 
Revised October 2010 

Special Land Uses 
Page 15-44 



( c) If the use is required to be state-licensed, any such license shall be maintained in 
full force and effect and all of its terms and conditions shall be fully complied 
with. 

Section 15.52. Wind Energy Harvest Site. A wind energy harvest site (also known as a wind 
farm) and a tower exceeding 50 feet in height, associated wind turbine generator and other 
equipment used to provided electricity to an individual dwelling and accessory buildings and 
uses, may be permitted by the Planning Commission and the Township Board as a special land 
use upon compliance with all of the terms and conditions of this section. 

(a) Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms and phrases 
shall be defined as provided below: 

(1) Wind Energy Harvest Site (Wind Farm). A location where one or more 
commercial, grid-connected wind turbines are sited for the purpose of 
extracting kinetic energy from the wind and supplying it, in the form of 
electrical energy, to the local electrical transmission utility ("grid"). 

(2) Wind Turbine Generator (WTG). A wind turbine generator is a device 
designed to extract energy from the wind and supply it in the form of 
electrical energy that is suitable for use by the local electrical transmission 
utility, or that is utilized to provide electricity to an individual dwelling 
and accessory buildings and uses. 

(3) Horizontal Axis Wind Turbine (HA WT). A wind turbine designed with 
a rotor mounted on a horizontal axis of rotation. The rotor thus sweeps 
through a vertical plane perpendicular to the motion of the wind. 

( 4) Rotor. An element of a wind turbine which acts as a multi-bladed airfoil 
assembly, thereby extracting through rotation, kinetic energy directly from 
the wind. 

(5) Nacelle. The structure designed to "yaw" (turn) into the wind that is 
mounted on top of the tower and houses the rotor support shaft, 
mechanical and electrical components, and generator. 

(6) Tower. The structure, above grade, that supports the nacelle, rotor 
assembly, and other components. 

(7) Tower Foundation. The tower support structure, below grade, that 
supports the entire weight of the wind turbine. 

(8) Met Tower. A guy-wire supported tower containing instrumentation such 
as anemometers that is designed to, and used for, the assessment of the 
wind resource on site. 

(9) Swept Rotor Arc/Diameter. The largest circumferential path traveled by 
a wind turbine airfoil rotor blade. 
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(l 0) Blade Clearance. In reference to a horizontal axis rotor, the distance 
from grade to the lowest point of the rotor's swept arc. 

(11) Total Height. The height from grade to the highest vertical point of the 
swept rotor arc. In the case of a wind turbine with a horizontal axis rotor, 
the total height includes the distance from grade to the rotor axis of 
rotation within the nacelle plus one-half the swept rotor diameter. 

(12) Sub-station. An electrical construction designed to collect and modify 
electrical energy produced by the wind turbines for the purpose of 
supplying it to the local electrical utility. 

(b) Application. Applications for a wind energy harvest site special land use shall 
include the following: 

(l) A site plan, which, in addition to the site plan requirements of Chapter 17, 
shall include the following: 

(i) The proposed location, size, height and type of all Met towers 
proposed to assess the wind resource, including the setback 
distance between the proposed towers and the nearest residential 
unit and residentially-zoned properties. 

(ii) The proposed location of all wind turbines and access roadways. 

(iii) The proposed location of all underground and overhead cabling. 

(iv) The physical size and electrical nameplate capacity of the proposed 
wind turbines including the total height and the swept rotor 
diameter. 

(v) The method of screening or buffering. 

(vi) The method and type of tower lighting, if so required. 

(2) A visual representation including scale elevations, photographs and/or 
digital information of the proposed wind farm. 

(3) A copy of the applicant's lease with the landowner(s) for the wind farm, 
which must include a provision requiring the applicant to remove all 
equipment and restore the site upon cessation of wind farm operations. 

(4) The manufacturer's specifications indicating: 

(i) The rated nameplate output, in kilowatts or megawatts, of the wind 
turbines. 

(ii) Safety features and sound characteristics. 

Township of Pierson Zoning Ordinance 
Revised October 2010 

Special Land Uses 
Page 15-46 



(iii) Type of material used in foundation, tower, blade, and/or rotor 
construction. 

(5) A noise impact study which includes information on the noise levels to be 
generated by the use, measured in dB(A). 

(6) Proof that the applicant has obtained or applied for approval from all 
county, state or federal agencies having jurisdiction over the proposed use, 
or any aspect thereof. 

(c) Minimum Requirements. A wind farm and also a tower exceeding 50 feet in 
height and a wind turbine generator used to provide electricity to an individual 
dwelling and accessory buildings and uses shall comply with the following 
minimum requirements: 

(I) All structures shall comply with or exceed applicable standards and 
regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration and any other state or 
federal agency having jurisdiction. 

(2) All structures constructed for a wind farm shall comply with the standards 
contained in applicable state and local building codes. 

(3) All towers shall be permanently secured to a stable foundation. 

(4) All towers shall be grounded to protect against damage from lightning. 

(5) No portion of any tower or blades shall display any name, symbol, words, 
letters, advertising message, graphic representation or other written or 
pictorial matter. Nacelles may have lettering that exhibits the 
manufacturer's and/or owner's identification. 

(6) All wind farms, Met towers and towers exceeding 50 feet used to provided 
electricity for an individual dwelling or accessory building shall comply 
with the minimum required building setbacks for the district in which the 
wind farm, Met tower or other individual tower is located, plus an 
additional setback equal to the height of the highest wind turbine generator 
within the wind farm, or the height of an individual tower, as measured 
from the ground at the base of the tower to the tip of the blade of the rotor 
when the blade is in a vertical position. 

(i) For the purposes of determining whether a proposed wind farm or 
Met tower complies with the setback requirements of a district, the 
dimensions of the entire lot or parcel of land shall control, even 
though the wind farm or Met tower may be located on leased 
parcels within such lot or parcel. 

(7) Setbacks may be reduced from the minimum setback requirements of this 
section, in the discretion of the Planning Commission. Pursuant to this 
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provision, the Planning Commission shall consider the technical needs of 
the applicant for a reduction in setbacks, the feasibility of alternate 
locations and the proximity of existing dwellings. 

(8) A Met tower shall be located no closer to a dwelling than a distance equal 
to the height of the tower. 

(9) All wind farms and towers exceeding 50 feet in height used to provide 
electricity to an individual dwelling and accessory buildings, and the 
construction, installation, operation, maintenance and repair thereof shall 
comply with all federal, state and local laws, ordinances and regulations. 

(10) Structures within a wind farm and other towers regulated by the terms of 
this section shall not be illuminated by artificial means and shall not 
display strobe lights unless required by the Federal Aviation 
Administration or other state or federal authority having jurisdiction. 

(11) A wind farm, a wind turbine generator and all other devices and 
equipment regulated under the terms of this section shall be designed, 
located and operated so as to cause no serious adverse effect on other 
lands or other land uses by reason of noise. Constant velocity turbines 
shall be required; provided, however, that if variable speed turbines are 
proposed, the applicant shall submit additional data concerning noise 
generated when the revolutions per minute of such turbines exceed 24 
rpm' s, and the Planning Commission may decline to approve any such 
variable speed turbines. 

(12) All wind turbines shall be finished in a single, non-reflective matte 
finished color which minimizes the visual impact of the wind farm. 

(13) The minimum vertical blade tip clearance from grade shall be 30 feet for a 
wind turbine employing a horizontal axis rotor (HA WT). 

(14) Any wind turbine generator, including the foundation, the tower, the rotor 
and all other components shall have a total height not exceeding 200 feet, 
as measured from the ground at the base of the tower to the tip of the blade 
of the rotor, when the blade is in a vertical position. 

(15) Towers exceeding 50 feet in height shall be only freestanding tubular 
towers. 

( 16) All power lines from a wind turbine generator and connecting to a sub
station or grid, shall be underground, unless otherwise permitted by the 
Planning Commission. 

( d) Discretionary Conditions. The Planning Commission, in its reasonable 
discretion, may impose other terms and conditions regulating the construction, 
installation, use, maintenance, repair and removal of any wind farm, Met tower or 
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other tower regulated by the terms of this section. Such other terms and 
conditions may include, though are not limited to, the following: 

(I) The screening or buffering of structures (other than towers) with 
landscaping, berms, walls or any combination thereof. 

(2) The prohibition on the construction or occupancy of dwellings on the 
lands where the wind farm or Met tower is located, within the separation 
distances specified by this section. 

(3) The preservation of existing trees and other existing vegetation not 
required to be removed for installation of a wind farm, Met tower or other 
regulated tower. 

(4) The reasonable replacement of trees or other vegetation removed or 
destroyed during the construction or installation of a wind farm, Met 
tower, other regulated tower or accessory buildings or structures. 

(5) The providing of a performance bond or letter of credit, in favor of the 
Township, and conditioned upon the timely and faithful performance of all 
required conditions of the special land use, including but not limited to the 
timely and complete removal of a wind farm, or any individual tower, 
wind turbine generator, or other device or equipment regulated under the 
terms of the section, upon the failure of the same to be removed when 
required. Such performance bond or letter of credit shall remain in effect 
during and after the operation of a wind farm or any wind turbine 
generator or other such equipment, until the cessation of operations and 
the removal of the same. 

( e) Removal. 

(1) A wind farm and other towers and other equipment regulated by the terms 
of this section, including all turbines, accessory structures and all other 
components thereof, not later than when the wind farm or other individual 
tower or equipment is no longer operating or when it has been abandoned. 

(2) A tower, a wind turbine generator, or other individual device or equipment 
regulated under the terms of this section shall be removed not later than 
when the device or equipment is no longer operating or when it has been 
abandoned. 

(3) A wind farm, or any individual tower, wind turbine generator or other 
device or equipment, regulated under the terms of this section shall be 
deemed abandoned when it has not produced electrical energy for 12 
consecutive months. 

(4) The failure to remove a wind farm or any device or equipment regulated 
by the terms of this section shall be a violation of this Ordinance. 
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(5) In the event that the owner or operator of a wind farm or any device or 
equipment regulated under the terms of this section fails to remove the 
same after the ceasing of operations or after abandonment thereof, the 
Township may proceed with all appropriate enforcement and remedial 
action, including but not limited to the obtaining of funds pursuant to the 
applicable performance bond or letter of credit, and the use of such funds 
to accomplish the removal of all non-operating or abandoned towers, wind 
turbine generators, accessory structures and other devices and equipment 
regulated hereunder. 

(f) Inspections. Upon the provision of reasonable prior notice to the site operator, 
the Township Zoning Administrator and/or his or her designated representative 
may inspect any property for which special land use approval has been granted 
pursuant to this section to determine whether the site complies with the applicable 
requirements of law and the terms of the special land use approval. 

(g) Prohibited Structures. The following structures are prohibited as a part of any 
wind farm or as a part of any individual tower regulated under the terms of this 
section: 

(1) Vertical axis wind turbines, commonly known as a "VAWT" or 
"Darrieus" wind turbine. 

(2) Wind turbines with a nameplate generation capacity of less than 500 KW. 

(3) Wind turbines (HAWT's) with a rotor design consisting of a number of 
airfoil rotor blades other than three. 

(4) Wind turbines utilizing a lattice tower structure. 

(h) The provisions of this section shall apply to individual wind turbine generators, 
individual towers and other individual devices or equipment for the extracting of 
energy from wind and supplying it, in the form of electrical energy, to a local 
electrical grid. 
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CHAPTER 16 
SITE CONDOMINIUMS 

Section 16.01. Purpose. 

(a) Tracts of land that are developed and sold as site condominium developments and 
condominium developments are not subject to regulation under the Michigan 
Land Division Act. The Township determines that it is in the best interest of 
public health, safety, and welfare to regulate site condominium developments and 
condominium developments to assure that the developments will not adversely 
affect the occupants thereof, or other properties in the Township. 

(b) This Chapter covers both site condominiums and condominiums, whether for 
residential use or non-residential use. The references herein to site condominiums 
shall also include condominiums; accordingly, the requirements of this Chapter 
for submission of condominium plans and for Township consideration and 
approval thereof shall apply to condominium developments, as well as to site 
condominium developments. 

Section 16.02. Commencement of Construction, Issuance of Permits. No construction, 
grading, tree removal, soil stripping or other site improvements or changes shall be commenced 
for a site condominium project until: 

(a) A final site condominium project plan has been approved by the Township Board. 

(b) All conditions to commencement of construction imposed by the Township Board 
have been met. 

( c) All applicable approvals or permits from appropriate county and state review and 
enforcement agencies have been obtained for the project. 

Section 16.03. Definitions. For purposes of this article, the following words and phases are 
defined as follows: 

(a) "Building envelope" means an area ofland within which a condominium unit may 
be constructed and used, and which complies with the minimum lot area and the 
minimum lot width requirement of the zone district in which the condominium 
unit is located. 

(b) "Condominium Act" means Public Act 59 of 1978, as amended. 

(c) "Condominium Unit" means a condominium established in compliance with the 
Condominium Act which consists of a volume of surface or subsurface, vacant air 
space, designed and intended for separate ownership and use as described in the 
condominium master deed. For purposes of determining compliance with the 
applicable requirements of the zoning ordinance (including, without limitation, 
height, area, yard, and density requirements) and with other applicable laws, 
ordinances and regulations, a condominium unit shall be deemed to be a dwelling, 
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if a residential use, or shall be deemed to be a building or portion thereof, if for an 
approved non-residential use. 

(1) In the case of an attached condominium, the minimum requirements of 
this ordinance, including without limitation, height, area, yard, and density 
requirements, shall be applied with respect to the building in which the 
attached condominium is located; provided, however, that a building 
envelope surrounding the attached condominium unit shall be established 
and described, so as to comply with the minimum area, yard, and density 
requirements of the zone district in which the condominium is located. 
The building envelope surrounding a two-unit condominium building must 
comply with the minimum lot area requirement, the minimum lot width 
requirement and the minimum building setback requirements for duplexes 
in the zone district in which the two-unit condominium is located. The 
building envelope for a building that contains more than two attached 
condominium units must comply with the minimum lot area requirement, 
the minimum lot width requirement and the minimum building setback 
requirements for multi-family dwelling units in the zone district in which 
the building is located. 

(2) In the case of a detached condominium, the applicable provisions of this 
ordinance, including without limitation, height, area, yard, and density 
requirements, shall be applied with respect to the building comprising the 
detached condominium; provided, however, that a building envelope or 
other equivalent space surrounding the detached condominium unit shall 
be established, so as to comply with the minimum area, yard, and density 
requirements of the zone district in which the condominium is located. 

(3) For the purposes of this chapter, the term "building site" shall refer to the 
area within a building envelope or other equivalent space surrounding an 
attached or detached condominium unit that has been established, as 
required, so as to comply with the minimum area, yard, and density 
requirements of the zone district in which the attached or detached 
condominium is located. 

( d) "Exempt Change" means a change to a site condominium project ( other than a 
major or minor change) that is exempt from review and approval as required for 
major or minor changes under this chapter. Exempt changes shall be limited to 
the following: 

(1) A change in the name of the project; in the name of a street within the 
project; or in the name of the developer of the project; 

(2) A change in the voting rights of co-owners or mortgagees; 

(3) Any other change in the site condominium project which, as determined 
by the Planning Commission, does not constitute a major or minor change 
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or will not otherwise change the site configuration, design, layout, 
topography or any other aspect of a project which is subject to regulation 
under the Zoning Ordinance. 

(e) "Limited common element" means an area which is appurtenant to a site 
condominium unit and which is reserved in the master deed for the site 
condominium project for the exclusive use of the owner of the site condominium 
unit. 

(f) "Major change" means a change in the site configuration, design, layout or 
topography of a site condominium project ( or any portion thereof), including any 
change that could result in: 

(I) An increase of 20 percent or more in the number of site condominium 
units; 

(2) A reduction of 5 percent or more in the area of the building site for any 
site condominium unit; 

(3) A reduction of 5 percent or more in the total combined area of the general 
common elements of the site condominium project; 

(4) A reduction of 5 percent or more in the total combined area of all limited 
common elements of the site condominium project; or 

(5) Any other change in the site configuration, design, layout, topography, or 
other aspect of the project which is subject to regulation under this Zoning 
Ordinance, including, without limitation, a change in the location of 
streets and utilities, or in the size, location, area, horizontal boundaries or 
vertical boundaries of a site condominium unit, and which is determined 
by the Planning Commission to constitute a major change to the site 
condominium project. 

(g) "Minor change" means a change in the site configuration, design, layout or 
topography of a site condominium project ( or any portion thereof), including any 
change that will result in: 

(I) An increase of less than 20 percent in the number of site condominium 
units or a decrease in the number of site condominium units; 

(2) A reduction of less than 5 percent in the area of the building site for any 
site condominium unit; 

(3) A reduction of less than 5 percent in the total combined area of the general 
common elements of the site condominium project; 

( 4) A reduction of less than 5 percent in the total combined area of all limited 
common elements of the site condominium project; or 
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(5) Any other minor variation in the site configuration, design, layout, 
topography or other aspect of the project which is subject to regulation 
under this Zoning Ordinance, and which, as determined by the Planning 
Commission, does not constitute a major change. 

(h) "Site condominium project" means a plan or project consisting of not less than 
two site condominium units established in compliance with the Condominium 
Act. 

(i) "Site condominium project plan" means the plans, drawings and information 
prepared for a site condominium project as required by Section 66 of the 
Condominium Act and as required by this chapter for review of the project by the 
Planning Commission and the Township Board. 

G) "Site condominium unit" means a condominium unit established in compliance 
with the Condominium Act which consists of an area of vacant land and a volume 
of surface or subsurface vacant air space, designed and intended for separate 
ownership and use as described in the site condominium master deed, and within 
which a building or other improvements may be constructed by the condominium 
unit owner. For purposes of determining compliance with the applicable 
requirements of the zoning ordinance (including, without limitation, height, area, 
yard, and density requirements) and with other applicable laws, ordinances and 
regulations, a site condominium unit shall be considered to be the equivalent of a 
"lot." 

(k) Except as otherwise provided by this chapter, words or phrases shall have the 
meanings as defined in the Condominium Act. 

Section 16.04. Application for Site Condominium Approval. An application for site 
condominium approval shall include the following information: 

(a) A condominium project plan which includes the documents and information 
required by Section 66 of the Condominium Act, and which includes the 
following information to the extent not included in such plans: 

(1) The information required for site plan review by Section 17.03 of this 
Ordinance. 

(2) Layout and dimensions of each site condominium unit, and the building 
envelope for such unit. 

(3) Written approval of the proposed design and location of the entrance to the 
site condominium from the Montcalm County Road Commission or 
Michigan Department of Transportation. 

( 4) The use and occupancy restrictions and maintenance provisions for all 
general and limited common elements that will be included in the master 
deed. 
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(5) A storm drainage and a storm water management plan, including all lines, 
swales, drains, basins, and other facilities and easements granted to the 
appropriate municipality for installation, repair, and maintenance of all 
drainage facilities. 

(6) A utility plan showing all water and sewer lines and easements to be 
granted to the appropriate municipality or public utility for installation, 
repair and maintenance of all utilities. 

(7) A narrative describing the overall objectives of the proposed site 
condominium project. 

(8) A narrative describing the proposed method of providing potable water 
supply, waste disposal facilities and public and private utilities. 

(9) A street construction, paving and maintenance plan for all private streets 
within the proposed condominium project. 

Section 16.05. Review of Preliminary Plans by the Planning Commission. 

(a) Site condominium project plan review shall be commenced by filing with the 
Township Clerk 12 copies of a preliminary site condominium project plan which 
complies with Section 16.04, together with an application fee in accordance with 
the fee schedule established by resolution of the Township Board. 

(b) The Township Clerk shall forward the copies of the preliminary plan to the 
zoning Administrator who shall review the preliminary plan to determine its 
completeness and to provide any comments to the Planning Commission 
regarding the Plan. If the plan is not complete, it shall be returned to the applicant 
with a written explanation of any deficiencies. A corrected application may be 
submitted without payment of a new application fee within six months of the 
return of any plan to an applicant. If the plan is complete, the Zoning 
Administrator shall forward it to the Planning Commission on completion of 
review, together with any comments from the Zoning Administrator. 

(c) The Planning Commission shall review the preliminary site condominium project 
plan in accordance with the standards and requirements of this chapter. 

( d) After reviewing the preliminary site condominium project plan, the Planning 
Commission shall prepare a written statement of recommendations regarding the 
proposed site condominium project, including any suggested or required changes 
in the plan. The Planning commission shall provide a copy of its written 
recommendations to the applicant and to the Township Board. 

Section 16.06. Review and Approval of Final Plans by Township Board. 

(a) After receiving the Planning Commission's recommendations on the preliminary 
plan, the applicant shall submit to the Township Clerk a minimum of 12 copies of 
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a final site condominium development plan which complies with the requirements 
of this Section and of Section 16.04. The Township Clerk shall forward the 
copies of the final plan to the Zoning Administrator who shall review the final 
plan to determine its completeness and to provide any comments to the Township 
Board regarding the plan. If the plan is not complete, it shall be returned to the 
applicant with a written explanation of any deficiencies. A corrected application 
may be submitted without payment of a new application fee within six months of 
the return of any plan to an applicant. If the plan is complete, the Zoning 
Administrator shall forward it to the Township Board on completion of review 
and comments by the Zoning Administrator. 

(b) The final site condominium project plan submitted by the applicant shall 
incorporate all of the recommendations, if any, made by the Planning 
Commission based on its prior review of the preliminary plan. If any of the 
Planning Commission's recommendations are not incorporated in the final plan, 
the applicant shall clearly specify in writing which recommendations have not 
been incorporated and the reasons why those recommendations have not been 
incorporated. Except for changes made to the plan as necessary to incorporate the 
recommendations of the Planning Commission, the final plan shall otherwise be 
identical to the preliminary plan which was reviewed by the Planning 
Commission. Changes made to the plan other than those necessary to incorporate 
the recommendations of the Planning Commissions shall be reviewed by the 
Planning Commission as provided by this chapter, prior to approval of the plan by 
the Township Board. 

(c) After receiving the Planning Commission's recommendations on the preliminary 
plan and a final site condominium development plan from the applicant, the 
Township Board shall proceed to review and may approve, deny or approve with 
conditions, the plan in accordance with the standards provided by Section 16.07 
and other applicable procedures, standards and requirements provided by this 
chapter. 

(d) As a condition of approval of a final site condominium project plan: 

(1) The Township Board shall require that the plan be submitted to the 
Montcalm County Health Department, Montcalm County Road 
Commission, Montcalm County Drain Commissioner, Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources, Michigan Department of Public Health, 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, and other appropriate 
state and county review and enforcement agencies ("the Agencies") 
having direct approval or permitting authority over any aspect of the 
proposed site condominium project. Unless a different time limit for 
completion of review by the Agencies has been established by law or 
regulation, the review by the Agencies must be completed within 90 days 
after submission of an administratively complete final site condominium 
project plan. If no response is received within the applicable time period 
for review, the approval of the Agency or Agencies shall be presumed. 
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(2) The Township may impose additional reasonable conditions of approval 
as provided by the site plan review chapter and any other provisions of 
this Ordinance, any other Township ordinance, state law or regulation, or 
any other applicable law or regulation. 

Section 16.07. Standards for Approval. To receive approval, a site condominium project 
plan shall satisfy the following requirements: 

(a) The plan shall satisfy the standards and requirements for site plan approval in 
Chapter 17 of this Ordinance. 

(b) The proposed common elements and maintenance provisions, use and occupancy 
restrictions, utility systems and streets, project layouts and design, or other aspects 
of the proposed project, shall comply with all requirements of the Condominium 
Act or other applicable laws, ordinances or regulations. The Zoning 
Administrator, Township Attorney, Township Engineer, Township Fire Chief, 
Township Planner or other appropriate persons shall be consulted as necessary to 
make this determination. 

( c) Each site condominium unit shall comply with all applicable provisions of this 
Ordinance, including minimum lot area, minimum lot width, required front, side 
and rear yards, and maximum building height. 

(d) If a site condominium project is proposed to have public streets, the streets shall 
be paved and developed to the minimum design, construction, inspection, 
approval, and maintenance requirements for platted public streets as required by 
the Montcalm County Road Commission. 

( e) Private streets may be permitted to provide access to and throughout a site 
condominium: 

(1) All private streets shall comply with Section 4.25 of this Ordinance. 

(2) Provisions in the Master Deed and Bylaws shall obligate the developer 
and/or owner's association to assure that all the private streets are 
regularly maintained, repaired and snowplowed so as to assure that they 
are safe for travel at all times. The Master Deed and/or Bylaws shall also 
include a provision indemnifying and holding the Township harmless 
from any and all claims for personal injury and for property damage 
arising out of the failure to properly construct, maintain, repair and replace 
the private streets. 

(f) The site condominium project shall be connected to public water and sanitary 
sewer facilities, if available according to Township Ordinance. If public water 
and sanitary sewer facilities are not available, the site condominium project shall 
either be served by a private central system ( designed for connection to a public 
system when and if a public system is made available), or shall have a well, septic 
tank, and drain field located within the site condominium unit. Water and 
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sanitary sewer facilities shall be approved by the Montcalm County Department 
of Health and the Township in accordance with applicable standards. 

Section 16.08, Construction in Compliance with Approved Plan. No buildings or 
structures shall be constructed nor shall any other site improvements or changes be made on the 
property in connection with a site condominium project except in compliance with a final site 
condominium project plan as approved by the Township Board, including any conditions of 
approval. 

Section 16.09. Completion of Improvements. No building or occupancy permit for a site 
condominium unit in an approved site condominium shall be issued until construction of all 
required improvements has been completed and approved by the Township, or security for 
completion of such improvements has been provided. 

Section 16.10. Expandable or Convertible Condominium Projects. Approval of a final 
site condominium project plan shall not constitute approval of expandable or convertible portions 
of a site condominium project unless the expandable or convertible areas were specifically 
reviewed and approved by the Township Board in compliance with the procedures, standards and 
requirements of this chapter. 

Section 16.11. Revisions of Approved Final Site Condominium Project Plan. 

(a) Changes to a development for which a site condominium plan has been approved 
are subject to this section. 

(b) Any change which constitutes an exempt change shall not be subject to review by 
the Township under this chapter, but a copy of the exempt changes shall be filed 
with the Township Clerk. "Exempt change" means: 

(1) A change in the name of the development; in the name of a street within 
the development; or in the name of the developer. 

(2) A change in the voting rights of co-owners or mortgagees, 

(3) Any other change in the site condominium development which, as 
determined by the Zoning Administrator, does not constitute a major or 
minor change or will not otherwise change the site configuration, design, 
layout, topography or any other aspect of a development which is subject 
to regulation under the Zoning Ordinance. 

( c) Any change which constitutes a minor change shall be reviewed and approved by 
the Zoning Administrator, but in the discretion of the Administrator, any such 
minor change may be reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission. 
"Minor change" means a minor change in the site configuration, design, layout or 
topography of a site condominium development ( or any portion thereof), 
including any change that will result in: 
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CHAPTER17 
SITE PLAN REVIEW 

Section 17.01. Review Required. Site plan review shall be required: 

(a) Prior to the creation of any new land use or erection of any new building, except 
single family and two-family dwellings. 

(b) Prior to any change in an existing land use or structure, except single family and 
two-family dwellings, but only (I) if such change is from a residential to non
residential use; or (2) is accompanied by an increase in the exterior dimensions of 
a building; or (3) if the use is changed to one in which the minimum parking 
spaces required for the use increase by more than 10 percent. 

Section 17.02. Informal Preapplication Review. 

(a) If desired by the applicant, prior to submitting a site plan meeting the 
requirements set forth herein, an informal review of a proposed application may 
be submitted to the Planning Commission. 

(b) Applications for an informal preapplication review shall be made in accordance 
with the application procedures of this section, except that no application fee shall 
be charged. 

(c) A proposed application submitted for preapplication review does not need to meet 
the requirements for site plans set forth herein, but shall contain sufficient 
information to inform the Planning Commission of the nature and scope of the 
proposed project. 

( d) The Planning Commission shall review the proposed application solely for the 
purpose of providing comments and making recommendations to assist the 
applicant in preparing a site plan which will conform to the standards of this 
Ordinance. No vote shall be taken on any proposed application. 

Section 17.03. Contents of Site Plan. A site plan shall include all of the following 
information, unless waived by the Zoning Administrator. 

(a) A site plan based on an accurate certified land survey showing: 

(1) The date, north arrow, and scale. The scale shall be not less than 1 inch = 
100 feet for those sites three acres or more. 

(2) The name and firm address of the professional individual responsible for 
the preparation of the site plan. 

(3) The name and address of the property owner or petitioner. 

(4) A locational sketch. 
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(5) Legal description of the subject property. 

(6) The size (in acres) of the subject property. 

(7) Property lines and required setbacks. 

(8) Refuse and service areas. 

(9) Loading and unloading facilities. 

(I 0) Exterior lighting and signs. 

(11) The location of all existing structures, driveways, and parking areas on the 
subject property within 300 feet of the subject property's boundaries. 

(12) The location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures on the 
subject property. 

(13) The location of all existing and proposed drives, acceleration/ deceleration 
lanes, sidewalks and existing and proposed parking areas. 

(14) The location and right-of-way width of all abutting roads, streets, alleys or 
easements. 

(15) The current uses of all properties abutting the subject property. 

(16) The location and a general description of all existing vegetation, and the 
location, type, and size of all proposed landscaping, and the location, 
height and type of existing and proposed fences and walls. 

(17) Location and nature of existing and proposed water supply and sewage 
disposal facilities, including any proposed connections to public sewer or 
water supply systems. 

(18) The location and size of all existing and proposed surface water drainage 
facilities. 

(19) Existing and proposed topographic contours. 

(20) Recreation areas, common use areas, and areas to be conveyed for public 
use. 

(21) Existing and proposed lakes, streams and other bodies of water. 

(22) Flood plain areas and basement and floor elevations of all buildings. 

(23) Any deed restrictions or covenants. 

(24) Typical elevation views of the front and side of each building. 
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(25) A brief narrative description of the project. 

(b) Preliminary architectural sketches and/or a general statement as to the type of 
construction and materials to be used in the proposed buildings or structures. 
Height and area of buildings and structures shall be described. 

( c) The period of time within which the project will be completed. 

(d) Proposed staging of the project, if any. 

( e) Gross areas of buildings and parking. 

(f) Delineation of the 100-year floodplain and any proposed uses therein. 

(g) Additional information which the Township may request and which is reasonably 
necessary to evaluate the site plan. 

The application for site plan approval shall be accompanied by a fee, as established by Township 
Board resolution from time to time. The Planning Commission may waive any of the required 
contents of the site plan, if such items are deemed not necessary to a decision concerning the site 
plan. 

Section 17.04. Standards of Review. The Planning Commission shall approve a site plan if 
it determines that the plan complies with the requirements of this Ordinance; is consistent with 
the intent and purposes of the ordinance; will be compatible with adjacent land uses, and the 
natural environment and capacities of public services and facilities; and will be consistent with 
the public health, safety and welfare. In addition, the site plan shall comply with the following 
standards: 

(a) Building Permit. Where a site plan has been approved for any use, any building 
permit issued shall provide that the development be completed in accordance with 
the approved site plan. A failure to conform with the site plan shall be a violation 
of this Ordinance, and if necessary the Township may issue a stop work order 
under Section l 7.04(f). 

(b) Traffic Circulation. The number, location, and size of access and entry points, 
and internal traffic and pedestrian circulation routes shall be designed to promote 
safe and efficient access to and from the site, and circulation within the site. In 
reviewing traffic circulation features, the Planning Commission shall consider 
spacing and alignment with existing and probable future access points on nearby 
properties, and may require that provision be made for shared access with 
adjacent properties. 

(c) Storm Water. Storm water detention and drainage systems shall be designed so 
that the removal of surface waters will not adversely affect neighboring properties 
or public storm water drainage systems. 

Township of Pierson Zoning Ordinance 
Revised October 20 I 0 

Site Plan Review 
Page 17-3 



( d) Landscaping. The landscape shall be preserved in its natural state, insofar as 
practicable, by minimizing unnecessary tree and soil removal, and any grade 
changes shall be in keeping with the general appearance of neighboring developed 
areas. The Planning Commission may require that landscaping, buffers, or 
greenbelts be preserved or provided, to ensure the proposed uses will be 
adequately buffered from one another and from surrounding property. 

(e) Screening. Where commercial uses abut residential uses, appropriate screening 
consisting of attractively designed, fencing or screening, or equivalent 
landscaping, shall be provided so as to shield residential properties from noise, 
headlights, and glare, and from the view of trash receptacles, dumpsters and 
similar outdoor, utilitarian uses, common to commercial activities. 

(f) Lighting. Outdoor lighting shall be designed so as to minimize glare on adjacent 
properties and public streets. 

(g) Exterior Uses. Exposed storage areas, machinery, heating and cooling units, 
service areas, loading areas, utility buildings and structures, and similar accessory 
areas shall be located so as to have only a minimum negative effect on adjacent 
properties, and shall be screened if reasonably required to ensure compatibility 
with surrounding properties. 

(h) Utilities. Water supply and sewage disposal facilities shall comply with all 
Township and County requirements. 

(i) Signs. Signs shall comply with the sign provisions of this Ordinance. 

G) Parking and Loading. Off-street parking and loading facilities shall comply 
with Chapter 19. 

Section 17.05. Conditions. The Planning Commission may impose reasonable conditions on 
the approval of a site plan. Such conditions may include but need not be limited to conditions 
necessary to insure compatibility with adjacent land uses, to promote the use of land in a socially 
and economically desirable manner, to protect the natural environment and conserve natural 
resources and to insure that public services and facilities affected by a proposed land use or 
activity will be capable of handling increased service and facility demands caused by the land 
use or activity. 

Section 17.06. Improvements; Financial Guarantees. To insure compliance with the 
Zoning Ordinance and any conditions imposed thereunder, the Planning Commission may 
require that a cash deposit, certified check, irrevocable bank letter of credit, or surety bond 
acceptable to the Township covering the estimated cost of the improvements proposed in the site 
plan, be deposited with the Township Clerk to insure timely and faithful completion of the 
improvements. 
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Section 17.07. Procedures. 

(a) Twelve copies of a site plan and a completed application form, and the application 
fee shall be submitted to the zoning administrator. After the zoning administrator 
determines that a proposed land use complies with the Zoning Ordinance, the 
Building Code and other ordinances of the Township, the site plan shall be placed 
on the agenda of a Planning Commission meeting. 

(b) The Planning Commission may approve the site plan, disapprove it, or approve it 
with conditions. 

( c) Any conditions or modifications approved or required by the Planning 
Commission shall be recorded in the minutes of the Planning Commission 
meeting. 

(d) Decisions on a site plan shall be made by a majority vote of those present. 

(e) Upon approval of a site plan, the site plan as approved shall become part of the 
record of approval of the land use. All subsequent actions relating to the land use 
shall be consistent with the approved site plan, unless changes therein are 
approved by the Planning Commission. Failure to conform to an approved site 
plan shall be a violation of this Ordinance. 

(f) In the event of construction work or other activity that does not comply with an 
approved site plan, the Township may issue a stop work order, whereupon all 
work in violation of or inconsistent with the approved site plan shall cease, until 
the stop work order is withdrawn by the Township. 

(g) Upon approval of a site plan, the plan shall be signed by the chairperson of the 
Planning Commission; with one copy to the Zoning Administrator, one copy to 
the Township Clerk, one copy shall be submitted to the Building Inspector and 
one copy shall be returned to the applicant. 

Section 17 .08. Changes in Approved Site Plans. 

(a) The holder of an approved site plan shall notify the Zoning Administrator of any 
proposed change in the approved site plan. 

(b) Minor changes in an approved site plan may be approved by the Zoning 
Administrator, upon a determination that the proposed change will not alter the 
basic design of the development or any specific conditions imposed as a part of 
the original approval. Minor changes shall include the following: 

(1) Change in building size, up to S percent in total floor area. 

(2) Change in location of buildings or other structures by no more than ten 
feet. 
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(3) Replacement of plant material specified m the landscape plan, with 
comparable material. 

(4) Changes in building materials to a comparable or higher quality. 

(5) Changes in floor plans which do not alter the character of the use. 

(6) Internal rearrangement of a parking lot which does not affect the number 
of parking spaces or alter access locations or design. 

(7) Changes required or requested by the Township for safety reasons. 

(8) Changes which will preserve the natural features of the site without 
changing the basic site layout. 

(9) Other similar changes of a minor nature which are deemed by the Zoning 
Administrator to be not material or significant in relation to the entire site, 
and which the administrator determines would not have a significant 
adverse effect upon adjacent or nearby lands or the public interest. 

( c) The Zoning Administrator may refer any decision regarding any proposed site 
plan change to the Planning Commission for review and approval (regardless of 
whether the change may or may not qualify as a minor change). 

( d) Should the Zoning Administrator determine that the requested change to the 
approved site plan is not a minor change, then the site plan shall be resubmitted to 
the Planning Commission, for consideration of an amendment in the site plan, 
under the same procedures as are required for original approval of a site plan. 

Section 17.09. Appeal. 

(a) A person aggrieved by the action of the Planning Commission with regard to a 
site plan may appeal in writing to the Township Board within seven days after the 
date of the Planning Commission's action. The Township Board shall determine 
a date, time and place when it will consider such appeal and shall notify the 
applicant thereof. 

(b) All interested parties may be heard at the meeting at which the Township Board 
considers the appeal. After hearing the matter, the Township Board shall affirm, 
modify or reverse, in whole or in part, the action of the Planning Commission 
with regard to the site plan. Such action by the Township Board shall be based 
upon the standards set forth in Section 17.04. 
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CHAPTER 18 
SIGNS 

Section 18.01. Description and Purpose. This chapter is intended to regulate the size, 
number, location and manner of display of signs in the Township in a manner consistent with 
the following purposes. 

(a) To protect and further the health, safety and welfare of the township residents, 
property owners and visitors. 

(b) To prevent traffic hazards and pedestrian accidents caused by signs which 
obstruct vision, distract or confuse drivers, or are improperly secured or 
constructed. 

(c) To conserve and enhance community character. 

(d) To promote uniformity in the size, number or placement of signs within districts. 

(e) To promote the economic viability of commercial areas by minimizing visual 
clutter, and allowing for proper placement of signs to safely direct motorists to 
their destination. 

(f) To balance the public's right to be informed and its desire to avoid visual 
pollution and hazardous conditions with the desires of businesses and non
business uses to communicate by means of signs. 

Section 18.02. Definitions. 

(a) Balloon Sign. A sign composed of a non-porous bag filled with air or gas. 

(b) Banner Sign. A portable sign of fabric, plastic, or other non-rigid material 
without an enclosing structural framework. 

( c) Billboard. A sign which advertises an establishment, service or activity not 
conducted on the land on which the sign is located, or which advertises any goods 
or products that are not sold, manufactured, processed or fabricated on the land on 
which the sign is located. 

( d) Construction Sign. A sign which identifies the owners, lenders, contractors, 
architects, and engineers of a project under construction. 

( e) Directional Sign. A sign which gives directions, instructions, or facility 
information for the movement of vehicles or pedestrians on the lot on which the 
sign is located, such as parking or exit and entrance signs, but not including 
commercial signs. 
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(f) Freestanding Sign. A sign not attached to a building or wall which is supported 
by one or more poles or braces or which rests on the ground or on a foundation 
resting on the ground. 

(g) Governmental Sign. A sign erected or required to be erected by the Township, 
or the state or federal government, but not including a school district. 

(h) Memorial Sign. A sign, tablet, or plaque memorializing a person, event, 
structure or site. 

(i) Portable Sign. A sign that is not permanent or affixed to a building or structure 
and by its nature may be or is intended to be moved from one location to another. 

G) Real Estate Sign. A sign advertising the real estate upon which the sign is 
located as being for sale, rent, or lease. 

(k) Roof Line. The top of a roof or parapet wall, whichever is higher, but excluding 
any cupolas, chimneys, or other minor projections. 

(1) Roof Sign. A sign erected above the roof line of a building. 

(m) Sign. A device, structure, fixture, or placard which may or may not use graphics, 
symbols, and/or written copy designed specifically for the purpose of advertising 
or identifying an establishment, product, service, or activity. 

(n) Wall Sign. A sign painted or attached directly to and parallel to the exterior wall 
of a building extending no greater than 12 inches from the exterior face of a wall 
to which it is attached. 

Section 18.03. Prohibited Signs. A sign not expressly permitted by this Ordinance 1s 
prohibited. The following types of signs are expressly prohibited: 

(a) Strings of light bulbs, pennants, streamers, banners, or flags except for those flags 
of a non-commercial nature not used for the purpose of commercial 
advertisement. 

(b) Portable signs except as may be permitted herein. 

( c) Balloon signs. 

( d) Any sign, including window signs, which have flashing, moving, oscillating or 
blinking lights, excluding time and temperature signs and barber pole signs, 
which are permitted. 

Section 18.04. Exempt Signs. The following signs shall be exempt from the provisions of 
this Ordinance, except for the design, construction and location standards of Section 18.07. 

(a) Governmental signs, but not including school signs. 

Township of Pierson Zoning Ordinance 
Revised October 2010 

Signs 
Page 18-2 



) 

(b) Memorial signs. 

(c) Signs for essential services which are four square feet in area or less. 

( d) Nameplates. 

(e) Farm identification signs. 

(f) Political signs, but signs for political candidates or ballot propositions shall be 
removed not later than 30 days after the date of the election or other vote to which 
they refer. 

Section 18.05. Signs Not Requiring a Permit. The following signs shall not require a 
permit, but shall be subject to all other applicable provisions of this Ordinance. 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

Section 18.06. 

(a) 

Home occupation signs; roadside stand signs; exempt signs under Section 18.04. 

Directional signs not exceeding two square feet. 

Construction signs. 

Signs for residential yard and garage sales. 

Real estate signs advertising the premises ( on which the sign is located) for sale, 
rent or lease, if such signs are not more than 12 square feet in area for residential 
property or 32 square feet in area for non-residential property. 

Help wanted signs of a temporary nature not to exceed 12 square feet. 

Sign Permits and Application. 

A sign permit shall be required for the erection, use, construction or alteration of 
all signs except those exempted herein. For purposes of this section alteration 
shall mean any change to an existing sign including changing the copy to 
promote, advertise, or identify another use. Alteration shall not mean normal 
maintenance of a sign. 

(b) A sign permit shall be required for a portable sign, except those that will be 
displayed less than 30 days. 

(c) An application for a sign permit shall be made to the Township Zoning 
Administrator along with a fee as required by Township Board resolution. The 
application, at a minimum, shall include the following: 

(1) Name, address, and telephone number of applicant and the person, firm or 
corporation erecting the sign. 

(2) Address or permanent parcel number of the property where the sign will 
be located. 
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(3) A sketch showing the location of the building, structure, or lot upon which 
the sign is to be attached or erected, and showing the proposed sign in 
relation to buildings and structures along with setback from lot lines. 

(4) A drawing of the plans and specifications for the sign, including a drawing 
of how the sign will be attached to structures or the ground. 

(5) Any required electrical permit shall be attached to the application. 

(6) Any other information which the Zoning Administrator may require in 
order to demonstrate compliance with this Ordinance. 

(d) All signs requiring electrical service shall be reviewed for compliance with the 
Township's electrical code. Approval of electrical signs shall be noted on or 
attached to the sign permit. 

( e) The Zoning Administrator shall issue a sign permit if all provisions of this 
Ordinance and other applicable Township ordinances are met. A sign authorized 
by a permit shall be installed or be under construction within six months of the 
date of issuance of the sign permit or the permit shall expire. 

Section 18.07. Design, Construction and Location Standards. 

(a) All signs shall be properly maintained and shall not be allowed to become 
unsightly through disrepair or as a result of the effects of the weather. 

(b) Sign supports, braces, guys and anchors shall be maintained in such a manner as 
not to cause a hazard. 

( c) Signs shall be constructed to withstand all wind and vibration forces which can 
normally be expected to occur. 

( d) Signs may be internally or externally illuminated, unless illumination is 
prohibited under other provisions in this Ordinance. 

(e) Signs shall not be placed in, upon or over any public right-of-way. 

(f) A sign shall not be erected in any place where it may, by reason of its position, 
shape, color, or other characteristics, interfere with, obstruct the view of, or be 
confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal, or device, or constitute a 
nuisance per se. 

(g) A wall sign shall not extend past the edge of the wall to which it is affixed, and no 
wall sign shall extend above the roof line of a building. 

(h) A sign and its supporting mechanism shall not extend beyond any lot lines of the 
property on which it is located. 
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Section 18.08. Sign Regulations Applicable to All Districts. The following sign regulations 
are applicable to all zoning districts. 

(a) All signs shall be stationary and shall pertain only to the business or activity 
conducted on the premises, except for permitted billboards. 

(b) Real estate signs are permitted in any district but shall be removed within 30 days 
after completion of the sale or lease of the property. 

(c) Construction signs are permitted within any district, subject to the following 
restrictions: 

(1) Construction signs shall be no larger than 32 square feet and not exceed 
six feet in height. 

(2) Construction signs shall not be erected until a building permit has been 
issued for the project which is the subject of proposed sign and 
construction activity has begun. 

(3) Construction signs shall be removed immediately upon the issuance of any 
Occupancy Permit for the building or structure which is the subject of the 
construction sign. 

( d) Directional signs are permitted in any district subject to the following restrictions: 

(1) A directional sign may not contain advertising copy or the logo of the 
business or use. 

(2) Such sign shall not exceed two square feet in area or three feet in height, 
and shall be set back at least five feet from any lot line and edge of any 
driving lane. 

(3) Directional signs shall be limited to traffic control functions only. 

(e) Portable signs shall be subject to the sign requirements of the district in which 
they are located, except for portable signs that are displayed for 30 days or less, 
and are not re-displayed for at least 90 days thereafter. 

Section 18.09. Billboards. Billboards shall be constructed, installed, maintained and used 
only in accordance with special land use approval granted by the Planning Commission under 
Section 15.44 and other applicable special land use provisions. 

Section 18.10. Nonconforming Signs, Illegal Signs, and Signs Accessory to 
Nonconforming Uses. 

(a) Every legal permanent sign which does not conform to the height, size, area or 
location requirements of this chapter as of the date of the adoption of this 
Ordinance, is hereby deemed to be nonconforming. 
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(b) Nonconforming signs may not be altered, expanded, enlarged, or extended; 
however, nonconforming signs may be maintained and repaired so as to continue 
the useful life of the sign. 

( c) For the purposes of this chapter, a nonconforming sign may be diminished in size 
or dimension or the copy of the sign amended or changed without jeopardizing 
the privilege of nonconforming use. 

(d) A sign accessory to a nonconforming use may be erected in the Township in 
accordance with the sign regulations for the district in which the property is 
located. 

Section 18.11. Measurement of Signs. 

(a) The area of a sign shall be measured as the area within a single, continuous 
perimeter which encloses the most outward limits of writing, representation, 
emblem, or any other figure of similar character, together with any frame or other 
material or color forming an integral part of the display or used to differentiate the 
sign from its background, excluding the structure necessary to support the sign. 

(b) The area of a freestanding or projecting sign that has two or more faces shall be 
measured by including the area of all sign faces, except if two such faces are 
placed back-to-back and are of equal size, the area of the two back-to-back faces 
shall be counted as one face. If the two back-to-back faces are of unequal size, 
the larger of the two sign faces shall be counted as the one face. 

( c) The height of a sign shall be measured as the vertical distance from the highest 
point of the sign to the grade of the adjacent street or the average grade of the 
ground immediately beneath the sign, whichever is less. 

Section 18.12. Signs in the Ag and R-R Districts. The following signs are permitted in the 
AG Agricultural District and the R-R Rural Residential District. 

(a) Signs as permitted and regulated by Sections 18.04, 18.05, 18.07 and 18.08. 

(b) One non-illuminated subdivision identification sign per entrance road for each 
subdivision or comparable development, except that no two such signs per 
subdivision shall be located closer to each other than 1,320 feet. A subdivision 
identification sign shall not exceed 32 square feet in area and shall not be higher 
than six feet. 

( c) One freestanding sign for permitted non-residential uses, not to exceed 16 square 
feet in sign area and of a height not greater than six feet. Any such sign shall be 
located not closer than ten feet from a side lot line and the sign shall not be 
illuminated. 

(d) Real estate signs shall be permitted as follows: 
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(1) For single family dwelling and farms, one sign per parcel. Such signs 
shall not exceed 12 square feet in area and six feet in height. They shall 
be set back at least five feet from all lot lines. 

(2) For non-residential uses, one sign per parcel. Such signs shall not exceed 
32 square feet in area and shall not exceed eight feet in height. they shall 
be set back at least five feet from all lot lines. 

(e) Signs for special land uses shall be as permitted by the Planning Commission and 
Township Board, or by the Planning Commission alone, whichever has the 
authority under this Ordinance to approve the special land use. 

Section 18.13. Signs in the R-1 District, LR District, R-2 District, R-3 District and 
Residential PUD District. The following signs are permitted in the R-1, LR, R-2, R-3 and 
Residential PUD Districts: 

(a) Signs as permitted and regulated by Sections 18.04, 18.05, 18.07 and 18.08. 

(b) One non-illuminated subdivision identification sign per entrance road for each 
subdivision or comparable development, except that no two such signs per 
subdivision shall be located closer to each other than 1,320 feet. A subdivision 
identification sign shall not exceed 32 square feet in area and shall not be higher 
than eight feet. 

( c) One freestanding sign for permitted non-residential uses, not to exceed 16 square 
feet in sign area and of a height not greater than six feet. Any such sign shall be 
located not closer than ten feet from a side lot line and the sign shall not be 
illuminated. 

( d) Real estate signs shall be permitted as follows: 

(1) For single family dwelling and farms, one sign per parcel. Such signs 
shall not exceed 12 square feet in area and six feet in height. They shall 
be set back at least five feet from all lot lines. 

(2) For non-residential uses, one sign per parcel. Such signs shall not exceed 
32 square feet in area and shall not exceed eight feet in height. They shall 
be set back at least five feet from all lot lines. 

Section 18.14. Signs in the C-1 and C-2 District. The following signs are permitted in the 
C-1 Neighborhood Commercial District and the C-2 General Commercial District: 

(a) Signs as permitted and regulated by Sections 18.04, 18.05, 18.07 and 18.08. 

(b) In the C-1 District, there may be one freestanding sign for each lot or parcel of 
land, not to exceed 64 square feet in sign area and not to exceed 20 feet in height. 
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(c) In the C-2 District, there may be one freestanding sign for each lot or parcel of 
-land, not to exceed 72 square feet in sign area and not to exceed 25 feet in height. 

(d) Each commercial establishment shall be permitted to have one wall sign. For a 
commercial establishment on a comer lot, one wall sign for each public or private 
street frontage is permitted. 

(I) A commercial establishment cons1stmg of a business located in a 
freestanding building shall be permitted to have a wall sign not to exceed 
one square foot of sign area for each lineal foot of street frontage of such 
freestanding building, except that commercial establishments with more 
than 100 feet of freestanding building frontage shall be permitted a wall 
sign area not to exceed one square foot of sign area for each of the first 
100 lineal feet of freestanding building frontage plus one and one-half 
square feet of sign area for each three lineal feet of freestanding building 
frontage in excess of 100 lineal feet thereof. 

(2) A commercial establishment consisting of a business located in a building, 
but separated from other businesses in the building by walls from the 
ground up and with a door for use by the public for exclusive ingress to 
and egress from the business, shall be permitted to have a wall sign area 
not to exceed one square foot of sign area for each lineal foot of building 
frontage of such commercial establishment, except that commercial 
establishments with more than 100 feet of building frontage of the 
establishment shall be permitted to have a wall sign area not to exceed one 
square foot of sign area for each of the first 100 feet of building frontage 
of the establishment and one and one-half square feet of sign area for each 
three lineal feet of building frontage of the establishment in excess of 100 
lineal feet thereof. 

(3) A freestanding building in which more than one commercial establishment 
is located may have a sign on or next to the front door thereof stating the 
names of the commercial establishments located in the building, but not 
for the purpose of advertising any goods, products or services. Such sign 
shall not exceed an area of eight square feet. 

( e) A wall sign shall be attached to the same wall which is used to determine its area. 

(f) In the C-1 and C-2 Districts, there may be one real estate sign per lot or parcel of 
land, not to exceed 32 square feet in sign area and not to exceed eight feet in 
height. Such signs shall be set back a minimum of five feet from the front lot 
line. 

(g) Signs for special land uses shall be as permitted by the Planning Commission and 
Township Board, or by the Planning Commission alone, whichever has the 
authority under this Ordinance to approve the special land use. 
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Section 18.15. Signs in the I Industrial District. The following signs are permitted in the 
I Industrial District: 

(a) Signs as permitted and regulated by Sections 18.04, 18.05, 18.07 and 18.08. 

(b) Each industrial establishment shall be permitted to have one freestanding sign for 
each lot or parcel of land, not to exceed 72 square feet in sign area and not to 
exceed 25 feet in height. 

(c) Each industrial establishment shall be permitted to have one wall sign. For an 
industrial establishment on a comer lot, there may be one wall sign for each 
public or private street frontage. An industrial establishment shall not have more 
than one wall sign per wall. The size of the wall sign shall comply with the 
following requirements: 

(1) Industrial establishments with up to and including 128 lineal feet of wall 
fronting upon a street are permitted to have a sign area not to exceed 32 
square feet. 

(2) An industrial establishment with more than 128 lineal feet of wall fronting 
upon a street is permitted to have a sign area of 32 square feet plus one 
additional square foot of sign area for each four lineal feet of wall 
exceeding 128 lineal feet thereof. 

(3) A wall sign shall be attached to the same wall which is used to determine 
its area. 

( d) In the I Industrial District, there may be one real estate sign per lot or parcel of 
land, not to exceed 32 square feet in sign area and not to exceed eight feet in 
height. Such signs shall be set back a minimum of five feet from the front lot 
line. 

Section 18.16. Special Land Use Signs. Signs for special land uses shall be as permitted by 
the Planning Commission and Township Board, or by the Planning Commission alone, 
whichever has the authority under this Ordinance to approve the special land use. 
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CHAPTER 18A 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY LAND USES 

Section 18A.01. Description and Purpose. This chapter is intended to authorize and regulate 
point-of-use electric power generation in specified zone districts by means of wind energy 
systems; solar energy systems, stationary fuel cells, geothermal energy systems; biomass 
facilities; and other alternative energy land use measures ( except wind energy systems, which are 
authorized and regulated by Chapter 18B), in order to achieve the following purposes. 

(a) To promote the use of alternative energy measures to generate electric power 
from renewable resources, in order to provide electric power for the use and 
benefit of individual properties. 

(b) To help reduce reliance on electric power generated from fossil fuels, by 
authorizing, and thereby encouraging, the use of energy-generating systems that 
utilize renewable resources, including wind-energy systems, solar energy systems; 
stationary fuel cells; geothermal energy systems; biomass facilities; and other 
measures for the generation of electric power from renewable sources. 

(c) To assist in reducing the cost of electric power generation for individual 
properties by permitting electric power generation from renewable sources, under 
appropriate regulations. 

( d) To ensure that alternative energy land uses for individual properties are 
established and operated at such locations and under such requirements as will 
avoid adverse effects on the subject land and on other lands. 

Section 18A.02. Point-of-Use Electric Power Generation from Specified Renewable 
Resources. 

(a) Point-of-use electric power generation by means of (I) solar energy systems and 
(2) stationary fuel cells shall be a permitted accessory use in the AG, R-R, R-1, 
LR, R-2, C-1, C-2 and I Districts, and in the R-PUD and FR-PUD Districts if 
permitted under the terms of the applicable PUD ordinance, in accordance with 
the provisions of this chapter. 

(b) Point-of-use electric power generation by means of wind energy systems, biomass 
facilities, ground source heat pumps and geothermal energy systems shall be 
permitted only as a special land use in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter and applicable provisions of Chapter 15. 

Section 18A.03. Solar Energy Systems. 

(a) Solar energy systems for the purpose of generating point-of-use electric power are 
a permitted accessory use. Such systems may include photovoltaic cells, 
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photovoltaic modules, solar tiles and panels and other equipment for the purpose 
of generating electricity from solar energy. (' _,m__t; ~ ~) 
(]) Such systems shall comply with thY°~ Construction Code. All 

required construction permits shall be obtained. 

(2) All equipment and facilities shall not be located in any required front, side 
or rear yard building setback. 

(3) All such solar energy systems, whether roof-mounted or ground-mounted, 
shall comply with the maximum building and structure height limitation of 
the zone district in which such systems are located, but in any event a 
roof-mounted or ground-mounted system shall not have a height above 
grade that is greater than the lineal distance from the solar energy system 
to the nearest property line. 

( 4) Any noise resulting from the operation of the equipment or systems shall 
comply with the noise regulations stated in Township Ordinance No. 93-2. 

(5) The installation, operation, maintenance and removal of such equipment 
and systems shall be carried out so as to have no serious adverse effect on 
adjacent or other lands. 

(6) Solar energy systems mounted on the roof of a building shall be only of 
such weight as can safely be supported by the roof. If requested, proof 
thereof, in the form of certification by a professional engineer or other 
qualified person, shall be submitted to the Township building official prior 
to installation, and such certification shall be subject to the building 
official's approval. 

(7) Solar energy systems that are roof-mounted, wall-mounted or are 
otherwise attached to a building or structure shall be permanently and 
safely attached to the building or structure. 

(8) Solar energy systems that are wall-mounted shall not exceed the height of 
the building wall to which they are attached. 

(9) Solar energy systems shall not be mounted on the front wall of a building. 

(10) The exterior surfaces of solar panels and other aspects of solar energy 
systems shall be generally neutral in color and substantially non-reflective 
of light. 

(11) Solar energy systems shall be installed, maintained and used only in 
accordance with the manufacturer's directions. Upon request, a copy of 
such directions shall be submitted to the Township building official prior 
to installation. The building official may inspect the completed 
installation, to verify compliance with the manufacturer's directions. 
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Section 18A.04. Biomass Facilities. Facilities and equipment for the generation of alternative 
or renewable energy by means of biomass gasification plants ("biomass facility") may be 
approved by the Planning Commission as a special land use in the I District upon compliance 
with the following requirements and in accordance with Sections 15.01 through 15.07 of this 
Ordinance: 

(a) A biomass facility is a facility or plant designed and operated for the production 
of energy from waste and byproducts of plant and animal origin from agriculture, 
forestry and other sources, including waste wood, plants animal manure and 
similar waste materials, byproducts and residues from which energy may be 
obtained or extracted through various processes. 

(b) A biomass facility does not include a plant, facility or process utilizing fossil fuels 
and any products and byproducts from fossil fuels for the purpose of obtaining or 
producing energy, nor does it include sanitary sewage, sewage waste, sewage 
sludge, landfill gas or other landfill byproducts or materials or byproducts from 
sewage treatment plants or installations. 

( c) A biomass facility may include combustion systems and other systems and 
equipment for the purpose of processing or converting permitted raw material into 
energy or into forms from which energy may be derived. 

(d) A biomass facility shall be located only in the I Industrial District. The facility 
shall comply with the minimum lot area, the minimum fot width and the minimum 
required building setbacks specified for the I District, or such greater lot area, 
such greater lot width and such greater building setbacks as may be required by 
the Planning Commission in its approval of the special land use. 

( e) The biomass facility shall comply with the maximum building height specified for 
the I District, or such greater height as may be permitted by the Planning 
Commission in its approval of the special land use. 

(f) Site plan review and approval shall be required under the terms of Chapter 17 of 
this Ordinance. 

(g) The biomass facility shall comply with all applicable federal, state and county 
laws, rules and regulations. All required federal, state and county permits and 
approvals shall be obtained. Two copies of any such permits and approvals shall 
be submitted to the Township. 

(h) A biomass facility shall comply with state air pollution control laws and 
regulations. A state air pollution control permit shall be obtained, if required. In 
its approval of the special land use, the Planning Commission may impose air 
pollution control requirements, including those in excess of such requirements 
under the terms of state air pollution control regulations. 
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(i) The biomass facility shall have such screening and landscaping as may be 
required by the Planning Commission, for the purpose of shielding or obscuring 
the facility from view from adjacent and nearby lands and the public streets. 

(j) Safe and convenient access shall be provided to and from the facility for motor 
vehicles, including trucks and other vehicles delivering raw material to the site. 
Access points and the configuration thereof shall be subject to the approval of the 
Montcalm County Road Commission, including any required acceleration and 
deceleration lanes. 

(k) In its approval of the special land use, the Planning Commission may regulate and 
impose terms and conditions concerning buildings, raw material storage, storm 
water drainage, off-street parking and loading areas, outdoor lighting, signage, 
isolation distance from other lands, utility services, noise, hours of operation and 
other elements and aspects of the special land use. 

(1) All aspects of the facility, including the location thereof, storm water control 
measures and public utility services shall be subject to the approval of the 
Township engineer. Storm water control measures shall be subject to the 
approval of the Montcalm County Drain Commissioner. 

(m) A building permit shall be required; the applicant shall otherwise comply with all 
applicable provisions of the '.fo\'\insmp Building Code as administered by the 
Montcalm County Building Department. 

(n) A site plan complying with the provisions of Section 17.03 shall be submitted by 
the applicant, together with such other information as may be required by the 
Planning Commission. Such other information may include an environmental 
impact statement, traffic impact study, noise control plan, outdoor lighting plan, 
signage detail, landscape and screening plan, storm water management plan, 
utility plan, proposed air pollution control measures and other plans, information 
and data sufficient to enable the Planning Commission to consider all aspects of 
the proposed use and the site thereof. 

( o) In considering the application for the special land use, the site plan and other 
materials submitted by the applicant, the Planning Commission shall consider the 
standards for approval of the special land use as stated in Sectiop 15.03. 

Section ISA.OS. Stationary Fuel Cells. 

(a) Stationary fuel cells for the purpose of generating electricity through chemical 
processes are a permitted accessory use; provided, however, that such fuel cells 
shall have zero emissions, except for only limited amounts of carbon dioxide 
emissions. 

(1) Such fuel cells shall comply with the Tuwn:,kii, Construction Code. All 
required construction permits shall be obtained. 
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(2) Emissions resulting from the operation of such fuel cells shall comply 
with applicable air-pollution regulations of the Michigan Air Pollution 
Control Commission. An air quality permit shall be obtained, if required 
by law. 

(3) All equipment and facilities shall not be located in any required front, side 
or rear yard building setback. 

( 4) All such fuel cells, whether roof-mounted or ground-mounted, shall 
comply with the maximum building and structure height limitation of the 
zone district in which the fuel cells are located, but in any event a roof
mounted or ground-mounted system shall not have a height above grade 
that is greater than the lineal distance from the solar energy system to the 
nearest property line. 

(5) Any noise resulting from the operation of the fuel cells shall comply with 
the noise regulations stated in Township Ordinance No. 93-2. 

(6) The installation, operation, maintenance and removal of such fuel cells 
shall be carried out so as to have no serious adverse effect on adjacent or 
other lands. 

Section lSA.06. Geothermal Energy Systems. 

(a) Electric energy generation for direct-use on and for the land containing a 
geothermal source of energy, and utilizing measures other than heat pumps as 
authorized above in this chapter, may be permitted as a special land use in the 
AG, R-R, and R-1 Districts approved by the Planning Commission under the 
terms of this section and in accordance with Sections 15.01 through 15.07 of this 
Ordinance. 

(i) Such geothermal direct uses may include one or more wells and other 
facilities on a property, together with such other geothermal-energy 
measures and equipment as may be approved by means of special land 
use. 

(2) In approving a special land use for such purpose, the Planning 
Commission shall impose where applicable the following minimum 
requirements, among others: 

(i) Ground or surface water protection standards; 

(ii) Separation requirements from other land uses, and in particular 
noise-sensitive uses such as single-family dwellings, school 
buildings and others; 

(iii) Road improvement requirements, where necessary; 
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(iv) Dust abatement requirements and other requirements for the 
avoidance of nuisances during the drilling of wells and installation 
of equipment; 

(v) Maximum n01se limitations for well-drilling and operational 
activities; 

(vi) Access protection requirements with respect to fencing or other 
deterrents to public access at wellheads or other above-ground 
equipment; 

(vii) Standards for the placement and installation of pipelines, if any; 

(viii) Requirements that may be necessary for the mitigation of any 
possible land subsidence that may occur as a result of the use of 
geothermal resources; and 

(ix) Such other standards and requirements as may be imposed by the 
Planning Commission in the approval of the special land use, 
consistent with the protection of public health and safety. 

Section 18A.07. Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following words and phrases shall 
have the meanings stated respectively below in this section. 

(b) Point-of-Use Electric Power Generation. The non-commercial generation of 
electric power for direct use on and for the location or site of a permitted use or a 
special land use, including the sale to a regulated public utility of electric power 
generated on the site of a permitted use or a special land use, but only to the 
extent of that amount of electric power in excess of the electric power used at 
such site or location; provided, however, that the maximum quantity of electric 
power that may be generated by a point-of-use electric power generating facility 
shall not exceed 250 percent of the usual and customary amount of electric power 
consumed annually for the permitted use or special land use located on the site. 

(c) Solar Energy Systems. For purposes of this chapter, a solar energy system is 
defined as a panel or panels and/or other devices or equipment, or any 
combination thereof, that collect, store, distribute and/or transform solar, radiant 
energy into electrical, thermal or chemical energy for the purpose of generating 
electric power or other form of generated energy for use in or associated with a 
principal land use on the parcel of land on which the solar energy collector is 
located and, if permitted, for the sale and distribution of excess available 
electricity to an authorized public utility for distribution to other lands. 
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CHAPTER 19 
OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING 

Section 19.01. Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to prescribe regulations for off-street 
parking of motor vehicles in residential and non-residential zoning districts, to ensure by the 
provision of these regulations that adequate parking and access is provided in a safe and 
convenient manner, and to afford reasonable protection to adjacent land uses from light, noise, 
air pollution, and other effects of parking areas. 

Section 19.02. Scope. 

(a) At the time any building or structure is erected, enlarged, or increased in capacity, 
or uses established, off-street parking and loading spaces shall be provided in all 
zoning districts according to the requirements of this chapter. 

(b) No parking or loading area or space which exists at the time of the adoption of 
this Ordinance shall thereafter be relinquished or reduced in any manner below 
the requirements established by this Ordinance. 

Section 19.03. Location of Parking Areas. 

(a) For all residential uses the number of parking spaces required by this Ordinance 
shall be located on the same lot or parcel as the dwelling units served. 

(b) For all other uses the number of parking spaces required by this Ordinance shall 
be located on the same lot, or lots under the same ownership, within 300 feet of 
the building it is intended to serve, measured from the building to the nearest 
parking space of the on-premise parking lot. 

Section 19.04. General Requirements. 

(a) Definitions. For purposes of determining off street parking requirements the 
following definitions shall apply: 

(1) Gross Floor Area. The sum of all gross horizontal areas of all floors of a 
building or buildings, measured from the outside dimensions of the 
outside face of the outside wall. Unenclosed porches, court yards, or 
patios shall not be considered as part of the gross floor area except where 
they are utilized for commercial purposes such as the outdoor sale of 
merchandise or seating for a restaurant. 

(2) Usable Floor Area. That area to be used for the sale of merchandise or 
services, or for use to serve patrons, clients, or customers, Such floor area 
which is used or intended to be used principally for the storage or 
processing of merchandise, hallways, stairways, and elevator shafts, or 
restrooms, shall be excluded from this computation of usable floor area. 
Usable floor area shall be measured from the interior faces of the exterior 
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walls, and total usable area for a building shall include the sum of the 
usable floor area for all floors. 

(3) Parking Area. For purposes of this chapter, parking area shall include the 
space where vehicles are parked, as well as access aisles, driveways, and 
loading and unloading areas. 

(b) Units of Measurement. 

(1) Where benches, pews, or other similar seating are used as seats, each 24 
inches of such seating facility shall be counted as one seat. 

(2) For requirements stated in terms of employees, the calculation shall be 
based upon the maximum number of employees likely to be on the 
premises during the largest shift. 

(3) When units of measurement determining the number of required parking 
spaces or loading spaces result in a requirement of a fractional space, that 
fraction shall be counted as a full parking space. 

(c) Storage and Repair. The use of semi-trailers for storage purposes within a 
parking area is prohibited. 

(d) Parking Requirements for Uses Not Listed. The minimum parking space 
requirements for all uses shall be as listed in Section 19.06. For uses not 
specifically listed in Section 19.06 the requirements shall be determined as 
follows. 

(1) The Zoning Administrator may establish the parking requirement by 
making the determination that the proposed use is similar in parking 
requirement to a use which is listed in Section 19.06. In such case, the 
same parking requirement shall apply. 

(2) If the proposed use is not similar to a use listed in Section 19 .06, the 
Zoning Administrator shall refer to engineering or planning manuals, 
publications and reports, or to the parking requirements used by other 
municipalities in order to determine the minimum parking requirements. 

( e) Existing Parking Lots. Parking areas which are in existence as of the date of 
adoption of this chapter shall be considered legal nonconforming uses if lawfully 
approved under the previous regulations. Any expansion of such existing parking 
areas shall conform to the requirements of this chapter. 

Section 19.05. Design, Location and Construction Requirements. The following 
provisions shall apply to all uses except one-family dwellings, two-family dwellings and farms: 

(a) All drives, driveways, and parking spaces shall be surfaced with asphalt, 
bituminous, portland cement binder pavement or other durable and dustless 
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surface. Such surfaces shall be graded to dispose of all surface water and prevent 
drainage onto abutting properties. 

In order to reduce the amount of impervious surface and the corresponding storm 
water runoff as well as improve parking lot aesthetics, the Planning Commission 
or Zoning Administrator may approve alternate parking lot surfaces for overflow 
parking or employee parking. 

(b) Lighting fixtures used to illuminate off-street parking areas shall be so arranged as 
to deflect the light away from any adjoining residential properties or streets and 
highways. 

(c) All off-street parking areas, including parking aisles, except those serving 
residential dwellings with less than four dwelling units, shall be set back a 
minimum of five feet from the rear and side lot lines, and a minimum of 15 feet 
from the front lot line. The Planning Commission may permit parking areas to 
encroach within the 15 foot front setback where substantial additional screening 
or landscaping acceptable to the Planning Commission is provided. 

(d) Parking areas shall be designed to delineate access aisles or drives and to provide 
drivers proper sight distance at the end of parking rows where such rows intersect 
access aisles or drive. 

Section 19.06. Schedule of Off-Street Parking Requirements. Each use shall provide 
parking spaces in conformance with the following schedule of requirements: 

(a) Residential. 

(1) Single Family, Two-Family, or Multiple Family With Three or More 
Bedrooms. Two for each dwelling unit 

(2) Multiple Family With One or Two Bedrooms. Two for each two 
bedroom dwelling unit and 1.5 for each one bedroom dwelling unit. 

(3) Mobile Home Parks. Two for each mobile home or mobile home site. 

(b) Institutional/Public Assembly. 

(1) Churches, and Other Houses of Worship. One space per each three 
seats in the main worship area 

(2) Child Care Centers. One space for every eight children of licensed 
capacity, plus one space for each employee. A minimum of three 
employee spaces shall be required. 

(3) Elementary Schools. Two spaces per classroom. 

( 4) Junior High Schools and Middle Schools. Five spaces per classroom. 
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(5) High Schools. Eight spaces per classroom, or one space per each four 
seats of maximum seating capacity for that indoor place of a_ssembly 
having the greatest capacity, whichever is greater. 

(6) Libraries and Museums. One parking space per 400 square feet of gross 
floor area. 

( c) Offices. 

(1) Medical/Dental Clinics or Offices. Four spaces per 1,000 square feet of 
gross floor area. A minimum of six spaces shall be required. 

(2) General Office Buildings. One space per 300 square feet of gross floor 
area. A minimum of four spaces shall be required. 

(3) Banks, Credit Unions, or Savings and Loans. Six spaces per 1,000 
square feet of gross floor area, plus two spaces per each non-drive-through 
automatic teller plus four on-site waiting spaces for each drive up window 
or drive-thru automatic teller. 

( d) Retail and Service Uses. 

(1) Retail Shopping Centers, Discount Stores, and Department Stores 
Containing Between 25,000 and 400,000 Square Feet. Four spaces per 
1,000 square feet of usable floor area. 

(2) Retail Centers Containing Between 400,000 and 600,000 Square Feet. 
Four and one-half spaces per 1,000 square feet of floor area. 

(3) Retail Centers Containing Greater 600,000 Square Feet. Five spaces 
per 1,000 square feet of usable floor area. 

(4) Other Retail Uses Not Otherwise Specified Herein. One space per 200 
square feet of usable floor area plus one per employee. 

(5) Supermarkets and Grocery Stores. One space per 200 square feet of 
useable floor area. 

(6) Personal Service Establishments Not Otherwise Provided Herein. 

(7) 

(8) 

One space per each 300 square feet of usable floor area plus one per 
employee. 

Appliance Stores. Four spaces per 1,000 square feet of gross floor area. 

Automobile Service Stations. Two parking spaces per each service bay, 
plus one per each per each employee, plus one per each 200 square feet of 
retail area. A service bay and the area on each side of a gas pump may 
count as a parking space. 
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(9) Automobile Wash Establishments (Automatic). One parking space per 
each employee, plus fifteen on-site waiting spaces at each wash-bay 
entrance, plus two drying spaces at the exit. 

(I 0) Automobile Wash Establishments (Self-Service). One parking space 
per each employee, plus three on-site waiting spaces at each wash-bay 
entrance. 

(11) Barber Shops, Beauty Salons. Two for each barber or beauty operator 
chair/station plus one for every two employees. 

(12) Building Supply Store, Home Improvement Store, Paint and 
Hardware Store. One space per 200 square feet of usable floor area plus 
one for each employee. 

(13) Convenience Stores. Four spaces per 1,000 square feet of gross floor 
area. 

(14) Funeral Homes and Mortuaries. One space per 50 square feet of parlor 
and chapel areas. 

(15) Hotel, Motel, or Other Commercial Lodging Establishment. One 
space for each guest room, plus one for each two employees. 

(16) Laundromats. One space per each three washing machines. 

(17) Mini-Storage Houses/Warehouses. Six spaces. 

(18) Motor Vehicle Dealerships. One space per 5,000 square feet of outdoor 
sales area, plus one space per sales desk/office, plus three spaces per 
service bay. A minimum of six spaces shall be required. 

(19) Restaurants Without Drive-Through Facilities. One space for each 100 
square feet of usable floor area or one space for each two persons allowed 
within the maximum occupancy load established by the applicable code or 
ordinance, whichever is greater. 

(20) Restaurants With Drive-Through Facilities. One space for each 100 
square feet of usable floor area or one space for each one and one-half 
person allowed within the maximum occupancy load established by any 
applicable code or ordinance, whichever is greater 

( e) Recreation/Entertainment. 

(1) Bowling Centers. Five spaces per bowling lane. 

(2) Golf Driving Ranges. One and one-half spaces per tee. 

(3) Golf Courses, Miniature. One and one-half spaces per each hole. 
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( 4) Golf Courses. Five spaces per hole. 

(5) Health and Fitness Centers. Five spaces per 1,000 square feet of gross 
floor area. 

(6) Movie Theaters. One space per each four seats, plus four spaces per 
screen. 

(7) Public Recreation Centers. Five spaces per 1,000 square feet of gross 
floor area. 

(f) Industrial Uses. 

(1) Manufacturing, Light Industrial, and Research Establishments. One 
and one-half parking spaces per each 1,000 square feet of gross floor area. 

(2) Wholesale, Warehouses, or Distribution Facilities, and Trucking 
Terminals. One parking space per each 1,500 square feet of gross floor 
area or one per employee which ever is greater. 

Section 19.07. Off-Street Loading Requirements. 

(a) Off-street loading spaces shall be provided in size and quantity sufficient to 
prevent interference with adjacent streets or required off-street parking areas. 

(b) Required loading spaces shall not be included in the count of off-street parking 
spaces. 

(c) Loading spaces shall not use any portion of any public right-of-way. 

( d) Maneuvering space for trucks using the loading spaces shall be provided on the 
premises, and shall not necessitate the use of public right-of-way. 

( e) Loading spaces shall not be located within the front yard, nor in either front yard 
on each street side of a corner lot. 

(f) The design, location, and screening of off-street loading areas shall be reviewed at 
the time of site plan approval, so as to ensure that adequate protection is afforded 
to adjacent properties. 
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CHAPTER20 
NONCONFORMING USES 

Section 20.01. Intent and Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to provide regulations 
concerning lots and parcels of land, buildings, structures, and the uses thereof which were lawful 
prior to the enactment of this Ordinance, or relevant amendment thereto, but which are 
prohibited or more strictly regulated under the current provisions of this Ordinance. 

Further, the provisions of this chapter are intended to permit such lawfully nonconforming lots 
and parcels of land, buildings, structures and uses to continue, though not to encourage their 
nonconforming status on a long term basis. Because the continued existence of such 
nonconforming lots, buildings, structures and uses prevents the full realization of the goals and 
purposes of this Ordinance, a significant purpose of this chapter is to promote the reduction or 
elimination of such nonconformities. 

The provisions of this chapter are intended to accomplish the following: 

(a) To permit lawful nonconforming buildings, structures and uses to remain until 
they are discontinued or removed. 

(b) To permit lawfully nonconforming lots and parcels of land to be improved by the 
construction and use of buildings only as specifically permitted by the terms of 
this Ordinance. 

(c) To promote the termination and removal of any use, building or structure in 
violation of this Ordinance that was established prior to the effective date hereof 
or prior to the effective date of any relevant amendment thereto. 

( d) Encourage the combining of contiguous nonconforming lots or parcels of land, so 
as to create lots and parcels which comply with current minimum provisions as to 
area, width and other aspects thereof. 

(e) To encourage the improvement of buildings and structures so as to comply with 
current minimum provisions of this Ordinance. 

Section 20.02. Lawfully Nonconforming Buildings and Structures. 

(a) Building and structures which are existing and lawful on the effective date of this 
Ordinance or any relevant amendment therein may be continued even though such 
buildings and structures do not comply with the provisions of this Ordinance or 
any relevant amendment therein, subject, however, to the following limitations: 

(1) A nonconforming building or a nonconforming structure shall not be 
enlarged or altered in any manner or to any extent which increases the 
nonconformity of the building or structure; provided, however, that such 
enlargement or alteration may be permitted by the Planning Commission 
as a special exception use after public hearing with notice in the same 
manner and to the same extent as required for a special land use. 
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(2) If a nonconforming building or structure is altered or modified so as to 
eliminate, remove, or lessen any or all of its nonconforming 
characteristics, then such nonconforming characteristics shall not be 
subsequently reestablished or increased. 

(3) Repairs, improvements, or modernizing of a nonconforming building or 
structure are permitted, provided that such repairs, improvements, or 
modernizing do not exceed one-half the value of the building or structure 
during any period of twelve consecutive months; provided, however, that 
the Planning Commission may permit as a special exception use, after 
public hearing and with notice as stated in subparagraph (I) the repair, 
improvement or modernizing of a nonconforming building or structure as 
to which such action exceeds one-half the value of the building or 
structure during any period of 12 consecutive months. 

( 4) A lawfully nonconforming building may be altered, modernized, restored 
or otherwise improved if such activity will cause the building or structure 
to be more conforming to the provisions of this Ordinance. 

(5) A lawfully nonconforming building or structure may be enlarged or 
expanded if the enlargement or expansion will be within all the required 
minimum building setbacks and if all other dimensional and Township 
Building Code requirements are complied with. 

(6) The special exception uses referred to in subsections (1) and (3) of this 
Section 20.03(a) may be considered and approved as follows: 

(i) The Planning Commission may approve, as a special exception 
use, ( 1) the enlargement or expansion of a lawfully nonconforming 
building, if the enlargement or expansion would result in the 
building or structure becoming more nonconforming and (2) the 
repairing, improving or modernizing of a nonconforming building 
or structure if the value of the result thereof would exceed one-half 
the value of the building or structure during any period of 12 
consecutive months. 

(ii) An applicant shall apply for such special exception use on a form 
provided by the Township and shall pay the required application 
fee. The application shall include the same type and extent of 
information as is required for a special land use. 

(iii) The Planning Commission shall convene a public hearing on the 
application for the special exception use, after the giving of notice 
that is of the same type and extent as is required for consideration 
of a special land use. 
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(iv) The special exception use may be approved by the Planning 
Commission in its discretion, if the Commission determines that all 
of the following apply: 

(I) As to the enlargement or alteration of a nonconforming 
building or structure described in subparagraph (a)(l), the 
enforcement of the requirements of this Ordinance with 
respect to the expansion or enlargement of the 
nonconforming building would preclude a reasonable 
enlargement or expansion of a nonconforming building, 
would augment or enhance a conforming use, or would 
avoid the discontinuance of a conforming use. As to the 
repair, improvement or modernizing of a nonconforming 
building or structure, where the value of the result of such 
action would exceed one-half the value of the building or 
structure during any period of 12 consecutive months, the 
enforcement of the requirements of this ordinance requiring 
that the value of such action not exceed one-half the value 
of the building or structure would preclude reasonable 
repairs, improvements or modernizing of the building or 
structure. 

(II) The proposed action and the result thereof would not result 
in serious adverse effects on adjacent or nearby lands and 
land uses or the abutting streets, or such serious adverse 
effects would be avoided or sufficiently moderated by the 
imposition of terms and conditions in the special exception 
use. 

(v) In approving a special exception use, the Planning Commission 
may impose reasonable terms, conditions and limitations. 

(7) In the event that any lawfully nonconforming building or structure is 
damaged by wind, fire, or other casualty to such extent that the cost of 
reconstruction or restoration is equal to or less than 60 percent of the value 
of such building or structure prior to the occurrence of the casualty, as 
determined by the most recent Township assessment of the value of the 
building or structure, excluding the fair market value of the land, then such 
reconstruction or restoration shall be permitted, provided that a building 
permit for the same is issued not later than one year after the occurrence of 
the casualty. 

Section 20.03. Lawfully Nonconforming Uses of Buildings, Structures and Land. 

(a) The use of any building, structure or land that was lawful on the effective date of 
this Ordinance or any relevant amendment therein may be continued, even though 
the use of such building, structure or land does not comply with the provisions of 
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this Ordinance or any relevant amendment therein, subject however to the 
following provisions: 
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CHAPTER21 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

Section 21.01. Members, Appointment and Tenure. There is hereby created a Township 
Board of Zoning Appeals, consisting of three members. The first member of the Board of 
Appeals shall be a member of the Township Planning Commission. The second member may be 
a member of the Township Board. The remaining members of the Board shall be appointed from 
among the electors residing in the Township, provided that no elected officer of the Township 
nor any employee of the Township Board may serve simultaneously as a member, or as an 
employee of the Board of Appeals. The members selected from among the electors of the 
Township shall each serve a term of three years staggered in such a way that the term of at least 
one member expires each year. 

Section 21.02. Officers. The Board shall elect from its membership a chairperson, vice 
chairperson and secretary. 

Section 21.03. Meetings and Voting. 

(a) Meetings of the Board shall be held at such times as the Board may determine. 

(b) The presence of two members shall constitute a quorum. The concurring vote of 
two members of the Board shall be necessary to reverse any order, requirement, 
decision or determination of the Zoning Administrator or to decide in favor of the 
applicant on any matter upon which it is required to pass by this Ordinance, or to 
grant variances from the terms of this Ordinance. 

( c) The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the actions of the 
Board. 

Section 21.04. Jurisdiction. The Board of Appeals shall act upon all questions as they may 
arise in the administration of the Zoning Ordinance, including the interpretation of the zoning 
map. It shall hear and decide all appeals from and review any order, requirements, decision or 
determination made by the Zoning Administrator or other administrative officers charged with 
the enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance. The Board of Appeals shall also hear and 
decide all matters referred to it or upon which it is required to pass under this Ordinance. The 
Board of Appeals shall have no jurisdiction or authority to hear an appeal from any aspect or part 
of a determination or decision made with regard to a special land use or planned unit 
development. 

Section 21.05. Powers of the Board. The Board of Appeals shall have the power to hear 
applications for relief as follows: 

(a) Where it is alleged that there is error or misinterpretation in any order, 
requirement, decision, or denial made by the Zoning Administrator or any other 
administrative official charged with the enforcement of the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 
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(b) Where by reason of the exceptional narrowness, shallowness, or shape of a lot or 
parcel of land, by reason of exceptional topographic conditions or extraordinary 
conditions of land, buildings or structures, there are practical difficulties or 
unnecessary hardship in carrying out the literal requirements of this Ordinance. 

Section 21.06. Variances. No variance in the provisions or requirements of this Ordinance 
shall be authorized by the Board unless the Board makes findings, based upon competent, 
material and substantial evidence on the whole record: 

(a) That the enforcement of the literal requirements of this Ordinance would involve 
practical difficulties or cause unnecessary hardship. 

(b) That special conditions or circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land, 
structures or buildings involved and which are not applicable to other lands, 
structures or buildings in the same zoning district. 

( c) That literal interpretation of the provisions of this Ordinance would deprive the 
applicant of property rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same 
zoning district. 

( d) That the authorizing of such variance will not be of substantial detriment to 
adjacent or nearby lands, structures or buildings, and will not be contrary to the 
spirit and purpose of this Ordinance. 

) Section 21.07. Conditions of Approval. In authorizing a variance or exception, the Board 
may, in addition to the specific conditions of approval called for in this Ordinance, attach thereto 
such other conditions and requirements deemed reasonably necessary for the furtherance of the 
intent and spirit of this Ordinance and the protection of the public interest. 

Section 21.08. Time Limitations on Variances. Any variance granted by the Board shall not 
be valid after a period of twelve months from the date granted unless the owner shall have taken 
substantial steps, as determined by the Board, in implementing the variance granted by the 
Board, provided that the owner, upon application filed prior to the expiration of the variance, 
may obtain an extension of the variance for an additional period of twelve months upon showing 
that the expiration of the variance will cause an undue hardship to the owner. 

Section 21.09. Procedure. The following procedures shall be complied with: 

(a) An appeal for variance from any ruling of the Zoning Administrator or other 
administrative officer may be taken by any person aggrieved thereby. Any 
required fee shall be paid. 

(b) When an application or appeal has been filed in proper form and with the required 
data, the Secretary of the Board shall place the application or appeal upon the 
calendar for hearing and cause notices stating the time, place and object of the 
hearing to be served. 
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(1) Notices shall be served either personally or by mail upon the owners of the 
property for which the application is being considered and to all persons to 
whom real property is assessed within 300 feet of the boundary of the 
property in question. 

(2) Notices shall be mailed or served at least five days before the hearing. 
The Secretary of the Board shall file an affidavit of service of notice with 
the Board prior to the hearing. Each party may appear at the hearing in 
person or by agent or attorney. 

Section 21.10. Decisions of the Board. The Board shall decide all applications and appeals 
within a reasonable time. The Board may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the 
order, requirement, decision, or determination being appealed from, and to that end, shall have 
all the powers of the officer from whom the appeal was taken and may issue or direct the 
issuance of a permit. Such decision shall be binding upon the Zoning Administrator, and the 
Administrator shall incorporate the terms and conditions of the same in any permit issued to the 
applicant. 

Section 21.11. Alternate Members. As provided by law, the Township Board may appoint 
two alternate members to the Board of Zoning Appeals. Whenever a regular member is not 
available or will abstain from participating by reason of conflict of interest and is replaced by an 
alternate member, the regular member shall not be included for purposes of determining a 
quorum, but the alternate member shall be included. Whenever an alternate member is called to 
serve because a regular member will abstain by reason of conflict of interest, the alternate 
member shall serve only to hear and decide the matter within which the conflict of interest arises, 
and shall not hear or decide any other matters, unless authorized to hear such other matters upon 
any of the other grounds stated in this section. 

Township of Pierson Zoning Ordinance 
Revised October 2010 

Board of Zoning Appeals 
Page 21-3 



CHAPTER22 
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

Section 22.01. Zoning Administrator. Except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance or in 
other Township Ordinances, the Zoning Administrator shall administer and enforce this 
Ordinance, including the inspection of premises, the issuing of Zoning Permits, and other actions 
and proceedings for enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance. 

Section 22.02. Zoning Permit Required. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to commence excavation for, or construction 
of, any building, structure or parking area, or to make structural changes in any 
existing building or structure, without first obtaining a zoning permit from the 
Township Zoning Administrator. No building, plumbing, electrical, mechanical 
or other permit shall be issued until the Zoning Administrator has determined that 
the plans and designated use, will conform with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

(b) The application for a Zoning Permit shall designate the existing or intended use of 
the structure or premises, or part thereof which is proposed to be altered, erected, 
or extended, and the number of dwelling units, if any, to occupy it. The 
application shall be accompanied by two accurate copies of drawings, drawn to 
scale, showing the actual lines, angles and dimensions of the lot to be built upon 
or used, and the exact size and location on the lot of all existing and proposed 
structures and uses, and other information necessary to demonstrate compliance 
with the ordinance. The Zoning Administrator may waive or vary portions of the 
foregoing requirements not necessary for determination of compliance with this 
Ordinance, or may require the submission of additional information which is 
necessary to make such a determination. 

( c) One copy of the plans and specifications shall be filled in and retained by the 
Office of the Zoning Administrator, and the other shall be delivered to the 
applicant when the Zoning Administrator has approved the application and issued 
the permit. 

Section 22.03. Occupancy. It shall be unlawful to use or permit the use of any structure or 
premises hereafter altered, extended or erected, until the Building Inspector shall have made an 
inspection of the premises and shall have approved the same for occupancy in writing. The 
Building Inspector shall not issue a certificate of occupancy until it has been ascertained that 
there has been compliance with all of the requirements of this Ordinance. 

Section 22.04. Fees. All applicants for permits, special land use, rezoning, site 
condominiums, variances, site plan approval, and other land use review or approval required by 
this Ordinance, shall pay the fee and any escrow established by resolution of the Township 
Board from time to time. The Zoning Administrator, Planning Commission, Board of Zoning 
Appeals, and Township Board shall not consider any application for land use approval for which 
the required fee has not been paid, or any escrow maintained at the required level. 
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Section 22.05. Performance Guarantees. 

(a) The Planning Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals, and Township Board are 
empowered to require, as a condition of land use approval, that the applicant give 
financial security to ensure that all roads, landscaping, public utilities, and other 
improvements associated with a development are made in full compliance with all 
Township ordinances and conditions placed upon such land use approval. The 
amount of such security may be up to the full amount of the estimated cost of the 
improvements. 

(b) Security shall be in the form of a cashier's check payable to the Township, or by 
establishment of a performance bond or letter of credit in favor of the Township. 
Any performance bond or letter of credit shall, at a minimum: (i) be issued by a 
financial institution or insurer satisfactory to the Township; (ii) continue until the 
project is completed; (iii) and allow full or partial draws upon certification by the 
Zoning Administrator that improvements have not been completed as required. 

( c) Upon certification by the Zoning Administrator that all improvements have been 
fully completed, the Zoning Administrator shall authorize the return of all 
cashier's checks, or give notice that security may be terminated. A partial 
reduction in the amount of security may be pennitted in the Zoning 
Administrator's reasonable discretion, as improvements are completed. 

( d) Upon premature termination or expiration of a bond or letter of credit posted as 
security, all work on an improvement shall be stopped until appropriate security is 
reestablished. 

Section 22.06. Violations and Penalties. 

(a) Any person, corporation or firm who disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to 
comply with any provision of this Ordinance or any pennit, license or exception 
granted hereunder, or any lawful order of the Zoning Enforcement Officer, Board 
of Zoning Appeals or the Township Board issued in pursuance of this Ordinance 
shall be in violation of this Ordinance. Any such violation is hereby declared to 
be a nuisance, per se. 

(b) A violation of this Ordinance is a municipal civil infraction, for which the fine 
shall be not less than $100 nor more than $500 for the first offense and not less 
than $500 nor more than $1,000 for subsequent offenses, in the discretion of the 
Court, and in addition to all other costs, damages, and expenses provided by law. 
For purposes of this section, "subsequent offense" means a violation of the 
provisions of this Ordinance committed by the same person within 12 months of a 
previous violation of the same provision of this Ordinance for which said person 
admitted responsibility or was adjudicated to be responsible. 
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CHAPTER23 
AMENDMENTS 

Section 23.01. Amendments in Zoning Ordinance. An amendment in the text of this 
Ordinance or an amendment in the zoning map may be initiated by the Planning Commission, by 
the Township Board or by any person affected by the provision or zoning designation which is 
requested to be changed or added. 

Section 23.02. Procedures. 

(a) When amendments in the text of this Ordinance or in the zoning map are 
proposed by persons having an interested affected by the proposed change or 
addition, such person shall complete and file the application provided by the 
Township for such purpose. Any required fee shall be paid. 

(b) The application for an amendment in the text of this Ordinance or in the zoning 
map shall include a legal description of the property to be affected, or a copy of 
the proposed text amendment. In the case of a proposed amendment in the zoning 
map, a drawing shall be submitted, showing the property as to which the 
amendment is requested and the location of other adjacent and nearby properties. 

( c) Proposed amendments in the zoning map or in the text of this Ordinance shall be 
received, considered and decided upon as provided by law. Before submitting its 
recommendation to the Township Board, the Planning Commission shall hold at 
least one public hearing, with notice thereof and other aspects of such hearing to 
be in accordance with applicable law. • 

( d) After convening a public hearing, considering the proposed amendment and 
making a recommendation thereon, the Planning Commission shall transmit to the 
Township Board the minutes of the public hearing or other meetings at which the 
application was considered, or the Commission shall otherwise forward to the 
Board such other report or information as will summarize the amendment being 
requested, the comments received from the public and the action taken. 

(e) The Township Board shall consider action on an application for a zoning map 
amendment or an amendment in the text of this Ordinance in the manner provided 
by law. In its discretion, the Township Board may hold additional public 
hearings, with notice to be given as provided by law. 

Section 23.03. Resubmission of Applications. Whenever a proposed zoning map 
amendment or amendment in the text of this Ordinance has been considered, but has not been 
approved, by the Township Board, the Planning Commission shall not reconsider such zoning 
map amendment or such amendment in the text of this Ordinance for at least one year following 
the date of submission of the original application, unless the Planning Commission determines 
that at least one of the following conditions exist: 

(a) That the conditions or other relevant facts involved in the original denial have 
significantly changed. 
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(b) That there are new conditions, facts or circumstances, different from those 
previously existing, which changed the nature of the original application or which 
reasonably justify a new application being submitted and considered. 
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CHAPTER24 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 24.01. Severability. This Ordinance and the sections and other parts thereof are 
hereby declared to be severable. If any section, part or provision of this Ordinance is determined 
to be invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise ineffective, by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 
remaining parts, sections or provisions of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby, if such 
other parts, sections or provisions can be given effect without those parts or portions thus 
declared to be invalid. 

Section 24.02. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective 30 days after its 
publication or 30 days after the publication of a summary of its provisions in a local newspaper 
of general circulation. 

Section 24.03. Prior Zoning Ordinance. The prior Township Zoning Ordinance, being the 
Zoning Ordinance adopted May 11, 1992, is hereby repealed in its entirety, effective as of the 
date this Ordinance becomes effective. 
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           TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON 

 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND ZONING ORDINANCE 

TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLIC UTILITY FACILITIES AND WIND ENERGY 

CONVERSION SYSTEMS 

 

ORD. NO. 2020-01 as amended 2021-01 June 2021 

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON ORDAINS: 

 

Section 1. Purpose. 

 

The Township of Pierson (the "Township") adopts the following revisions to the Township's Zoning 

Ordinance for the health, safety, and welfare of Township residents. 

 

Section 2. Amendment of Section 3.24 5.05 

 

Section 5.05 of the Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

Section 5.05 AG Zone: Wind Energy Zone 

 

(a) Wind Energy Zone as adopted February 16, 2021 

(1) Commercial Wind Tower construction is allowable in those areas east of Federal Rd 

(Northland Dr) in Pierson Township. The Special Use Application must be submitted 

for approval to the Pierson Township Planning Commission. 

 

(2) Private Wind Energy is allowable and determined by set-backs established by Wind 

Ordinance. The Special Use Application must be submitted for approval to Pierson 

Township Planning Commission.  

 

(b) Intent and Purpose 

 

(1) Purpose. The most common and prevalent land use in Pierson Township is agricultural, 

and its preservation has been an ongoing goal within the community for many years. 

This Ordinance is intended to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of 

the Township and to encourage the safe, effective, efficient and orderly development 

and operation of wind energy resources in the Township while preserving and 

protecting the character and the stability of residential, agricultural, recreational, 

commercial and other areas within the Township. 

 

(2) With advances in technology of “wind energy development” in general, specific 

locations within the Township may support the implementation of Utility Grid Wind 

Energy Systems. To prepare for potential “wind development projects” within the 

Township, this Ordinance will require such developments to obtain a Special Land Use 

Permit to ensure wind development sites are appropriately located so as to protect the 

character and stability of the Township’s residential, agricultural, recreational, 

commercial and/or industrial areas and character while simultaneously preserving and 
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protecting the Township’s important and sensitive environmental and ecological assets 

and areas, open space, viewscapes and aesthetics, wetlands, and other ecological and 

environmentally sensitive areas. Accordingly, regulations are necessary to further the 

above goals and, equally important, to minimize the potential adverse effects of this 

emerging land use on adjacent properties. 

 

(c) Findings 

 

(1) This Ordinance has been developed with the intention of obtaining an appropriate 

balance between the desire for renewable energy resources and the need to protect the 

public health, safety, and welfare of the community and the character and stability 

of the Township’s residential, agricultural, recreational, commercial and/or industrial 

areas and preserving and protecting the Township’s important and sensitive 

environmental and ecological assets and areas, open space, viewscapes and aesthetics, 

wetlands, and other ecological and environmentally sensitive areas. 

 

(2) Based on evidence presented in this State and others concerning the adverse secondary 

effects of wind energy systems on communities, including, but not limited to, findings 

from the Wind Turbine Health Impact Study: Report of Independent Expert Panel, 

prepared for the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (2012); 

Strategic Health Impact Assessment on Wind Energy Development in Oregon, 

prepared for the State of Oregon (2012); Potential impact on the Public’s Health from 

Sound Associated with Wind Turbine Facilities, prepared for the State of Vermont’s 

Department of Health (2010); Analysis of the Research on the Health Effects from Wind 

Turbines, Including Effects From Noise, prepared for the Maine Department of Health 

and Human Services (2012); Jeffrey et al, “Adverse Health Effects of Industrial Wind 

Turbines,” 59 Can Fam Physician 473-475 (2013); Salt, A., and Kaltenbach, J, 

Infrasound From Wind Turbines Could Affect Humans, 31(4) Bulletin Science, 

Technology and Society, 296-302 (2011), the following are among the potential 

harmful secondary effects of wind energy systems: 

 

(i) Falling ice or “ice throws” is physically harmful and measures should be taken to 

protect the public from the risk of “ice throws.” 

 

(ii) Nighttime wind turbine noise can cause sleep disturbance. Generally, sleep 

disturbance can adversely affect mood, cognitive functioning and one’s overall 

sense of health and well-being. Chronic stress and sleep disturbance could increase 

the risk for cardiovascular disease, decreased immune function, endocrine 

disorders, and mental illness. In addition, possible health effects include increased 

heart rate, insomnia, fatigue, accidents, reduction in performance and depression. 

 

(iii) Sound from wind energy facilities could potentially impact people’s health and 

well- being if it increases background sound levels by more than 10 dB(A) or results 

in long term outdoor community sound levels above 35-40 dB(A). 

 

(iv) There is evidence that wind turbine sound is more noticeable, annoying and 

disturbing than other community industrial sounds at the same level of loudness. 

 

(v) People who live near wind turbines are more likely to be impacted by wind turbines 
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than would those far away. 

 

(vi) Alternating changes in light intensity caused by the moving blades of wind turbines 

on the ground and stationary objects, also known as shadow flicker, can cause health 

issues. 

 

(vii) The Township desires to protect ecological and environmentally sensitive areas in 

the Township, including, but not limited to, habitats for endangered species or 

heavily used migration routes for species of waterfowl and other migratory birds 

(some of which are protected species). Thus, the Township has determined that 

wind development sites can adversely impact wildlife and their habitats and makes 

evaluation of proposed wind development sites essential. The Township finds that 

any wind development sites should have the lowest potential for negative impacts 

on wildlife resources and avoid locations with higher concentrations of migratory 

birds. Further, any wind development sites that would fragment sensitive habitat 

areas, like rivers, streams, and wetlands, should be avoided. 

 

(viii) The general welfare, health, and safety of the citizens of the Township will be 

promoted by the enactment of this ordinance. 

 

(d) Definitions 
 

(1) Participating Landowner: A landowner who has leased land to the WECS Applicant, 
received financial remuneration from the WECS Applicant, recorded with the Montcalm 

County Register of Deeds said agreement, and has a contract with the WECS Applicant. A 

Participating Landowner may also be called a WECS contract leaseholder. A Participating 

Landowner may or may not have turbines or infrastructure located on their property. 

 

(2) Non-Participating Landowner: A landowner who has not signed a contract or any legal 

document with the WECS Applicant and has not given up rights to their owned land to the 

WECS Applicant. 

 

(3) SCADA (supervisory control and data acquisition): A computer system that monitors and 

controls WECS units. 

 

(4) dBA: The A-weighted sound level. 

 

(5) dBC: The C-weighted sound level. 

 

(6) Pasquill Stability Class: Reference, wikipedia.org “Outline of air pollution dispersion”. 

 

(7) Adverse Sound Character: Sound that causes building rattle, is impulsive, tonal, or has low-

frequency bass rumble. 

 

(8) ANSI: the American National Standards Institute. 

 

(9) Audible: The varying degrees of sound perception as reported by affidavit, including, but 

not limited to, just perceptible, audible, clearly audible, and objectionable. 
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(10) Decibel (dB): The practical unit of measurement for sound pressure level; the 

number of decibels of a measured sound is equal to 20 times the logarithm to the base 10 

of the ratio of the sound pressure of the measured sound to the sound pressure of a standard 

sound (20 microPascals); abbreviated "dB." 

 

(11) Emergency work: Any work or action necessary to deliver essential services in an 

emergency situation, including, but not limited to, repairing water, gas, electricity, 

telephone and sewer facilities and public transportation, removing fallen trees on public 

rights-of-way, and abating life-threatening conditions. 

 

(12) Equivalent Sound Level (or Leq): The sound level measured in decibels with an 

integrating sound level meter and averaged on an energy basis over a specific duration. 

 

(13) Excessive noise: Sound that is determined by ordinance to be too loud or 

unnecessary or creates a noise disturbance. 

 

(14) Ambient: Ambient is defined as the sound pressure level exceeded 90% of the time 

over a 96-hour measurement period with daytime/nighttime division. 

 

(15) Noise: A sound, especially one that is loud or unpleasant or that causes disturbance. 

Any airborne sounds of such level and duration as to be or tend to be injurious to human 

health or welfare (well-being) or that would unreasonably interfere with activities or the 

enjoyment of life or property. 

 

(16) Quiet Rural or Residential property: Any property where there is an inherent 

expectation of quiet, including, but not limited to, all residential, business, or agricultural-

zoned properties, single family homes, and retirement homes. 

 

(17) Sound level meter: An instrument for the measurement of sound levels that meets 

the ANSI requirements of S1.4-1983 (or later revision) for Type 1 or 2 instruments. For 

frequency analysis, octave and 1/3 octave filters shall conform to ANSI S1.11-1986 (or 

later revision). 

 

(18) GIS: Geographic Information System and is comparable to GPS (global positioning 

system) coordinates. 

 

(19) Survival Wind Speed: The maximum wind speed, as designated by the WECS 

manufacturer, at which a WECS in unattended operation (not necessarily producing power) 

is designed to survive without damage to any structural equipment or loss of the ability to 

function normally. 

 

(20) Tip Height: The height of the turbine with a blade at the highest vertical point. 

 

(21) Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS): Any combination of the following: 

(i) A mill or machine operated by wind acting on oblique vanes or sails that radiate from 

a horizontal shaft; 

 

(ii) A surface area such as a blade, rotor, or similar device, either variable or fixed, for 
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utilizing the wind for electrical or mechanical power; 

 

(iii) A shaft, gearing, belt, or coupling utilized to convert the rotation of the surface area 

into a form suitable for driving a generator, alternator, or other electricity-producing 

device; 

 

(iv) The generator, alternator, or another device to convert the mechanical energy of the 

surface area into electrical energy; 

 

(v) The tower, pylon, or other structure upon which any, all, or some combination of the 

above are mounted. 

 

(vi) Any other components not listed above but associated with the normal construction, 

operation, and maintenance of a wind energy conversion system. 

 

(22) WECS Applicant: The person, firm, corporation, company, limited liability 

corporation or other entity, as well as the Applicant’s successors, assigns and/or transferees, 

which applies for Township approval (permit) to construct a WECS and WECS Testing 

Facility. An Applicant must have the legal authority to represent and bind the Participating 

Landowner, or lessee, who will construct, own, and operate the WECS or Testing Facility. 

The duties and obligations regarding a zoning approval for any approved WECS or Testing 

Facility shall be with the WECS or Testing Facility owner, and jointly and severally with the 

owner, operator, and lessee of the WECS or Testing Facility if different than the WECS 

owner. 

 

(23) Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS) Testing Facility: A structure and 

equipment such as a meteorological tower for the collection of wind data and other 

meteorological data and transmission to a collection source, shall not be deemed to be a 

communication tower. 

 

(24) L10: Is the noise level exceeded for 10% of the time of the measurement duration. 

This is often used to give an indication of the upper limit of fluctuating noise, such as that 

from road traffic. 

 

(25) L90: Is the noise level exceeded for 90% of the time of the measurement duration 

and is commonly used to determine ambient or background noise level. 

 

(e) Public Utilities. Transmission lines, sewer lines, water mains, pumping stations, substations, 

poles, and related equipment owned or provided by public utility companies or by the 

Township shall be permitted in all zoning districts. Any equipment enclosures, substations, 

equipment storage buildings or similar structures shall be subject to the site plan review 

requirements of Article 19. Any office, manufacturing, or sales buildings must be located in 

the Commercial or Industrial zoning district. All communication towers or commercial wind 

energy conversion systems operated by public utility companies shall be subject to the 

requirements of section “Commercial Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS)”. Unless 

specifically noted, all WECS permit information and supporting documentation shall be 

allocated reasonable Township review time based on complexity and outside expertise 

review. Requirements shall be presented in written form and allow minimum thirty (30) days 

before Township discussion. Township may at its discretion review provided documents 
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sooner than thirty (30) days. Providing documents without time for Planning Commission to 

review shall result in permit denial and require WECS applicant to reapply. Each ordinance 

section requires approval by the Planning Commission unless otherwise noted. Township 

shall review all documentation to assure that residents’ health, welfare, and safety are not 

negatively impinged. 

 

(f) Exempt Towers and Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS). Communication towers, 

antennas, wind energy conversion systems (windmills, turbines) and related facilities located 

on the premises of a farm, home, or business and which do not primarily involve the sale of 

electricity or communication services off the premises shall be exempt from the requirements 

of section “Commercial Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS)”. However, exempt 

towers and WECS are subject to the following noise regulations of the Pierson Township 

Zoning Ordinance:  Article 2, Section 2.42 and Article 3, Section 3.12. Such units shall be 

allowed as a permitted accessory use in all zoning districts, providing the electricity or 

communication services are primarily used on site for a farm, home or business. In the case 

of a WECS, the total height with the blade fully extended (Tip Height) shall not exceed one 

hundred thirty (130) feet, and the minimum clearance from ground level to the blade at its 

lowest point shall be twenty (20) feet. The minimum set-back from property lines and road 

right of way lines shall be equal to 3 times the Tip Height of the unit (WECS blade at its 

highest point). 

 

(g) Commercial Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS). Wind energy conversion systems 

and WECS testing facilities, other than those exempted under section (e) “Exempt Towers 

and Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS)”, shall only be allowed as special land uses 

in the A-1 Exclusive Agricultural Zoning District. An application for a special land use permit 

shall be filed with the Township pursuant to Article 17 as to Special Land Use approvals. 

Supporting data and documentation must be submitted in their entirety at time of application. 

Applicant shall provide to the Township updated documents throughout the lifespan of the 

WECS upon request by the Township Board or Planning Commission. Applicant shall also 

include the following: 

 

(1) Permitting Costs: An escrow account shall be set up when the Applicant applies for a 

Special Use Permit for a WECS and WECS Testing Facilities. The monetary amount 

filed by the Applicant with the Township shall be in an amount in accordance with the 

Township Escrow Policy to cover all reasonable costs and expenses associated with the 

special use zoning review and approval process, which costs can include, but are not 

limited to, fees of the Township Attorney, Township Planner, and Township Engineer, 

as well as any reports or studies which the Township anticipates it may have done related 

to the zoning review process for the particular application. Such escrow amount shall 

include regularly established fees. At any point during the zoning review process, the 

Township may require that the Applicant place additional monies into the Township 

escrow should the existing escrow amount filed by the Applicant prove insufficient. If 

the escrow account needs replenishing and the Applicant refuses to do so within 

fourteen (14) days after receiving notice, the zoning review and approval process shall 

cease until and unless the Applicant makes the required escrow deposit. Any escrow 

amounts which are in excess of actual costs shall be returned to the Applicant within 

ninety (90) days of permitting process completion. An itemized billing of all expenses 

shall be provided to the Applicant. The Township shall hire qualified professionals for 

each and any of the technical fields associated with the Special Use Permit, such as, but 
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not limited to, electrical, acoustics, environment, economics, wildlife, health, and land-

use. 

 

(2) Environmental Assessment: The Applicant shall fund an environmental assessment or 

impact study and other relevant report(s) or studies (including, but not limited to, 

assessing the potential impact on endangered species, eagles, birds, and/or other 

wildlife) as required by the Township for review. Studies shall be limited to the area 

within three (3) miles outside of the Township boundaries. 

 

(i) The Applicant shall perform pre-construction ground water testing on all wells 

located within the required setback distance of a proposed turbine location.  The 

operation of the WECS shall not negatively impact any groundwater well or 

groundwater source in the vicinity of the WECS.  Complaints regarding impact of 

the WESC on groundwater sources shall be promptly forwarded to the Township 

Board as part of the complaint resolution process.    The Township Board will 

consider proof of a negative impact arising from the installation and/or operation 

of the WECS on a groundwater well or source in the vicinity of the WECS as a 

violation of the conditions of the special use approval.    

 

(ii) A background (ambient) sound study shall be performed and a report provided 

which indicates Leq 1 second, L10, and L90 sound levels using A-weighting and 

C-weighting. Data shall be collected at midpoints along property lines of adjoining 

Non-Participating and Landowners Participating. Measurement procedures are to 

follow the most recent versions of ANSI S12.18 and ANSI S12.9, Part 3 guideline 

(with an observer present). Measurements shall be taken using an ANSI or IEC 

Type 1 Precision Integrating Sound Level Meter. The study must include a 

minimum of a four-day (96 hour) testing period, include one Sunday, and divide 

data by daytime and nighttime. The sound background study shall report for the 

period of the monitoring topography, temperature, weather patterns, sources of 

ambient sound, and prevailing wind direction. 

 

(3) Economic Impact: The Applicant shall fund and provide an economic impact study for 

the area affected by the WECS project. Such a study shall include probable financial 

impact regarding jobs, tax revenue, lease payments and property values at a minimum 

and average set-backs distances. Business and residential growth potential shall be 

considered. 

 

(4) Site Plan: The Applicant shall submit a site plan in full compliance with Article 19 of 

this Ordinance. The Applicant shall also submit a written explanation of the design 

characteristics and the ability of the structure(s) and attendant facilities to withstand 

winds, ice and other naturally occurring hazards, as well as information regarding 

health, welfare and safety in areas including, but not limited to, noise, vibration, 

shadow flicker, and blade ice deposits. This information shall also address the potential 

for the WECS to structurally fail or collapse, and what results should be expected in 

such an event. Additional requirements for a WECS site plan are as follows: 

 

(i) Building Siting: GIS locations and height of all proposed buildings, structures, 

electrical lines, towers, guy wires, guy wire anchors, security fencing, and other 

above-ground structures associated with the WECS. 
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(ii) Nearby Building Siting: GIS locations and height of all adjacent buildings, 

structures, and above ground utilities located within three (3) two (2) four (4) times 

minimum set-back distance for Non-Participating Landowners where the proposed 

WECS and WECS Testing Facility will be located. The location of all existing and 

proposed overhead and underground electrical transmission or distribution lines 

shall be shown, whether to be utilized or not with the WECS or Testing Facility, 

located on the lot or parcel involved. 

 

(iii) Access Driveways: GIS location of WECS and Testing Facility access driveways 

together with details regarding dimensions, composition, and maintenance of the 

proposed driveways. The site plan shall include traffic routes, time of the year use, 

staging areas, and any other physical sites related to WECS. Construction of the 

Access Driveway that serves a WECS or Testing Facility is required to protect the 

public health, safety, and welfare by offering an adequate means by which 

governmental agencies may readily access the site in the event of an emergency. 

All such roads shall be constructed to allow access at all times by any emergency 

service vehicles, such as fire, police, and repair. Access driveways shall be no closer 

than 300’ to adjacent property unless Applicant provides documentation in the form 

of a signed approval by affected Participating and Non-Participating Landowners. 

Such approval shall be recorded with Montcalm County Register of Deeds using 

only the WECS Waiver Form Revision 1 or later. 

 

(iv) Facility Security: Security measures shall be sufficient to prevent unauthorized 

trespass and to protect health, welfare, and safety. 

 

(v) Maintenance Program and Resolution Program: The Applicant shall provide to the 

Township a written description of the problem and failure program to be used to 

resolve the any WECS and WECS Testing Facility issues, including procedures 

and schedules for removal when determined to be obsolete or abandoned. 

 

(vi) Site Lighting: A lighting plan for each WECS and Testing Facility. Such plan must 

describe all lighting that will be utilized and documentation that FAA requirements 

are met. RADAR activated lighting shall be utilized if allowed by FAA. Such a 

plan shall include but is not limited to, the planned number and location of lights, 

light color, activation methods, effect on Township residents and whether any lights 

blink. Due to complexity in describing lighting effects for health, welfare, and 

safety, Applicant shall, if available, provide example locations with product 

descriptions, where similar, or proposed, lighting solutions are currently deployed. 

Lighting shall be fully shielded from ground, be FAA compliant, and be of most 

current design, to minimize lighting blinking and brightness nuisance. 

 

(vii) Proof of any applicable documents recorded at the Montcalm Country Register of 

Deeds utilizing Article 1522 WECS Waiver Form Revision 1 (or later). 

 

(viii) If there are any changes to any site plan for a WECS or Testing Facility, including 

any changes in road locations, road access, the location of accessory structure, 

and/or the location of any turbine, a revised site plan shall be submitted and 

approved prior to construction. Any revised site plan must provide revised 
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calculations to address all of the items required under the original plan submission 

(i.e. setbacks, shadow flicker, noise, etc.). 

 

(ix) Supplemental: Additional detail(s) and information as requested by the Planning 

Commission. 

 

(5) Site Insurance: The Applicant shall provide proof of insurance for each WECS at all 

times for at least $10,000,000 for liability, property damage, livestock damage, and 

future earnings loss. Applicant shall provide yearly proof of insurance to Township that 

confirms active coverage for the Applicant, Township, Participating Landowners, and 

Non-Participating Landowners. Aggregate policies are allowed if minimum coverage 

per WECS is satisfied and coverage is provided for every site where Applicant’s 

equipment is located. 

 

(6) Removal Insurance (decommissioning): To ensure proper removal of each WECS 

structure when it is abandoned or non-operational, application shall include a proof of 

the financial security in effect before permit is approved. The security shall be licensed 

in the State of Michigan and be in the form of 1) cash deposit or 2) performance (surety) 

bond selected by the Planning Commission and bonded by a top institution from the 

Department of the Treasury's Listing of Approved Sureties -Department Circular 570, 

T-list. The duration of the security shall be termed to the removal of each WECS as 

stated in this Ordinance. Additionally, security is based on each WECS and is to be 

backed by owner assets, operator assets, parent company assets, and leaseholder assets 

approved by the Planning Commission. 

 

(i) The amount of each WECS security guarantee (surety) shall be the average of at 

least two independent (of Applicant) demolition (removal) quotes, obtained by the 

Planning Commission and approved by the Board, plus 10%. If the quantity of 

quotes obtained is two, the formula shall be (quote1 + quote2)/2 * 1.10. The security 

guarantee shall be no less than $800,000 per WECS. Quotes shall be based on 

individual WECS removal and shall not group multiple WECS simultaneous 

removals together. Quotes shall be ordered and obtained by the Township from 

established demolition companies. The demolition method shall be approved by the 

Township Board. Quotes shall not include salvage values. Security guarantee shall 

be updated every five (5) years at the rate of 1.5 times CPI (consumer price index) 

for each year. 

 

(ii) Such financial guarantee shall be deposited or filed with the Township Clerk after 

a special use has been approved but before construction operations begin on the 

WECS project. Failure to keep such financial security in full force and effect at all 

times while the structure exists shall constitute a material and significant violation 

of a special use approval and this ordinance, and shall subject the Applicant to all 

available remedies to the Township, including enforcement action, fines, revocation 

of the special use approval and WECS removal. 

 

(iii) The Applicant shall be responsible for the payment of all attorney fees and other 

costs incurred by the Township in the event that the structure is not voluntarily 

removed and the Township has to enforce removal. 
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(iv) In the event the WECS owner, operator, parent company, performance bond defaults 

on any or all of the previously outlined decommissioning requirements, the 

Participating Landowner upon which each WECS is located shall be responsible 

and liable for the removal of each WECS. Failure of the Participating Landowner 

to comply with the removal and decommissioning guidelines shall result in the 

Township having the WECS removed at the expense of the Participating 

Landowner. If funding is not available to cover the costs of removal by the 

Participating Landowner, legal action to pursue the seizure of Participating 

Landowner property(ies) will take place to cover such costs. 

 

(7) Safety Manual: The Applicant shall provide an unredacted copy of the manufacturer’s 

safety manual for each model of turbine without distribution restraints to be kept at the 

Township Hall and other locations deemed necessary by Planning Commission or local 

first responders. The Manual should include standard details for an industrial site such 

as materials, chemicals, fire, access, safe distances during WECS failure, processes in 

emergencies, etc. 

 

(8) Repair Policy Documentation: Applicant shall provide a detailed policy and process 

book for the repair, replacement, and removal of malfunctioning, defective, worn, or 

non- compliant WECS. Sections of the process book should consider any ordinance 

requirement or WECS performance deficiency. 

 

(9) Noise: Applicant shall provide an initial sound modeling report and a 6-month post-

construction report for the project with a schedule and documentation which adhere to 

the following: 

 

(i) Chart outlining ordinance requirements and a description of compliance or non- 

compliance. 

 

(ii) Declaration whether submitted data is modeled or measured. 

 

(iii) Declaration of values, test methods, data sources, and similar for all modeled or 

measured data. 

 

(iv) Estimated timeline for project including ordinance requirements completed, 

construction, post construction, and validation testing. 

 

(v) Applicant measured data shall be accompanied by SCADA data confirming full 

power during testing. Unless otherwise requested, minimum SCADA data format 

shall be grouped in 24hr periods and 1 second intervals including wind vector, wind 

speed, temperature, humidity, time-of-day, WECS power output, WECS amps, 

WECS volts, WECS nacelle vector, WECS blade RPM, WECS blade pitch. 

 

(vi) Permitting data may be submitted based on WECS manufacturer data. However, 

measured data from active and similar WECS facilities shall be simultaneously 

submitted. 

 

(vii) It is acknowledged that WECS units sustain wear over time. Applicant is to submit 
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data from existing and similar WECS installations showing aged sound 

measurements (to demonstrate compliance potential over the life of WECS) in 

accordance with this ordinance for 5, 10, and 15-year-old units. 

 

(viii) Modeling factors shall be set for the worst-case environment, such as high 

humidity, frozen ground (non-porous), atmospheric variances (atmospheric profile 

Pasquill Stability Class E or F preferred), elevated noise source and no ground 

cover. Use of modeling methods (standards) shall have deficiencies (limitations) 

fully disclosed and shall include known error margins. Non-disclosure of modeling 

method deficiencies shall require resubmission of SLUP in its entirety with 

complete modeling deficiencies disclosed. 

(h) Commercial Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS) – Standards and Requirements. The 

WECS project shall meet the following standards and requirements: 

 

(1) Set-Back: The minimum set-back from any property line of a Non-Participating 

Landowner or any road right-of-way shall be no less than four (4) times Tip Height of 

WECS or WECS Testing Facility unless Applicant provides documentation in the form 

of a signed approval by affected Participating and Non-Participating Landowners 

waiving these requirements. Documents in full shall be recorded using only the WECS 

Waiver Form Revision 1 or later, with the Montcalm County Register of Deeds. For 

WECS, use turbine pole centerline as WECS measuring point. 

 

(2) Ground Clearance: The minimum clearance from ground level to the blade at its lowest 

point shall be one hundred (100) feet. 

 

(3) Applicant Compliance: The WECS and related equipment shall comply with any and 

all State, Federal, County and Township requirements. 

 

(4) Blade Clearance: Blade arcs created by a WECS shall have a minimum of one hundred 

(100') feet of clearance over and from any structure. 

 

(5) Braking: Each WECS shall be equipped with a braking, or equivalent device, capable 

of stopping the WECS operation in high winds with or without SCADA control. 

Braking system shall be effective during complete GRID power failure where WECS 

are unable to communicate with SCADA control or receive power. 

 

(6) Signage: Each WECS and Testing Facility shall have one sign per turbine, or tower, 

located at the roadside and one sign attached to base of each WECS, easily visible 

throughout four seasons. Signs shall be at least two square feet in area. Signs shall be 

the same and shall uniquely identify each WECS. Signage shall comply with Article 3 

Section 3.21 Signs and Billboards. Additional signage on and around the tower is 

recommended. The sign shall contain at least the following: 

 

(i) Warning high voltage. 

 

(ii) Participating land owner’s name, WECS owner’s name, and operator’s name. 

 

(iii) Emergency telephone numbers and web address. (list more than one number). 
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(iv) If WECS uses fencing, place signs on the perimeter fence at fence entrance door. 

 

(v) Unique identification such as address of WECS. If more than one WECS on access 

drive, units shall have further identification such that first responders can positively 

identify. An identification example is “321 Ruger Rd, Caro, MI Unit A” 

 

(7) Communication Interference: Each WECS and Testing Facilities shall be designed, 

constructed and operated so as not to cause radio and television or other communication 

interference. In the event that verified interference is experienced and confirmed by a 

licensed engineer, the Applicant must produce confirmation that said interference had 

been resolved to residents’ satisfaction within ninety (90) days of receipt of the 

complaint. Any such complaints shall follow the process stated in Complaint 

Resolution section (g)(25). 

 

(8) Infrastructure Wiring: All electrical connection systems and lines from the WECS to the 

electrical grid connection shall be located and maintained underground. Burial depth 

shall be at a depth that causes no known environmental, land use, or safety issues. Depth 

shall be a minimum of 6ft below grade, be deeper than drain tile and be in compliance 

with NEC 2014 or newer Code standards. All utility lines shall be staked in the field, so 

as to provide notice to property owners as to the location of utilities, including installing 

a marker at 4-feet below-grade to identify the utility line location. 

 

The Planning Commission may waive the burial requirement and allow above-ground 

structures in limited circumstances, such as geography precludes, or a demonstrated 

benefit to the township. The waiver shall not be granted solely on cost savings to 

Applicant. Request for variation shall consider aesthetics, future use of land, and effect 

on nearby landowners. 

 

(9) Road Damage: The Applicant shall post a financial security in the form of a surety bond 

from a surety company that is listed as an acceptable surety on Federal Surety Bonds in 

circular 570 of the U.S. Department of Treasury, or letter of credit from, or an escrow 

account established in, a financial institution licensed in the State of Michigan for the 

cost of repairs of Montcalm County roads within the Township, in an amount of 

$1,250,000.  The amount and standards for road repair work shall be determined by a 

third party road inspector appointed by mutual agreement of the Township, Applicant 

and Montcalm County Road Commission. The bond shall only be released (in whole or 

in part) when the Township Board, in consultation with the Montcalm County Road 

Commission and said third party inspector, determines that all required road work has 

been completed and approved by the road inspector in consultation with the Montcalm 

County Road Commission and/or MDOT.  The Township may consult with the third 

party road inspector to verify the proposed bond amount of $1,250,000.  If the third 

party inspector determines that the amount needed for road repairs and upgrades is 

higher, the Applicant will post a financial security in the amount determined by the third 

party inspector. All road repairs must be complete within ninety (90) days of project 

completion, or maintenance completion, but shall not exceed 365 days from project 

commencement or maintenance completion. 
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(10)Road Use Agreement:  The Applicant shall provide and execute a Road Use Agreement 

with the Township and shall file a copy of such Agreement with the Township Clerk 

before construction of any accessory road and/or road improvements.  The Road Use 

Agreement is subject to review and approval of the Township attorney. The Applicant 

shall provide a written status report annually to the Township Board as to the ongoing 

scope of road work and shall also provide written notice to the Township Board when 

all required road work has been completed.   The Township may require the renewal of 

the bond for road work to cover costs of road work to be completed in the future. 

 

(11) Liability Insurance: The current WECS owner and operator shall insure for liability for 

the WECS without interruption until removed and comply with section “Site 

Insurance” to protect the current WECS owner and operator, Township and property 

owner. 

 

(12) Coating and Color: A WECS shall be painted a non-obtrusive (light environmental 

color such as beige, gray or off-white) color that is non-reflective. The wind turbine 

base and blades shall be of a color consistent with all other turbines in the area. No 

striping of color or advertisement shall be visible on the blades or tower. 

 

(13) Strobe Effect: Under no circumstances, shall a WECS or Testing Facility produce 

shadow flicker, or strobe-effect, on properties without a signed release from affected 

Participating and Non-Participating Landowners. Documents in full shall be recorded 

using only the WECS Waiver Form Revision 1 or later, with the Montcalm County 

Register of Deeds. Each wind turbine shall also use a shadow flicker mitigation system, 

including but not limited to the Vestas Shadow Detection System, or other similar 

system. 

 

(14) Ice Detection:  The Applicant shall install an ice detection system on each turbine, 

including but not limited to the system developed by Vestas, or other similar system, 

to monitor ice formation on each wind turbine (WECS) and to facilitate immediate 

shutdown of any wind turbine if ice is detected on the turbine. 

 

(15) Fire Suppression:  The Applicant shall provide and install on an WECS a fire 

suppression system, including but not limited to Fire Trace or other similar system, 

and insure that such system is operable at all times. 

 

(16) Voltage: The Applicant shall demonstrate WECS prohibits stray voltage, surge 

voltage, and power from entering ground, and shall correct any voltage issued that is 

caused by the WECS. 

 

(17) Protection of Adjoining Property: In addition to the other requirements and standards 

contained in this section, the Planning Commission shall not approve any WECS or 

Testing Facility unless it finds that the WECS or Testing Facility will not pose a safety 

hazard or unreasonable risk of harm to the occupants of any adjoining properties or 

area wildlife. 

 

(18) Removal and Site Renovation: A condition of every approval shall be adequate 

provision for the removal of the structure in its entirety whenever it ceases to actively 

produce power for one hundred eighty (180) days or more. The Planning Commission 
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can grant an extension of an additional one hundred eighty (180) days upon the WECS 

owner demonstrating that the structure will be put back into use. Removal shall include 

the proper receipt of a demolition permit from the Building Official and proper 

restoration of the site to original condition. Removal of the structure, wiring, and its 

accessory use facilities shall include removing the caisson and all other components 

in their entirety. Restoration must be completed within 365 days of non-operation. The 

Planning Commission can grant an extension of one hundred eighty (180) days upon 

the WECS owner demonstrating that an extension is necessary. 

 

(i) Participating Landowners may waive complete underground wiring removal if they 

can demonstrate that any and all remaining underground wiring will not negatively 

affect environment, such as, but not limited to, water quality, natural water flow, or 

area wildlife. Participating Landowner shall execute a waiver and record same in 

full with Montcalm County Register of Deeds waiving these requirements. 

 

(19) WECS Height: The maximum Tip Height of any WECS or WECS Testing Facility 

shall not exceed 500 ft. 

 

(20) Avian Protection:  Each wind turbine shall have a bird/bat sensor installed and utilized 

upon it. 

 

(21) Post-Construction Studies:  The applicant shall prepare a post-construction avian and 

wildlife study 1-year post-construction, as well as 5-years post-construction of the 

completion of a WECS, which shall comply with the requirements of the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. A copy of the 

study shall be provided to the Township Board. 

 

(22) Post-Construction Documents:  The Applicant shall provide a complete set of as built 

drawings for electrical structures, collection lines and surface markings to the 

Township Clerk within 6 months of completing work on the WECS.  

 

(23) Operations Training: The Applicant shall provide training for the Village of Howard 

City and/or Village of Sand Lake Fire Department(s) on behalf of Pierson Township 

and all fire departments that provide mutual aid to Pierson Township before beginning 

operations of the Utility Grid Wind Energy System and shall likewise provide regular 

training at least annually thereafter. The Applicant shall report annually to the 

Township Board as to the status of the training of the Township Fire Department, in 

addition to reporting annually to the Township Board of any incidents that required 

response by the Fire Department (or any Fire Departments responding via mutual aid) 

to the WECS. 

 

(24) Operational, Maintenance, and Issue Resolution: Each WECS and Testing Facility 

must be kept and maintained in good repair and condition at all times. If a WECS is 

not maintained in operational and reasonable condition or poses a potential safety 

hazard, the Applicant shall take expeditious action to correct the situation, including 

WECS removal. The Applicant shall keep a maintenance log on each WECS and must 

provide complete log to the Township within thirty (30) days of request. 

 

(25) Complaint Resolution: A complaint resolution process shall be established by the 
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township. The form shall be, but not limited to: 

 

(i) Receiving and Forwarding of Complaints: A third party answering switchboard, 

website or equivalent, paid for by the Applicant or WECS or Testing Facility owner. 

The cost to maintain and support shall be funded in the amount of $10,000.00 and 

be replenished at least every five (5) years by the Applicant or WECS owner. The 

Planning Commission shall select a complaint resolution process that is 

independent of the facility operator or owner and that reports to the Township first 

and operator second. Upon receiving a complaint, the Township shall forward said 

complaint to the WECS owner. 

 

(ii) Investigation of Complaints: Township shall initiate an investigation into a 

complaint within sixty (60) days utilizing escrow funds to hire the appropriate 

expert(s). 

 

(iii) Hearing of Complaints: Township Board shall set a public hearing date within sixty 

(60) days of completion of Investigation of Complaints where experts, residents 

and/or Applicant may present information before the Township Board. Notice of 

hearing shall be via certified mail. 

 

(iv) Decision of Complaints: Township Board shall issue a decision and corrective 

actions within forty-five (45) days from Hearing of Complaints. 

 

(26) Applicant shall be required as a condition of approval to fund an escrow account for 

investigation of complaints for, but not limited to, shadow flicker, stray voltage, noise, 

and signal interference to the amount of $15,000.00 to be used at the discretion of the 

Pierson Township Board. When escrow account balance is below $5,000.00, Township 

shall notify Applicant and Applicant shall replenish account in the amount of 

$15,000.00 within 45 days. 

 

(27) Regulation of WECS Commercial and Industrial Noise: To preserve quality of life, 

peace, and tranquility, and protect the natural quiet of the environment. This ordinance 

establishes the acoustic baseline, background sound levels for project design purposes, 

and limits the maximum noise level emissions for commercial and industrial 

developments. Residents shall be protected from exposure to noise emitted from 

commercial and industrial development by regulating said noise. 

 

(28) The Township Board reserves the right to require WECS Applicant to shut down any 

WECS unit that does not meet ordinance requirements until such WECS unit meets 

ordinance requirements or is removed. 

 

(29) Complaints: If the Township Board confirms and issues a corrective action, SCADA 

data from WECS within 2 miles of issue shall be required and delivered to Township 

within twenty (20) days of notification. SCADA data format shall be determined by 

Township, Township licensed engineers, or Township professional acousticians. 

Unless otherwise requested, minimum SCADA data format shall be grouped in 24hr 

periods and 1 second intervals including wind vector, wind speed, temperature, 

humidity, time-of-day, WECS power output, WECS amps, WECS volts, WECS nacelle 

vector, WECS blade RPM, WECS blade pitch. Fees for providing SCADA data are not 
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to exceed $100/request. Residents shall have the right to also request SCADA data 

in at least the minimum format at the cost of $200/WECS per time period requested. 

Common SCADA formats shall include meteorological and performance data such as, 

but not limited to, temperature, humidity, power output, RPM, wind velocity, wind 

direction, and nacelle vector. Data format shall be determined by Township, such as 

“csv” or “xlsx”. 

 

(30) Noise: 

 

(i) No WECS shall generate or permit to be generated audible noise from commercial 

or industrial permitted facilities that exceeds 39 dBA or 49 dBC (dBC to dBA ratio 

of 10 dB per ANSI standard S12.9 Part 4 Annex D) during the night 9 pm to 8 am 

for any duration, at a property line or any point within a Non-Participating property, 

unless Applicant provides documentation in the form of a signed agreement by the 

Participating and Non-Participating Landowner waiving these requirements. Said 

documents in full shall be recorded with the Montcalm County Register of Deeds 

waiving these requirements. Documents in full shall be recorded using only the 

WECS Waiver Form Revision 1, or later, with the Montcalm County Register of 

Deeds. 

 

(ii) No WECS shall generate or permit to be generated plainly audible noise from 

commercial or industrial permitted facilities that exceeds 45 dBA or 55 dBC during 

the day 8 am to 9 pm for any duration, at a property line or at any point within a 

Non- Participating property, unless Applicant provides documentation in the form 

of a signed agreement by the Participating and Non-Participating Landowner 

waiving these requirements. Said documents in full shall be recorded with the 

Montcalm County Register of Deeds waiving these requirements. Documents in 

full shall be recorded using only the WECS Waiver Form Revision 1, or later, with 

the Montcalm County Register of Deeds. 

 

(iii) No WECS shall generate or permit to be generated from commercial or industrial 

permitted facilities any acoustic, vibratory, or barometric oscillations in the 

frequency range of 0.1 to 1 Hz that is detectable at any time and for any duration 

by confirmed human sensation or exceeds a sound pressure level from 0.1 to 20 Hz 

of 50 dB(unweighted) re 20uPA or exceeds an RMS acceleration level of 50 

dB(unweighted) re 1 micro-g by instrumentation at a Non-Participating 

Landowner’s property line or at any point within a Non-Participating Landowner’s 

property. 

 

(iv) No WECS shall generate or permit to be generated from commercial or industrial 

permitted facilities any vibration in the low-frequency range of 0.1 to 20 Hz, 

including the 1, 2, 4, 8, and 16 Hertz octave bands that is perceivable by human 

sensation or exceeds an rms acceleration level of 50 dB(unweighted) re 1 micro-g 

at any time and for any duration either due to impulsive or periodic excitation of 

structure or any other mechanism at a Non-Participating Landowner’s property line 

or at any point within a Non-Participating Landowner’s property. 

 

(v) A tonal noise condition generated from commercial or industrial permitted facilities 

shall be assessed an upward noise penalty of 5 dBA (example 42 increased to 47 
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dBA) for assessment to the nighttime and daytime noise limits. 

 

(vi) A noise level measurement made in accordance with methods in section “NOISE 

MEASUREMENT AND COMPLIANCE” that is higher than 39 dBA or 49 dBC 

during the nighttime hours or 45 dBA or 55 dBC during the daytime hours, adjusted 

for the penalty assessed for a tonal noise condition, shall constitute prima facie 

evidence of a nuisance. 

 

(vii) An acoustic, vibratory or barometric measurement documenting oscillations 

associated to commercial or industrial permitted facilities with levels exceeding the 

limits in 23 shall constitute prima facie evidence of a nuisance. 

 

(viii) All commercial and industrial activity shall comply with limits and restrictions 

anywhere at any time on another property unless Applicant provides documentation 

in the form of a signed approval by affected Participating and Non-Participating 

Landowners. Documents in full shall be recorded with the Montcalm County 

Register of Deeds waiving these requirements. Documents in full shall be recorded 

using only the WECS Waiver Form Revision 1 or later, with the Montcalm County 

Register of Deeds. 

 

(ix) Leq 1-sec shall be used for all measurements and modeling. 

 

(31)Pierson Township and its representatives shall have the authority to inspect the WECS 

(any of the wind turbines, the roads and/or accessory structures) upon reasonable notice 

of at least 24 hours to the Applicant.   The Applicant may require that a representative 

of the Applicant accompany the Township and/or its representatives on any inspection. 

 

(32)The Applicant shall enter a Host Agreement with Pierson Township regarding taxation. 

 

(i) Noise Measurement and Compliance 

 

(1) Post construction validation and compliance testing shall include a variety of ground 

and hub height wind speeds, at low (between 6-9mph) medium (between 9-22mph) and 

high (greater than 22mph). SCADA data shall be provided in the format determined by 

Township, Township licensed engineers, or Township professional acousticians. 

Compliance noise measurements are the financial responsibility of the WECS owner of 

the facility and shall be independently performed by a qualified professional acoustician 

approved by the Planning Commission when directed by the Pierson Charter Township 

Board or their designated agent. Compliance noise measurements shall not exceed the 

stipulated noise limits and shall assess for and apply tonal noise penalties when 

warranted. 

 

(2) Quality: Measurements shall be attended. All noise measurements shall (must) exclude 

contributions from wind on microphone, tree/leaf rustle, flowing water, and natural 

sounds such as tree frogs and insects. The latter two can be excluded by calculating the 

dBA noise level by excluding octave band measurements above the 1000 Hz band as in 

ANSI S12.100 3.11. The ANS-weighted sound level is obtained by eliminating values 

for octave bands above 1000 Hz, or one-third octave bands above 1250 Hz, and A-

weighting and summing the remaining lower frequency bands. The wind velocity at the 



 

18 

 

sound measurement microphone shall not exceed 3 m/s (7 mph, maximum) during 

measurements. A 7-inch or larger diameter windscreen shall be used. Instrumentation 

shall have an overall internal noise floor that is at least 5 dB lower than what is being 

measured. During testing of elevated sources including, but not limited to, wind 

turbines, the atmospheric profile shall be Pasquill Stability Class E or F preferred, Class 

D as alternate. 

 

(3) Noise Level: Noise measurements shall be conducted consistent with ANSI S12.18 

Procedures for Outdoor Measurement of Sound Pressure Level and ANSI S12.9 Part3 

(Quantities and Procedures for Description and Measurement of Environmental Sound – 

Part 3: Short-term Measurements with an Observer Present), using Type 1 meter, A-

weighting, Fast Response. 

 

(4) Tonal Noise: Tonal noise shall be assessed using unweighted (linear) 1/3 octave band 

noise measurements with time-series, level-versus-time data acquisition. A 

measurement shall constitute prima facie evidence of a tonal noise condition if at any 

time (single sample or time interval) the noise spectrum of the noise source under 

investigation shows a 1/3 octave band exceeding the average of the two adjacent bands 

for by 15 dB in low one-third octave bands (10–125 Hz), 8 dB in middle-frequency 

bands (160–400 Hz), or 5 dB in high- frequency bands (500–10,000 Hz). 

 

(5) Sample Metric and Rate: Noise level measurements for essentially continuous non-time- 

varying noise sources shall be acquired using the Leq(Fast) metric at a sample rate of 1-

per- second. For fluctuating or modulating noise sources including, but not limited to, 

wind turbines, a 10-per-second sample rate or faster shall be used. These sample rates 

shall apply to dBA, dBC and unweighted 1/3 octave band measurements. 

 

(6) Reporting: Measurements of time-varying dBA and dBC noise levels and 1/3 octave 

band levels shall be reported with time-series level-versus-time graphs and tables. 

Graphs shall show the sound levels graphed as level-vs-time over a period of time 

sufficient to characterize the noise signature of the noise source being measured. For 1-

per-second sampling, a 5-minute-or-longer graph shall be produced. For 10-per-second 

sampling, a 30- second-or-longer graph shall be produced. Reporting shall identify, and 

graphs shall be clearly notated, identifying what was heard and when the noise source 

is dominating the measurement. Reporting shall furnish all noise data and information 

on weather conditions and, Pasquill Class occurring during testing. 

 

(j) Compliance 

 

(1) All applicable requirements of the Zoning Ordinance must be met in their entirety as 

well as all other applicable laws, ordinances, and rules of the federal, state, county, and 

township governments. Any subsequent development or change on the property shall 

comply with all requirements of the Township Zoning Ordinance or other ordinances 

and regulations in effect at that time. Non-compliance with ordinance requirements 

during SLUP process shall result in denial or revocation of the permit. 

 

(2) Non-compliance with post-construction ordinance requirements shall result in fines 

(minimum $250/day), permit denial, and WECS decommissioning. 
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(3) Nuisance compliance complaints shall be resolved after section “Complaint Resolution” 

is completed. Applicant shall provide resolution plan within 30 days and resolve 

complaint within 90 days. WECS may be shut down during resolution time to extend 

resolution time to 180 days. 

 

(4) For non-nuisance compliance, and upon formal notice from Township or Resident to 

WECS permit holder, WECS permit holder shall respond within thirty (30) days with 

resolution plan, and up to one hundred eight (180) days to resolve compliance breach. 

Failure to resolve any compliance breach shall result in permit loss. Unless otherwise 

stated, Applicant shall provide in advance and comply with ordinance requirements prior 

to Township granting the permit. Conditional permits shall not be allowed. 

 

(5) In addition to any other remedies or complaint resolution procedures set forth in this 

Article, violations of this Article shall also constitute a municipal civil infraction in 

accordance with Ordinance Number 2012-02. Each day on which any violation of this 

Article continues shall constitute a separate offense. The Township may bring an action 

for an injunction to restrain, prevent or abate any violation of this Article. 

 

(6) Upon change of ownership, operator or parent company, the Township shall receive 

from the new owner, operator or parent company notification and updated documents 

within 30 days including, but not limited to, legal proof of change, corporate legal 

contact, security bond updates, emergency contact, and local contact. 

Section 3. Validity and Severability. 

 

Should any portion of this Ordinance be found invalid for any reason, such holding shall not be 

construed as affecting the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 

Section 4. Repealer. 

 

All other ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed but 

only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 

 

Section 5. Effective Date. 

 

This Ordinance shall be published and take effect seven days after publication as provided by law. 

 
The undersigned Clerk of the Pierson Township hereby certify that this Zoning 

Ordinance Amendment was duly adopted by the Township Board at a meeting held on the 

20th day of October 20, 2020 and was published in the River Valley News on the ___day of 

October, 2020. This Zoning Ordinance Amendment shall take effect seven (7) days after 

said date of publication. 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

Sara Burkholder, Township Clerk 

 
 

 

 



 

20 

 

 

 

 

The undersigned Clerk of the Pierson Township hereby certify that this Zoning 

Ordinance Amendment 2020-01 was amended correcting Section 3.24 to Section 5.05 by the 

Township Board at a meeting held on the 17th day of November, 2020. 

 

 

___________________________________________ 

Sara Burkholder, Township Clerk 

 

 

 

 

The undersigned Clerk of the Pierson Township hereby certify that this Zoning 

Ordinance was amended to 2021-01 to add “Wind Energy Zones” by motion at a meeting held 

by the Township Board on the 16th day of February 2021. 

 

 

 

___________________________________________ 

Sara Burkholder, Township Clerk 

 



ORDINANCE NO. 2022-02 

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PIERSON TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO 

AMEND SECTION 2.02 - DEFINITIONS - A THROUGH E, AMEND SECTION 2.04 

- DEFINITIONS - M THROUGH R, AMEND SECTION 4.16 - ACCESSORY 

BUILDINGS, AND TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY PROVISIONS, REPEAL 
PROVISIONS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON, COUNTY OF MONTCALM, AND STATE OF MICHIGAN ORDAINS: 

Section 1. SECTION 2.02 - DEFINITIONS - A THROUGH E. Section 2.02 of the Zoning Ordinance will be 
amended to state in its entirety as follows. 

SECTION 2.02 - DEFINITIONS-A THROUGH E 

(a) Accessory Building (ABU). A detached structure or building, on the same lot or parcel of land as the 

principal building or buildings, the use of which is of a nature customarily or clearly incidental and 
subordinate to that of the main building or structure. 

(b) Accessory Use. A use naturally and normally incidental and subordinate to a principal use on the same 
premises. 

(c) Basement. That portion of a building which is partly or wholly below the grade of the land, but is so 
constructed that the vertical distance from the average grade of the land down to the floor of the 
basement is greater than the vertical distance from the average grade of the land to the ceiling of the 
basement. A basement shall not be counted as a story. 

(d) Bed and Breakfast Establishment. A private residence that offers overnight accommodations to lodgers 

in the innkeeper's (owner or operator) principal residence and serves breakfasts at no extra cost to its 

lodgers. For the purpose of this definition, a lodger means a person who rents a room in a bed and 

breakfast establishment for fewer than 30 consecutive days. 

(e) Building. Any enclosed structure having a roof supported by columns, walls, or other support used for 

the purpose of housing or storing of persons, animals, or property, or carrying out of business activities, 
or similar uses. 

(f) Building Height. The vertical distance measured from the lowest point of elevation of the surface of the 

ground or finished material anywhere around the perimeter of a building, to the highest point of the 

roof surface of flat roofs, to the deck of mansard roofs, and to a point which is half way between the 
eaves and the ridge of gable, hip, or gambrel roofs. 

(g) Cluster Housing. An arrangement of single family detached dwellings in a land development in which 

the dwellings are generally located on smaller lots than might otherwise be expected, and in which the 

dwellings are placed in separate or particular areas of the land, with the result that a significant portion 
of the overall land area of the development remains in open space, without buildings or other 
improvements. 

(h) Commercial Storage Warehouse. Any building or buildings used primarily as a commercial business for 
the storage of goods and materials. 

(i) Driveway. An improved or unimproved path or road extending from a public or private street or other 

right-of-way to not more than two buildings, dwellings or parcels of land, and which is intended to 
provide the primary means of access to not more than two buildings, dwellings· or parcels of land. 



Driveways, as defined herein, are not subject to the private street requirements of Chapter 4 of this 
Ordinance. 

(j) Drive-in or Drive-through Facilities. Any facility used to serve patrons of a business while in their motor 
vehicles, either exclusively or in addition to service within a building or structure. 

(k) Dwelling, Multiple Family. A building designed for occupancy by three or more families living 
independently of each other. 

(I) Dwelling, Single Family Detached. A detached building designed exclusively for and occupied exclusively 
by one family. 

(m) Dwelling, Two-Family. A building used for occupancy by two families living independently of each other. 
(n) Dwelling Unit. A building, or portion of a building, designed for use and occupancy by one family for 

living and sleeping purposes, with housekeeping facilities. 
(o) Earth-Bermed Dwelling. A dwelling in which the ground floor is partly below grade so as to provide 

climatic protection, noise control or for other reasons. 
(p) Essential Public Service Structures or Buildings. Buildings or structures owned and operated by public 

utilities or municipal departments and used for gas, electrical, steam, fuel, water or sewage treatment 
or disposal, electrical substations, sewage lift stations which are not located entirely underground, and 
similar structures or buildings necessary to furnish adequate service within the Township, but not 
including Essential Public Service Equipment. 

(q) Essential Public Equipment. Wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, valves, pumps, conduits, cables, fire 
alarm and police call boxes, traffic signals, fire hydrants, post office boxes, street lights, or similar 
equipment, but not including Essential Public Service Structures or Buildings. 

Section 2. SECTION 2.04 - DEFINITIONS - M THROUGH R. Section 2.04 of the Zoning Ordinance will be 
amended to state in its entirety as follows. 

SECTION 2.04- DEFINITIONS- M THROUGH R 

(a) Manufactured Home. A structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a chassis and 
designed to be used as a dwelling with or without permanent foundation, when connected to the 
required utilities and includes the plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, and electrical systems contained 
in the structure, excluding, however, a vehicle designed and used as temporary living quarters for 
recreational, camping, or travel purposes, including a vehicle having its own motor power or a vehicle 
moved on or drawn by another vehicle. Also referred to as a "mobile home" in this Ordinance. 

{b) Master Plan. The long range land use plan currently adopted by the Township Planning Commission and 
any amendment to such plan. 

(c) Manufactured Housing Community. A parcel or tract of land under the control of a person upon which 
three or more mobile homes are located on a continual, non-recreational basis and which offered to 
the public for that purpose regardless of whether a charge is made therefor, together with any building, 
structure, enclosure, street, equipment, or facility used or intended for use incident to the occupancy 
of a mobile home. Also referred to as a "mobile home park" in this Ordinance. 

{d) Motel/Hotel. A building or group of buildings on the same lot, containing sleeping or dwelling units, in 
which lodging is provided for compensation on a transient basis. 

(e) Nonconforming Building. A building or portion thereof lawfully existing at the effective date of this 
Ordinance or amendments thereto, but not conforming to the current provisions of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

(f) Nonconforming Use. A use or activity lawfully existing on the effective date of this Ordinance or 
amendments thereto but not conforming with the current provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 
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(g) Off-Street Parking Lot. A facility providing parking spaces, along with adequate drives, maneuvering 
areas, and aisles, for the parking of more than three vehicles, other than in connection with a single 
family dwelling. 

(h) Open Air Business. A business, a substantial part of which involves activities or the display and sale of 
goods outside of a building, including motor vehicle and boat sales, mobile home sales, lawn and garden 
centers, golf driving ranges, and similar uses. 

(i) Planned Unit Development. A land development project that is under unified control and is planned and 
developed as a whole, either in a single land development project or in a series of stages of 
development, over a period of time. A planned unit development (PUD) may take place only if approved 
under the PUD District provided for in Chapter 11. A planned unit development is developed in 
accordance with a specifically-approved plan for the development, and it may include buildings and 

other improvements, streets, walkways, utilities, storm water drainage areas, landscaping, outdoor 
lighting, signage, open spaces and other site features and improvements. 

(j) Principal Building. The building in which the principal use is located. 
(k) Principal Use. The primary use to which the premises are devoted. 
(I) Private Garage. A detached accessory building or portion of a main building used primarily for the 

parking or storage of passenger motor vehicles and/or trucks. 
(m) Recreational Vehicle. Vehicles used primarily for recreational purposes, including but not limited to 

camper trailers, pop-up campers, boats, snowmobiles, motorcycles, dune buggies, and trailers used to 
transport them, and similar vehicles. 

Section 3. AMEND SECTION 4.16-ACCESSORY BUILDINGS. Section 4.16 of the Zoning Ordinance will be 
amended to state in its entirety as follows. 

AMEND SECTION 4.16-ACCESSORY BUILDINGS. 

A. In any zoning district accessory buildings are permitted, the architectural character, roof lines, 

materials, and siding of accessory buildings used as private garages shall be generally compatible with 

those of the principal building. 

B. In any zoning district accessory buildings are permitted, one (1) private garage not to exceed 30 

percent of the floor area of the principal building, attached or detached, will not count towards the 

total number of allowed Accessory Buildings. 

C. No accessory building shall be built upon any parcel on which there is no principal building, except 

accessory buildings to a principal structure located on a nearby lot shall be permitted in the LR District 

with the following conditions: 

1. Not more than one such building, or structure may be located on a lot across a public or 

private street which is either directly across or substantially adjacent and across from a lot 

improved with a principal dwelling, if both lots are under common ownership. 

2. A restrictive deed covenant shall be imposed against both such lots, prohibiting their separate 

sale unless the accessory building or structure is removed, or the lot on which it is located is 

improved by a principal dwelling, in compliance with the Zoning Ordinance. 

D. In the case of a proposed accessory building to be constructed on a parcel of land on which the 

principal building is being or will be constructed, a building permit for any such accessory building 

3 



shall not be issued until the construction of the principal building has proceeded to the point at which 

the Township Building Official has inspected and approved the building-foundation stage of 

construction. 

E. No accessory building shall include residential or living quarters, unless permitted elsewhere by the 

terms of this Ordinance. 

F. The distance between an accessory building and any principal building shall not be less than ten (10) 

feet. 

G. No mobile home, trailer, shipping container, vehicle, tank, junk object or salvage materials or similar 

items shall be utilized as an accessory building or storage structure unless it has been approved as a 

Special Land Use; provided, however, that this requirement shall not apply to agricultural storage or 

other agricultural activities on bona fide farms, nor shall it apply to temporary tool sheds or similar 

temporary storage structures used during the construction of buildings or other structures on the land 

where such temporary tool sheds or other temporary storage structures are located. 

H. The roof overhang on any side of an accessory building shall not exceed twelve (12) feet in width, as 

measured from the building wall to the roof supports, if any; provided however, that a roof overhang 

exceeding twelve (12) feet in width may be permitted if the portion of the overhang that extends 

beyond, a point twelve (12) feet away from the building wall is counted in determining the total area 

of the accessory building. 

I. Yard Restrictions. 

1. Accessory buildings shall meet the minimum required building setbacks for a principal 

building as required by the zoning district in which it is located, except for the following; 

i. In the AG, R-R, R-1, and R-2 Zoning Districts, an accessory building that has an area of 

200 square feet or less may be located within five (S) feet of a rear or side lot line. 

ii. In the LR Zoning District, an accessory building that has an area of 200 square feet or 

less may be located within five (S) feet of a side lot line. 

2. Private garages shall be considered as an integral part of the principal building when the 

structures are solidly covered and connected by a breezeway, portico, covered colonnade, or 

similar architectural device; and shall comply in all respects with the requirements of this 

Ordinance applicable to the principal building. 

i. The connected distance between a principal building and a Private Garage shall not 

exceed 30 feet. 

3. An Accessory Building shall not occupy more than thirty (30) percent of the area of the yard in 

which it is located. 

4. An Accessory Building may be constructed, erected, or placed in the front yard of any lot if it 

meets one of the following criteria: 

i. The Accessory Building is setback at least 200 feet from the front lot line and meets 

all other setback requirements. 
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ii. The Accessory building is located not less than the required setbacks for a principal 

building in the zoning district within which the property is located. No portion of the 

detached accessory building facing the street, measured drip line to drip line, may be 

located in the area between the principal building and the street, where the area is 

formed by lines drawn from the opposite ends of the principal building facing the 

street, when the lines form right angles with the front lot line adjacent to the street 
right-of-way. 

J. Size and Dimensional Requirements. 

1. An accessory building in R-1, R-2 and LR Districts which is larger than 200 square feet in area 

may be erected only if the Zoning Administrator or other designated official finds: 

i. That the intended use of the building is consistent with the nature of the permitted 

uses. 

ii. That the size, proposed location, type and kind of construction, and general 

architectural character of the building is consistent with existing permitted uses. 

iii. That the type and kind of the accessory building is similar in nature to structures 

located on the adjoining properties and in the same neighborhood. 

iv. That the building will not adversely affect the light and air circulation of any adjoining 

properties. 

v. That the reason the applicant has requested a larger accessory building is consistent 

with the intent of this Ordinance. 

vi. That the building will not adversely affect the view of any adjoining property. 

2. In addition to the requirements of Section 4.16(F)(l) accessory buildings in AG, R-R, R-1, R-2, 

and LR Districts shall comply with the following: 

: Number Max area of Max Max Max 
• of ABU Max area of combined Door Eave ABU Length to 
Lot Size allowed an ABU ABUs Height Height Height Width 
Less than one (1) no more 
acre 2 896 sqft 1200 sqft 13 ft 15 ft 24 ft than 2x 
More than one (1) 
acre, less than two no more 
(2) acres 2 1200 sqft 1200 sqft 14 ft 16 ft 24 ft than 2x 
More than two (2) 
acres, less than four no more 
(4) acres 2 1600 sqft 1600 sqft 14 ft 16 ft 25 ft than 2x 
More than four (4) 
acres, less than no more 
eight (8) acres 2 2400 sqft 2400 sqft 14 ft 16 ft 25 ft than 2x 

More than eight (8) 
acres, less than no more 
twenty (20) acres 2 3000 sqft 5000 sqft 14 ft 16 ft 25 ft than 2x 

Twenty (20) acres no more 
or more 2 6000 sqft 12000 sqft 14 ft 16 ft 25 ft than 2x 
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3. Accessory buildings larger than permitted by Section 4.16(F)(1) and (2) may be permitted by 

the Planning Commission as a special land use if the Planning Commission finds all of the 

following: 

i. That the parcel is an unplatted parcel. 

ii. That the parcel contains at least four (4) acres in area. 

iii. That the parcel is at least 330 feet wide, as measured at the front main wall of the 

accessory building located on the parcel. 

iv. That the conditions of Section 4.16{f)(1)(iii)(I) through {VI) are satisfied. 

v. That the accessory building will comply with the applicable yard and height 

regulations of the zoning district. 

vi. That no commercial use shall be conducted within the accessory building. 

vii. That the accessory building will be consistent with the character of the area and the 

existing accessory buildings within one-quarter mile of the proposed building site. 

viii. The provisions of Chapter 19 - Special Land Uses have been met. 

K. Certain Existing Accessory Buildings; Conditions for Lawful Nonconformity. 

1. A formerly lawful accessory building in existence at the effective date of this subsection but 

which no longer complies with this Ordinance as a result of an approved land division and 

conveyance which causes the accessory building to be located on a lawful parcel of land on 

which there is no principal building, shall nevertheless be and remain a lawful nonconforming 

accessory building if all of the conditions stated in this subsection below are satisfied. 

2. The accessory building shall be used only for a lawful accessory use under the terms of the 

zoning district in which it is located. 

3. The accessory building shall not be expanded or enlarged, but it may be maintained, repaired, 

restored and modernized to such extent as may be necessary or convenient for a lawful 

accessory use of the building. 

4. The accessory building shall comply with all current minimum required accessory building 

setbacks and separation distances for the zoning district in which it is located. 

5. The nonconformity of the accessory building by reason of the absence of a principal building 

on the same parcel of land shall be lawful for only one year from the date of the conveyance 

of the parcel; provided, however, that if a lawful principal building has not been constructed 

and completed within one year from the date of such conveyance, by reason of extenuating 

and unavoidable circumstances specified in writing by the property owner, the Zoning 

Administrator may grant an additional period, of up to one additional year, for the 

construction and completion of a lawful principal building. In addition: 
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i. The owner of the resulting parcel that includes the accessory building shall submit to 

the Township, within 30 days after the conveyance, cash or an acceptable 

irrevocable letter of credit conditioned upon the construction and completion of a 

lawful principal building on the resulting parcel, within one year (or within such 

greater period of time as permitted under (5) above) after the above-stated 
conveyance. 

ii. The irrevocable letter of credit shall name the Township as the obligee or other 

benefitted party, and shall be in that amount, determined by the Zoning 

Administrator, which would be sufficient to defray the entire cost of the tearing 

down and removal of the accessory building and the restoration of the land by the 

Township, if a principal building is not constructed and completed within the time 

period permitted. 

iii. The owner of the resulting parcel that includes the accessory building shall prepare 

and record, within 30 days after the above-stated conveyance, a restrictive covenant, 

in form and content satisfactory to the Township, whereby there shall be imposed as 

a covenant running with the land, (1) the owner's obligation to construct and 

complete a principal building on the resulting parcel within the time-period as stated 

above, and (2) the right of the Township under the terms hereof to tear down and 

remove the accessory building and restore the land if a principal building is not 

constructed and completed on the resulting parcel within the above-stated time

period. 

I. I he restrictive covenant shall include the consent ot the owner ot the 

resulting parcel to the Township obtaining an order of a court having 

jurisdiction, whereby the Township is authorized to enter upon the land, 

tear down and remove the accessory building and restore the land, upon the 

failure of construction and completion of a principal building within the time 

specified herein; but the Township shall not be obliged to seek such an 

order, nor shall the same be necessary to the exercise of the rights granted 

to the Township in the circumstances described herein. 

II. The restrictive covenant shall be subject to the approval of the Township 

Attorney prior to recording, as to compliance with this subsection (g)(S) and 
as to its legal effectiveness in imposing the above-stated restrictions on the 

land and in binding all subsequent owners thereof. 

Ill. If required by the Township, the owner shall submit for Township review a 

last owner of record search covering the resulting parcel and prepared by a 

land title insurance company, for the purpose of assuring to the Township 

that the restrictive covenant is executed by all of the parties in interest in 

the land, including mortgagees and other lien holders of record. 

6. Upon the failure of construction and completion of a principal building on the resulting 

parcel, as required in subparagraph (g)(S), the Township may execute upon the cash or 

irrevocable letter of credit, enter upon the land without notice and tear down and remove 
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the accessory building and restore the land thereafter; the Township may expend the 

proceeds of the cash or irrevocable letter of credit for such purpose. Prior thereto, the 

Township may seek other available legal relief in the circumstances with the cash or 

irrevocable letter of credit but shall not be required to do so. No person shall split a lawful 

parcel of land which causes an existing accessory building or buildings to become 

nonconforming by way of setback, area, or other dimensional requirements. 

Section 4. Severable Provisions. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this 
Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion 
shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of 
the remaining portions thereof. 

Section 5. Repeal. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby 
expressly repealed. 

Section 6. Effective Date. This amendment to the Pierson Township Zoning Ordinance was approved 
and adopted by the Township Board of Pierson Township, Montcalm County, Michigan, on December 14, 2022. 
This Ordinance shall be effective on December 23, 2022 which date is the eighth day after the publication of the 
Zoning Text Amendment Ordinance in the Greenville Daily News as required by Section 401 of Act 110, as 
amended. 

~GI\ J. f;y:-----
sara Burkholder, Township Clerk 
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CERTIFICATE 

I, Sara Burkholder, the Clerk for the Township of Pierson, Montcalm County, Michigan, certify that the 

foregoing Pierson Township Zoning Text Amendment Ordinance was adopted at a regular meeting of the 

Township Board held on December 14, 2022. The following members of the Township Board were present at 

that meeting: Sower, Orcutt, Burkholder. The following members of the Township Board were absent: Buyze, 

Bergman. The Ordinance was adopted by the Township Board with members of the Board Sower, Orcutt and 

Burkholder voting in favor and no members of the Board voting in opposition. Notice of Adoption of the 

Ordinance was published in the Greenville Daily News on December 17, 2022. 

Sara Burkholder, Clerk 
Pierson Township 
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TOWNSHIP OF' PIERSON 

COUNTY OF MONTCALM, MICIIIGAN 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Township of Pierson, held in the 

Township Hall, 21156 W. Cannonsville Road, within the Township, on the IO th 
day of 

Qecer-nbe.r . 20 I 9, at l: oo p.m. 

PRESENT: 6-Dl.t loL l±~rns1 Vo.a 1i 11 &)rk.hcld~ Sohwerl'nCVl/\.-
ABSENT: yi ___________________ _ 
The following ordinance was offered by ~~le\..._ __ and supported by 

ORDINANCE NO~OICj:~ 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
AND USE OF WINSLOW PARK 

TI!E TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON, MONTCALM COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS: 

Section 1, Statement of Purpose. 

A. This Ordinance applies to a portion of "Park B" dedicated in the plat of Winslow 

Park, recorded in the office of the Montcalm County Register of Deeds. The lands 

subject to this Ordinance are more specifically described in the Amended Order 

entered "In the Matter of the Vacation of the Plat of Winslow Park" 011 August 26, 

1977 and are referred to in this Ordinance as "Winslow Park." 

B. Winslow Park was dedicated to the use of the public when the plat of Winslow Park 

was recorded in 1923, and that dedication for public use was reflected in an 

exception to the vacation of the plat in plat vacation judgments entered in 1976 and 

amended in I 977. The plat placed no restrictions upon public use, except that the 

property shall not be used for camping. 
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C. Winslow Park has been in public use for many years, and the Township has 

expended funds for maintenance and improvement of the park area. 

D. The purpose of this Ordinance is to formalize and memorialize the Township's 

control and administration of Winslow Park. 

E. This Ordinance may be cited as the "Winslow Park Ordinance." 

Section 2, Principles of Oversight. 

!\. The Township shall administer, maintain, and improve Winslow Park in 

accordance with provisions in the annual budget for the Park, plans for improvement and 

maintenance of the Park approved by the Township Board from time to time, and ordinances 

regulating the use of the Park. 

B. Winslow Park shall remain open to the public, subject only to closure on a 

temporary basis from time to time as necessary for improvements or maintenance, or to protect the 

Park or the public health, safety and welfare. 

C. Winslow Park shall be available without any admission charge or othe!' fee for use. 

D. The Township shall not contract with a private party or association for 

comprehensive administration and oversight of Winslow Park. This shall not prevent the use of 

private contractors for specific functions such as maintenance, improvements, or security. 

E. The Township shall not grant any easement, permanent right of access, or other 

rights in Winslow Park to private parties, except such rights as have may already been granted hy 

the Township or by court order, or for temporary events approved by the Township. 

F. No person shall place any fence, planting, boulders, landscaping, pavement, gravel, 

or any other encumbrance or improvement in Winslow Park. TI1e Township Supervisor is 

authorized and directed to take appropriate action to remove any unauthorized encroachments. 
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Section 3, Amendments. The provisions of this Ordinance may be amended only 

following notice and public hearing. Notice of public hearing shall be published in a newspaper 

of general circulation within the Township at least 30 days prior to the public hearing, and shall 

contain the date, time and place of the public hearing, a summary of the proposed amendment, and 

an identification of where a complete copy of the proposed amendment may be obtained and 

reviewed. 

Use Regulations. This Ordinance does not amend or restrict the Pierson 

Township Boat Launch Ordinance, No. 96-1, which remains in full force and effect. 

Section 5, Publication and Effective Date. A summary of this Ordinance shall be 

published in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township, as provided by law. This 

Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after publication. 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

Members: G~lal1,-~rns..\[CV1J; 11 Buv:.L~IW,VV) 

Members: pf -·------------------
ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED. 

Sara Burkholder, Township Clerk 

I hereby ce11ify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an Ordinance adopted by 
the Township Board of the Township of Pierson at a regular meeting held on the date first stated 
above, and I further ce11ify that publie notice of such meeting was given as provided by law. 

Sara Burkholder, Township Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2023-02 * 
* Adopted as 2022-01 in error corrected 2/20/2023 

  
 ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PIERSON TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO 
ADD SECTION 4.41 – GENERAL STORMWATER PROVISIONS, AMEND SECTION 
15.02 – PROCEDURES FOR SPECIAL LAND USES, AMEND SECTION 17.04 – 
STANDARDS OF REVIEW, AND TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY PROVISIONS, 
REPEAL PROVISIONS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE.  

 
THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON, COUNTY OF MONTCALM, AND STATE OF MICHIGAN ORDAINS: 

 
Section 1. Section 4.41 – General Stormwater Provisions. Section 4.41 of the Zoning Ordinance will be 

added to state in its entirety as follows. 
 
SECTION 4.41 – GENERAL STORMWATER PROVISIONS 
 
Storm water detention, retention or any drainage system shall be designed so that the removal of surface waters 
will not adversely affect neighboring properties or public storm water drainage systems. 
 
 Section 2. Section 15.02 – Procedures for Special Land Uses. Section 15.02 of the Zoning Ordinance will 
be amended to state in its entirety as follows. 
 
SECTION 15.02 – PROCEDURES FOR SPECIAL LAND USES. For the consideration of a special land use, an applicant 
shall do the following: 

(a) File a completed application with the Township Clerk for submission to the Planning Commission, 
together with a site plan in compliance with Chapter 17, and other materials and information necessary 
to demonstrate that all requirements for the applicable special land use have been met. Each such 
application shall be accompanied by the filing fee as specified by Township Board resolution. 

(b) Upon receipt of such application, one notice that a request for a special land use has been received 
shall be published in a newspaper which circulates within the Township, and shall be personally 
delivered or mailed to the applicant and to all persons to whom real property is assessed and to the 
occupants of all structures within 300 feet of the boundaries of the subject property. Such notice shall 
be given not less than five days nor more than 15 days before the date the application will be 
considered. 

(c) The notice shall state the following: 
1) The nature of the special land use requested. 
2) The property which is the subject of the special land use request. 
3) When and where a public hearing will be held to consider the special land use application. 
4) When and where written comments will be received concerning the application. 
5) The notice shall indicate that a public hearing on the special land use application shall be held 

by the Planning Commission, or in the case of special land uses requiring approval by the 
Township Board, the notice shall refer to a public hearing by the Township Board, if a hearing 
is being held under subsection (d). 

(d) In the case of special land uses requiring the approval of the Township Board, upon the request of the 
applicant or a property owner or occupant of a structure located within 300 feet of the boundaries of 
the subject property, a Township Board public hearing shall be held on the special land use application. 
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The type and extent of notice for such hearing requested by the applicant or a property owner or an 
occupant shall be the same as that required for a Planning Commission public hearing on a special land 
use application. 

(e) All aspects of the special land use, including the location thereof, storm water control measures and 
public utility services shall be subject to the approval of the Township Engineer and the Montcalm 
County Drain Commissioner. 

(f) In its discretion, the Planning Commission or Township Board may require submission of an 
environmental impact assessment, traffic impact study, utility system plan, water supply system plan 
and other plans or studies, or any of them, bearing upon the operation and effects of the special land 
use. 

(g) In its review of a special land use application, the Planning Commission (or the Township Board, in the 
case of special land uses requiring Township Board approval) may submit the application, site plan and 
other materials and information bearing on the proposed special land use to its consulting engineer and 
other professional consultants and advisors, including the Township attorney, land use planning 
consultants, traffic engineers, governmental officials and other persons whose advice may be of 
assistance to the Planning Commission or Township Board in the consideration of a special land use 
application. 

 
Section 3. Section 17.04 – Standards of Review. Section 17.04 of the Zoning Ordinance will be amended 

to state in its entirety as follows. 
 
SECTION 17.04 – STANDARDS OF REVIEW. The Planning Commission shall approve a site plan if it determines that 
the plan complies with the requirements of this Ordinance; is consistent with the intent and purposes of the 
ordinance; will be compatible with adjacent land uses, and the natural environment and capacities of public 
services and facilities; and will be consistent with the public health, safety and welfare. In addition, the site plan 
shall comply with the following standards: 
 

(a) Building Permit. Where a site plan has been approved for any use, any building permit issued shall 
provide that the development be completed in accordance with the approved site plan. A failure to 
conform with the site plan shall be a violation of this Ordinance, and if necessary the Township may 
issue a stop work order under Section l 7.04(f). 

(b) Traffic Circulation. The number, location, and size of access and entry points, and internal traffic and 
pedestrian circulation routes shall be designed to promote safe and efficient access to and from the 
site, and circulation within the site. In reviewing traffic circulation features, the Planning Commission 
shall consider spacing and alignment with existing and probable future access points on nearby 
properties, and may require that provision be made for shared access with adjacent properties. 

(c) Storm Water. Storm water detention and drainage systems shall be designed so that the removal of 
surface waters will not adversely affect neighboring properties or public storm water drainage systems. 
All aspects of storm water control measures shall be subject to the approval of the Township Engineer 
and the Montcalm County Drain Commissioner. 

(d) Landscaping. The landscape shall be preserved in its natural state, insofar as practicable, by minimizing 
unnecessary tree and soil removal, and any grade changes shall be in keeping with the general 
appearance of neighboring developed areas. The Planning Commission may require that landscaping, 
buffers, or greenbelts be preserved or provided, to ensure the proposed uses will be adequately 
buffered from one another and from surrounding property. 

(e) Screening. Where commercial uses abut residential uses, appropriate screening consisting of 
attractively designed, fencing or screening, or equivalent landscaping, shall be provided so as to shield 
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residential properties from noise, headlights, and glare, and from the view of trash receptacles, 
dumpsters and similar outdoor, utilitarian uses, common to commercial activities. 

(f) Lighting. Outdoor lighting shall be designed so as to minimize glare on adjacent properties and public 
streets. 

(g) Exterior Uses. Exposed storage areas, machinery, heating and cooling units, service areas, loading areas, 
utility buildings and structures, and similar accessory areas shall be located so as to have only a 
minimum negative effect on adjacent properties, and shall be screened if reasonably required to ensure 
compatibility with surrounding properties. 

(h) Utilities. Water supply and sewage disposal facilities shall comply with all Township and County 
requirements. 

(i) Signs. Signs shall comply with the sign provisions of this Ordinance. 
(j) Parking and Loading. Off-street parking and loading facilities shall comply with Chapter 19. 

 
Section 4. Severable Provisions. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this 

Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion 
shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of 
the remaining portions thereof.   
 

Section 5. Repeal. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby 
expressly repealed.  

 
Section 6. This amendment to the Pierson Township Zoning Ordinance was approved and adopted by 

the Township Board of Pierson Township, Montcalm County, Michigan, on December 14, 2022. This Ordinance 
shall be effective on December 23, 2022 which date is the eighth day after the publication of the Zoning Text 
Amendment Ordinance in the Greenville Daily News as required by Section 401 of Act 110, as amended. 

 
 
______________________________    ______________________________ 
Dan Buyze, Township Supervisor         Sara Burkholder, Township Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATE 
 

I, Sara Burkholder, the Clerk for the Township of Pierson, Montcalm County, Michigan, certify that the 

foregoing Pierson Township Zoning Text Amendment Ordinance was adopted at a regular meeting of the 

Township Board held on December 14, 2022. The following members of the Township Board were present at 

that meeting: Sower, Orcutt, Burkholder.  The following members of the Township Board were absent:  Buyze, 

Bergman.  The Ordinance was adopted by the Township Board with members of the Board Sower, Orcutt and 

Burkholder voting in favor and no members of the Board voting in opposition. Notice of Adoption of the 

Ordinance was published in the Greenville Daily News on December 17, 2022.  

 

______________________________ 
Sara Burkholder, Clerk 
Pierson Township 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON 

COUNTY OF MONTCALM, MICHIGAN 

With Bureau 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Township of Pierson, held in the 

Township Hall, 21156 W. Cannonsville Road, within the Township, on the I 1+h day of 

( )une, , 2019, at 1:CD p.m. 

PRESENT: G-01.,1..\d1 Hyms, ~\.e,u-u:rY"'lon, VahJI 
1 
&..,r ldr,otcAcr 

ABSENT: 

The following ordinance was offered by \-tjmS and supported by 

\/0vn1i\ 
ORDINANCE NO. 2 0 \ 9 - 0 I 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE REGULATORY ORDINANCES OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON 

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON, MONTCALM COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS: 

Section I. Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau Ordinance. The Regulatory 

Ordinances of the Township of Pierson are hereby amended by the addition of Ordinance 19-1 

thereto, which shall read in its entirety as follows: 

MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS BUREAU ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE adopted pursuant to Public Act 12 of 1994 (MCL 600.8701, et 
seq.) to establish a municipal ordinance violations bureau for the purpose of 
accepting admissions of responsibility for ordinance violations designated as 
municipal civil infractions for which municipal ordinance violation notices have 
been issued and served by authorized officials; to collect and retain civil fines and 
costs for such violations as prescribed herein and to repeal all conflicting ordinance 
or parts of ordinances. 

Section 1. Title. 

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Pierson Township Municipal Ordinance 
Violations Bureau Ordinance. 

02558940 I 



Section 2. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Section 3. 
Bnrcau. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

Section 4. 

Penalties. 

Unless penalty is provided by a separate Township Ordinance for violation of that 
Ordinance, the penalty for violation of an ordinance which is designated as a 
municipal civil infraction shall be as follows: 

I. $150 for the first violation. 

2. $300 for a second violation within a three year period of the first violation. 

3. $500 for a third and subsequent violations within a three year period of the 
first violation. 

For purposes of this section, an "offense" is considered to be subsequent to a prior 
offense if a violation for which same person admitted responsibility or was 
adjudicated to be responsible was committed by the same person within the stated 
time of a prior violation of the same provision, 

Each day during which any violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. 

As an additional penalty, the violator shall be responsible for all costs, damages, 
expenses and actual reasonable attorney fees incurred by the Township, and shall 
be subject to all other remedies provided to the Township by law. 

Establishment, Location and Personnel of Municipal Ordinance Violations 

Establishment. The Pierson Township Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau 
(hereafter, the "Bureau") is hereby established pursuant to Public Act 12 of 1994 
(MCL 600.8396), as it may be amended from time to time, for the purpose of 
accepting admissions of responsibility for ordinance violations designated as 
municipal civil infractions and to collect and retain civil fines and costs for such 
violations as prescribed herein. 

Location. The Bureau shall be located at the Township hall or other such location 
in the Township as may be designated by the Township Board. 

Personnel. All persom1el of the bureau shall be Township employees. The 
Township Board may by motion or resolution designate a bureau clerk with the 
duties prescribed herein and as otherwise may be delegated by the Township Board. 

Bureau Authority. 

The Bureau shall only have authority to accept admissions of responsibility (without 
explanation) for municipal civil infractions for which a municipal ordinance violations 
notice (as compared to a citation) has been issued and served and to collect and retain the 
scheduled civil fines and costs for such violations specified pursuant to this Ordinance or 
other applicable ordinance. The Bureau shall not accept payment of fines and costs from 
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any person who denies having committed the alleged violation or who admits responsibility 
only with explanation. The Bureau shall not determine or attempt to determine the truth 
or falsity of any fact or matter relating to an alleged ordinance violation. 

Section 5. 

A. 

Ordinance Violation Notice Requirements. 

Ordinance Violation Notice Requirements. When there is reasonable cause to 
believe that a violation of this Code has occurred, civil infraction violation notices 
shall be issued and served by authorized Township officials as provided by law. A 
municipal ordinance violation notice shall include, at a minimum, all of the 
following: 

1. the violation; 

2. the time within which the person must contact the Bureau for purposes of 
admitting or denying responsibility for the violation; 

3. the amount of the scheduled fines and costs for the violation; 

4. the methods by which the violation may be admitted or denied; 

5. the consequences of failing to pay the required fines and costs or otherwise 
contacting the bureau within the required time; 

6. the address and telephone number of the bureau; and 

7. the days and hours the bureau is open. 

B. Denial of Responsibility. 

Section 6. 

Where a person fails to admit responsibility (without explanation) for a violation 
within the jurisdiction of the bureau and pay the required civil fines and costs within 
the designated time period, the bureau clerk or other designated Township 
employees shall advise the complainant to issue and file a m,micipal civil infraction 
citation for such violation with the court having jurisdiction of the matter. The 
citation filed with the court shall consist of a sworn complaint containing, at a 
minimum, the allegations stated in the municipal ordinance violation notice and 
shall fairly inform the alleged violator how to respond to the citation. A copy of 
the citation may be served by first class mail upon the alleged violator at the alleged 
violator's last known address. The citation shall thereafter be processed in the 
manner required by law. 

Record and Accounting. 

The bureau clerk or other designated township official or employee shall retain a copy of 
all m,micipal ordinance violation notices and shall account to the Township Board once a 
month or at such other intervals as the Township Board may require concerning the number 
of admissions and denials of responsibility for ordinance violations within the jurisdiction 
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of the bureau and the amount of fines and costs collected with respect to such violations. 
The civil fines and costs collected shall be delivered to the Township Treasurer at such 
intervals as the treasurer shall require and shall be deposited in the general fund of the 
Township. 

Section 7. Availability of Other Enforcement Options. 

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to require the Township to initiate its municipal 
civil infraction ordinance enforcement activity through the issuance of an ordinance 
violation notice. As to each ordinance violation designated as a municipal civil infraction, 
the Township may, at its sole discretion, proceed directly with the issuance of a municipal 
civil infraction citation or take such other enforcement action as is authorized by law. 

Section 8. Severability. 

The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable, and if any part is declared 
invalid for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the remainder 
of the ordinance which shall continue in full force and effect. 

Section 9. Repeal. 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are repealed. 

Section 10. Lien for Unpaid Penalties. 

If any fines, costs, assessments, damages and/or expenses remain unpaid or unsatisfied 
after the time permitted by the court for such payment or satisfaction, in case of a violation 
involving the use or occupancy of a land or building or other structure, the Township may 
obtain a lien against the land, building or structure involved in the violation by recording a 
copy of the court order requiring payment of the fines, costs and assessments with the 
Montcalm County Register of Deeds. Such lien may be enforced and discharged by the 
Township in the manner provided by law. 

Section 2. Repeal of Misdemeanor Classification: 90-1. Section III, "Penalties," of 

Ordinance 90-1 of the Regulatory Ordinances of the Township of Pierson is hereby repealed. 

Section 3. Repeal of Misdemeanor Classification: 90-2. The paragraph entitled 

"Penalties," of Ordinance 90-2 of the Regulatory Ordinances of the Township of Pierson is hereby 

repealed. 

Section 4. Repeal of Misdemeanor Classification: 91-3. Section 10, "Penalties," of 

Ordinance 91-3 of the Regulatory Ordinances of the Township of Pierson is hereby repealed. 
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Section 5. Repeal of Misdemeanor Classification: 96-1. Section 6, "Penalties," of 

Ordinance 96-1 of the Regulatory Ordinances of the Township of Pierson is hereby repealed. 

Section 6. Repeal of Misdemeanor Classification: 97-13. Section 8, "Penalties and 

Other Remedies," of Ordinance 97-13 of the Regulatory Ordinances of the Township of Pierson 

is hereby repealed. 

Section 7. Publication and Effective Date. A summary of this Ordinance shall be 

published in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township, as provided by law. This 

Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after publication. 

A YES: Members: Got.,.,\d t 1:±fbS, Sc.heuern-,c.,,v) Va.f"lhl, /)Jrkho)old" 

NAYS: Members:~~--------------------

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED. 

Sara Burkholder, Township Clerk 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an Ordinance adopted by 
the Township Board of the Township of Pierson at a regular meeting held on the date first stated 
above, and I further certify that public notice of such meeting was given as provided by law. 

Sara Burkholder, Township Clerk 
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PIERSON TOWNSHIP 
Montcalm County, Michigan 

ORDINANCE NO. 9;;k_.-__,/'----

An Ordinance to preserve the public safety and general 
welfare of the Township of Pierson by regulating the use 
of fertilizers within 300 feet of Big Whitefish Lake, 
providing for the abatement of violations as nuisances, 
and providing penalties for its violation. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF PIERSON, MONTCALM COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS: 

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS. As used in this Ordinance the following 
terms are defined as follows: 

a. "Fertilizer" means any commercially available natural or 
synthetic material containing manure, nitrogen, phosphorus 
or potassium used to increase the fertility of soil. 

b. "Persons" means any individual, firm, public or private 
corporation, partnership, trust, agency, or any other 
entity or any group of such persons. 

c. "Lakeshore" means the water's edge of Big Whitefish Lake, 
located in Pierson Township, as represented by the meander 
line on the government plat of Big Whitefish Lake. 

d. "Notice to Abate Nuisance" means a writing notifying the 
owner or occupant of real property upon which a nuisance 
or nuisance exists to abate same within the time specified 
in such Notice. 

SECTION 2. REGULATION OF FERTILIZERS WITHIN 300 FEET OF THE 
LAKESHORE. No Person shall apply, deposit, leave, maintain, place, 
use, or permit another Person to apply, deposit, leave, maintain, 
place or use any Fertilizer on any property within 300 feet of the 
Lakeshore or otherwise apply, deposit, leave, maintain, place or 
use any Fertilizer in any manner by which Fertiliz.er could enter 
into Big Whitefish Lake. 

SECTION 3. DECLARATION OF NUISANCE. Any violation of this 
Ordinance constitutes a public nuisance which may be abated as 
provided in this Ordinance, any other ordinance of the Township of 
Pierson pertaining to the abatement of nuisances, and any 
applicable provision of state law. 

SECTION 4. NOTICE TO ABATE NUISANCE. Whenever any officer of the 
Township shall determine that there exists a nuisance within the 

__ me1'lning of __ tbJs_Qrdin_ance, such _officer _shall_cause a_Notic_e_to be 
served on the owner or occupant of the premises on which the 
nuisances exist, requiring such person to abate the nuisance within 
the time specified in the Notice. Service of the Notice shall be 
made; 



a. by delivering the Notice to owner or occupant, personally, 
or by leaving the same at his/her residence, office, or 
place of business with some person of suitable age and 
discretion; or 

b. by mailing the Notice by certified mail to such owner or 
occupant at his/her last known address; or 

c. if the owner or occupant is unknown, by posting the Notice 
in some conspicuous place on the premises for five (5) 
days. 

SECTION 5. PENALTY. The violation of any provision of this 
Ordinance, shall, upon conviction, be punished by fine not 
exceeding Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding ninety (90) days or both, except whenever a specific 
penalty is otherwise provided. In addition to the penalties 
provided herein, any condition caused or permitted to exist as a 
violation of this Ordinance shall be deemed a new and separate 
offense for each day that such condition continues to exist. In 
addition to any penalty under this Section, any condition which 
constitutes a violation of this Ordinance may be abated by Pierson 
Township as a nuisance. 

SECTION 6. REPE:AL. 
previously adopted 
Ordinance are hereby 

All Ordinances 
inconsistent with 
repealed. 

or parts of Ordinances 
any provision of this 

SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY. Each portion of this Ordinance shall be 
deemed to be severable. Should any article, section, subsection, 
paragraph, subparagraph, sentence or clause hereof be declared by 
a court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, invalid, 
or be rejected by referendum or similar process, such holdings 
shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any 
part hereof, other than that part so declared to be 
unconstitutional, invalid, or rejected. 

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance was adopted by the 
Pierson Township Board at a&-~"-/:'"--'~ meeting on fYL--1u1. ct<...~ <3 , 
1992, and will take effect thi ty (30) days after its publication 
as provided by Public Act 246 of 1945, as amend~-. 

/ 

f 

~dward Sa :ski, Su ervisor 

Y}-vt L"1.(A, 1?1 dA,'v£,, 
icy Ma oho, Clerk 
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CERT Jr I '.:(':TE 

I, IW~NCY A. MAI OHO, 1:l1fi' CJ. t::rk f t'.jf Pi ::ir wi;;n Town,,;hi p, Montt;:r.,lm 
Co1.1~ty~ Mi~hiai11~~ do ~et"raby c~rti{y tt·~at tl·ie for·egoiny Resolutiori 
t11e1rj {';Jdi:-~pt.:~::"cJ r:it /:! M ~.~ r,H,1r.d::i ng u F thf:~ Pi ti11•·swn T«:JWn!:.;h1 p 
Tn.,,c,,,,,in 1• .':IDn••·rl hrc•l d nn ~e,,f<_ 3 , 1 '192. Th!i! foll uw, ny 
member~ nf tho Tnwn$tlip Board wmr·w pr·~sent at that ma~ting: 

.. __ t.!~t':d. ,._ /4'.:li:,:J,.,,~;;t::!'.'.:-!. ~ ;:?~~-- . .. J.:::n~:-~c 

·---~~;___,~ ,_, . ... . .. . - ....•..... ········. .. - . . .. . .... ··-· ..... 
Tb,p•- ·fnl 1 CA-J:i ng mr:·mbot·';~ lt\!f;ir-2..1 elb;;sent: 

by tha Town~hip Board•• folluw■: 
MHmtie.:•n-. Vat i ng N<i!y: 

--- ------ ~~- -~----------
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