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ZONING IU';SOLUTION 

A Rl::SOI.UTION providing for rcguhuing 1he location. si,,.c. height ond use of buildings 
and structures, 1hc area and dimensions of lo1s and yards, and 1he usi.: of lands, and for 
such J>Urposcs, dividi1tg the u1tincorpc:mned portion of 1he Township into 7..0ncs or districts 
of such number. sizes and sha1>es as arc deemed bcsl suited to carry out said purp<>scs, and 
providing for the method and proceedings for 1he administra1ioo and c1tfol'CCtnem of this 
resolu1ion. 

WHEREAS. the lloatd ofTmstccs of Plain Township. dc..-cm it in 1hc interest of 1hc public 
health. salCty. morals. comfon and general welfare or said township and iLS residents to 
adopt a zoning plan. 

NOW Tl IEREFORE, 13E IT RESOLVED. by the lloard orTrustc,,s of Plain Township, 
Wood County. Ohio. that the Zoning Resolution of Plain Township read as follows: 

ZONING RESOLUTION Qt' PLAIN TOWNSUIP 

ARTICLE I - PURl'OSE 

1:or the purpose of promoting public htalth. safety. morals and general welfare; to 
conserve and protect property values; to secure the irrost appropriate use ()f land; 10 

faciliuuc ndcquntc and economical provision of public improvc.mcms; and to promote. 
orderly development of property in the township. all in accordance with the 
comprehensive plan or pl:1ns dcvclopc.-d and coordinated by the County !'Janning 
Commission. the Board of Trustees of Plain Towns.hip find it necessary and advisable to 
regulate the location, height, bulk. si~s of buildings and use of buildings and other 
stn1cmrcs, including te.nts, cabi1ts, and trailer coaches. pcrccn1atcs of lot areas which may 
be occupied. set back building lines. sizes of yards and other open spaces, and 1hc use of 
land for 1mde, agriculture. industry. residence. rcc.:rcation or other purposes and for such 
purposes divides 1he township in10 districlS or zones. all as shown on the dis1rict map on 
file in the office of the Board of To" nship Trustees. 

ARTICLE 11 - IOENTU''ICATION 

Whenever the word .. Township" appear.. in this re-solution. il shall be deemed to mean 1hc 
Township of Plain in Wood Coun1y, Ohio and whenever the word ''County" appears in 
this resolution, i1 shall be deemed 10 mean the County ol'Wood, Ohio. 
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ARTICLE 111 - INTERrRETATION 

I. In inlcrpretation, and applicot.ion. the provisions of this resolution slmll be held 10 the 
minimum rcquirc-mcnl adopted for 1hc promo1ion of public hcnhh, safety. momls, 
comfort and general welfare. 

2. Nothing here-in sha ll repeal, abrogate, annul. or i1\ any \\13,Y im1>air or imctfetc with 
any J)rovision of law or .lny rules or regulations. other than zoning regulations. 
adopted or issued pursuant to lavl relating to the c-onstmction and use of buildings or 
premises. 

3. Words usc.-d in this resolution in the pre.sent tense sh:l.11 be interpreted to include the 
ru1ure t<.·nsc; words used in the singular munbe:r shall include the plural number, as the 
1>lural number shaJI i1\cludc the singular number. The \\'Ord ·"shall"' as used in this 
resolution shall be cons1n1cd to mean mandatory. the word ··may·· is permissive. The 
masculin-e gender as used in this resolution shall include the feminine and neuter 
gender and ,~ce-\lcrsa. 

4. Where this resolution imposes a greater rcs1ric1ion upo11 the use of buildings or 
1,rcmiscs or upon the height of buildings or requires larger yards., thM arc imposed or 
required by other provisions of law. rules. regulations, CO\ICnants. or agreements. the 
provisions of this resolution shall apply, but nothing herein shall interfere with. 
abrogate or annul any casements, covenants., deed restrictions or agreements bc1wccn 
lhc parties which impose restrictions greater than those imposed by thi~ resolution. 

5. This resolution is c.ontinuing and amendable. Any use "'hich is nonconforming as 
provided in 519.19 oftJ1c Ohio Revised Code shall be deemed 10 be a nonconforming 
use under the provisions or this resolution. 

ARTICLE; IV • EXEMJ'TIONS 

In accordance with Section 519.21 of the Ohio Revised Code the rollowing and only 1hc 
lbllowing arc exempt f'rom the Zoning regulations. 

l. The U:ie of any hmd for ugricultural purpc:,sc~ or the construc1ion ()r ll.$C of building~ or 
structures incident lQ the use for agricultural purposes of the land 0 11 which such 
buildi1,gs or structures are located, and no zoning ccniCicatc shaJI be required for any 
such buildi11g or struc1u.rc. '11lis docs not ineludc the residential dwelling. 

2. '11,c use of land or buildings for nny public utilit)' or mihvad. whether publicly or 
pri\l'atel)' owned, ror the open:uion of its business. 
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ARTICLE V • DEFINITIONS 

J)cfo,itic>11S which shall be applicable in c-onstruing this resolution. 

I. Acccssoo: Building: Building customarily incident (O and located on the same 
lot with another buildil,g, and iiot called a residential garage. An accessory 
building will not be penni1tcd to be built prior to the dwelling, 

2. ACSis:§~00: u~: An '"a<:ccssory \ISC .. is either a subordinate USC of a building. 
olhcr structure or 101 or a subordinate building or OLher struclurc: 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

A. Whose use is clearly incidcnlal to the use or1hc principal building. other 
structure or use of hmd, and 

8 . Whfoh is customary in connection with the principal building, orher 
structure or use or land, and 

C. Which is located on the same lot with the principal building, other struc.1urc 
or use of laJ1d. 

Agricullurc: "Asricuhure'' shall include forming; ranching~ aquaculture: 
apicuhurc~ honiculturc: viticulture; aniinaJ husbandl)1, including, bu1 not 
limited lo, 1hc can: and raising of livestock. equine. and rur•bearing animals; 
poultry husbandry and the production or pOultry and poultry products; dairy 
production; the production or field crops, tobacco, fruits , vc~etablcs. nursery 
stock, ornamental shrubs. ornamental trees, flowers. sod, or mushrooms; 
ti,nber; pa.o;rurage; any combin.ati<>n of1hc foregoing: the processing. drying, 
storage, ,md mari{cting of agricultural products when those ,1ctivitics arc 
conductc.xl in conjunction with. but arc secondary to, such husbandry or 
productioo . 

.t\&ricultuml Zone: Areas of land may be da.-;sificd as agricultural provided the 
genera.I area is not built up for urban use and the general area is open space. 

Altcrati()n: Any chnngc to a stnicturc which involves a strucrnral change. 

A1,aomcru: A room or suite of rooms intended. designed. or used as a residence 
by a single family. 

Area of Building: The numbeor of square feet included within the outside ,v:ilts. 
cxcludins porches. brccz.cways, tcrmccs. 

Awn in&: A canopy or roor-likc cover that projects from the waJI of a building 
for the purpose or shielding a doorway or window. 
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9. Bgnncr: A fabric or other non•rigid material lluu is not enclosed inn structural 
l"rome that is erected for the purpose of attracting the public·s attention. 

10. Base of Buildini;;: ·n,c loctition along n building wall th~11 comes in con1act with 
the ground. 

l l . J11scmc1ll: A story partially or wholly underground. For height mcasurcmcm a 
basemen I shall be count<.'<I as a story where more th:m one-half(½) of its height 
is above the average level adjoining the grou.1\d. 

12. )led & B,r,cakfh.st: A building other than a hotel where lodging is provided and 
oOCrcd to the public for compensation for not more than eight individuals and 
open tnmsient tucs1s. 

13. Diliboard: Any sign containing a message tha1 1>er1ains to a person. 1>roduc1 or 
service that is not available al the parcel on which the sign is located. 

14. Ruildina: Any structure dcsig,n,"tl. or in1cndcd for the suppot1, enclosure. shelter 
or protection of persons:, animals. ch:ittcls or propcny. A mobile home or 
manufactured home is a building, for the purpos-c of1his Resolution, if the 
home is aflixcxl to a permanent foundation and is Joc.ated on land QWnt-d by the 
owner of 1hc home and the certificate of tillc has been surrendered and 
inactivated by the clerk of common picas coun that issued it so that the home 
may be taxed as real propcny. 

15. Building, AccC§S(>ry: A subordim11c building, or portion of the main building on 
the 1011 the use of which is customarily incidental to that of the main or 
principal building, no part of which accessory building may be dC\'Oted to 
human occupa11cy either before or ancr 1hc erection of the principal building,. 

16. Ruilding, Fron I I.in;; 9f: The line of 1ha1 race Qf 1he building nearest the front 
line or the lot 'lllis face includes S\Ul parlors and covered porches. whethc:r 
enclosed or uncnclosc."d. but docs not include steps. 

17. Bµi ldinG Fron1agc: 'Ille linear pOrtion of a building facing an adjacent street of 
common parking arc:1. 

18. Duildin&.lw8h1Jlf; The vcrt.ic~I distance measured from the 11djoining curb 
grade 10 the highest poin1 of1he roof. provided lhat where buildings arc set btttk 
from lhe strccl line the height of lhe building may be measured from the 
average elevation of the fin ished grade along the fronl of the building, ln any 
event, no structure excluding accessory projcc1ions such a.: chimnC)', television 
antenna, towers etc. shall exceed the maximum pennittcd heigh! for the district 
which ii is local(.'((. 
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l9. Building, J>rinciru.\.l: A building in which is conducu.'<l the main or principal use 
of the lot oil which said building is situall-d. 

20. Cuc Lo\: 1\ny lot on which 1wo (2) or more motor vehicles in operating 
condition arc offered for sale or dil;play to the public. 

2 l. Child l)ay CaN: Administering to the needs or infants. toddlers. pre-school rind 
school children outside of school hours by pcrson,s other thun 1>a.rcn1s, 
guardians. c\1Stodians or relatives by blood, marriage or adoption for any pan of 
a 24 hour day in a 1>lacc or residence other thnn the Childs o,m home. {O.R.C. 
5 J 04.01) types or facililies arc outlined below. 

I. Day Care Center - A 1ty place that provides child day care 10 

thin<.-cn (13) or more children, wi1h or without coinpensatioo. 
or a11y place that is not the pcm13ncnt residence of the liccn.sec 
or admi11is1tator that 1>rovidcs day c-.arc for seven 10 twelve (7-
12) children. with or without compensation. 

2. 'l'ypc A t'amHv Pav Care H2m~- ·1ne pcnnanent rc!-idcnce of 
the administrator in which day care service is provided for 
SC\'Cn to l\\Cl\'C (7-12) childre11 or four lO t,vetvc (4~ 12) 
children if four (4) or more children are under two (2) years of 
age. In the process of counting children, any child under six 
(6) years or ase rclaied to administrator, licensee or employee 
shall be coun1t.xl. 

3. Type B famjly Care Howe -The pcnmmcnt re::.idence of 1hc 
care in " 'hie.It day care service is provided for one to six ( 1 ·6) 
children if no more: than (3) children are tutder two (2) years 
of age al any ooc time. 

22. Clinic: Any building or 01hcr structure devoted to the diagnosis. cre,atmcnt and 
care of ouc-paticnts. 

23. Cl.\.m,: A building or portion thereol: or premise o,vned or operated by a 
corporation. association, person or pcrwns for a social. educational or 
recreational putp<>sc, but not primarily for profit or to render a service which is 
customarily carried on as business. 

24, Cottage: A building designed andfc,r constructed for seasonal occupancy only. 

25. Commercfal recreational: recreational uses opcnuc:d for prC>fil such as 
campgrou1\d facilities. pa.intball courses. etc. 
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26. Dwelling: A building designed, constructed, or rcconstruc1ed, ror permanent 
occupancy by a family. 

27. nwsllins. Singlc--F'amily: /\ permanent structure. entirely detached a11d 
independent from anr 01hcr prfocipal siruc1urc. placed on a ~n11anc11t 
foundation, having an exterior design 1,md construction commonly rcgardc.-d as 
residential. and having one or more rooms with provisions ror living. sanitary, 
sleeping and cooking facilities. specifically designed and arranged exclusively 
for the use of one or more individuals ortJ,e same family. ·n,cse d\\'clli11gs 
include site built homes, indus1rinli7..ed uni1s. manufac tured homes. but not 
barns, sheds, garages or olhcr structures designed for t1scs other than single 
family rcsidcntiaJ use. 

28. Dwclli11g, Special Care: A dwelling occupied by a sing.le family plus not more 
than 1hrcc (3) special care inhabitants. The special can:: inhabitmlls must require 
special care or attention from lhc dwelling 0,,1,cr or family bul such special 
care is not to include medical or therapeutic scrvice.'i providt.-d in the dwelling,. 
The 1>rimary clcmenls of a traditional family relationship must exist among alt 
of the inhabitants of the special c-arc dwelling (i.e. there mu.st exist lhat type or 
rclntionshi1> which emphasizes the collective body of persons under one he.ad 
and one do1ncs1ic government having muurc1I or mon,I duties to suppc,rt :,md 
c,are for each other). The relationship between the sp<..~inl care inhabitanls and 
the family offering the care must be non-profit (i.e. the compensation received 
must be designed to reimburse the rcaso11able cost of providing said c,arc). The 
family or dwelling owner m1Li;t provide either a permanent living arr::ingcmcnt 
for those pem1ancntly in n<.-cd of care or a feeling pcmumency of living 
tl.111).ngcmcnlS for those who arc in a period of transition between their 
institutionalization and their coinplctc rcinteg_nuion into sociCI)'. Said dwelling 
UJ\it, if required by the Slate orc()unly. shall meet all the licensing requirements. 

29. Dwelling, Two-family: /\ residential building consiSliilg of two dwelling units 
c.ach of which adjoins the other either horizoruaJly or vertically, and is arranged, 
in1cndcd 10 be designed ror two families. Each dwelling un.it shall ha"c its 0,,11 

separate, priva1c me-ans or ingress ::ind egress. 

30. DwellinU, Myltiplc·Famiiv: A building arranged and designed 10 be occupied 
by three or more families living indc.pcndcntly of each other and having 
independent and separate living areas, including ::t1>:1.rtmcn1 hOll'ICS, apanment 
motels, flats and group hom(,'S. 

31 . Hsscmial Services: lhc erection. constructio11, alteration, or 1naj11tcnancc, by 
public utilities or munic.ipal or gc,vcmmcntal aaencics, or underground or 
overhead gas, clcc1rical, ~team or willer transmission or distribution systems, 
collcc1ion. communication. supply or disposal systems. including poles, wires. 
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mains, drains. sewers, pipes. conduils~ ('ables, tire alann boxes, police call 
boxc$. traHic sis:nals. hydrnn1s. and 01hcr similar <.-quipmcnt and acccsoorics in 
connection d1erc,\ith; reasonably necessary for the furnishing of adequate 
service by such public u1iJi1jes or mu11icipal or othc.r govctnmcntal agencies or 
for 1he public health or safc1y or general welt:'11:C, but not including buildings 
olhcr than stn1c1urc." for mainly enclosing csscnlial services deS<:ribcd herein. 

32. fat1illY: One or more pcrso1u who live together in one dwelling unit and 
maintain a conunon household. A "family" may also ind udc domcs1ic servants 
and gratuitous guests 

33. Floor Arca: The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several noors of a 
building, '·Floor area" shall not include: garatcs, stair bulk.beads, nnic space. 
terraces, brce~,cways and op<:.·-n 1)()rches and unc(>VCrt.-d steps. For purp0ses CJf 
this resolution. ··noor nrea" shall not include basements. unless such area is 
fully improved with clcc.1rical hook-up 1.1s well as furnishings and d&:or similar 
to the rest of the home. h shall be the detenninaiion of the zo1ling inspector, 
based Oil blue prints or home imp.-ovcmc.nt plruls , whc1hcr such basement area 
may be includc.-d in the floor area ctdculation. 

J4. Front Yard: Mi11innun dis1ancc be-h\'Cen a Structure and the front Im line. 

35. ·F£9Pl8\lC: All the property on one side of a d1..-dica1c.-d public street righ1~f•w·.iy 
between two intersecting st.rc-cts, measured along 1he lin-c oft.he s trccl rig.ht-of. 
way. The width of the lot, which is 1hc distance from one side lbt line to the 
other s ide 101 line measured parallel to the fron1 line. shall be continuous. 

36. fluo.rcsccnl Color: A colorant that absorbs light energy and rcradinH.-s 1hc 
energy at visible wavelcogths produei11g a reflectance value over I 00%. 

37. Garage;, Private: An accessory building designed or used for the storage of 
motor vehicles owned and used by the occu1>ants of the building to which it is 
an accessory. Nol more than one of the vehicles may be a commercial vehicle. 
which vehicle shall nbt exec.cl a two-ton capacity. 

38. Qm,:agc, Public: A building or ponion 1hcrt..-of. other than a priva1c or storage 
(;arage. designed or used for equipping,, servicing, repairing. hiring, scUing, or 
storing Motor driving vehicles. 

39. Q~ SHUis>D, Scrvics: SUUism: Any bui lding_, structure or hmd used only for the 
sale of motor vehicle fuels. oils. lubricants and automobile accessories dircc-lly 
10 l11e consUJner, and may include mi11or repairs incidental to such use. Storage 
tanks shall be located c-0mplctdy within lot linc.s and underground 
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40. Gross Lease-able Area: 111c total noor area designed for lc-nnnt occupancy ctnd 
exclusive use. including bascmcn1s. mc;,;,.anincs. und upper floors. if any~ 
expressed in square feet and measured from the center li11e in joining partitions 
and from outside wall faces. It is all that area on which the tenants pay rent; it 
is the area producing income, abbreviated GLA 

4 J. Group Home: A priva1e residence which provides n.-.sidcnt .services to a 
maximum of eight (8) uorclated persons. exclusive or the resident cure 
provider. Persons who arc developmentally imd or mentally disabled. menH1lly 
ill, aged. and h(lndicappc:d may be occupants of a gr<>up home 

42. 1 lighwav, Major: A s1rec1 or road or considerable continuil)' and us~-d primarily 
as a traffic ancry :among large an.-as. 

43. I lgspital: Any building or other structure cont.aining beds for ut least four 
patients and devoted to the diagnosis. trc-atmcnl or other csrc of human 
ailmcnls. 

44. Hotel: A building. or any part of a building which contains living and sleeping 
accommodations fOr transient occupancy and has a common entrance or 
cntmnccs. 

4S. Illumination: The lighting of un objt-el. 
Extcrrusl Jlluinin:llioll: The lighting of an object from a light source that is no! 
within the object. 

• Internal Illumination: The lighting of an object from a light source that is 
within the object 

46. lnd.usu:inlii'¼-d Unil: A building unit or assembly of closed construction 
fabricated in an off-sile facilil)', tha1 is substantially sclf-sunicient as a unit or 
as pan or a greater structure, and that requires transportation to the site intended 
use. "Industrialized \ulit'' indudes units installed on the site as independent 
units. as part of a group of units, or incorporated with sta1,dard co11struction 
needs to fonn a completed stn1ctural entity. " lndustriuli1,cd unit" does not 
include a manufactured or mobile home as defined herein. 

47, JnstitutiC>n: A building occupied by a 11011-profit corporation or a non-profit 
cslablishmcnt for public use. 

48. Jn·thc Home-Business: Business activities beiny conducted cmirdy within a 
Dwelling or residence thcn:.-of, providing the aclivitics do not involve: hired 
c,nployces Private phone or mail advcn.ising status, nor involve any extension 
or modification of said dwelling which alters its outward appearance as a 
dwelling unit. 
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49. Junk Yards: Two (2) or more unli<:e.n:;cd motor vehicles, or 1>la<:cs for 1hc 
collection of machinery. scrap metal. paper. rags. gla:iS or junk for salvage or 
storage purposes, or sale or used pans shall constitute a junk yard. 

50. Laborer, Scasooal Agricultural: An individual employ<."<! only during the 
growing and/or harvesting_ or proccssi11g of agricultural producls ru1d whose 
place of employment is primarily on the premises on which the product is 
grown. 

51. l.oading Space: A spucc wi1hin the muin building or on the same lot 1hercwi1h, 
providing for the standing. loading, or unloading ortmcks. Su-ch sp:icc shall 
hnvc direct usable access to a street or alJcy. Where such loading space has 
bceo 1>rovidcd, an additional SJXlCC lying alongside, ton1iguous 10 and no1 
separated from the first such loading spa<.-e need not be ,vidcr 1h11,n twelve foet. 

52. LoSl&ing Hsnws: A building 01her thnn n hotel where lodging for three or more 
persons is provided for compcnsalion pursuant to previous arrangcmcn1 and nol 
to anyone who may apply. 

53. L2.t,Q: A Textual and/or graphic image dis1>laycd for the purpose or identifying 
an establishment product. good, services, or other message to the general 
public. 

54. L.<11: A parcel ofland occupied by or legally capable of being occupied by, a 
primary struc1urc or building a,nd/or accessory buildings und to include such 
open yard areas as arc required by 1his resolution. 

55. I .QI, Arca or: The area of lot computed exclusive of any p0rtion of the right-or­
W:.iY of any public thoro\lghfarc. 

56. Lot, Comer: Any lot at the junclion or and abuuing on two or more intcrsec1ing 
Streets. 

57. l.01, Interior: Any lot other than a comer lot. 

58. Lot Linc, front: For an interior 101. a "fron1 101 line'' is a street line. On a comer 
!Ol, the street line having the least dimension shall be considered the ·•fyon1 lo1 
line". 

59. L,01 Line, Rc:i.r: Any lot line, 01hc.r than a street line, which is paraHcJ to the 
fron1 IQI line or within forty-live degrees nrbc.ing parallel to th~ front lot line. 
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60. Lot Line, Side: A ·•side lot line" is any lot line which is not a front lot line or 
rear lol linc. 

61. Lol of Record:/\ 101 which has been recorded in tITT: ofliccof lhc Counly 
Reconkr or Auditor of Wood County, Ohio. 

62. M{1pµfacturing1 Qcncral: An)' manufo<:1uring or indu.s-1rial procc.ss including 
food processing aod plant producl processing. except that which is incident to 
agricuhural operations on an individual"s property holdings, which by the 
nature of the materials, <:<}uipmcnt and proces~ utili:t.L-d are not objectionable by 
reason of odor, noi!.e, vibralion, cinders, gas fumes. dust. smoke, refuse inaucr 
or water canicd waste. 

63. Mnoufacturins, Res1ric1¢d: Any mnnufacmring ot industrial processing which 
by the nature of the materials. equipment and process u1iliz<.-d arc 10 a 
considcrnblc measure clean. quiet and free of any objectionable or ha:1.atdous 
clement. Res1rictcd industrial uses shall i11clude the i11dusttial uses listed below 
and any other uses which arc determined to be of the same general charnctcr: 
dn1gs,jcwclry. musical instruments, sporting goods; processing and aitscmbly of 
glass products and par1s fol' products and parts fot production or fin.ishcd 
cquipmcm: research and testing laboratories; printing and engraving plants. 

64. Manuf;w.1uwd Housiru;: J\ny pre-assembled residence ll'Un$ported lO a site for 
final assembly Md set up. Docs 1101 include traditional site b-uilt housing. 

I. Mobile I lomi}- A building unit or a.~'Scinbl)' of closed 
construc1ion thal is fabricated in an oIT-sitc focil it)', is more 
than 35 body fcc.t in length. or when creeled on site is 320 or 
more squatc feel, that is buih on a pcnnancnt chassis and is 
transportable in one or more sectioos and does 001 qualify 
under this Resolution's definition of n manufactured home or 
industrialized unit. 

2. Manuiactur<.-d I Jome - A building unil or assembly of closed 
construct.ion fabricated in an orf-site faeilit)', that conforms 
fcdcnil conslruction and safety s1andnrd.s c.swblishcd by the 
Secretary or Housing and Urban J)evclopmcnt pursuant lo the 
.. Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Sumdards 
Act of 1974", and that has a label or rng pcnnanently affixed 
to it certifying compliance wi1h all applicable federal 
construction and safely standards. 

65. Manufacturt-d J 1ome Pad: That p0r1ion of a manufac1urcd home site that is 
designed, constructed, and improved in such u manner as to pro..,ide a base 
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upon which a mrunifacmred home shall rest. and which also 51:rvcs as a base 
upon which blocks or other materials are placed 10 as.sist in leveling the floor of 
the manufactured home and provide a temporary type of foundation. 

66. Manufactured l lomc Park: One (I} or ,norc contiguous pnrccls of land tmdcr a 
single m:.magcmcnt which have been designed and developed in such a manner 
as to provide individual manufactured home sites for one (1 ) or more 
manufactured homes. The tcnn manufoctut\.--d home pttrk shall ml!an 1hc same 
as a 1r-ailer park, trailer coun, or trailer camp: however. only mobile homes or 
trailers with HUD ccrtilication shall be located 1hcrcin. 

67. Ma11ufocturc.d I lome Site: An area of hind within a manufactured home 
subdivision or manufactured home park th.at is designed and developed in such 
a maimer as to provide a location for one ( l) manufoctun.'(I home. 

68. Manufactured Home ~ytxlivjsion: A subdivision designed and/or intended for 
the sale of lots for manufactured home sites. J\ manufactured home subdivision 
will be subject 10 the same lnnd development and site improvement standards 
that apply to conventional subdivisions under the Subdivision Rules and 
Regulations of Wood County, except as provided under Anicle XV. Section Ill 
herein, 

69. Molor Court or Mou;): A building or group of buildings used for llle temporary 
residence of motorists or travelers. 

70. Noon COl()r: An extremely bright color. 

71 . Non~Confonnio~: The use or land or a building, Or ponioll thereof, \Vhich 
use doe~~ 1101 confonn with the use regulations of the district in which h is 
situated. A non-confom1ing use existing al the time this resolution or any 
amendment thereto takes effc.ct may bccootinued c.xcept that iJ"it is voluntarily 
disc:0111i1,ucd for two or more years, it shall be deemed abandoned :;md any 
future use must be in conformity with the uses permitted in such district, 

72. Non~Tm<litiom•I AccSisory Buildings: The use. i1lcluding but not limited to, 
scmi-tnick trailers. box trucks. cargo containers us(.'(( by the air, rail, shi1,pins 
and land transponation industries arc prohibited in all districts when U!iOO tts nn 
actC.'iSOf)' building. The 7.onii,g Jnspec1or shaJl make ru, initial determination 
that u proposed s1n1cturc is a non-tradi1iono.l accessory bnilding at the time an 
npplication is made. That decision may be appealed 10 the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. All other matters rchut.-d to placement of an accessory building shall 
be in accordance with this Resolution. 
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73. Off-Street Parking S:oac~: /\n off-street Sp:.lCC availab1c for the parking of one 
molOr vehicle and htlving an area or not less than two hundred square feet, 
exclusive of passageways, drivcwnys and other 111aneuvcri1,g area appunenant 
thereto and giving access thereto. Such space shall have direct access to a street 
or alley. 

74. Parce l: An area of land shown as a unit or contiguous unit1, on Lhc County 
Auditor's map. 

75. Parking Arg: An open unoccupied space used or required for use for parking 
or automobiles exclusively. 

76. Parking: Space: A surface area, enclosed in the main building or in an accessory 
building, or ui,encloscd~ havi1,g an area of not less than two hundred (200) 
square fCCt exclusive or drivc,1,.·ays, 

77. Pcnmmc;nt Foundation: A permanent masonry. concrete, or locally approved 
footer or foundation 10 which ti mimulacturi;d or mobile home muy be anixcd. 

78. Pcnn:mcntly Sited Manulbctured Home: Is a manufactured home th.al meets all 
of the follow-ins criteria: 

I. The stmctur,c if affixed lo:;, pcrnumcnl founda1ion und is connected to 
uppropriate lb.cilitics: 

2. The structure, excluding any additio1t has a width of at least 22 reel at one 
point. a lcnglh of at least 22 feet al one point. and a total living srca of at 
least 900 square feet, excluding garages, porches. or :.11tacluncnts; 

3. The structure has a minimum 3:)2 residential roof pitch. co1wcntional1 

residential siding. and a si:<•inch mioimum caYc overhang including 
appropriau: guttering; 

4. The structure was ma.nufacturt.-d allcr Januury I. 1995. 

5. The structure is not localed in a manufactured home park. 

78. Personal Services: Any cn1crprise conducted for gain which primarily offers 
services 10 the general public such as sJ1oe repair, watch re1,niring, barber sho1>, 
beauty parlors and similar ac1ivi1i<..-s. 

79. Planning Commission: Wherever Planning Commission or County Planning 
Commission is referred to. i t shall be the Wood County Planning Commission. 
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80. Plant CultivaliQD: 'Inc cultivntion of crops, frui1 uces, nursery stock. truck 
gardc.n products and similar planl matcrl!lls outside of s1ructurcs, such as 
greenhouses. 

81. Pint Rcgt1it£d: When more than five (S) parcels arc created from one parcel or o 
new road is dcdic,ucd. 

82. Platting: Pinning shall mean the platting for residcmial development in 
accordance with Wood County I.and Subdivision Regulations. 

83. Pond: A still body of water covering s1 leas1 one-fourth (¼) ac.re a11d being at 
lcas1 ten ( 10) feet deep at its deepest point. 

84. Porch: Wherever memioncd is a roofed open 31\."3. projecting from the front. 
side or rear wall of a building. 

85. Profossional Activities: The use of offices and relua:d spaces fo r suc.h 
professional services as tire provided by doctors, dentists, lawyers. architc.-<:ts, 
and engineers. 

86. Prohibited Ani1nals: Any wild mammal. reptile or foul which is no1 naturally 
tame or gentle, bul is of a wild nature or djsp0si1io11, and which bcc.1.usc of its 
size, vicious nature or other chamc:tcristics would constitute: a danger to hwnan 
life or pr(>p<:rty if it escapes from secure quarters. Jl will be unlawful for any 
person lo keep. maintain, or have in his possession ,,1thin the township any or 
the following animals: all poisonous animals includi11g rear-fang snakes. 
badgers, bears. beavers, canids (wolves. coyotes.jackals, dingo, raccoon dogs), 
civet, constric1or snakes, crocodilians (alligators. crocodiles. c:aimans, cav"ials). 
Engles. owls. cdcntata (anl eaters, tama!W:ua, slotJ1s. armad.illos), fclids (lions, 
tigers. leopards. C•hcctahs, jaguilrs, pumas, lynx, ocelots}. Game cocks and other 
fighting birds, hyenas. marsupials (opossums. Tasmanian " 'olf, ka11garoos, 
koalas, wombats). Porcupine, primates (apes, monkc)'S, baboons, chimpanzees~ 
gjbbon.s., gorillas. orangutans, sirunangs). Procuonids (c:oatis, kinkajous, ring­
tailed cats. pandas). Rheas, unt ulatcs (clcphan1s. zebra. tapirs. rhinoceroses. 
camel, caribou, an1elopc. rciudccr, giraffe, hippopo1amus. wild boar, gazelle. 
gnu). Water bufl"alo, wart hogs, and any other animals as declared dangerous by 
the U.S. Dept of the Interior or Ohio Revised Code. 

87. Public-Semi-Public Use: A designation or use 10 include govcrnmcntaJ 
buildings ,lJld spaces, public and private schools. public and private park and 
recrea1ion areas and religious institutions. 

88. Public Sco•icc Facilities: The erection, construction, ultcrntion, opcmtio1\ or 
maintenance of a utility or service by a public u1ili1y. by a railroad, whc1hcr 
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publicly or J>riva1cly owned. or by a municipal or c,1her govc.rnincntal agency. 
including the fumishi,,g or electrical, gas. rail transport. communication, public 
\\':Her. and scwcr.ige services. 

89. Quarry: Any land rrom which rock. stone. gm\·cl. sand, d ay. c.anh or mineral is 
removed for the purpose of dispositjon away from the immediate pr\!misc::;. 
However. 1his shall not inc:ludc excava1ion necessary for the actual foundat ions 
of any building or )1ruc1urc for which a zoning cc11ificatc has been issued. 

90. Rear Yard: Mininnun distance between a struCt\lrc and the rear lot line. 

91. Jicco;ational E@t-iliti<;it•C-01r11ncrcial: Recreational facilities open 10 the public, 
es1ablishcd and operated for a profit, such as oornmcrcial golf courses. 
ca,npgrowlds, golf driving ranges, ~wimming p001s. ice skating rinks, riding 
swblcs. rnec tracks, amusement parks. carnivals and similar enterprises. 

92. Rccrcali.PIJJ\l.f.aillitjcs·N<m--Comrnercial: Private and scmi•public recreational 
lacilities which are not operated for commercial gain, including J>rivatc country 
clubs, riding clubs. golf courses and other private non-commercial recreation 
areas and facilities or T\.-creation ccn1crs including private. communit)' 
swimming po0ls. 

93. Residence or Rcsidcn1ial: A "residence" or ("residential'') shall include a 
building, or any part of a buiJding, which e<>nta.ins dwelling units Cor pcrmanenl 
oocupancy. "Residences·· therefore include all one-family and multi-family 
dwellings. I lowcvcr. "residences'' do not include: transient accommod:nions, 
us in transient hotels. motels. tourist cabins, and trailer camps: and lh~t part of a 
building which is used for any nonrcsidcn1ial use!>, except accessory uses for 
reside11ccs, in a building containing both residences and other uses; a.nd 
institutional uses, as in rest home$, 1tursing homes. homes for the aged, 
orphanages and other institutional rcsidentia1 use!:. 

94. Rcsidcmial floor Arca: The arc.i of a dwdling devoted 10 living purposes. 
including stairways. h:dls, and closets, but excluding porches and space used lllr 
a garage or carport. 

95. Rest Honie: A home which provides: personal assistance to persons who, by 
reason of age, or infirmity, arc dependent upon the service of Olhets. 

96. Right•Of• Way: Land which is set aside between property lines for succts, 
alleys, easements. utilities or other physic;LI improvements. 
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97. Satellite Dish: A device (nonnaJly dish or disk shape) used as an antcn.na for 
rcccp1ion of ~ignals via satellites. 

98. Semi-public Uses: Churches. Sunday schools. J>arochinl schools. colleges. 
hospirnls, and 01hcr institutio11.s or an cduc-.,uional, religious. charitable or 
philanthropic nature. 

99. 5£1 J)ackJ3uilding Linc: Linc J>erpcndicular 10 the sctbm.::k dii:.1ancc at the 

specified distance. 

100. S.sl llttfifk Distance: The mjnimum horizontal dis1ancc between 1he road right­
oJ'.way and the building line. 

lOl. Scwogc Disposal-Combined: An approved sewnge disposal system which 
provides for a combined c:oll<.'Ction and disposal of sewage iroin a gn)u1> oi 
residential, commcrcfol or industrial buildings. 

102. Sewage Disposal•lndiyidual: A septic tank installation on an individual lot 
which utilizes an anaerobic bacteriological process for tJ1c elimination of solid 
wastes and pro\•ides for lhe pn:,per an<l sarc disposaJ of the cffiucnt. subject ro 
the approval of health or sanitation onicials having jurisdiction. 

103. Scxuallv Oriclltcd Businesses: An e:sUtblisJuncn1 where a substantial ponion of 
1hc use is dis1inguished or characterized by its cmpha.iis on scxually-oric-ntcd 
materials. Permitted scxuaHy~oricntcd businesses include. bul arc not limited to 
the rollowins uses: sexually-oriented cabarets/movie houses. scxunlly-oricmcd 
media stores, !oicxua11y-orientcd motels. and sexually-oriented shops. 
Specifically prohibited sexually-oriented businesses inc:ludc.-: se.xuall)•-Oricntcd 
encounter centers: sexually-oriented escort ag-.:ncics; scxually-oricn1ed nude 
modeling studios: scxualJy .. oricntcd spas: and sexually- oriented viewing 
boo1hs. 

H)4. Sistc Yant: Minimum dis1ancc between a structure and the side lot line. 

105. Sign: Any structure or part thereof or nny device nuachcd 10 a Structure or 
painted or represented on a structure on which leucrcd figures or pictorial 
matter is displayed or used ior the purpose of bringing the subjce,11hcrcof10 the 
attention of the public. A '•sign'' includes any billboard, but docs 001 include 
:my Oog, badge, or insignia or any government or governmental agency or of 
any charitable, religious, educational or similar organization. 

106. Sign Amou111: ·n1c quantity of signs on premise. 
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107. Sign Arca: The emitc area (in square feel) within a shape defined by s 
continuous line having onl)' rigln angles that enclose the lim.i1.s of sign copy. 
Sign stniclu.rcs shall not be included in 1hc sitn area measurement. 

108. Sign Copv: Words, letters., numbers, losos, symbols, or designs. 

109. Sign,.£~: The portion of a sign that displays sign copy. 

110. Sign 1 Lcigb.J: 111c measurement from the location along a sign stn.icturc tha1 
comes in eon1act witlt the ground to the upper most point of the sign. Placing a 
sign on top of a mount is pcm1itted if the momtd is aesthetically incorporated 
into the sign's composition wi1h clements such as landscaping and retaining 
walls. 

111 . Sign Setback: The distance from the nearest edge of a sign or sign stnicturc, 
measured at the vertical line perpendicular 10 the ground, 10 the fight-of-way or 
future right-of-way ir cs1ablishcd prior to the sign ·s constn.iclion. 

11 2. Sign Structure: Any portion oi a sig.it constructed to suppon a sign face. 

113. Sigp, AddtCS;,,": A Sign orhigh-intcnsi1y srecn background with hig.h-intcnsil)' 
white numbers. not to exceed one square foot in nrca. 

114. Sign, Awning,: J\J\)' sign, copy, symlx,I, or logo displayed on an awning. 

11 S. Sien, Buildin8 Mounted: A sign auached to a building that is visible 10 the 
general public. 

116. Sign, C.antilev<..~r: A sign supported on the ground by a pole. nOl attached to any 
building. whereas the sign extends away from the J)riinaty suppon structure. 

117. Sjgp, Constrnclion: A sign identifying 1hc namc(s) or project owners. or 1hose 
involved in a project being constructed or improved. 

I l8. Si~n. Dircc1it,nal: 1-\ sign erected for the sole purpose of directing vehicle or 
pedestrian lraffie. 

119. $,ign, Ftccstand,iog: ;\ self-supporting sign. 

120. Sign, Monument: A self-supporting sign with a solid base UJX)ll which a sign is 
displayed. 

121. Si~n. Muhi-Si~n Cony Display: An obj<.-ct containing more lhan one sig.n. 
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122. Sign. Off-premise: Sec Billboard 

123. Sjgo, Pole: A sign support<.-d on the ground by a µolc that is not attached to any 
building or other slructurc, 

124. Sign, Political: A tcmpotary sign used in connection ,vhh local. suuc or n..11ional 
ckctions. 

125. SiGO, Ponablc: A sitn 1hat is not pcnnancndy affixed to a sttuc1urc or ground. 

126. Sign, Real Estate: A sign indicating or directing one to a property that is 
available for :;ale, rent, or lca.,;c. 

127. Sign, Roof: A sign located on a roof. or a sign 1h01 extends above the roofline of 
a building,. 

128. Sign, Single-Sisn Copv Display: An object comajning one sign. 

l29. Sign. S119<iaJ Event: Any sign used 10 present information regarding a special 
cve1n. 

130. Si~n. Subdivision Identification: Any sign used for the purpose of idcmifying a 
residential communit)' consisting of condominiums, apartments. mobile ho1ncs, 
and or singlc•family homes. 

131 . Sisn, Subdivision Matkcting: A1ly temporary sign used for the purpose of 
advertising the sale of platted lots, sale or lease or muhi•l'hmil>• units, or 
available space in a commercial development, 

132. Sign, Window: Sisns that arc affixed toa window or arc position(..'(! within two 
(2) feet of the inside of a window so 1hey arc visible iroin the outside. 

133. Social Actiyitie:s: 'Inc use oflailCI and building for clubs. fn.stcm1.11 
organi1.atio1ts, veterans orgru1faations and similar social purposes. 

134. Special Care Inhabitant: A person who requires spcciaJi7J..-d care, rchabilitu1ion 
or therapy provided inn dwelling or family unit~ which therapeutic scn•·iccs 
may be or a medical, psyc.holog.ical, or rclmcd type assistance. fixamplc of 
such pc.rsons shall include. bul not limited to. mentally ill, au1is1ic, men1nlly 
retarded, dcvclopmcn1ally disabled, fos1er care. dclinque.m. drug dependent, 
handicapped, or aged person. 
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135. Special Distric1 "S": A :1.oning classification cstablis~d by this resolution 
whose primary purpose is to retain oaruraJ areas or the lowns.hip. such as: flood 
plains or other topographic conditions which would preclude development: and. 
institutional u.scs or land areas adm,ini.s1crcd by f(...-dcntl. stulc. or local 
gcwernme.nts or agencies thereof, such as parks or cemcttrics. 

136. Special Stn1cturc: U11occupicd buildings typically located at the entrance of a 
development ror the purpose or aes1hc1ics and/or sign display. 

137. S~jglizcd Anim0;I Raising and Care: The use of land and buildings for the 
raising and c:trc of birds and fur·bcaring nnimaJs such us rabbits and domestic 
pets: animal kennels and the stabling and care of horses. 

138. S!Qo:: ·111at p<>rtion or a building, other 1han a cellar, included between the 
surface of any Ooor nnd the surface of the Ooor next above i1. or if there be no 
noor above it, then 1hc sp.1ce between the Ooor and the ceiling next nbovc it. 

139. Story, Hall": A story u11der a gable, hip or gainbrcl roor, the wall p1a1c.s o( 

which on at least two (2) opposite exterior wulls a.re not more than four (4) feet 
above the noor of such story. 

140. Street A public or private thoroughfhrc which affords the principal means of 
ac.cess 10 abuning J)roperty 

141 . Strccl Lins;: A dividing line separating a lot. trocl or parcel of land and a 
contiguous street. 

142. Struc1ure: S1ruc.curc or building is anything erected. constructed or 
n:..-constroct<,.'(I on a foundation. posts., piles. blocks, skids. sills. or any other 
support. whether such foundation. posts. piles. blocks. skids. other si11>port is or 
is no1 pcnnrulcntly loca.tcd in or auachcd to the soil. Such structure.s do no1 
include fences. 

143. ~: Wherever mentioned in 1his resolution means any change in 
the supporting mcmbc~ of a building such as lx.-aring walls or partitions. 
columns. beams or girders. excepting such structural change as ma}' be required 
for the safety of the building or occupan1s thereof. This doe.~ not i11cludc 
repainting, re-roofing. or residing. 

144. row1ts1Uo: Wherever Townshin is referred to. h shall be Plain Township. Wood 
County, Ohio. 
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14). ~ Any business or public u1itily in !he tnm.sJ)Qr1ation of 
persons or properly. or both. or fumishing such transportation service over any 
public SlrN:t, road, or high\,1ay. 

146. TMlCCS, Board ofTrustCCSi The Board ofTn.ist<.-cs of Plain Township. Wood 
County. Ohio. 

147. Use: A1ly purpose ror which buildings, other struc1un:s or Jund may be 
am1ngc.-d, dcsig.ncd. in1cndcd, mainrnincd or occupit.-<l. 

148. Vuriancc: 1\ change in the requirements wilhin a district. nol 10 include a 
change in basic land use. 

149. Wind Power Turbine Owner: The perliOn or persons- ,vho own the Wind Turbine 
s-1ruc1ure. 

Acce.sson• Structures: Structures such us sheds, storage sheds. pool hou.scs. 
unattached garages. and barns 

Anemometer: An instnimcnt that measures the force and direction of the wind. 

Cl,;ar Fall Zone: An area surround.ing 1hc wind rn.rbinc tmi1 into which the 
turbine and/or turbine components might fall due to inclcmcm weather, poor 
main1c1tancc, faulty cons1ruction methods, or any 01hcr condition causing 
turbine fa ilure 1hat shall remain unobslructcd and confined wi1hin the property 
lines of the primary parcel where the turbine is located at. the purpose being 
that i.fthc turbine should fal l or otherwise become damaged, the foiling 
s1n1c1urc will be confined 10 the prim,,ry parcel and will not foll onto 
dwellings. any habitable ~1n1etureaS, and will not intrude 01110 a neighboring 
pro1>eny. 

• Co,xling: A streamlined removable metal 1ha1 covers the turbinc·s nacelle. 

• 

Decibel: A ua1it ofrclativc loudness equal 10 ten time.'> the common logarithm 
or the mtio of two readings. For sound. the decibel scale rui1s from ?.ero for the 
Jeas1 pcr<:ep1ible sound to 130 ror sound thal causes p.tin. 

Nacelle: A SCp.lr,ue :,.1rcamlincd metal enclosure thut covc--rs the c~scntiaJ 
mechanical components of the turbine. 

Primarv Stmcturc; for each properly. the structure that one or more persons 
occupy the majori1y of time. on that propeny. for either business or personal 
reasons. Primary struclurcs include st.nu.::tures such as residences, commc.rcial 
buildings, hospitals, and day care facilities. Primary struciurcs exclude 
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stn1cturcs such as hunting sheds. ~rnragc sheds, pool houses. unanachcd 
g.amgcs. and barns. 

Prorcssional Engin-ccr: A qualified individual who is licensed as a Profos."tional 
Engineer in lhc Stmc of Ohio. 

151 . Wind Power Turbine Towet: The: suppon structure 10 which the turbine and 
rotor arc attached. 

152. Wi1ld Powtr Turbine ·rower Hci&hl: ·n1c distance from the rotor blade at ii.s 
highest p0int to the top surface of the Wind Power Gcncra1ing F'acility (WPGF) 
foundiuion. 

153. Window Arca: ·n,c area conta.incd within the bot1ndary of a windtWI. A group 
of windows may be considered one window if1hey arc on the same building 
face :tnd arc less than si:< inchc.s apart. 

154. Zo11ing Appc.aJs Ooard: Board of Appca)s of Plain Township, Wood County. 
Ohio. 

155. 7.oning CccsificaJc: The documc.111 is:Su(.'(! by 1hc Zoning tnspecu,r au1horizing 
the use of the land or building. 

156. Zoning Commission: Wherever ,;Commission" or "Zoning Commission·· is 
refcm.-d 10. it sholl be the Zoning Commission of Plain Township. Wood 
County. Ohio. 

157. ZoninS, lnspec;tor-: ·1·hc Zooing lospcctor or his authorized rcprescmmivc 
appointed by the Ooard of Trustees. 

,\RTICLE VI - DISTRtcrs 

For the purpose of currying out the provisions ()r1his resolution 1he 
u1tincorporatcd area of the township is hereby dlvid(.-d in10 the foll<>win_g Dis-iricL'i: 

"A" AGRICULTURE DISTRICT 

"C'' COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

·r INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 

" R-1'' RGSIDENTIAI , DISTRICT 

" R-2" RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 
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"S" SPECIAL J)ISTRICT 

·111esc zones arc designated on a zoning map and are hereby established and said map is 
made a part o(thc resolution, No buildings or premises shall be used and no buildin.g shall 
be erected except in conformhy with regulations pn.-scribcd herein for lhc district in which 
it is loca,t<:d. 

ARTICLE Vil - CLASSIFICATION OF USES 

Use.~ in lht "A" Ae,ricullurc Di.!ilrict 

Pcm1iued \Jses: 

I. Any ag.ric:uhure use .. 
2. One sil1glc family or one two.family dwelling per lot for residential purposes. and 

buildings acccs.sory thereto: but excluding the use of tents. cabins and basements 
for residcn1ial purposes. 

3. Roadside stsnds consisti11g of stmcturcs used for the dil>l)luy and sale of 
agricultural producLS of which 500/4 Qr more muii'l be produced on the premises 
where stand i!. localC:d. Such stands or displays shall be a minimum or 20 feel 
rrom lhe edge or a tight-01:.way a11<1 adequalc parking fbeililics shall be main1aincd 
on the premises and nol in the road righl..af-way for customer parking,. Any 
roadside stand shall have points of ingress-egress so situated lhat the visibility on 
the highway affording said in-egress be uuobstn1cu..-d for n distance of 500 feel in 
each direction. 

Conditional Uses Requiring Boatd of Zoniog ApJ>eals Approval: 

I. Manufactured Homes as pcnnittcd in ARTICLE XV. 
2. Churches and Parish I louses. including Sunday Schools und mc.-eting focil ities. 
3. An oOicc or '·In the I lomc" Ousincs.s, which is conducu..-d entirely within u 

dwelling or residence thc:rcor. providing the activities do not involve: hired 
employees. private phone or mail advertising suuus. nor involvc nnd extension or 
modificatio11 of said dwclli11g which alters its outw"Jrd appcarnncc as u dwelling 
unit. 

4. Rccrc.ationaJ Facilities-Commercial: Rccrcalional facilities 01>en to Lhc public. 
cstoblishc.-d and opcr.tted for a 1>rofit, such as commercial golf courses. 
campw-ounds. golf driving ranges, swimming pools. ice skating rinks, riding 
stables, race tracks. amusement parks. cami\'als and similar enterprises. 

5. Non-commercial recreational uses requjring open space. such a.or.; golf courses, 
hunting clt1b.s., race tracks or drag strips. 
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Use$ in ch(' 1~R.1 " Reiidcnlinl UL,;tricl 

111c Residential ?..one is intended as an area chielly designed ror single family hon1cs with 
related community facilit ies such as religious and public recreation fac il ities, which go 
into m.aking up a balanced rcsidcn1ial neighborhood. 

l'cm1incd Uses: 

I. One singlc•family dwelling or one two-family dwelling per lot for rcsidcn1i::d 
purp0ses. and buildings accessory thereto; bul excluding the use of tcms. cabins. 
and basements for residential purposes. 

2. Schools a11d colleges ror academic instruction. 
3. Churches and J'tarish Houses. including Sunday Schools and meeting facilities.. 
4. Public buildings and properties of the cultural, administrative or public service 

type, but not including such uses as storage yards and W3J'Chouscs. 
5. Private recreation faei li1ies not operated for prolit including swimming pools, 

tennis courts, Cle, 

6. I lospitals, sa.1tatoriums but no1 including those for conlugious diseases or for the 
insane, liquor or drug addicts. aod not including <:-orrcctional institutions-. 

7. An oflicc of"i1Mhe-hoinc business" which is conducted cn1irely within a dwelling 
by a resident thereof. providing the activities do 001 involve: hin.--d cmployc<.-s, 
private phone or mail advertising status. Nor involve any extension or 
n1ocli£icatiQn of said dwelling which allcrs its 0\11\\>"8.rd app<:arancc as a dwelling 
unil. OJT.strcct parking shall be provided in accordance wi1h ARTICLE XIV. 
Section 4. 

Accessory Us<.-s: 

I. Summer houses and other customary incidental structun.·s. 
2. Temporary buildings for use incidental to construction work, which buildings shall 

be removed upon the completion or abandomncnt of the construction work. 
3. One bulletin board or sig.n not exceeding twenty (20) square feel in area arc 

pcnnined (or an)' church. school, or other public or semi.public ins1itution. 

u~c.-s in thr "'Jl .. 2" Rcsidcntinl l>i.stritt 

Perrni11ed Uses: 

I. Any use as permitted in the R• l District 
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Condilional Uses Requiring Hoard of Zoning AppcillS Approval: 

1. Mobile home parks. 
2. Multiple Family Dwellings. 

UsL-s in 1hc "C" Commerci:11 Di.strict 

The conuncrcial ;,.,one is intended as an area wherein commert:irtl uses are 
concentrated for the benefits or the residen1s of the township and others doing 
business within lhc commercial area. By conccnlrating the commercial areas. the 
following might be helter accomplished. For the safety and welfare of the 
commercial usc.-s through bcuc.r sharing of water, sewer. fire protection, trash 
collection. olTstrccl parking. and other community services~ and for the cconom)' and 
efficiency of the public agencies which provide these services. 

Co,nmc.rciaJ Requircine1tts: 

I. All comrucrcial structures shall have plans reviewed by the Ohio [kpartment of 
Industrial Relations and by the local au1hori;,,4.-(l jurisdiction. 'Jlle,sc plaos shall be 

approved by 1hc s,1111c. prior to the issuance or a ;,.oning pennit. 
2. Lot ~ize, side yards. and scL-back lines and height requirements shall be in 

accordance with ARTICLE XI, XII, and XIII. 
3. Off strccl pm·king shall be provided in accordance with ARTICLE XTV. Section 4 

and shall be on the same side or the public road us the establishment. 
4. The front set-back distance shall remain free of any and all structures. 
5. Distanoc between commercial structures ,,~II be thirty (30) It. 

Conditional Uses Requiring Zo1,ing lloard or Appeals Approval: 

I. Commercial auto nnd tnick towing services. 
2. Commercial auto and tmck repair facilities. 

Use~~ in 1hr "'I"" I ndmlrial Did rid 

Pcnnincd Uses: 

I. Any industrial \1$C provided lhat no noxious or onCnsi,•e activity !ihafl be canicd 
on within 1his district, nor shalt anything be do,,c which is injurious .. da1,gcrous or 
offensive 10 the neighborhood by reason of excessive emission of odor. dust. 
smoke, gas, noise, fumes, name, radiation or vibration, 

2. No residential construction shall be pcnnittcd. 
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Conditional Uses Requiring :ZOning Board of Appc.ais Approval: 

I, Adull cntcrtuinmem type businesses including videos.. apparel. books. 

Industrial Rcquircmcn1s: 

I . All industria.l :;1mc1urcs shall ha"e plan~ reviewed by the Ohio Department or 
fodustriaJ Rcla1io1,s ,rnd said pJans shall be approved by 1hc same prior 10 issuanee 
of zoning permit. 

2. Loi size shall be in accordance with AR'nCLJ, XII LOT SIZE. 
3. Off strett parking shall be provided in accordance with ARTICI ,E XIV. Section 4, 

and shall be on the same s ide or1hc public road as the establishment. 

U~c~ in the 11S" .Sru.•ciul Di~trict 

Pcnni1tcd Uses: 

I • Essential Services 
2. Public Services 
3. Public Uses 
4, Public buildings or structures erected. leased or used by any department of a 

municipal. township. coun1y, slate or fi •. -dcml government, including public and 
sc1uipublic foci lities such as economic development agcncie~. fire and police 
stations. post offices and libraries. 

Condi1ional Uses Requiring Zoning Board of Appeals Approval: 

Ss:xm1lly-Oricntcd Bu~inc~~ 

I. PURJ>OSE 
a. Additional regulations arc imposed upon sexually oriented businesses to: 

1>rotcct juveniles from hann or exposure to sexunlly oriented materials.: 
prevent the spread of communicable or scxuaJly transmitt<.xl diseases; r<.xlucc 
and eliminate the negaiive impact that adult uses may have on propeny values 
and the character and quality of residential neighborhoods; 1,rcvcnt sexually 
oriented businesses lrom diminishing or destroying the use ol'public facilities. 
par1ict1larly f::lcilit ics expected to be u5cd by children or used for religious 
purposes. etc. ThC$C regulations. are not ado1ned for the purpose of restricting 
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or 1>r<>hibiting nny pro1cc1ed speech associated with sexually orie1ucd busines!1 
land usc-s. 111c Suprt!mc Court and lowc-r federal courts have n.---cogniied a 
number of possible scco1,dary effects of se.xu.a11y odentcd businc-sscs, 
including: 

1. Decline of character of a community's neighborhoods and quality of 
life. 

11. Increase of crime (e.g. prostitution. drug sulcs). 
iii. Spread of disease. J>artieulurly sexually tmnsmiucd disease$. 
iv. lkgc.mcration of the social and moral orde.r. 
v. I I arm to children. 

b. The Plain Townshi1> Trustees and Zoning Commission have reviewed 
secondary effect studies by various cities. Given the doeumcntc.-d harmful 
secondary effects of scxually-oricnt<.xl businesses on adjacent neighborhoods 
and specific hmd US<.'$, lhe following specific, reasonable and unifom1 
regulations have been developed 10 protect the public health, safety, 
convenience, comfort. ptospc.rit)I, and ge11eral welfare of the l'\."Sidcms of the 
township. 

2. PEIU,'11T l'ED USES 
a. Pcnnittcd scxuttlly-oricnt(..'(( business.es include. but nre not limi1ed to 1hc 

following uses: scxually-oricnted cabarct!i/movic houses. sexually-oriented 
media stores, sexually-oriented motels, and scxuaHy--0riented shops, more 
spccilieally defined in this regulation. 

3. ACCL,SSORY USL,S 
i1. A scxually-oritntcd business use may nol be an acct.-ssory UliC, 

b. No 1wo sexually-oriented bu.~incss ll.$~ may be loca1ed in the sanie premises 
or on 1hc sa.o,c lot. 

4. l'ROHIBITED I.AND USES AND ACnVITlES 
a. Specifically prohibited sexually-oriented businesses include: .sc..xuaHy oriented 

cncounlcr centers~ scxua.lly-oricn1c..-d escort agencies; scxu11ll)' orienlcd nude 
modeling studios~ sexually-oriented spas; and sexually oriented viewing 
boolh!.. more specifically defined hetelU\dcr by this Zoning Resolution. 

b. Gambling: No sexually-oriented business establishment g_;lmcs~ machines. 
1ables. or implements shall be used for gambling. 

c. Obscene Scxo.al Conduct No one sh11II pcrfom1 Qr conduct any obscene 
material, performance, or acti\'ity at any businc.ss csiablishment in the 
Township. 

d. Tips: Tips or other gratuities shall not be gi\'cll to performers or employees of 
a scxtially-orienled business- cstablishmcnl by placing such tips or gratuitic:..i. 
directly on the pcrfom1cr or employee or in or on the pcrfon-ner's or 
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employee's c(,slurne or clOLhing. Any such tips or gratuities shall be placed by 
J)aLrons into a receptacle prO\•id-cd by management for rcccipl of such tips or 
g.rJtuitics. 

e. Age Restrictions: 
1. No person under the age of 18 years shall be 11dmiucd to or employed 

by a scxually--0ricntcd cabare1 <,r 1he.a1rc. 
11 , No person under the age of 18 years shall be allowed or pcnnittcd 10 

purchase or rc.-ccivc. wheLhcr for consideration or not. any sexually 
oriented material or other goods or services at or from any sexually 
oriented business establishment. 

5. SEPARATION REQUIREMENT FOR SPECIFIED LANO USES 
:1. No sexually-oriented business shall be permitted in a location which is within 

1,500 ICCt of any residc1H~c or boundary of any residential district. 
b. Sexually-oriented uses shnll not be located within 1,500 feet of libraries. 

edu<:ationa.l institutions, 1.raining facilities for persons with mc111al or physical 
disabilities, museums., religious places of worship, child dny c::1.rc foe.ilities, 
parl{s. playgrotU1ds. swimming pools, pool and billiard halls, video area.des.. 
pinball arcades. any social services faci lity or neighborhood c.cnter. or other 
public gathering places, family-oriented uses. or recreational uses established 
for the acLivitics oJ'ju\feoiles. 

c. No sexually.oriented business shall be pcm1i1tcd in a location which is within 
1.500 feet of another sexually-oriented businCS.'i or within a 1,000 fool radius 
of ony bar, tavern, or other establishment regulated by the Ohio divisioo or 
liquor control offering the sale of bec.r or intoxicating liquor for the 
coruumption on the premises in combination with live entertainment. 

d. For the purpOSL"S of this scc1ion, mca.~urcm<:1H shall be made in a stra.ight line 
without regard for intc.rvcning structures or objects. from the nearest point of 
the property line of a scxuaHy-oricntcd business. to the nearest property line of 
the ptotceted district or premise listed above. The prcsc.:nc:e of a municipal, 
county. or other political subdivision boundary shall be irrelevant for Lhc 
purpose of calculating and applying the distance requirements of this section. 

6. SEPARATION REQUIREMENl. l'OR LIVI! PERFORMERS 
a. No person shall engage inn live pcrfonnnnce of scxually-<,riemcd material 

except upon a sta.gc c1c.va1ed at lea,;1 18 inches abo,•c floor level. 
b. All parts oflhc stage, or a clearly designated area thereof within which the 

1,erson cxhihi1s specified amuomic:al areas or pcrfonns specified sexually­
oriented material, shall be a distance of at least (6) feet from ull parts of a 
clearly designated area in which patrons may be present. 
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c. The stage or designated area thereof shall be scpanllcd from the area in which 
patrons may be located by a barrier or railing the top or which is at least three 
(3) feet above 1hc noor level. 

d. No person c.ngaging in such live pcrfom1anccs or patron may extend any par1 
of his or her body over or beyond the barrier or railing. 

7. EXTERNAL VISUAL IMl'ACr 
a. No sexually-oriented materials. or displays. promotions. or advertisement 

which display specified sexual anatomical areas or s1x..-cificd sext1~1l ae-tivi1ics. 
shall be displayed. dis1ributcd or cxhibi1cd so as to be visible from the public 
right-of-way, or from any adjacent public or privately O\\'llCd pl'()petty, or by 
juveniles pcnuiucd wi1hin tJ,e esrnblishmcnt. 

b. All building openings, cmrics. windows, and doors or scxuaHy,oricnted 
businesses shall be loemcd. covered. serviced. or otherwise designed 10 

prevent a view into !he interior or the building from any public space or 
privately owned propcny. 

8. OTHER REGUl,ATIONS 
a. Sexually-oriented busiocs.,;e.,; shall com1>ly with the rcgula1ions applicable to 

all propcnies in any <lislrict in which they are located. 
b. Signagc Requirements. Exterior signagc shall not include verbal or \\Titlen 

messages, graphics. drawings. or other illustrations which publicly display 
specified sexual anutomic,11 areas or spccifit.'<l sexual ac1ivi1ics. 

c. Animals. No animals. cxccp1 seeing eye dogs required to assist the bli1\d. shall 
be pcnnined at llny time al or in any sexually-oriented business cstablishmc1n. 

d. Restrooms. All restrooms in. a sc:xually-orienicd business c.stablishment shall 
be equipped with standard toilets. sinks. and other traditiona.1 lavatory 
facilities. No scxually•orientcd matcriids or live pcrfonnnnccs shall be 
provided or allowed at any time in the restrooms of a scxui1lly-oricn1cd 
business es1.ablishmcn1. Separate nl.'llc and female rcstro0m.s shall be pro"ided 
for and \L~ by se...cually--01'iented business establishment employees and 
patrons. 

c. Parking Requirements. Ofl'..strcct parking_ shall be provided in accordaJ1ce with 
Article IX (Off-Street Parking and l..oading Rcquircmcnls), 

ARTICLE Vlll - PROl111JITE D USF.S 

1ltc following uses shall not be pcnnincd in any district: 
I • 13rcwcrics 
2. Metallic powder wotks 
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3. Chemical plants 
4, Crcnu,tory. 
S. Db1illing of bones. fot or glue. glue or selatin manufacturing. 
6. Manufacturing or storage or explosives. gun powder or fireworks. 
7. Dumping, storing. rc.."<lucing, disposing of /or burning garbage. 

refuse, scrap metal, rubbish, offal, or dead animal or demolition 
material, except such as a result from the nonnal use of residential or agricuhu.rnl 
premises. unless such dumping is done at n place provided by the Township 
Trustees for :mch speci fie puq,oscs. 

8. Junk yards, automobile graveyards, or places ror the collection of scrap metal. 
paper, rags. glass. or junk ror salvage purposes or for dismantling used vehicles or 
machinery. 

9. No burying of demolition matcriaJs or any kind except for disposal 
or buildings on existing property. 

I 0. Prohibited animals. 

ARTIClF. IX - NON-CONFORMING USES 

I. A non<ooronning use existing at the time this resolution takes effect may be 
continued, except that if il is volunlarily discontinued.for two or more )'ca.ts, it 
shall be deemed aOOndonc..-d and any future use mu~t be in confom1ity ,\•ith the uses 
pcnnittcd in such district. 

2. Any building arranged, intended or designed for n non-conl'onning use, 1hc 
co11SLruc1icm of which has been stancd al the time or the passage or1his resolution, 
but not comp1ctcd, may be completed aa\d put to such non--confom1ing use. 
1>rovidcd it is done within one year after this resolution lakes effect . 

.3. Any s1ruc.tun: or building existing a') a non.-confom1.ing use at the time this 
resolution u,.kcs effect, which is destroyed by fire, accident. public enemy, or the 
clements. may he reconstructed a11d restored providing the same is done within 
two years from the date of said destruction, and is rebuilt as nearly as possible to 
conform "'ith the zo11ing requirements within the district in which it is locat<..-d. 
conforming to current buildi11,g codes. 

4. A11y buildii1g or structure or land area devoted to a non-conforming use at the time 
this resolution takes en<:ct may 001 be aJtcrcd or enlarged so as to extend said non­
confonning use more than 25% of the original area, providing the allcrations or 
enlargement is toward confonnity witl1 the 1..011.ing resolution within the district in 
which il is to be located. 
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5. When a non·confom1ing use has been changed to a n.lorc restricted use or to a 
conlbnning use. such use shall nol 1hcrc~1ftcr be changed to a less rcstriclt.-d or 
non-confonning lL'>C. 

ARTICLE X - Rt;t,OCATION OF A STRUCl'U RE 

When aoy structure is rc•locnlcd, it shall conform to all 7.0l\ing requircmcnis for 1h..: 
districl in which it is to be placed. and a permit is f'C(1uircd. 

I. Set• back lines sholl p<,:rtain to all stmctures. 

ARTICLE XI - SET IJACK llUILDING 1,.IN~;S; LOT WIDTH TO l)f; PTH RATIO 

A, Set back building Jines 

I. Set back lines shall J>ertain to all :;.1mcll1res. 

2. Minimum sct•back distance shall be measured from the cave:,; and shall be as 
follows: 

i) Distance Lil fee t from road right-of•way: 
• 1Jistric1: All 
• Township or County Rood: so• 
• State or Fedcrol Road: 75 

3. Set back lines on comer lots shall be the $am<:. distance from c.ach rood 
according to its clus.sificalion above. 

8. All newly created parcels or splits that occur in Plain Township regardless of their 
size in atr<:agc \\~II not have a depth which is more 1han four (4) till'les its average 
width. 

•Sec-back dis<ancc shall be on the basis of fifiy (50) foe< from chc edge of a sixt)' (60) fool 
rig.hi-of-way. ff a. road has less thao sixty (60) feet right-of#way 1hcn SCl-baek will be 
grcalcr correspondingly. 
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ARTICLE X.11 -LOT AND Fl, OOR AREA REQUIREMf:NTS 

Min. Front 
M in. Min, Min. Lot 

Yard Depth Sldo Rear Area Por Min. Lot Height 
Min. Bullding Floor 

District in Ft. (See Frontage Area Per Family in 
Article IX for Yard in Yard in F,muy In 

in Ft." 
in FL Sq. Ft. 

exce lions Ft. Ft. Sq.Ft. 

Agticutture "A" Individual Sewage Disposal and wa10, Supply 
1 Family 50 15 15 43,560 175 so 1 Sto,y • 1350 

61,Level - 1350 
Tn-Spht Ltwot • 1350 

2 Famil)'. so 15 15 25,000 200 50 1350 Per Famil)'. 

Re$idential ·R•t• lndivtdual Sewage Disposal and w:11er Supply 
1 Family so 15 15 43,560 175 so 1350 
2 Family so 15 15 25,000 200 50 1350 
Either Public Sanitary Scwc, o, Public Water SVpply 
1 Family so 15 15 43.560 175 so 1350 
2 Family so 15 15 25,000 200 50 1350 
Both Public Sanitary Sewer aoo Public Water Suppty 
l Famlty so 15 15 25.000 100 so Same as abOve 
2 Family so 15 15 15000 100 so 1350 
Residentl'31 "R-2" 
1 Famaty Sameas · R-r 
2 Fam.ly Sameas ·R-1" 

Multiple family with lndrvidua1 Sewage Disposal and Water Supply Not Permhted 

MuU1ple Famity 
with Public 
Sani1ary Sew8f 
al\d Private 
Water Supply 50 15 15 15,000 100 50 1350 

With Public 
Sanitary 
sewag4and 
Public Water 
SullJ)IY so 15 15 15,000 100 so 1350 
Commercial ~c .. so 15 15 so 
Industrial ·r 50 15 15 so 
Special •s .. same as Agriculture ·A~ 

'No IOl sh9fl be more than four times doopor than its wJcflh in ((}(It {the 4-1 rufe} 
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ARTICLE Xl[I - MAXIMUM 11 £ 1GLIT OF HUILDINGS 

This resolution es1ablishcs a maximum heighl of filly feel (SO) above established 
grade. This does not inc:ludc chimneys. television amennas, and towers. e1c. 

ARTICLE XIV - S UT'PLEM E!\'TAL REGULATIONS 

Section I - fcnc6 and I lcdge.ot 
A. Fences me.asuring less than four (4) feel in height do not require a pc.rmit 

for installation. Convel'Sely. fcnocs greater tha.n (4) feet in height require a 
1:,ermit. 

B. In any district. no fence, structure, hedge or o ther plantings shall be 
built or maimahu.-d in such a manner that visibilily is obstructed frorn 
inh:;J"SC(ting streets within eighty (80) feet in each direction from the 
intersection of the street ccotcrlines. 

Section 2 • Private Swimmine, Pools and Ponds 
I. A pri\•tue swimming pool shatl be any pool or open tank. where swirmniog 

is normally permined. not located wi1hin a completely enclosed building, and 
containing or nom1ally tapahle of comaining water 10 a dep1h at any point 
i;;:rea1er than one and one-half (1 Jfl) li::et. Such swimming pools shall be 
allowed in any " A'. or ··R•· Oislricl providing it complies with lhc fo llowing 
conditions and requirements. 

A. The pool is in1ended and is to be used solely for the enjoymcm or the 
occupants of the principal use of the properly on which it is located. 

B. No pan of the water nrea. exposed equipment or Structure housing the 
equipment shall be closer thnn fifteen (15) feet from any property 
line. Paved walks adjoining a pool may not be closer than five (S) feel 
from a property line. 

C. The swimming pool1 or the entire property on which it is 



located shall be fencC<I: so as to prevent uncontrolled access 
by children from the street or from adjacent propenies. 
Said fence to be not less than four (4) feet in height and 
main1ained in good condition with o lock and gate. 

2. A private pond is permitted in :J.JI districts. with the following 
conditions: 

A. A site plan to scale. must be prepared, showing lhe location 
of the prop0scd pond, finaJ grades. localion of any existing 
or proposed buildings, septic tanks. leach fields, wells, 
underground fuel or gasoline storage tanks. eascme,ns. 
ditches and utility lines within five hundred (500) feet of 
the perimeter of the area. This plan wilJ be submiucd to lhc 
Zoning Inspector for approvoJ. 

B. t\ny man made or naturally occurring pond used ror recreation. 
storm water retention or detention. shall be located :n least 
fifly (50) feet from any public road right•Of•way or drainage 
ditch. The natural grade of lhe land shall remain 
undisturbed within fifteen ( 15) feet of any propeny line. 

C. 1f ponds a.re to be utilized for potilb1e water supplies, 
approval of the Wood Coumy H~lth Oepanment shaJI be 
required. 

0. Pond (s) shall not be pcnniucd to locate in a 100 year 
Ooodpl11in. 

E. Pond (s) shall provide al least one overnow. Adequate 
provisions for drainage must be made. 

r-. Pond (s) shall be al least one fourth(¼) acre i o area and 
be 31 least ten ( lO) feet at ifs deepest poin1. 

G. Fill dire may be hauled off-site. Any fill ditt re1ai1led on~site 
shall not be mounded ten ( 10) feet above the natural grade. 
Any nloundirlg above (10) foet requires a variance. 

H. After completion, a pond shoH be properly maintained and 
supervised so that it will not bec()me a danger or nuisance 10 
area residents. 
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SECTION 3 - PARK ING FACILITIES 

Jn computing Lhc number of parking spaces required by these regulations, u 
parking space as he.rcinbcforc defined in an enclosed or unenclosed area of not less 

than 200 square feel permanently reserved for off-street parkin.g. serviced by adequate 
~cccss drives and connected with a street by a driveway which affords sotisfactory 
ingress and egrc.~s: (same side of road): 

I. 

The foUowing general requirements sbaJI prevail: 

I. Use.~ not spc<:ificd - The parking area reacquired for a use 00 1 specific.ally 
men1ioncd herein shall be the same as for a use of similat na1urc. 

2. Mi,5ed uses (non• shopping plaza) • in the case of mixed uses. 
The number of pa.rking Spl'Ccs shall be the sum of the various uses 
computed separately. 

3. A. Location of Parking $paces • All parking spaces shaJI be 
Localed within a di.stance of 500 rcc1 of the facility being served. 
B. All disltiCIS • Orr street parking in front yard..~4 A 
diswncc often (10) feet measured from the front lot line 
toward the building shall remain unobs1ructed. 

4. Shopping Plaza 
Neighborhood: 8 spoces per I. 000 square reet or gross 

lease- able area. 
Community 6.5 spaces per 1.000 squrue feet of gross 

lease- able area. 
Religion 5 spaces per 1,000 square feel of gross 

ltase- able area. 
5. Spes;:ific ReguiremenL~ • There shall be provided at 1hc tiine 

of change in land use. off-street parking and loading spaces 
in acc-ordance wi1h the following rec1uircmcnts. 

Dwellings 

Number of Off-Street Parking Spac~ 

Two (2) per dwelling unit, except lh:u 
one additional space or prt'>pcr size 
shall be provided for each additional 
motor vehicle owned or stored on the 
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2. MuselUns. Schools. 
Libraries 

3. Chorche:;, Auditorimns. 
Arenas, Stadiums, 
Sp<..-ctalor facilities in 
outdoor recreation Areas 

4. Hospi1als 

5. Motels and Hotels 

6. Theatres. Restauran1s 

7. Skating Rinks. Dance 
H11II. medical and Dental 
Ollices 

8. Clubs. Lodges ond 
Similnr Uses 

9. !)owling Alleys 

10. All other commercial 

11. All industrial es1ablishments 
property by the resident or 
O\Vller. 

One (I) per 
st:dT member 
and one (I) per 

400 square feet of floor area. 

One (I) per five (S) scats. 

One ( I) per two (2) beds. 

One ( I) per guest room. 

One (I) per (4) seau. 

One (I) per 100 square feet of noor 
areat or fraction thereot: 

One (I) per 200 square feet of 
noor area. or one ( l} per four 
(4) persons that can be scaH..-d in 
1m assembly room, whichever is 
greater. 

Four (4) per bowling alley. 

One ( I) per 300 square f«t of 
floor orea or fraction thereof. 

One (I) per each employee on 
maximum workiog shift plus 
spaces necessary to 
accommodate all vehicles used 
in connection therewith. 
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Scc1ion 4 - Signagc Rcgul:iliQn~ 

PART I. 
PAR'f 2. 
P,\Rl' 3. 
PART4. 
PART 5. 
PART6. 
P1\RT7. 
PART8. 
P/\RT9. 
PART 10. 

Purpose ofSignagc Regulations: 
Sign Definitions 
General Sign Standards 
Sign Standards By T)'pe 
Pcnnant·nt Sign Srn.11dards 
f•rohibitcd Signs 
Sign Permits 
Non-Confom1ing Signs 
Maintenance of Signs 
Abandoned Signs 

P1\RT I. PURPOSf: OF SIGNAGE REGUI..ATIONS 

The purpose of th.i~ article is to apply a unlfonn standard for signs and outdoor 
advertising within Plain Township in order lo protect the public safety, health, Md 
wcll"arc. Uy regulating the use. location, and area of signs l'!nd otlldoor advertising or all 
l)'JX.-S of the Township will 1>rotcct property values. main1ain an anractivc business 
climate-, promote the sarety or mo1oris1s, aJlow for creative and varying sign designs and 
enhance the Township's appearance. 

PART 2. SIGN DEFINITIONS 

The following definilion.s and phrases arc used in this a11iclc and arc also defined in Aniclc 
XVIII. 

Awning: A canopy or roof~likc cover that projects from the wall of a building for the 
purpose of s.hicldins a doorway or window. 
Banner: A fabric or other non.rigid in.atcriaJ that is not enclosed in a structural frame that 
is Cf'(,"Ctcd for the purpose of au meting the public's anen1ion. 
Jlasc o[ Huildins: The location along a building wall th.at comes in contact wilh the 
ground. 

• .Billboard.: t\ny sign containing n me.;;;sage that pertains to a pe:n;on, product or service 
tllm is not available at the parcel on which the sign is located, 
H.uild\pg Fronlaru<: The linear portion or a bt1ilding facing an ndjac.cnt street of common 
parki 11 g area. 
Fluorescent Color: A colorant 1hat absorbs list,t energy and reradiatc~'i the energy at 
visible wavelengths producing a reflectance value over 100%. 
(lhuninntio.n: The lighting of an object. 

0 E:r'SlCOJAI lllumimuioo: The lighting of an object from a light source that is 1101 

within 1hc object. 

o Internal lllyminatioo: ·11,c ligJuiog of an objccl from a lighl sotircc lhut is within 

the object. 

• ~: A Textual and/or graphic: image displayed for lhe purpose or identifying an 
cs.lablisJuncnl. product, good, services, or other message 10 the general public. 
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Neon C()Jor: An ex1remcly bright color. 
Sis11: Any object consisting of a communicalion in the foml of text. or s ign copy. 
dcsig,nOO for the purpose or identifying an establishment. product. goods, services or 
other mr.-ssagc to the general public. 
Sign Amount: TI,e quantity of signs on premise. 
Sign Arca: 111c entire urea (in square fcc-t) within a shape defined by a continuous line 
ha\1ing only right :mstcs th.11 enclose the limits of sign copy. Sign s1.n1c1urcs shall not be 
included in the sign area mc:L.'iurcmcnt. 
Sign Coo,x; Words. lcucrs. numbers. logos, S)1mbols. or designs. 
Sien Face: The ponion or a sign that displays s ign copy. 
SigQ,tleighJ: The measurement from the location alo1lg a sign structure that comes in 
contact wid1 the ground to the upper most point of the sign. Placing a sign on top of a 
mount is pcnnincd if the mound is aesthetically incorporated into 1he sign's comp0sitio11 
wi1h clements: such as landscaping aod retaining walls.. 
Sign Setback: ·n,c distance from the ncal'cst edge of n sign or sign s1n1cturc, measured a1 
the vc-nical line perpendicular to the gromtd, to the right-of-way or foturc right-of-way if 
established prior 10 the sign ·s con:s1ruc1ion. 
S,ig.9 S1rus1urc: Any portion of a sign constmctcd to suppon a sign face. 
Sisn, Ad{lrcs5i: A Sig.n of higl1-intcnsity green background with high-intcns ily white 
numbers, nol to exceed one square foot in an::a. 
:S.iQll, Awning: A ny sign. copy, symbol, or logo displayed on an a,vning. 
Sisn. lluitding Mounted: A sign attached 10 a building that is visible lo 1hc general 
public. 
Sjg11 (ami!evcr: A sign suppQrtcd 011 the ground by a pole, not attached to any building. 
whereas the sign extends awny from the primary support structure. 
Sinn. Construction: A sign identifying the namt'(s) of project owners~ or those involved in 
a projt..-ct being construclcd or improved. 
S,ign, Directional: A sign cm::t<.-<l for the sole purpose <>f directing vehicle or pcdc~'ilrian 
trnmc. 

• Sign, Freestanding: A sclf-supponing sign. 
Sign, Monumcm: A self-supporting sign with~, solid base upon \Vhich a sign is displayed. 
SiM. Mulli·SiAA COPY Display: An object containil1g more than one sign. 
Sign. on:gromjsc; Sec Bi llboard 
Shm, Pole: A sign supported on 1he ground by a pole lhat is not auachcd to any building 
or other slructurc. 
fugn, Political: A temporary sign used in co,111-Cction with local. st::nc or national 
elections. 

• Sigo1 Poaablc: A sign that is no l pcnnanently affixed to a structure or ground. 
fil&n, Real Estate: A sign indicating or directing one to a propcny dml is available for 
sale. rent. or lease. 

• ,Sjg,01 Roof: A sign l<K.alcd on n roor. or a sign th.at extends above the roollinc of 3 
building. 
S,ign, Sin&l<i·Sisn Copy Display: An object containing one sign. 

• filsn, Special E\fcnt: Any sign w:ed to prese111 information regarding a special event. 
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Si~n. Subdivision ldcntilica1ioo: ,\ny sig.n used for 1hc purpose of identifying a 
residential community consisting of condominium$. apar1ments, mobile homes, and or 
singJc.famil)' homes. 
~igg, Sybdivision Markctiilg: Any temporary sign used for the purpose of advcnising l1lc 
sale of planed l01.$1 sale or lease of mulli~family units. or avnilablc space in a commercial 
development. 
Sign, Window: Sigits th;U arc affixed to a v,.,indO\\' or arc positioned within two (2) feet of 
1hc inside of a wiodow so they arc visible from 1hc outside. 
Special Structu(G: Unoc-cupicd buildings 1ypic0Hy located at the entrance or a 
dC\!C-lopment for the purpose of aesthetics and/or ~ign display. 
Window Arca: 'Ille area contained within 1hc boundary of a window. A group of 
windO\\'S ,nay be considered one window ir1hcy nrc on the sa1nc building face and arc 
less than six inc.hes apart. 
7,oning lnspe<;:tor: ·111e person employed by Plain Township with the title "Zoning 
lnspc.-ctor", 

PART 3. GENl)RAI. SIGN Sl"ANDAROS 

I. lllu.minatio11 
·111e following shall apply to lhc illumination of sign .. ~ and sign structures: 
A. All signs may be illuminated in1emally or externally if the source of light is not 

visible. 
8 . Illumination musl be a.mmged to reflect away from adjoining propcr1y and or 

rig.hi-of-ways. 
C. Illumination shall not cause a luu,ard 10 tl"dffiC or oonflic1 with traffic co01rol signs 

or light~. 
D. Illumination involving movcmcnl, or c.ausing the illusion or movement by reason 

of the lighting an-angemcm, shall not be pcmUttcd. '111is includes blinking, 
Oashin_g, or other illuminating devices that have a changing lig.ht intensity, 
brightnc~ or color. n.nd devices that resemble large l'V screens. 

13. The-intensity or brig.Inness from an illuminatc..-d sign shall not create a ncsative­
impnct on rcsidcn1ial properties as detennincd by the Zoning Inspector. 

2. llillb<>ards 
A. Such signs may only be located on a propcny adjacc1u to an officiaJly dc-sigo.atcd 

stale or federal highwa)'S. 
n. Such signs shaJI be set back from the right-of-way at least M far as the rcquirod 

front yard depth for a principal building in such districls. ln ::iddition: 
1. For every square foot by which such sig1is cxccc:.-d eighty (80) square feet, 

such setback sl1all be increased by one-half (112) foot but need not exceed a 
setback of one hundred ( I 00) Ice,. 

2. Such sisns located at the intersection of any state or federal highway with a 
major of Sl-C:Ondt,r)' s1reet the setback shall nol be less 1han rive hundred (500) 
feet from the establishment right-of-\vay of each such higbwuy or street 

3. Such signs shall not be less than two hundred (200) feet from the in1erscc1ion 
of any county or township road with any other public roodv,-ay. 
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4, Such signs ,shall not be pennincd wi1hin I 00 feet of a residential IOl line. 
5. Such sign shall not be pcrmiucd within 500 feci of a residential slrucmrc. 
6. Such s-isn shall not be J>ermittcd within 300 feet of a parcel containing any 

public parkways, public square or emmncc to any public park. public or 
parochial school. library. church, or similar institution. 

7. Such signs shall not exceed 672 sf in area ( 14':<48") 
8. Such signs shall not exceed 1he maximum height pcm1issiblc in the underlying 

:,.,onins di.s1ric1. Where no ma."imum heigh1 is specified the maxiotum height 
shall be lhirty feet (measured from the ground to top of structure). 

9. Such signs urc not pcrmiued in any '' R" districts. 
I 0. Only 1,vo such signs are allowed per parcel. 
11. Such signs l'nust be at least 1,250' a.pan. 

3. Public Areas 
A. No sign shall be pcm1ittc<i to be placc.-d on any curb. sidewalk, pos11 pole. hydrant. 

bridge, u-cc, or other surface locatod on public propc11y nor over or across any 
street or public thoroughfare. cxecp1 as may otherwise be authorized by 1his 
Article or as follows: 
1. A blade sign attached 10 a building may projec-t a inaxianum oCth.rcc foot over 

a public sidewalk. if1hc lowest part of the sign is at least eight fCe1 above the 
sidewalk surface. 

2. Public signs erected by or on bch.ulf of a govcm.mcnlitl body 10 post legal 
notices. identify public property. convey public informa1ion, :;md direct or 
regulate pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

3. A bus stop sign erected by a public transit company. 
4. Signs of u public utility regarding ilS poles. lines, pipes, or facilities. 
5. Subdivision idcn1ific.a1ion .signs located in a boulevard if it is demons1ru1cd the 

sign will not adversely obstroct a driver's or pcdcstrian·s view. The placement 
will be subje<:110 review by tJ1c BZA and the Couilly. 

6. Emergency warning signs erected by a governmental agency. a public agency. 
a public mility coinpany, or a contractor doing aulhorizcd or pcm1ittcd work 
within the public right-ol"-wny. 

4. Colors 
A. No more than five colors may be used per sign. 
B. J-'or the purpose of this S-1:ction, black shall be considcr<..-d u color. 
C. Neon and nuoresccnl colors nre prohibited. 

S. I .cncring Style.-; and Sign CovCl"'dS,C 
A. No more than two lc11cr style.~ are pc.-1nincd per sign. 
B. Letters may not occu1>y more 1ha11 75 percent of any sign face. 

PART 4. SIGN STAN DAROS BY TYl't: 
I. Awning Sign 

A. Awning signs arc pcm1iucd on1y as an in1cgral pan of the awning 10 which they 
ari::. pem1ancn1ly anachcd. 

0. No part of the awning sign is allowed 10 be detached from the awning. 
C. Awning sig,,s arc not permiHcd in S-1. R-1. R-2. R-3. R-4. OR IU,U·l-4. 
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J). Awning signs arc not pcnniucd IQ be intcmally illuminated. Awnings may be 
illumina1cd by a light protruding t'fom the building. it resides on if 1he light is 
directed downward, 

E. No structuml clcmen1 of an awning sign shall be located less than eight feet above 
n public walk. Where no walk is present, nm less than seven fCCl nbovc the base 
ot'thc building. 

i:~. One awning sign is allowed per building frontage. For multi-tcnanl bt1ilding.s. one 
awning sig_n is allowed per business. per frontage. That is, a building or business 
may have two uwning signs if the business is located at an inlcrscction and fronlS 
two streets. 

G. A building or l<."11an1 may not have both a building mounted sign and an awning 
sign. 

H. Av..ning signs arc only pcrmiucd over a firs:t lloor window and or door. 
I. Sig.n copy on an awning sign shall not exceed 12" in height. 

Aw'Uing Sign 

Typlc•J Awnlnr, Sign 

2. Window Signs 
A. Window signs arc not permitted in S-1, R• I, R·2. R·3. R_.4 or RMI J.4. 
n. Any interior sign localed wi1hin two feet of a wi,,dow and exposed to public view 

sha11 be considered a Window sign. 
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C. Window signs arc only pem1ined on a building·s first noor. 
0. One window sign is permitted per window. 
E. Sign area crumol c:<c<.-ed 25¾ or the to1al window area up to 36 square f<..-ct 

\Vindow Sign, --­

Sign Ar~a - - ---

Typjc11I Window Sign 

3. Pole Sign 
A. Pole sign heights. areas 31\d a.mounts vary by district. Sec Part 5. 
IJ. Pole signs may not be intcmall)' illuminated. 
C. Pole signs may be doubled sided. 
O. fooling design, inspcc1ion and wind-load calcula1ions may be rcquin..-d by the 

County. 
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4. Uuilding Mounted Signs 
A. Ouilding mounted signs arc not pcrmined in S-1, R-1, R-2. R·3, R-4 or RMI 1-4. 
B. The sig.11 copy shall only represent the primary occupanl or tenant of the building 

tha1 the building moun1cd sign is anachcd. 
C. One building mounlcd sign is .lJlowt.-d per building fron1.agc. For multi-tenant 

buildings., ot'le building mounted sign is allowed per b1.1siness. per frontage. '11lnt 
is. a building or bu.sines:. may ho.vc two building. mounted s igns if the business is 
located at an intersec1ion and fronts two srrects. 

D. A building or tenant may not have both a building mount<-d sign and an awning 
sign. 

E. Building momucd signs shall not project above the edge of the structure upon 
which it is auachcd. 

I'. Building mounted signs shall not proj,-.:t more than 12" from the stn,cture surface 
to which it is ,mached. 

G. The sign 1,m;a of a building mounted sit:µ1 shall be dc11:nnincd by muhipl)'ing 1.5 
by the building ffontagc upon which the sign will be located; howc\•cr. the sign 
area shall no1 exceed the an.-a indic;1tcd in Part 5. For mulll4 tcnant buildings, the 
portion ofa building that is owned or leased by a single tcnnllt shall be considered 
the "building•· and the sig.n arc shall be calculated based on the tenant ·s building 
fron1nge. 
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Typir:'1 bulldlng molJt'ltH! $lgn on• $lng.,.t'1n<1nt bu#difl.9 

Sign Arca 

Building or Suucw.,c 

----- . ' . 
Typical building mountH/ 6lpn on• m11lti·t&11ant building 

44 
5. Mooumem Sign 

A. Monument sign hcighls, areas and amounts vary by district. Sec Pan 5. 

8. Footing design and inspection may be required by the Cotully, 
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,: 

Monumetnt iign vari111lons 

6. Ft'(."CStnnding Signs 
A. r~rces-tanding signs are nol permitted in residential district.-.: S.t, R-l, R·2. R·3, R4 

or RMI 1-4. 
F3. The total sign area~ per side, of a freestanding sign shall be determined by 

multiplying 0.5 by the lot frontage upon which the sign will be locat<.-d; however. 
!he sign arc.a shall 001 exceed the area indicated io Pan 5. 

C. Such signs arc typically used for muhi•s ig.1H~:opy display. For singlc~ign-oopy, 
cantilever or monument signs arc recommended. 

D. Footing dcsig_n, inspection and wind-loml calculations may be required by the 
County. 

E. The p0s-1s of such signs must be aesthetically pleasing. 
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• JOO l..J~"lw" .• . .... ,.,.....~-··.a.., .. 
• , ~$ ........ ,.. • .. 

L~ndscaping ~, Base 
Sign Heigb1 

, .. 

Typk:al froosr• .nding $1gn 

7. Cantilc\'cr Sign 
A. Can1ilcvcr sign heights, area:,. and amom1ts vary by district Sec Pan S. 
D. footing design, inspection and wind·load cnlculatfons may be rc:quircd by the 

County. 
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8. Spccia.1 Structures 
A. Such Slructurcs should be located to incorp0rate an :u-chitecturc styJc into the 

sitc·s frontBgc or entry landscape. These often resemble guardhouses or carriage 
houses. 

13. Such structures shall not serve 3ny purpose 01hcr th.an sign suppon ancVor 
aesthetics. 

C. Such stnicturcs should be COI\Strucu:d of materials similar to the si1c·s building 
mate.rials, 

D. ·nc structures materials scale. and proportions arc subject to Township rcvicv., 
during pcnnitting.. 

E. Special structure:: heights and areas vary by district Sc.-e Part 5. 
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PERMANENT SIGN STANDARDS· R£SIO£NTIAL DISTRICTS 

District Monumcnl Pole cantllever """'2llll Strue1ure· 
Height: 6' Height:: 10' Height: 10' Heigh t: 20' 

Atea: JO ti Area: 10 $1 Area: 20,1 Footprint: 100 •. , 
Scttback: 25' Sotbaek: 25' Sttb•ck: 25 Setback: 35' primary, 10' seeond:iry 

Amou nl: 1/t<Uty Amount: 1/en1ry Amount: 1/enlt'y Amount: 2Jentty 

H.ecight: 6' HOiglll: 10' Htight: 10' Height: 20' 

s., Area: 30 SI Atta: 10 sf Alea: 20$1 Footp,lnt: 100 

Setback: 25' Setback: 25' Setback: ,$ Setb,1,ek: 35' primary, 10' secondary 
Amount 1/efltry Alnount: 1/e<tl.ry Amount: 1/en11y Amount: 2/ cow 

H.c-1ght: 6' Height: 10' Height: 10' Height: 20' 

R-1 
Area: JOSI Atta: 10 sr Ate111: '°" Footprint: 100' 

Setback: 25· Setback: 25' Setback: 25' Setback: 35' Pfin\8,Y. Hr $OC011dary 
Amount : 1/ont,y Amount: 11on1ry Amount: 1/ont,y Amount: 21 enlty 

Hc,lght: 8' He,lghl: 15' Helghl; ,5· Height; 20' 

R-2 
Arca: 36•1 Arca: 15 sf Area: 25$1 Footptlnt: 100' 

Setback: 25' Setback: 20' Setback: 20' Setback: 25' prum'lry, 10' $ccondolry 
Amount: Ventry Amount 11.,.,., Amount: 2/entty Amount: 2/enlly 

Hf'lght 6' H1>l9ht 15' HttJ9ht: 15' Height: 25· 

R-3 
Area: 36 ,, Area: 20 sl Area: '°'' Footprint: 100' 

S0tb.1ck: 20' Sct~clc 10" Sct~ck: 25' Setback: 25' primary, 2' sec::ondaty 
Amount: 2/<)nlty Amount: Hen!ty Amount: 2/entty Amount: :Ventry 

Height: 8' Height: 15' Hclght: ,s- He.lg.ht: 25· 

R_. A,._.a: 36&1 Area: 205' Arta: 30•' Footprint: 100' 

Setbaek: 20' Setback: 1()' Setback.: 10' Sctback: 25' pmle,ty. 2' ~IY 

Amount; 21<,ntry Amoun t 1/0l'IIJ'Y Amoun1: 2/<)nlty Amount: 2/entry 

Height: 8' Height 15' Height: 15' Height: 25" -· Area: 36 ,, Arca: 20 sf Area: 30sr Footprint; 100' 
Sol~Ck.: 20- Setback: 10' Setback: 10· Sctbacrc 2s· prim31y, 2' seoondasy 
Amount 2/enlty Amount: 1/.,.,., Amount 2/entty Amount: 2/entry 

'SPECIAL STRUCTUAE NOTE: 
Foo,lprint,: Sc:b.Kk p!fflary; StCt>a<:k MOOtld-'Y-
!loot a1ea of 1ht Jtl\lW,I,- (',w:llh • <ltOll'i) mea.1,urcd rrom e»5thg rooldway tronting &lie measw-~ fton\ pfOPOsed roaoway consttuaco 

lo •cces.s home,. 



PERMANENT S IGN ST ANOAROS - NON-RESIDENTIA L DISTRICTS 

lli5'. AwniM Vfindow Monumen1 Po~ Sida. t.loUlll • frHStandM Cantilever s--:...1 Struetwe" 
11,;gt<: •~tc:: '"'9"'- .. l"'9hl:: 25" Atta:: "" Hoig1't: .. "'"9"'' ·~ H,;gtc:: 15· 
8' from public. l" ftrxv ~ 

Size: ... Sfle: 25s, Amoort I pct Sile, ,.., 
waft,T wlo Si(e: 25 " Foot;pt~ 100' ... -Sue. Sfu: 

StU>ack: N Sclhftk. N "' SCIIHd: N Sc~c:k; N Sclb1t:k:. 25" 
8-1 ,r..._ 25%«- lrOm,go 

__, 
.. e3upt>36 s1 - 11,,,iry - ,......, Amount '"' - 1/wy 7 -- -· ....,.,, -1 1181' b.lW\ess ,..,.._ pct - 2/tnllY 

P(Wtton• ·-Heigtc ·· Height:: Hc~t .. tlclgllt: 25" Arca: 100 $1 Hdglll: N H•ght ,. '"'9" 25" ... .-1rom- 111 ftootorly Ale,: •e• Area: 25'1 ""'''""' I per Arca; 50$1 Are.: 25~ Foo~lrd 100' 
.-.1<. Tw/o -... 

Se!l>«:lt: N Sctb,¢11,; ,a "' Setback 25" ~k: ia Sc~k: is· 
Sitt: SiH: '""age B-1 17-. 251' d -

..,,.,,_ 
.wta up 10 :JS ,t """'"' 1/enfly """'"' "'""' - 1"' Amount: 1/oolry 7 

"""""' AmoYnt:: - -1 P(W b.lsinesi ! pct- "' Amount 21-..,...,.,,, llool>je 

Hclgl,t: Hclgl<: ltt;g" .. Hcigt,l 25' ,.., 100$1:: lieighl .,. - .. Hc;g,,t i,· ........... 1111 lloor onty 

"''" '&$1 AIU. 1S'1 - '"' Art~: 100~ Ate.a. is• Foocpr.,_I 100' '11'31t..T w/O ..... -s,,.._ Si,~ SclbM.k! 10" Sctbacie: ia "' Stt!HQ: 25" Sct~k; ,a SelMCIC 25" 
8-3 12"mM. 2.5% oC 'Wf/YJl1N fi-o<ltoge -· .rea~t>36sl 

- 2le<llry - 1....,. Amounl: 1"' - 1....,. l - ·· Amol.-lC -· ·-I per OOSM'le$$ l p(ll'wrdow "' Amount: 2/enir, ..,._ """"J' 

111dg. Mon. Sg\ 3'C3 ft, ~ fflOl.l!ltodi sign$ i$ ~ "Se!b;,c.t~: " Selbact seaindary: 
.,doly"!I 1$brlll0i<oklhgfrool3QO!.-.°""' """"' lle """''""' lrom'""'9f4>1-d-, ,,_~ ~ if(tl'I p-9P)SOd-1'9!1ld.._, CCIOSl'uded lO ,ocen 
ill~ sllQlilm in dis labia 

,. 



PERMANENT SIGN STANDARDS • NON-RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS (cont'd) 

OISI. Awnlna Wondow Monument Pole A""-, Mount• Frees1andl"" Canlilevet' SnN:ial Sttuctute" 
Height: He~: Htigl<: 8" Hei11t 20' .... 250sl\ Heigh! J5' Heig'- 1~ He;ghl 'IS 8'ton,p& 1•1bYonl)' 
wan,.,rw.tt Area: n,i ArN! 2011 """""'' '"' Aro: 120sl Arc,: 25,i roocpm1 100' ... , 

"'""" Site:. Sil• 
Set""-' J5' $,tcbad(: IU "" s,,_ 'IS Setback: IU ~b.ld:.: 'IS om,a,y, M-1 12'~ 201'0(-
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PART 6. l'ROIIIHITcD SIGNS 

The following signs and lypes of signs are prohibited in all zoning dis1ricts: 

J. Sig1'1S that have Oashing. moving. rolating. intermittent lights, signs \\ith mechanical 
devices, motion picm.re signs. or signs that give 1hc illu~ion of motion. 

2. Air acnaatcd auraction devices 

3. Roof sig"' 
4. Elcc1ronic variable message signs and reader boards 
5. Signs !hat arc harmful 10 juveniles, or of an obscene, pornographic. or immoral chaf.'l.ct<.-r, 

or which contain advertising whic-h is untruthlul 
6. Signs that emit :m audible ~<'umd 
7. Signs that resemble or may be confused whh tra.ffic signs or signals 
8. Sign!. thnt may co11ccal or divcn attention from the view or any street s-ign. signal or 

device 
9. Sign copy shall nm be attached to a motor vehicle or trailer for 1he purpose of advertisillg 

a product, service, or business location, with the intent to be used as or in lieu of a 
portable !.ign 

l'J\RT7. SJGN PERM ITS 

I. Sign Penni! Critcrin for l'cnnanenl Signs 

A. A sign permit shall be required in order to erect. move. alter, or reco!lstruct any 
p,crmancnt or temporary sign, except signs that are cxcmpl from pcm1its, i.n 
compliance with this Article. Additionol permits may be required through the Count)' 
Buildiog Deparuncm. 

U. The Township Z.oning lnspcctor shall review all sign pcm1i1 applications. Upon 
dc1e.rmining the sign applici11ion is complete, the Zo11ing Inspector will either grant 
the sign f>ennit. or deny the sign pcnuit citing sec1ions of the Code with which the 
application is inconsistent. 

C. Applicants for a sig.i1 p,em1it must submit the following infornuuion for each sign: 
I. Completed sign application acquired from the Township Zoning rnspcctor 
2. Fee 
3. Si1c Plan lndic::lling: 

a) The distance from sign 10 1he nearest public riglu-of-way 
b) Indicate an)' established linurc right-of~way 
c) Existing spot elevations at base of sign 
d) Proposed spol elevations at bl.isc of sign 
e) Indication of existing grading along adjacent stroclS and wilhin so· of 

proposed sign 
f) lndica1ion of any mounding, retaining walls, or grading associotcd wi1h the 

sign's construction. 
g) Some of the above site plan criteria may be waived for building moun1cd 

sig_ns 
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h) The Township may request a silc dis1ancc cxhibil using OOOT st:m<lards to 
dcmonslratc the propost.-d sign docs not ad\'e.rsc.ly impede the view of 
motorists 

4. Front clc\lation of proposed sign indicating: 
a) Height. width. and depth of suppon strocturc 
b) Dcscriplion of visible nuucrials 
c) Outline of sign arc.a \\iith dimensions and total :m,".a (in square feet) 
d) Sign copy including n11y logos. fo11ts, and ancillary line work 
c) Indicate if s ign is single-faced or doublc-facc.-d 
I) Color rendering of proposed sign 
g) Lighting style. type. wauage. and location. The Township may require a 

photometric smdy to demonstrate if lighl is affecting 1.1djaccnl properties. A 
separate dcctric plun for an electric. permil may be required by the Cotully. 

h) Other infonn.:nion deemed necessary by the Township JnSpc."Ctor to in.sure 1hc 
public safety. health and wclfar~ is protected. 

2. Sign Permit Criteria for Temporary Signs 

A. 1111.~ Zoning Inspector must issue a temporary sign pcrmil 1,rior lO the crcc1ion or 
conslruction of any lCmpornry sign listed below. 

0. (fa temporary sign is not removed upon expiration of the pcnnil, the Zoning 
Inspector shall initiate the immediate rcmovaJ of lhc sign withotit not.ice. The sign 
sholl then become the property of the Townshi1>. Any and all costs associa1cd whh 
removing the sign shall be assessed ngains11he prope:ny. C. Temporary Sign 
Types: 
I. Subdivision Marketing Signs 

a) Such signs may be u.st."<l for the purpose of advcnising the sale of platted lots, 
sale or lease of multi-family tinits. and avnilable SpMc in a commercial 
dc,ielopmcnl 

b) Such signs shall be limited to one per s1rcc1 frontage. No more than tw·o (2) 
sign faces per s ign. 

c) Such signs sh,dl be limited to thirty-two square fee t per sign face. 
d) Such signs shall not be more than ten ( I 0) feet in height. 
e) Such signs shall not be located closc.r than 25 rect from any public right-of 

way. 
f) Such signs shall be pcm1incd for one- ( I) ye.ar. Additional tcmporar)' sign 

permits may be issued to extend the d isplay period at the Zoni11g. lnspcctors 
disc.re1ion. 

2. Banners 
a) Banoers shaJI not exceed the allowable urea for a monument sign in 1hc 

npplicablc di:,,1ric-t 
b) Banners shall not be displayed above the roofline ofan-; Strucnire. 

54 



c) Banners shall n01 have more than five colors. For lhc purpose of this Sc.-c1ion, 
blac.k shall be eoosidered a color. 

d) Ounncts shaH not be located in or over any righ1-of•way. 
c) Banners shaJI be pcnnitted for one (I) year. Additional temporary sign 

pcnnils, with corresponding fee, may be issued to extend the display period at 
the Zoning lnsp(:(:tors discrc1ion. 

I) No property shall have more than two banners per fronrn,sc a1 any one time-. 
3. Stx-ciul Event Signs 

a) Su-ch sign shall not cxe<..-cd the allowable area for n monument sign in the 
applicable district. 

b) Nm more than 1,.,.0 such signs regarding the same topic sh:tll be erected at any 
given time and loca1cd no closer than 01,c thousand reet from each 01hcr. 

c) Such signs s.hall not impede the view of mo1orists or en.sate a public ha:,.ard. 
d) Such signs shall not be illumina1c<l. 
e) Such signs sh.all not be located in or over any right--of•way. 
I) Such signs shall not be displayed for a J)Criod of more than thirty (30) days 

before the cvcni and shall be removed within forty-cigh1 (48) hours after the 
event. Additional teanpomry sign pcnnits. with corresponding foe. may be 
issued to txtcnd the display period at 1he Zoning fn.spc1.;tors discretion. 

4. Portable Sig,,s 
a) Such signs shaJI be 1>em1ittcd for not more than 30 days. two separate times. 

per year for each business. 
b) Suc.h sig.ns shall not exceed se\'c.11 feet in height or eight feet in width, 
c) Such signs shaJI not be located in any right•of•wny. 
d) Such signs shall not impede the view of motorists nor create a public hazard. 
e) Additional temporary sign pcnnits. with corresponding fee, may be issued to 

ex1c11d the display period at the Zoning f.n.spcctor·s discretion. 
5. Construction Signs 

a) Such sign copy is limited to the names of project owners, or those involved in 
the project being constnictcd or improved. 

b) S\1ch signs shall be limited to only one per building. 
c) Suc:.h signs shall not exceed (went)' (20) square ft.-et in area for a residential 

project and thiny•two (32) square feel for a non-residential project. 
d) Such signs shall not c:xccc<I four (4) feet in height for a residential proj(.'Cl and 

ten (10) fce1 in height for a non•rcsidcntiul projt.-el. 
e) Such sign shall not be loe.a1ed closer than I 5 feet from any public right-of 

way. 
Q Such signs shall not impede the view of motorists nor create a public hazard. 
s) Such signs shall be permitted only during the actual time of cons1ruc1ion snd 

shall be removed within thirty (30) days a.Rcr constructio11, 
3. Permanent Signs ExemJ)t from P<mnit 
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A permit shall not be required for the iollowing rtor should these cxcmpl s igl\s be 
included in the determination of the total ullowabtc number oi signs or 1otal allowable 
sign area ior a site: 
A. Flags of ,my nation, stutc. municip::1lity, or other political jurisdiction tha1 do no1 

exceed ten square icc1 in area, 
B. Cornerstones. commemorative tablets and historic-al sign.s that do not exceed ten 

square fee t in area, 
C. Signs bearing only a residential property address or name.'\ of occupants of residential 

premises that do not exceed one square ioo1 in area. 
I). An address sign shall be rcqui«.-d for all commcn::ial and/or residential buildings and 

is exemp1 from pcnnit. 
E. One sign on or over a window or door of a business. announcing only 1hc name of 

tC-1\anlS and dtc nature oitllc business that do not exceed lhrec square feet in area. 
F. Signs designated nofficial neighborhood watch area·· 1hat docs not exceed three 

square feel in area. 
G. Signs located 00"-site that ptovidc directions to publicly owned iatilitics or 

cmcrgcm::y facil ities 1hat d() not exceed twelve square fce1 in area. 
11. Traffic directional s igns indicati.ng poinis oi c11lry or exit to off-stn.-c1 parking. 

provided such ~igns arc not larger than six S<1utlrC foet in area. 
I. Window signs less than twenty-five (25) pcn::c11t of the window area. 
J. A s-ign(s) located i1tsidc a building that is not visible irom the exterior. 
K, Elevated signs posted 10 indicate s~ial parking loct1tions for tbc handicapped, 

imprinted with 1he iinerna1ional symbol of accessibility. 
4. Temporary Signs Exempt from Pcm1i1 

A. Temporary real estate signs for 1hc sale or lease of property do not require a permit if 
they satisfy the following: 
I. Such signs shall not exceed twelve square feet in area. 
2. Such signs shall not exceed iour feet in height. 
3. Property for sale shaJI be limited to one real est::t te sign per street frontage. 
4. "'Sold" s igns may be pc)Stcd for a pcrio<l 110110 exceed ten days . 
.S. Such signs shall not be illuminated. 
6. Sig.11.s exceeding this criterion may be aJlowcd bu1 will n.-quirc a pcnnit per Pan 

7.2. 
13. Open I louse Signs do not require a pemlit ii they satisfy lhc following: 

1. No more than three off•prcmisc din.-ctional signs shall be pcm1incd. in 
oonjmlction with a,, open house, ior no more than forty-eight consecu1ivc. hours. 

2. During the hours of 1hc open house. one additionnl sign indicating that the house 
is open will be pcmtincd on the property. 

3. Such signs shall not be illuminated. 
C. Sm3l1 :.mnotinccmcnl signs that do not exceed 1wo square fcc1 and arc oot erected for 

more than 30 days and arc 001 illuminated. 
D. Political signs do not require a pcnnit ifthcy satisfy the following: 

S6 



I. Signs arc cn.-eled for a period of ti inc not to exceed sixty days before the c1ection 
at which such candidacy; qucs1ion or issue is 10 be submined 10 voters or seventy­
two hours after the election. 

2. Signs shall not exceed four square ft"Ct in total display ~m:a. 
3. Signs sh.all not exc<."Cd four feet in height. 
4. Signs sh.all not be cn.."Cted within an)' public rigJn-oJ:.way or eascmem oor 

anachcd in an)' manner to any utilily pok. foncc or :my other structure within any 
public right-of-way and must not adversely impede the view of drivers. 

5. Such signs shall not be illuminated. 
E. Oflicial and legal notices required by a court or govcmmcnial agency. 
F. Flags, sisns and lights dearly in the nature of decorations customarily associated with 

nny national. stute, local. or religious holiday. and containing no adve.rtisemcm. 

PART 8. NON-CONFORM ING SIGNS 

1. Legal Non.conformi11g Staius 

A. J\ sign shall be considered .. Legal non•confom1ing" and will be exempt from the 
requirements or this Article if it \vtlS in existence on the date of adoption and was 
oons1ruc1cd in accordance with the requirements and other applicable law as in effect 
on 1hc <buc of its com)truclit)n, even if, by reason of its area, height, location, design, 
or construction, is not in conformance with the n.-quircmcnl.s of 1his Anicle. 

D. A legal non-confonning sign shall immediate!)' lose its legaJ non-conforming status ir 
any oft.he following is true: 
I. ·n,c sign is altered in any way (except for normaJ maintenance). 
2. The sign is relocated 
3. The sign face (except for changcabk- copy signs) is changed 
4. The sign and/or sig.i\ structure. sustains damage which requires repairs that arc in 

excess of thirty percent or the sign ·s value. 
C. Upon 1he loss oflcgal non-conforming status, a sign sh.ill be immediately brought 

into complianc.c with 1his Article by securing n new pennit or it shall be re-moved. 
2. Notifiemion ofNon-c::onformit)' 

A. Upcm the adoptio1\ of this Aniclc. the Zo1tlng Inspector sha.11 idc1llit}' all signs 1hm 
are U> be classiriOO as ··1cg.t1I n<m-c:onfom\ing" and notify their owners. 

ll. lfthc s-ign owne.r cannot be detcnnincd. a notice shall be anixcd in a conspicuous 
place to the sign or to the business premises with which lhc sig.n is nssocia1ed. 

PART 9. MA(NTeNANCE OF SIGNS 

I, No person shall maintain or pcnnil to maintain a sign 1ha1 is in a dangerous or dcfcc1ivc 
condition. Any such sign shall be removed or repaired by thf. owner of 1hc sig.n a.t the 
owner's e:<pcosc. 

2. tvcry sign alld supporting hardware. including temporary signs, s.hall be maintained in a 
sarc. and presentable manner mall times by the owner. This llll!)' include painting. 
clea1\ing, and repair or replaccmcn1 or defective pans. 
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3. Repairs to signs and suppor1ing harch\•arc shall be equal to or better in quality of 
materials and design than the origin~! sign. 

4, The Zoning lnsp<..-ctor shall «:quire C:.'-Ompliancc with all st,rndards of this Aniclc. lf the 
sign is not made to comply with adequate safely ;md maintenance s1andards. 1he Zoning 
Inspector shall require its removaJ in accordance with this Article. 

PART 10. ABANDONED SIGNS 

Abandoned signs arc a publie nuisance and cause a blighting inOucnce on nearby propenics. 

I. An aba11do11cd sign shall be any sign that meets the following conditions: A. Any sign 
that is not maintai11ed in accordance with t.his Aniclc. 
0. Any sign that rcznain.s aner the tcm1ina1ion of a business. A business shall be 

con.~idercd tcnni11ated ir it has ceased operations for at lc.ast one hundred eighty (180) 
consecutive duys. Seasonal businesses arc exempted rro111: this dctennin:uion. 

2. Upon de.1cm1ini11g a sign has been abandoned. the Zoning Inspector will m:lil u notice to 
1he owner of the sign and or 1)ropcny d«:laring the sign abandoned and advising the 
ownc-r that it must be rcmt)vcd within 1hirty days from the date of mailing the nolicc. 

3. If a person desires to appeal the abandollc<I sign designation. they musl fi le nolicc to the 
Township Roard of 7.,0ning Appeals (DZA) wilhin 10 days of receipt of the nolicc. 

4. If it is detennincd by 1hc Zoning Inspector that n sign is creating a dangerous situt11ion 
and contact c.-urnot be made wilh the sign owner. the service of a written notice shall not 
be required. In such an cmcrsency, Lhc Zo,,ing lnspC1,:tor shall ini1iate the immediate 
removal of the sign without notice. The sign shall then become the propcny of the 
Township. Any and ull costs n:;soeit1t<.-d with removing the s-isn shall be a.~c:ssed 
again.'it the propcny. 

Section S - Group l-lonu.·s 
1t is proposed 1hat group home~ urc permitted in all residential aod agricultural dis1ric1s as 

a conditional use subjf.."Ct to gcncnil conditional use requirements. an<l the following: 

l . Group home facil ities are defined as a private. residence \\·hich provides services to :1 
maximum or eight (8) unrelated persons. Residence should be restricted to a ma.xi mum of 
two (2) persons per bedroom exclusive of the bedroom needed for 1hc rc.sidtnt 
careprovidcr. 

2. Group homc.s which contain one 10 eight ( 1-8) residents, exclusive of 1he careprovidcr(s), 
shall be operated by a resident/owner of 1hc home. The lot shall be the same si1.c or 
inaybc larger than the lot s ize required in the "A·· and ·•R'' District within whkh it i~ 
locmcd. 

3. All group homes must be licc1iscd by lhc appropriate s-1atc or county licensing agency 
(examples arc Obio State Ocpanmcnl of Mental Health. Ohio State Department of 
I luman Scrvic.cs, Wood Couiny I lcalth J)cpanrncnt. etc.), 
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4, Public utilities of sewer aod water should be provided where possible. ln non-sewer 
areas. appropriate approval shaJI be obtained from 1he Wood County 13oilt'd of I lc-ahh or 
the Ohio Environmental Pro1cc1ion Agency. 

5. The proximicy and 11aturc of the group home to the surrounding area shall be considered 
in dctcnnining the l'Casibility of the location or the conditions of approval. To miniini~.c 
concentration of group homes wi1hin a township, a distance scpura1ion between group 
homes shall be one (1) mile in non-sewer areas of lhc township. In the dcvclo1xxl sewer 
areas, group ho1ncs may be located no closer than one-fourth (1/4) mile of each othe.r. 

6. The owner should maintain a planned continuing contact with the adjac~nl residents and 
as necessary with the neighborhood with respect to operation of the faci lity. An 
awar,mess and acceptance of the group home al\d ils residents shall bca goal. A report of 
activities n11d any incidents may be f'C(1uircd as a c.ondition of approval, or subs...'quent 
lhcre 10, by 1hc township. 

7. Residential care facil ities which contain greater thal\ eiglu (8) persons is defined as an 
institution. 

Section 6 - Trnnspor1:.1tion ft""or Hirt 
I, Transpomuion-for-hirc business with not more than one commercial vehicle or 1railer 

may be located in an .. A" or ·•R'· district so long as the busine.~ is operated from n parcel 
wlth aJ1 owner/operator single family dwc11ing. 

2. Any transporwtion•for•hirc business with 1wo (2) or more vehicles andfor trailers musl be 
located in a commercial district. 

3. Any transporw.tion•for•hire business wherever located in tJ,c mwnship must meet the 
following roquiremc11ts: 
1\ . Pans, tire and other vehicles supplies shall be stored in an enclosed building. 
B. The drive Md parking surface area slmll be graveled or paved and shall be within the 

established setbacks. The parking area shall have a minimmn dimension of1cn by 
l\1/Cnty•live ( 10:<25) fee t for each vehicle and ten by sixty ( 10:<60) feet for eac.h 
trailer. 

C. No more than one building or Slructure associated with the transponatioo .. for•hirc 
blL<;iness shall be located on the property. The ma.\:ilnum Ooor area of such building 
or stn.1c1ure shall not c~c<.-cd one thousaod square foct or onc•third the living area of 
the single family dwelling on the premises whichever is greater, 

4. This provision docs not appl)' 10 the follo\ving: 
A. Vehicles: and trailers liecnS(.-d as agricultural vehicles or trailers which are an integral 

part of onsitc asricuhural bU$iness. 
l3. Buildings or struc1urcs of, or tJ1e use of lhc land by, a person engaged in the 

1ransportation of fam1 .supplies 10 1hc. farm or fann producL,; from form to markc1 or 10 

food fabricating plants; 
C. fofrcqucm short term 1>arki11g of a commercial vehicle or trailer ror the delivery or 

goods 10 a ptcinises ror use on 1hc premises ,rnd 
0. The delivery or moving of goods 10 or from a dwelling wtit. 
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ARTICLE XV - MANU FACl'URED. MOBILE OR MODULAR IIOUSING 

Section I Pl:u:c_mcnt ~,r Manu(:u:-turcd llomt-~'i 

J, Manuracturcd homes shall be pcm1iued in either an established 
rna.nufactured home park or 01anufac1ured home subdivision, 

2. Manufocu.ircd home: p.1rk.s and manufactured home subdivision may be 
pcnniuc.d in a11 "R-2" District, but only with a conditional use 
pennil granied by the Board of Appe.'IIS, 

3. One (I) manufactured home p<r farm, forty (40) acres or more may 
be penniued as a conditional use by the Board of Appeals. The 
loc:ition o f such pcm1ittcd manufactured home shall be in 
:tccordunce with !he yard requirements specified for rcsideniial 
uses in .. R-1" District. 

4. A mn.nufacturc:d home used for tcmp0rary living <1uarters, or Storage 
or material or equipment in conjunction with cons1ruction work only 
,nay be permiued in any distric1 during the period that lhe construction 
is in progress. Such permitted use shall be conditional and requires 
approval by 1hc 7..oning Board or Appeals and shall expire upon 
completion of 1he construction work. Permits for such u.sc shall be for 
one year and will require renewal for continued use. A copy of the 
signed contract 10 build the new home and proof of a building loan 
must be pro..,ided. 

5. No porch, canopy, patio roof, room. structure for storage. or other 
addition, may be auached to a manufacwred home unless of a 
material or type of constructfon specifically dC$igned and appro..,ecl 
by o licensed professional engineer. 

6. A manufaccurcd home meeting the rcquiremcnls of 3781.10 O.R.C. 
may be pl8ced in any districl which permits single-family dwelling (s) 
providing all matters regarding lot s ize, setback and other provisions 
of this Resolution are maintained. "Jndustcil'llized lllli!1" meeting the 
requirements of !his sec1ion mnsl be lic.""Cnscd by che Stace of Ohio with 
n letter of certification. A copy of said lettet of cenificmion shall be 
1-equired at the time a zoning permit is requcs1cd :is evidence of meeting 
the 1e<JL1ircmen1S of 3781.10 O.R.C. 



Section 2 - Mnnufac1urcd Home Pnrk Req uirements 

General Rc.quircmcnts • Manufactured home parks sholl be 
Constructed pursuMt to the Rules oft.he Ohio Oepartmem or Health. 
Public Health Council, Mobile Home Parks. Chapter 370 I •27. In 
addition, manufactured home pa.rks shall comply with 1hc following: 

I. A manufactured home park shall have a public water and sewer 
system and/or on the site water nnd wastewater treatment sys1cm 
acceptt1.blc 10 the Ohio EPA, Wood County Health Departinent or 
other .i.pproving agency of the Staie of Ohio or Wood County. 

2. A manufoctured home park shall be developed on a site or not less 
than 10 acres. lndividual sites within a park shall be developed 
with sites having 5,500 square feet, including a minimum width of 
thiny (30) feet pet manufactured home being served. This 5.500 
square rec.t may be reduced by twenty (20) pcrccnl provided 1ha1 
the individual si1e $hnll be equal to at least 4,400 squilrC rec.. 
for each square foot lost t.hrough 1hc reduction or t.he site below 
5.SOO squnrc feet. at least an equal amounl of land shaJI be 
dedicated .lS open space. 

3. The minimum setback for a pork shall be fifty (50) feet from a 
Public right--Of-way. The manufoeturtd home shnll be placed on 
1hc Sile so a 10 comply with Lhe following.: 

(a) Each manufactured home shall be placed upon the manufactured 
home siie so as to provide no less than fifteen (15) feet 
between the side of one m:i.nufacturcd home and the side of another, 
fifteen ( IS) feet between the end of one manufacturc-d home 
and ihe side of another. and ten ( l 0) feet between the end of 
one manufactured home and the end of another. In computing 
these disw~e requirements, :m au~iliary room or similar 
accessory con,tected 10 the manufactured home shall be 
considered as pan or the manufactured home. A temporary 
porch or canopy which is open on two or more sides shnll not 
be considerod as pa.rt of the manufactured home. 

(b) No ponion of any manufactured home, its appurtcnitoce.~ or 
parking space shall be located on a manufactured horne site so 
as 10 be closer than fi~ecn (15) (ce1 10 a roadway boundiiry, 
or twenty-five (25) feet to a manufac1urcd home park boundary 
or property line. 
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4. All manufactured home spacc.s shall ubut a driveway of not less 
than twenty (20) feet in width, which shall have unobstructed 
access to a private or public street. 

5. All lnnd in u manufoc1ured home pMk shall comprise 3 sing.le 
parcel. Public thoroughfare.~. except extensions or local and 
col!ec1or streets proposed a~ pan or a manufactured home site 
plnl. shall not bisect or divide a manufactured home park 10 
avoid unw:i.rranted public iraffic from traveling through the park. 

6. Each manufactured home within a mnnufoctured home park shall 
c.-oma.in a complete ba1hroom, including flush toilet. kitchen 
faci lities, sleeping accormnoda1ions and plun'lbing and electrical 
connec1ions. Travel ttailers, motor homes and other recreational 
vehicles shall 001 be occupied in a mobile home park. 

7. All areas not used for access. parking, circulation, buildings 
and services shall be completely and permanently landscaped and 
the entire Sile mainlaincd in good condi1ion. 

SECflON 3 . MANliFACrURED HOME SUBDIVISION 

·n,e manufacrnred home subdivi$ion is intended as an area chiefly 
designed for i.inglc ra.mily manufacwred and modular homes alutehed 10 
a pcnnancn1 continuous foundiuion ns well as other buildings crtcted, 
arranged. intended or designed 10 be used for 01\e.single family 
dwelling. Rcla1cd community focilitics, including churches. 
kindergartens, schools, public playgrOt.1nds, ~nd public parks sh.all be: 
ptrmitted. a~ well as a.ny building or permanent i;truc1·ure within a 
mru\ufacturcd home subdivision to be used exclusively co provide 
accessory services for residents of sojd mrun.1foe1urcd home subdivision 
such as. but not limited to. a recreational facilify. 

Manuracrnrcd home subdivisions shall be cons1ructcd put$uan1 10 
The Subdivision Rules am.I Rcguhltions of Wood Coun1y, Ohio. In 
addition, manufactured home subdivisions shall comply with the 
folfowing: 

I. Jn a m:mufocturcd home subdivision a manufactun:d home, modulnr 
home, single-family dwelling or any 01her principal building 
shall be si1uated on a lol of 110 le!.~ 1h::111 seven1y-1wo hundred 
(7,200) square feet in an area and each manufactured home or 
single family dwelling shall have a minimum nee Ooor area for 
living quarters of seven hundred twenty (720) square feet. 

2. f.ach dwelling, m::mufactured home. modular home, or princi1>al 
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building in a rnanufac1urcd home subdivision shall be designed to 
meet the following critc.ria. 

(a) 1t shall contain cilhcr a basement of ul )ea.st two hundred 
eighty-eight (28-8) .c:qua_re feet. a garage of at least rwo 
hundred eigh1y~igh1 (288) square feel, or a permanently 
constructed storage building containing al least one hundred 
square feet and attnchcd to a permanent continuous foundation 
in compliance with the Wood County Building Code. Each 
garage or storage building shall be designed compatible with 
the principal building or m.nnufoctured home. The Zonjng 
Inspector shall determine whether a design is compatible. 

(b) All roofs shall be double pi1ched a, leas, three (3) fee< 
vertical for twelve ( 12) feet horizontaJ or greater and 
covered with material that is residential in appearance. 
including but not limited to, approved wood, asphalt. 
composition or fiberglass shjngles but excluding corrugated 
aluminum, co1TUgated fiberglass or me1~1 roofing. 

( c) The exterior siding shall have a dull finish. not a high 
gloss finjsh, and shall be residential in appearance, 
including but nOl limited fO: brick, Stone, $lUCCO, 
clapboard, simulated clapboard .such as conventional vinyl or 
metaJ siding. wood shingles, shakes or similar m~ncrial; but 
excluding smooth, ribbed, or com1ga1cd metal or pla,;tie 
panels. 

(d) Each dwelling, principal building. manufactured home or 
modular home shall be designed so that it has a front 
cnimnce and front fa~ade facing upon a public strcc.t. 

3. The minimum lot front:ige and setback requirements for each 
dwelling, manufactured home, modular home. or other principaJ 
building in a manufactured home subdivision, shall be in 
accordance with the: lot frontage and setback requirements of a 
one(I) family dwelling in an "R•I" District. 

4. A manufac1urcd home subdivision shall have a public water and 
sewer system a1\d/or OJ\ s ite water and wastewater 1reatmen1 system 
accep1ablc to the Ohio EPA. Wood County HcaJth Dcp~1nmcnt or 
01her approving ogency of the S1a1t: of Ohio or Wood County. 



ARTICLE XVI . CONDIT IONAL USf: l•ERMIT 

Section I • Permits i;-or Conditional Use~ 

·111c following uses may be pcrmiucd only by 1hc Board of Zoning Appeals, In 
accordance wi1h lhc procedure described in SECTION 2 of 1his aniclc: 
I. Airpon or afrcrafl land field 
2. Cownry club or golr course 
3. Lodge or private club 
4. Outdoor theater 
S. Golf driving range 
6. Radio or T.V. Lransmiuing tower 
7. Commercial recreational facilities 
S. Manufactured or mobile homc,s as provided in ARTICI.E XV 
9. Non-commcrci.al rccremional lacilitics su<:-h as race tracks. drag strips 
10. Rock. stone. gravel, sand. clay. tOJ) soil or mi11etal cxtf"JCtion. 
11. Oil and gas wells 
12. Ponds for rccretuion or any other personal or public use 
13. Group homes 
14. Commercial shooting. ranges. hunling clubs., gun clubs 
15. Commercial rec.rca1ional fac.ilities. 
16. Mul1iple<l\\'Cllings 

Seetion 2 - Procedure 

All rcquesls for conditional use pcnnits shall be reviewed by the Board of Zoning 
Ap~ds within the same time Jim.its as set fo11h in Sections 519.14 and 519.15, ORC for 
hearlllg appeals. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals may rc<1uirc soch supporting infom1at ion. maps 
and sketches from the applicam as it deems m .. -ecssa()' to review in order to reach a 
decision, 

If the Board of Zoning Appeals finds the requc:sl reasonable and that the use 
would be: consiS1cnt with the spirit, purpose and intent of this Resolution. and will not 
subsmntially injure the appropriate use of neighboring property and v,111 generally serve 
the public convenience ,rnd wclfore of the 
Township it may grant the pcm1i1 including imposition of conditions of the tL<;;C. 
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ARTICLR XVII - Wl"ND T URBINE IU;G Ul, ATIONS 

Section I - Purpose 
Plain Township r<.-cognizcs the imponancc of clean. sustainable and renewable 

energy sources, To dun end, Plain Township pcnnits the use ofrcsidc111ial wind turbines 
w1der lhc following rcsulations 10 en.sure th-c safory and welfare of the 10,vnship res.idcnl~ 
is met. 

I. Pro1ec1 residential and ag:ricu1tura1 areas from potential ad\fcrsc impact of wind 
turbine generators 

2. Pc-nnit wind turbine generators in selected arc.as by on-site rcsidcntiaJ, 
commercial, or industrial use.rs, subj<.-cl to l1lc tcnns, conditions. and provision.~ 
hereof" 

3. Ensure the public heahh. wclt:'lre, and sarety of the Township's residents in 
connection with wind h,1.rbine generators and 

4. Avoid potcmial damage 10 real aod persona] property from the ,,~nd lurhine 
gencratorS or onemomc1cr i<)wl!rs or the fai lure or such stnieturcs and related 
operations. 

Section 2 • Ocfinitiuni 
For the purposes of the regulations of residential use of wind turbine generators. The 
following definitions and phrases arc used in this article and ate also de.fined in Anick· V. 

Accessory Stru<:1urcs: Structures :,uch a:. she.xi!>, storage sheds. pool hot.1$c.'S. unattached 
garages. and bams 

Anemometer: An instrument that measures the force and directjoo of thf v.,ind. 

Clt:;ur Fall Zone;: An ,1rca surrounding the wind turbine unil into which th(: turbine and/or 
turbine comPoncnts might fa ll due to inclcmcnl weather. poor mainlcnauec, faulty 
construction methods. o r any olhcr condition cau.sing turbine failure thal shall remain 
un()bSlructcd and confin<:d wi1hin the propcny lines of the primary pared where the turbine 
is l()Cated a1, the p urp0se being 1ha1 if the turbine should fall or 01herwisc bc.-comc damaged. 
the falling s1ruc-turc ,,~II )JC' eonlin<.-d 10 1hc primary parcel and will not fa ll onto dwellings, 
any habitable structures, and will n<H in1nide onto u neighboring property. 

Cow)jpg: A streamlined removable meta] that covers the turbine ·s nacelle. 

Decibel: A unit of relative loudness equal to 1<.-11 l imes lhe common logarithm of the nuio 
of two readings. For sou11d. the decibel scale runs from 1..cro for the lcas:t perceptible: $0und 
10 130 for souJHI that causes pain. 

65 



Nacelle: A separJtC s trci,mlinod metal enclosure 1hat covers the essential mechanical 
components of the turbine. 

Primurv Structure: For each propc."'11y. the structure 1h31 one or more pcNlons ocet1py the 
majority of time. on that property. for either business or personal reasons. Primary 
structures include structures such as residences, commercial buildin.gs. hospitals .. and day 
care facilities. Primary st.ructurcs exclude stru<::turcs such as hunting sheds, storage sheds, 
pool houses, un.auachcd gamges, and barns. 

Prpfcssiom1I Eo&inc:cr: A qualified individtLSI who is licensed as a r~rofcssional Engineer 
in the State of Ohio. 

Wi11d Power Turbi11e Owner: The pc.rson or persons who owns the Wind Turbin,c 
stm<:tun.:. 

Wjnd Power rurbinc Tower: 'J11e support structure 10 which the turbi11e and rotor are 
attached. 

Wind Power Turbine Tower J lcirull: 1'he distance from the rotor blade at its highest point 
to the top surrace of the Wind 1'0\1,-·er Cicnemting Facility (WPCiF) foui1dation. 

Scclinn 3 • ncgulations 
I. Wind turbines shall be n permiued use in aU distric1s under the following 

conditions: 
A. ·111c maximum height of any turbine shall be I 2S"fl. For purposes of this 

particuhlr 1.oning item, maximum height shall be considered the totnl height of 
1hc turbine system including the tower. and the maximum vertical height of 
the turbine's. blades. MaxinlUm height therefore shall be calculated by 
measuring the length of a prop at rna.ximum vcr1ical rotation 10 the base of the 
towe.r. 

13. Setbacks: the following shall apply in regards t◊ ~etbacks 
I. Any turbi1tc erected on a parcel of land will nc.-cd to establish a "clear fall 

zone" from aJI neighboring property line.Ii, a:;. well as any habitable 
st.ructures on the patcel intc11dcd for the turbine and any overhead utility 
lines. A turbine will need to be erected and placed in such a manner th.at if 
it were to fall. whatever direction the fbH occurs would be contained solely 
on 1hc propcny where the turbine is focu1cd at, and would no1 strike any 
.structure including the primary dwelling. and any habitable structures.. 

2. Clear Fall 7.one shall be a minimum or turbine unit htight x 1.1. 
3. Any turbine erected shall be erected behind the required front yard setback 

for each district. 
C. Maintenance 



I. Wind Lurbincs musl be maintnincd in good working order, 1'urbincs that 
become inoperable for more than 24 mon1hs must be rcmoV<..-d by the 
ownc.r with.in thirty (30) days of issuance of zoning violation. Removal 
indudcs removal or all apparatuses, supports. and or other lmrdwure 
associated with the exis ting turbine. 

D. Decibel Levels 
I. All units shall operate within a decibel range not to exceed 70 decibels. 

This information shc1II be included in the engineering rcpon described 
below in S<.-ction II of this document. This infonmuion shall be obtained 
from the mrmufac1urcr of the mrbine. and all decibel readings.= if 
necessary, shall be taken from lhc nearest neighboring propcny. If 1csting 
ofd<.-cibcl readings becomes necessary. it will be done at Property owner's 
expense. 

E. Wiring and Elcetrical Apparatuses 
1. All wires and electrical ap1Xtratuscs associaicd wi1h the opcm1ion or a 

wind turbioc unit shall be loc-.at<.-d underground. 

Section 4 • Permits 
1. A penni1 shall be n.-quired before construction can commence on an individual 

wind turbine system. 
2. As part of the pcm,i1 proc<.-ss. the applicant shall inquire with the Wood CoUJllY 

Planni,,g Commission ns I () whether or no! addi1ional height restrictions arc 
applicable due to the unit ·s location in rchuion to the Wood County Airport. 

3. Applicant shall 1hcn provide the Township Zoning lnspeclor with the following 
items and or infommtion when applying for a permit: 
A. Locatio,, of all public:: and private i1irports in relation to the locntion of 1hc 

turbine, as well as any ap1>licablc FAA restrictions that may be applicable to 
the turbine. 

8. An engineering repon that shows: 
1. The total size and height of1hc tulit 
11. The lOUtl si.z.c und depth of the unit's concrete mounting pad, iii. 

A list and or depiction of all safC-ty measures l11at will be on the 
unil including antielimb devices, groundi11g dc,1ices, and lightning 
protcc1ion, 

iv. Data specifying the kilowatt size Md gencr.uing capacity of the 
panicular unit. 

v, The maximum decibel level of1he parlicular unit. ·n,is i11formf11ion 
must be obtained from the manufac1urcr of the turbine unit 

C. A Sile drawing showing the location or the unit in relation to existing 
structures on the property, roads and other public right of ways. and 
neighboring properties, 

0. Evidc:11cc of"clcar fall ,.one'' with manufac::1urcr's n.:commc.:ndutions musl be 
attached 10 the cngin<.-cring report. 
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E. A mainlcmmcc schedule as ,vcll as a dismantJing plan that outlines how the 
unil will be dismvm1c.-d shall be rcqufrcd as J>an of the permit. 

ARTI CLt; xv111 . A DMINISTRATION 

Section I • 7...oning lns1>,rc1or 

ENFORCEMENT BY WHOM; ·n,c position of Township Zoning Inspector is 
hereby c~:itcd and he is hereby designated and authorized to enforce this resolution. 111c 
Town:-.hip Zoning Inspector. and such assistants as may be de1cm1incd necessary shall be 
appointed by. and serve at the pleasure or, the Board ofTo,\11Ship Trustees and sholl 
receive such compensation as the Board of Township Trustees may provide. 

Se.('lion 2 . Pl:\1it, M11os And Dcscripriun.i; 

Each application IOr a zoning permit shall be accompanied by a plat, map or 
comprehensive descriplion.s. in duplicmc. drawn to scale. showing 1hc actu81 dimensions 
of the lot to be buih upon, the size of1he building 10 beerec.1cd. rceonstnu;tcd or 
structurally ahcrcd, rutd such 01he.r inronnation as shall be necessary to provide for the 
cnfotcemcnt of 1his resolution. A careful record shall be kept of all such a1>plic,11ions.. 
m.ips or oomprchcnsivc descriptions, in the office of the ·1·ownship Zoning lnspe<:tor or 
the office of the Board of Township Trust~cs. 

Section 3 - Zoning C$rfificare (Permit) 

1. Before construc1i,1g, locating, reconstrueting. changing 1hc use or. or altcrirtg the 
outside dirnensions of any siructurc. applications shall be made to the 1ownshi1, 
zoning inspector for a zoning certificate. The application shall indic.ate the cxoc1 
location of lhc proposed constn1ction. addition, alteration or change of use and 
shnll inchidc a plot plan, plans and specifications showing the proposed location 
aod dimensions. and lhc proposed use, all of which shall be included in the 
permanent record of the appliea1ion. Within ten ( 10) days aflcr receipt o(the 
applic.ation, the zoning inspector shaJI issue a :,,..oning certificate if the. propose,d 
con:;truction, alterations, or change of use by applications complies with 1hc 
requirements of this resolution, and 1hc application is accompanied by the 
proper fee, or shall refuse the same ir i1 docs nol comply. 

2. Every 7,(ming ccnificatc shall state that the building or the proposed use of the 
building or land complies wilh all provisions of law. A record of all zoning 
certificates shall be kept on fi le in the office of Lhe Zoning Inspector or his agent. 
and copies shall be fumished on request t() any rcrson having J>roprictary or 
tenancy in1crcst in the building or land nffccled. 
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3. The r.oning ccnificate mus1 be posted on the premises before work is started. and 
so positio1tcd to be read from 1hc outside of 1hc building or structure 

4. AJI 1.oning pcnnits iss,1ed in Plain Twp. arc valid for one (I) year measured from 
date of pcnnit issuance. If lhc 7.cming pemtit expires before commcncemcnl of 
subsw.111ial work on the s1n1cturc. the applicant must re-apply to the Plain Twp. 
Zoning lnspcclor for a new pcnnil and tomply with any thangcs in the zoning 
rcgula1ions in cffc.-ct. 

St(tion 4 • Ftl" For Zoning Ctrtificar~" 

I. Each applica,111 shall pay a fee prior to the issuance of a zoning permil as established 
form time to time by Resolu1ion adopted by the Plain Township Board of Trustees. 

2. TI1c Zoning Inspector shall ronhwith deposit all fees with the Township Fiscal 
Officer, who shall credit such recs to the credit of 1he Oener.11 Revenue Fund of the 
·rownship. 

3. Every zoning eenificatc shall require 1he applic3nl lO cenify that the building or the 
proposed use of a buildint or land cornplit-s with all provisions oflaw. A record of 
all loning ccnrncates shall be kept on Jile in 1hc Onicc or the TQwnship Trustc.-cs. 

ARTICLE XlX • PENALTIES 

I. In accordance with Section 519.99 Qr the Ohio Revised Code. any person 
firm or corporation violating 1his resolution. or any regulation. provision or 
amendmc-nl thcr~to shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
convitlion thereof shall be fined not more t1mn fh1e hundred dollars ($500.) 
for each offense. Each and every day there is a viola1ion of thc~,;c re.solutions, 
may be dccme.d a separate oflCnse. 

2. In caw any building is or is proposed to be locmcd1 erected, rccons.truc1cd, 
enlarg1,,-d, changed. ma.intnincd, or used. or any h'u\d is, or is proposed 10 be 
used in violation of law or of this resolution or any amendment 1hcrcto, 1hc 
l.3onrd of Township Trustees. the Prosccu1ing Attorney of this County, the 
Township Zo1ting Inspector or any adjacent or neighboring propcny owner 
who would be <.-specially damaged by such violation in addition to other 
remedies provided by law. may instilutc in_junction. mandamus. abatcmem 
or any other appropriate action, actions or proceedings 10 prevent, enjoin, 
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abate or remove such unlawful location. erection. conslruction. 
recons1ruction. enlargement. change. maintenance or use. 

ARTICLF. XX - VALIJ)JTV 

Each s<.~tion, sub-section. provision, requirement, ti:gula1ion or restriction. 
established by this resolution ot any amendment thereto is hereby dt.,'Chircd 10 be 
independent, and the holding of any pare to be unconstitutional. invalid or ineffective 
for any case shaJI not arfc-ct nor render invalid the resolution or amendments thereto as a 
whole or any part thereof exeepl the particular pan so declared 10 be invalid. 

ARTICJ.t: XXI -ZONING COMMISION 

See1io11 I - Outit!I Of Zoning Commi.-.~in_n_ 

For the purpose of this Resolution the Zoni11g Commission shall have the 
following duties: 

I. i>rcparc and adopt land use plrms ior the unincorpcm1tcd tcrrilory oi"lhc T0\\11Ship 
2. Rc\1icw and/or initiate and review all proposed amendments 10 this Zoning 

R<.-solution and make rt.-co,nmcndation.s 10 1hc Board ofTown~hip Trustees 
3. Review Planned Unit Ocvclopmcn1 Preliminary Plans and make 

recommendations to 1he Board ol"fownship Trus1ecs and approve Planned Unit 
Development Final Plans 

4. Review aod approve Site Plans and 
5. Make an analysis and present a rcpon 011 any mailer before the Board of Zoning 

Appeals 

Section 2 - Oroani:t.,Hion And ProtMurtii 
I. Membership 

·111cre is hcrcbycrc:ttcd a Plain Towns.hip Zoning Commission offi\'c(S) mcmbc-rs, 
who shall be app0in1cd by the Township ·rrust<.-cs. Members shall be rcsid<.-nl.S of 
the unincorporated area of 1hc Township included in the area zoned. 
A. Terms 

The 1cm1s of each n,cmbcr shall be five (5) years beginning January P1. except 
that the tcnn of the original mcml:x·-rs .shnll be of such length ru1d so arranged 
that the tcnn of one successor is app<.>intcd ;md quolilicd each year. Each 
member shall serve until 1he member's successor is appointed and qualified. 

il. Alternatives 
'Ille Board of Township Trus1cc.-. ina)' appoint one :iltcrnatc member to the 
township Zoning {;()mmis..'.ion, for tcn11s to be dctcnnincd by the Township 
Trustees. An altemu1ivc member shall take the place of an absent regular 
member al a.ny m<.--cting of the township Zoning Com.mission. An altcm:11e 
member shal l meet 1hc s:imc membership cri1cria as .:1 rcguJar member. When 
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attending a meeting on behalf of an absent member, 1hc altc-nt.alc member 
may vote on any inaner on which the abscn1 mc,nbcr is au1hori:tJ.~ to vote. 
Each alternate member sh.all serve until the member's successor is appointed 
and qualified. 

C. \f acancics and Removal 
Vacancies shall be filled by 1hc Ooard of Township Trustees and shall be for 
the rcspcclivc unexpired tenn. Members or the Zoning Commission shall be 
removable for nonperformance of du1y, misconducl in office. or other cause 
by the board. upon written charges being filed with the bo,lrd, allcr a public 
hearing has been held regarding such cha~cs. and nflcr n copy of the charges 
has been served upon the me1nbcr so charged at least ten (10) days prior 10 the 
hearing. either personally. by regisu:-red mail, or by leaving such copy at 1he 
member's usual place of reside.nee. l11e member shall be given an opportunity 
to be heard and answer such charges. 

2. Officers 
A. The Zoning Commission shall organize a,inually and elect a Chairperson nnd 

Vice-Chairperson Secretary from its membership. 'l'hc Township Board of 
Trustees may appoint a Secretary 10 sc.-rve the Township Zoning Commission. 
The Commission sha11 adopt rules as may be necessary to carry into cm.-ct the 
provisions of this Resolution and to exercise the powers and juri:;diction 
eonrerrcd upon i1 by the Resolution. 

R. The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings of 1he Commission. and decide 
on all points of order and procedure unless otltcrwisc directed by a majority of 
1hc Commission. 1'he Chairperson may appoint c.orurniu~s deemed necessary 
10 carry out the business oftJ1e Cornmissioo. ·111e Chaifl)Cr:;on may administer 
oaths, 

C. The Vicc-Clmirpcrson shaJI serve in the absence of the Chairperson and shall 
have all the powcts of the Chairperson during an absence, disability or 
disqualific.at ion. 

D. ·111e Secretary shall keep l'ninu1cs of all meetings nnd shuU be responsible for 
nil official eorrcspondc11cc of the Commission. ·11,e Socreta.ry's signature shall 
be the official signature of lhe Commission and shall appear on all decisions 
as dircc1ed by the Commissio11. 

3. Proceedings of the Zoning Commission 
·inc Commission shall adop-t rules necessary 10 1he conduct or its uffairs in 
kocping wil1l the c-011duet of its affair-sin k,-cping, wi1h the provisions of this 
Resolution. Mcc1ings shall be held at the call of the Chairperson and at such other 
times as the Commission may determine. All showing the vote or each 1nc.mbcr 
upon each <1uc:stion. or ifnbscnt or fail ing to vote, i1idicating such fact, rand shall 
kc.-cp records of its examinations and other official ac1ions all of which shnll be a 
public record and filed in the office of the Commissioner. 
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ARTJ CLf. XXII - BOARD OF ZO NING APPEALS 

Section I • Ore:1nizM ion And Proc.-cdurcs 

I. "Membership'" - There is hereby crca1cd a Township Board or Zoning Appeals of 
five (5) mcmbc~. who shall be rcsidcnls or1hc unincorporated area of1bc 
Township included in lhc area 7..oncd ·n1c tcnns or each member shall be five (5) 
years, beginning January P". csccJ>t that the terms of the origin.a) members shall be 
of such length ai1d so arranged that 1.hc tcnn of (I) mc-rnbc-r will expire c.ach year. 
f:.ach member shall serve until his !iUCCCSSOr is appointed and qualified. Vacancies 
shall be filled by 1hc Doard of Trustees and shall be for the respective un-cxpircd 
1cm1. The Zonin,g Board of Appc.als. likc the Zoning Hoard, may appoim up 10 two 
(2) alternate members 10 serve in circums1anccs ,-.•hen one or more regular board 
members are ·unable to attend n meeting. Said nhcmatc will have full voting 
privileges. 

2. Hearings, Rules, E1c .• The hearings or the Board of Zoning Appeals ~hall be 
public-. I lowcver, the IJoard may go into executive session for discussion bt1t not 
for vole on any case before it. The Board shall organize annually and elect a 
Chairmw1. Vicc-Chainnan and Secretary. The Uoard sha.11 act by resolution i11 

which three (3) members must concur. ·n,c Board shall adopt from time 10 time 
such rules and regulations as it may dcc.rn necessary to c.arry into effect the 
provision of this Resolution➔ The Board shall hear the intervention of any owner of 
propcny adj11ccn1 10, in the rear of. or across the street from a lot as to which the 
granting of any building p<;nnit is pending. and shaJI also hear any other parties in 
interest. 

3. The 13oard shaJI keep minutes of hs proceedings. showing the vote of c.ach 
member upon each question; or if absent or foil ing 10 vote, indicating such foct; 
and shall keep records or its examinations and other officials' actions. all of which 
shall be immediately filed wilh The Board QfTrustc~ :md shall be a public n .. -cord. 

4. Witnesses, Oa1hs, Etc. -111c Board shall have the power to subpoena witnesses, 
Admin.istcr oaths, and may require the production of documents, under such 
rcgulation.4> a~ it may establish. 

Section 2 • AQplicutiun And Al)pc-.ah 

I. AQplication • An applica1ion to appeal in cases in which the Ooard has original 
Jurisdiction under the provisions of this resolution. may be taken by :my person 
aggricvc..-d. including n tenant. or by a governmental officer. dcpartmcnti board 
bureau. Such applicatio11 shall be filed with the 'l.Oning inspector who shaJI 
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be lilcd with the ;,.ooing i1tspcctor \\1lo shall transmit same to the 13oar<I, A fee 
as set iroin time to time by the Plain Township Trnstccs, shall be paid to the 
Zoning inspector <1l the time the notice of appeal is filed, for the purpose of 
defraying the cost ofi1wcstig.·uion. legal notices and other expenses incidental 
to the dctem,ination of such mancr. Such sums so deposited with the 7..oning 
inspector shall be forthwith paid over to the township clerk to the credit or 
the general revenue fund or1hc 10\\fnShip. 

2. Appeals• Appeals shall be mkcn as provided in Scc1ion 519.15 0 .R.C. and 
The Board of Zoning Appeals shall ae.1 as therein provided. 

Section 3 • Powert And Duti1.•.!1 

Pows;rs ansl Duties• 'Ilic Plain Towns.hip Board of Zoning Appeals .sh:dl have the 
lbllowing powers and it shall be its duty: 

I. To hc.:,.r and decide appeals where it is allcg<..·d there is error of law in any 
order. n •. '(Juircmcnt. decision or dc1ermim1.1ion mad..: by the Z.oning Inspector 
in the enforcement of this Resolution or any amendments thereto, 

2 . In hearing, and deciding appeals, the lloard shall have 1hc p<>wer to iWl!!! 
and exception in the following ir.stanccs: 

(a) Penn it the extension of a district where the boundary line of a district 
divides a lot or lract held in a single 0\1r11crship at the 1ime of1he passage of 
this Resolutioo. 

(b) Interpret provisions of this Resolution in such a way as 10 carry m11 

the intent and purpose of the plan. as shown upon the map fixing the 
several districts. accompanyi11g and made a 1mrt of this Resolution where 
the street layout actuaJly on the ground varies from the street layout. as 
shown on the map of1he afort.-soid. 

(c) ) l)ctem,inc whether an industry should be permitted within tJ,c J. 
Industrial District because of an operation or activity of a noxious 
or offensive nature or causing excessive emission of odor; dust. sinoke. 
gas., no1sc1 fumes, flame, radiation or vibra1ion; or is of such nature as to 
excessively restrict the circulation of air or light on adjoining property. 

3. The Board shall have 1hc authority 10 grant the following varjancc..-. .. 

(a) Pemtit a variation in the yard rcquire.inents or any dis1riet where there 
ar~ unusual and pmctic.al din'ic·ulties or un,1cccssary ha1-d.ships in the 
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cwyll1g out of these provisio11s due 10 an irregular s.hapc of the lot, 
topographic.al or other conditions, provided Stich variation will not 
seriously affect any adjoining property or the genera) welfare. 

(b) The extension or completion or a building devoted to a non•confonning 
use upon a lot adjoi11ing. provided th.at such IOl was under 111<: s:unc 
ownership as the 101 in quc.:;1ion on 1hc date $ueh building became 
non-confonning. and where soc.h exlcnsion is necessary and inciden1.al 10 

the existing use of such building~ provided. however. that noor areas of 
such extension shall not exceed in all lwenty .. fivc (25) percent of the floor area or 
the existing building or buildings devoted to a non-conforming use and provided 
further 1hm S\1eh c.x1cnsion or cxtc-ns-ions shall be 

undcnake11 wi1hin five (5) years of the dmc wheo the use of such building 
became non-conforming. 

(e) ) Authorize upon appc-.al--whenevcr a propcny ow11cr cai1 show th.at a 
strict application of the tc.nns of the Resolution rchuing to the use, cons1ruclion 
or ahcrutions of buildings or structures or the use of land will impose u1>0n him 
unusual and practical dillicuhies or particuJar hardship- such variations or the 
strict application of the tem1S of this Resohuion as are in harmony with its genera] 
purpose and intent; but only when the Ooard is satisfied that a g.~tii1g of such 
varintion will not merely serve as a convenience 10 the applicant, but will 
aJlcvfatc some demonstrable and unusual hardship or dinicull so great as 10 
warran1 a variation from the zoning plan as established by this Resolution. and at 
the sa1ne time. the surrounding property will be properly protce.tcd. 

4. The Board shall have the power 10 hear and decide in accordance with the 
provisions of this resolution. applicaiions for a conditiona.J uses. In considering 
an appticatio11 for a conditional \L~C, the board shall give due regard 10 1he 
nmurc and condition of all adjacc.nt uses and s1mc1urcs; .and in au1horizing n 
conditional use. the board may impose such requirements and c;ondi1ionS- wilh 
rcsp<."Cl to location. construction.. maimcnancc and opcrnt..ion °in addition lo 

those expressly s.tipulated in this Resolution for the particular conditional USC•• 
as the noard may deem necessary for the protection or adjaccn1 properties and 
the public interest. 

5. In considering a.II appcaJs and all proposed exceptions to this Resolution, D-0ard 
shall. before making any exceptions or variations from the Rcs.ohuion in a 
spc<:ific case. first determine that it will 1101 impair an adequate supply of light 
and air to adjacent pro1)Cr1y or w1reasonably increase congestion in public 
streets., or incrc.asc the danger of fire or endanger the public safety, or 



unreasonably diminish or impair established property values within lhC 
surrounding area, or i1\ any other respect impair the public health, safely, 
comfort. morals or ,,•clforc or1he inhabi1an1s of the ponion of the Township 10 
which this Resolution applies. 

ARTICLF. xx 1n - DISTRI CT CIIANCES AND 1u,:SOLUT ION Al\1ENOM£NT S 

Scceion I • Gcn er :.11 

Whcncve.r the Public necessity, conve.n.icncc, ge11cr.1I wctnu-c or g_ood zoning 
practices require. the Board ofTmstccs m:1y by Rcsolu1ion--:-'IOcr reccipl of 
Recommendation thereon from the Commission, and subjccl 10 the proc-edul'l...">S provided 
by law-,.amcnd. supplement or change the rcgulntion.s. d istrict boundaries or classification 
of property, now or hereafter established by this Resolution or amendments thereof. h 
shall be the du1y of the Commission to submit its recommendations regarding_ all 
:applications or proposals for amendments or supplements u, the Board orrownship 
Trustees. 

S«Hon 2 ~ Procedure For Change In Zoning Districts 

I. 1-\pplicalions ror any change of district boundaries or classifications or property as 
sho,m cm the 7.01\ing Map> shall be submitted 10 the Commission, upon such fom1s, 
ands.hall be accompanied by such data and infonnmion. as may be prescribed for 
that pt1rposc by the Commission. Hach such applicaliOn shall be vc.rificd by al leasl 
one of the owners or lessees of the property within the area propos<.-d to be 
rec1assiticd. Applications for amendments initiated by the Commission shall be 
accompanied by itS motion pertaining 10 such proposed amendment. 

2. Na,ncs ai1d Addresses of Adjacent Property OwncrsHAny person or persons 
desiring a change i1\ the zoni11i classilication of propcny shall file with the 
application for such c:ha1\gc. a suncrncnt g_iving the names and addresses of the 
owners of all properties lying within two hundred (200) feet of any pan of the 
property the zoning classification of which is proroStxl 10 be changed. 

3. Upon application ror any change of district bom\daries or classitica1ion of prop<:ny 
us shown on the ~,ming map; or any am<.md,ncm or supplcane11t of this resolution, 
the 1.oning commission shall proceed as provided in 519.12 0 .R.C. 
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Section 3 - Am1lica1ion Fees 

I, Al thal time an application for n change of zoning dis1ric1s is fi led with the 
Commission or Board or Zoning Appeals. as provided herein. there shall be 
deposited a fee as se1 by resolution or the Board of Trustees of Plain ·rownship 
from 1imc 10 time. Said rec is for the purpose or defraying Lhe costs of 

investigation. legal notices aud other expenses incidental 10 the determination of such 
maucr. Such sums so deposited sha.11 be credited by the towns.hjp fiscal officer 10 the 
scnc.ral fund of the township. 

SECllON I 

·ni$ resolution sh.all become cffCctivc from and after the d~ue of its approval 
and adoption, as provided by law. 

PASSED ~ :2tf. d,-a,;>-O 

AOOPTEI) ~ :J.'(, :,,cU 

Original r>atc Adopted: 
Amended: 
Amended: 
Amended: 
Amended: 

TRUSTE·~'Jf_~ 

TRUS·n,E62:crn Si..__ 

TRUSTE· ff~ 

Nov. 14, I 967 
April I, 1979 
Jan. I. 1989 
Jan. 22. 2007 
August 24. 2020 
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Plain Township Zoning Fees 
As of August, 2020 

I. Single ramil)' residential building construction 

2. Two-family rcsidcn1ial building con.stn1ction 

3. Each addilional family abo\1e two - in addition to above 

4. Rc-.sidcntial accessory building. garages or additions to buildings. 

a. If S<(uarc footage is less than 250 square feet. 

5. l11dustrial or Comme;reiol buildiJlg co11struc1ion or remodeling 

6. Fences and desks 

7. In ground pools or ponds 

S. Signagc 

a. On site s ign Jess than 30 squn.rc feet 

b. On site :;ign 30 to 100 square feet 

c. Off site sign less than 200 square foot 

d. Off site sign more than 200 $<IU~rc foot 

9. Zoning Appeal Board I !eatings, Conditional Use PcrrniLS and Variances 

JO. Zoning Commission lloard Hearing. Land Use Chru1gcs 

$300.00 

S400.00 

$1 00.00 

S150.00 

$75.00 

SJ.000.00 

SS0.00 

SI00.00 

$100.00 

S200.00 

S250.00 

$450.00 

$300.00 

S400.00 

Zoning Fees and rates subject to change 31 the discretion orthe Township Tmstecs and 

independent of any changes 10 1hc overall zoning resoluti◊n..'i. 


