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ZONING ORDINANCE

ALEXANDRIA TOWNSHIP, DOUGLAS COUNTY, MINNESOTA

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING USE OF LAND IN ALEXANDRIA TOWNSHIP LYING
OUTSIDE ANY AREAS IDENTHFED IN THE ORDERLY ANNEXATION AGREEMENT
REACHED WITH THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA (RESOLUTION 2-16, NOVEMBER 2002).

The Board of Supervisors of Alexandria Township does ordain:

SECTION I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

TITLE
This Ordinance from the date of its passage shall be entitled:

ZONING ORDINANCE
ALEXANDRIA TOWNSHIP, DOUGLAS COUNTY, MINNESOTA

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Ordinance is to promote the public health, safety, comfort and general
welfare of the people of Alexandria Township. To this end, this Ordinance regulates and
restricts the location of buildings proposed for specific uses, the height and bulk of buildings
hereafter erected, provides for minimum sanitation standards, and regulates and determines the
areas of yards, to a considerable degree depending on the provision of central water supply
and/or sewage treatment facilities.

LEGAL AUTHORITY
This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 462, as amended, and State-

Wide Standards for Management of Shoreland Areas, Chapter 105, Minnesota Regulations,
Parts 6120.2500-6120.3900.

COMPLIANCE

No structure located in Alexandria Township shall be erected, altered or otherwise which does
not comply with the regulations of this Ordinance for the zoning use district wherein located,
nor shall any building or premises be used or occupied for any purpose or in any manner other
than as permitted by this Ordinance in the district wherein located. Nor shall any shoreland
alteration be performed within shoreland districts without following the requirements of this
Ordinance.

PUBLIC UTILITY BUILDINGS AND ESSENTIAL SERVICES

Essential services are permitted uses in all zoning districts and are not subject to height, yard
or setback requirements and are not required to obtain land use permits, except as provided
below:

1. All underground telephone lines, pipelines for local distribution, underground
transmission lines, overhead utility lines, and electric transmission lines less than 33

kv, gas regulator services, electric substations and similar essential services structures,
1
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as well as public utility buildings not customarily considered industrial in use, are
permitted uses in all zoning districts subject to the following:

a.

Any building is subject to the provisions of this Ordinance concerning
buildings.

No such building shall be located within fifty (50) feet of any lot line of an
abutting lot in any residential district (RCR, RR, UR, RS).!

Before construction of any essential services, the owner shall file with the
zoning administrator such maps and drawings of the proposed service relating
to site location as shall be requested. The zoning administrator shall consult
with the Planning Commission and make suggestions to the owner as to
modifications considered desirable under this Ordinance. Failure by the zoning
administrator to respond within ninety (90) days of receipt of such maps or
plans shall constitute approval.

2. Conditional Use Permit Required. All transmissions pipelines (i.e., pipelines not
required for local distributing network), and overhead transmission and substation lines
in excess of 33 kv shall be subject to the following procedural requirements; in addition
cellular towers shall be a conditional use in all districts and shall be subject to the
following procedural requirements:

a.

Prior to the installation of any of the previous essential services, the owner of
such service shall file with the zoning administrator, all maps and other
pertinent information as deemed necessary for the Planning Commission to
review the proposed project.

The Zoning Administrator shall transmit the map and accompanying
information to the Planning Commission for its review and recommendations
regarding the project's relationship to the Comprehensive Plan and parts
thereof.

The Planning Commission shall hold the necessary public hearings as
prescribed by this section for conditional uses.

The Planning Commission shall report in writing to the Town Board its
findings as to compliance of the proposed project with the Comprehensive
Plan.

In considering the applications for the placement of essential services, as
regulated by this section, the Township shall consider the advice and
recommendations of the Planning Commission and the effect of the proposed
project upon the health, safety and general welfare of the Township, existing
and anticipated; and the effect of the proposed project upon the Comprehensive
Plan.

! Amended 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09)
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SECTION II. ZONING USE DISTRICTS

A. DESCRIPTION?

For the purpose of this Ordinance, Alexandria Township is hereby divided into zoning use
districts which shall be designated as follows:

Rural Conservation Residential (RCR)
Rural Residential (RR)

Urban Residential (UR)

Residential Shoreland (RS)
Commercial Shoreland (CS)
Commercial — Urban (C-U)
Commercial — Rural (C-R)

Light Industrial (I)

NN AL =

B. APPLICATION

The regulations set by this Ordinance within each district shall be minimum regulations and
shall apply uniformly to each class or kind of structure or land, except as herein. Where the
conditions imposed by any provision of this Ordinance are either more or less restrictive than
comparable conditions imposed by other provisions of this Ordinance, rules or regulations of
the Township, the ordinance, rule, or regulation which imposes the more restrictive condition,
standard, or requirement shall prevail. The Zoning Administrator shall determine which is
more "restrictive" and appeals from such determination may be made in the manner provided

herein.

1. No land shall be used or occupied, and no building or part thereof shall hereafter be
erected, constructed, reconstructed, moved or structurally altered unless in conformity
with all of the regulations herein specified for the district in which it is located.

2. No yard or lot existing at the time of passage of this Ordinance shall be reduced in

dimension or area below the minimum requirements set forth herein. Yards or lots
created after the effective date of this Ordinance shall meet at least minimum
requirements established by this Ordinance.

C. BOUNDARIES
The Township is hereby divided into zoning use districts as shown on the official zoning map
which, together with all explanatory matter thereon, is hereby adopted by reference and

declared to be a part of this Ordinance.

1. The official zoning map shall be identified by the signature of the Chairman of the

2 Amended 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09)
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Town Board of Supervisors, attested by the Township Clerk, and bearing the seal of
the Township under the following words: "This is to certify that this is the official
zoning map of Alexandria Township, Douglas County, Minnesota."

2. If, in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance, changes are made in district
boundaries or other matter portrayed on the official zoning map, such changes shall be
made on the official zoning map promptly after the amendment has been approved by
the Town Board.

3. Any unauthorized change of whatever kind by any person or persons shall be
considered a violation of this Ordinance and punishable as provided under the
provisions of this Ordinance.

4. Regardless of the existence of purported copies of the official zoning map which may,
from time to time, be made or published, the official zoning map, which shall be located
in the office of the Township, shall be the final authority as the current zoning status.

D. INTERPRETATION

Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of districts as shown on the official zoning map,
the following rules shall apply:

1. Boundaries indicated as approximately following the centerlines of streets, highways
or alleys shall be construed to follow such centerlines.

2. Boundaries indicated as approximately following platted lot lines shall be construed as
following such lot lines.

3. Boundaries indicated as approximately following City limits and Township borders
shall be construed as following such lines.

4. Boundaries indicated as following railroad lines shall be construed to be midway
between the main tracks.

5. Boundaries indicated as approximately following the center lines or shoreline or rivers
or lakes shall be construed to follow such centerlines or shorelines.

6. Boundaries indicated as approximately following sections, half sections, quarter
sections, sixteenth sections, and government lots, shall be construed to follow such
lines.

7. Boundaries indicated as parallel to or extensions of features indicated in Sub-section 1

through 6 above, shall be so construed. Distances not specifically indicated on the
official zoning map shall be determined by the scale of the map.

Where physical or cultural features existing on the ground are at variance with those shown on
the official zoning map, or in other circumstances not covered by Subsection 1 through 6 above,
the Planning Commission shall interpret the district boundaries.
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A.

SECTION III. ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS

ZONING DISTRICTS — PURPOSE?

The following zoning districts are established in Alexandria Township for the purpose of
implementing the goals and purposes of the Comprehensive Plan and of this Ordinance. While
each purpose statement is intended to generally describe the locational criteria and the types of
land uses allowed for each district, the Township’s official zoning map and specific regulations
stated elsewhere in this Ordinance shall take precedence over any particular purpose statement.

1.

Rural Conservation Residential (RCR)

The Rural Conservation Residential district is intended to provide opportunities for
low-density residential development of a rural character. Areas chosen for this district
are generally located far from any public sewer or water or roads capable of handling
significant additional traffic. It is intended that non-intensive agricultural, low-density
residential and recreational open space will be the primary uses in this district. Urban
density development and associated infrastructure are not expected to be feasible or
desirable in this district for at least thirty (30) years.

Rural Residential District (RR)

The Rural Residential district is intended to provide opportunities for moderate density
(one dwelling per 2.5 acres) residential development of a semi-rural, suburban
character. Areas chosen for this district are generally located far from any public sewer
or water but are located within about one-quarter (1/4) mile of roads capable of
handling significant additional traffic. It is intended that non-intensive agricultural and
recreational open space will be the primary uses initially, but that these areas will
slowly convert to moderate density residential development over a period of twenty
(20) years or more. Urban density development and associated infrastructure are not
expected to be feasible or desirable in this district for at least fifteen (15) years.

Urban Residential (UR)

The Urban Residential district is intended to provide opportunities for urban density
(two to three dwelling units per acre) residential development in areas that are most
readily served by urban infrastructure and services. Areas chosen for this district are
within existing or planned public sewer district service areas. Proposed residential
developments that would create oversized lots would be reviewed to facilitate an
efficient and orderly transition to urban densities at a future date should landowners
choose to do so.

Residential Shoreland (RS)

The Residential Shoreland district is intended to protect and regulate the residential use
and development of the shorelands of public waters and thus preserve and enhance the
quality of surface waters, conserve the natural environmental values of shorelands, and

3 Amended 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09)
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B.

provide for the wise use of waters and related land resources.

Commercial Shoreland (CS)

The Commercial Shoreland district is intended to provide opportunities for existing
commercial, recreationally oriented uses within the shoreland area comprised of
campgrounds, resorts, bars, restaurants, marinas and similar water oriented uses that
are compatible with the natural resources of lakes and streams. Areas chosen for this
district are located where existing resorts or commercial planned unit developments
are located and in other areas deemed appropriate by the Township. The zone is not
intended to be established in an area where it is incompatible with surrounding or
nearby residential shoreland zones or where public sanitary sewer service is not
available.

Commercial — Urban (C-U)

The Commercial — Urban district is intended to provide opportunities for commercial
uses that are best located in areas providing urban services, such as centralized sewer
treatment and urban streets. Examples of such uses include those that generate high-
strength or problem wastes not typically found in residential wastewater, those
generating large amounts of wastewater, or facilities that discharge chemical or other
non-organic wastes in amounts not suitable for treatment in an individual sewage
treatment system. Areas chosen for this district are located along state highways at
intersections with county or township roads capable of handling additional traffic and
within current public sewer district service areas.

Commercial — Rural (C-R)

The Commercial - Rural district is intended to provide opportunities for commercial
uses that do not require urban sewer infrastructure, urban streets or substantial water
supply. Examples of such uses include those that generate only those wastes typically
found in residential wastewater and that do not create nuisance characteristics
incompatible with residential uses. Areas chosen for this district are located along state
highways at intersections with county or township roads capable of handling additional
traffic, but that are not within current public sewer district service areas.

Light Industrial (I)

The Light Industrial district is intended to provide opportunities for light industrial uses
that do not generate significant nuisance characteristics including excessive smoke,
vibration, noise, traffic, odor or other similar characteristics incompatible with
residential uses in the area. Areas chosen for this district are located along state
highways at intersections with county or township roads capable of handling additional
traffic.

USES PERMITTED.*?

4 Amended 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09)
> Amended 12/7/2009 (Resolution #09-05) to reflect addition of interim uses

6
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The following set of tables establishes the uses permitted, permitted by conditional or interim
use permit, or not permitted. All uses are subject to the requirements or performance
standards of this Ordinance. Performance standards applicable to uses in all zoning districts
are given in Section V.

ACCESSORY USES Accessory uses, buildings and structures customarily
incidental and directly related to the uses allowed as
permitted, interim or conditional uses are permitted in all

districts.
AGRICULTURAL USES RCR | RR UR RS CS C-U | CR I
Agricultural; limited, however, to A A A A A A A A
plant husbandry and sale of plants
and produce.
Limited livestock raising of 0.5 A A g g g g g g
animal units per acre up to 49 a.u.
(pasture)

Limited livestock raising of more g g g g g g g g
than 0.5 animal units per acre

(pasture)
Animal Feedlot X X X X X X X X
Other uses of the same general 19} 19} 118 118} 19} g g 19}

character as those listed above,
provided they are deemed fitting or
compatible to the district by the
Planning Commission

Key: A = Allowed, no permit required; P = A use allowed, but which may require a land use permit; CU =
A use requiring a Conditional Use Permit; IU = A use requiring an Interim Use Permit; X = not permitted.

RESIDENTIAL USES RCR | RR UR RS CS C-U | CR |
Dwelling
Single Family P P P P CU CU CU CuU
Second single family on a parcel X X X X X X X X
(permanent)
Second single family on a parcel Iy U Iy U U U U 18]
(temporary)6
Multi-Family X X CuU X X CuU Cu CuU
(2 units)
Multi-Family X X CuU X X (018) CuU CuU
(3-4 units)
Multi-Family X X CU X X CU CU CU
(5+ units)

6 Added 8/4/2014 (Resolution #14-02)
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For security persons and their X X X X X g g g
families located on the premises
where they are employed
Guest Cottage (riparian lots only) X X X CU CU X X X
Private/Vacation Home Rental P P P P N/A P P CU
(meeting occupancy and capacity
standards)7
Private/Vacation Home Rental CU CU CU CU N/A P P CU
(exceeding overnight guests
capacity)’
Private/Vacation Home Rental CU CU CU CU N/A CU CU CU
(exceeding property capacity)’
Travel Trailers/ Campers/ A A A A A X X X
Recreational Vehicles (1 per lot)
Keeping of Animals (as per A j19) 18] j19) j19) A A A
Section V.V of this Ordinance)®
Home Occupations, Low Activity’ p p p p p X X X
Home Occupations, Moderate 118 118} 118 19} 19} X X X
Activity 9
Home Occupations, High g g X X g X X X
Activity9
Controlled Access Lot X X X CU CU X X X
Xin | (Xin
RS- RS-
NES | NES
distri | distri
ct) ct)
Bed and Breakfast Facilities CU CU CU CU CU X X X
Planned Unit Developments — X X X CU CU X X X
Residential (RS District)!”
Planned Unit Development — X X CU X X X X X
Single-Family!!
Planned Unit Development — X X CU X X CU X CU
Multi-Family'?
Rural Reserve Development CU CU X X X X X X

7 Added 8/6/2018 (Resolution #18-01)

8 Added 5/21/2012 (Resolution #12-05)

? Amended 3/21/2011 (Resolution #11-02)
19 Amended 5/21/2007 (Resolution #07-06)
' Amended 5/21/2007 (Resolution #07-06)
12 Amended 5/21/2007 (Resolution #07-06)
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Other uses of the same general g 19} g g 19} 19} 119} g
character as those listed above,
provided they are deemed fitting or
compatible to the district by the
Planning Commission

Key: A = Allowed, no permit required; P = A use allowed, but which may require a land use permit; CU =
A use requiring a Conditional Use Permit; IU = A use requiring an Interim Use Permit; X = not permitted.

COMMERCIAL USES RCR | RR UR RS CS C-U | C-R I
Adult Uses X X X X X X X CU
Auto Repair g X X X X CU CU CU
Automobile accessory store with X X X X X P P P
no outdoor storage

Billboard sign X X X X X CU CU CU
Bowling alley X X X X X CU X CU
Cabinet Shop 18] X X X X CuU CuU P
Commercial uses which serve U U U U U CuU CuU CuU

local permanent residents and the
resort industry, such as grocery
stores, marine supplies, equipment
and service; recreational
equipment sales and privately
owned and licensed recreational
activity.

Communications services and CU CU CU CU CU CU CU CU
utility towers including wind
towers, cellular phone towers and
other wireless telecommunications

towers.

Contractors offices, shops and 18] X X X X P P P
yards without outdoor storage

Contractors offices, shops and 18] X X X X CU CU CU

yards with outdoor storage

Gas and convenience store X X X X CU CU CU CU
Health/fitness center, racquetball X X X X X CU X CU
club and roller rinks
Hospitals, nursing homes X X X X X CU X CU
Financial institutions X X X X X P P P
Laundromat/Dry cleaning X X X X X CU X CU
Machinery, equipment sales, X X X X X CU CU CU
storage and service
Mini-Storage X X X X X P P P
Motel/Hotel and/or convention X X X X CU CU X CuU
centers
Nurseries/garden store g 19} X X X P P P
9
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Offices of members of recognized CuU CU CU CuU CuU P CU P
professions, such as doctors of
medicine, optometry, dentistry
and chiropractors; engineers,
lawyers and architects. (In RR, R,
RS and CS districts, provided
such professions are carried on in
their respective residents)

Retail sales and/or service, with X X X CU CU P CU CU
no outdoor storage

Retail sales and/or service, with X X X CU CU CU CU CU
outdoor storage

Restaurant, on/off sale liquor X X X CU CU CU X CU
sales; supper club and fast food

establishments

Planned Unit Development — X X X X CU X X X

Commercial (RS/CS District)!?

Planned Unit Development — X X CU X X CU CU CU
Non-Residential'#

Veterinary Clinic 18] X X X X CU CU CU
Other uses of the same general g g g 18} g g g g

character as those listed above,
provided they are deemed fitting
or compatible to the district by the
Planning Commission

Key: A = Allowed, no permit required; P = A use allowed, but which may require a land use permit; CU =
A use requiring a Conditional Use Permit; IU = A use requiring an Interim Use Permit; X = not permitted.

INDUSTRIAL USES RCR | RR UR RS CS C-U | CR I
Temporary concrete/bituminous g g X X X CU CU CU
storage or recycling facilities

related to a specific project lasting

less than 12 months. '3

Permanent concrete/bituminous X X X X X CU CU CU
storage or recycling facilities.!®

Heavy manufacturing and assembly X X X X X X X CU
Light manufacturing of parts and X X X X X P CU CU
assembly

Mining/Extraction of gravel or g g g g g CU CU CU
other materials

Hot mix plant, Temporary g g X X X g g g
Hot mix plant, Non-temporary X X X X X CU CU CU

13 Amended 5/21/2007 (Resolution #07-06)
14 Amended 5/21/2007 (Resolution #07-06)
15 Amended 12/15/08 (Resolution #08-16)

16 Added 12/15/08 (Resolution #08-16)
10
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CU CU CU
CU CU P

CU CU
CU CU P

Ready mix plant

Transportation or freight terminal

o]

Warehouse

Wholesale business

Salvage Yard

IR R IR RN
IR R IR RIS
IR R IR IR
IR R IR IR R
IR R IR RN

Recycling facilities (including
processing and transferring)!’
Other uses of the same general g I I I g g g g
character as those listed above,
provided they are deemed fitting or
compatible to the district by the
Planning Commission

Key: A = Allowed, no permit required; P = A use allowed, but which may require a land use permit; CU =
A use requiring a Conditional Use Permit; IU = A use requiring an Interim Use Permit; X = not permitted.

17 Added 12/15/08 (Resolution #08-16)
11
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PUBLIC/ SEMI-PUBLIC USES RCR | RR UR RS CS C-U | CR I
Cemetery CU CU CU CU CU CU CU CU

Churches, chapels, temples, CU CU CU CU CU CU CU CU
synagogues and other places of
worship, including related buildings
and parsonage

Educational institutions and CU CU CU CU CU CU CU CU
incidental uses when situated on the
same site or unit of property

Essential services, governmental CU CU CU CU CU CU CU CU
use buildings and storage.

Parking lot CU CuU CuU CuU CuU P P P
Public parks, playgrounds, public P P CuU CuU CuU CU CU CU
recreation areas, and historic

monuments

Other uses of the same general g g 118} g g 19} 19} 19}

character as those listed above,
provided they are deemed fitting or
compatible to the district by the
Planning Commission

Key: A = Allowed, no permit required; P = A use allowed, but which may require a land use permit; CU =
A use requiring a Conditional Use Permit; IU = A use requiring an Interim Use Permit; X = not permitted.

12
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C. Building Setback, Lot Area and Density Requirements and Regulations18
The following table establishes the set of dimensional standards that shall be applied within the zoning districts of Alexandria Township. These
standards shall be interpreted as the minimum requirements for each district (see Section III.C.5 for dimensional standards within the Residential

Shoreland District).
RCR RR UR RS & CS C-U C-R 1
Max. Density
Lot/block | 1 du per 20 1 duper 10 1 du per See Section 75 percent lot 75 percent lot 75 percent lot
development | gross acres | gross acres | 15,000 gross II.D coverage!® coverage'® coverage'’
sq ft
Rural Reserve | 1duper10 | 1duper2.5 N/A% N/A N/A N/A
Development | gross acres gross acres
of buildable | of buildable
area area
Min. Lot Size?!
Unsewered Areas 1 acre 1 acre 15,000 sq ft 30,000 sq ft 30,000 sq ft 30,000 sq ft
Sewered Areas 1 acre 1 acre 15,000 sq ft 15,000 sq ft N/A 15,000 sq ft
Minimum Buildable | 28,900 sq ft | 28,900sq ft | 7,400 sq ft 19,400 sq ft 19,400 sq ft 19,400 sq ft
Area (unsewered) (unsewered) (unsewered)
Min. Lot Width
Single Family 100 ft 100 ft 100 ft 100 ft 100 ft 100 ft
Two Family? N/A N/A 125 ft N/A N/A N/A
Min. Lot Depth
Single Family 150 ft 150 ft 125 ft 150 ft 150 ft 150 ft
Two Family N/A N/A 150 ft N/A N/A N/A

18 Amended 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09)

19 Lot coverage maximums also subject to limitations on impervious surface coverage.

20 Amended 12/17/2007 (Resolution #07-20)

2! Not applicable within a planned unit development unless private sewer is provided on each individual dwelling lot. An increase of the minimum buildable lot size may be
required by the Township if determined to be necessary.

22 Two-family dwelling width only applies if one parcel or lot.
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| RCR | RR UR RS & CS C-U C-R I
Maximum Lot Coverage — Impervious Surfaces
25% 25% 25% See Section 75% 75% 75%
11.D
Height (ft)
Agricultural buildings 35 35 35 40 40 40
Other Structures 35 35 35 40 40 40
Structure Setback from Wetlands
Protected 50 50 50 50 50 50
All Other Wetlands 25 25 25 25 25 25
Sewage Treatment System Setback from Wetlands
50 50 50 50 50 50
Structure Setback from Road Right-of-Way or Easement 2
Federal Road 50 50 50 50 50 50
State Road 50 50 50 50 50 50
County Road — Urban - - - - - -
County Road — Rural - - - - - -
Township Road 32 32 32 32 32 32
Cartway, Alley, Avenue, 32 32 32 32 32 32
Private accesses serving
more than two parcels and
other roads

Section 3 — Zoning District Regulations
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| RCR | RR | UR RS & CS C-U C-R I
Structure Setback from Public Road Centerline**
Federal Road - - - See - - -
State Road - - - Section - - -
County Road — Urban® 75 75 75 LD 75 75 75
County Road — Rural® 100 100 100 100 100 100
Township Road 65 65 65 65 65 65
Cartway, Alley, Avenue, 48 48 48 48 48 48
Private accesses serving more
than two parcels and other
roads
Structure Setback from Side Yard (See Section VI.A.1.b.i for other
improvements required to meet structure setbacks). If an attached two
family home is constructed on two contiguous conforming lots a zero (0) lot
line setback is permitted between the two lots for the dwelling structure and
driveway.)
Lot existence prior to August | 10 ft(Sftto | 10ft(Sftto | 6t (3 ftto 10 ft (5 ft 10 ft (5 ft 10 ft (5 ft
9, 1966 eaves) eaves) eaves) to eaves) to eaves) to eaves)
Lot existence on or after | 10 ft(5ftto | 10ft (5 ftto | 10 ft (5 ftto 10 ft (5 ft 10 ft (5 ft 10 ft (5 ft
August 9, 1966 eaves) eaves) eaves) to eaves) to eaves) to eaves)
Structure Setback from Rear Yard (See Section VI.A.1.b.i for other
improvements required to meet structure setbacks)
Dwellings 25 25 25 25 25 25
Commercial/Industrial bldgs - - - 25 25 25
Livestock bldgs 100 - - - - -
Ag/Accessory bldgs 10 10 10 10 10 10

24 Center Line setback shall not apply in cases where the adjacent road is in a platted right-of-way of at least sixty-six (66) feet in width and the right-of-way has not been
identified in official government documents for future expansion beyond a sixty-six (66) foot right-of-way. If any portion of an existing road is located outside of a right-of-way,

regardless of the width of the right-of-way, the right-of-way setback shall apply as measured from the edge of the traveled road surface or the actual right-of-way, whichever is
more restrictive.

25 County Road 81 between State Highway 27 and the Lake Victoria/Lake Jessie channel. All other County Roads in Alexandria Township are considered Rural.
15
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1. Other Requirements and Regulations

a. Fences.?® Fences shall be regulated as per section V.Z.

b. Planned Unit Developments. The lot requirements in each district need not necessarily
apply to planned unit developments, which shall meet the requirements of Section IV
of this Ordinance and be submitted to the Planning Commission for their consideration.
Plans for such developments shall include plans and other architectural drawings
indicating function, floor plans, elevations, and typical vehicular circulation system,
ingress and egress points and control, special landscape and fencing treatment along
abutting land uses of a different type and the layout of adequate off-street parking and
loading and unloading facilities.?’

c. Buffer. A buffer may be required to be established between a C—R, C—U?® or I district
and all other districts. The type of buffer required shall be determined by the Planning
Commission.

d. Screening and Fencing. The Township may require the screening or fencing of
commercial or agricultural uses, to prevent visual blight, especially on side yards which
face all other zoning districts. The height of such fencing shall be determined by the
Township as appropriate to effectively screen the visual blight.”® All storage within
five hundred (500) feet of a residential zone or public right-of-way shall be completely
enclosed by a building or effectively screened by landscaping and a solid wall or fence.

e. General Regulations. Additional requirements set forth in Section V, Performance
Standards apply within all districts.

26 Amended 9/20/2021 (Resolution #21-01)
27 Amended 5/21/2007 (Resolution #07-06)
28 Amended 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09)

29 Amended 12/17/2007 (Resolution #07-20)
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D.

SHORELAND DISTRICT (RS & CS3%)

1.

Purpose.

To protect and regulate the use and development of the shorelands of public waters and
thus preserve and enhance the quality of surface waters, conserve the natural
environmental values of shorelands, and provide for the wise use of waters and related
land resources.

Boundaries.

The boundaries of the Shoreland District are lands located within the following
distances from public waters: one thousand (1,000) feet from the ordinary high water
level of a lake, pond or flowage greater than twenty-five (25) acres, and three hundred
(300) feet from a river or stream or the landward extent of a floodplain designated by
Ordinance on a river or stream, whichever is greater.

Lake and River Classification.

Shorelands in Douglas County have been divided into three lake and one river
categories for purposes of shoreland management. The two lake categories are Natural
Environment Lakes, Recreational Development Lakes, and General Development
Lakes. The river category is Tributary Rivers.

Natural environment lakes are generally small, often shallow lakes with limited
capacities for assimilating the impacts of development and recreational use. They often
have adjacent lands with substantial constraints for development such as high water
tables, exposed bedrock, and unsuitable soils. These lakes, particularly in rural areas,
usually do not have much existing development or recreational use.

Recreational development lakes are generally medium-sized lakes of varying depths
and shapes with a variety of landform, soil, and ground water situations on the lands
around them. They often are characterized by moderate levels of recreational use and
existing development. Development consists mainly of seasonal and year-round
residences and recreationally-oriented commercial uses. Many of these lakes have
capacities for accommodating additional development and use.

General development lakes are generally large, deep lakes or lakes of varying sizes and
depths with high levels and mixes of existing development. These lakes often are
extensively used for recreation and, except for the very large lakes, are heavily
developed around the shore. Second and third tiers of development are fairly common.
The larger examples in this class can accommodate additional development and use.

30 Amended 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09)

Section 3 — Zoning District Regulations
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Tributary river segments consist of water courses mapped in the Protected Waters
Inventory map that have not been assigned one of the river classes above. These
segments have a wide variety of existing land and recreational use characteristics. The
segments have considerable potential for additional development and recreational use,
particularly those located near roads and cities.

The following is a list of lakes and rivers, whose district boundaries are located wholly
or partly in Alexandria Township, as classified by the State of Minnesota and Douglas
County. Lakes categorized as Natural Environment are broken down in accordance
with Douglas County’s classifications:

The following are the DNR/Douglas County lake and river classifications:

a. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT SHORELAND LAKES (NES)

(1) Class A, Category 1
None.

(2) Class A, Category 2
None.

(3) Class A, Category 3

ID. No. Lake Name
21-039 - (Hudson Township)
1. Landowners who disagree with the classification of their property in

the NES categories only, may petition the Zoning Administrator in
writing to request that their land classification be re-evaluated only
after they have submitted evidence that the Douglas County Board has
approved the reclassification in accordance with their requirements. It
is not possible to petition for the reclassification of a lake categorized
as NES to a GDS or RDS classification in this manner.

b. RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT LAKES (RDS)

Lake

ID. No.Lake Name
21-49 Burgen
21-55 Jessie

c. GENERAL DEVELOPMENT LAKES (GDS)

Lake
ID. No.Lake Name
21-52 Geneva
21-54 Victoria
21-56 LeHomme Dieu
18
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d. TRANSITION RIVER.
None.

e. AGRICULTURAL RIVERS.
None.

f. TRIBUTARY RIVERS.

Name From Township | Range To Township | Range
Section Section

Unnamed to | 3 (Hwy. 127 37 27 128 37

Lake 94) (Basin

Victoria 54)

Unnamed to | 9 (Basin 127 37 27 128 37

Lake 41) (Basin

Victoria 54)

Unnamed to | 21 (Basin 128 37 21 128 37

Lake 54) (Basin

Geneva 52)

Unnamed to | 9 (Basin 128 37 9 (Basin 128 37

Lake Le 52) 56)

Homme

Dieu

4. Wetlands.

Wetlands are regulated by local, state and federal governments. In this Ordinance
wetlands are subject to building and sewage treatment setback regulations. For the
purposes of this Ordinance wetlands are divided into two categories:

Protected Wetlands - consist of wetlands identified on the Protected Waters
Inventory map that have not been assigned a shoreland management
classification.

All Other Wetlands - consist of all wetlands not identified on the Protected
Waters Inventory map.
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5. Building Setback and Lot Area Requirements and Regulations

The following table establishes the set of dimensional standards that shall be applied
within the appropriate zoning districts of Alexandria Township. These standards shall
be interpreted as the minimum requirements for each district (see Section III.C.5 for
dimensional standards within the Shoreland District).

Gen. Dev. Rec. Dev. Nat. Env. River —
(GDS) (RDS) (NES) A-3 Tributary
Lot Size — Unsewered Areas (sq ft unless noted)
Riparian Lots 20,000 40,000 90,000 30,000
Non-Riparian Lots 40,000 40,000 90,000 40,000
Commercial Shoreland®! | Not allowed Not allowed Not allowed Not allowed
Minimum Buildable Area — Unsewered Areas (sq ft unless noted)
Riparian Lots 7,400 17,400 17,400 17,400
Non-Riparian Lots 17,400 17,400 17,400 17,400
Lot Size — Sewered Areas (sq ft unless noted) |
Riparian Lots 20,000 40,000 70,000 30,000
Non-Riparian Lots 20,000 40,000 70,000 40,000
Commercial Shoreland® 1 acre 1 acre 1 acre 1 acre
Minimum Buildable Area — Sewered Areas (sq ft unless noted)
Riparian Lots 7,400 7,400 7,400 7,400
Non-Riparian Lots 7,400 7,400 7,400 7,400
Commercial Shoreland* 17,400 17,400 17,400 17,400
Lot Width |
Unsewered — Riparian 100 150 300 100
Unsewered - Non- 150 150 300 100
Riparian
Sewered 100 150 300 100
Commercial Shoreland* 100 150 300 100
Lot Depth — (ft) 150 150 150 150
Maximum Lot Coverage 25% 25% 20% 20%
— Impervious Surfaces
Height (ft) |
Agricultural buildings 25 25 25 25
Other Structures 25 25 25 25
Setback from Road Right-of-Way or Easement |
Federal Road 50 50 50 50
State Road 50 50 50 50
County Road — Urban - - - -
County Road — Rural - - - -
Township Road 32 32 32 32
Cartway, Alley, Avenue, 32 32 32 32
Private accesses serving
more than two parcels

31 Added 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09)
32 Added 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09)
33 Added 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09)

34 Added 7/2/2007 (Resolution #07-09)
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and other roads | |
Setback from Public Road Centerline* |
Federal Road - - - -
State Road - - - -
County Road — Urban 75 75 75 75
County Road — Rural 100 100 100 100
Township Road 65 65 65 65
Cartway, Alley, Avenue, 48 48 48 48
Private accesses serving
more than two parcels
and other roads
Side Yard Setback |
Lot existence prior to 6 ft (3 ftto 6 ft (3 ft to 6 ft (3 ftto 6 ft (3 ft to
August 9, 1966 eaves) eaves) eaves) eaves)
Lot existence on or after | 10 ft (5 ft to 10 ft (5 ft to 10 ft (5 ft to 10 ft (5 ft to
August 9, 1966 eaves) eaves) eaves) eaves)
Rear Yard Setback
Dwellings 25 25 25 25
Commercial/Industrial 25 25 25 25
buildings
Livestock buildings - - - -
Ag/Accessory buildings 10 10 10 10
Lake and River Setback — Buildings/Structures |
Lake sewered prior to Jan 50 75 150 50
200136
Lake sewered on or after 75 100 150 50
Jan 2001°7
Unsewered 75 100 150 100
Lake and River Setback 75 75 150 75
— ISTS System
Building Setback from Wetlands |
Protected 50 50 50 50
All Other Wetlands 25 25 50 25
Sewage Treatment 50 50 50 50
System Setback from
Wetlands
Structure Setback from 30 30 30 30
Bluff (feet)

33 Center Line setback shall not apply in cases where the adjacent road is in a platted right-of-way of at least sixty-
six (66) feet in width and the right-of-way has not been identified in official government documents for future
expansion beyond a sixty-six (66) foot right-of-way. If any portion of an existing road is located outside of a right-
of-way, regardless of the width of the right-of-way, the right-of-way setback shall apply as measured from the edge
of the traveled road surface or the actual right-of-way, whichever is more restrictive.

36 L akes Burgen, Geneva, Le Homme Dieu and Victoria were sewered prior to Jan 2001. All properties on these
lakes shall be considered “sewered” for the purposes of this regulation, regardless of whether they were actually
served with a sewer line prior to January 2001. (Amended 3/21/2011 — Resolution #11-02)
37 Any lake other than Burgen, Geneva, Le Homme Dieu and Victoria.
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6. Other Requirements and Regulations

a. Bluff Impact Zone. Buildings and accessory facilities, except stairways, landings and
those items regulated by shoreland alteration permits, must not be placed within this
designated area.

b. Shore Impact Zone. Buildings and accessory facilities, except stairways, landings and
those items regulated by shoreland alteration permits must not be placed within this
designated area.

c. Multiple Setbacks. When more than one setback applies to a site, buildings and
facilities must be located to meet all setbacks. Where principal buildings exist on the
adjoining lots on both sides of a proposed building site, building setbacks may be
altered without a variance to conform to the adjoining setbacks from the ordinary high
water level, provided the proposed building site is not located in a shore impact zone
or in a bluff impact zone.

d. Fences.*® Fences shall be regulated as per section V.Z.

e. Overlapping Zoning Classifications in Shoreland Districts. In the event that different
zoning classifications in shoreland districts overlap, riparian lots will be regulated
according to the lake upon which they have frontage. All other parcels and land uses
will be governed by the most restrictive classification.

f. General Regulations. Additional requirements are set forth in Section V, Performance
Standards.

38 Amended 9/20/2021 (Resolution #21-01)
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SECTION 1IV. PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT
A. PURPOSE.

The purpose of a planned unit development is to enable imaginative and creative land uses
which emphasizes flexibility, open space and the preservation of unique or sensitive features
of the property. The customary one lot - one building requirement is altered in an effort to
accomplish the following:

1. To encourage a more creative and efficient approach to the use of land than the
traditional “lot-block™ style of development that allows for variety in the types of
developments available to the residents of the Township. Planned Unit Developments
are to be characterized by integrated site planning that may involve aspects of
landscape design, building architecture, common use of structures and facilities,
mixing of complementary land uses, clustering of dwelling lots and buildings or
through other means. Planned Unit Developments are not intended simply as a means
to increase densities or otherwise vary standard zoning regulations or land use planning
principles, but to allow for greater flexibility in the design of developments that
achieves the intent of the Comprehensive Plan or serves a public purpose in ways that
other development styles may not.

2. To create open spaces and conserve unique or sensitive features of the property by
preserving or minimizing the disturbance or alteration of areas with unique natural or
cultural value. These may include hills and ridges, streams, wetlands, scenic views,
wildlife habitat and nesting areas, unique geologic features, steep or erosive slopes and
bluffs, woodland areas, prairie lands, shallow groundwater supplies, near-shore aquatic
vegetation or habitat, historic structures and features, and other sensitive or unique
aspects of the property.

3. To create opportunities for greater efficiency in the provision and long-term
maintenance of water and sewer facilities, streets and roads, parking areas, and other

similar infrastructure or facilities by reducing the amount of land that is altered,
disturbed or otherwise changed to accommodate the development.

B. APPLICATION.
All planned unit developments shall comply with all requirements of this Ordinance.

1. Pre-application Meeting.

Prior to the submission of any plat for consideration to the Planning Advisory
Commission under the provisions of this Ordinance, the developer/applicant shall meet
with the Zoning Administrator to describe the proposed project and be made aware of
applicable regulations or guidelines.
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2. Application.

The developer/applicant shall file a plat for residential PUDs and plans for commercial
PUDs to the Zoning Administrator for consideration by the Planning Commission.

C. ZONING USE DISTRICT REGULATIONS
1. Shoreland District.

A planned unit development may be allowed in a shoreland district provided a
conditional use permit has been approved by the Township. Developments must
contain a tract of land 2.5 acres or larger and have a minimum of three hundred (300)
feet of shoreline for riparian property or a minimum lot width of three hundred (300)
feet for non-riparian property.

a. Residential and Commercial Planned Unit Development Density.

Proposed new or expansions to existing planned unit developments must be
evaluated using the following procedures and standards to determine
development density:

(1.) Site "suitable area" evaluation.

(a.)  Planned unit developments must be evaluated using the
following procedures and standards to determine the suitable
area for the dwelling unit/site density evaluation.

1. The project parcel must be divided into tiers by locating
one or more lines approximately parallel to a line that
identifies the ordinary high water level at the following
intervals, proceeding landward:

Shoreland Tier Dimensions
Unsewered Sewered
(feet) (feet)
General Development 200 200
Lakes - First Tier
General Development 267 200
Lakes - Second and
Additional Tiers
Recreational 267 267
Development Lakes
Natural Environment 400 320
Lakes
River Classifications 300 300
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ii.

1il.

The suitable area within each tier is next calculated by
excluding from the tier area all wetlands, bluffs, or land
below the ordinary high water level of public waters.
This suitable area and the proposed project are then
subjected to either the residential or commercial
planned unit development density evaluation steps to
arrive at an allowable number of dwelling units or sites.
If any tier, or portion of a tier, is inaccessible by
passenger vehicle without creating an access drive,
road, or bridge through or across a bluff, wetland,
public water or other environmentally sensitive feature,
the Planning Commission may find that those
inaccessible tiers or portions of tiers are unsuitable for
the construction of dwelling units or sites. The
subdivider may be allowed to create walk-in tent sites
or recreational areas within such tiers or portions of
tiers, or may be allowed to transfer the dwelling units
or sites that would have been allowed to accessible tiers
further from the waterbody provided that the open
space and other requirements of this Ordinance are met.
Access to such areas shall be by means that minimize
the disturbance or alteration of the sensitive
environmental feature, such as stairways, floating
walkways or other such minimal improvements.

(2)) Residential and Commercial PUD Density Evaluation.

The procedures for determining the "base" density of a PUD are as
follows: (Allowable densities may be transferred from any tier to any
other tier further from the waterbody, provided that the receiving area
is suitable for and able to accommodate the additional units consistent
with the intent of this Ordinance. Density transfers must not be
transferred to any other tier that is closer to the waterbody.)

(a)

Section 4 — Planned Unit Development

Residential PUD "Base" Density Evaluation:

The suitable area within each tier is divided by the
single residential lot size standard for the relevant lake
or river classification (Tier 1 shall be divided by the
riparian lot size standard and all other tiers shall be
divided by the non-riparian lot size standard). If any tier
is within two or more classifications, the more
restrictive lot size standard shall apply.

25
Zoning Ordinance — Alexandria Township, Minnesota
Effective September 20, 2021



(b.)

ii.

Proposed locations and numbers of dwelling units or
sites for the residential planned unit developments are
then compared with the tier, density and suitability
analyses herein and the design criteria in Section
IV.D.2.b.

Commercial PUD "Base" Density Evaluation:

1.

1l

Determine the average inside living area size of
dwelling units or sites within each tier, including both
existing and proposed units and sites. Computation of
inside living area sizes need not include decks, patios,
stoops, steps, garages, or porches and basements,
unless they are habitable space.

Select the appropriate floor area ratio from the
following table (if any tier is within two or more
classifications, the more restrictive floor area ratio shall

apply.):

Commercial Planned Unit Development

* Average
unit floor
area (sq.
ft.)

200
300
400
500
600
700
800
900
1,000
1,100

Section 4 — Planned Unit Development

Floor Area Ratio

Public Waters Classes

Sewered general Second and

development additional tiers

lakes; first on unsewered

tier on general

unsewered development

general lakes;

development recreational

lakes; development

agricultural, lakes;

tributary transition Natural

river river environment

segments segments lakes

.040 .020 .010

.048 .024 012

.056 .028 .014

.065 .032 .016

.072 .038 .019

.082 .042 .021

.091 .046 .023

.099 .050 .025

108 .054 .027

116 .058 .029
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1,200
1,300
1,400
1,500

125 .064 .032

133 .068 .034
142 .072 .036
150 .075 .038

*For average unit floor areas less than shown, use the floor area ratios listed for 200
square feet. For areas greater than shown, use the ratios listed for 1,500 square feet.
For recreational camping areas, use the ratios listed at 400 square feet. Manufactured
home sites in recreational camping areas shall use a ratio equal to the size of the
manufactured home, or if unknown, the ratio listed for 1,000 square feet.

1il. Multiply the suitable area within each tier by the floor
area ratio to yield total floor area for each tier allowed
to be used for dwelling units or sites.

v. Divide the total floor area by tier computed in Item iii
above by the average inside living area size determined
in Item 1. above. This yields a base number of dwelling
units and sites for each tier.

v. Proposed locations and number of dwelling units or
sites for the commercial planned unit development are
then compared with the tier, density and suitability
analyses herein and the design criteria in Section
IV.D.2.b.

(3.)  Density Increase Multipliers.

(a)

Section 4 — Planned Unit Development

Increases to the dwelling unit or site base densities previously
determined are allowable if the standards in Section IV are met
or exceeded and the design criteria in Section IV.D.2.b. are
satisfied. The allowable density increases listed below will
only be allowed if structure setbacks from the ordinary high
water level are increased to at least 50 percent greater than the
minimum setback, or the impact on the waterbody is reduced
an equivalent amount through vegetative management,
topography, or additional means acceptable to the Township
and the setback is at least 25 percent greater than the minimum
setback. All fractional numbers are rounded to the lowest whole
number to determine the allowable dwelling unit or site base
density per tier.

1. Residential PUD Density Increase Multipliers:
Density Evaluation =~ Maximum Density Increase

Tier Within Each Tier
(Percent) (Multiplier)
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First 25 1.25

Second 50 1.50
Third and Beyond 