


































































































































  

ORDINANCE NO. 2001 – 5 A 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2001 – 5, 

THE WATERFORD TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE 
 

 

The Board of Supervisors of Waterford Township ordains: 

 

SECTION I. Section 6.04 “AG Agriculture Preservation District,” subsection F. “Interim Uses” 

of Ordinance No. 2001 – 5 is amended by adding the following: 

 

3. Microwave receivers to be placed on radio broadcast antennae in existence in the 

Township on the effective date of this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION II. Ordinance No. 2001 – 5 A was adopted on _________________ and shall become 

effective upon publication in the official newspaper. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

       _______________________________________ 

       John Dudley, Chairman 

        

___________________________________ 

Mary Ellen Frame, Clerk 

 

 

 

Published in the Northfield News on ___________________________. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2001 – 5 B 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2001 – 5 
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
 
 
The Board of Supervisors of Waterford Township ordains the following amendments to 
Ordinance No. 2001-5 Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance: 
 
SECTION I. Section 3 “Definitions” is amended by substituting the existing definition of 
“Farm” with the following: 
 

Farm Real property used for agriculture, which is owned and operated by a single 
family, family corporation, individual or corporate enterprise and contains at 
least 40 contiguous acres in area. 
 

SECTION II. Section 6.04B. “AG District Permitted Uses and Structures” is amended in its 
entirety to read as follows: 
 

B. Permitted Uses and Structures 
The following shall be permitted uses: 
 
1. Agricultural uses, except animal feedlots. 
 
2. Farm buildings and accessory structures. 
 
3. Farm drainage and irrigation systems. 
 
4. Forestry and horticulture. 
 
5. Sod farming. 

 
6. One single-family farm or one single-family non-farm dwelling unit per each quarter–

quarter section, provided all of the following conditions are met: 

a. There are no existing single-family farm or single-family non-farm dwellings located 
in the same quarter-quarter section. 

b. The applicant for a residential building permit (and any corresponding subdivision) 
must own the entire quarter-quarter section (approximately 40 acres in a standard 
quarter-quarter section), except that when a vacant quarter-quarter section is currently 
split into more than one ownership parcel all of the owners of parcels within the 
quarter-quarter section may jointly apply for a single residential building permit. 
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c. The dwelling unit shall be located on a separately conveyed parcel, which may be a 
quarter-quarter section parcel, or if subdivided from a quarter-quarter section shall be 
equal to at least one (1) acre in area, exclusive of roadway easement, wetlands, lakes, 
floodplains, and other unbuildable areas, but not greater than three (3) acres in area, 
and said parcel shall be entirely located within the quarter–quarter section. 

d. In any instance when an eligible residential dwelling is proposed to be constructed on 
a parcel subdivided from an existing quarter-quarter section, the subdivider shall be 
required to prepare and record against the remaining parcel(s) within the quarter-
quarter section a covenant, deed restriction, easement or other acceptable document 
that verifies there is no further residential building eligibility on the parcel(s). 

e. A lot of record, as defined in this Ordinance, having legal access and being capable of 
supporting an Individual Sewage Treatment System (Section 7.02 ISTS Performance 
Standards), may be eligible for one residential dwelling, subject to variance 
proceedings verifying building suitability and authorizing exceptions to dimensional 
standards affecting the lot of record.  

f. The parcel on which the dwelling unit is located shall have at least one hundred (100) 
feet of frontage along a public road. 

g. The driveway serving the parcel shall be separated from adjacent driveways on the 
same side of the road by the following distances: 

1.) Local roads: one hundred (100) feet; 

2.) Collectors and arterials: one-quarter (1/4) mile, unless modified by the 
appropriate jurisdiction. 

h. The following standards shall also apply to driveways: 

1.) Minimum distance from intersection of two or more roads:  one hundred (100) 
feet; 

2.) Minimum distance from side lot line:  thirty (30) feet. 

i. The dwelling shall be separated from animal feedlots or manure storage facilities, 
according to the requirements in Section 7.20. 

 
7. Home occupations. 
 
8. Historic sites. 
 

SECTION III. Section 6.04C. “AG District Conditional Uses,” subsection 5. is amended in 
its entirety to read as follows: 
 

5. Clustering of eligible residential dwellings involving two or more contiguous quarter-
quarter sections, provided all of the following conditions are met: 

 
a. Each quarter-quarter section involved in a residential cluster development must be 

vacant of any existing residential dwellings. 
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b. Each quarter-quarter section involved in a residential cluster development must 
contain a buildable area and be a whole quarter-quarter section (approximately 40 
acres in a standard quarter-quarter section), except that when a vacant quarter-quarter 
section is currently split into more than one ownership parcel, all of the owners of 
parcels within the quarter-quarter section may jointly apply for a residential cluster 
development. 

c. Shared or common access driveways may be required to meet access spacing 
requirements on public roads. 

d. In all residential cluster developments the subdivider shall be required to prepare and 
record against all of the quarter-quarter sections involved in the cluster development a 
covenant, deed restriction, easement or other acceptable document that verifies there 
is no further residential building eligibility in the affected quarter-quarter sections. 

 
SECTION IV. Section 7.02 “Individual Sewage Treatment Systems,” subsection 1. is 
amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
 

1. No person shall install, repair, or alter an ISTS without first obtaining a permit.  
Emergency repairs may be completed with the approval of the Building Inspector.  
Applications provided by the Township must be completed in writing prior to 
issuance of a permit.  Permit fees are established by the Town Board. 

 
SECTION V. Section 7.20 “Animal Feedlots and Manure Handling,” subsection H.7. is 
amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
 

7. Abandoned Manure Storage Facilities 
All animal waste must be removed by the owner from an animal waste storage facility 
that has not been operational for one year. 

 

SECTION VI. Section 7.20 “Animal Feedlots and Manure Handling,” subsection H.8. is 
amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
 

8. Emergency Notification 
In the event of a leak, spill or other emergency related to the handling of animal 
manure that presents a potential opportunity for pollution of a natural resource or 
inconvenience to the public, the owner of the animal feedlot or individual or business 
responsible for transport or spreading of animal manure shall notify the Minnesota 
Duty Officer and the Dakota County Feedlot Officer or his agent to review alternative 
solutions and to receive authorization to take appropriate actions to remedy the 
situation within twenty-four (24) hours. The operator or owner of a feedlot, or the 
individual or business responsible for transport or spreading of animal manure is 
responsible for costs associated with clean-up and other remedies related to the 
emergency. 
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SECTION VII. Ordinance No. 2001 – 5B was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on 
February 6, 2006 and shall become effective upon publication in the official newspaper. 
 
 
ATTEST: 

          
          
       _________________________________ 

           John Dudley, Chairman 
        
___________________________________ 
Lori Coleman, Clerk 
 
 
 
Published in the Northfield News on March 29, 2006. 
 
 



 

ORDINANCE NO. 2001-5C WATERFORD TOWNSHIP 

PUBLICATION SUMMARY 

The Board of Supervisors of Waterford Township adopted Ordinance No. 2001-5C, An 

Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 2001 — 5 Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance on May 

1 1, 2015 and has authorized this summary for publication. Ordinance No. 2001-5C contains 

eight sections, which are summarized as follows: 

 SECTION I.  Section 3 "Definitions" is amended by adding several solar energy definitions. 

SECTION Il. Section 4.10 Home Occupations subsections 2., 6. and 7. are clarified regarding 

use of accessory structures, incidental sales of products, screening of outdoor parking. 

SECTION m. Section 6.04C. "AG District Conditional Uses," subsection 2. is amended to clarify 

allowable public and institutional uses. 

SECTION IV. Section 6.04C. "AG District Conditional Uses," is amended by deleting subsection 

3. and renumbering subsections 4 through 6 as subsections 3 through 5. 

SECTION V. Section 6.04F. "AG District Interim Uses," is amended by adding wholesale and 

retail solar electric systems. 

SECTION VI. Section 6.05F. "RR District Interim Uses," is amended by adding retail solar 

electric systems. 

SECTION VII. Section 7 Performance Standards is amended by adding a new Section 7.25 

"Solar Electric Systems." 

SECTION VIII. Ordinance No. 2001-5C was adopted on May I l, 2015 and becomes effective 

upon publication of this summary. Elizabeth Wheeler, Township Clerk 

ORDINANCE NO. 2001-5C AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2001-5 

WATERFORD TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE 

The Board of Supervisors of Waterford Township ordains the following amendments to Ordinance 

No. 2001-5 Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance: 

SECTION 1 Section 3 Definitions is amended by adding the following new definitions: 

Photovoltaic (PV) device - A system of components that generates electricity from 

incident sunlight by means of the photovoltaic effect, whether or not the device is 

able to store the energy produced for later use. 
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Photovoltaic (PV) effect - The phenomenon that occurs when photons, the 

"particles" in a beam of light, knock electrons loose from the atoms they strike. 

When this property of light is combined with the properties of semiconductors, 

electrons flow in one direction across a junction, setting up a voltage. With the 

addition of circuitry, current will flow and electric power will be available. 

Photovoltaic (PV) module (PV Panel) - The essentially planar assembly of solar 

cells and ancillary parts, such as interconnections, terminals, (and protective 

devices such as diodes) intended to generate direct current or alternating current in 

direct and diffuse sunlight. 

Photovoltaic (PV) system - A complete set of components for converting sunlight 

into electricity by the photovoltaic process, including the array and balance of 

system components. 

Solar energy - Electromagnetic energy transmitted from the sun (solar radiation). 

Solar electric system - A set of devices whose primary purpose is to collect solar 

energy and convert (and possibly store) it into electric power by means of any 

combination of collecting, transferring, or converting solar-generated energy. 

Solar electric system, Retail - A solar electric system established for the primary 

purpose of meeting all or part of the electric energy needs of the host building, 

whether residential, commercial, industrial, or institutional. 

Solar electric system, Wholesale - A solar electric system established for the 

primary purpose of generating electricity and selling it directly to a third party (e.g., 

electric utility company). 

Solar panel - See Photovoltaic (PV) module. 

SECTION Il  Section 4.10 Home Occupations subsections 2., 6., and 7. are amended to read: 

2. All business activities shall take place within the residence and accessory buildings. 

6. Retail sales are limited to products made or repaired on the property or include 

incidental products associated with a service business. 

7. Unless enclosed within an approved structure or completely screened from adjacent 

property and roadways, no vehicle or equipment used in the conduct of the 

occupation shall be parked, stored or otherwise present at the premises other than 

such as is customarily used for farm, domestic or household purposes. 

SECTION Ill Section 6.04 AG Agriculture Preservation District subsection C. Conditional Uses, 

subcategory 2 is amended in its entirety to read: 

2. Churches, schools, local government buildings and facilities and governmentowned 

facilities for the maintenance of roads and highways. 
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SECTION IV Section 6.04 AG Agriculture Preservation District subsection C. Conditional Uses, 

subcategory 3 is deleted and subcategories 4 through 6 are renumbered 3 through 5: 

SECTION V Section 6.04 AG Agriculture Preservation District subsection F. Interim Uses is 

amended by adding: 

4. Wholesale solar electric systems. 

5. Retail solar electric systems. 

SECTION VI Section 6.05 RR Rural Residential District subsection E. Interim Uses is amended 

by adding: 

3. Retail solar electric systems. 

SECTION VII Section 7. Performance Standards is amended by adding the following provisions: 

7.25 Solar Electric Systems 

A. Solar electric systems require an interim use permit in all zoning districts. 

B. Wholesale solar electric systems shall be limited to the AG Agriculture Preservation 

District. 

C. Retail solar electric systems in residential zoning districts shall be limited to roof top 

systems. Rooftop solar electric systems shall be mounted parallel to the plane of the 

roof, shall not extend more than one foot above the plane of the roof, shall not be 

located any closer than three feet from any side, top or bottom edge of the roof, and 

shall not occupy more 75 per cent of the area of the roof plane it is affixed to. 
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D. Retail solar electric systems located in the AG Agriculture Preservation District may 

include roof top systems and ground mounted systems. Roof top systems shall not 

project more than four feet above the plane of the roof nor be located closer than six 

feet from the outer edge of the roof top. Ground mounted systems shall not exceed 

fifteen feet in height, shall not be located in any required front yard area, shall not be 

located closer than fifteen feet to a side or rear yard, and shall not be located closer 

than 100 feet to an existing adjacent residence. Ground mounted systems shall not 

exceed 10% lot coverage or 10,000 square feet, whichever is less. Square footage is 

calculated by the area encumbered by the outermost measurements of the solar 

equipment layout. 

E. Wholesale solar electric systems shall be set back a minimum 130 feet from the 

centerlines of roadways, a minimum of 50 feet from all property lines, and a minimum 

of 300 feet from any adjacent property residential dwelling; except, when a public 

roadway is located between an adjacent residential dwelling and a wholesale solar 

electric system the 300 feet setback shall be reduced to a minimum of 150 feet. The 

maximum height of wholesale solar electric system equipment, structures and 
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accessory appurtenances shall not exceed 15 feet. Wholesale solar electric systems 

shall be enclosed by a minimum six feet high security fence. 

F. Wholesale solar electric systems shall not be lighted, except for shrouded, downcast 

security lights on major equipment or storage buildings. Signage shall be limited to 

equipment labeling, security warnings and messages, entrance identification and 

directional signs, and a single site identification sign. No individual sign shall exceed 

thirty-six square feet in area or extend more than 15 feet in height. 

G. No solar energy equipment or solar electric systems shall create or cause unreasonable 

glare on other property or public roadways. Unreasonable glare shall mean a public 

safety hazard as determined by the Board of Supervisors or the appropriate roadway 

authority. 

H. No solar electric system shall create or constitute a public nuisance, as regulated in this 

Ordinance. 

I. Electric power lines within all ground mounted solar electric systems shall be buried 

underground. 

J. All solar energy systems shall be consistent with applicable State Building Codes, State 

Electrical Codes, and State Plumbing Codes. 

K. All applicable solar energy equipment shall be certified by either the Underwriters 

Laboratories (UL) or Canadian Electrical Code (CSA 22.1), or the Solar Rating and 

Certification Corporation (SRCC) for thermal systems. 

L. All solar electric systems unused, abandoned or inoperable for more than twelve 

months shall be removed by the system owner or the property owner. 

M. In addition to the Site Plan Review requirements of Section 4.11, solar electric system 

applications shall include the following details: 

1. Grading plan. 

2. Location of access roads. 

3. Locations of overhead and underground electric lines. 

4. Dimensions, location and spacing of PV panels. 

5. Description of the racking method, including fixed or tracking technology. 
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6. Description and location of buildings, inverters, transformers, disconnects 

& combiners, and other structures and equipment. 

7. Typical elevations or photos of sample solar arrays. 

8. Site lighting and signage. 

9. Decommissioning plan and site restoration plan, including financial 

assurances. 

N. Fencing, landscaping, and other screening may be required for any ground mounted or 

solar electric system. Deviations from dimensional standards (including setbacks) may 

be considered through public hearing procedures for permitting, based upon mitigation 

of off-site impacts through fencing, landscaping, screening, or other mitigation 

measures. 
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O. All ground mounted solar electric systems shall prepare a stormwater management plan 

consistent with the North Cannon River Watershed Management Organization Model 

Stormwater Ordinance, "An Ordinance Establishing Erosion Control and Stormwater 

Management Requirements for Land Disturbances." Any site grading shall be 

accompanied by an erosion and sedimentation control plan consistent with Best 

Management Practices for control components. 

P. All permit applications for ground mounted solar electric systems shall include a 

description of the vegetation or material under the solar system components and the 

method of ground care and vegetative maintenance. 

SECTION VIII Ordinance No. 2001-5C was adopted by the Waterford Township Board of 

Supervisors on May 11, 2015 and shall become effective upon its publication. 

ATTEST:  

 John Dudley , Chair 

Published in the Northfield News May 16, 2015. 

 



ORDINANCE NO. 2001-5D 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2001-5 

WATERFORD TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE 

The Board of Supervisors of Waterford Township ordains the following amendments to 

Ordinance No. 2001-5 Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance: 

SECTION 1 The Home Occupation definition in Section 3 Definitions is amended to read: 

Home Occupation - Any gainful occupation or profession engaged in solely by the 

occupants of a dwelling when carried on within the dwelling or within a single existing 

accessory structure, provided that no signs other than those normally utilized in a 

residential district are present and the occupation is clearly incidental to the residential 

use and character of the property (see Section 4.10 Home Occupations for specific 

provisions). 

SECTION 11 Section 4.10 Home Occupations subsection 2. is amended to read: 

2. All business activities shall take place within the residence or within a single existing 

accessory building. 

SECTION Ill The Local Street Front Setbacks in the AG District (farm and non-farm uses), RR 

District, and ME District (farm uses) identified in Section 6.09 Dimensional Standards for 

District Uses are amended to read "75 ft.'  

SECTION IV Section 7.25A. Solar Electric Systems Performance Standards is amended in its 

entirety to read: 

A. Retail solar electric systems require a building permit and electrical permit. 

Wholesale solar electric systems require an interim use permit. 

SECTION V Ordinance No. 2001-5D was adopted by the Waterford Township Board of 

Supervisors on July I l, 2016 and shall become effective upon its publication. 

Elizabeth Wheeler, Clerk 



ORDINANCE NO. 2001­5E  

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2001­5  

WATERFORD TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE  

  

The Board of Supervisors of Waterford Township ordains the following amendment to Ordinance 

No. 2001­5 Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance:  

  

5.07 BUILDING PERMITS – Amended in its entirety by adopting the Minnesota State Building Code 

as follows: 

 

A.    Purpose 

1. Adopting the Minnesota State Building Code complies with the State of Minnesota’s mandate for 

Cities and Townships within the seven-county metropolitan area to adopt and enforce the 

Minnesota State Building Code;  

2. Adopting the Minnesota State Building Code provides for the application, administration, and 

enforcement of the Minnesota State Building Code by regulating the erection, construction, 

enlargement, alteration, repair, moving, removal, demolition, conversion, occupancy, equipment, 

use, height, area, and maintenance of all buildings and/or structures within the boundaries of 

Waterford Township; 

3. Adopting the Minnesota State Building Code provides for the issuance of permits and collection of 

fees thereof; 

4. Adopting the Minnesota State Building Code provides penalties for violation thereof; 

5. Adopting the Minnesota State Building Code perpetually includes the most current edition of the 

Minnesota State Building Code with the exception of the optional appendix chapters.  Optional 

appendix chapters shall not apply unless specifically adopted.  

 

B.   Codes Adopted by Reference  

The Minnesota State Building Code, as adopted by the Commissioner of Labor and Industry pursuant to 

Minnesota Statutes chapter 326B, including all of the amendments, rules and regulations established, 

adopted and published from time to time by the Minnesota Commissioner of Labor and Industry, through 

the Building Codes and Standards Unit, is hereby adopted by reference with exception of the optional 

chapters, unless specifically adopted in this ordinance. The Minnesota State Building Code has specific 

statutory authority, with limited exceptions and is mandatory throughout the entire state of Minnesota.   

The Minnesota State Building Code is hereby incorporated in this ordinance as if fully set out herein.  

C.  Applications, Administration and Enforcement 

The application, administration, and enforcement of the code shall be in accordance with Minnesota State 

Building Code.  The code shall be enforced within the extraterritorial limits permitted by Minnesota 

Statues, 326B.121, Subd. 2(d), when so established by this ordinance.  

The code enforcement agency of Waterford Township is called the Building Official.  

This code shall be enforced by the Minnesota Certified Building Official designated by this Township to 

administer the code in accordance with Minnesota Statutes 326B.133, Subdivision 1.  



D.  Permits and Fees  

The issuance of permits and collection of fees shall be as authorized by Minnesota Rules Chapter 1300.   

Permit fees shall be assessed for work governed by this code in accordance with the fee schedule adopted 

by Waterford Township.   In addition, a surcharge fee shall be collected on all permits issued for work 

governed by this code in accordance with Minnesota Statutes 362B.148.   

E.  Violations and Penalties   

A violation of the code is a misdemeanor (Minnesota Statutes 326B.082, Subd. 16). 

F.   Building Code Optional Chapters   

Minnesota State Building Code, Chapter 1300 allows the Township to adopt by reference and enforce 

certain optional chapters of the most current edition of the Minnesota State Building Code.   

Waterford Township does not currently adopt the three optional ordinances in the current edition of the 

Code as listed below: 

• International Building Code Appendix J (Grading) See chapter 1300.  

• Chapter 1306 Special Fire Protection Systems, either 1306.0020, subpart 2 (existing and new 

buildings) or subpart 3 (new buildings only)  

• Chapter 1335 Floodproofing Regulations Parts 1335.0600 to 1335.1200 

 

G.  Procedure 

• All building projects (new, remodeled, additions, demolition) are subject to the MN State Building 

Code thus building & related permits are usually required for the following: 

 

• New buildings (house, barn, pole shed, utility shed, storage shed, office,  etc.) 

• Additions-bedrooms, bathrooms, family rooms, etc.  

• Alteration to the footprint of an existing structure  

• Work-decks, garages, fences, fireplaces, gazebos, pools, water heaters, kennels when pouring 

a slab, sheds over 200 square feet, etc 

• Renovations-garage conversions, basement furnishings, kitchen expansions, re-roofing, re-

siding, window replacement, etc. 

• Electrical systems and/or Plumbing systems and/or Solar Energy Systems 

• HVAC-heating, ventilating & air-conditions systems 

 

• Obtain Building & related permits: 

 

• Complete Building Permit application – Contact Township Clerk  

• Schedule Planning Commission review – Contact Planning Commission Chairperson  

• Schedule Township Board approval – Contact Township Clerk  

• Schedule Building Plan review- Contact Building Official 

• Pay Building Permit fees – Contact Township Clerk  

• Post approved plans and inspection record in an accessible location at construction site 

 

 



H.   Effective Date of Ordinance  

Ordinance No. 2001-5E was adopted by the Waterford Township Board of Supervisors on December 5, 

2016 and shall become effective upon its publication.  

 

 

December 12, 2016   Public Hearing Date     

December 12, 2016  Adopted by Resolution R2016-xxx 

December 21, 2016         Publication in Northfield News  

December 21, 2016  Effective date of Ordinance  

   

ATTEST:  

 

 

__________________________________ 

Liz Messner – Supervisor/Chairperson 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Frank Wergin – Supervisor 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Larry Odegard - Supervisor 

 

 

     

__________________________________ 

Elizabeth Wheeler, Clerk  
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The Board of Supervisors of Waterford Township ordains the following amendments to Ordinance No. 

2001-5 Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance: 

 

SECTION I. Amendment to Waterford Township Ordinance 2001-5 - Section 3, Section 4, Section 

5, Section 6, Section 7 is hereby amended as follows: 

 

3.00 Definitions – Amended by adding the following definitions: 

 

Adult Uses - Adult uses include adult bookstores, adult motion picture theaters, adult motion 

picture rental, adult mini-motion picture theaters, adult massage parlors, adult steam 

room/bathhouse/sauna facilities, adult companionship establishments, adult rap/conversation 

parlors, adult health/sport clubs, adult cabarets, adult novelty businesses, adult motion picture 

arcades, adult modeling studios, adult hotels/motels, adult body painting studios, and other 

premises, enterprises, establishments, businesses or places open to some or all members of the 

public, at or in which there is an emphasis on the presentation, display, depiction or description of 

specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas that are located within 2 miles of any 

church, school or day care. 

 

Construction Businesses - Construction company is a capital-intensive business often involving 

heavy equipment and deployment of bulk materials 

 

Implement Sales, Service and Similar Agricultural Support Businesses - Businesses in support 

of agricultural operations including seed and agricultural producers, animal feeds, biofuels, farm 

machinery and sales. 

Intoxicating Liquor Sales - On-sale or off-sale of products containing alcohol 

Limited Auto Sales - A facility in the auto service industry that also as a secondary business 

offers for sale a limited number of vehicles, not to exceed three vehicles at any one time. 

 

Medical Marijuana Facility - A building or structure for the cultivation or dispensary of medical 

marijuana to qualified patients. 

 

Multiple Occupancy Building Sites - A single parcel that has multiple tenants operating on the 

site. 

 

Noise - A public nuisance: All obnoxious noises in violation of Minn. Rules Chapter 7030, as they 

may be amended from time to time which are hereby incorporated by reference into this code. 

 

Office Buildings - A form of commercial building which contains spaces mainly designed to be 

used for offices. The primary purpose of an office building is to provide a workplace and working 
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environment primarily for administrative and managerial workers. These workers usually occupy 

set areas within the office 

 

Online Sales/Auction - A business that utilizes different online sales channels or develops its own 

for the purpose of offering products for sale that would then be shipped to customers without ever 

needing to visit the facility. 

 

One-Year Borrow Pit - The use of land for surface or subsurface removal of sand, gravel, rock, 

industrial minerals, other nonmetallic minerals, and peat not regulated under Minnesota Statutes, 

sections 93.44 to 93.51. Such use shall be for one specific use or project and shall not exceed one 

year of borrowing. 

 

Photovoltaic (PV) Device - A system of components that generates electricity from incident 

sunlight by means of the photovoltaic effect, whether or not the device is able to store the energy 

produced for later use. 

 

Photovoltaic (PV) Effect - The phenomenon that occurs when photons, the "particles" in a beam 

of light, knock electrons loose from the atoms they strike. When this property of light is combined 

with the properties of semiconductors, electrons flow in one direction across a junction, setting up 

a voltage. With the addition of circuitry, current will flow and electric power will be available. 

 

Photovoltaic (PV) - The essentially planar assembly of solar cells and ancillary module (PV 

Panel) parts, such as interconnections, terminals, (and protective devices such as diodes) intended 

to generate direct current or alternating current in direct and diffuse sunlight. 

 

Photovoltaic (PV) System - A complete set of components for converting sunlight into electricity 

by the photovoltaic process, including the array and balance of system components. 

 

Planned Unit Development - A development generally having a mixture of land uses or a 

clustering of residences, planned as a single development, protecting and providing common and 

public open space maintained either by the owners of the development or a designated entity, and 

which may include a waiver of conventional dimensional standards applying to the development in 

exchange for higher site design standards, preservation techniques and other public benefit. 

 

Retail Sales - Businesses that sell products in a brick-and-mortar storefront in which products are 

offered for sale on the premises. 

 

Service Businesses - A commercial enterprise that provides work performed by an expert 

individual or team for the benefit of its customers. 
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Skilled Trade Businesses - A business which require specific training to perform work in an 

industry that often involves manual labor. 

Solar Energy - Electromagnetic energy transmitted from the sun (solar radiation).  

Solar Electric System - A set of devices whose primary purpose is to collect solar energy and 

convert (and possibly store) it into electric power by means of any combination of collecting, 

transferring, or converting solar-generated energy. 

 

Solar Electric System - Retail (home-based) - A solar electric system established for the primary 

purpose of meeting all or part of the electric energy needs of the host building, whether residential, 

commercial, industrial, or institutional 

 

Solar Electric System - Wholesale (solar field) - A solar electric system established for the primary 

purpose of generating electricity and selling it directly to a third party (e.g., electric utility company). 

 

Solar Panel - See Photovoltaic (PV) module. 

 

Storage Facility - A facility utilized for the storage of goods in which storage spaces such as rooms, 

lockers, containers, and/or outdoor space is rented to tenants. 

 

Structural Alteration - Any change, other than incidental repairs, which would prolong the life of 

the supporting members of a building, such as bearing walls, columns, beams, girders or foundations. 

Structure Anything constructed, the use of which requires a location on the ground, or attached to 

something having a permanent location on the ground.  Technology Support Business technology 

refers to applications of science, data, businesses engineering, and information for business 

purposes, such as the achievement of economic and organizational goals. The main element of 

technology is the idea of change, and how it can affect business and society. 

 

Trade Businesses - Business that generate profit out of making multiple buys and sell transactions 

is various markets. 

 

Village - A condense residential neighborhood on the north side of the Cannon River in the north-

east quarter of section 30 as shown on the Waterford Township Zoning Map. 

 

Warehousing - A warehouse building that is used for the storage of commercial goods and often 

utilize forklifts, cranes and loading docks for the loading, unloading and storage of bulk materials, 

 

3.00 Definitions – amended by deleting the following definitions: 

Alley - A public right-of-way which affords a secondary means of access to abutting property. 
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Community Utility System - Utility systems serving a group of buildings, lots or any area of the 

community, with the design and construction of such utility systems as approved by the Board and 

the State of Minnesota. 

Curb Level - The grade elevation established by the governing body of the curb in front of 

the center of the building. Where no curb level has been established, an engineer selected by 

the Board shall determine a curb level or its equivalent for the purpose of this Ordinance. 

Farm Dwelling - A dwelling located on a farm, occupied by the farm owner or an employee 

of the farm owner. 

Lot, Through - A lot fronting on two substantially parallel streets. 

Multiple Dwelling - Three or more dwelling units in one structure. 

Public Land - Land owned or operated by municipal, school district, university, county, state, 

federal government or other public entity. 

Public Utility Buildings - A structure or facility designed for the operation of public utilities, 

including power stations, substations, pumping stations and reservoirs, communications 

equipment buildings, gas regulation stations, and transmission lines. 

Recreation, Commercial - A privately-owned business offering recreational facilities, 

services, or equipment for a fee, including but not limited to golf courses, bowling alleys, boat 

launches, and the like. Also includes the sale and service of recreational equipment such as 

snowmobiles, boats, campers, and the like. 

Townhouse - A building with three (3) or more single-family dwellings, attached to each 

other and oriented so that all exits open to the outside. 

Two-Family Dwelling - A building with two (2) single-family dwellings, attached to each 

other and oriented so that all exits open to the outside. 

Warehouse - An enclosed building used primarily for the storage of equipment and materials 

and including packing and crating. 

 

3.00 Definitions – amended by amending the following definitions: 

 

Farm Real property used for agriculture, which is owned and operated by a single family, 

family corporation, individual or corporate enterprise. 

Home Occupation Any gainful occupation or profession engaged in solely by the occupants 

of a dwelling when carried on within the dwelling or within a single existing accessory 

structure, provided that no signs other than those normally utilized in a residential district are 

present and the occupation is clearly incidental to the residential use and character of the 

property (see Section 4.10 Home Occupations for specific provisions).  
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Zoning Amendment A change in this Ordinance, whether it be an amendment to the ordinance 

text or zoning map, authorized by the governing body, according to the procedures herein. 

 

4.00 General Provisions 

 

         4.10 Home Occupations – subsections 2., 6., and 7. are amended to read: 

 

2.  All business activities shall take place within the residence and accessory buildings. 

 

6. Retail sales are limited to products made or repaired on the property or include incidental 

products associated with a service business. 

 

7. Unless enclosed within an approved structure or completely screened from adjacent 

property and roadways, no vehicle or equipment used in the conduct of the occupation shall 

be parked, stored or otherwise present at the premises other than such as is customarily used 

for farm, domestic or household purposes. 

 

5.00 General Provisions 

 

         5.04 Zoning Amendments – subsections 1. and 2. are amended to read: 

 

1. An amendment to the text of this Ordinance or the Zoning Map may be initiated by the 

Town Board, the Planning Commission or by application of an interested party. 

Individuals wishing to initiate an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance shall fill out an 

application and submit it to the Town Clerk, together with a fee in accordance with the 

fee schedule kept by the Town Clerk. Following receipt of the zoning amendment 

application, the Town Clerk, or if necessary, the Town Planner, shall determine 

completeness of application and schedule a public hearing (only held on an “as needed 

bases”) with the Planning Commission. 

 

2. Property owners or occupants within one-half (½) mile of the property in question may be 

notified of the proposed zoning amendment in a call, or in writing. All property owners 

within three hundred fifty (350) feet of any rezoning shall be notified in writing of the 

proposed action.  Notification beyond three hundred fifty (350) feet is voluntary, but may 

be initiated by the Town Board or Clerk. 
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         5.05 Conditional Use Permits   

 

                 B Procedure – subsections 4. and 8. are amended to read: 

4. The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposal. as scheduled by 

the Town Clerk. A notice of the time, place and purpose of the hearing shall be 

published in the official newspaper and posted at the official meeting place at least ten 

(10) days prior to the day of the hearing. Property owners within three hundred fifty 

(350) feet of the property in question shall be notified. Defects in the notice or failure to 

notify individual property owners shall not invalidate the proceedings provided a good 

faith effort was made to comply with these provisions. 

8. If a periodic review is included as a condition by which a Conditional Use Permit is 

granted, the Conditional Use Permit may be reviewed at a public hearing with notice and 

publication of the hearing, according to the procedures identified above. A public hearing 

for annual review of a Conditional Use Permit may be ordered at the discretion of the 

Town Board or Clerk. Fees and reimbursement of the Township’s costs shall be the 

responsibility of the permit holder or applicant.  

 

6.00 General Provisions 

 

         6.04 AG Agriculture Preservation District  

 

F Interim Uses – amended by adding: 
 

6.  One year borrow pits 

6.09 Business District is added to the ordinance providing for the following standards for the 

district: 

A. Intent 

The Commercial Business District is intended to regulate areas in the Township 

that may be appropriate for commercial retail businesses and services opportunities 

to provide a location for agricultural support businesses in the Township. 

 

B. Permitted Uses 

1. Essential Services 

2. Implement sales and service businesses 

3. Agricultural service businesses 

4. Construction and trade businesses 

5. Repair and service businesses, except body shops 

6. Passenger bus storage and maintenance facility 

7. Storage facilities for public lease ("mini storage") 

8. Woodworking business 
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9. Existing Residential Properties 

10. Restaurant, including on sale/off sale 

 

C. Conditional Uses 

1.  Historic sites 

2.  Gasoline service stations and convenience store 

3.  Commercial service businesses (not to include adult use businesses). 

4.  Contractor and trade businesses. 
 

D. Interim Uses 

1.  Telecommunication towers. 

2.  Wind energy conversion systems. 

3.  Retail solar electric 

4.  Wholesale solar electric systems 

6.10 Dimensional Standards for District Uses – prior to publication of Ordinance No. 2019-1 

Dimensional Standards for District Uses was 6.09.  Ordinance No. 2019-1 added Business 

District (6.09) causing Dimensional Standards to re-number to 6.10. 

Delete - 6.09 Dimensional Standards for District Uses in its entirety. 

Add - 6.10 Dimensional Standards for District Uses as follows: 
 

6.10 Dimensional Standards for District Uses 

District 

Section 6 

Sub-Section 

Lot Area 

Min/Max 

Residential 

Density 

Lot 

Width 

Front Setbacks1
 Side/Rear 

    Setbacks 
Max. 

Height 

Lot 

Coverage2
 State/Co. Local Street 

AG 

6.04 1 ac./3 ac. 1 unit/40 ac 5 120 ft. 130 ft. 75 ft. 10 ft. 35 ft. 25% 

RR 

6.05 

2 ac./NA 1 unit/10 ac. 120 ft. 130 ft. 75 ft. 10 ft. 35 ft. 25% 

Village 

6.05 

0.2ac./3ac. NA 80 ft 130 ft. 40 ft. 10 35 ft. 50% 

ME 
6.06 NA/NA NA NA 130 ft.3 50 ft.3 50 ft. 75 ft. 25% 

FO 

     6.07 

Reference Dakota 
County Ordinance 50 

NA NA      

  SO 

  6.08 

Reference Dakota 
County Ordinance 50 

NA NA      

Business 

6.09 

¼ ac./3ac. NA 120 ft 130 ft. 50 ft. 10 ft. 35 ft. 50%4
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Note 1 - Front setbacks as measured from centerline of abutting road, except in the case of mineral operations (see Note 3).  
Note 2 – Lot coverage is the maximum percentage of impervious surface on any parcel. 

Note 3 – Mineral extract setback is measured from property line. 

Note 4 – (need not from Bolton & Menk) 
Note 5 – (need not from Bolton & Menk) 

 
7.00 Performance Standards  

 

         7.06 Noise and Vibrations is amended in its entirety to read: 

 
Noise and vibrations generated from any use shall be in compliance with and regulated by 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency rules. Any excessive noise or activity at any hour that is a 

disturbance to the general public, including: 

 

1. Operating power lawn mowers, power hedge clippers, chain saws, mulchers, garden 

tillers, edgers, drills, or other similar domestic power equipment (snow removal 

equipment is exempt) between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on any weekday or 

between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. on any weekend or holiday. 

 

2. Collecting or removing garbage or recycling materials between the hours of 10:00 p.m. 

and 7:00 a.m. 

 

3. With the exception of the agricultural district, while conducting regular farm operation 

activities, engaging or permitting construction activities involving the use of any kind of 
Electric, diesel, or gas-powered machine or other power equipment between the hours 

of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on any weekday or between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 8:00 

a.m. on any weekend or holiday.  

7.08 Glare is amended in its entirety to read: 
 

Glare or illumination from any source of lighting from any use shall be aimed or deflected 

away from adjoining property and public rights of way, except street lighting and traffic 

signals. Exterior lighting shall utilize shielded outdoor light fixtures to facilitate the downward 

directed lighting to remain on the subject property. 

           7.25 Business District Hours of Operation is added: 
 

Businesses within the commercial district may conduct business between 7am and 8pm 

           7.26 Development Standards for Business District is added: 

1. Transportation, Emissions, Noise, and Public Service Studies. For any new or expanded 

business or institutional use, the Town Board may require a transportation study, 

groundwater or surface water study, air quality study, noise study, public service study, 
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or similar study to determine whether any possible impacts from a proposed use will be 

mitigated to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. 

2. Access Roads. New or expanded businesses and institutions shall be required to use paved 

roads in the Township, unless specific measures and guarantees for proper maintenance 

and dust control of gravel roads are approved by the Town Board. 

3. Loading Standards. 

a. Loading docks or berths for trucks shall be screened by berms, landscaping and/or 

fencing from the property line of any adjacent public or residential use and any County 

or State highway. The berms, landscaping and/or fencing shall be of the height and 

amount necessary to reasonably screen the adjacent uses or roadways. 

4. Building Standards. 

a. Accessory buildings shall be compatible in building design and material to the primary 

building on the property. 

b. Dumpsters, trash bins, and recycling receptacles shall be located within the building or 

screened from public view by a fence or wall designed with the same or compatible 

materials as the primary building. 

5. Exterior Storage. 

a. Outside storage may be allowed as a principal use, as regulated in a Conditional Use 

Permit, and storage that is accessory to a principal use may be allowed in designated 

areas to the rear of the primary building, as regulated in a Conditional Use Permit. The 

Township may require appropriate screening by walls or fences to effectively conceal 

these areas from dissimilar surrounding land uses and public roads. 

6. Landscaping. 

a. All open areas of a lot not used and improved for building, parking, loading or 

driving areas shall be landscaped with lawn, ground cover, trees, shrubs, etc. or left 

in a natural state. Any areas left natural shall be kept free of litter, debris and 

noxious or unsightly weeds. 

b. Where a lot is adjacent to an existing residence or a residential district property 

line, a 20 ft. wide landscaped yard shall be provided along the property line adjacent 

to the residential use. Landscaping shall consist of deciduous trees, coniferous 

trees, and shrubs spaced between the trees in locations that will form a screen. 

1. The minimum planting size of landscaping is as follows: 

2. deciduous – 2 ½” diameter 
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3. coniferous – 6 ft. high 

4. shrubs – 2 ft. in height 

 

SECTION II.   Incorporation of Amendments.  The Township Zoning Administrator is hereby 

authorized and directed to incorporate the amendments made by this Ordinance into the Waterford 

Township Zoning Ordinance 2001 and such updated version shall constitute the official Waterford 

Township Zoning Ordinance. 

 

SECTION III.  Severability.  Should any section, subdivision, clause or other provision of this 

Ordinance be held invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity 

of the Ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part held invalid. 

 

SECTION IV.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon its passage and the first day of 

publication in summary format. 

 

ADOPTED by the Waterford Township Board of Supervisors this 8th day of April 2019.  

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Liz Messner, Chairperson/Supervisor 

 

Attest:   

 

 
________________________________ 

Elizabeth Wheeler, Clerk 

: 

 

 

Public Hearing – March 11, 2019 

 

Adopted by Board – April 8, 2019 

 

Published in the Northfield News – July 17, 2019 
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The Board of Supervisors of Waterford Township ordains the following amendments to Ordinance 

No. 2001-5 Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance: 

 

SECTION I.   Amendment to Waterford Township Ordinance 2001-5 - Section 3, Section 6, 

Section 7 is hereby amended as follows: 

 

3.00 Definitions – Amended by adding the following definitions: 

 

Dust: Airborne mineral particulate matter.  

 

Excavation: The movement or removal of soil and minerals  

 

Mineral: Sand, gravel, rock, clay and similar higher density non-metallic natural minerals.  

 

Mineral Extraction Facility: Any area that is being used for removal, stockpiling, storage, and 

processing of sand, gravel, topsoil, clay and other minerals.  

 

Mineral Extraction Permit: The permit required for mineral extraction facilities which may  

operate for several years.  

 

Operator: Any person or persons, partnerships or corporations or assignees, including public or 

governmental agencies, engaging in mineral extraction.  

 

Principal Use: The principal use of a mineral extraction facility is the extraction, crushing,  

screening, mixing, storage and sale of minerals from the facility.  

 

Processing: Any activity which may include the crushing, washing, stockpiling, compounding, 

mixing, or treatment of sand, gravels, rocks or similar mineral products into consumable 

products such as construction grade sand, gravel, concrete, asphalt, and other similar products.  

 

Rehabilitation: To renew land to self-sustaining long-term use which is compatible with  

contiguous land uses, present and future, in accordance with the standards set forth in this  

Ordinance.  

 

Seasonal Extraction Facility: Any area where mineral extraction is permitted on a temporary, 

seasonal basis, not to exceed two years in operation.  

 

Seasonal Extraction Permit: The permit required for seasonal extraction facilities which may 

operate for one or two years, with permit renewal required each year.  

 

Soil: A natural three-dimensional body of the earth's surface.  
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Topsoil: The upper portion of the soils present that is the most favorable material for  

plant growth.  
 

6.00 General Provisions  

 

  6.04 - Agricultural Preservation District   

 

                   B   Permitted Uses is amended as follows: 

      7. RV or Camper (short-term use) 

      8.  Mineral Extraction (subject to performance standards in Section 7.25).  

 

          F.   Interim Uses is amended as follows: 

     8.  Farm Employee Dwelling (subject to the performance standards in Section 7.28) 

     9.  RV or Camper – 2 or more weeks of use (subject to performance standards in Section 

7.29) 

                           10. Temporary Residence Housing for Family Member with a Medical Need (subject to 

performance standards in Section 7.30) 

 

6.07 - ME Mineral Extraction District - will be struck in its’ entirety in favor of allowing 

mining as a permitted use in the agricultural district.  

 

7.00 Performance Standards  

 

           7.20 – Animal Feedlots and Manure Handling  

   B.   Permit Requirements is amended as follows: 

Any person owning or operating a proposed or existing animal feedlot having 50 or more 
animal units or 10 or more animal units in shoreland areas must register the feedlot with 
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency per Minn. R ch. 7020 and 7050 and obtain 
any applicable permit including NDPES, SDS, CSF or an interim permit as a result of 
being identified as a pollution hazard 

D.  Action is amended as follows: 

Permission to operate an Animal Feedlot application is contingent upon the following 
additional requirements being met by the applicant: 

1. Township permit application with plan and manure storage plan 
2. Receipt of a Feedlot Permit from the MPCA Feedlot Official; 

3. Approval of a Spill Response Plan by the MPCA Feedlot Official; 
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4. Approval of a Nutrient Management Plan by the MPCA Feedlot Official, in consultation with 

the Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District.  

5. Receipt of all applicable MPCA, SWCD, NRCS and MPCA Feedlot Official permits.  

F.   Performance Standard is amended as follows:  

  The following setbacks shall apply to all new animal feedlots and manure storage facilities: 

        a.  Residence not owned by feedlot owner, family or employee 

             Animal Units    Minimum Distance 

             Fewer than 50   Specified local building setbacks 

             51-500     250 feet 

              501 – 999                500 feet  

G.   Land Application of Manure is amended as follows:   

1. Application procedures should comply with State Rules and MPCA guidelines. 

 

2. Application Rates. Manure application rates for new or expanded feedlots will 

be based upon requirements identified in the Nutrient Management Plan. 

 

3. Injection and Incorporation.  Liquid Manure from an Animal Waste Storage 

Facility must be injected or incorporated into the soil within twenty-four 

        (24) hours of spreading. 

H.   Manure Storage & Transportation is amended as follows:   

1. Compliance with State, Local Standards and agency permitting  

          All animal manure shall be stored and transported in conformance with State of 

Minnesota statutes and rules, and local ordinances and as regulated by MPCA, 

SWCD, NRCS and the MPCA Feedlot Official. 

 

2. Potential Pollution Hazard Prohibited 

No manure storage facility shall be constructed, located or operated so as to 

create or maintain a potential pollution hazard. A certificate of compliance or 

a permit must be issued by the MPCA Feedlot Official. 

 

3. Vehicles and spreaders 

       All vehicles used to transport animal manure on county, state, interstate, 

township or city roads shall be leakproof and covered. Manure spreaders with 
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end gates shall be in compliance with this provision provided the end gate 

works effectively to restrict leakage and the manure spreader is leakproof. 

 

4.   Storage Capacity for New Animal Waste Storage Facility 

        Storage capacity for animal manure from new Animal Waste Storage 

Facilities shall not be less than seven (7) months, subject to the review and 

approval by the MPCA Feedlot Official. 

 

5. Engineer Approval of Plans 

All plans for an animal manure storage facility must be prepared and 

approved by an engineer licensed by the State of Minnesota. A report from 

an engineer licensed by the State of Minnesota must be submitted to and 

approved by the MPCA Feedlot Official or his designee prior to use of the 

structure for manure storage. 

 

6. Monitoring of Storage Pit 

         The owner of a storage pit shall conduct a test annually of the water within 

the perimeter tile of the storage facility, with analysis completed by a 

certified testing laboratory, and maintain a log of the results to be provided 

at the time of certification as identified in Section 7.20 E. 

 

7.    Abandoned Manure Storage Facilities 

All animal waste must be removed by the owner from an animal waste 

storage facility that has not been operational for one year. 

 

8. Emergency Notification 

In the event of a leak, spill or other emergency related to the handling of 

animal manure that presents a potential opportunity for pollution of a natural 

resource or inconvenience to the public, the owner of the animal feedlot or 

individual or business responsible for transport or spreading of animal 

manure shall notify the Minnesota Duty Officer and the MPCA Feedlot 

Official or his agent to review alternative solutions and to receive 

authorization to take appropriate actions to remedy the situation within 

twenty-four (24) hours.  The operator or owner of a feedlot, or the individual 

or business responsible for transport or spreading of animal manure is 

responsible for costs associated with clean-up and other remedies related to 

the emergency.  
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I.   Other regulations are amended as follows:   

All other applicable local, state and federal laws and regulations shall be in effect 

and enforced, including but not limited to water quality standards, air quality 

standards, shoreland regulations, floodplain regulations, wetland regulations, 

facility licenses and facility permits. The SWCD, NRCS, and the MPCA have 

additional regulations for animal feedlots and manure spreading within Waterford 

Township. 
 

7.23     Mineral Extraction is repealed and replaced in its entirety in favor of the revised performance 

standards:  

                     A.   Establishing Regulations and Standards for Mineral Extraction  

1. Purpose and Intent: 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the public health, safety, and welfare 

through the following: 

A. Identify areas in the community where mineral extraction is most appropriate 

and minimizes conflicts with commercial agricultural, residential, and other 

land uses. 

B. Establish permitting requirements, environmental review procedures and 

performance standards to regulate mineral extraction. 

C. Establish standards which distinguish between longer term and shorter-term 

mineral extraction activities. 
D. Establish standards which prevent or minimize environmental and aesthetic 

impacts on extracted properties, adjacent properties, and the community as a 

whole. 

E. Establish standards and financial guarantees that restore extracted land to 

condition compatible with adjacent properties and suitable for future uses 

which are compatible with the Waterford Township Comprehensive Plan. 

2.    Permits Required: 

A. It is unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to extract or process 

minerals in the Township without obtaining a permit required in this 

ordinance. 

B. Mineral extraction shall only be allowed in that part of the Township 

zoned Agricultural Preservation. The minimum site size shall be equal 

to that of Twenty (20) acres square at a median depth of Ten (10) feet 

and shall require the completion of an Environmental Assessment 

Worksheet (EAW) before the formal application process may 

continue. 
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C. Exceptions. A mineral extraction permit shall not be required for any 

of the following: 

a. Excavation for a foundation, cellar or basement of a building if a 

building permit has been issued. 

b. Excavation by state, county, city or township author authorities in 

connection with construction or maintenance of roads, highways, or 

utilities, conducted solely within permanent easement areas or 

rights­ of-way. 

c. Curb cuts, utility hook-ups or street openings for which another 

permit has been issued by the Township. 

d. Excavation less than one thousand (1000) square feet in area or one 

foot in depth. 

e. Excavation or grading for agricultural purposes. 

f. Other activities in which a permit has been issued site grading is 

allowed and mineral extraction is clearly an incidental activity. 

g. Sod Harvesting 

3.   Mineral Extraction Permit Application Requirements: 

A. Application Form: An application for a mineral extraction permit shall be 

submitted to the Township on a form supplied by the Township. Information 

may include but not be limited to the following: 

a. Name, address, phone number, contact person for the operator. 

b. Name, address, phone number of the landowner. 

c. Acreage and complete legal description of the property on which 

the facility will be located, including all contiguous property 

owned by the landowners. 

d. Acreage and complete legal description of the property on which 

the mineral extraction permit will apply. 
e. Type and quantity of material to be extracted. 
f. Hours of operation of the facility. 

g. Timeframe to operate the facility. 

h. A description of all vehicles and equipment to be used by the 

operator in the operation of the facility. 

i.  A description of the maximum number and average peak 

daily number of vehicles 

j. accessing the facility, including a breakdown of operator owned and 

non-operator 

k. owned vehicles. 

l. A description of the haul routes within the Township to be used 

in the operation of the facility. 
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B. Supporting Documentation: Every application for a mineral extraction permit 

shall include submission of supporting documentation provided by a registered 

engineer licensed within the State of Minnesota which shall include, but may 

not be limited to the following (note: the findings of an EAW may be deemed 

as a sufficient and acceptable replacement to any portion of the following, 

extending through the "supporting documentation" section): 

a. A description of existing land uses on the subject property and all 

properties within one mile. One-quarter (1/4) mile 

b. A description of land use designations in the Comprehensive Plan 

and zoning classifications of the subject property and all properties 

within one mile. One-quarter (1/4) mile 

c. A description of the soil, vegetation, mineral content and current 

topography of the subject property. A minimum of three (3) soil boring 

logs representative of the site and an analysis of the subsurface 

materials on the subject property must be submitted by a registered 

engineer licensed in the State of Minnesota. Additional soil borings 

may be required by the Township Engineer for the subject site and any 

future expansion. 

d. A general description of surface waters, existing drainage patterns and 

groundwater conditions within one mile one-quarter (1/4) mile of the 

subject property. 

e. A general description of any wells or private sewer systems of record, 

pipelines, power lines and other utilities or appurtenances on the 

subject property and adjacent properties. 

f. A general description of the depth, quantity, quality and intended uses 

of the mineral deposits on the subject property. 

g. Current topography of the subject property, illustrated by contours not 

exceeding two-foot intervals. 

h. Proposed topography of the subject property after mineral extraction 

has been completed, illustrated by contours not exceeding two-foot 

intervals. 

i.  A phasing plan which illustrates the sequencing of mineral extraction, 

the locations of processing equipment, mineral stockpiles, staging 

areas, accessory uses and access routes. 

j. Copies of MPCA application documents, DNR application and/or 

review documents, EAW documents, EIS documents if required, and 

operating permits. 

k. A description of the site hydrology and drainage characteristics 

during extraction for each phase. Identify any locations where 

mailto:waterfordtownship@gmail.com


WATERFORD TOWNSHIP   

 
“where the path from the past and the future meets” 

 

 

ZONING ORDINANCE No. 2001-5 
AMENDMENT No. 2019-3 

 

Section 3, Section 6 & Section 7  

                      

Page | 8  
WEBSITE:  waterfordtownshipmn.org     EMAIL:   waterfordtownship@gmail.com 

3847 321ST St. W. – P.O. Box 531 - Northfield, MN 55057 

PHONE:  651-346-8467 (leave a message – clerk will return your call) 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING – DECEMBER 9, 2019  

drainage of any disturbed areas will not be controlled on the subject 

property and plans to control erosion, sedimentation and water 

quality of the runoff. Applicant must supply the Township a letter 

from the County Soil and Water District Manager or comparable 

official approving this description. 

l. A description of the potential impacts to adjacent properties resulting 

from mineral extraction and off-site transportation, including but not 

limited to noise, dust, surface water runoff, groundwater 

contamination, traffic and aesthetics. 

m. A description of the plan to mitigate potential impacts resulting from 

mineral extraction. 
n. A description of site screening, landscaping and security fencing. 

o. A description of site rehabilitation in each phase of operation and 

upon completion of mineral extraction on the subject property. 

p. A description of the method in which complaints about any aspect 

of the facility operation or off-site transportation are to be received 

and the method which complaints are to be resolved. 

C. Mineral Extraction Performance Standards: The following performance 

standards apply to all mineral extraction facilities in the Township: 

a. Hours of Operation. Mineral extraction facilities shall operate only 

between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 

and 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturday. 

i. Exceptions to the hours of operation, such as government agency 

contracts and other evening work, must be approved by the Town 

Board. 

b. Fencing. The Board may require fencing, signs and barriers around 

artificial ponding areas, wetlands and steep-sloped excavation areas. 

c. Access. All mineral extraction facilities shall have direct access to a 

State or County Road, which meets current design standards and 

weight classification of the jurisdiction responsible for the road, by 

the start of operation. 

d. Haul Routes. All trucks traveling to or from the mineral extraction 

facility shall utilize 9-ton or greater paved roads. Operators may be 

granted a special permit to utilize roadways temporarily posted under 

9-tons, provided adequate surety is guaranteed to cover the costs of 

repairing any damage to roadways. 

e. Roadway Dust Control. Operators will be responsible for providing 

water trucks to control dust on all gravel roads utilized by trucks 

hauling to or from a mineral extraction facility. Unless waived by the 
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Town Board in lieu of other remedies, watering roadways will be 

required when conditions warrant it and the number of one-way truck 

trips form a particular mineral extraction facility exceeds three (3) 

per hour. 

f.    Mineral Extraction Facility Dust Control. The Township shall require 

watering in a facility when it is determined that airborne dust from 

extraction areas, processing activities, stockpiles or internal roadways 

creates a public nuisance. Other remedies to dust control may include       

berming, landscaping and enclosures for processing equipment. 

g. Noise. Maximum noise levels at the facility will be consistent with the 

most current standards established by the Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency. 

h. Vibration. Operators shall use all practical means to eliminate adverse 

impacts of vibration from equipment on adjacent properties. 

1. Air Quality/Water Quality. All activities on the subject property will be 

conducted in a manner consistent with the Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency's operating permits and the Department of Natural Resources. 

j. Accessory Uses. Accessory uses, such as concrete or asphalt production 

or stockpiling and sale of materials not extracted on the subject property 

may be considered for approval by the Township. 

k. Unauthorized Storage. No vehicles, equipment or materials not 

associated with the mineral extraction facility or not in operable 

condition may be kept or stored at the facility. 

l. Setbacks. No extraction activity may occur within five hundred (500) 

feet of any residence and seventy-five (75) feet of any adjacent 

property, road right-of-way or public utility.  Screeners, crushers, other 

processing equipment and manufacturing equipment may not be 

located closer than five hundred (500) feet without henning. Grading 

plans affecting pipelines or powerline corridors will be evaluated on a 

case-by-case basis. 

m. Phasing. Phasing plans must be prepared for all mineral extraction 

facilities. The following is meant to serve as a guideline with 

exceptions allowable by the Town Board; 

i.  No more than ten (10) acres of land may be exposed to extraction 

at any one time. A maximum of thirty (30) acres may be utilized 

at any one time for extraction, processing, staging and stockpiling. 

Areas where extraction has been completed shall be rehabilitated 

according to the provisions of the ordinance, except for that area 

included in the maximum forty (40) acre operational area. The 
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Town Board may allow exceptions to the phasing requirements 

for topsoil and clay extraction and phases of operation in 

existence at the time of this ordinance adoption. 

n. Berming. Earthen berms shall be constructed along all rights-of-way 

and along all property lines within five hundred (500) feet of any 

residence. Berms shall be a minimum of eight feet in height. 

o. Weed Control. The operators shall be required to control 

noxious weeds and mow or harvest other vegetation to 

maintain reasonable appearance of the site.  

p. Explosives. If the use of explosives is desired by the 

operator, an interim use permit shall be required for the 

duration of the season. If the use of explosives is deemed to 

be of little public consequence or disruption, an interim use 

permit of longer duration may be granted. 

q. General Compliance. The operators must comply with all other 

federal, state, regional, county and local laws and regulations 

applicable to the operation of the mineral extraction facility, 

including but not limited to floodplain management regulations, 

shoreland management regulations and zoning ordinance 

regulations. 

r. Additional Regulations. Topsoil may not be removed from the mining 

facility unless specifically authorized in the permit. The Township 

may impose additional regulations and requirements to the mineral 

extraction permit to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. 

s. Inactivity. In the event less than 5000 cubic yards of material has 

been removed from the facility in any calendar year, the Township 

may terminate the mineral extraction permit. 

t. Rehabilitation Plan. A rehabilitation plan must include the grading 

plans, topsoil replacement, seeding, mulching, erosion control and 

sedimentation control specifications for each phase and the final 

site restoration. The following minimum standards and conditions 

apply where applicable: 
     i   Final grades may not exceed a 4:1 ratio (25% slope). 

 ii.  A minimum of three (3) inches of topsoil shall be placed and 

evenly spread on all graded surfaces. 

  iii. Seeding and mulching shall be consistent with Minnesota 

Department of Transportation specifications for rights-of-

way. Exceptions to seeding and mulching include areas 

returned to agricultural production. 
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 iv. Soil restoration, seeding and mulching must occur within 

each phase as soon as final grades, or interim grades 

identified in the phasing plans, have been reached. 

Exceptions to seeding and mulching include the processing, 

storage and staging areas within each phase. 

v. Soil erosion and sedimentation control measures shall be 

consistent with MPCA's publication entitled "Protection 

Water Quality in Urban Areas" and Section 300, Water and 

Soil Resource Management provisions of the Waterford 

Township Zoning Ordinance. 

vi. Unless otherwise amended or approved by the Township, 

all final grades and site restoration efforts shall be 

consistent with the Rehabilitation Plan. 

vii.  Within six (6) months after completion of mineral extraction 

or after termination of the permit, all equipment, vehicles, 

machinery, materials and debris shall be removed from the 

subject property. 

viii.  Within twelve (12) months after completion of mineral extraction 

or after termination of the permit site, rehabilitation must be 

completed or in a state of process deemed acceptable to the town 

board with the understanding of future completion.  

 ix.   Lake and pond end uses are acceptable. In such cases final 

grades shall not exceed a 4:1 ratio (25%) to a water depth of 

6'. 

 

D. Termination 

a. The mineral extraction permit shall be terminated on the 

happening of any of the following 

       i.    The date of termination specified in the interim use permit. 

            ii.    Upon a violation of a condition under which the permit was 

issued, but only after the Township has first provided written 

notice to the operator (and the landowner, if different from 

the operator), describing with particularity the specific 

violation(s) and the steps necessary to cure the violation(s). 

Excepting threats to public health, safety and welfare or 

violations with simple remedy, the operator shall have a 

period not exceeding sixty (60) consecutive days to cure the 

specific violation(s). If the 60-day remedy period overlaps 

with or occurs within a period of seasonal shutdown, and the 
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violation(s) are not easily remedied or do not pose a threat to 

public health, safety and welfare, the 60-day period may be 

extended to include the seasonal shutdown period. Upon 

notice of violation(s) which may threaten the public health, 

safety and welfare or are easily remedied, the operator shall 

respond promptly and cure the violation(s) in the shortest 

reasonable timeframe. 
    iii.     Upon a determination that the facility has been inactive. 

4.   Seasonal Extraction Permit 

a.   Purpose. The purpose of this section is to establish provisions for 

mineral extraction on a smaller scale and shorter-term basis than 

allowed in a mineral extraction permit, as indicated in Section VII 

A.4.b, Eligibility. 

b.   Eligibility. A seasonal extraction permit may be issued in areas of the 

Township zoned AG Agriculture District. 

i. Seasonal extraction permits are intended to allow the opportunity for 

mineral extraction on land which is in close proximity of projects of 

short duration and a specified period of time, such as road 

construction, in or near the Township. 

ii.   Seasonal extraction permits are also intended to allow the 

opportunity for site grading, which will enhance the use of property, 

including land where mineral extraction has occurred in the past and 

rehabilitation has not been completed. 

c. Process. A seasonal extraction permit will be processed as an Interim 

Use Permit, according to the provisions and procedures in the Waterford 

Township Zoning Ordinance. 

d.   Area Limitation. The maximum site area that may be included in a 

seasonal extraction permit is 19 acres square at a median depth of ten (10) 

feet. The Board may expand this limitation if the subject property includes 

a larger area where mineral extraction has previously occurred. 

e. Duration. Seasonal extraction permits are valid for a period not exceeding 

one calendar year. Mineral extraction operations may only occur between 

April I and December 1 of the permit year. Site rehabilitation must be 

completed by June 1 of the following year. The Board may extend the 

permit with a limit of two (2) years for operation and one year for 

restoration of the site. 
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f. Application. An application for a seasonal extraction permit shall be 

submitted to the Township on a form provided by the Township. 

Information requirements shall be the same as identified in Section VII.A.2 

of this Ordinance. 

g. Supporting Documentation. An application for a seasonal extraction 
permit shall may include portions of the supporting documentation 
identified in Section VII.A.3 of this Ordinance as requested by the board. 

h. Performance Standards. The performance standards identified in 

Section 7 shall apply to seasonal extraction permits, with the following 

exceptions: 

i.   Hours of Operation. The same hours of operation apply to seasonal 

extraction facilities, except the days of operation are limited to 

Monday through Friday and no evening activities are permitted. Hours 

of operation may be expanded on a case by case basis by approval of 

the board. 

ii.    Setbacks. The Board may modify setback requirements where appropriate. 

5. Enforcement. 

a.  The operator grants the Township's officers and representatives access to the       

facility during normal operation hours to inspect the mineral extraction facility 

and/or seasonal mineral extraction facility and enforce the provisions of this 

Ordinance. 

b.   The operator shall be responsible for the repair and maintenance of public and 

private property in the Township which is acknowledged by the operator to be 

or proven to be damaged by it, its agents or employees in conduction business 

or any other activity associated with the mineral extraction facility. 

c.   Violations not remedied according to the terms of this agreement shall/may 

result in fines, suspension or revocation of the mining permit or the bringing 

of criminal charges as defined in Section 15 of this ordinance. 

6. Fees 

a. The applicant shall pay for the application fee and any estimated 

expenses to be incurred by the Township before an application will be 

processed. 

b. The applicant shall reimburse the Township for all out-of-pocket expenses 

incurred by the Township in the review of the application, public hearings, 

preparation of documents, inspections and enforcement of this ordinance. 
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7.28 – Farm Employee Dwelling is added as follows:  

                     A.   Farm Employee Dwelling Performance Standards  

1. Farm employee dwellings are available for any farmers who have a schedule form 

F on their state taxes, are residing on the farm and have income generated from 

farming. Applicants must submit an application for the dwelling. Dwellings are 

approved only if there is a stated need for use, justification of added benefit to the 

farm operation, and stated plan for basic needs for the employee residing in the 

home (sewage, electric, water). Dwellings that are approved are temporary 

housing only, and can only be lived in for a maximum of six months from the 

months of March 1st through December 1st. A maximum of 2 structures are 

allowed, interim permits if awarded will be for 5 years of length with yearly permit 

renewal requirements. To be considered and approved by the Planning Commission 

and the Township Board, the applicant must meet the below standards: 

a) The farm is actively being farmed with income being generated from 
agricultural use 

b) The structure shall be located on the farm near the principal residence, and far 

away from other structures. 

c) The structure shall be removed from the site within sixty (60) days after it ceases to 

be farm related under criteria of the above criteria. 

d) The interim use permit for the farm dwelling, and the structure cannot be 
transferred to another party if there is a sale of the farm/land. 

e) The structure shall not be made a permanent structure, and will be kept in good 

conditions. 

f) Sewage treatment systems, if applicable shall be installed in accordance with 

Dakota Co. Individual Sewage Treatment System Ordinance. 

g) The applicant shall demonstrate the need for the farm related housing structure. 

h) The Town Board shall evaluate and decide the merit of the Interim Use 

Permit on a yearly basis. 

i) The Planning Commission and the Town Board may impose additional 

conditions. 

7.29 – RV or Camper is added as follows:  

                     A.   RV or Camper Performance Standards  

1. Use of a RV, or camper is permitted for short-term use only. Short-term is defined as 

2 consecutive weeks long. If the land owner requests long-term, as defined as over 2 

weeks long, use of a RV the land owner must complete an interim permit application, 

which is approved by the planning commission and Township Board. Interim permits 

for RV/campers are approved only if there is a stated need for use, and stated plan for 

basic hookup needs for the use of the RV which include sewage, electric, water. 

Applicants must meet the below standards: 
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a) Applicant must reside in the home where the RV or camper would be placed. 

b) Applicant must pay all fees, and provide proof of licensure for RV including 

insurance. 

c) Applicant must state the dates that the RV would be in use and on the 

property. 

d) Applicant must demonstrate where the RV will be located in relation to other 

structures on the property. 
e) The structure shall not be made a permanent structure. 

f) Sewage treatment systems, if applicable shall be installed in accordance with 
Dakota Co. Individual Sewage Treatment System Ordinance. 

g) Applicants must remove the RV at the end of the permit, if they are not 

removed the owner of the RV will be responsible for all fees. 

7.30 – Temporary Residence Housing for Family Members with a Medical Need is added as 

follows:  

                     A.   Temporary Residence Housing for Family Member with a Medical Need       

Performance Standards  

1. Use of a Temporary Residence housing for Family Member with a 

Medical Need (medical necessity) may be located as an interim use 

permit in any zoning district under the following conditions: 

a) The parcel of property shall be a maximum of (10) acres in size and 

there must be a permanent residence existing on the property. 
Variances may be granted for smaller parcels after the Planning 

Commission and the Town board reviews circumstances. 

b) An infirmed family member of the owners and residents of the parcel 

property shall occupy the dwelling or the primary residence pending 

the medical need of the individual and the abilities of the structure 

allows. 

c) The owners of the property on which the interim use has been 

granted shall pay any funds expended by the Township in the 

removal of the temporary residence. 

d) A letter shall be signed and submitted by a licensed medical doctor 

(letter of medical necessity) stating the medical need. 

e) Occupation of the temporary residence by live-in caregivers will be 
allowed if stated in the letter of medical necessity. 

f) The temporary residence shall meet all setback requirements of 

building codes as set by the state. 

g) The Planning Commission and the Town Board may impose 

additional conditions. 
h) Interim permit will be awarded for 5 years, with yearly renewal. 
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SECTION II.  Incorporation of Amendments.  The Township Zoning Administrator is hereby 

authorized and directed to incorporate the amendments made by this Ordinance into the Waterford 

Township Zoning Ordinance 2001 and such updated version shall constitute the official Waterford 

Township Zoning Ordinance. 

 

SECTION III.  Severability.  Should any section, subdivision, clause or other provision of this 

Ordinance be held invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity 

of the Ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part held invalid. 

 

SECTION IV.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon its passage and the first day of 

publication in summary format. 

 

ADOPTED by the Waterford Township Board of Supervisors this 8th day of July 2019. 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Liz Messner – Chairperson/Supervisor 

 

 

 
_________________________________ 

Elizabeth Wheeler, Clerk  

 

 

Public Hearing – June 6, 2019 

 

Adopted by Board – July 8, 2019 
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The Board of Supervisors of Waterford Township ordains the following amendments to Ordinance No. 

2001-5 Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance: 

 

SECTION 1. Amendment to Section 6.   Section 6.05 – Subsection B & E of the Waterford Township 

Zoning Ordinance 2001regarding permitted and interim uses is hereby amended to add the following: 

 

6.05 Rural Residential District  

 

B.   Permitted Uses & Structures  

  The following shall be added as a permitted use: 

 

9. Wholesale Solar 

 

E.   Interim Uses   

  The following shall be added as an interim use that maybe approved by the Town Board in the  

  RR Rural Residential District, subject to the requirements of Section 5.06.  

 

3. Wholesale Solar  

 

SECTION 2. Incorporation of Amendments.  The Township Zoning Administrator is hereby 

authorized and directed to incorporate the amendments made by this Ordinance into the Waterford 

Township Zoning Ordinance 2001 and such updated version shall constitute the official Waterford 

Township Zoning Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 3.  Severability.  Should any section, subdivision, clause or other provision of this Ordinance 

be held invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 

Ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part held invalid. 

 

SECTION 4.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon its passage and the first day of 

publication in summary format. 
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ADOPTED by the Waterford Township Board of Supervisors this 14th day of October 2019 

 

 

________________________________ 

Liz Messner – Chairperson/Supervisor 

 

Attest:   

 

 
________________________________ 

Elizabeth Wheeler, Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Public Hearing – 10/06/19 

` 

Adopted by Board – 10/14/19 

 

Published in Northfield News – 10/23/19  
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The Board of Supervisors of Waterford Township ordains the following amendments to Ordinance No. 

2001-5 Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance: 

 

SECTION I. Amendment to Ordinance No. 2001-5C Section 7.25 (May 11, 2015) an Ordinance 

amending Ordinance 2001-5.  Section 7.25-E is hereby amended to delete the existing language and 

replace it with the following: 

 

7.25 Solar Electric Systems  

 

E.   Setbacks  

   

Wholesale solar electric systems shall be set back a minimum 130 feet from the centerlines of 

State or County roadways, a minimum 75 feet from Town Roads maintained by the Township, a 

minimum of 50 feet from all property lines, and a minimum of 300 feet from any adjacent 

property residential dwelling; except, when a public roadway is located between an adjacent 

residential dwelling and a wholesale solar electric system the 300 feet setback shall be reduced to 

a minimum of 150 feet. 

 

The maximum height of wholesale solar electric system equipment structures and accessory 

appurtenances shall not exceed 15 feet. 

 

Wholesale solar electric systems shall be enclosed by a minimum six feet high security fence 

 

SECTION II.   Incorporation of Amendments.  The Township Zoning Administrator is hereby 

authorized and directed to incorporate the amendments made by this Ordinance into the 

Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance 2001 and such updated version shall constitute the 

official Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance. 

 

SECTION III.  Severability.  Should any section, subdivision, clause or other provision of this 

Ordinance be held invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the 

validity of the Ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part held invalid. 

 

SECTION IV.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon its passage and the first 

day of publication in summary format. 
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ADOPTED by the Waterford Township Board of Supervisors this 9th day of December 2020. 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Liz Messner, Chairperson/Supervisor 

 

Attest:   

 

 
________________________________ 

Elizabeth Wheeler, Clerk 
: 

 

 

Public Hearing – December 9, 2019 

 

Adopted by Board – December 9, 2019  

 

Published in the Northfield News January 8, 2020 
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SECTION 1. Amendment to Section 3.  Section 5.03 of the Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance 

2001 regarding the Board of Appeals and Adjustments is hereby amended to delete the existing language 

and replace it with the following: 

 

5.03   Board of Appeals and Adjustments 

 

A. Powers of the Board of Appeals and Adjustments 

 

The Town Board of Waterford shall, pursuant to the authority contained in Minnesota Statutes Chapter 

462, as amended, act as the Board of Appeals and Adjustments.  The Board of Appeals and Adjustments 

shall have the following powers with respect to the Zoning Ordinance: 

 

1. To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged that there is an order, requirement, decision or 

determination made by the Zoning Official or other administrative officer in the enforcement of 

this Ordinance. 

 

2. To hear requests for variances from the literal provisions of this Ordinance in instances where 

their strict enforcement would cause practical difficulties because of circumstances unique to the 

individual property under consideration, and to grant such variances only when it is demonstrated 

that such actions will be in keeping with the spirit and intent of this Ordinance. 

 

3. Appeals shall be taken to the Board of Adjustment within 45 days of receipt of notice from the 

Zoning Official of any order, requirement, decision or determination made by him. 

 

4. An appeal stays all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed, unless the Board of 

Adjustment certifies that, by reason of the facts stated in the certificate, a stay would cause 

imminent peril to life or property.  

 

5. Appeals from Planning and Zoning Commission decisions may be made as provided by law. 
 

B. Applications, Hearings, Decisions, and Criteria 

1. Applications 

A. An application for a variance shall be filed with the Zoning Official on a proper form provided 

for that purpose. Appeals shall be filed in a manner prescribed by the Zoning Official. 
 
B. Application forms shall be complete, and shall clearly specify the grounds of the appeal. 

Where required by the nature of the appeal, the application shall be accompanied by detailed 
plans, drawn to scale, showing all details of the land area and the nature of the circumstances 
surrounding the appeal. 
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C. The application shall be accompanied by the required fee. 

 
D. The Zoning Official shall reject, and refuse to refer to the Board of Adjustment any application 

not accompanied by the required fee or by other materials and information as required by this 
Ordinance. 

 

2. Hearings 

 

A. The Board of Adjustment shall conduct a public hearing on each variance or appeal. 

 
B. The Board of Adjustment shall set a reasonable time for the hearing of the variance or appeal. 

 
C. The Town Clerk shall cause to be published a notice of the public hearing before the Board of 

Adjustment in the official newspaper at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing date.  Notices 
shall be mailed to all owners of property within 350 feet of the parcel included in the request 
not less than ten (10) days prior to the hearing.  Failure to give such notice or defects or errors 
in the notice shall not invalidate the proceedings, provided a good faith attempt to comply 
with the notice requirements was made. 
 

D. Such hearings shall be conducted according to applicable Minnesota Statutes and to the rules 
of procedure of the Board of Adjustment. 

 

3. Criteria for Decisions 

 

A. The Board of Adjustment shall always act with due consideration to promoting the public 

health, safety, and welfare, encouraging the most appropriate use of land and conserving 

property value, and shall permit no structure, building or use detrimental to a neighborhood. 

 

B. Variances 

 

1. Variances shall not allow a use not provided for in a zoning district.  

 

2. Variances shall run with the land and are transferable with the real estate.  

 

3. Variances may be granted when the applicant establishes: 

 

a. There are practical difficulties in complying with the zoning ordinance.  “Practical 

difficulties,” as used in connection with the granting of a variance, means that the 

landowner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by the 

zoning ordinance.  Economic considerations alone do not constitute practical 

difficulties; and  
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b. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created 

by the landowner; and  

c. The variance will not alter the essential character of the locality; and 

d. The variance is in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the ordinance; and 

e. The variance is consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

 

4. The Board of Adjustment may impose conditions in the granting of a variance, provided 

such conditions are directly related to and bear a rough proportionality to the impact 

created by the variance.  

 

5. When in the opinion of the Board of Adjustment a variance may result in a material 

adverse effect on the environment, the appellant may be required by the Board of 

Adjustment to demonstrate the nature and extent of the effect. 

 

6. It shall be the burden of the applicant to demonstrate sufficient practical difficulty to 

sustain the need for a variance. Absent a showing of practical difficulty as provided in 

Minnesota Statutes and this Ordinance, the Board of Adjustment shall not approve any 

variance. 

C. Appeals 

The Board of Adjustment may reverse or affirm wholly or partly, or modify the order, 

requirement, decision or determination appealed and to that end shall have all the powers 

of the officer from whom the appeal was taken and may direct the issuance of a permit. 

 

4. Decisions 

 
A. The Board of Adjustment shall keep a written record of its proceedings showing the vote of 

each member on each question, or if absent or failing to vote indicating such fact. 

 
B. The Board of Adjustment shall render its decisions in writing stating its reasons in sufficient 

detail so that it can be determined that the decision was made in reliance on testimony given 
at the public hearing, and according to the criteria contained in this Ordinance. 

 

C. A certified copy of an approved order issued by the Board of Adjustment acting upon any 

variance or appeal shall be filed with the County Recorder or Registrar of Titles for record. 

The order shall include a legal description of the property involved. It shall be the 

responsibility of the Zoning Official to carry out this provision. 

 

D. After any variance or appeal to the Board of Adjustment has been approved the appellant shall 

have 60 days, after receipt of notice of the decision, to make application to the Zoning 

Official for any permit necessary to begin the structure or the use for which the variance or 
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appeal was made. 

 

C. Appeals from Board of Adjustment Decisions 

 

All decisions by the Board of Adjustment in granting variances or in hearing appeals from any 

administrative order, requirement, decision or determination shall be final except that any aggrieved 

person or persons, or any department, board or commission of the jurisdiction or of the State shall have 

the right to appeal within 30 days, after the receipt of notice of the decision, to the District Court of the 

County on questions of law and fact.  

 

SECTION II. Incorporation of Amendments.  The Township Zoning Administrator is hereby 

authorized and directed to incorporate the amendments made by this Ordinance into the Waterford 

Township Zoning Ordinance 2001 and such updated version shall constitute the official Waterford 

Township Zoning Ordinance. 

 

SECTION III.  Severability.  Should any section, subdivision, clause or other provision of this 

Ordinance be held invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity 

of the Ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part held invalid. 

 

SECTION IV.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon its passage and the first day of 

publication in summary format. 

 

ADOPTED by the Waterford Township Board of Supervisors this 13th day of February 2020. 

 

 

________________________________ 

Liz Messner, Chairperson/Supervisor 

 

Attest:   

 
____________________________ 

Elizabeth Wheeler, Clerk 

 

Public Hearing – February 13, 2020 

 

Adopted by Board – February 13, 2020 
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The Board of Supervisors of Waterford Township ordains the following amendments to Ordinance No. 

2001-5 Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance: 

 

SECTION I. Amendment to Ordinance No. 2001-5C Section 7.25 (May 11, 2015) an Ordinance 

amending Ordinance 2001-5.  Section 7.25-D is hereby amended to delete the existing language and 

replace it with the following: 

 

7.25 Solar Electric Systems  

 

D.   Retail Solar Electric Systems  

   

Retail solar electric systems located in the AG Agriculture Preservation District may include 

roof top systems and ground mounted systems.  

 

Roof top systems and Ground mounted systems shall comply with Minnesota Statutes, section 

326B.121, the Minnesota Building Code, as amended.   

 

Ground mounted systems shall not exceed fifteen feet in height, shall not be located in any 

required front yard area, shall not be located closer than fifteen feet to a side or rear yard, and 

shall not be located closer than 100 feet to an existing adjacent residence. Ground mounted 

systems shall not exceed 10% lot coverage or 10,000 square feet, whichever is less. Square 

footage is calculated by the area encumbered by the outermost measurements of the solar 

equipment layout. 

 

SECTION II.   Incorporation of Amendments.  The Township Zoning Administrator is hereby 

authorized and directed to incorporate the amendments made by this Ordinance into the 

Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance 2001 and such updated version shall constitute the 

official Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance. 

 

SECTION III.  Severability.  Should any section, subdivision, clause or other provision of this 

Ordinance be held invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the 

validity of the Ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part held invalid. 

 

SECTION IV.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon its passage and the first 

day of publication in summary format. 

 

 

 

mailto:waterfordtownship@gmail.com


WATERFORD TOWNSHIP   

 
“where the path from the past and the future meets” 

 

 

ZONING ORDINANCE #2001-5 
AMENDMENT #2020-2 

 

Section 7 – Section 7.25 – Subsection D  
Retail Solar Electric Systems   

                      

Page | 2  
WEBSITE:  waterfordtownshipmn.org     EMAIL:   waterfordtownship@gmail.com 

3847 321ST St. W. – P.O. Box 531 - Northfield, MN 55057 

PHONE:  651-346-8467 (leave a message – clerk will return your call) 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING – DECEMBER 9, 2019  

ADOPTED by the Waterford Township Board of Supervisors this 13th day of February 2020. 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Liz Messner, Chairperson/Supervisor 

 

Attest:   

 

 
________________________________ 

Elizabeth Wheeler, Clerk 

 

 
Public Hearing – February 13, 2020 

 

Adopted by Board – February 13, 2020 

 

mailto:waterfordtownship@gmail.com


WATERFORD TOWNSHIP   

 
“where the path from the past and the future meets” 

 

 

ZONING ORDINANCE No. 2001-5 
AMENDMENT No. 2020-3 

 

Section V – Section 5.06 – Subsection C  
Termination of Interim Use Permits  

                      

Page | 1  
WEBSITE:  waterfordtownshipmn.org     EMAIL:   waterfordtownship@gmail.com 

3847 321ST St. W. – P.O. Box 531 - Northfield, MN 55057 

PHONE:  651-346-8467 (leave a message – clerk will return your call) 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING – DECEMBER 9, 2019  

 

 

 

The Board of Supervisors of Waterford Township ordains the followi3ng amendments to Ordinance No. 

2001-5 Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance: 

 

SECTION 1.   Amendment to Waterford Township Ordinance 2001-5 – Section 5 is hereby amended 

to delete the existing language and replace it with the following: 

 

5.06  Interim Use Permits  

 

C.   Termination  

  All Interim Use Permits shall terminate on the happening of any of the following events,   

  whichever first occurs: 

 

1. The date of termination stated in the permit. 

 

2. Upon violation of the condition under which the permit was issued. 

 

3. Upon a change in the Township’s zoning regulations that renders a use nonconforming, a 

lawfully existing interim use permit may continue until it is terminated in accordance with the 

terms of the interim use permit issued for the use, or until the use is discontinued for at least 

twelve (12) months, whichever occurs first. 

 
SECTION II.  Incorporation of Amendments.  The Township Zoning Administrator is hereby 

authorized and directed to incorporate the amendments made by this Ordinance into the Waterford 

Township Zoning Ordinance 2001 and such updated version shall constitute the official Waterford 

Township Zoning Ordinance. 

 

SECTION III.  Severability.  Should any section, subdivision, clause or other provision of this 

Ordinance be held invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity 

of the Ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part held invalid. 

 

SECTION IV.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon its passage and the first day of 

publication in summary format. 

 

ADOPTED by the Waterford Township Board of Supervisors this 9th day of March 2020. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:waterfordtownship@gmail.com


WATERFORD TOWNSHIP   

 
“where the path from the past and the future meets” 

 

 

ZONING ORDINANCE No. 2001-5 
AMENDMENT No. 2020-3 

 

Section V – Section 5.06 – Subsection C  
Termination of Interim Use Permits  

                      

Page | 2  
WEBSITE:  waterfordtownshipmn.org     EMAIL:   waterfordtownship@gmail.com 

3847 321ST St. W. – P.O. Box 531 - Northfield, MN 55057 

PHONE:  651-346-8467 (leave a message – clerk will return your call) 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING – DECEMBER 9, 2019  

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Liz Messner – Chairperson/Supervisor 

 

 

 
_________________________________ 

Elizabeth Wheeler, Clerk  

 

 

Public Hearing – March 9, 2020 

 

Adopted by Board – March 9, 2020 
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