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RENEWABLE ENERGY ORDINANCE

JULY,2020

This ordinance is enacted to support and govern the development of the renewable energy 
resource industry and to protect and promote the health, safety, general welfare and order within 
Clearwater County through uniform standards, regulations and procedures. The County Board of 
Commissioners, Clearwater County, Minnesota, does hereby ordain: 

Section 1. 

1.10 

General Provisions. 

Purpose 

a) Establish regulations governing the installation and operation of Wind Energy
Conversion Systems (WECS) within Clearwater County not otherwise subject
to siting and oversight by the State of Minnesota pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes, Chapter 216F, Wind Energy Conversion Systems, as amended.

b) Establish regulations governing the installation and operation of Commercial
Solar Energy Systems wi1hin Clearwater County.

1.20 Short Title 

This ordinance shall be known as the "Clearwater County Renewable Energy 
Ordinance" and will hereinafter be referred to as ''this or�inance". 

1.30 Authority and Jurisdiction 

The County Board shall serve as the permitting authority for renewable 
energy systems within the unincorporated areas of Clearwater County in 
accordance with MN Statutes Chapter 394, as amended. The Environmental 
Services Administrator shall have the duty of day-to-day administration of this 
ordinance. 

1.40 Minimum Requirements 

The requirements listed in this ordinance shall be construed as minimum 
requirements and the County Board shall have the authority to impose 
additional, reasonable standards to protect the public's health, safety and 
general welfare. 
























