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Please note that this Comprehensive Revisions does not make any changes to the zoning district 

boundaries as shown in the existing zoning map. This Comprehensive Revisions adopts the 

existing zoning map and re-titles the zoning districts contained in the existing Florence County 

Zoning Ordinance as follows: 

 

 

Existing Florence County Zoning Ordinance 

Title 
Comprehensive Revision Title 

O-S Open Space Zoning District O- Open Space Zoning District 
A-G Agricultural Zoning District A- Agricultural Zoning District 
O-N Natural Resources Preservation Zone ON-1 Natural Resources Preservation District 
O-F Forest Zone OF-4 Forest District 
  
O-P Park and Recreation Zone OP-1 Park and Recreation District 
A-G General Agricultural Zone A-4 Limited Agricultural District 
RS-10 Residential Single-Family Zone RS-1 Residential Single-Family District 
RS-15 Residential Single-Family Zone RS-2 Residential Single-Family District 
RS-20 Residential Single-Family Zone RS-3 Residential Single-Family District 
R-M Residential Multi-Family Zone RM-1 Residential Multi-Family District 
C-G General Commercial Zone C-1 General Commercial District 
C-C Community Commercial Zone C-2 Community Commercial District 
C-S Service Commercial Zone C-3 Service Commercial District 
M-G General Manufacturing Zone M-1 General Manufacturing District 
M-I Intensive Manufacturing Zone M-2 Intensive Manufacturing District 
O-L Overlay Zone O-L Single-Family Overlay District 

  

 
A-1 Farmland Preservation Overlay District 

(RESERVED) 
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CHAPTER 10 - SUBCHAPTER 1 ZONING ORDINANCE 

The County Board of Florence County, Wisconsin does ordain as follows: 

1.0 INTERPRETATION AND PURPOSE 

1.1 AUTHORITY 

These regulations are adopted under the authority granted by Wis. Stats. § 59.69, 59.694, 

91.30 and all other applicable provisions of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

1.2 SHORT TITLE 

This Ordinance may be known as and may be cited as The Florence County Zoning 

Ordinance. 

1.3 PURPOSE AND INTENT 

This Ordinance is adopted in order to promote and protect public health, safety, comfort, 

convenience, prosperity, aesthetics and other aspects of the general welfare; and, more 

specifically, to fix reasonable standards to which buildings and structures shall conform, 

to regulate and restrict lot coverage and population density, to conserve the value of land 

and buildings in all of the unincorporated areas of the county, to guide the proper 

distribution and location of various land uses, to promote the safety and efficiency of the 

streets and highways to provide for adequate light, air, sanitation and drainage, to 

conserve natural resources, to provide safety from fire and other hazards, to implement 

the county’s development plan or plan components, to define the powers and duties to the 

administrative bodies as provided hereinafter, and to prescribe penalties for the violation 

of the provisions of this Ordinance or any amendment thereto. 

1.4 ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTION 

It is not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul, impair, or interfere with 

any existing easements, covenants, deed restrictions, agreements, codes, rules, 

regulations, or permits previously adopted or issued pursuant to laws. However, wherever 

this Ordinance imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this Ordinance shall govern. 
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1.5 GENERAL INTERPRETATIONS 

The following rules of construction apply to this Ordinance: 

The particular shall control the general; in case of any difference of meaning or 

implication between the text of this Ordinance and any caption or illustration, the text 

shall control; the word "shall" is always mandatory whereas the word "may" is 

permissive; words used in the present tense shall include the future, and words used with 

singular number shall include the plural, and the plural the singular, unless the context 

clearly indicates the contrary; "building" or "structure" includes any part thereof; the 

phrase "used for" includes "arranged for"; the word "person" includes an individual, a 

corporation, a partnership, an incorporated association, or any other similar entity; unless 

the context clearly indicates the contrary; where a regulation involves two or more items, 

conditions, provisions, or events connected by the conjunction "and", "or", either...or". 

the conjunction shall be interpreted as follows: "and" indicates that the connected items, 

conditions, provisions, or events may apply singly or in any combination; either...or" 

indicates that the connected items, conditions, provisions or events shall apply singly but 

not in combination; all measured distances shall be to the nearest integral foot, if a 

fraction is one-half foot or more, the integral foot next above shall be taken; the 

masculine gender includes the feminine and neuter. 

1.6 CONFLICT 

All other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this 

Ordinance are hereby repealed. 

1.7 COURT INVALIDATION 

If any section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional 

or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the reminder of this Ordinance shall not 

be affected thereby. 

If any application of this Ordinance to a particular structure, land, or water is adjudged 

unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall not 

be applicable to any other structure, land or water not specifically included in such 

judgment. 
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1.8 FORCE AND EFFECT  

1.8.1 APPLICABILITY 

This Ordinance shall affect the unincorporated areas of Florence County, or 

applicable portions thereof, as provided in Section 1.8.2. 

1.8.2 EFFECT 

Upon enactment by the Florence County Board of Supervisors, this Ordinance 

shall go into full force and effect as follows: 

A. Within any town this Ordinance shall go into effect upon approval by the 

applicable town board and upon filing with the Florence County Clerk by 

the applicable town clerk a certified copy of an approving resolution 

attached to one copy of this Ordinance, as provided in Section 59.69(5)(c) 

of the Wisconsin Statutes. The Ordinance shall become effective in the 

town as of the date of filing, which filing shall be recorded by the county 

clerk in the clerk’s office, reported to the town board and the county 

board, and printed in the proceedings of the county board. 

B. The Florence County Zoning Ordinance of April 6th 1968, as amended, 

shall remain in effect in the towns of Aurora, Commonwealth, Fence, 

Florence, Homestead, Long Lake, and Tipler until this Ordinance is 

approved by the applicable town board(s), or for a period of one year from 

the day following its enactment by the Florence County Board of 

Supervisors, whichever period is shorter. Pursuant to Section 59.69(5)(d) 

of the Wisconsin Statutes, if a town board of the aforesaid towns does not 

approve this Ordinance by the end of the one year period, neither this 

Ordinance nor the Florence County Zoning Ordinance of 1968, as 

amended, shall be in effect in that town. 

1.9 COMMENTARY 

Throughout this Ordinance, insertions prefaced "Commentary:" are included. They are 

intended to give information or to explain certain provisions in this Ordinance. They are 

not by themselves regulatory provisions and shall not be used thusly. 

1.10 HEADINGS 

Headings are used throughout this Ordinance to assist users of this Ordinance. If a 

heading should conflict with the text in interpreting this Ordinance, the text shall control. 
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2.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

2.1 COMPLIANCE 

Except as may be otherwise specifically provided, the use, size, height, and 

location of buildings now existing or hereafter erected, converted, enlarged or 

structurally altered, the provisions of open spaces, and the use of land, shall be in 

compliance with the regulations established herein for the District in which such 

land or building is located. 

Unless specifically exempt by law all cities, villages, towns, and counties are 

required to comply with this Ordinance and obtain all required permits. State 

agencies are required to comply if Section 13.48 (13) of the Wisconsin Statutes 

applies. The construction, maintenance, and repair of state highways and bridges 

by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation are exempt from compliance 

when Section 30.2022 of the Wisconsin Statutes applies. 

2.1.1 EXCEPTIONS 

A. The following uses are exempted by this Ordinance and permitted in any 

zoning District: Poles, towers, wires, cables, conduits, vaults, laterals, 

pipe, mains valves or any other similar distributing equipment for 

telephone or other communications and electric power, gas water and 

sewer lines, except as regulated elsewhere in this Ordinance. 

B. The provisions regarding filling, grading, tree cutting and work in respect 

to waterways shall not apply to the construction and repair of public roads, 

flood control structures, or conservation practices such as terracing, 

installation of diversions, grass waterways, subsurface drainage, 

non-navigable drainage ditches, stream stabilization by riprapping or 

vegetative cover, ponds used for agriculture purposes, or docks accessory 

to private dwelling. 



 

Chapter 10, Subchapter 1 Zoning Ordinance 5 Amendment September 18, 2018 
Florence County Code of Ordinances 

2.2 PERMITS 

2.2.1 PURPOSE OF PERMITS: The primary purpose of issuing zoning permits is to 

insure compliance with provisions of the Ordinance. 

2.2.2 LAND USE AND ZONING PERMIT: No structure shall be built, moved or 

structurally altered, until a land use permit has been issued by the Zoning and 

Planning Administrator. 

2.2.3 CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT: When the use being applied for is listed as a 

"conditional use" the Zoning and Planning Administrator shall issue a conditional 

use permit in lieu of the land use permit. This permit shall be issued only after 

approval from the Planning and Zoning Committee, after a public hearing and after 

provisions of the conditional use section of the Ordinance have been complied 

with. The Planning and Zoning Committee may attach certain conditions that shall 

be met as a condition of approving the permit. 

2.2.4 SIGN PERMIT REQUIRED: A sign permit is required before any new sign is 

erected, painted, installed, located or otherwise placed, as provided in this 

Ordinance. 

2.2.5 CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE: The certificate verifies that a land-use 

complies with the regulations and conditions specified on the original land use or 

conditional use permit. 

2.2.6 AFTER THE FACT PERMITS: An additional fee shall be charged by the Zoning 

and Planning Administrator if physical work has been done or an activity 

commenced prior to obtaining a permit. Such fee shall not release the applicant 

from full compliance with this Ordinance nor from prosecution for violation of this 

Ordinance. 

2.2.7 PERMIT FOR WORK IN RESPECT TO WATERWAYS STATE PERMIT 

REQUIRED: In the event, a state permit is required for work in respect to a 

waterway as defined in Section 17.0 of this Ordinance, the applicant shall file an 

application for a zoning permit within ten days after filing an application for a state 

permit. 

2.2.8 MINING PERMIT: No person or entity may commence construction of a Mining 

Site or Mining Operation, as defined in this chapter and in Chapter 20, in the 

County except in conformance with a valid Mining Permit issued by the County 

pursuant to Chapter 20. The Mining Permit shall be issued as a result of a 

Conditional Use Permit pursuant to Section 1.10 and 1.14 of Chapter 20, or as a 

result of the approval and adoption of a Local Agreement pursuant Section 1.15 of 

Chapter 20. 

2.2.9 EXPLORATION LICENSE, PROSPECTING PERMIT, AND BULK 

SAMPLING LICENSE: No person or entity may engage in Exploration, 

Prospecting, or Bulk Sampling, as defined in this Ordinance and in Chapter 20, 

without obtaining proper license or permit pursuant to Chapter 20  
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2.3 APPLICATION PROCEDURE 

2.3.1 An application for a land use or conditional use permit shall be submitted to the 

County Zoning and Planning Administrator on forms furnished by the Florence 

County Planning and Zoning Department and shall include the following 

information. 

A. Name and address of the property owner. 

B. Signature of the property owner or agent. 

C. Tax parcel number, deed, legal description or other identifier of the 

subject property. 

D. Statement concerning the proposed structure or use of the site. 

E. An accurate site plan, drawn at a scale which produces a clearly legible 

drawing, showing the following: 

1. Boundaries, dimensions, and area of the subject site. 

2. The spatial relationship of the subject site to abutting public roads 

and rights-of-way, private roads, easements, and navigable waters. 

3. The location and dimensions of any existing or proposed structures 

or additions and their relationship to abutting public roads and 

rights-of-way, private roads, property lines, existing and proposed 

wells and sanitary waste disposal systems, and the ordinary high 

water mark of navigable waters. 

4. Location of proposed or existing road access points, parking and 

loading areas, and driveways. 

5. The number of families to be accommodated, or the number of 

persons that would normally occupy the building or structure. 

F. Building plans including all floor plans and at least 2 elevation views. 

G. Additional information as may be required by the County Zoning and 

Planning Administrator in order to determine the full compliance with the 

requirements of this Ordinance. 

H. Water supply and sewage disposal. Satisfactory evidence that a safe and 

adequate supply of water and approved sewage disposal facilities will be 

provided, in accordance with the requirements of the Florence County 

Sanitary Ordinance, shall be submitted. 

I. The County Zoning and Planning Administrator or the County Planning 

and Zoning Committee may require a site plan per Section 10.0 to be 

submitted with the application. 
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2.3.2 FEE. All permit applications shall be accompanied by a fee established by the 

Florence County Board of Supervisors. 

2.3.3 No application shall be accepted by the County Zoning and Planning 

Administrator until complete as judged by the County Zoning and Planning 

Administrator and until all fees established by Florence County Board have been 

paid in full. 

2.3.4 EXPIRATION: 

A. If within twelve months of the date of issuance of a land use or conditional 

use permit the proposed construction or preparation of land for use has not 

commenced, said permit shall expire, except that the Zoning and Planning 

Administrator may grant an extension of such permit for a period not to 

exceed twelve months upon the showing of valid cause. 

B. No habitation shall be permitted in the basement of an incomplete 

dwelling in excess of one year. Two years shall be the maximum time for 

completion of a dwelling. 

2.4 USE REGULATIONS 

2.4.1 USES RESTRICTED: In any District no building or land shall be used and no 

building shall be hereafter erected, structurally altered or relocated except for one 

or more of the uses as hereinafter stated for that District and in compliance with 

the regulations hereinafter established for that District. 

2.4.2 ACCESSORY USES: In any District accessory buildings and uses customarily 

incident to the permitted uses in that District shall be permitted subject to such 

requirements as may be hereinafter designated for that District in which they are 

located. 

2.4.3 TEMPORARY USES: Uses such as real estate sales field office or shelters for 

materials and equipment being used in the construction of a permanent structure 

may be permitted by the Board of Zoning Adjustment. 

2.4.4 UNCLASSIFIED USES: In case of question as to the classification of a use, the 

question shall be submitted to the Planning and Zoning Committee for 

determination. 
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2.5 SITE RESTRICTIONS 

No land shall be used or structure erected where the land is unsuitable for such use or 

structure by reason of flooding, concentrated runoff, inadequate drainage, adverse soil or 

rock formation, unfavorable topography, low percolation rate or bearing strength, erosion 

susceptibility, or any other feature likely to be harmful to the health, safety, prosperity, 

aesthetics, and general welfare of this County. The Zoning and Planning Administrator, 

in applying the provisions of this Section, shall in writing recite the particular facts upon 

which he or she bases his or her conclusion that the land is not suitable for certain uses. 

The applicant shall have an opportunity to present evidence contesting such unsuitability 

if he or she so desires. Thereafter the County Planning and Zoning Committee may 

affirm, modify, or withdraw the determination of unsuitability. In addition: 

2.5.1 PUBLIC ACCESS. No zoning permit shall be issued for construction of a building 

used for human habitation unless the main body of the lot upon which the building 

or structure is to be erected fronts on a public street for a distance of at least 30 

feet. 

2.5.2 ACCESS STRUCTURES. Each structure used for human habitation shall have 

access to a public or private street or driveway that allows access for fire 

protection, emergency service vehicles and utility service vehicles. Any such 

private road shall have a minimum width of 66 feet and be described by plat, 

survey, deed, or similar document and recorded in the Florence County Register of 

Deeds Office. 

2.5.3 ALL PRINCIPAL STRUCTURES shall be located on a lot; and only one (1) 

principal structure shall be located, erected, or moved onto a lot in single-family 

and two-family residential Districts. The County Planning and Zoning Committee 

may permit more than one (1) structure per lot in other Districts where more than 

one (1) structure is needed for the orderly development of the parcel. Where 

additional structures are permitted, the County Planning and Zoning Committee 

may impose additional yard requirements, landscaping requirements, or parking 

requirements, or require a minimum separation distance between principal 

structures. 

2.5.4 NO BUILDING PERMIT shall be issued for a lot which abuts a public street 

dedicated to only a portion of its proposed width and located on that side thereof 

from which the required dedication has not been secured. 

2.5.5 LOTS ABUTTING MORE RESTRICTIVE District boundaries shall provide side 

and rear yards not less than those required in the more restrictive abutting District. 

The street yards on the less restrictive District shall be modified for a distance of 

not more than 60 feet from the District boundary line so as to equal the average of 

the street yards required in both Districts. 
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2.6 SETBACK FROM HIGHWAYS  

2.6.1 CLASSIFICATION OF HIGHWAYS 

A. All state and federal highways in the county are hereby designated Class A 

highways. 

B. All county trunk highways not designated Class A are hereby designated 

Class B. 

C. All other roads in the county are hereby designated Class C highways. 

2.6.2 HIGHWAY SETBACKS 

A. Class A highway setback shall be 110 feet from the centerline of the 

highway or 50 feet from the right-of-way line, whichever is greater. 

B. Class B highway setback shall be 75 feet from the centerline of the 

highway or 42 feet from the right-of-way line, whichever is greater. 

C. Class C highway setback shall be 63 feet from the centerline of the 

highway or 30 feet from the right-of-way line, whichever is greater. 

2.7 FLORENCE COUNTY SHORELAND AND WETLAND ZONING ORDINANCE 

Florence County has adopted a Shoreland and Wetland Zoning Ordinance and a 

Floodplain Zoning Ordinance as required by the Wisconsin Statutes. In situations where 

the regulations of the Florence County Zoning Ordinance and the Shoreland and Wetland 

Zoning Ordinance or the Floodplain Zoning Ordinance conflict, the more restrictive 

regulation shall apply, except where specifically stated otherwise in this Ordinance. 

2.7.1 SETBACK FROM NAVIGABLE WATER AND WETLANDS 

The setback from all navigable waters and Wetlands shall be as required in the 

Shoreland and Wetland Zoning Ordinance for Florence County, Wisconsin. 

2.7.2 MINIMUM LOT WIDTH AT THE ORDINARY HIGHWATER MARK 

The minimum lot width at the ordinary highwater mark shall be as required in the 

Shoreland and Wetland Ordinance for Florence County, Wisconsin. 

2.7.3 SIDEYARD SETBACKS FOR LOTS ABUTTING NAVIGABLE WATERS 

The minimum side yard setbacks shall be as required in the Shoreland and 

Wetland Ordinance for Florence County, Wisconsin. 

(Commentary: The Shoreland and Wetland Zoning Ordinance allows for a lesser setback 

than Zoning Ordinance.) 
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2.8 AREA REGULATIONS 

2.8.1 LOT REDUCTION: After adoption of this Ordinance, no lot area shall be so 

reduced that the dimensional and yard requirements required by this Ordinance 

cannot be met. 

2.8.2 EXISTING LOT USE: Lots that were lawfully existing and of record prior to 

adoption of this Ordinance, but of substandard size, may be devoted to uses 

permitted in the District in which located except where specified within 

jurisdiction of shoreline provisions. 

2.8.3 LOT DIVISIONS: No improved lot shall hereafter be divided into two or more lots 

and no portion of any improved lot shall be sold unless all improved lots resulting 

from each such division or sale shall conform with all the applicable regulations of 

the District in which the property is located. 

2.8.4 YARD AND OPEN SPACE REGULATIONS: All yards and other open spaces 

allocated to a building (or group of buildings comprising one principal use) shall 

be located on the same lot as such building. The maintenance of yards and other 

open space and minimum lot area legally required for a building shall be a 

continuing obligation of the owner of such building or of the property on which it 

is located, as long as the building is in existence. Furthermore, no legally required 

yards, other open space or minimum lot area allocated to any building shall, by 

virtue of change of ownership or for any other reason, be used to satisfy yard, other 

open space, or minimum lot area requirements for any other building. 

2.8.5 REQUIRED LOT GROUPING: If two or more substandard lots with continuous 

frontage have the same ownership as of the effective date of this Ordinance, the 

lots involved shall be considered to be an individual parcel for the purpose of this 

Ordinance. 

2.9 PERMIT FEES 

2.9.1 All persons, firms, or corporations performing work, which by this Ordinance 

requires the issuance of a permit, shall pay a fee for such permit to the County 

Clerk to help defray the cost of administration, investigation, advertising, and 

processing of permits and variances. The permits for which a fee is required are the 

Land Use and Zoning Permit, Certificate of Compliance, Conditional Use Permit, 

Sign Permit and After the Fact Permits. A fee shall also be required for a zoning 

text or map amendment, and a zoning appeal or variance. All fees shall be 

established by separate ordinance by the County Board from time to time as 

deemed appropriate. Such ordinance is exempt from the amendment procedures of 

this Ordinance. 

2.9.2 Any such fees shall be waived for government agencies and non-profit 

organizations.  
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2.10 STATE PERMIT 

A permit shall be obtained from the State agency authorized by law to issue such permits 

when required under Wis. Stats. § 30.12, 30.19, 30.195, and 30.20 or other applicable 

State regulations. 
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3.0 ZONING DISTRICTS AND MAPS 

3.1 ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS 

In order to carry out the purpose and provisions of this Ordinance, the following Zoning 

Districts and overlay zones are hereby established, and may be known by the 

accompanying abbreviated symbols. 

3.2 OPEN SPACE ZONING DISTRICTS 

3.2.1 PURPOSE 

The (O) Open Space Zoning Districts are designed to encourage the preservation, 

conservation and development of land areas for a wide range of conservation and 

recreational purposes. Open Space Zoning Districts are further intended to 

designate the following: (a) forest reserve areas, (b) natural resource lands, (c) 

shoreline areas for the public benefit, (d) scenic strips adjacent to the drives, (e) 

parks of a wide range of types, and (f) land which lies adjacent to, in or on a 

natural watercourse, and land that is subject to periodic inundation.  

The provisions of the Zoning Districts encourage the growing of agricultural 

crops and the development of open space in such a manner as to improve its 

scenic and recreational value. Selective cutting, sustained yield, and other 

practices of good forestry management shall be encouraged throughout Open 

Space Zoning Districts, with the "clear cutting" of stream banks and lakeshore 

"not" encouraged. The land within the floodplain should be maintained in a state 

which will serve its natural function as a secondary channel of a river or stream. 

3.2.2 DISTRICTS 

The Open Space zoning districts include: 

A. ON-1 Natural Resource Preservation District 

B. OF-1 Forest District (40 Acre lot size) 

C. OF-2 Forest District (5 Acre lot size) 

D. OF-3 Forest District (3 Acre lot size) 

E. OF-4 Forest District (1 Acre lot size) 

F. OP-1 Park and Recreation District 

G. Reserved 
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3.3 A - AGRICULTURAL ZONING DISTRICT 

3.3.1 PURPOSE 

The (A) Agricultural Zoning Districts are designed to provide for and encourage 

agricultural uses of land, related uses, and certain residential uses in a rural 

environment. 

3.3.2 DISTRICTS 

The Agricultural Zoning Districts include: 

A. A-1 Farmland Preservation Overlay District (RESERVED) 

B. A-2 General Agriculture District (5 Acre lot size) 

C. A-3 General Agriculture District (3 Acre lot size) 

D. A-4 Limited Agriculture District (1 Acre lot size) 
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3.4 R - RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS 

3.4.1 PURPOSE 

The (R) Residential Zoning Districts are designed to: (a) protect the residential 

character of the included areas by excluding commercial activities, (b) encourage 

a suitable environment for family life by permitting, under certain conditions, 

such neighborhood facilities as churches, schools, and playgrounds, (c) permit 

under certain conditions appropriate institutions to be located in residential 

neighborhoods, (d) preserve openness of the areas and avoid overcrowding by 

requiring certain minimum yards, open spaces, and site area, and (e) make 

available a variety of dwelling types and densities and a variety of locations to 

serve a wide range of individual requirements. 

3.4.2 DISTRICTS 

The Residential Zoning Districts include: 

A. RS-1 Residential Single-Family District; 10,000 square feet minimum lot 

area, public sewerage required when within shoreland jurisdictional area. 

B. RS-2 Residential Single-Family District; 15,000 square feet minimum lot 

area, public sewerage required when within shoreland jurisdictional area. 

C. RS-3 Residential Single-Family District; 20,000 square feet minimum lot 

area, public sewerage not required. 

D. RS-4 Reserved. 

E. RS-5 Residential Single-Family Lake District; 20,000 square feet 

minimum lot area, public sewerage not required. 

F. RM-1 Residential Multi-Family District; 15,000-20,000 square feet 

minimum lot area, 5,000-10,000 square feet per dwelling unit; public 

sewerage required for a smaller lot area when within shoreland 

jurisdictional area. 
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3.5 C - COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICTS  

3.5.1 PURPOSE 

The (C) Commercial Zoning Districts are designed to facilitate the development 

of commercial uses in accordance to the future growth and development of the 

region. To provide for a wide range of commercial uses of land, the County 

contains four Commercial Districts. These Districts are designed to permit 

development for the respective purposes and to protect nearby residential areas by 

requiring that certain minimum yard, area, parking and loading requirements be 

met. It is intended that additional areas would be included in these Districts as 

additional commercial facilities are needed to serve new growing residential 

areas. 

3.5.2 DISTRICTS 

The four Commercial Zoning Districts include: 

A. C-1 General Commercial District 

B. C-2 Community Commercial District 

C. C-3 Commercial Service District 

D. C-4 Highway Commercial District 
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3.6 M - MANUFACTURING DISTRICT 

3.6.1 PURPOSE 

The Ordinance provides for a wide range of industrial uses and locations. The 

provisions of the (M) Manufacturing Zoning Districts are to encourage the 

location and design of industrial areas protected from residential encroachment, 

according to the following principles: 

A. Access: M - Districts should be located where they will have convenient 

access to railroads and/or major arterial highways, and airports, and 

wherever possible such areas should be located between railroads and 

major highways. 

B. Dispersal: M - Districts should be located in various quadrants of the 

county in order to reduce the time, cost of travel to work, as well as to 

spread peak-hour traffic loads over many thoroughfares. 

C. Nuisances: Modern zoning should be used to control location of industries 

on the basis of their characteristics. Industries of such a nature that 

nuisance factors cannot yet be satisfactorily eliminated should be located 

so as to be minimum detriment to other land uses. 

D. Buffers: Right-of-way, open space and other buffers should be used where 

feasible to separate industrial areas from residential areas and open space 

should be maintained between industrial and residential uses. 

E. Traffic: M - Districts should be so located that it is not necessary to route 

the traffic generated by industrial uses through residential or shopping 

center Districts. 

F. Site Characteristics: Land zoned for industry should be so located as to 

make available sites of a variety of sizes and shapes. 

G. Compactness: Industrial land should ordinarily be designated in compact 

areas of adequate depth. 

3.6.2 DISTRICTS 

To provide for the wide range of industrial uses, the Ordinance provides for two 

M - Districts: 

A. M-1 General Manufacturing District 

B. M-2 Intensive Manufacturing District  
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3.7 OVERLAY DISTRICTS 

3.7.1 PURPOSE 

Overlay Districts provide for the possibility of superimposing certain additional 

requirements on the basic use Zoning District without disturbing the requirements 

of the basic use District. In the instance of conflicting requirements, the stricter of 

the conflicting requirements shall apply. 

3.7.2 DISTRICTS 

The Overlay Districts include: 

A. O-L Single-Family Overlay District 

B. PUD Planned Unit Development Overlay District 

C. RS PUD-SEB Planned Unit Development Spread Eagle Barrens Single-

Family Overlay District 

D. OS-PUD-SEB Planned Unit Development Spread Eagle Barrens Open 

Space Overlay District 

E. CP-PUD-SEB Planned Unit Development Spread Eagle Barrens 

Commercial Overlay District 

3.8 INCORPORATION OF MAPS 

3.8.1 The locations and boundaries of the county's Districts are shown on the zoning 

maps of each township, and accompanying detail maps, and referred to by 

reference as the Zoning Map: Florence County, Wisconsin. 

3.8.2 These maps together with all explanatory matter and regulations thereon, are an 

integral part of this Ordinance. In the event of a conflict between District 

boundaries shown on a township map and zoning detail map, the latter shall 

govern and prevail. 

3.8.3 Official copies of the zoning maps, together with a copy of this Ordinance, shall be 

kept by the Zoning and Planning Administrator and shall be available for public 

inspection during official hours. These maps shall be certified by the Chairperson 

of the County Board and attested by the County Clerk. Any changes or 

amendments affecting zoning boundaries or explanatory matter shall be recorded 

on the applicable maps. All such changes shall be made in accordance with 

provisions of Wis. Stats. s. 59.69, and as subsequently amended, and of this 

Ordinance. 

3.9 BOUNDARIES OF DISTRICTS 

When uncertainty exists with respect to the boundaries of the various Districts as shown 

on the zoning maps, the following rules shall apply: 
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3.9.1 When width or length of boundaries is not clear, the scale of the map shall 

determine the approximate dimensions. 

3.9.2 District boundaries are normally lot lines; section and quarter section lines; center 

lines of streets, highways, railroads or alleys. 

3.9.3 When uncertainty exists as to the precise location of the Floodplain District 

boundary line, the zoning map shall govern in general and the zoning text shall 

govern specifically. 

3.9.4 The Planning and Zoning Committee in accordance with the provisions of this 

Ordinance shall hear and decide the precise location of a District boundary line 

when such line cannot otherwise be determined. 

 



 

Chapter 10, Subchapter 1 Zoning Ordinance 19 Amendment September 18, 2018 
Florence County Code of Ordinances 

3.10 ON-1 NATURAL RESOURCE PRESERVATION DISTRICT  

3.10.1 PURPOSE 

A. This District provides for the conservation and protection of natural 

resources, the safe discharge of flood waters and the preservation of the 

floodplain storage capacity. Generally, the District includes swamps, 

marshlands and wetland areas. 

B. The establishment of ON-1 District boundaries for the purpose of 

regulating future development to fulfill the purpose of this Ordinance is 

not intended nor shall it be construed to imply or assure owners, occupants 

or prospective purchasers of property that no other areas are subject to 

flooding or that no flood of greater magnitude will occur in the future. 

3.10.2 SPECIAL PROVISIONS 

No use or modification of an existing use shall be permitted that will: 

A. Involve dumping or the storage of dangerous materials that are flammable, 

explosive or injurious to human, animal or plant life. 

B. Result in accelerated stream bank erosion. 

C. Obstruct the flow of flood waters, retard the movement of flood water, as 

to increase flow velocities, increase the flood stage, or substantially reduce 

the flood storage capacity of the floodplain, except public water 

measurement and control facilities. 

3.10.3 PERMITTED USES 

A. Agricultural uses such as: animal and poultry husbandry, beekeeping, 

dairying and grazing, field crops, orchards and wild crop harvesting, truck 

farming, horticulture or viticulture. 

B. Boat docks serving residences. 

C. Camping trailers, mobile campers, or houseboats intended and used for 

temporary parking and living purposes. 

D. Fish hatcheries and farm ponds. 

E. Forestry. 

F. Outdoor plant nurseries. 

G. Public water measurement and control facilities. 

H. Regulated hunting grounds and game reserves. 

I. Utilities and wireless transmission facilities except buildings. 

J. Wildlife preserves. 
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3.10.4 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted natural resource 

preservation use. (Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.10.5 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Bridges 

B. Debarking operations 

C. Filling over 500 square feet 

D. Grading over 1,000 square feet 

E. Navigation structures 

F. Recreation area 

G. Storage of buoyant materials of an inert nature such as logs, boats and 

build materials. 

H. Work in respect to waterways 

I. Conditional buildings: accessory buildings to the permitted and 

conditional uses. 
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3.11 RESERVED 
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3.12 OF-1 FOREST DISTRICT 

3.12.1 PURPOSE 

This provides for the continuation of forest practices and related uses in those 

areas best suited to this activity and to preserve large tracts of forest lands. The 

intent is to encourage forestry and also to recognize the value of the forest as a 

recreational resource and to allow only certain uses that are consistent with 

forestry use and are found to be necessary in light of alternative locations for such 

use. 

3.12.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 40 acres 

B. Minimum width: 600 feet 

3.12.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.12.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 50 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard: 50 feet 

D. Minimum water setback: 75 feet 

3.12.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. All those uses listed as permitted in the ON-1 District 

B. Debarking operations 

C. Maple syrup processing plants 

D. Portable sawmill, not to operate in one location in excess of 12 months 

E. Dwelling, single-family1 

3.12.6 ACCESSORY USES – Uses customarily accessory to a permitted open forest use. 

(Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.12.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Bait store 

B. Blacksmithing 

C. Camping Area 

D. Camps 

E. Cemetery 

F. Debarking operation 
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G. Dwelling, single-family, less than 18 feet in width 1 (see Section 3.45) 

H. Filling over 5,000 sq. ft. 

I. Golf course 

J. Grading over 5,000 sq. ft. 

K. Home occupation 

L. Public & Semi-public building 

M. Quarrying 

N. Recreation areas 

O. Sawmill, permanent 

P. Shooting range 

Q. Work in respect to waterways 

R. Sporting Goods Shops 

S. Eating and Drinking Establishments 

T. Mining and Mining Operation 2 
1Permitted when within reasonable range of services such as; electrical, fire, 

rescue, school bussing and where sanitary, minimum housing code standards can 

and will be met, as documented by the applicant and determined by the County 

Zoning and Planning Administrator. In cases where there is a question on the 

above, a residence will be a conditional use requiring a Public Hearing. 

2 Subject to Chapter 20. 
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3.13 OF-2 FOREST DISTRICT 

3.13.1 PURPOSE 

This provides for the continuation of forest practices and related uses in those 

areas best suited to this activity. The intent is to encourage forestry and also to 

recognize the value of the forest as a recreational resource. 

3.13.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 5 acres 

B. Minimum width: 250 feet 

3.13.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.13.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 25 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard: 50 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.13.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. All those uses listed as permitted in the ON-1 District 

B. Maple syrup processing plants 

C. Dwelling, single-family1 

3.13.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted open forest use. 

(Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.13.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Bait store 

B. Blacksmithing 

C. Camping Area 

D. Camps 

E. Cemetery 

F. Debarking operations 

G. Dwelling, multi-family 

H. Dwelling, single-family, less than 18 feet in width 1 (see Section 3.45) 

I. Filling over 5,000 sq. ft. 

J. Golf course 
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K. Grading over 5,000 sq. ft. 

L. Home occupation 

M. Mobile home park 

N. Recreation areas  

O. Public & Semi-public building. Recreation areas 

P. Sawmill portable, not to operate in one location in excess of 12 months 

Q. Work in respect to waterways 

1Permitted when within reasonable range of services such as; electrical, fire, 

rescue, school bussing and where sanitary, minimum housing code standards can 

and will be met, as documented by the applicant and determined by the County 

Zoning and Planning Administrator. In cases where there is a question on the 

above, a residence will be a conditional use requiring a Public Hearing. 
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3.14 OF-3 FOREST DISTRICT  

3.14.1 PURPOSE 

This provides for the continuation of forest practices and related uses in those 

areas best suited to this activity. The intent is to encourage forestry and also to 

recognize the value of the forest as a recreational resource. 

3.14.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

PURPOSE Minimum area: 3 acres 

A. Minimum width: 250 feet 

3.14.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.14.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 25 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard: 50 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.14.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. All those uses listed as permitted in the O-N District 

B. Maple syrup processing plants 

C. Dwelling, single-family 

3.14.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted open forest use. 

(Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.14.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Bait store 

B. Blacksmithing 

C. Camping Area 

D. Camps 

E. Cemetery 

F. Debarking operations 

G. Dwelling, multi-family 

H. Dwelling, single-family, less than 18 feet in width 1 (see Section 3.45) 

I. Filling over 5,000 sq. ft. 

J. Golf course 
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K. Grading over 5,000 sq. ft. 

L. Home occupation 

M. Mobile home park 

N. Public & Semi-public building 

O. Recreation areas 

P. Sawmill, Portable, not to operate in one location in excess of 12 months 

Q. Work in respect to waterways 

1Permitted when within reasonable range of services such as; electrical, fire, 

rescue, school bussing and where sanitary, minimum housing code standards can 

and will be met, as documented by the applicant and determined by the County 

Zoning and Planning Administrator. In cases where there is a question on the 

above, a residence will be a conditional use requiring a Public Hearing. 
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3.15 OF-4 FOREST DISTRICT 

3.15.1 PURPOSE 

This provides for the continuation of forest practices and low intensity related 

uses in those areas best suited to this activity. The intent is to encourage forestry 

and also to recognize the value of the forest as a recreational resource. 

3.15.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 1 acre 

B. Minimum width: 150 feet 

3.15.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.15.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 25 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard: 50 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.15.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. All those uses listed as permitted in the ON-1 District 

B. Maple syrup processing plants 

C. Dwelling, single-family1 

3.15.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted open forest use. 

(Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.15.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Bait store 

B. Blacksmithing 

C. Camping Area 

D. Camps 

E. Cemetery 

F. Dwelling, multi-family 

G. Dwelling, single-family, less than 18 feet in width 1 (see Section 3.45) 

H. Filling over 5,000 sq. ft. 

I. Golf course 

J. Grading over 5,000 sq. ft. 
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K. Home occupation 

L. Mobile home park 

M. Public & Semi-public building 

N. Recreation areas 

O. Vacation Rental By Owner (VRBO) 

P. Work in respect to waterways 

1Permitted when within reasonable range of services such as; electrical, fire, 

rescue, school bussing and where sanitary, minimum housing code standards can 

and will be met, as documented by the applicant and determined by the County 

Zoning and Planning Administrator. In cases where there is a question on the 

above, a residence will be a conditional use requiring a Public Hearing. 
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3.16 OP-1 PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT 

3.16.1 PURPOSE 

This District provides for the orderly and attractive grouping of recreational 

oriented service establishments as well as encouraging the maintenance of the 

natural resources. 

3.16.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 1 acre 

B. Minimum width: 150 feet 

3.16.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.16.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 25 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard: 50 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.16.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. All those uses listed as permitted uses in the ON-1 District 

3.16.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted park and 

recreation use. (Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.16.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Bait Store 

B. Blacksmithing 

C. Camping Area 

D. Camps 

E. Cemetery 

F. Concession Stand 

G. Debarking Operations 

H. Dwelling, single-family only as accessory to a principal use 

I. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

J. Golf Course 

K. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

L. Maple Syrup Processing Buildings 
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M. Public and Semi-Public Buildings 

N. Recreation Areas 

O. Resorts 

P. Sawmill, permanent 

Q. Stable 

R. Work in respect to waterways 
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3.17 A-1 FARMLAND PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT (RESERVED) 
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A-1 FARMLAND PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT (RESERVED) Continued 
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A-1 FARMLAND PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT (RESERVED) Continued 
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A-1 FARMLAND PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT (RESERVED) Continued 
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A-1 FARMLAND PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT (RESERVED) Continued 
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A-1 FARMLAND PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT (RESERVED) Continued 
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3.18 A-2 GENERAL AGRICULTURE DISTRICT 

3.18.1 PURPOSE 

This District is designed primarily for larger scale agricultural uses of land related 

to the growing of crops and the raising of livestock. 

3.18.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 5 acre 

B. Minimum width: 250 feet 

3.18.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.18.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 20 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard: 20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.18.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Agriculture including animal and poultry husbandry, beekeeping, dairying 

and grazing, field crops, forestry, greenhouses, orchards and wild crop 

harvesting, truck farming, horticulture or viticulture. 

B. Camping trailer, and houseboat parking that is not intended or used for 

living purposes. 

C. Dwelling, single-family. 

3.18.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted agricultural use. 

(Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.18.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Animal hospital or pound 

B. Camping area 

C. Camps 

D. Cemetery 

E. Christmas tree sales 

F. Church or other place of worship 

G. Club or lodge 

H. Dwelling multi-family 

I. Dwelling, single-family, less than 18 feet in width1 (see Section 3.45) 
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J. Farm equipment sales and/or service 

K. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

L. Fish hatchery - commercial 

M. Fur farm 

N. Garden or nursery store 

O. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

P. Grain elevator - commercial 

Q. Home occupation 

R. Housing for migrant workers 

S. Hunting and fishing shelter 

T. Incinerator, public 

U. Large Animal Feeding Operations (more than 100 animal units capacity) 

V. Maple syrup processing buildings 

W. Mobile home park 

X. Public and semi-public buildings 

Y. Radio or TV broadcasting studio and/or tower 

Z. Recreation areas 

AA. Roadside stand 

BB. Sawmill, temporary 

CC. Sawmill, permanent 

DD. Work in respect to waterways 

1Permitted when within reasonable range of services such as; electrical, fire, 

rescue, school bussing and where sanitary; minimum housing code standards can 

and will be met. In cases where there is a question on the above, a residence will 

be a conditional use requiring a Public Hearing. 
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3.19 A-3 GENERAL AGRICULTURE DISTRICT 

3.19.1 PURPOSE 

This District is designed primarily for smaller-scale agricultural uses of land 

related to the growing of crops and the raising of livestock. 

3.19.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 3 acre 

B. Minimum width: 250 feet 

3.19.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.19.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 20 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard: 20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.19.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Agriculture including animal and poultry husbandry, beekeeping, dairying 

and grazing, field crops, forestry, greenhouses, orchards and wild crop 

harvesting, truck farming, horticulture or viticulture. 

B. Animal feeding operations of less than 100 animal unit capacity. 

C. Camping trailer and houseboat parking that is not intended or used for 

living purposes. 

D. Uses customarily accessory to a permitted agricultural use. 

E. Dwelling, single-family1 

3.19.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted agricultural use. 

(Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.19.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Animal hospital or pound 

B. Camping area 

C. Camps 

D. Cemetery 

E. Christmas tree sales 

F. Church or other place of worship 

G. Club or lodge 
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H. Dwelling multi-family 

I. Dwelling, single-family, less than 18 feet in width1 (see Section 3.45) 

J. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

K. Fish hatchery - commercial 

L. Fur farm 

M. Garden or nursery store 

N. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

O. Home occupation 

P. Housing for migrant workers 

Q. Hunting and fishing shelter 

R. Incinerator, public 

S. Maple syrup processing buildings 

T. Mobile home park 

U. Public and semi-public buildings 

V. Radio or TV broadcasting studio and/or tower 

W. Recreation areas 

X. Roadside stand 

Y. Sawmill, temporary 

Z. Work in respect to waterways 

1Permitted when within reasonable range of services such as; electrical, fire, 

rescue, school bussing and where sanitary; minimum housing code standards can 

and will be met. In cases where there is a question on the above, a residence will 

be a conditional use requiring a Public Hearing. 
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3.20 A-4 LIMITED AGRICULTURE DISTRICT 

3.20.1 PURPOSE 

This District is intended to provide for agricultural lands historically used for crop 

production which are best suited for lower intensity agriculture use such as 

smaller farm units, including truck farms, hobby farms, orchards, green houses, 

and other similar agricultural activity and to provide for limited siting of new 

single-family residences, and to support other uses that maintain the rural 

character of the County. 

3.20.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 1 acre 

B. Minimum width: 100 feet 

3.20.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.20.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 20 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard: 20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.20.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Agriculture including animal and poultry husbandry, beekeeping, dairying 

and grazing, field crops, forestry, greenhouses, orchards and wild crop 

harvesting, truck farming, horticulture or viticulture. 

B. Camping trailer, and houseboat parking that is not intended or used for 

living purposes. 

C. Sawmill, temporary 

D. Uses customarily accessory to a permitted agricultural use 

E. Dwelling, single-family.1 

F. Animal feeding operations, livestock feeding pens or yards of less than 

100 animal unit capacity. 

3.20.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted agricultural use. 

(Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.20.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Airport 
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B. Animal hospital or pound 

C. Camping area 

D. Camps 

E. Cemetery 

F. Christmas tree sales 

G. Church or other place of worship 

H. Club or lodge 

I. Dwelling multi-family 

J. Dwelling, single-family, less than 18 feet in width1 (see Section 3.45) 

K. Farm equipment sales and/or service 

L. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

M. Fish hatchery - commercial 

N. Fur farm 

O. Garden or nursery store 

P. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

Q. Home occupation 

R. Housing for migrant workers 

S. Hunting and fishing shelter 

T. Maple syrup processing buildings 

U. Mobile home park 

V. Public and semi-public buildings 

W. Quarrying 

X. Radio or TV broadcasting studio and/or tower 

Y. Recreation areas 

Z. Roadside stand 

AA. Work in respect to waterways 

BB. Mining and Mining Operations2 
1Permitted when within reasonable range of services such as; electrical, fire, 

rescue, school bussing and where sanitary; minimum housing code standards can 

and will be met. In cases where there is a question on the above, a residence will 

be a conditional use requiring a Public Hearing. 

2 Subject to Chapter 20. 
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3.21 RS-1 RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY DISTRICT 

3.21.1 PURPOSE 

This District is intended to provide a suitable environment for single-family 

residential development on moderate size lots where public sewer and community 

services are available. 

3.21.2 LOT AREA AND WIDTH 

Lot Regulation RS-1 

Min. area 10,000 sq ft 

Min. width: 75 ft 

Public Sewerage: Required when within shoreland 

3.21.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.21.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 10 + 15 feet to total 25 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard:  20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.21.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Agricultural uses including beekeeping, field crops, forestry, orchards and 

wild crop harvesting, truck farming, horticulture or viticulture. 

B. Dwelling, single-family 

3.21.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted single-family 

residential use. (Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.21.7 CONDITIONAL USES (See Section 6.0) 

A. Camping trailer, and houseboat parking that is not intended or used for 

living purpose. 

B. Club or Lodge 

C. Dwelling, single-family, less than 18 feet in width (see Section 3.45) 

D. Dwelling, two-family 

E. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

F. Golf Course 

G. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

H. Home occupation 
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I. Public and semi-public buildings 

J. Recreation area 

K. Rooming or boarding house 

L. Work in respect to waterways 
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3.22 RS-2 RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY DISTRICT 

3.22.1 PURPOSE 

This District is intended to provide a suitable environment for single-family 

residential development on moderate size lots. 

3.22.2 LOT AREA AND WIDTH 

Lot Regulation RS-2 

Min. area 15,000 sq ft 

Min. width: 55 ft 

Public Sewerage: Required when within shoreland 

3.22.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.22.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 10 + 15 feet to total 25 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard:  20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.22.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Agricultural uses including beekeeping, field crops, forestry, orchards and 

wild crop harvesting, truck farming, horticulture or viticulture. 

B. Dwelling, single-family 

3.22.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted single-family 

residential use. (Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.22.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Camping trailer, and houseboat parking that is not intended or used for 

living purpose. 

B. Club or Lodge 

C. Dwelling, single-family, less than 18 feet in width (see Section 3.45) 

D. Dwelling, two-family 

E. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

F. Golf Course 

G. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

H. Home occupation 

I. Public and semi-public buildings 
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J. Recreation area 

K. Rooming or boarding house 

L. Work in respect to waterways  
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3.23 RS-3 RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY DISTRICT  

3.23.1 PURPOSE 

This District is intended to provide a suitable environment for single-family 

residential development on moderately sized lots within areas adjacent to 

navigable waters so that adequate space is available for practices to eliminate 

harmful run–off into the waters of the county. The District is intended to provide 

a suitable environment for single-family residential development on moderately 

sized lots. 

3.23.2 LOT AREA AND WIDTH 

Lot Regulation RS-3 

Min. area 20,000 sq ft 

Min. width: 100 ft 

Public Sewerage: NA 

 

3.23.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A.  Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.23.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 10 + 15 feet to total 25 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard:  20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.23.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Agricultural uses including beekeeping, field crops, forestry, orchards and 

wild crop harvesting, truck farming, horticulture or viticulture. 

B. Dwelling, single-family 

3.23.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted single-family 

residential use. (Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.23.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Camping trailer, and houseboat parking that is not intended or used for 

living purpose. 

B. Club or Lodge 

C. Dwelling, single-family, less than 18 feet in width (see Section 3.45) 

D. Dwelling, two-family 

E. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

F. Golf Course 
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G. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

H. Home Business 

I. Home occupation 

J. Public and semi-public buildings 

K. Recreation area 

L. Rooming or boarding house 

M. Work in respect to waterways 
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3.24 RS-4 RESERVED 
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3.25 RS-5 RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY LAKE DISTRICT 

3.25.1 PURPOSE 

This District is intended to provide a suitable environment for single-family 

residential development on moderately sized lots within areas adjacent to 

navigable waters so that adequate space is available for practices to eliminate 

harmful run–off into the waters of the county. The District is intended to provide 

a suitable environment for single family residential development on moderately 

sized lots. Transient Occupancy, the right to use, occupy or possess, a single 

family dwelling unit for a period of six (6) consecutive days or less, is 

prohibited in this district. This district is depicted with Section 3.25 RS-5 

Attachment “A” Map, located at end of this Ordinance. 

3.25.2 LOT AREA AND WIDTH 

Lot Regulation RS-5 

Min. area 20,000 sq. ft. 

Min. width: 100 ft. 

Public Sewerage: NA 

 

3.25.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A.  Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.25.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 10 + 15 feet to total 25 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard:  20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.25.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Agricultural uses including beekeeping, field crops, forestry, orchards and 

wild crop harvesting, truck farming, horticulture or viticulture. 

B. Dwelling, single-family 

3.25.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted single-family 

residential use. (Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.25.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Camping trailer, and houseboat parking that is not intended or used for 

living purpose. 

B. Club or Lodge 

C. Dwelling, single-family, less than 18 feet in width (see Section 3.45) 

D. Dwelling, two-family 
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E. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

F. Golf Course 

G. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

H. Home Business 

I. Home occupation 

J. Public and semi-public buildings 

K. Recreation area 

L. Rooming or boarding house 

M. Work in respect to waterways 
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3.26 RM-1 RESIDENTIAL MULTI-FAMILY DISTRICT 

3.26.1 PURPOSE 

This District provides for multi-family dwellings in a residential environment 

where public sewer and community services are available. 

3.26.2 LOT AREA AND WIDTH 

LOT REGULATION PRIVATE SEWER & 

WATER 

PUBLIC SEWER 

Minimum area 20,000 sq ft 15,000 sq ft 

Minimum width 100 ft 75 ft 

Minimum Area per dwelling 

unit 

 

10,000 sq ft 

 

5,000 sq ft 

 

3.26.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

B. One additional foot of extra height may be permitted provided on 

additional foot of side or rear yard for each additional foot of extra height 

is also established up to a maximum height of 60 feet unless the Planning 

and Zoning Committee approves a greater height. 

3.26.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 10 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard: 20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.26.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Agricultural uses including beekeeping, field crops, forestry, orchards and 

wild crop harvesting, truck farming, horticulture or viticulture. 

B. Dwelling, multi-family and duplex 

C. Retail consumer goods, sales and service conducted solely for the 

convenience of the resident of a multi-family dwelling. 

3.26.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted multi-family 

residential use. (Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.26.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Camping trailer, and houseboat parking that is not intended or used for 

living purposes. 

B. Dwelling, single-family, less than 18 feet in width (see Section 3.45) 
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C. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

D. Golf Course 

E. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

F. Home occupation 

G. Mobile Home Park 

H. Public and semi-public buildings 

I. Rooming or boarding house 

J. Work in respect to waterways 
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3.27 RESERVED 

3.28 RESERVED 

3.29 RESERVED 

3.30 RESERVED 
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3.31 C-1 GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

3.31.1 PURPOSE 

This District provides for uses found in small commercial areas as located 

throughout the county. 

3.31.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 10,000 sq. ft. except 

B. Minimum width: 50 feet 

3.31.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

B. One additional foot of extra height may be permitted provided, one 

additional foot of side or rear yard for each additional foot of extra height 

is also established up to a maximum height of 60 feet unless the Planning 

and Zoning Committee approves a greater height. 

3.31.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: None except same as adjoining O, R, A, & M 

Districts 

C. Minimum rear yard: 20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback: 75 feet 

3.31.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Auto service stations 

B. Banks and similar services 

C. Business and professional offices and studios 

D. Dental and medical clinics 

E. Dwelling, single-family, only as accessory to a principal use 

F. Funeral homes 

G. Garages for storage of vehicles used in conjunction with a permitted use 

H. Hotels 

I. Laundromats 

J. New car sales 

K. Restaurant 

L. Retail stores and shops offering convenience goods and services 
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M. Semi-public uses such as fire station, police station, administrative 

building or similar use according to definition 

3.31.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted general 

commercial use. (Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.31.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Amusement parks including baseball batting ranges, commercial skating 

rinks, go-cart tracks, golf driving range, miniature golf course or similar 

establishment 

B. Adult entertainment Facilities 

C. Dwelling, single-family less than 18 feet in width, only as accessory to a 

principal use. (see Section 3.45) 

D. Drive-in restaurant 

E. Farm equipment sales and service 

F. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

G. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

H. Motels 

I. Outdoor theater 

J. Rooming or boarding house 

K. Transportation terminals 

L. Used car sales 

M. Wholesaling establishments 

N. Work in respect to waterways 
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3.32 C-2 COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

3.32.1 PURPOSE 

This District provides for uses found in the central business District of small 

communities. 

3.32.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: None 

B. Minimum width: 50 feet 

3.32.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

B. One additional foot of extra height may be permitted provided one 

additional foot of side or rear yard for each additional foot of extra height 

is also established up to a maximum height of 60 feet unless the Planning 

and Zoning Committee approves a greater height. 

3.32.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: None, except same as adjoining O, R, A, & M 

Districts 

C. Minimum rear Yard: None 

D. Minimum water setback: 75 feet 

3.32.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Banks and similar services 

B. Business and professional offices and studios 

C. Dental and medical clinics 

D. Funeral homes 

E. Hotels 

F. Laundromats 

G. New car sales 

H. Semi-public uses such as fire station, police station, administrative 

building or similar use according to definition 

I. Residential accommodations for shop keepers located in the same building 

as the business 

J. Retail stores and shops offering convenience goods and services 

K. Tavern 



 

Chapter 10, Subchapter 1 Zoning Ordinance 59 Amendment September 18, 2018 
Florence County Code of Ordinances 

3.32.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted community 

commercial use. (Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.32.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Auto services stations 

B. Adult entertainment facilities 

C. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

D. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

E. Rooming or boarding house 

F. Transportation terminals 

G. Used car sales 

H. Warehouses 

I. Wholesaling establishments 

J. Work in respect to waterways 



 

Chapter 10, Subchapter 1 Zoning Ordinance 60 Amendment September 18, 2018 
Florence County Code of Ordinances 

3.33 C-3 SERVICE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

3.33.1 PURPOSE 

This District provides for commercial service type uses, uses specifically oriented 

towards the traveler, tourist or vacationer. 

3.33.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 10,000 sq. ft. 

B. Minimum width: 75 feet 

3.33.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.33.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: Refer to Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: None, except same as adjoining O, R, A, & M 

Districts 

C. Minimum rear yard: 20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.33.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Boat sales and service 

B. Club or lodge 

C. Motels and Hotels 

D. Swimming pool, public 

3.33.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted service 

commercial use. (Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.33.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Amusement parks including baseball batting ranges, commercial skating 

rink, go-cart track, golf driving range, golf pitch-and-putt course and 

similar establishments 

B. Auto service stations 

C. Boat liveries 

D. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

E. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

F. Marinas 

G. Common Business Establishments 

1. Retail stores and shops offering convenience goods and services 
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2. Business and professional offices and studios 

3. Adult entertainment facilities 

4. This list is not necessarily complete and any similar use may be   

granted upon issuance of a conditional use permit by the Planning 

and Zoning Committee. 

H. Semi-public and public uses 

I. Work in respect to waterways 
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3.34 C-4 HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

3.34.1 PURPOSE 

The C-4 Highway Commercial District is intended to provide for the orderly, 

well-landscaped and attractive grouping at appropriate locations along principal 

highway routes of those businesses and customer services which are logically 

related to and dependent upon highway traffic or which are specifically designed 

to serve the needs of such traffic. 

3.34.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 40,000 sq. ft. 

B. Minimum width:  125 feet 

C. Minimum Corner lot width:  150 feet 

3.34.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height:  35 feet 

3.34.4 YARDS AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum street yard (setback):  See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback). 

B. Minimum side yard: There shall be a side yard on each side of all 

structures not less than 25 feet in width. 

C. Minimum rear yard: There shall be a rear yard of not less than 50 feet. 

3.34.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Automotive sales and service 

B. Boat Dealers 

C. Bowling alleys 

D. Building supply stores excluding lumber yards 

E. Convenience Stores 

F. Clinics 

G. Financial institutions; including drive-in facilities 

H. Garden centers 

I. Gasoline service stations provided that all service islands and pumps shall 

meet the setback requirements. 

J. Grocery and specialty food stores. 

K. Hardware Stores 

L. Liquor Stores 

M. Motels and hotels. 
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N. Offices. 

O. Photography and art studios. 

P. Physical fitness centers. 

Q. Restaurants, including drive-in restaurants. 

R. Self-service storage facilities (mini-warehouses) provided that no 

perishable products may be stored; no flammable or explosive materials 

may be stored; and no sale of merchandise is conducted from a mini-

warehouse. 

S. Snowmobile Dealers 

T. Sporting Goods and Outfitters 

U. Theaters. 

3.34.6 ACCESSORY USES 

A. Accessory structures and uses. (Also, see Section 5.4) 

B. Garages used for storage of vehicles used in conjunction with the 

operation of a business. 

C. Off-street parking and loading areas. 

D. Residential quarters for the owner, proprietor, commercial tenant, 

employee or caretaker located in the same building as the business. 

3.34.7 CONDITIONAL USES (see Section 6.0) 

A. Drive-in uses. 

B. Energy conservation uses. 

C. Funeral homes and crematoriums. 

D. Nursing homes and day care centers. 

E. Radio and television transmission towers. 

F. Recreational uses. 

G. Utilities. 

H. Wireless communication facilities. 

I. Adult entertainment Facilities 

3.34.8 PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS TO BE SUBMITTED TO PLAN 

COMMISSION 

To encourage a business environment that is compatible with the and will enhance 

and promote rural character of the Florence County zoning permits for permitted 

uses in the C-4 District shall not be issued without review and approval of the 

Planning and Zoning Committee. Said review and approval shall be concerned 
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with general layout, building plans, ingress and egress, parking, loading and 

unloading, landscaping, and open space utilization. 

3.35 RESERVED 

3.36 M-1 GENERAL MANUFACTURING DISTRICT 

3.36.1 PURPOSE 

This District is intended for any manufacturing or industrial operation which, on 

the basis of actual physical and operational characteristics, would not be 

detrimental to the surrounding area or to the county as a whole by reason of noise, 

dirt, smoke, odor, traffic, physical appearance or other similar factors. 

3.36.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 20,000 sq. ft. 

B. Minimum width:  150 feet 

3.36.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

B. One additional foot of extra height may be permitted provided on 

additional foot of side or rear yard for each additional foot of extra height 

is established up to a maximum height of 60 feet unless the Planning and 

Zoning Committee approves a greater height. 

3.36.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard:  See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard:  20 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard:  20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet 

3.36.5 PERMITTED USES – By conditional use permit only. 

3.36.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted general 

manufacturing conditional use. (Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.36.7 CONDITIONAL USES 

A. Automotive heavy repair and upholstery 

B. Cleaning, pressing and dying establishments 

C. Commercial bakeries 

D. Commercial greenhouses 

E. Distributors 

F. Farm machinery sales and/or services 

G. Food locker plants 
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H. Laboratories 

I. Machine shops 

J. Manufacture and bottling of nonalcoholic or alcoholic beverages 

K. Manufacture, fabrication, processing, packing, and packing of: 

1. Confections 

2. Cosmetics 

3. Electrical appliances 

4. Electronic devices 

5. Food except cabbage, fish 

6. Tobacco and fish products, meat and meat products 

7. Pea vining 

8. Jewelry 

9. Instruments 

10. Pharmaceutical 

11. Toiletries 

L. Manufacture, fabrication, packing, packaging, and assembly of products 

from: 

1. Furs 

2. Glass 

3. Leather  

4. Metals  

5. Paper 

6. Plaster 

7. Plastics 

8. Textiles 

9. Tobacco  

10. Wood 

11. Printing or publishing 

12. Storage and sale of machinery and equipment 

13. Trade and Contractor's offices 

14. Warehousing and wholesaling 

15. Office, storage, power supply and other such uses normally incident 

to principal use 
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16. Airport 

17. Animal hospitals 

18. Commercial service facilities such as restaurants and fueling 

stations if oriented towards serving the surrounding industrial uses 

19. Dumps 

20. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

21. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

22. Incinerator, public 

23. Public and semi-public buildings 

24. Work in respect to waterways 
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3.37 M-2 INTENSIVE MANUFACTURING DISTRICT 

3.37.1 PURPOSE 

This District is intended to provide for manufacturing, industrial and related uses 

of limited nature and size, which by their nature can exhibit characteristics 

harmful, noxious, or detrimental to surrounding uses of the land or surrounding 

area by reason of smoke, noise, dust, odor, traffic, physical appearance or other 

similar factors. 

3.37.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 20,000 sq. ft. 

B. Minimum width: 150 feet 

3.37.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

B. One additional foot of extra height may be permitted provided one 

additional foot of side or rear yard for each additional foot of extra height 

is also established up to a maximum height of 60 feet unless the Planning 

and Zoning Committee approves a greater height. 

3.37.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard: 20 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard: 20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback: 75 feet 

3.37.5 PERMITTED USES – By conditional use permit only. 

3.37.6 ACCESSORY USES - Uses customarily accessory to a permitted intensive 

manufacturing conditional use. (Also, see Section 5.4.) 

3.37.7 CONDITIONAL USES 

A. Manufacturing and processing of: 

1. All permitted uses from the General Manufacturing District 

2. Freight yards and depots 

3. Breweries 

4. Inside storage 

5. Abrasive 

6. Acetylene 

7. Acid 
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8. Alkalies 

9. Asbestos 

10. Asphalt. 

11. Batteries 

12. Bedding 

13. Bleach 

14. Bone 

15. Cabbage 

16. Candles 

17. Carpeting 

18. Celluloid 

19. Cement 

20. Cereals 

21. Charcoal 

22. Chemicals 

23. Chlorine 

24. Coal 

25. Coffee 

26. Coke 

27. Cordage 

28. Creosote 

29. Dextrine 

30. Disinfectant 

31. Dye 

32. Excelsior 

33. Felt 

34. Fish 

35. Fuel 

36. Furs 

37. Gelatin 

38. Glucose 

39. Gypsum 

40. Hair products 
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41. Ice 

42. Ink 

43. Insecticide 

44. Lampblack 

45. Lime 

46. Lime products 

47. Linoleum 

48. Matches 

49. Meat 

50. Oil cloth 

51. Paint 

52. Paper 

53. Peas 

54. Perfume 

55. Pickle 

56. Plaster of Paris 

57. Plastics 

58. Poison 

59. Polish 

60. Potash 

61. Pulp 

62. Pyroxylin 

63. Radium 

64. Rope 

65. Rubber 

66. Sausage 

67. Shoddy 

68. Shoe and Lampblacking 

69. Size 

70. Starch 

71. Stove polish 

72. Textiles 

73. Varnish 
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B. Manufacturing, processing and storage of: 

1. Building Materials 

2. Dry ice 

3. Explosives 

4. Fat 

5. Fertilizer 

6. Flammable 

7. Gasoline 

8. Glue 

9. Grains 

10. Grease 

11. Lard 

12. Plastics 

13. Radioactive materials 

14. Shellac 

15. Soap 

16. Turpentine 

17. Vinegar 

18. Yeast 

19. Animal reduction 

20. Bag cleaning 

21. Bleacheries 

22. Bone distillation 

23. Canneries 

24. Coal 

25. Cold storage warehouses 

26. Dumps 

27. Electric and steam generating plants 

28. Electroplating 

29. Enameling 

30. Filling over 5,000 square feet 

31. Forages 

32. Foundries 
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33. Garbage 

34. Grading over 5,000 square feet 

35. Incinerators 

36. Junk yard 

37. Lacquering 

38. Lithographing 

39. Manufacturing and bottling of alcoholic beverages 

40. Offal 

41. Oil 

42. Refineries 

43. Road test facilities 

44. Rubbish 

45. Sawmills 

46. Sewage disposal plants 

47. Slaughterhouses 

48. Smelting 

49. Stockyards 

50. Tanneries 

51. Weaving 

52. Work in respect to waterways 

53. Wrecking yard 

54. Salvage Yard 
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3.38 RESERVED 

3.39 RESERVED 

3.40 RESERVED 

3.41 RESERVED 

3.42 RESERVED 

3.43 RESERVED 
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3.44 RESERVED 
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3.45 O-L SINGLE-FAMILY HOME OVERLAY DISTRICT  

3.45.1 PURPOSE 

The Overlay District is intended to provide a suitable environment for single-

family dwellings, while maintaining the value of the homes in that area. 

(Commentary: The County Board approved this Overlay District on February 21, 

1995, as an amendment 95-ZA-1). 

3.45.2 LOT SIZE REGULATION 

A. Minimum area: See primary District OF, A, RS or C-1 

B. Minimum width: See primary District OF, A, RS or C-1 

3.45.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum building height for dwelling, single-family: 35 feet 

3.45.4 WIDTH REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum building width for dwelling, single-family: 18 feet 

3.45.5 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard: See primary District OF, A, RS, or C-1 

B. Minimum side yard: See primary District OF, A, RS, or C-1 

C. Minimum rear yard: See primary District OF, A, RS, or C-1 

D. Minimum water setback: 75 feet 

3.45.6 PERMITTED USES 

A. Those permitted in the primary District OF, A, RS, or C-1 

3.45.7 ACCESSORY USES – (See Section 5.4) 

3.45.8 CONDITIONAL USES 

A. See primary District OF, A, RS, or C-1 

3.45.9 BUILDING AREA 

A. All homes moved or constructed in this District after February 21, 1995 of 

less than 18 feet in width are prohibited, except by conditional use. 

3.45.10 OVERLAY DISTRICT AREAS 

The following areas in the Town of Long Lake, Town of Florence and Town of 

Commonwealth, Florence County, are Overlay Districts: 

A. Within the recorded Plat of the Village of Long Lake and Chicago and 

Northwestern Railway Company's First Addition to the Village of Long 

Lake. 

B. Within 300 feet from the water's edge of Long Lake, Fay Lake, Halsey 

Lake and Reisner Lake. 

C. East Half of Southeast Quarter (E1/2 of SE1/4) Section Twenty (20) 
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D. South Half (S1/2) of Section Twenty One (21) 

E. West Half of Southwest Quarter (W1/2 of SW1/4) Section Twenty-Two 

(22) 

F. West Half of Northwest Quarter (W1/2 of NW1/4) Section Twenty-Seven 

(27) 

G. North Half (N1/2) Section Twenty-Eight (28) 

H. East Half of Northeast Quarter (E1/2 of NE1/4) Section Twenty-Nine 

(29), All in Township Forty (40) North, Range Eighteen (18) East. 

I. Within 350 feet of the shoreline of Keyes Lake 

J. Within 350 feet of the shoreline of Patten Lake 

K. Within the perimeter roads around the Spread Eagle chain of lakes and 

further particularly described as follows: Commencing in Section 5-39-19 

where said perimeter road (Tall Pines Road Southeast Intersection) leaves 

highway U.S. 2, which is the point of beginning; thence northerly in 

section 32-40-19; thence northerly and easterly in section 29-40-19; 

thence easterly in section 28-40-19; thence southerly and easterly in 

section 33-40-19; thence easterly and southerly in section 34-40-19; 

thence southerly in section 3-39-19 (Brown Road) to the north boundary 

line of highway U.S. 2; thence westerly in section 3, 4 and 5-39-19 along 

the said boundary line of highway U. S. 2 to the point of beginning. 

L. A strip of land extending 350 feet from the water's edge of Lakes Elwood, 

Bass, Frog and Crystal in Sections 5, 6, 8, 16 and 17 in Township 39 

North, Range 19 East, Florence County. 

M. A strip of land extending 350 feet from the water's edge of Lake Cosgrove 

and adjoining un-named lake in section 31, Township 40 North, Range 19 

East, Florence County.  

N. A strip of land extending 350 feet from the water’s edge on Spring Lake in 

Section 9, Township 39 North, Range19 East, Town of Florence, Florence 

County, WI. 

O. Blocks 1 and 2 of Commonwealth Iron Co.'s First Addition to Village of 

Commonwealth and Blocks 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 

and 20 of Village of Commonwealth, located in part of Section 28, 

Township 40 North, Range 18 East, Town of Commonwealth, Florence 

County. 



 

Chapter 10, Subchapter 1 Zoning Ordinance 76 Amendment September 18, 2018 
Florence County Code of Ordinances 

3.46 PUD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT 

These regulations apply to this Ordinance; however, in the case of lands within the 

Shoreland and Wetland Zoning Ordinance, the provisions of the Shoreland and Wetland 

Zoning Ordinance will apply to the extent of the most restrictive provision. In the case of 

the lands subject to the Spread Eagle Barrens Planned Unit Development PUD 

Description Agreement, the specific Overlay Districts for the Spread Eagle Barrens shall 

apply as set forth in Sections 3.47, 3.48, and 3.49. 

3.46.1 PURPOSE 

The PUD Planned Unit Development Overlay District is intended to permit 

developments that will, over a period of time, be enhanced by coordinated area 

site planning, diversified location of structures, diversified building types, and/or 

mixing of compatible uses. Such developments are intended to provide a safe and 

efficient system for pedestrian and vehicle traffic; to provide attractive recreation 

and open spaces as integral parts of the developments; to enable economic design 

in the location of public and private utilities and community facilities; and to 

ensure adequate standards of construction and planning. The PUD Overlay 

District under this Ordinance will allow for flexibility of overall development 

design with benefits from such design flexibility intended to be derived by both 

the developer and the community, while at the same time maintaining insofar as 

possible the land use density and other standards or use requirements set forth in 

the underlying basic Zoning District. 

3.46.2 APPLICATION OF DISTRICT 

The PUD Overlay District may be applied to the following basic use Districts: 

A. RS-1-Residential Districts 

B. RS-2-Residential Districts 

C. RS-3-Residential Districts 

D. RS-4-Residential Districts 

E. RS-5-Residential Districts 

F. C-1-General Commercial District 

G. C-2-Commnity Commercial District 

H. C-3-Service Commercial District 

I. C-4-Highway Commercial District 

J. M-1 General Manufacturing District 

K. M-2 Intensive Manufacturing District 

3.46.3 PERMITTED USES 

Permitted uses in a Planned Unit Development Overlay District shall conform to 

the permitted uses allowed in the underlying basic use District. Individual 

structures shall comply with the specific floor area and height requirements of the 

underlying basic use District, except as provided in Section 3.46.6 below. All 

open space and parking requirements of the underlying basic use District shall be 
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complied with either individually or by providing the combined open space and 

parking space required for the entire development in one or more locations within 

the development. 

3.46.4 MINIMUM AREA REQUIREMENTS 

Areas designated as Planned Unit Development Overlay Districts shall be under 

single or corporate ownership or control, and shall contain a minimum 

development area of: 

Principal Uses:  Minimum Area of PUD: 

A. Residential PUD   5 acres 

B. Commercial PUD   5 acres 

C. Industrial PUD   20 acres 

D. Mixed Compatible Use PUD  10 acres 

3.46.5 PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. Pre-Petition Conference. Prior to the official submission of the petition for 

the approval of a Planned Unit Development Overlay District, the owner 

or his agent making such petition shall meet with the Planning and Zoning 

Committee or its staff to discuss the scope and proposed nature of the 

proposed development. 

B. Petition. Following the pre-petition conference, the owner or his agent 

may file a petition with the County Clerk for approval of a Planned Unit 

Development Overlay District. Such petition shall be accompanied by a 

review fee, as established by the County, and the following information: 

1. A statement which sets forth the relationship of the proposed PUD 

to the County's adopted development plan, or any adopted 

component thereof, and the general character of and the uses to be 

included in the proposed PUD, including the following information: 

(a) Total area to be included in the PUD, area of open space, 

residential density computations, proposed number of dwelling 

units, population analysis, availability of or requirements for 

municipal services and any other similar data pertinent to a 

comprehensive evaluation of the proposed development. 

(b) A general summary of the estimated value of structures and site 

improvement costs, including landscaping and special features. 

(c) A general outline of the organizational structure of a property 

owner's or management's association, which may be proposed to 

be established for the purpose of providing any necessary 

private services. 

(d) Any proposed departures from the standards of development as 

set forth in this Ordinance or other County regulations. 

(e) The expected date of commencement of physical development 

as set forth in the proposal. 
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2. A general development plan including: 

(a) A legal description of the boundaries of the subject property 

included in the proposed PUD and its relationship to 

surrounding properties 

(b) The location of public and private roads, driveways, and parking 

facilities. 

(c) The size, arrangement, and location of any individual building 

sites and proposed building groups on each individual site. 

(d) The location of institutional, recreational, and open space areas 

and areas reserved or dedicated for public uses, including 

schools, parks, and drainageways. 

(e) The type, size, and location of all structures. 

(f) General landscape treatment. 

(g) Architectural plans, elevation, and perspective drawings and 

sketches illustrating the design and character of proposed 

structures. 

(h) The existing and proposed location of public sanitary sewer and 

water supply facilities. 

(i) The existing and proposed location of all private utilities or 

other easements. 

(j) Characteristics of soils related to contemplated specific uses. 

(k) Existing topography on the site with contours at no greater than 

2-foot intervals. 

(l) Anticipated uses of adjoining lands in regard to roads, surface 

water drainage, and compatibility with existing adjacent land 

uses. 

C. Referral to Planning and Zoning Committee. The petition for a Planned 

Unit Development Overlay District shall be referred to the Planning and 

Zoning Committee for its review and recommendation, including any 

additional conditions or restrictions that it may deem necessary or 

appropriate. 

D. Referral to Town Board and Planning Committee. The petition and 

detailed site plan for a Planned Unit Development Overlay District shall 

be referred to the Town Board of the Town wherein the proposed Planned 

Unit Development is to be located for its review and recommendation, 

which may include any additional conditions or restrictions which it may 

deem necessary or appropriate. Following such review, the petition and 

recommendation shall be forwarded to the Florence County Planning and 

Zoning Committee for similar review and recommendation. 

E. Public Hearing. The Planning and Zoning Committee shall hold a public 

hearing on the proposed PUD. Notice for such hearing shall include 

reference to the development plans filed in conjunction with the requested 
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Planned Unit Development Overlay District. As soon as is practical 

following the hearing, the Planning and Zoning Committee shall report its 

findings and recommendations to the County Board. 

3.46.6 BASIS FOR APPROVAL OF THE PETITION 

A. The County Planning and Zoning Committee in making its 

recommendation and the County Board in making its determination shall 

consider: 

B. That the petitioners for the proposed Planned Development Overlay 

District have indicated that they intend to begin the physical development 

of the PUD within 9 months following the approval of the petition and that 

the development will be carried out according to a reasonable construction 

schedule satisfactory to the County. 

C. That the proposed Planned Unit Development Overlay District is 

consistent in all respects to the purpose of this Section and to the spirit and 

intent of this Ordinance; is in conformity with the adopted master plan or 

any adopted component thereof; and would not be contrary to the general 

welfare and economic prosperity of the community. 

D. The County Planning and Zoning Committee in making its 

recommendations and the County Board in making its determination shall 

further find that: 

1. The proposed site shall be provided with adequate drainage 

facilities for surface and storm waters. 

2. The proposed site shall be accessible from public roads that are 

adequate to carry the traffic that can be expected to be generated by 

the proposed development. 

3. No undue constraint or burden will be imposed on public services 

and facilities, such as fire and police protection, street maintenance, 

and maintenance of public areas by the proposed development. 

4. The streets and driveways on the site of the proposed development 

shall be adequate to serve the residents of the proposed 

development and shall meet the minimum standards of all 

applicable ordinances or administrative regulations of the Town. 

5. The proposed site shall be provided with adequate public or private 

sanitary sewerage and water distribution facilities. Centralized 

water and sewer facilities shall be preferred. 

6. The entire tract or parcel of land to be included in a Planned Unit 

Development Overlay District shall be held under single ownership, 

or if there is more than one owner, the petition for such Planned 

Unit Development Overlay District shall be considered as one tract, 

lot or parcel, and the legal description must define said PUD as a 

single parcel, lot or tract and be so recorded with the Florence 

County Register of Deeds. 
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E. That in the case of a proposed residential Planned Unit Development 

Overlay District: 

1. Such development will create an attractive residential environment 

of sustained desirability and economic stability, including structures 

in relation to terrain, consideration of safe pedestrian flow, ready 

access to recreation space, and coordination with overall plans for 

the community. 

2. The total net residential density within the Planned Unit 

Development Overlay District will be compatible with the County 

Development Plan or component thereof. 

3. Where public sanitary sewerage facilities are provided, the County 

Planning and Zoning Committee may permit reduction of individual 

lot area to 50 percent of that required by the underlying Zoning 

District. 

4. Provision has been made for the installation of adequate public 

facilities and the continuing maintenance and operation of such 

facilities. 

5. Adequate, continuing fire and police protection is available. 

6. Adequate guarantee is provided for permanent preservation of open 

space areas as shown on the approved site plan either by private 

reservation and maintenance or by dedication to the public. 

F. That in the case of a proposed commercial Planned Unit Development 

Overlay District: 

1. The proposed development will be adequately served by off-street 

parking and truck service facilities. 

2. The proposed development shall be adequately provided with and 

shall not impose any undue burden on public services and facilities 

such as fire and police protection, street maintenance, and 

maintenance of public areas. 

3. The locations for entrances and exits have been designated to 

prevent unnecessary interference with the safe and efficient 

movement of traffic on surrounding streets, and that the 

development will not create an adverse effect upon the general 

traffic pattern of the surrounding neighborhood. 

4. The architectural design, landscaping, control of lighting, and 

general site development will result in an attractive and harmonious 

service area compatible with and not adversely affecting the 

property values of the surrounding neighborhood. 

G. That in the case of a proposed industrial Planned Unit Development 

Overlay District: 

1. The operational character, physical plant arrangement, and 

architectural design of buildings will be compatible with the latest 

in performance standards and industrial development design and 
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will not result in adverse effect upon the property values of the 

surrounding neighborhood. 

2. The proposed development shall be adequately provided with and 

shall not impose any undue burden on public services and facilities, 

such as fire and police protection, street maintenance, and 

maintenance of public areas. 

3. The proposed development will include adequate provisions for off-

street parking and truck service areas and will be adequately served 

by rail and/or arterial highway facilities. 

4. The proposed development is properly related to the total 

transportation system of the community and will not result in an 

adverse effect on the safety and efficiency of the public streets. 

H. That in the case of a mixed use Planned Unit Development Overlay 

District: 

1. The proposed mixture of uses produces a unified composite, which 

is compatible within the underlying Districts and which, as a total 

development entity, is compatible with the surrounding 

neighborhood. 

2. The various types of uses conform to the general requirements as 

herein before set forth, applicable to projects of such use and 

character. 

3. The proposed development shall be adequately provided with and 

shall not impose any undue burden on public services and facilities, 

such as fire and police protection, street maintenance, and 

maintenance of public areas. 

3.46.7 DETERMINATION 

The County Board, after due consideration, may deny the petition, approve the 

petition as submitted, or approve the petition subject to additional conditions and 

restrictions. The approval of a Planned Unit Development Overlay District shall 

be based upon and include as conditions thereto the building, site, and operational 

plans for the development as approved by the County Board. 

3.46.8 CHANGES AND ADDITIONS 

Any subsequent change or addition to the plans or uses shall first be submitted for 

approval to the County Planning and Zoning Committee and, if in the opinion of 

the Plan Commission, such change or addition constitutes a substantial alteration 

of the original plan, a public hearing before the County Planning and Zoning 

Committee shall be required and notice thereof be given pursuant to the 

provisions of Section 15.0 of this Ordinance, and said proposed alterations and 

Plan Commission recommendations shall be submitted to the County Board for 

consideration. 
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3.46.9 SUBSEQUENT LAND DIVISION 

The division of any land or lands within a Planned Unit Development Overlay 

District for the purpose of change or conveyance of ownership shall be 

accomplished pursuant to the land division regulations of the County and when 

such division is contemplated, a preliminary plat of the lands to be divided shall 

accompany the petition for PUD approval. 
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3.47 RS-PUD-SEB PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT SPREAD EAGLE BARRENS 

SINGLE-FAMILY OVERLAY DISTRICT 

3.47.1 PURPOSE 

A. The purpose of the RS-PUD-SEB Residential Planned Unit Development 

Overlay District is to provide the means whereby land may be planned and 

developed as a unit for residential uses under standards and conditions in 

accordance with the Spread Eagle Barrens Planned Unit Development 

PUD Description Agreement that will afford some flexibility; encourage 

good design, open spaces, the preservation of natural features that will 

preserve the ground cover of the shoreland and scenic beauty of the 

navigable water, prevent erosion, and other pertinent factors. Land not 

used for lots and streets shall be dedicated in perpetuity to remain in open 

space. 

B. In cluster subdivisions, the grouping of residences will require lot sizes 

that shall maintain the overall density within the development. The 

remaining undeveloped area shall be required to remain open space. 

C. The rezoning to the RS-PUD-SEB Overlay District shall be required and 

shall be acted on by the Planning and Zoning Committee. 

3.47.2 RS-PUD-SEB DISTRICTS AND LOT REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area: 1 acre 

B. Minimum width: 100 feet 

3.47.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.47.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yards: See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yards: 10 feet (Combined side yards of 25 Feet) (Accessory 

structures 5 feet) 

C. Minimum rear yards: 20 feet 

D. (4) Minimum water setbacks: 75 feet, providing the basement floor 

elevation is above the Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) elevation 

E. Minimum setback from the County owned land being the NE ¼, and the 

SE ¼, of the NE ¼, Section 15, the SE ¼, and the NE ¼, of the SE ¼, 

Section 10, all in Township 39 North, Range 19, East, Town of Florence, 

Florence County, WI: 50 feet. 

3.47.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Dwelling, single-family, providing: 

1. The home is conventionally built on the site 

2. Floor space is a minimum of 1,200 square feet, first floor 

3. Exterior finish material is unobtrusive in body and trim design 
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4. One accessory structure, providing: 

(a) The structure does not exceed 250 square feet 

(b) Accessory structure does not include a detached garage 

5. Exterior finish material is unobtrusive in body and trim design 

B. Steps in steep sloped areas that are near the water, 

1. No more than four feet in width 

2. No more than 40 square feet maximum rest platform area, 4 feet 

wide and 10 feet maximum length 

3. No more than one rest platform in any 50 foot rise in ground 

elevation 

3.47.6 ACCESSORY USES 

3.47.7 CONDITIONAL USES 

A. Multi-family dwellings 

3.47.8 PROHIBITIONS 

Prohibited activities include: 

A. Storage or disposal of junk or solid waste 

B. Construction of private roads for motorized vehicles other than stated in 

the approved site plan 

C. Placement of signs other than “FOR SALE” or “OWNERS NAME” signs 

D. Utility poles 

E. Any further Sub-division of land 

F. Planting of any vegetation which is not natural to the Spread Eagle 

Barrens State Natural Area, other than exempt in sub para I. 

3.47.9 EXEMPTIONS 

Exempt activities; however, the list of activities required that the Planning and 

Zoning Office is notified prior to: 

A. Removal of diseased or insect infested vegetation 

B. Removal of woody vegetation damaged by natural causes 

C. Removal of woody vegetation that poses an imminent hazard to life or 

property 

D. Routine repair and maintenance to structures 

E. Fruit trees, vegetable gardens, lawn grass, etc. 

F. Removal of vegetation for a trail system; this includes the trail that is 

incorporated into the trail system on private lands. 
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3.48 OS-PUD-SEB PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT SPREAD EAGLE BARRENS 

OPEN SPACE OVERLAY DISTRICT 

3.48.1 PURPOSE 

A. The purpose of the OS-PUD-SEB Open Space Planned Unit Development 

Overlay District is to provide for the protection of the environment and 

conservation of natural resources of this area. The OS-PUDSEB District 

will be managed in accordance with the Spread Eagle Barrens Planned 

Unit Development PUD Description Agreement. Generally, this includes 

swamps, marshlands and areas where the highest groundwater is at or near 

the surface of the ground, however; in some cases unspecified land will be 

included. Unspecified land is defined as that portion of a District which is 

not platted into residential or commercial lots. 

B. The rezoning to the OS-PUD-SEB Overlay District shall be required and 

shall be acted on by the Planning and Zoning Committee. 

3.48.2 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Maximum height: 35 feet 

3.48.3 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Front yard:  Same as adjoining land regulations 

B. Side yard:  Same as adjoining land regulations 

C. Rear yard:  Same as adjoining land regulations 

D. Inland Water (lakes) setback: 75 feet  

3.48.4 PERMITTED USES 

Open Space is to remain in its natural (existing) condition, and more than one 

corridor will remain open to the public use without discrimination. The corridors 

will be incorporated into the trail system with the following permitted uses: 

A. Picnic Areas 

B. Trails (Walking, Cross Country, Snowmobile, bridle paths) all accessible 

to handicapped 

C. Hunting, Fishing and Trapping 

D. Docking facilities and/or wharves 

E. Roads 

F. Benches (park like benches along the trails) 

G. Parking lot 
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H. Wetland development and expansion 

I. Wildlife preserves, refuges and habitat development 

J. Underground telephone and power distribution lines and necessary above 

ground appurtenant structures, etc. 

K. Other underground utilities 

L. Barrens habitat management, including prescribed burning 

M. Park Area Open Space is to remain in its natural (existing) condition, with 

the following permitted uses: 

1. All items permitted in the general open space  

2. Uninhabitable structures such as belvederes  

3. Shuffle boards, Tennis, Bad mitten courts, etc.  

4. Picnic Tables and Grills 

5. Playground and recreation equipment  

6. Horse shoe facility 
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3.49 CP-PUD-SEB PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT SPREAD EAGLE BARRENS 

COMMERCIAL OVERLAY DISTRICT 

3.49.1 PURPOSE 

A. The purpose of the CP-PUD-SEB Commercial Planned Unit Development 

Overlay District is to provide the means whereby land may be planned and 

developed as a unit for commercial uses under standards and conditions in 

accordance with the Spread Eagle Barrens Planned Unit Development 

PUD Description Agreement. This District provides for a wide range of 

retail stores and personal service establishments, which cater to frequently 

recurring needs 

B. The rezoning to the OS-PUD SEB Overlay District shall be required and 

shall be acted on by the Planning and Zoning Committee. 

3.49.2 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum area:  3 Acres 

B. Minimum width:  300 feet 

3.49.3 HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum height: 35 feet 

3.49.4 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

A. Minimum front yard:  See Section 2.6 (Highway Setback) 

B. Minimum side yard:  25 feet 

C. Minimum rear yard:  20 feet 

D. Minimum water setback:  75 feet, providing the basement floor elevation 

is above the Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) elevation. 

3.49.5 PERMITTED USES 

A. Antique or art shop 

B. Banks and similar services 

C. Business and professional offices and studios 

D. Clubs and lodges 

E. Drug store 

F. Dwelling, single-family, only as accessory to a principal use 

G. Garages for storage of vehicles used in conjunction with a permitted use 

H. Health club 

I. Hotel, motel 

J. Restaurant, café 



 

Chapter 10, Subchapter 1 Zoning Ordinance 88 Amendment September 18, 2018 
Florence County Code of Ordinances 

K. Retail stores and shops offering convenience goods and services 

L. Semi-public use such as administrative building or similar use according 

to definition 

M. Sporting goods store 

3.49.6 ACCESSORY USES 

3.49.7 CONDITIONAL USES 

A. Amusement parks including baseball batting ranges, bowling alley 

commercial skating rinks, go-cart tracks, golf driving range, miniature golf 

course or similar establishment 

B. Adult entertainment facilities 

C. Drive-in restaurant 

D. Tavern 
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4.0 PARTICULAR USE REQUIREMENTS 

4.1 PURPOSE 

The purpose of these requirements is to minimize potential negative impacts from certain 

uses and to promote compatibility between particular uses and surrounding uses. 

4.2 APPLICABLITY 

In addition to complying with other regulations established in this Ordinance, these 

requirements must be met for each specific use. These requirements shall override any 

requirements which are described elsewhere in this Ordinance for the Zoning Districts, 

but only to the extent that they conflict with such requirements. 

4.3 MOBILE HOMES 

This Section of the Zoning Ordinance provides for the location and provisions thereof in 

the placement of Mobile Homes in Florence County. 

4.3.1 DEFINITION 

A. "MOBILE HOME" means a vehicle manufactured or assembled before 

June 15, 1976, designed to be towed as a single unit or in sections upon a 

highway by a motor vehicle and equipped and used, or intended to be 

used, primarily for human habitation, with walls of rigid un-collapsible 

construction, which has an overall length in excess of 45 feet. “Mobile 

home" includes the mobile home structure, its plumbing, heating, air 

conditioning and electrical systems, and all appliances and all other 

equipment carrying a manufacturer's warranty. 

4.3.2 MOBILE HOMES, as defined above, may be permitted provided that: 

A. Minimum Size - 10 feet wide, 45 feet long. 

B. A mobile home shall be equipped with a lavatory, bathtub (or shower), and 

a water closet. 

C. Minimum Height - The above shall not be greater than 80 percent of the 

average width. 

D. All mobile homes shall comply with the minimum regulations set forth in 

all Districts and any legally existing mobile home shall be treated as single-

family, prefabricated housing. 

E. After placement, a mobile home shall be skirted, and the tongue shall be 

covered or removed as to take on the appearance of a conventional home. 

F. Mobile homes shall be placed on firm foundations. 

G. When mobile homes are not connected to a public water supply or public 

sewage system, they shall conform to the requirements of a single-family 

residence for the respective District or shore land, whichever applies. 
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H. Any mobile home moved to or relocated in Florence County after the 

effective date of this Ordinance are permitted only in manufactured home 

parks. 

4.3.3 Any Township Governing body may, by ordinance, restrict or prevent mobile 

homes from being placed in a specified lake area, township, or section as 

designated by such an ordinance. 

4.3.4 All mobile homes shall comply with regulations set forth in the Zoning District 

that they are located as set forth in this Ordinance. 

4.3.5 All mobile homes shall comply with the Florence County Sanitary Ordinance 

Sections. 

4.3.6 Within 30 days after the adoption of the mobile home regulations 95-ZA-1, 

February 21, 1995), pre-existing mobile homes must be skirted and the tongue 

covered or removed as to take on the appearance of a permanent dwelling. 

4.3.7 Mobile homes are only permitted in manufactured home parks. 

4.3.8 The joining or attaching of two or more Mobile Homes, creating one dwelling unit 

is prohibited, unless otherwise approved by the manufacturer and listed in the 

manufacturer’s installation instructions. End to end joining or attaching of Mobile 

Homes is strictly prohibited. 

4.4 MANUFACTURED HOME 

4.4.1 DEFINITION 

“Manufactured Home” means a structure certified and labeled as a manufactured 

home under 42 USC 5401-5425, which, when placed on a site: 

A. Is set on an enclosed foundation in accordance with Section 70.043 (1), 

Wis. Stats., and sub-chapters III, IV, and V of Ch. SPS 321, Wis. Admin. 

Code, or is set on a comparable enclosed foundation system approved by 

the County Zoning and Planning Administrator/Deputy. The County 

Zoning and Planning Administrator/Deputy may require a plan to be 

certified by a registered architect or engineer to ensure proper support for 

the home. 

B. Is installed in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions. 

C. Is properly connected to utilities. 
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4.4.2 All manufactured homes shall comply with regulations set forth in the District that 

they are located. Manufactured homes are permitted in the same Districts as single-

family dwellings and are subject to the provisions of the O-L Single-Family Home 

Overlay District. 

4.4.3 Land deed covenants may be more restrictive. 

4.5 AIRPORT REGULATIONS 

Except for field crops and fences under five feet high, the maximum height of any object 

located within 500 feet of either side of the centerline of a landing strip, and extended to a 

distance of two miles from the end of the runway shall be no higher than 1/100 of the 

distance of the object to the landing strip. 

4.6 ADULT ENTERTAINMENT FACILITIES 

4.6.1 No Adult Entertainment Facilities shall be located: 

A. Within a residential Zoning District 

B. Within 1,320 feet of an existing Adult Entertainment Facilities. 

C. Within 1,320 feet of any residential area. 

D. Within 1,320 feet of any pre-existing school, church, or day care center. 

E. Within 1,320 feet of any pre-existing establishment licensed to sell or 

dispense fermented malt beverages or intoxicating liquor. 

F. Within 1,320 feet of a public park 

G. Within 1,320 feet of a property or Historic District listed in the State 

Register of Historic Places or in the National Register of Historic Places. 

4.6.2 For purposes of this Section, distances are to be measured in a straight line, 

without regard to intervening structures or objects, from the property line of the 

adult-oriented establishment, to the nearest property line of the above listed uses. 

4.6.3 No portable signs, window displays, or temporary signs shall be permitted on the 

premises. 

4.7 AGRICULTURAL USES REQUIREMENTS  

4.7.1 AGRICULTURE 

A. Any agricultural use involving animals shall provide sufficient shelter and 

open space to meet or exceed any standards set by the United States 

Department of Agriculture and/or the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources. 

B. Barnyards, feed lots, and farm structures housing animals shall be located 

at least 100 feet from navigable water and shall be located so that manure 

will not drain into navigable water. 
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C. Barnyards, feed lots, and farm structures housing animals, shall be located 

at least 200 feet from any dwelling unit other than that of the animal 

keeper's dwelling unit. 
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5.0 MODIFICATIONS 

5.1 GENERAL 

The Zoning and Planning Administrator, in reviewing permits, may grant modifications 

to the terms of this Ordinance as provided herein. 

5.2 AVERAGE SETBACK DETERMINATION 

5.2.1 A setback equal to the average setback of existing principal buildings located 

within 500 feet on either side of a proposed building site and on the same side of 

the street, shall be permitted where five of these buildings do not conform with the 

appropriate setback line. Where there are no existing principal buildings within 

500 feet of the proposed building site, the average setback shall be the average of 

the existing principal building on the one side and the required setback. 

5.2.2 Reduced building setbacks from navigable water shall comply with the Shoreland 

and Wetland Zoning Ordinance for Florence County, Wisconsin. 

5.3 HEIGHT REGULATION EXCEPTION 

Heights of the following structures may exceed ordinance limits for the District in which 

it is to be located: cooling towers, stacks, lookout towers, silos, windmills, water towers, 

spires, radio and television aerials, masts, antenna and mechanical appurtenances and 

barns and other buildings designed for the storage of agricultural products, except where 

specifically regulated by this Ordinance. 

5.4 ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES 

Accessory uses are permitted in any District as may be specified in the appropriate 

District regulations or herein. An accessory use building permit shall be required where 

specifically noted in this Section. The use and/or location requirements stipulated 

elsewhere in this Ordinance may be modified for accessory uses as follows: 

5.4.1 ACCESSORY BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES and uses shall be compatible with 

the principal use. 

5.4.2 Location: 

A. No accessory building or structure, with the exception of a boathouse, on 

the shoreline, shall be erected or altered or moved to a location within the 

required area of a front or side yard. Except as specified elsewhere by this 

Ordinance, the sideward setbacks for accessory structures shall be equal to 

those of the principal structure. 

B. An accessory building, structure or use in a rear yard shall be not less than 

seven and one-half feet from any property line, except that on a corner lot, 

a reversed corner lot or a through lot, such accessory building, structure or 

use shall be set back from the property line adjoining a street the distance 

required for a front yard, unless otherwise required herein for a specific 

permitted or conditional use. 
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5.4.3 ENCROACHMENT: No accessory building, structure or use shall encroach upon 

that side yard of a corner lot which is adjacent to the street, upon that side of a 

reversed corner lot which is adjacent to the street, upon that part of a rear yard of a 

through lot, which is within 35 feet from the street line abutting the rear lot or upon 

a front yard, except as permitted herein for specific uses. 

5.4.4 HUMAN HABITATION: 

A. In a Residential District within the shoreland area no accessory building, 

structure or use shall be used for human habitation. 

B. In a Residential District within the shoreland area no accessory building, 

structure or use shall contain living quarters. 

5.4.5 HEIGHT: In a Residential District no accessory building or structure shall exceed 

35 feet in height. 

5.4.6 AREA: In a Residential District, the combined total floor area of such accessory 

buildings shall not exceed the area of the building foot print of the principal 

building on the lot. 

5.4.7 PROHIBITED TYPES: Such items as, but not limited to boats, manufactured 

homes, mobile homes, buses, railroad cars, shipping containers, trailers, trucks, 

and vans shall not be permitted as accessory uses or structures. 

5.5 YARD REGULATIONS 

The following shall not be considered to be obstructions when located in the required 

yards specified: 

5.5.1 IN ANY YARDS: Marquees and awnings adjoining the principal building over-

hanging roof eaves; chimneys, if they do not exceed ten percent of the depth of the 

yard; and ornamental light standards, flag poles, arbors, trellises, trees, shrubs, coin 

operated telephones, permitted signs and outdoor fuel dispensing equipment. 

5.5.2 IN SIDE YARDS: Open accessory off-street parking spaces, except in a side yard 

abutting a street. 

5.5.3 IN REAR YARDS: Enclosed, attached or detached off-street parking spaces; open 

off-street parking spaces; accessory sheds, tool rooms or any similar structures 

customarily accessory to principal use; and balconies, breeze-ways and open 

porches. 
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6.0 CONDITIONAL USES 

6.1 GENERAL 

6.1.1 A conditional use permit shall be required for the establishment of each use 

permitted as a conditional use and for the addition to, or the expansion or 

intensification of a nonconforming use. Conditional permit may be authorized in 

the District in which permitted upon application to the Planning and Zoning 

Committee and subject to the committee's authorizing the issuance of a conditional 

use permit. 

6.1.2 The Planning and Zoning Committee shall consider the effect of such grant on the 

health, general welfare, safety and economic prosperity of the county and of the 

immediate area in which such use would be located, including such considerations 

as the effect on the established character and quality of the area, its physical 

attractiveness, the movement of traffic, the demand for related services, the 

possible hazardous, harmful, noxious, offensive, or nuisance effects resulting from 

noise, dust, smoke, or odor and other factors. 

6.2 APPLICATION 

6.2.1 An application for a conditional use permit shall be submitted to the County 

Zoning and Planning Administrator upon forms furnished by the Florence County 

Planning Department. The application shall contain the following information: 

A. All the information required for a land use permit listed in Section 2.3 and 

a completed conditional use permit form addendum. 

B. Upon written request by the County Zoning and Planning Administrator, 

such additional information as may be required by the County Zoning and 

Planning Administrator so that the County Planning and Zoning Committee 

can determine whether or not the proposed use at the proposed location 

will not be contrary to the public interest and will not be detrimental or 

injurious to public health, public safety, or the character of the 

surrounding area. The written request shall contain an explanation of why 

the additional information is needed. 

C. Water supply and sewage disposal. Where the proposed use involves 

human occupancy, satisfactory evidence that a safe and adequate supply of 

water and approved sewage disposal facilities will be provided, in 

accordance with the requirements of the Florence County Sanitary 

Ordinance, shall be submitted. 

D. Fee. All conditional use permit applications shall be accompanied by a fee 

established by the County Board of Supervisors. 

E. No application shall be accepted by the County Zoning and Planning 

Administrator until complete as judged by the County Zoning and 

Planning Administrator and until all fees established by Florence County 

have been paid in full.  
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6.3 PUBLIC HEARING 

The Planning and Zoning Committee shall schedule a public hearing on the application 

within 30 days after it is filed, but not less than 15 days. 

6.4 DETERMINATION 

Following review, investigation, and public hearing, the Planning Commission shall 

render a decision in writing. 

6.4.1 The Planning and Zoning Committee shall report its decision within 90 days after 

the filing of the application 

6.4.2 If the application is approved, such decision shall include an accurate and complete 

description of the use as permitted, including all the conditions attached thereto. 

Such permit shall be applicable solely to the structures, use and property so 

described. 

6.4.3 If the application is denied, the reasons for denial shall be stated.  

6.5 BASIS OF APPROVAL 

6.5.1 The County Planning and Zoning Committee shall review each conditional use 

permit application for compliance with all requirements applicable to that specific 

use and to all other relevant provisions of this Ordinance. In approving conditional 

uses, the County Planning and Zoning Committee also shall determine that the 

proposed use at the proposed location will not be contrary to the public interest and 

will not be detrimental or injurious to the public health, public safety, or character 

of the surrounding area. 

6.5.2 To aid in the review of the proposed project against the above criteria, the County 

Planning and Zoning Committee shall evaluate the following specific criteria as 

applicable, but shall not be limited thereto: 

A. Whether the proposed project will adversely affect property values in the 

area. 

B. Whether the proposed use is similar to other uses in the area. 

C. Whether the proposed project is consistent with the Florence County 

Development Plan or any officially adopted town plan. 

D. Provision of an approved sanitary waste disposal system. 

E. Provision for a potable water supply. 

F. Provisions for solid waste disposal. 

G. Whether the proposed use creates noise, odor, or dust. 

H. Provision of safe vehicular and pedestrian access. 

I. Whether the proposed project adversely impacts neighborhood traffic flow 

and congestion. 

J. Adequacy of emergency services and their ability to service the site. 
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K. Provision for proper surface water drainage. 

L. Whether proposed buildings contribute to visual harmony with existing 

buildings in the neighborhood, particularly as related to scale and design. 

M. Whether the proposed project creates excessive exterior lighting glare or 

spillover onto neighboring properties. 

N. Whether the proposed project leads to a major change in the natural 

character of the area through the removal of natural vegetation or altering 

of the topography. 

O. Any other factor deemed appropriate by the Planning and Zoning 

Committee to the project or property. 

6.5.3 The applicant's failure to satisfy the criteria listed above in Section 6.5.2 or any 

other applicable requirement in this Ordinance may be deemed grounds to deny the 

conditional use permit. At all times the burden of proof to demonstrate satisfaction 

of these criteria remains with the applicant. 

6.5.4 In the OF-1 FOREST DISTRICT, no conditional use permit shall be granted 

unless the proposed use is consistent with forestry use and is found to be necessary 

in light of the alternative locations available for such use. 

6.6 CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 

In addition to the conditions required by Sections 6.10 through 6.17, the County Planning 

and Zoning Committee may, in approving an application for a conditional use permit, 

impose such restrictions and conditions that it determines are required to prevent or 

minimize adverse effects from the proposed use or development on other properties in the 

neighborhood and on the general health, safety, and welfare of the county Conditions 

such as landscaping, architectural design, type of construction, construction 

commencement and completion dates, financial sureties, lighting, fencing, planting 

screens, operational control, hours of operation, improved traffic circulation, deed 

restrictions, highway access restrictions, increased yards, or parking requirements may be 

required by the County Planning and Zoning Committee upon its finding that these are 

necessary to fulfill the purpose and intent of this Ordinance. 

6.7 EXPIRATION 

All conditional use permits shall expire 12 months from the date of authorization by the 

County Planning and Zoning Committee where the County Planning and Zoning 

Committee determines that no action has commenced to establish the authorized use. 

6.8 PROJECT COMPLETION 

All conditional uses authorized by the County Planning and Zoning Committee shall be 

given a specific amount of time within which the project must be completed. The time 

limit may be negotiated between the project applicant and the County Planning and 

Zoning Committee. If the applicant fails to complete the approved project within the 

designated time period, the County Planning and Zoning Committee may either extend 
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the time limit or require the applicant to seek a new conditional use permit authorizing 

the remainder of the project. 

6.9 TERMINATION 

Where a permitted conditional use does not continue in conformity with the conditions of 

the original approval, the conditional grant shall be terminated by action of the Planning 

and Zoning Committee and may be considered by the committee as a violation of this 

Ordinance. If an established use listed as a conditional use ceases for a period of more 

than 18 months, any future activity shall require a new permit. If requested by the County 

Zoning and Planning Administrator, the Planning and Zoning Committee shall make a 

determination as to whether or not the use is to be considered ceased. 
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6.10 AGRICULTURAL USES 

6.10.1 ROADSIDE STAND 

A. Any roadside stand or similar use shall conform to setback, sign and other 

provisions of this Ordinance, but may be ordered removed by the county 

highway committee, if said committee determines that it constitutes a 

traffic hazard or nuisance. Such removal shall be at the landowners cost if 

such stand was established after the effective date of this Ordinance, 

otherwise the removal cost shall be a consideration of the highway 

committee and the landowner, but the county shall in no way be obligated 

to pay the cost of removal of such stands. 

6.11 BUSINESS USES 

The following business uses shall be conditional and may be permitted as specified.  

6.11.1 FARM EQUIPMENT SALES, SERVICE AND REPAIRS 

Farm equipment sales, service and repairs shall be conducted on a site of no less 

than 20,000 square feet. All storage of equipment shall be at least 100 feet from 

highways or roads and at least 200 feet from any residential property. If the 

Planning and Zoning Committee deems the operation will take on characteristics 

of a junk yard, they may require a hedge planting of sufficient size to screen the 

area from the public right-of-way. 

6.12 INDUSTRIAL USES 

The following industrial uses shall be conditional and may be permitted as specified.  

6.12.1 DUMPS 

A. No garbage or rubbish dumps or closely related operation shall be 

permitted in Florence County except in conformance with a plan approved 

by the Planning and Zoning Committee. Such dumps shall comply with 

the following requirement: 

1. All such establishments shall have minimum size and rear yards of 

100 feet each and shall be located 500 feet from public right-of-

ways. 

2. The dump shall be enclosed by a suitable fence or planting screen 

so that the materials are not visible from other property in the 

vicinity of the dump, nor from a public right-of-way such as roads, 

streets, highways and waterways. 

3. A permit shall be obtained from the State Division of Health or 

other state agency authorized by law to issue such permit certifying 

that the dump will not pollute the ground and surface waters in the 

area. 

4. A one rod wide unobstructed firebreak completely surrounding the 

dump shall be maintained for fire protection. 
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5. No dump in which burning activities are planned at the site shall be 

permitted to pollute the air of nearby populous area. 

6.12.2 MANUFACTURING 

In granting a conditional use permit, the Planning and Zoning Committee shall 

consider: 

A. Potential pollution; uses not inherently a source of pollution within an area 

shall be preferred over uses that are or may be a pollution source; use 

locations within an area tending to minimize the possibility of pollution 

shall be preferred over use locations tending to increase that possibility. 

B. Nuisances such as the emission of excessive dust, smoke, glare, odor, or 

noise and hazards such as the storage of inflammable, toxic materials or 

explosives; traffic conditions including potential adverse effects on the 

public's access to navigable waters. 

C. Aesthetics and the overall effects on the environment and compatibility 

with the existing land and water uses. 

6.12.3 QUARRYING 

These provisions were adopted by the County Board on December 15, 1967 as part 

of the Florence County Zoning Ordinance. Therefore, existing quarries used in 

this Section refer to those in existence on or before December 15, 1967. All 

quarries created after December 15, 1967 should be in compliance with these 

previsions of this Ordinance. 

Applications requesting Planning and Zoning Committee approval of a proposed 

quarrying activity shall be accompanied by: 

A. A description of all phases of the contemplated operation including types 

of machinery and equipment which will or might be necessary to carry on 

the operation. Where the operation is to include sand and gravel washing, 

the estimated daily quantity of water required, its source and its 

disposition shall be identified. 

B. A legal description of the proposed site. 

C. A topographic map (at a minimum contour interval of five feet) of the 

proposed site and the area extending beyond the site to a minimum 

distance of 300 feet on all sides. 

D. A restoration plan as hereinafter required and as required by the Florence 

County Nonmetallic Mining Ordinance. 

E. Consideration of compatibility, in reviewing a proposal for a quarrying 

activity, the County Planning and Zoning Committee shall take into 

consideration: 

1. The effect of the proposed operation on drainage and water supply, 

particularly in connection with sand gravel washing. 

2. The possibility of soil erosion as a result of the proposed operation. 
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3. The most suitable land use for the area, and its effect on the land 

use in adjacent areas. 

F. Restoration Plan and Financial Guarantee Required 

No grant to carry on a quarrying operation shall be given until the 

Planning and Zoning Committee approves a restoration plan and the 

owner agrees to restore the quarried area to a condition of practical 

usefulness and reasonable attractiveness as provided in the conditional use 

permit or within 6 months after the quarrying operations have ceased. The 

owner shall provide sufficient financial guarantee to secure the 

performance of the restoration agreement. The agreement and financial 

guarantee shall be in a form by the District Attorney. 

G. Conditions for Approval 

The Planning and Zoning Committee may set forth conditions regarding 

appropriate setback and other dimensional requirements, particularly with 

reference to avoiding a nuisance effect on surrounding residential uses. 

Suitable fencing and landscaping may be required. 

H. Reserved 

I. Existing Quarrying Operation 

1. Within 6 months after the effective date of this Ordinance, the 

owners of all existing quarrying operations shall submit to the 

Planning and Zoning Committee the names of the quarry owners and 

operators and information regarding its operation. 

2. Within one year after adoption of this Ordinance, the owners shall 

submit to the Planning and Zoning Committee a plan for restoration 

of the quarrying site in accordance with paragraph F, of this 

Section. The restoration plan shall not impose requirements which 

are economically or engineeringly unreasonable with respect to 

conditions resulting from operation prior to enactment of this 

Ordinance. 

3. Within three years after the effective date of this Ordinance any 

such existing operation shall be subject to the provisions of 

paragraphs F, G, and H of this Section. 

6.12.4  MINING OR MINING OPERATIONS 

Applications requesting Planning and Zoning Committee approval of a Mining 

Permit through a conditional use permit shall conform toChapter 20, including but 

not limited to, Section 1.10 and Section 1.14.  

Subject to the provisions of Chapter 20. in granting a conditional use permit, the 

Planning and Zoning Committee shall consider: 

A. Potential pollution; uses not inherently a source of pollution within an area 

shall be preferred over uses that are or may be a pollution source; use 
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locations within an area tending to minimize the possibility of pollution 

shall be preferred over use locations tending to increase that possibility. 

B. Nuisances such as the emission of excessive dust, smoke, glare, odor, or 

noise and hazards such as the storage of inflammable, toxic materials or 

explosives; traffic conditions including potential adverse effects on the 

public's access to navigable waters. 

C. Aesthetics and the overall effects on the environment and compatibility 

with the existing land and water uses. 

 

6.12.5 JUNK OR AUTOMOBILE SALVAGE YARD 

No junk or automobile salvage yards shall be permitted in Florence County except 

in conformance with a plan approved by the County Planning and Zoning 

Committee. Such yards shall comply with the following requirements: 

A. Junk or salvage material shall not be located within 600 feet of public 

roads, streets and highways or within 75 feet of a navigable waterway or 

wetland, and all establishments of this kind shall have minimum side and 

rear yards of 100 feet each. 

B. Junk or salvage materials shall be enclosed by a suitable fence or planting 

screen so that the materials are not visible from other property in the 

vicinity of the junk yard, nor from a public right-of-way such as roads, 

streets, highways and waterways. The fence or planting screen shall be 

kept in good repair. 

C. Junk or salvage materials shall not be piled higher than the height of the 

fence, nor against the fence. 

D. For fire protection, an unobstructed firebreak shall be maintained, one rod 

in width and completely surrounding the salvage or junk yard. 

E. At the site, appropriate measures shall be taken to prevent the 

contamination ground water, surface water, and soils by oils, gasoline, 

grease, acids, solvents, antifreeze, brake fluids, lubricants, and other 

contaminants. Junk yards and salvage yards shall comply with Section 

11.0 Performance Standards. 

6.13 PUBLIC AND SEMIPUBLIC AND INSTITUTIONAL USES 

The following public, semipublic, and institutional uses shall be conditional and may be 

permitted as specified. 

6.13.1 RESERVED 

6.13.2 RESERVED 
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6.14 RECREATIONAL USES 

The following recreational uses shall be conditional and may be permitted as specified: 

6.14.1 CAMPS MAY BE PERMITTED THAT: 

A. The minimum lot area is five acres; the minimum lot width is 300 feet at 

the building line or waterline. 

B. All buildings shall be more than 100 feet from the side lot line. 

C. All buildings and parking lots shall be screened by a suitable species of 

vegetation from adjacent residential lots. 

D. Soil absorption systems shall be located in accordance with the Shoreland 

and Wetland Zoning Ordinance for Florence County, Wisconsin. 

6.14.2 CAMPING AREAS 

Camping areas may be permitted provided that: 

A. The minimum size of a camping area shall be five acres. 

B. The maximum number of camping sites shall be five per acre. 

C. Minimum dimensions of a camping site shall be 50 feet wide by 40 feet 

long. 

D. Each camping site shall be separated from other camping sites by a yard 

not less than 15 feet wide. 

E. There shall be 1½ automobile parking space for each camping site. 

F. There shall be a minimum setback for each camping site of 40 feet from 

all other exterior lot lines. 

G. It shall conform to the requirement of Chapter HFS 178 Campgrounds, 

Wisconsin Administrative Code, and as subsequently amended, shall 

apply. 

H. Soil absorption sewage disposal systems or private sewage disposal plants 

shall be located in accordance with all applicable County Ordinances and 

the Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

6.14.3 MARINAS AND BOAT LIVERIES 

Marinas and boat liveries may be permitted provided that: 

A. They are located more than 500 feet from public bathing beaches, parks 

and boat access points. 

B. They are designed and constructed as to not interfere with adjacent 

riparian owner's uses of the water for swimming, fishing or boating; nor 

interfere or obstruct the public's free navigation. 
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C. Fueling pumps and tanks shall be located two feet above the normal water 

elevation, and no fuel hose shall extend beyond a point necessary to fuel 

boats as the closest proximity to land. 

D. Marinas shall be equipped with facilities for the disposition of domestic 

waste from boats. 

E. The following standards shall apply to marinas and boat liveries: 

 Min, Setback from Waterline 

Use 
Min. lot 

area  

Min. lot 

width at 

building 

line 

Max. 

building 

Height 

Buildings 

Soil 

absorption 

filed trench 

type 

Seepage beds 

or pits 

Marinas and  

Boat Liveries 
25,000 sq. ft. 125 ft. 20 ft. 35 ft. 75 ft. 100 ft. 

Holding tanks shall be located above the normal high-water elevation. Holding 

tanks located on sites subject to flooding shall be flood proofed. 

6.14.4 SHOOTING RANGES FOR FIREARMS 

In granting a zoning or conditional use permit for target ranges, the Planning and 

Zoning Committee shall evaluate: 

A. Potential hazards to adjacent uses. 

B. Topography and ground cover 

C. Noise 

D. The firing of rifled arms and shotguns slugs shall not be permitted directly 

toward or over navigable waters, public or private roads or drives; toward 

any building or structure nor directly toward any population concentration 

which is located within 1 1/2 miles. 

E. There shall be: 

1. An adequate shotfall or bullet impact area. 

2. A defined firing line or firing direction. 

3. Adequate target backstops for the firing of rifled arms. 

F. Shooting ranges shall be clearly identified by signs not less than four 

square feet in gross area located at intervals of not less than 25 yards 

around the perimeter and ranges shall be securely fenced off from adjacent 

lands and waters. 

6.14.5 RECREATIONAL AREAS 

Recreational areas may be permitted provided that: 

A. Compatibility: The area shall be compatible with adjacent land or water 

uses. 
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B. Conservation: The provisions the Shoreland and Wetland Zoning 

Ordinance for Florence County, Wisconsin shall apply. 

C. Entrances and exits are designed and located as to not interfere with the 

public’s or adjacent landowners access to public waters. 

D. Illumination: Any lighting facilities are designed as to minimize reflection 

or glare on or over the water except navigation aids. 

E. Sanitary Systems: Sanitary systems are adequately designed for the 

intensity of use, and are located as to not cause water pollution. 

F. Screening: Bleachers, spectator stands, motor driven rides, concession 

stands, maintenance and storage buildings, parking lots and sanitary 

facilities are effectively screened from the water and adjacent properties 

by vegetative growth. 

6.15 RESIDENTIAL USES 

The following residential uses shall be conditional and may be permitted as specified: 

6.15.1 HOME BUSINESSES. 

The following shall apply: 

A. A maximum of two home businesses shall be permitted per lot or building 

site. In no instance shall there be more than two home-based enterprises 

on a lot or building site, whether those enterprises are home offices/studios 

and/or home occupations and/or home businesses. 

B. The home business shall be conducted by resident(s) of the dwelling unit. 

Other persons may be employed in this business as well, working on- or 

off-site. The County Planning and Zoning Committee may restrict the 

number of persons working onsite. If permitted in a residential District the 

number of persons working on-site shall not exceed four persons. 

C. If located within a dwelling unit, home businesses shall occupy no more 

than 60 percent of the floor area of the dwelling unit. If located in 

accessory buildings, home businesses shall not occupy an area greater than 

100 percent of the floor area of the dwelling unit, except that home 

businesses may occupy an entire accessory building that existed prior to 

the effective date of this Ordinance. 

D. Such use shall not include the conduct of any retail or wholesale business 

on the premises, except for the sale of products or services produced by 

the home business. 

E. Such use shall not involve any outdoor display of any articles offered for 

sale or produced on the premises in conjunction with the home business. 

Outdoor storage of products, materials, equipment, or machinery used in 

conjunction with the home business shall be permitted if the outdoor 

storage areas are provided with the fencing or vegetative screening, so that 
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such storage is not visible from public rights-of-way nor neighboring 

properties. 

F. Vehicles bearing business insignia and trailers used in conjunction with 

the home business may be stored on-site, provided that no more than one 

of each is visible from public rights-of-way and surrounding properties. 

G. Off-street parking shall be provided in accordance with the requirements 

in Section 7.0, traffic, loading, and access requirements. 

H. A maximum of one on-premise advertising sign, not to be illuminated and 

not to exceed 12 square feet in area, shall be permitted for a home 

business. Such signs shall be authorized through issuance of a sign permit 

in compliance with the requirements of this Ordinance. No off-premise 

advertising signs shall be permitted. 

I. Sanitary facilities shall be provided per county and state sanitary code 

requirement. 

J. Uses subject to regulations found elsewhere in this Ordinance shall also 

comply with those regulations. 

6.15.2 HOME OFFICES/STUDIOS 

The use of a dwelling unit or accessory structure for a home office/studio shall be 

clearly secondary to the residential use of the property and shall not change the 

property’s residential character. The following shall apply: 

A. A maximum of two home offices/studios shall be permitted per lot or 

building site. In no instance shall there be more than two home-based 

enterprises on a lot or building site, whether those enterprises are home 

offices/studios and/or home occupations and/or home businesses. 

B. The home office/studio business shall be conducted by resident(s) of the 

dwelling unit. Other persons may be employed by the business but shall 

not work on the premises. 

C. Home offices/studios may be conducted in any dwelling unit or accessory 

building. The total floor area dedicated to home offices/studios, whether 

located within the dwelling unit and/or in an accessory building, shall be 

no more than 25 percent of the floor area of the dwelling unit. 

D. Such use shall not include the conduct of any retail or wholesale business 

on the premises, nor any other activity requiring visits by members of the 

public. 

E. Such use shall not include the operation of any machinery, tools, 

appliances, or other operational activity that would create a nuisance due 

to noise, dust, odors, or vibration, or be otherwise incompatible with the 

surrounding area. 

F. Such use shall not involve any outdoor storage or display of any products, 

materials, equipment, or machinery used in conjunction with the home 

office/studio. 
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G. Any on-site vehicles bearing business insignia or trailers used in 

conjunction with the home office/studio shall be stored indoors. 

H. No parking in addition to that required for the dwelling unit shall be 

required. 

I. Deliveries to or shipments from the property of products, materials, 

equipment, or machinery used in conjunction with a home office/studio 

shall not exceed two per week. 

J. No off-premise nor on-premise advertising signs shall be permitted. 

K. Sanitary facilities shall be provided per county and state sanitary code 

requirements. 

L. Uses subject to regulations found elsewhere in this Ordinance shall also 

comply with those regulations. 

6.15.3 HOME OCCUPATION USES 

Such uses may be permitted provided: 

A. Not more than two individuals are employed besides the members of the 

immediate family. 

B. Such use shall not include the operation of any machinery; tools or other 

appliances, or be otherwise incompatible with the surrounding residential 

area. 

C. Such use does not involve the serving of any beverage, food, the on-lot 

retail or wholesale of goods or materials; nor the removal of sand, gravel, 

stone, topsoil, peat or moss for commercial purposes. 

D. The use does not involve more than 20 percent of the classified floor area 

of the principal building. 

E. Any off-street parking area provided shall be maintained reasonably 

dustless, and adequately screened from adjoining residential properties. 

6.15.4 SECOND SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE 

In addition to an existing single-family residence additional single-family 

residence per parcel may be permitted: Such uses may be permitted in the RS 

Districts provided: 

A. Shall not be used for lease or rent. 

B. Shall only be used for a single-family residence 

C. Such residence shall meet all the lot area, width, height, and yard setback 

requirements for the district in which it is located. 

D. Section 2.8 Area Regulations apply. 

E. No such residence is permitted in a lot abutting navigable water. 
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6.15.5 MANUFACTURED HOME PARKS 

Except as otherwise specifically authorized, manufactured home parks shall meet 

the following requirements: 

A. Minimum size:  five acres 

B. Maximum number of mobile home sites:  five per acre 

C. Minimum dimensions of a mobile home site: 80' x 110' 

D. Maximum height of a mobile home: Above grade shall not be greater than 

80 percent of the average width. 

E. Minimum distance between manufactured home - 50 feet. 

F. Minimum distance between mobile home and service road - 25 feet. 

G. Each manufactured home site shall be connected to a public water supply 

system and a public sewage disposal system, or a private common sewage 

and water supply system which has been approved by the Wisconsin 

Department of Safety and Professional Services (SPS). 

H. All drives, parking areas and walkways shall be hard surfaced. There shall 

be two parking spaces at each manufactured home and additional parking 

spaces for automotive vehicles within the park shall be provided totaling 

not less than one and a quarter parking spaces for each manufactured 

home space. 
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6.16 TEMPORARY USES 

6.16.1 USE OF RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, MOTOR HOMES, AND CAMPING 

TRAILERS for a Maximum of Three (3) Years With Annual Reviews By The 

Zoning Staff 

A. All recreational vehicles, motor homes or camper trailers, used as a 

temporary dwelling, remaining on private property more than thirty (30) 

consecutive days shall comply with the following general requirements: 

1. Apply for and receive a Conditional Use Permit in the Open Forest 

Zoning District or the General Agriculture Zoning District. 

2. Obtain a sanitary permit under the Florence County Sanitary 

Ordinance Chapter 12. 

3. Obtain an E-911 Address/Fire number. 

4. Obtain a Land Use Permit for the placement of the recreational 

vehicle, motor home or camper trailer. 

5. Submit the annual Temporary Use Fee by January 31st of each year. 

6. All recreational vehicles, motor homes or camper trailers must be 

kept in good repair. 

NOTE:  Recreational vehicles, motor homes or camper trailers in storage adjacent 

to the owner’s home are exempt from these requirements. 
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6.17 OTHER USES 

The following other uses shall be conditional and may be permitted as specified: 

6.17.1 BRIDGES 

A. Shall be set so that the lowest part of the span is above the highest 

computed flood level or the highest recorded water elevation. 

B. Shall provide a clear span of the channel and also the floodway if feasible. 

C. Shall compensate for anticipated flood flow increases caused by 

embankments or other support members located in floodways by means of 

increased waterway opening. 

D. Shall be so constructed as to minimize the possibility of ice jams. 

6.17.2 FILLING 

Filling may be permitted provided that the fill material: 

A. Shall be suitable for its intended use; no fill intended for supporting 

buildings shall consist of junk, wood, paper, muck, peat or any similar 

materials which could cause subsidence. 

B. Is protected from erosion so as not to cause siltation of adjacent lands or 

navigable waters. The use of a temporary ground cover or other 

conservation practices such as sediment catch, basins or diversion terraces 

may be required in order to prevent erosion. 

C. Shall rest on a firm bottom and is stabilized according to accepted 

engineering standards. 

D. Shall not impede the drainage from adjacent lands as to create significant 

harm without the adjacent landowner’s written consent. 

E. Shall not in any manner alter the course of a waterway on property 

belonging to other than the applicant. 

F. Shall, where applicable, meet the requirements of Section 3.10.2 and 

3.10.3. 

6.17.3 GRADING 

Grading of an area greater than the specified area may be permitted provided that: 

A. The smallest amount of bare ground shall be exposed for the shortest time 

feasible and permanent ground cover shall be established as soon as 

practical. 

B. Precautions shall be taken to prevent erosion and sedimentation through 

the use of silting basins, diversion, terraces or similar practices used 

individually or in combination where circumstances warrant such. 

C. The provisions of Section 2.10 are met for grading of an area of 10,000 

square feet or more from the banks of navigable water courses. 
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6.17.4 STRUCTURES AND STORAGE FACILITIES IN THE NATURAL RESOURCE 

PRESERVATION DISTRICT 

A. Structures Permitted: The structures except bridges under this Section may 

only be permitted in wide flat floodplains and at a distance from flood 

flow velocities where their location would not violate the intent or general 

provisions of the Natural Resource Preservation District. The 

determination of the effects of these uses shall be based on the assumption 

that the encroachment of any use into the floodplain will extend for a 

significant reach of the stream, together with an encroachment equal in 

degree on the opposite side of the stream. 

B. Storage of buoyant materials of an inert nature such as logs, boats, and 

building material may be permitted as an accessory use providing that 

such materials are removed, or restrained from floating during period of 

high-water. Failure to prevent such material from floating off the 

immediate premise shall constitute a violation of this Ordinance. 

C. The following definitions and minimum standards shall within the Natural 

Resource Preservation District: 

1. Definitions: Building accessory to the permitted and conditional 

uses are generally intended for inert materials and boat storage, 

equipment storage, or rental, equipment operations, ticket or service 

sales, temporary shelters for hunting, fishing, camping and in 

connection with other outdoor recreation activities or agriculture. 

2. Standards: The permitted accessory buildings and structures shall 

be limited to 500 square feet in floor area and 15 feet in height. 

They shall be flood proofed and when there design warrants it, they 

shall be constructed with the long axis of the building parallel to the 

direction of the flow of floodwaters. 

3. The flood proofing requirements shall be those specified and 

certified by a registered engineer and approved by the Planning and 

Zoning Committee. Such requirements shall be based on flood 

hazards, the type and duration of use, and the definition of Flood-

proofed in Section 17.0. 

6.17.5 WORK IN RESPECT TO WATERWAYS 

Such uses may be permitted provided they: 

A. Shall not impede the drainage of adjacent lands without the written 

consent of the adjacent landowners. 

B. Shall not result in a change or alteration in the direction of flow or a 

reduction in normal volumes of water that would be detrimental to 

adjacent landowners or to the public interest. 

C. Shall not result in degrading water quality in navigable waters including 

the capability to sustain fish and other aquatic life. 
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D. Shall not create detrimental affects upon the wildlife habit on lands 

belonging to other than the applicant. 

E. Shall not be incompatible with adjacent land uses; create a safety hazard 

or a nuisance. 

F. Shall have the walls of artificial channels or water-courses stabilized to 

prevent slumping and erosion. 
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7.0 TRAFFIC, LOADING, PARKING AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS 

7.1 VISUAL CLEARANCE 

In each quadrant of every street intersection there shall be designated a visual clearance 

triangle bounded by the street centerline and a line connecting them 300 feet from a Class 

A highway intersection, 200 feet from a Class B highway, and 150 feet from a Class C 

highway intersection. If two highways of a different class intersect, the greater distance 

shall apply to both centerlines. Within this triangle, no object over 2 1/2 feet in height 

above these streets shall be allowed if it obstructs the view across the triangle. Posts or 

open fences are excluded from this provision. Natural vegetation and agricultural crops 

shall also be exempt from this provision. 

7.2 PARKING REQUIREMENTS 

In all Districts and in connection with every use, there shall be provided at the time any 

use is erected, enlarged, extended, or increased, off-street parking stalls for all vehicles in 

accordance with the following: 

7.2.1 ADEQUATE ACCESS to a public street shall be provided for each parking space, 

and driveways shall be at least 10 feet wide for single- and two-family dwellings, 

and a minimum of 24 feet at the property line for all other uses. 

7.2.2 THE MINIMUM DIMENSIONS of each parking space shall be 10 feet by 18 feet. 

7.2.3 PARKING SPACES FOR USE BY PHYSICALLY DISABLED PERSONS. 

Accessible parking spaces shall be provided for all uses except residential at the 

rate listed below. Every accessible space shall be served by an adjoining 5-foot 

access aisle. One in every 8 accessible parking spaces shall be served by an 8 foot 

accessible aisle and designated as “van accessible”: 

A. One properly signed physically disabled parking space shall be provided 

in parking areas containing one to 25 spaces. 

B. Two properly signed physically disabled parking spaces shall be provided 

in parking areas containing 26 to 49 spaces. 

C. Two percent of the total number of spaces shall be properly signed 

physically disabled parking spaces in parking areas containing 50 to 1,000 

spaces. 

D. In addition to the number of spaces required in paragraph B above, one (1) 

percent of each 1,000 spaces over the first 1,000 spaces shall be provided 

for properly signed physically disabled parking spaces. 

E. The minimum dimensions for all parking spaces provided for use by 

physically disabled persons shall be 9 by 18 feet, with a minimum 5 foot 

access aisle (8 foot access aisle for van accessible spaces). 

F. Parking spaces provided for use by physically disabled persons shall be 

located as close as possible to an accessible building entrance. 
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G. All parking spaces provided for use by physically disabled persons shall 

be marked by a sign which includes the international symbol for barrier-

free environments and a statement informing the public that the parking 

space is reserved for use by physically disabled persons. Such sign shall 

comply with the requirements of Sections 346.50, 346.503, and 346.505 of 

the Wisconsin Statutes. 

H. Curb ramps and accessible routes shall be provided which allow 

unobstructed travel from an accessible parking space to the accessible 

building entrance. The slope of any access ramp shall not exceed a ratio of 

one vertical to 12 horizontal. 

7.2.4 LOCATION of parking spaces is to be on the same lot as the principal use or not 

more than 400 feet from the principal use. No parking space or driveway, except in 

residential Districts, shall be closer than 25 feet to a residential lot line or a street 

right-of-way opposite a residential District. 

7.2.5 SURFACE DRAINAGE. All off-street parking areas shall be so graded and 

drained as to dispose of all surface water. Any parking area for more than 5 

vehicles shall have the aisles and spaces clearly marked. 

7.2.6 LANDSCAPING. All public off-street parking areas which serve 30 or more 

vehicles and are created or redesigned and rebuilt subsequent to the adoption of 

this Ordinance shall be provided with accessory landscaped areas totaling not less 

than 5 percent of the surface area. The minimum size of each landscaped area shall 

be 100 square feet. Location of landscaped areas, plant materials, protection 

afforded the plantings, including curbing and provision for maintenance shall be 

subject to approval by the County Planning and Zoning Committee. All plans for 

proposed parking areas shall include a topographic survey and grading plan which 

shows existing and proposed grades and location of improvements. The 

preservation of existing trees, shrubs, and other natural vegetation in the parking 

area may be included in the calculation of required minimum landscaped area. 

Parking areas for 30 or more vehicles which adjoin residential Districts shall be 

visually screened with a solid wall, fence, or evergreen planting of equivalent 

visual density, or other effective means, built and maintained to a minimum height 

of 6 feet. 

7.2.7 CURBS OR BARRIERS shall be installed at least 4 feet from a property line so as 

to prevent parked vehicles from extending over any lot line. 

7.2.8 THE FOLLOWING GUIDE SPECIFIES THE MINIMUM NUMBER OF 

PARKING SPACES REQUIRED. In the case of structures or uses not specified 

herein, the number of spaces specified as the general standard for the use class or 

the number of spaces specified for similar use shall apply. In developments 

involving the establishment or addition of 2 or more uses on one lot or parcel, the 

cumulative number of spaces required for each use shall determine the total 

number of spaces required. 

A. Residential Uses: 
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1. Single-family, two-family, and multiple-family dwellings: 

two spaces per dwelling unit. 

2. Housing for the elderly: one space per dwelling unit.  

B. Retail sales and customer service uses, and places of entertainment: 

1. General standard for the above uses: one space per 150 square feet 

of gross floor area of customer sales and service, plus one space per 

employee. 

2. Financial institutions: one space for each 150 square feet of gross 

floor area of customer service, plus one space per employee for the 

work shift with the largest number of employees. Financial 

institutions with drive-in facilities shall provide sufficient space for 

4 waiting vehicles at each drive-in service lane. 

3. Funeral homes: one space for each 4 patrons at maximum capacity, 

or 25 spaces per chapel unit, whichever is greater. 

4. Grocery stores or supermarkets: one space per 150 square feet of 

gross floor area of customer sales and service area, plus one space 

per employee for the work shift with the largest number of 

employees. 

5. Convenience grocery stores: one space per 100 square feet of gross 

floor area. 

6. Motels and hotels: one space per room or suite, plus one space per 

every 2 employees for the work shift with the largest number of 

employees, plus one space per 3 persons, based on maximum 

capacity, for each public meeting room and/or banquet room. 

7. Lodges and clubs: one space per 3 persons based on the maximum 

capacity of the facility. 

8. Restaurants: one space per 100 square feet of gross dining area, plus 

one space per employee for the work shift with the largest number 

of employees. 

9. Restaurants, drive-through or fast-food: one space per 50 square 

feet of gross dining area, plus one space per 2 employees for the 

work shift with the largest number of employees. Restaurants with 

drive-through facilities shall provide sufficient space for 4 waiting 

vehicles at each drive-through service lane. 

10. General merchandise repair services: one space per 300 square feet 

of gross floor area, plus one space per employee for the work shift 

with the largest number of employees. 

11. Theaters, auditoriums and other places of public assembly: one 

space per 3 patrons based on the maximum capacity of the facility. 
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12. Personal services: one space per 200 square feet of gross floor area, 

plus one space per employee for the work shift with the largest 

number of employees. 

13. Taverns, dance halls, night clubs and lounges: one space per 50 

square feet of gross floor area, plus one space per employee for the 

work shift with the largest number of employees. 

14. Motor vehicle sales establishments: two customer parking spaces 

per salesperson, plus one space per employee for the work shift 

with the largest number of employees. 

15. Motor vehicle repair, maintenance, and service stations: three 

spaces per indoor service bay plus one space per employee for the 

work shift with the largest number of employees. 

16. Animal hospitals: three patron parking spaces per doctor, plus one 

space per employee for the work shift with the largest number of 

employees. 

17. Plant nurseries, and lawn and garden supply stores: one space per 

200 square feet of gross indoor sales and display area, plus one 

space per 500 square feet of gross outdoor sales and display area, 

plus one space per employee for the work shift with the largest 

number of employees. 

18. Shopping centers (gross leasable area of at least 50,000 square feet): 

five spaces per 1,000 square feet of gross leasable area. 

C. Offices: 

1. Medical, dental and similar professional health service offices: five 

patron spaces per doctor, plus one space per employee for the work 

shift with the largest number of employees. 

2. Government, professional and business offices: one space per 250 

square feet of gross floor area. 

D. Commercial/Recreational uses: 

1. General standard: one space per 4 patrons based on the maximum 

capacity of the facility, plus one space per employee for the work 

shift with the largest number or employees. 

2. Bowling alleys: five spaces for each lane, plus one space per 

employee for the work shift with the largest number of employees. 

3. Golf courses: 90 spaces per 9 holes, plus one space per employee 

for the work shift with the largest number of employees. 

4. Golf driving ranges: one space per tee, plus one space per employee 

for the work shift with the largest number of employees. 
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5. Miniature golf course: one and a half spaces per hole, plus one 

space per employee for the work shift with the largest number of 

employees. 

6. Indoor tennis, racquetball and handball courts: three spaces per 

court, plus one space per employee for the work shift with the 

largest number of employees. 

7. Skating rinks, ice or roller: one space per 200 square feet of gross 

floor area. 

E. Industrial and related uses: 

1. Manufacturing, processing, and fabrication operations: one space 

per employee for the work shift with the largest number of 

employees. 

2. Wholesale business: one space per employee for the work shift with 

the largest number of employees, plus one space per 2,500 square 

feet of gross floor area. 

3. Warehousing: one space per employee for the work shift with the 

largest number of employees, plus one space per 5,000 square feet 

of gross floor area. 

4. Mini-warehousing: one space per 10 storage cubicles, plus one 

space per employee for the work shift with the largest number of 

employees. 

5. Extractive and related operations: one space per employee for the 

work shift with the largest number of employees. 

F. Institutional and related uses: 

1. Churches: one space per 3 seats based on the maximum capacity of 

the facility. 

2. Libraries: one space per 250 square feet of gross floor area or one 

space per 4 seats based on maximum capacity, whichever is greater, 

plus one space per employee for the work shift with the greatest 

number of employees. 

3. Museums: one space per 250 square feet of gross floor area, plus 

one space per employee for the work shift with the greatest number 

of employees. 

4. Rooming and boarding houses, fraternity and sorority houses, 

dormitories and rectories: one space per bed. 

5. Convents and monasteries: one space per 3 residents, plus one space 

per employee for the work shift with the largest number of 

employees, plus one space per 5 chapel seats if the public may 

attend. 
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6. Nursing homes: one space per 3 patient beds, plus one space per 

employee for the work shift with the largest number of employees. 

7. Hospitals: two spaces per 3 patient beds, plus one space per staff 

doctor, plus one space per employee, excluding doctors, for the 

work shift with the largest number of employees. 

8. Schools: 

(a) Elementary schools, middle schools, and high schools: one 

space for each teacher and staff member, plus one space for 

each 10 students 16 years of age or older. 

(b) Colleges, universities and trade schools: one space for each 

teacher and staff member, plus one space for each t students 

during the highest attendance period. 

(c) Children's nursery schools and day-care centers: one space per 

employee for the work shift with the greatest number of 

employees, plus one space per 6 students at the highest class 

attendance period. 

7.2.9 ADEQUATE PARKING REQUIRED 

Adequate parking facilities shall be provided for uses which generate vehicular 

traffic. 

7.2.10 USES NOT LISTED 

When a particular use is not listed, the parking requirement for a similar use shall 

apply. 

7.2.11 COMBINATIONS OF USES 

When two or more uses are combined, the total parking requirement shall be 

equal to the sum of the spaces required for each individual use. 

7.3 DRIVEWAY ACCESS 

No direct access by private driveways shall be permitted to any state or federal highway 

without the written permission of the County Highway Department. 

7.4 OFF-STREET LOADING REQUIREMENTS 

All commercial and industrial buildings erected or relocated after the effective date of 

this Ordinance shall be provided with sufficient off-street loading space so that no public 

street, road or alley will be blocked by such activities. 
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8.0 SIGNS 

8.1 ENACTMENT 

8.1.1 All signs except official federal, state and municipal signs hereafter located, 

erected, moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, converted or structurally 

altered, shall be in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

8.1.2 The size, type, and location of signs shall be as provided by this Section as 

affecting each zoning District, except that this Ordinance is not intended to 

prohibit "no hunting", "no trespassing", "for sale", "for rent", or similar signs not 

larger than six square feet in gross area. 

8.1.3 Existing signs of non-conforming businesses of industries announcing only the 

name and occupation of the business or the proprietor, and not exceeding 2 feet in 

width and 10 feet in length are permitted by this Ordinance. 

8.2 SIGN PERMIT REQUIRED 

8.2.1 Sign permits shall be obtained, within 12 months after adoption of this Ordinance, 

for all signs erected before the date of enactment of this Ordinance except that the 

aforementioned "no hunting", "no trespassing", "for sale", "for rent" or similar 

excepted signs mentioned in Section 8.1 of this Ordinance shall not require sign 

permits. 

8.2.2 On-site signs advertising a product for sale or a service rendered on the same lot 

upon which the business is located shall not require a permit, provided that other 

provisions of this Ordinance are not violated. 

8.2.3 After the enactment of this Ordinance, a sign permit is required before any new 

sign is erected, painted, installed, located or otherwise placed, as provided in this 

Ordinance. 

8.3 SIGN PERMIT 

Applications for a sign permit shall be made on forms provided by the County Zoning 

and Planning Administrator and shall contain or have attached thereto the following 

information: 

8.3.1 Name, Address, and telephone number of the applicant. 

8.3.2 Location of building, structure, or lot to which or upon which the sign is to be 

attached or erected. 

8.3.3 Name of Person, firm, corporation, or association erecting the sign. 

8.3.4 Written Consent of the owner or lessee of the building, structure, or land to which 

or upon which the sign is to be affixed. 

8.3.5 A Scale Drawing of such sign indicating the dimensions, the materials to be used, 

the type of illumination, if any, and the method of construction and attachment. 
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8.3.6 A Scale Drawing indicating the location and position of such sign in relation to 

nearby buildings or structures. 

8.3.7 Copies of any other permit required and issued for said sign, including the written 

approval by the Electrical Inspector, in the case of illuminated signs, who shall 

examine the plans and specifications, re-inspecting all wiring and connections to 

determine if the sign complies with the County Electrical Ordinance. 

8.3.8 Additional Information as may be required by the County Zoning and Planning 

Administrator or County Planning and Zoning Committee. 

8.3.9 Sign Permit Applications shall be filed with the County Zoning and Planning 

Administrator, who shall review the application for its completeness and accuracy 

and approve or deny, in writing, the application within 30 days of receipt from the 

applicant unless the time is extended by written agreement with the applicant. A 

sign permit shall become null and void, if work authorized under the permit has 

not been completed within 6 months of the date of issuance. 

8.3.10 Bond. Every applicant for a sign permit shall, before the permit is granted, execute 

a cash bond or other appropriate surety in a sum fixed by the County Board upon 

recommendation of the County Zoning and Planning Administrator, but not to 

exceed $25,000. The form of the cash bond or other surety shall be approved by 

the County Corporation Council, indemnifying the County against all loss, cost of 

damages, or expense incurred or sustained by or recovered against the County by 

reason of the erection, construction, or maintenance of the sign. A liability 

insurance policy issued by an insurance company authorized to do business in the 

State of Wisconsin and conforming to the requirements of this Section may be 

permitted by County Corporation Council in lieu of a bond. 

8.4 SIGN PERMIT FEE AND NUMBER 

8.4.1 Sign permits shall be issued by the Zoning and Planning Administrator. 

8.4.2 Fee. All sign permit applications shall be accompanied by a fee established by the 

Florence County Board of Supervisors. 

8.4.3 Signs shall display the sign permit number, in legible form (not less than 3" in 

height), in the lower left-hand, front corner. 

8.4.4 A permit for each sign is required. Such permit shall authorize the use of each sign 

as long as such sign is, according to rules specified by the Planning and Zoning 

Committee, kept in good repair and complies with the requirements of this 

Ordinance. 

8.5 NON-CONFORMANCE 

Signs not in conformance with the provisions of this Ordinance shall be removed by the 

owner, or owners of property on which they are located within three years of the date of 

the enactment of this Ordinance or three years of the date this Ordinance is subsequently 

amended and thus nonconforming signs are created. 
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8.6 HOME OCCUPATION NAMEPLATE 

One nameplate advertising a legal home occupation shall be permitted upon the property 

on which the home occupation is located, provided that it is not in violation with the 

other provisions of this Ordinance, and that it doesn't exceed three square feet in gross 

area. 

8.7 GENERAL SIGN PROVISIONS 

These provisions shall apply to free standing, billboard type, and signs painted or posted 

onto existing structures except signs used on the premises of a place of business or 

industry and as otherwise provided in Section 8.0. This Section shall not apply to signs as 

permitted in Section 8.1. 

8.7.1 Signs not advertising a service to the motoring public, such as restaurant or 

establishment serving food; hotel or motel; or, an automobile or trucking service 

facility shall be eliminated in accordance with Section 8.5. 

8.7.2 No sign shall exceed 32 square feet in area, 8 feet in length or 8 feet in height 

unless such sign is a part of a building in which event such sign shall not extend 

more than four feet above the roof line nor exceed the maximum height limit of the 

zoning District. 

8.7.3 A minimum 1,000 foot sign interval shall be maintained along highways having 

greater than 65 mile-per-hour speed zone. 

8.7.4 A minimum 500 foot sign interval shall be maintained along highways having less 

than a 65 mile-per-hour speed zone. 

8.7.5 The setback, from the right-of-way, for all signs shall be not less than 66 feet on all 

federal, state and county trunk roads. In no event shall any sign be so located as to 

obstruct a driver's clear vision ahead of the road or any intersections within 1,000 

feet of any given point on the road. 
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8.8 DISTRICT SIGN REGULATIONS 

The following sign regulations shall apply in the zoning Districts as outlined below:  

8.8.1 OPEN SPACE DISTRICT 

A. No signs are permitted in the O-N and OF Districts except those signs 

permitted in Section 8.1. 

B. Signs shall be permitted in the O-P Park and Recreation District as 

follows: 

1. One non-illuminated directional sign advertising a business, service 

or resort, for each property in the O-P Park and Recreation District. 

Such a sign shall be no larger than 24 square feet in size, 12 feet in 

length, nor shall it extend above 12 feet in height, unless attached to 

the principal building in which event the sign would not extend 

above the roof line or exceed 25 feet in height. Information 

contained on such signs may be of reflective materials. 

2. One non-illuminated directional sign is permitted advertising a 

business, service, resort, residence, cabin or farm located on each 

side road intersecting the O-P Park and Recreation District. Such 

signs shall be placed in accordance with Section 8.7.3 and 8.7.4 and 

may be mounted on a common standard which shall not extend 

above 12 feet in height. Individual signs shall be no larger than 

6 square feet in size and preferably made of wood and of only two 

suitable colors such as paint or stain. Information contained on such 

signs may be of reflective materials. 

3. Signs required by public agencies are permitted for traffic control 

devices or to provide information about public places, natural 

phenomena, scenic and historic areas. 

8.8.2 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 

A. Not more than three non-illuminated signs used in connection with a 

permitted commercial use are permitted in the A District, not to exceed 32 

square feet in size per sign. 

B. All other signs in the agricultural District shall require a conditional use 

permit. 

8.8.3 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

All Districts in the Residential District: No signs are allowed except those 

permitted in Sections 8.1, 8.2 and 8.6. 

8.8.4 COMMERCIAL AND MANUFACTURING DISTRICTS 

A. No sign shall be placed within 20 feet of a Residential District boundary 

line. 
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B. No free standing business or advertising sign shall be located within 15 

feet of any roadway, street or highway, within ten feet of any driveway, or 

within 25 feet of the intersection of two streets or roads. 

C. No sign structure or any part thereof, except as provided in Section 8.7.1 

and 8.7.3 shall be located in any public right-of-way. 

D. The maximum allowable gross area of a sign, in square feet, shall not 

exceed three times the lineal frontage of the lot upon which the sign is 

located, however, under no circumstances, shall a sign exceed 32 square 

feet in area. 

E. No sign shall exceed 8 feet in length except where signs over 8 feet in 

length shall require a conditional use permit. 

F. No free standing sign shall exceed 25 feet in height from the ground and 

no attached sign shall be higher than four feet above the top of the roof 

line or in any case exceed the maximum height limitation of the District. 

G. When any sign is illuminated the light shall be shaded or concealed so that 

it will not interfere with the vision of motor vehicle operators or shine 

directly upon any residential property located in a Residential District. 

H. Rotating, moving or flashing signs are prohibited. 

I. Free standing signs shall be spaced no closer than 300 feet from any other 

free standing sign whether or not such sign is located on the same 

premises, except that (1) when a property has frontage of less than 300 

feet, one sign shall be permitted for each individual property ownership, 

and (2) on corner lots a free standing sign may be located along each street 

provided that all other sign regulations are followed. 

J. All signs shall be mounted in one of the following manners: 

1. Back to back;  

2. Flat against a building or wall; 

3. Or otherwise mounted so that the backs of all signs or sign 

structures shall be painted and maintained in a neutral color, or a 

color that blends with the surrounding environment. 
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8.9 SPECIAL SIGN PROVISIONS AND STANDARDS FOR SHORELANDS 

8.9.1 No sign shall contain, include or be illuminated by a flashing or rotating light, nor 

include or be composed of any conspicuous moving or animated part. 

8.9.2 All signs within 300 feet of navigable waters shall not be erected to a height 

greater than 25 feet, and they shall be subject to the following conditions: 

Location or Use Permitted Signs and Conditions 

For signs located between the normal 

highwater line and the water setback line 

established for any use, or 75 feet, which 

ever distance is greatest 

Residential identification, no trespass or 

hunting, river directional, and temporary for 

sale or for rent signs. Such signs shall not 

exceed 6 square feet in gross area nor be 

erected to a height greater than 8 feet. 

For all signs on the side of commercial 

services, public facilities, resorts, 

marina, boat liveries, bait shops or other 

uses that provide public docking 

facilities, which face the water 

No more than 2 signs attached to a dock or 

docks, neither sign shall exceed 6 square feet 

in gross area nor be erected to a height 

greater than 8 feet, and 1 sign attached to the 

principal or accessory building of a gross 

area not to exceed 16 square feet; and not 

erected to a height greater than 16 feet. No 

sign except those forming a part of gas 

pumps, that are intended to be read from the 

water shall be illuminated internally. 

For all signs attached to principal or an 

accessory building that are intended to 

be read from the landward side. 

Signs shall be erected as to not be visible 

from the water. 
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9.0 NONCONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES 

9.1 NONCONFORMING USE 

9.1.1 BUILDING REPAIR: Provisions of this Ordinance shall not be construed to 

prevent the customary and necessary maintenance or repairs of buildings, utilities, 

and property. 

9.1.2 CONTINUATION OF NONCONFORMING USE: Any nonconforming building, 

structure or use which existed lawfully at the time of the adoption of the Ordinance 

and which remains nonconforming and any building, structure or use which shall 

become nonconforming upon the adoption of this Ordinance or of any subsequent 

amendment thereto may be continued as provided in this Section. 

9.2 NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE 

9.2.1 LIMITATIONS: No such structure shall be expanded or enlarged in excess of 50 

percent of its current fair market value except in conformity with the regulation of 

this Ordinance. 

9.2.2 REPAIR: When such structure is damaged to the extent of more than 50 percent of 

its fair market value, it shall not be restored except in conformity with the 

regulations of the District in which it is located, unless Section 9.5 applies. 

9.2.3 RELOCATION: Should such structure be moved, it shall thereafter conform to the 

regulations of the District to which it is moved. 

9.2.4 LOT LINES: The size and shape of a lot shall not be altered in any way so as to 

increase the degree of nonconformity of a building or use. 

9.3 NONCONFORMING USE OF STRUCTURE 

9.3.1 LIMITATIONS: No such use shall be expanded or enlarged. No use shall be 

expanded within a structure which, as of the effective date of this Ordinance, or 

amendment, was only partially designed for or devoted to carrying on such use. 

9.3.2 DISCONTINUANCE: If a nonconforming use is discontinued for a period of 12 

months or more, any future use of the building, structure or property shall conform 

to this Ordinance 

9.3.3 TERMINATION: If the building in which such use is carried on is damaged to the 

extent of more than 50 percent of its current fair market value, it shall not be 

restored for use except in conformity with the regulations of the District in which it 

is located. 
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9.4 NONCONFORMING USE OF LAND 

9.4.1 LIMITATIONS: No such use shall be expanded or enlarged. 

9.4.2 DISCONTINUANCE: If any nonconforming use of land is discontinued for 12 

consecutive months, any further use of the land shall conform to the regulations of 

the District in which it is located unless otherwise specifically stated. 

9.5 NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES DAMAGED OR DESTROYED BY 

VIOLENT WIND, FIRE, FLOOD, OR VANDALISM 

As required by Section 59.692(1s) of the Wisconsin Statutes, if a landowner can establish 

that a nonconforming structure has been destroyed or damaged after October 14, 1997 by 

violent wind, vandalism, fire or flood, the structure may be reconstructed or repaired to 

the size, location and use it had immediately before the damage occurred, subject to the 

following conditions: 

9.5.1 A structure that is destroyed or damaged due to a deliberate act by the landowner 

or by his or her agent, or due to general deterioration or dilapidated condition, may 

not be reconstructed or repaired, except in conformance with the standards of this 

Ordinance. 

9.5.2 Except as provided in Section 87.30(1d) of the Wisconsin Statutes, nonconforming 

buildings that are subject to regulation under a Floodplain Zoning Ordinance may 

not be reconstructed or repaired except in compliance with the Floodplain Zoning 

Ordinance. 

9.5.3 A plan to mitigate the adverse effects of nonconformity shall be developed and 

submitted prior to repair or reconstruction of any destroyed or damaged 

nonconforming structure. The plan shall be approved by the Zoning Administrator 

prior to the issuance of a zoning permit. The plan shall include an implementation 

schedule and shall comply with the requirements in Section 10.0. 

9.5.4 The landowner shall bear the burden of proof as to the size, location or use a 

destroyed or damaged nonconforming structure had immediately before the 

destruction or damaged occurred. 

9.5.5 Repairs are authorized under this provision only to the extent that they are 

necessary to repair the specific damage caused by violent wind, vandalism, fire or 

flood, and only that portion of the nonconforming structure that has been destroyed 

may be reconstructed. 
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9.6 BURDEN OF PROOF 

Any property owner asserting a defense to a charge of violating this Ordinance 

that the property was a valid nonconforming use has the burden of demonstrating 

to a reasonable certainty by the greater weight of credible evidence that: 

9.6.1 The nonconforming use was legally in existence at the time the Ordinance was 

passed or amended, and 

9.6.2 That the use of the property prior to the Ordinance was so active and actual that it 

can be said the property owner acquired a vested interest in its continuance. For 

purposes of this Ordinance, a property owner shall be deemed to have vested right 

in the use of the property where that use at the time of the effective date of this 

Ordinance or amendment thereto is both active and actual (not just contemplated) 

and a substantial degree of activity or expense had been undertaken prior to the 

effective date of this Ordinance or amendment thereto. 

9.6.3 Permits issued prior to the existence of this Ordinance shall be deemed to have 

created a vested right in the property owner to the extent provided in Section 2.2 of 

this Ordinance. 

9.6.4 That the use is substantially the same use that existed prior to the enactment of the 

Ordinance or amendments thereto. 
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10.0 SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS 

10.1 PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN SUBMITTAL 

A preliminary site plan shall be submitted in sufficient quantity to the Zoning and 

Planning Administrator who shall enter the date of receipt upon the copy of the site plan 

to be retained in his files. 

10.2 PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN CONTENTS 

The preliminary site plan shall contain maps and drawings of a suitable scale to indicate 

the following items, as applicable: 

10.2.1 Topography of the site including slopes, drainage courses, adjacent navigable 

waters, wetland areas and elevations of the proposed building sites. 

10.2.2 Existing tree and other vegetative cover. 

10.2.3 The normal highwater elevation of abutting navigable waters and the proposed 

waterline. 

10.2.4 The exact location of the lot lines and the area of the lot. 

10.2.5 The site of all proposed structures and buildings on the subject property including 

underground and surface storage areas, sanitary facilities and the location of all 

structures and buildings within 100 feet on adjoining properties. 

10.2.6 The proposed uses. 

10.2.7 The engineering design for all work in respect to waterways or to flood-proofing. 

10.2.8 The dimensions and location of areas to be graded including the original and final 

elevations and the type of fill material to be used. 

10.2.9 The location and dimensions of areas to be filled including the original and final 

elevations and the type of fill material to be used. 

10.2.10 Landscaping including proposed tree cutting and/or walls or fences used for 

screening. 

10.2.11 Design of the ingress and egress. 

10.2.12 Off-street parking. 

10.2.13 Height of all structures where height standards prevail. 

10.2.14 The locations and types of all signs. 

10.2.15 Locations and widths of existing and proposed right-of-ways. 

10.3 APPROVAL 

A site plan may be approved, or conditionally approved, or denied by the Planning and 

Zoning Committee provided the site plan conforms to all applicable provisions of this 
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Ordinance and in accordance with administrative policies of the County Planning and 

Zoning Committee. 

10.4 SURETIES 

The Planning and Zoning Committee may impose time schedules for the completion of 

buildings, parking areas, open space utilization, and landscaping. The Planning and 

Zoning Committee may require that a performance bond or letter of credit be provided 

for the benefit of the County and filed with the County so as to ensure compliance with 

the site plan, the terms of this Ordinance or required permit, and to guarantee that 

improvements will be completed on schedule. 

10.5 FEES 

The County Board may further require a fee equal to the cost of any legal, engineering, 

administrative, or fiscal work undertaken by the County in their review of a development 

project. 

10.6 FILING OF FINAL SITE PLAN 

Upon granting of the zoning permit a FINAL SITE PLAN shall be filed as part of the 

records for the permit issued. This final site plan shall include information listed in 

Section 10.2 and all recommendations stipulated by the Planning and Zoning Committee. 
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11.0 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 

11.1 COMPLIANCE 

This Ordinance permits specific uses in specific Districts; and these performance 

standards are designed to limit, restrict, and prohibit the effects of those uses outside their 

lot lines or District. All structures, land, air, and waters, shall hereafter, in addition to 

their use and site regulations, comply with the following performance standards. 

11.2 AIR POLLUTION 

No person or activity shall emit any fly ash, dust, fumes, vapors, mists, or gases in such 

quantities so as to substantially contribute to exceeding state or federal air pollution 

standards. 

11.3 WATER QUALITY PROTECTION 

11.3.1 No activity shall locate, store, discharge, or permit the discharge of any treated, 

untreated, or inadequately treated liquid, gaseous, or solid materials of such nature, 

quantity, obnoxiousness, toxicity, or temperature that might run off, seep, 

percolate, or wash into surface or subsurface waters so as to contaminate, pollute, 

or harm such waters or cause nuisances such as objectionable shore deposits, 

floating or submerged debris, oil or scum, color, odor, taste, or unsightliness or be 

harmful to human, animal, plant, or aquatic life. 

11.3.2 In addition, no activity shall withdraw water or discharge any liquid or solid 

materials so as to exceed, or contribute toward the exceeding of, the minimum 

standards set forth in Chapter NR 102 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

11.4 LIGHTING 

No exterior lighting used for parking lots, recreational facilities, product display, or 

security shall be permitted to spill over on operators of motor vehicles, pedestrians, and 

uses of land in abutting lots or public rights-of-way. These requirements shall not apply 

to lighting placed in a public right-of-way for public safety. Accent lighting and low 

voltage lighting (12 volts or less) are exempt from these requirements. 
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11.4.1 ORIENTATION. No exterior lighting fixture shall be oriented so that the lighting 

element (or a transparent shield) is visible from a property in a residential District. 

Light rays shall not be directed into street rights-of-way or upward into the 

atmosphere. The use of shielded luminaries, or luminaries with cutoff optics, and 

careful fixture placement is encouraged to facilitate compliance with this 

requirement. 

11.4.2 MINIMUM LIGHTING STANDARDS. All areas designated on approved site 

plans for vehicular parking, loading, or circulation and used for any such purpose 

after sunset shall provide artificial illumination in such areas at a minimum 

intensity of 0.4 foot-candles, exclusive of approved anti-vandal lighting. 

11.4.3 INTENSITY OF ILLUMINATION. The intensity of illumination, measured at the 

property line, shall not exceed 0.5 foot-candles. 

11.4.4 FLASHING, FLICKERING, AND OTHER DISTRACTING LIGHTING which 

may distract motorists is prohibited. 

11.4.5 NONCONFORMING LIGHTING. All lighting fixtures approved prior to the 

adoption of this Ordinance not meeting the above criteria shall be treated and 

regulated as legal nonconforming uses under Section 9.0. 
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12.0 ADMINISTRATION 

12.1 COUNTY ZONING AND PLANNING ADMINISTRATOR 

12.1.1 DESIGNATION: The County Planning and Zoning Committee shall appoint a 

County Zoning and Planning Administrator for the administration and enforcement 

of the provisions of this Ordinance. The County Planning and Zoning Committee 

may authorize the Town Chairperson of each township to appoint a deputy-zoning 

agent to assist in the enforcement and administration of this Ordinance. 

Compensation for the deputy-Zoning and Planning Administrator will be the 

responsibility of the town. 

12.1.2 DUTIES: In administering and enforcing this Ordinance, the County Zoning and 

Planning Administrator and any of his deputies shall perform the following duties: 

A. Provide necessary forms for applications for use permits. 

B. Issue land use permits, conditional use permits and certificates of 

compliance where the provisions of this Ordinance have been complied 

with. 

C. Survey the County, upon adoption of this Ordinance and, when necessary 

upon the passage of amendments, identify and record information relative 

to nonconforming use and structures. 

D. Maintain files of applications, permits and other relevant information. 

12.1.3 POWERS: The County Zoning and Planning Administrator and his duly appointed 

deputies shall have the powers and authority including but not limited to the 

following: 

A. At any reasonable time, and for any proper purpose, to enter upon any 

public or private premises and make inspection thereof. 

B. Upon reasonable cause or question as to proper compliance, to revoke any 

land use permit and issue cease and desist orders requiring the cessation of 

any building, moving, alteration or use which is in violation of the 

provisions of this Ordinance. 

12.2 STATE REVIEW AND FLOODPLAIN AMENDMENTS 

A copy of applications for conditional use permits, variances and amendments within the 

shorelands shall be forwarded to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for 

review purposes. The methods and procedures for this review shall be agreed upon in 

writing between the County Zoning Committee and/or Board of Adjustment and the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Upon agreement, the methods and 

adjustment as official rules of procedure. 
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13.0 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

13.1 CREATION 

There is hereby created a Board of Adjustment as authorized by Section 59.694 of the 

Wisconsin Statutes. The County Board shall adopt such rules for the conduct of 

business of the board of adjustment as required by Section 59. 694 (3) of the Wisconsin 

Statutes. 

13.2 MEMBERSHIP 

13.2.1 SIZE AND APPOINTMENT: The Chairperson of the County Board shall 

appoint a board of adjustment consisting of three members and two alternate 

members with the approval of the County Board of Supervisors under Section 

59.694(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes. Annually, the Chairperson of the County 

Board shall designate one of the alternate members as the first alternate and the 

other, the second alternate. 

13.2.2 ELIGIBILITY: Members of the Board of Adjustment shall reside in the 

unincorporated areas of the Florence County and no two members shall reside in 

the same town. 

13.2.3 TERMS OF OFFICE. The term of office shall be three years beginning July 1. 

However, these terms of office shall be staggered such that no more than one 

members’ term of office expires in any one year. 

13.2.4 OFFICERS. The Board of Adjustment shall choose its own chairperson, 

vice-chairperson, and secretary. 

13.2.5 REMOVAL. Members may be removed by the chairperson of the County Board 

of Supervisors for cause upon written charges. Cause may include excessive 

absenteeism. 
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13.3 ORGANIZATION 

The Board of Adjustment shall organize and adopt rules for the conduct of its business 

and to carry out into effect the provisions of this Ordinance and Section 59.694 of the 

Wisconsin Statutes. 

13.3.1 MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT shall be held at the call of 

the chairperson and at such other times other time as the Board of Adjustment 

may determine, at a fixed time and place. 

13.3.2 OPEN MEETINGS: All meetings of the Board of Adjustment shall be open to 

the public, unless otherwise authorized by Wisconsin law. 

13.3.3 MINUTES. The Board of Adjustment shall keep minutes of its proceedings 

showing the vote of each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to 

vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other 

official actions, all of which shall be immediately filed in the office of the board 

of adjustment and shall be public record. 

13.3.4 VOTING: 

A. Majority Rule: A majority vote of the board of adjustment shall be 

necessary to reverse any order, requirement, decision or determination of 

any such administrative official, or to decide in favor of the applicant on 

any matter which it is required to pass under this Ordinance to effect any 

such variation to this Ordinance. 

B. The first alternate shall act, with full power, only when a member of the 

board of adjustment refuses to vote because of a conflict of interest or 

when a member is absent. The 2nd alternate shall act only when the first 

alternate refuses to vote because of a conflict of interest or is absent, or 

if more than one member of the board of adjustment refuses to vote 

because of a conflict of interest or is absent. 

13.3.5 THE CHAIRPERSON or in his or her absence the acting chairperson, may 

administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. 

13.4 POWERS OF THE BOARD 

The Board of Adjustment shall have the following powers: 
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13.4.1 To hear and decide appeals when it is alleged there is error in any order, 

requirement, decision or determination made by an administrative official in the 

enforcement of Section 59.69 of the Wisconsin Statutes or of any ordinance 

adopted pursuant thereto. In exercising the above-mentioned powers, the Board 

of Adjustment may, in conformity with the provisions of this Section, reverse of 

affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the order, requirement, decision or 

determination as ought to be made, and to that end shall have all powers of the 

officer from whom the appeal is taken. 

13.4.2 To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from the terms of the 

Ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest, where, owing to special 

conditions, a literal enforcement of the provisions of the Ordinance will result in 

unnecessary hardship, and so that the spirit of the Ordinance shall be observed 

and substantial justice done. 

13.4.3 To grant variances for renewable energy resource systems as provided in Section 

59.694(7) (d) of the Wisconsin Statutes. If the board denies an application for 

variance for such a system, the board shall provide a written statement of its 

reasons for denying the application. In this paragraph, “renewable energy 

resource system” means a solar energy system, a waste conversion energy 

system, a wind energy system or any other energy system which relies on a 

renewable energy resource. 

13.4.4 A variance shall not grant or increase any use of property which is prohibited in 

the zoning district. 

13.4.5 The Board of adjustment may grant a variance from the dimensional standards of 

this Ordinance. 

13.4.6 The power to grant special exceptions and conditional uses is a power granted by 

the County Board solely to the Planning and Zoning Committee. 

13.4.7 The Board is bound to accept this Ordinance and map as being correct. 
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13.5 VARIANCE FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ORDINANCE 

13.5.1 PETITION 

A petition for a variance shall be filed by the property owner, or the owner's 

agent, using forms furnished by the Florence County Planning and Zoning 

Department. Such petition shall include the following: 

A. Name and address of the property owner and petitioner (if different). 

B. Signature of petitioner. 

C. Location of property involved in the petition. 

D. Proposed use or structure in question, including a site plan showing the 

preferred arrangement for which the variance is sought. 

E. Sections(s) of this Ordinance from which a variance is requested. 

F. Details as to the narrowness, shallowness, shape, topography, or other 

characteristics of the land or the physical conditions applying to the 

building, structure, use or intended use which make it not merely 

inconvenient but extremely difficult, if not impossible, to comply with 

the provisions of the Ordinance. 

G. A statement that the conditions detailed above is unique to this property 

and does not generally exist on other properties in the same zoning 

district. 

H. A statement that the unnecessary hardship was not caused neither by the 

applicant nor by any persons still having an interest in the property. 

I. Fee. A petition for a variance shall be accompanied by a fee established 

by the County Board of Supervisors. 

13.5.2 PROCESSING 

A. Public Hearing. The Board of Adjustment shall fix a reasonable time for 

the hearing of the appeal and publish a class 2 notice thereof under 

Ch. 985 Wis. Stats., as well as give due notice to the parties in interest, 

and decide the same within a reasonable time. Upon the hearing, a party 

may appear in person or by agent or attorney. 

B. Decision. Within a reasonable time, the Board of Adjustment shall 

render a decision to either grant or deny the request for variance. 

1. A variance granted shall be the minimum to permit a use of the 

property and may contain conditions or guarantees attached 

thereto by the Board of Adjustment. 

2. A variance denied shall be accompanied by the reasons for denial. 

3. In an action involving a historic property, as defined in Section 

44.31 (3) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the Board of Adjustment 

shall consider any suggested alternatives or recommended 
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decision submitted by the landmarks commission or the planning 

and zoning committee. 

C. Standards for variance. The Board of Adjustment shall consider the 

following standards for granting a variance. The burden of proof at all 

times remains with the applicant to establish that the proposed variance 

meets the following standards: 

1. Unnecessary hardship. That there are present actual physical 

conditions applying to the lot, parcel, building, structure, use or 

intended use on that parcel which are creating the unnecessary 

hardship in the application of this Ordinance, as distinguished 

from a mere inconvenience to the owner if the strict letter of the 

regulations are required. 

2. Unique condition. That the conditions described in par. (a) are 

unique, exceptional, extraordinary, or unusual circumstances 

applying only or primarily to the property under consideration and 

are not of such a general or recurrent nature elsewhere in the same 

zoning district as to suggest or establish the basis for Ordinance 

changes or amendments, or of having that effect if relied upon as 

the basis for granting a variance. 

3. Conditions not self-created. That the condition creating the 

hardship or difficulty was not caused by the petitioner nor by any 

person still having an interest in the property. 

4. Public interest. That in granting the variance there will not be a 

substantial detriment to neighboring property and the grant of 

variance will not be contrary to the purpose of this Ordinance and 

the public interest. 

5. Effect on uses. No variance shall have the effect of allowing in 

any district a use not permitted in that district. 

13.5.3 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES NOTIFICATION 

Pursuant to NR 115.05(6)(h), Wis. Admin. Code, a copy of any variance 

decision of the Board of Adjustment which affects shorelands shall be provided 

to the district office of the Department of Natural Resources within 10 days of 

the date such decision is rendered. 

13.5.4 RESUBMISSION 

A variance petition that has been heard and decided shall not be eligible to be 

resubmitted during the 6 months following the decision. The 6-month period 

may be waived by the Board of Adjustment provided that the petitioner submits 

a written report identifying how the new petition differs materially from the 

previous petition or identifying substantial new evidence that will be offered 

and provided that the Board of Adjustment votes by simple majority that the 

changes or new evidence would be of such significance that the Board might 

consider changing the previous decision. 
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13.5.5 ROAD PROJECTS 

When a structure becomes a nonconforming structure as to setback from a road, 

because the road was widened or relocated by the county, a town, or the 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation, such structure shall not require a 

variance and shall not be considered a nonconforming structure in regards to 

setback from a road or highway. However, no such structure shall thereafter be 

enlarged or rebuilt in such a manner that it will be closer to the right-of-way of 

the road. 

13.5.6 REPAIRS AND RESTORATION 

A structure that was authorized by a variance that is damaged or destroyed by 

fire, explosion, flooding, storm damage, or similar calamity may be repaired or 

restored provided either 1) the repair or restoration would bring the structure 

into compliance with this Ordinance; or 2) the repair or restoration of the 

structure conforms fully to the structure authorized by the variance. 



 

Chapter 10, Subchapter 1 Zoning Ordinance 139 Amendment September 18, 2018 
Florence County Code of Ordinances 

13.6 APPEALS 

13.6.1 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

A. Where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement, decision, or 

determination made by the, Zoning and Planning Administrator or 

Planning and Zoning Committee, an appeal may be taken to the Board of 

Adjustment by any person aggrieved, or by any officer, department, 

board, or bureau of the municipality affected. 

B. Such appeals shall be filed with the Planning and Zoning Department 

within 30 days after the date of written notice of the decision or order of 

the Zoning and Planning Administrator, or Planning and Zoning 

Committee. 

C. Stays. An appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action 

appealed from, unless the officer from whom the appeal is taken shall 

certify to the Board of Adjustment, after the notice of appeal shall have 

been filed, that by reason of facts stated in the certificate a stay would 

cause imminent peril to life or property. In such case, proceedings shall 

not be stayed other than by a restraining order, which may be granted by 

the Board of Adjustment or by a court of record on application on notice 

to the officer from whom the appeal is taken and on due cause shown. 

13.6.2 APPEAL PETITION 

Petitions for appeals shall include: 

A. Name, address, and signature of the appellant. 

B. Location of property affected by the appeal. 

C. The decision being appealed and the grounds claimed for the appeal. 

The burden of proof at all times remains with the appellant. 

D. Such additional information as may be required by the Board of 

Adjustment. 

E. Fee. An appeal shall be accompanied by a fee established by the County 

Board of Supervisors. 

F. The Florence County Planning and Zoning Department shall forthwith 

transmit to the Board of Adjustment the appeal and all the documents 

constituting the record upon which the action appealed from was taken. 

13.6.3 APPEAL PUBLIC HEARING AND DECISION 

A. Public hearing. The Board of Adjustment shall fix a reasonable time for 

the hearing of the appeal and publish a class 2 notice thereof under Ch. 

985 Wis. Stats., as well as give due notice to the parties in interest, and 

decide the same within a reasonable time. Upon the hearing, a party may 

appear in person or by agent or attorney. 
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B. In an action involving a historic property, as defined in Section 44.31 (3) 

of the Wisconsin Statutes., the board of adjustment shall consider any 

suggested alternatives or recommended decision submitted by the 

landmarks commission or the planning and zoning commission. 

C. Decision. The Board of Adjustment decision of the appeal shall be 

rendered in writing within 30 days after the public hearing. Such 

decision shall: 

1. State the specific facts which are the basis for the Board's 

decision. 

2. Either affirm, reverse, vary, or modify the order, requirement, 

decision or determination appealed from. The Board may also 

dismiss the appeal for lack of jurisdiction. 

13.6.4 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES NOTIFICATION 

Pursuant to NR 115.05(6)(h), Wis. Admin. Code, a copy of any appeal decision 

of the Board of Adjustment which affects shorelands shall be provided to the 

district office of the Department of Natural Resources within 10 days of the date 

such decision is rendered. 

13.7 COURT REVIEW 

Any person or persons, jointly or severally, aggrieved by any decision of the Board of 

Adjustment, or any taxpayer, or any officer, department, board or bureau of the 

municipality, may present to a court of record a petition, duly verified, setting forth that 

such decision is illegal, in whole or in part, specifying the grounds of illegality. Such 

petition shall be presented to the court within thirty days after the filing of the decision 

of the Board of Adjustment. 

13.8 CERTIORARI 

Upon the presentation of such petition the court may allow a writ of certiorari directed 

to the Board of Adjustment to review such decision of the Board of Adjustment, and 

shall prescribe therein the time within which a return thereto must be made and served 

upon the realtor's attorney, which shall not be less than ten days and may be extended 

by the court. The allowance of the writ shall not stay proceedings upon the decision 

appealed from, but the court may on application, on notice to the board and on due 

cause shown, grant a restraining order. 

13.9 RETURN WRIT 

The Board of Adjustment shall not be required to return the original papers acted upon 

it, but shall be sufficient to return certified or sworn copies thereof or of such portions 

thereof as may be called for by such writ. The return shall concisely set forth such other 

facts as may be pertinent and material to show the grounds of the decision appealed 

from and shall be verified. 
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13.10 COURT DECISION 

If, upon the hearing, it shall appear to the court that testimony is necessary for the 

proper disposition of the matter, it may take evidence or appoint a referee to take such 

evidence as it may direct and report the same to the court with his findings of fact and 

conclusions of law, which shall constitute a part of the proceedings upon which the 

determination of the court shall be made. The court may reverse or affirm, wholly or 

partly, or may modify the decision brought up for review. 

13.11 COSTS 

Costs shall not be allowed against the board unless it shall appear to the court that it 

acted with gross negligence, or in bad faith, or with malice in making the decision 

appealed from. All issues in any proceeding under this Section shall have preference 

over all civil action and proceedings. 
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14.0 AMENDMENT PROCEDURE 

14.1 AUTHORITY 

The regulations imposed and the zoning districts created under authority of this 

Ordinance may be amended from time to time by ordinance in accordance with the 

Wisconsin Statutes Section 59.69(5) (e) and 59.69 (9). An amendment shall be granted or 

denied by the County Board only after a public hearing before the County Planning and 

Zoning Committee and a report of its findings and recommendations has been submitted 

to the County Board. 

14.2 PETITION FOR AMENDMENT 

14.2.1 Changes to the District boundaries or amendments to the regulations may be 

proposed by the County Board, by the County Planning and Zoning Committee, by 

the town board of any town that the Ordinance is in effect or by a resident or 

owner of property in Florence County. 

14.2.2 The petitioner filing the amendment shall submit, with the application: 

A. A list containing the names of the property owners who own property 

within 300 feet of the property or properties proposed to be rezoned. Such 

list shall be obtained from the approved county tax rolls. 

B. List of reasons justifying the amendment. 

C. Plot Plan drawn to a scale of one inch equals 100 feet showing the area 

proposed to be rezoned, its location, its dimensions, the location and 

classification of adjacent Zoning Districts, and the location and existing 

use of all properties within 300 feet of the area proposed to be rezoned. 

D. Owner's Names and Addresses of all properties lying within 300 feet of 

the area proposed to be rezoned. 

E. Additional Information required by the Planning and Zoning Committee 

or County Board. 

14.3 FEE 

A petition for an amendment shall be accompanied by a fee established by the Florence 

County Board of Supervisors. Such fee shall be paid by person filing the amendment to 

the County Clerk to defray the cost of administration, investigation, advertising and 

processing of the amendment application. 

14.4 PROCESSING 

An application for amendment shall be filed with the County Clerk and thereafter 

introduced into the County Board. Such application shall be forwarded from the County 

Board by the County Clerk to the County Planning and Zoning Committee with a request 

to hold a public hearing in accordance with the applicable Statutes of the State of 

Wisconsin (Section 59.69 (5)) and thereafter to submit a report of its findings and 

recommendations to the County Board. 
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14.5 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

14.5.1 The County Planning and Zoning Committee shall send written notice of the 

proposed public hearing to all owners of real property which lies within three 

hundred (300) feet of the property on which the proposed zoning action is to take 

place. This notice shall be sent at least ten (10) days prior to the date of the public 

hearing. The notice shall contain the time and place of the public hearing, the legal 

description and street or road address of the property involved, and a statement of 

the proposed zoning action requested. Failure to receive such notice shall not 

invalidate the hearing, or the results thereof. 

14.5.2 Notice of the proposed public hearing shall be given by publication in the County 

of a class 2 notice, under Ch. 985 of the Wis. Stats. The notice shall specify the 

time and place of such hearing. A copy of the notice shall be mailed by registered 

mail to the town clerk of each town affected by the proposed amendment at least 

10 days prior to the date of such hearing. 

14.6 DECISIONS 

14.6.1 The County Board, after receiving the report of the County Planning and Zoning 

Committee, and without further public hearing, may grant or deny any proposed 

amendment in accordance with applicable Statutes of the State of Wisconsin, or it 

may refer it back to the Planning and Zoning Committee for further consideration. 

14.6.2 Whenever this Ordinance is amended, a duplicate copy of the amendment shall be 

certified by the County Clerk and sent to the municipal clerks of the municipalities 

affected thereby. Town Zoning Committee shall be advised within 10 days of the 

public hearing of any district change within their town. 

14.7 ZONING OF COUNTY-OWNED LANDS 

The County Board may zone or rezone lands owned by the County in accordance with 

the provisions of Wisconsin Statutes Section 59.69 (9). 
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15.0 PUBLIC HEARING REQUIREMENTS 

15.1 NOTICE 

Adequate notice shall be given of any public hearing required by the provisions of this 

Ordinance, stating the time and place of such hearing and the purpose for which it is 

being held. 

15.2 PROCEDURE 

15.2.1 Notice of public hearing shall be given as per Wisconsin Statutes Section 59.69 (2) 

(e). 

15.2.2 In addition, when the hearing involves a proposed change in the zoning district 

classification of any property, or the granting of a conditional use, the town in 

which the affected land is located shall be notified as per Wisconsin Statutes 

Section 59.69 (5) (e) 2. Also, a copy of the notice shall be posted in the vicinity of 

the proposed change or conditional use where practical, and notice of the public 

hearing shall be mailed to the owners of all lands within 300 feet of any part of the 

land included in such proposed change or conditional use at least 10 days before 

such public hearing. The failure of such notice to reach any property owner shall 

not invalidate any amending ordinance or grant of conditional use. 
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16.0 VIOLATIONS 

16.1 PENALTY PROVISIONS 

16.1.1 GENERAL PENALTY 

Except as otherwise provided, any person who shall violate any of the provisions 

of this Code shall, upon conviction of such violation, be subject to a penalty, 

which shall be as follows: 

A. FIRST OFFENSE: Any person who shall violate any provision of this 

Code shall, upon conviction thereof, forfeit not less than $10.00 nor more 

than $250.00, together with the costs of prosecution, and in default of 

payment of such forfeiture and costs of prosecution, shall be subject to 

imprisonment in the County Jail until such forfeiture and costs are paid, 

but not exceeding 30 days. 

B. SECOND OFFENSE: Any person found guilty of violating any section or 

part of this Ordinance, who has previously been convicted of a violation of 

this Ordinance, shall, upon conviction thereof, forfeit not less than $25.00 

nor more than $500.00 for each such offense, together with the costs of 

prosecution, and in default of payment of such forfeiture and costs shall be 

subject to imprisonment in the County Jail until such forfeiture and costs 

are paid, but not exceeding 90 days. 

16.1.2 CONTINUED VIOLATIONS 

Each violation, and each day a violation continues or occurs, shall constitute a 

separate offense. Nothing in this Code shall preclude the County from 

maintaining any appropriate action to prevent or remove a violation of any 

provision of this Code. 

16.1.3 EXECUTION AGAINST DEFENDANT'S PROPERTY 

Whenever any person fails to pay any forfeiture and costs of prosecution upon the 

order of any court for violation of any ordinance of the County the court may, in 

lieu of ordering imprisonment of the defendant, or after the defendant has been 

released from custody, issue an execution against the property of the defendant 

for such forfeiture and costs. 

16.1.4 CITATION METHOD OF ENFORCEMENT 

Citations may be issued for violations of this General Code, other than traffic and 

those for which a statutory counterpart exists. 

A. The issuance of citations is expressly limited to the following County 

Officials and employees, and the authority delegated to a County Official, 

or employee to issue citations, may only be granted or revoked by the 

County Board: 

1. The Administrator of the Planning and Zoning Department, his 

Designated Deputies and Law Enforcement Officers may issue 

citations for violations of the Florence County Minimum Housing 
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Code Standards, Zoning, Nuisance, Sanitary, Shoreland and 

Wetland, and Floodplain ordinances. 

2. The County Forester or his Deputy for violations of the Park 

Ordinances. 

3. The Health Officer for violation of the Health Department 

Ordinance. 

4. Any law enforcement officer. 

B. The citation shall contain the following: 

1. The name and address of the alleged violator.  

2. Statements describing the alleged violation.  

3. The time and place of the offense. 

4. The Section of the code violated. 

5. A designation of the offense in such manner as can readily be 

understood by a person making a reasonable effort to do so. 

6. The time at which the alleged violator may appear in court. 

7. A statement which, in essence, informs the alleged violator. 

(a) That a cash deposit based on the schedule established by the 

County Board, from time to time, and on file in the office of the 

County Clerk, may be made to and deposited with the Clerk of 

County Court or the Sheriff's Department prior to the time of the 

scheduled court appearance. 

(b) That if a deposit is made, no appearance in court is necessary 

unless he is subsequently summoned. 

(c) That if a cash deposit is made and the alleged violator does not 

appear in court, he will be deemed to have entered a plea of no 

contest or, if the court does not accept the plea of no contest, a 

summons will be issued commanding him to appear in court to 

answer the complaint. 

(d) That if no cash deposit is made and the alleged violator does not 

appear in court at the time specified, an action may be 

commenced to collect the forfeiture. 

8. A direction that if the alleged violator elects to make a cash deposit, 

the statement which accompanies the citation shall be signed to 

indicate that the statement required under subparagraph 7 above has 

been read. Such statement shall be sent or brought with the cash 

deposit. 

9. Such other information as the County deems necessary. 

C. SCHEDULE OF DEPOSITS: The schedule of cash deposits for use with 

citations issued under this Section shall be as adopted by the County 
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Board from time to time and such schedule shall be on file in the offices of 

the Sheriff and the Clerk. 

D. PROCEDURE: Section 66.0113 (3), Wisconsin Statutes, relating to 

violator's options and procedure on default, is adopted and incorporated 

herein by reference. 

E. NONEXCLUSIVITY: Other Ordinance. This Section does not preclude 

the County or any authorized officer from proceeding under any other 

ordinance or law or by any other enforcement method to enforce any 

ordinance, regulation or order. 
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17.0 DEFINITIONS OF WORDS OR PHRASES 

The following words, phrases and terms, wherever they occur in the Ordinance shall be 

interpreted as herein defined: 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE - see STRUCTURE, ACCESSORY. 

ANIMAL FEEDING OPERATION OR AFO - means a feedlot or facility, other than a 

pasture, where animals have been, confined, maintained or stabled for a total of 45 

consecutive days or more in any 12-month period. Two or more animal feeding 

operations under common ownership are deemed to be a single animal feeding operation 

if they are adjacent to each other or if they utilize a common area or system for the 

disposal of wastes. 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATION - Any building or premises that sells gasoline, 

oil and related products to the motoring public. This shall include repairs, washing and 

lubrication, but shall not include body work, painting or dismantling. 

AUTOMOBILE SALVAGE YARD - Any area of land where two or more inoperative 

vehicles, and/or accumulation of parts thereof, are stored in the open and are not being 

restored to operation; or any land, building, or structure used for the wrecking or storing 

of such motor vehicles. On an area of land of more than three (3) acres, an unlicensed, 

unregistered motor vehicle does not apply. 

BAR AND/OR COCKTAIL LOUNGE - Any premises wherein alcoholic beverages 

are sold at retail for consumption on the premises and minors are excluded therefrom by 

law. It shall not mean a premise wherein such beverages are sold in conjunction with the 

sale of food for consumption on the premises and the sale of said beverages comprises 

less than 25 percent of the gross receipts. 

BASIL AREA - The cross-sectional area 4 ½ feet above the ground expressed in square 

feet per acre of all trees with a diameter of 5 inches or larger. 

BASIL AREA PER ACRE - Is the total area in square feet of the cross-section of all 

trees 4 ½ feet above ground with a diameter of 5 inches or larger on an acre. 

BED AND BREAKFAST INN - A house, or portion thereof, where short-term lodging 

rooms and meals are provided. The operator of the inn shall live on the premises or in 

adjacent premises. 

BOARDING HOUSE - A building where meals and lodging are offered for 

compensation for five but not more than 12 persons and where no more than five sleeping 

rooms are provided for such purpose. An establishment where meals are served for 

compensation for more than 12 persons shall be deemed a restaurant. 
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BOATHOUSE - Any structure located on the same lot as the principal building and used 

for protecting or storing of boats, and related equipment used for non commercial 

purposes in conjunction with a residence, and not for human habitation. 

BUFFER AREA - A landscaped area intended to separate and partially obstruct the view 

of two adjacent land uses or properties from one another. 

BUILDABLE AREA - The specified portion of a lot within the building and setback 

lines. 

BUILDING - Any structure which is built for the support, shelter or enclosure of 

persons, animals, chattels or movable property of any kind and which is permanently 

affixed to the land. 

BUILDING ACCESSORY - A subordinate building or a portion of a principal building, 

the use of which is incidental and customary to that of the principal building. 

BUILDING AREA - The area bounded by the exterior dimensions of the outer walls at 

the ground line. 

BUILDING, PRINCIPAL - The main building on a lot, intended for primary use as 

permitted by the regulations of the District in which it is located. 

BULK SAMPLING- means bulk sampling for nonferrous metallic minerals as the 

definition is set forth in Wis. Stat. § 293.01(2m), as may be amended. 

BULKHEAD LINE - A geographic line along a reach of navigable water that has been 

adopted by a municipal ordinance and approved by the Department pursuant to s. 30.11, 

Wis. Stats., and which allows limited filling between this bulkhead line and the original 

ordinary highwater mark, except where such filling is prohibited by the floodway 

provisions of this Ordinance. 

CAMP - An area, including buildings, used for the accommodation of members of 

various organizations or groups for institutional, religious, recreational or business 

purpose. 

CAMPING AREA - Any public or private premises established for day and overnight 

habitation by persons using equipment designed for the purpose of temporary camping. 

CAMPGROUND - Any parcel of land which is designed, maintained, intended or used 

for the purpose of providing sites for nonpermanent overnight use by 4 or more camping 

units, or which is advertised or represented as a camping area. 

CAMPING UNIT - Any portable device, no more than 400 square feet in area, used as a 

temporary shelter, including but not limited to a camping trailer, motor home, bus, van, 

pick-up truck, tent or other mobile recreational vehicle. 
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CHANNEL - A natural or artificial water course of perceptible extent, with definite bed 

and banks, to confine and conduct continuously or periodically flowing water. 

CHAPTER 20 – Chapter 20 of the Florence County Code of Ordinances, as may be 

amended, relating to metallic mining.  Note that any capitalized terms relating to 

mining that are not defined in this Ordinance shall be defined as set forth in 

Chapter 20. 

CLASS 2 NOTICE - A notice that must be published in an official newspaper or paper 

of general circulation in the county. It must be published once a week for 2 consecutive 

weeks with the last publication being 1 week prior to the hearing. See Chapter 985 Wis. 

Stats. 

CLUB OR LODGE - An association, of persons who are bona fide members, which 

owns, hires, or leases a building or portion thereof, the use of such premises being 

restricted to members and their guests. 

CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT - A development design technique that concentrates 

buildings in specific areas on a site to allow the remaining land to be used for recreation, 

common open space, and preservation of environmentally sensitive areas. 

COMMERCIAL ENTERTAINMENT FACILITIES: 

A. Commercial establishments which display, sell, have in their possession 

for sale, offer for view, publish, disseminate, give, lease, or otherwise deal 

in any written or printed matter, pictures, films, sound recordings, 

machines, mechanical devices, models, facsimiles, or other material and 

paraphernalia depicting sexual conduct or nudity and which exclude 

minors by reason of age. 

B. Commercial establishments which display for viewing any film or pictures 

depicting sexual conduct or nudity and which exclude minors by reason of 

age. 

C. Commercial establishments in which any person appears or performs in a 

manner depicting sexual conduct or involving nudity and from which 

minors are excluded by reason of age. 

CONDITIONAL USE (SPECIAL EXCEPTION) - A use which is permitted by this 

Ordinance provided that certain conditions specified in the Ordinance are met and that a 

permit is granted by the board of adjustment or, where appropriate, the planning and 

zoning committee or county board. 

COUNTY ZONING AGENCY / PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE - That 

committee or commission created or designated by the county board under s. 59.69(2)(a), 

Wis. Stats, to act in all matters pertaining to county planning and zoning. 

DEPARTMENT - The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR). 
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DEVELOPMENT - Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, 

including, but not limited to the construction of building, structures or accessory 

structures; the construction of additions or substantial alterations to buildings, structures 

or accessory structures; the placement of mobile homes; ditching, lagooning, dredging, 

filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations and the deposition or extraction 

of earthen materials. 

DISTRICT - A part or parts of the County for which the regulations of this Ordinance 

governing the use and location of land and buildings are uniform. 

DISTRICT, OVERLAY - Overlay districts provide for the possibility of superimposing 

certain additional requirements upon a basic zoning district without disturbing the 

requirements of the basic district. In the instance of conflicting requirements, the stricter 

of the conflicting requirements shall apply. 

DOMICILE - Means a place of permanent residence evidenced by voting, personal 

income tax, or driver’s license record. 

DRAINAGE SYSTEM - One or more artificial ditches, tile drains or similar devices 

which collect surface runoff of groundwater and convey it to a point of discharge. 

DWELLING UNIT - A group of rooms constituting all or part of a dwelling, which are 

arranged, designed, used or intended for use exclusively as living quarters for one-family 

and not more than an aggregate of two roomers, and which includes complete kitchen 

facilities permanently installed. 

DWELLING, DETACHED - A residential building which is entirely surrounded by 

open space on the same lot. 

DWELLING, SINGLE-FAMILY - A residential building containing one dwelling unit.  

DWELLING, DUPLEX (TWO-FAMILY) - A residential building containing two 

dwelling units. 

DWELLING, MULTIPLE-FAMILY (APARTMENT) - A building containing three 

or more dwelling units. 

DWELLING, TEMPORARY - A dwelling occupied no more than 30 consecutive days. 

EXPLORATION- means exploration of nonferrous metallic materials as defined in Wis. 

Admin. Code Ch. NR 130, and as described in Chapter 20, as may be amended 

FAMILY - One or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, or group of not 

more than five persons not so related, maintaining a common household in a dwelling 

unit. 

FORESTRY - The production and management of trees as a crop. 

FLOODPLAIN - The land which has been or may be hereafter covered by flood water 

during the regional flood. The floodplain includes the floodway and the flood fringe as 

those terms are defined in ch. NR 116, Wis. Adm. Code. 
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FLOOD-PROOFED - A special design, engineering or construction treatment of land or 

structures to prevent the entrance of water and/or the displacement of material or 

structures by flow of flood water and it shall be construed to include the following, 

without limitation because of enumeration: 

A. Raising the ground level of a building or site, by filling or grading, by use 

of piles, so that the lowest floor of the building shall be at an elevation not 

less than two feet above the highest recorded water level; water supply 

systems shall be constructed so as to prevent the entrance of flood waters; 

and essential utility systems shall be flood-proofed. 

B. Keeping flood water away from a building site or reducing the height or 

the frequency of flooding thereon, by dikes, levees, floodwalls or the like. 

C. Making structural modifications in a building to prevent the entrance of 

flood waters or to reduce the height or frequency of flooding therein, such 

as the following: 

1. Anchorage of structures to foundations. 

2. Installation of watertight doors, bulkheads and shutters. 

3. Reinforcement of walls to resist water pressures. 

4. Use of paints, membranes or mortars to reduce seepage of water 

through walls. 

5. Addition of mass or weight to structures to resist flotation. 

6. Installation of pumps to lower water levels in structures. 

D. Constructing of water supply and waste treatment systems to prevent the 

entrance of flood waters. 

E. Providing for prompt removal of structure or contents in time of flooding. 

FLOOR AREA, GROSS - For the purpose of determining requirements for off-street 

parking and off-street loading, the floor area shall mean the sum of the gross horizontal 

areas of the several floors of the building, or portion thereof, devoted to such use, 

including accessory storage areas located within selling or working space, such as 

counters, racks or closets, and any basement floor area devoted to retailing activities to 

the production or processing of goods, or to business or professional offices. 

FUR FARM - A tract of land or buildings devoted in whole or part to the raising of fur 

bearing animals for commercial purposes. 

GARAGE, PRIVATE - A structure primarily intended for and used for the enclosed 

storage or shelter of the private motor vehicles of the family’s resident upon the premises. 

Carports are considered garages. 

GARAGE, PUBLIC OR COMMERCIAL - Any garage other than a private garage. 
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HEIGHT, BUILDING - Building height is the vertical distance measured from grade to 

the highest point of the roof; adjacent to the street walk for flat roofs; to the deck line of 

mansard roofs; and, to the mean height between eaves and ridges for gable, hip gambrel 

or pent roofs. 

HOME BUSINESS - A business, profession, occupation, or trade conducted for gain or 

support in conjunction with a residence and in a manner that meets the requirements of 

Section 6.15 of this Ordinance. Examples of businesses that may be permitted as home 

businesses include trade or contractors establishments (such as plumbing, heating and air 

conditioning, excavating, carpentry and woodworking, liquid waste hauling, painting, 

electrical, and well-drilling), veterinary offices, kennels, and automotive and farm 

implement repair shops. 

HOME OCCUPATION - A gainful occupation conducted by a member of the family, 

within his or her place of residence, where the space used is incidental to residential use 

and no article is sold or offered for sale except such as is produced by such home 

occupation which does not alter the exterior of the property or affect the residential 

character of the neighborhood. 

HOME OCCUPATION, RURAL - An accessory use to a customary farming operation 

or a nonfarm household located in a rural area designed for gainful employment 

involving the sale of goods and services that is conducted either from within the dwelling 

and/or from accessory buildings located within 500 linear feet of the dwelling unit 

occupied by the family conducting the home occupation. 

HOME OFFICE/STUDIO - Home office/studio. A business, profession, occupation, or 

trade conducted for gain or support in conjunction with a residence and in a manner that 

meets the requirements of Section 6.15 of this Ordinance. Examples of businesses that 

may be permitted as home offices/studios include any business where transactions with 

customers are conducted entirely by telephone, facsimile machine, and computer; or any 

business where the home serves only as the office or storage space and all services or 

work is performed off-site. 

HOTEL - A building containing lodging rooms, a common entrance lobby, halls and 

stairway, where each lodging room does not have a doorway opening directly to the 

outdoors, except for emergencies and where more than 50 percent of the lodging rooms 

are for rent to transient guests, with or without meals, for a continuous period of less than 

30 days. 

HUNTING OR FISHING SHELTER - A building or structure without permanent 

toilet or kitchen facilities, intended solely for fishing, hunting or trapping and only for 

temporary occupancy. 

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE - A surface that has been compacted or covered with a layer 

of material so that it is highly resistant to infiltration by water. It includes surfaces such 

as compacted sand, rock, or clay, as well as most conventionally surfaced streets, roofs, 

sidewalks, parking lots, and other similar structures. 
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JUNK YARD - An open area or fenced-in enclosure, where used or second-hand 

materials are bought, sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packed, disassembled or handled, 

including but not limited to scrap iron and other metals, paper, rags, rubber tires and 

bottles. For the purpose of this Ordinance, junk yard includes an auto salvage yard but 

does not include uses established entirely within enclosed buildings. Two or more 

inoperative pieces of equipment shall constitute a salvage yard. On an area of land of 

more than 3 acres, an unlicensed, unregistered motor vehicle does not apply. 

KENNEL - An establishment licensed to operate a facility housing dogs, cats, or other 

household pets, which is conducted as a business. 

LARGE ANIMAL FEED OPERATION - Means an animal feeding operation which 

feeds, confines, maintains or stables 100 animal units or more of Dairy Cattle; 100 or more 

animal units of Beef Cattle, Swine, Sheep, Horses, Ducks, Chickens, Turkeys; or 100 or 

more combined animal units as listed in Table 2 Number of Animal Types Equivalent to 

1000 Animal Units and Animal Equivalency Factor in Chapter NR 243.11, Wisconsin 

Administrative Code. 

LOT - A parcel of land, whether legally described or subdivided as one or more lots or 

parts of lots, and which is occupied or intended for occupancy by one principal building 

or principal use, together with any accessory buildings and such open spaces as are 

required by this Ordinance; and having its principal frontage upon a street or road. 

LOT AREA - The area of contiguous land bounded by lot lines, exclusive of land 

provided for public thoroughfares. 

LOT, DEPTH - The average horizontal distance between the front lot line and the rear 

lot line of a lot measured within the lot boundaries. 

LOT LINES - A property boundary line of any lot held in single or separate ownership; 

except that where any portion of the lot extends into the abutting street or alley, the lot 

line shall be deemed to be the street or alley right-of-way line. 

LOT, WIDTH - The average horizontal distance between the side lot lines of a lot 

measured within the lot boundaries and the minimum distance between the side lot lines 

within the buildable area. 

MANUFACTURED HOME - A structure certified and labeled as a manufactured home 

under 42 USC 5401 through 5425, which, when placed on a site:  

A. is set on an enclosed foundation in accordance with Section 70.043 (1), 

Wis. Stats., and sub-chapters III, IV, and V of Ch. SPS 321, Wis. Admin. 

Code, or is set on a comparable enclosed foundation system approved by 

the County Zoning and Planning Administrator/Deputy. The County 

Zoning and Planning Administrator/Deputy may require a plan to be 

certified by a registered architect or engineer to ensure proper support for 

the home; 
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B. is installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions;  

C. is properly connected to utilities.  

D. All manufactured homes shall comply with regulations set forth in the 

zoning district which they are located. 

MANUFACTURED HOME PARK - Any premises on which are parked two or more 

mobile homes or manufactured homes for seasonal or permanent habitation. 

MINING OR MINING OPERATION means, subject to the provisions and definitions 

set forth in Chapter 20, all or part of the process involved in the mining of metallic and 

nonferrous metallic minerals, on or as part of the Mining Site, other than for Exploration, 

Bulk Sampling, or Prospecting, including, but not limited to: 

A. Extraction from the earth of metallic mineral aggregates or metallic 

minerals for off-site use or sale, including drilling and blasting, as well as 

associated activities such as excavation, grading and dredging of such 

materials. 

B. Manufacturing or processing operations that may involve the use of 

equipment for the crushing, screening, separation or blending of the 

metallic mineral aggregates or metallic minerals obtained by extraction 

from the Mining Site or with materials transferred from off-site. 

C. Manufacturing processes aimed at producing metallic products for sale or 

use by the operator. 

D. Stockpiling or storage of metallic products for sale or use off-site and 

stockpiling of waste materials. 

E. Transport of the extracted metallic materials, finished products or waste 

materials to or from the extraction site. 

F. Disposal of waste materials. 

G. Reclamation of the extraction site. 

H. Prospecting or Exploration for metallic minerals is not mining under the 

terms of this Ordinance. 

I. Commercial extraction, agglomeration, beneficiation, construction of 

roads, removal of overburden and the production of refuse. 

MOBILE HOME - means a vehicle manufactured or assembled before June 15, 1976, 

designed to be towed as a single unit or in sections upon a highway by a motor vehicle 

and equipped and used, or intended to be used, primarily for human habitation, with walls 

of rigid un-collapsible construction, which has an overall length in excess of 45 feet. 

“Mobile home" includes the mobile home structure, its plumbing, heating, air 
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conditioning and electrical systems, and all appliances and all other equipment carrying a 

manufacturer's warranty. 

MOTEL - A building or group of buildings containing rooms which are offered for 

compensation for the temporary accommodation of transients, and where there is no 

permanent occupancy of any unit except by the owner, his agent or his employees. 

NAVIGABLE WATERS - Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, all natural inland lakes 

within Wisconsin and all streams, ponds, sloughs, flowages and other waters within the 

territorial limits of this state, including the Wisconsin portion of boundary waters, which 

are navigable under the laws of this state. Under s. 281.31(2)(d), Wis. Stats, 

notwithstanding any other provision of law or administrative rule promulgated 

thereunder, shoreland ordinances required under s. 59.692, Wis. Stats, and ch. NR 115, 

Wis. Adm. Code, do not apply to lands adjacent to farm drainage ditches if: 

A. Farm drainage ditches where such lands are not adjacent to a natural 

navigable stream or river and such lands were not navigable streams 

before ditching; and 

B. Artificially constructed drainage ditches, ponds or stormwater retention 

basins that are not hydrologically connected to a natural navigable water 

body 

NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE - A dwelling or other building that existed 

lawfully before the current zoning Ordinance was enacted or amended, but that does not 

conform to one or more of the development regulations in the current shoreland zoning 

ordinance. 

NONCONFORMING USE - An existing lawful use or accessory use of a structure, 

building or development which is not in conformity with the provisions of this 

Ordinance. 

NORMAL HIGHWATER ELEVATION -  

A. For lakes and ponds: The average of the highwater elevations for the 

period of record. 

B. For flowage: The same as (A), or the highest water elevation as 

determined by a control structure or dam. 

OPEN SPACE - An area that is intended to provide light and air, and is designed for 

either environmental, scenic, or recreational purposes. Open space may include, but is not 

limited to, lawns, decorative planting, walkways, active and passive recreation areas, 

playgrounds, fountains, swimming pools, wooded areas, and water courses. Open space 

shall not be deemed to include driveways, parking lots, or other surfaces designed or 

intended for vehicular travel. 

ORDINANCE – This Chapter 10, which is the Zoning Ordinance of the Florence 

County Code  of Ordinances, as may be amended. 

ORDINARY HIGH-WATER MARK (OHWM) - The point on the bank or shore up to 

which the presence and action of surface water is so continuous as to leave a distinctive 
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mark such as by erosion, destruction or prevention of terrestrial vegetation, predominance 

of aquatic vegetation, or other easily recognized characteristics. 

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) - A development of land that is under 

unified control and is planned and developed as a whole in a single development 

operation or programmed series of development stages. The development may include 

streets, circulation ways, utilities, buildings, open spaces, and other site features and 

improvements. 

PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM - A sewage disposal system other than a 

public sewage disposal system, including septic tank, soil absorption systems, privies, 

holding tanks, and privately owned common sewerage facilities including package 

treatment plants, lagoons and irrigation systems. 

PROPSPECTING- means exploration as defined in Wis. Admin. Code Ch. NR 130, as 

may be amended. 

PUBLIC AND SEMI-PUBLIC BUILDINGS - Public and semi-public buildings in the 

sense of this Ordinance are structures principally of an institutional nature and serving a 

public need such as: churches, hospitals, rest homes, schools, including private academic 

schools and nursery schools, libraries, museums, post offices, police and fire stations, 

public and private utilities and other public services; but not including the operation of a 

public bar, restaurant or recreational facility as commercial enterprise. 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE - Any publicly-owned area; including but not limited to the 

following: parks, playgrounds, forest preserves, beaches, waterways, parkways and 

streets. 

PUBLIC SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM - Sewers and sewage treatment facilities 

used in connecting therewith which are maintained and operated by a municipality or 

sanitary District. 

QUARRYING - The removal of rock, slate, gravel, sand, top soil or other nonmetallic 

natural material from the earth by excavating, stripping, leveling or any other such 

process. 

RECREATIONAL AREA - Shall include park, playground, ball field, ski hill, 

sportfield, swimming pool, riding stables or riding academies or other facilities and area 

constructed for recreational activities and open for uses by the public or private 

organizations. 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES - A vehicle having an overall length of 45 feet or less 

and a body width 8 feet or less primarily designed as temporary living quarters for 

recreational, camping or travel use, which has its own motive power or is mounted or 

drawn by another vehicle. The basic entities are: travel trailer, camping trailer, truck 

camper and motor home. (Includes all classes of recreational vehicles used for a 

temporary dwelling). 
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REGIONAL FLOOD - A flood determined to be representative of the largest flood 

known to have generally occurred in Wisconsin and which may be expected to occur on a 

particular stream because of like physical characteristic, once in every 100 years. 

RESORT - An area containing one or more permanent buildings utilized principally for 

the accommodation of the public for recreation purposes. 

RESTAURANT - A business establishment whose principal business is the selling of 

unpackaged food to the customer in a ready-to-consume state, in individual servings, or in 

nondisposable containers, and where the customer consumes these foods while seated at 

tables or counters located within the building. 

RESTAURANT, DRIVE-IN - A retail outlet where food or beverages are sold to a 

substantial extent for consumption by customers in parked motor vehicles. 

ROADSIDE STAND - A farm building used or intended to be used solely by the owner 

or tenant of the farm on which such building is located for the sale of farm products. 

SANITARY LANDFILL - A waste disposal operation which consists of dumping 

garbage, rubbish and other debris into a depression or trench, compacting it, and 

promptly covering it with a layer of earth of suitable thickness. 

SCENIC CORRIDOR - A strip of land on each side of a stream or roadway that is 

generally visible to the public traveling on such route. 

SCENIC EASEMENT - An easement, the purpose of which is to limit development in 

order to preserve a view or scenic area. 

SCREENING - The method by which a view of one site from another adjacent site is 

shielded, concealed, or hidden. Screening techniques include fences, walls, hedges, 

berms, or other features. 

SEASONAL RESIDENCE - A dwelling unit to be used only for part-time occupancy 

during certain periods of the year, and not intended for permanent year-around use or 

occupancy as a domicile. 

SETBACK - The minimum allowable horizontal distance from a given point or line of 

reference, such as a thoroughfare right-of-way, water line, or prospective line to the 

nearest vertical wall or other element of a building or structure. 

SHORELAND - Lands within the following distances from the ordinary high-water 

mark of navigable waters: 1,000 feet from a lake, pond or flowage; and 300 feet from a 

river or stream or to the landward side of the floodplain, whichever distance is greater. 

SHORELAND SETBACK - Also known as the “shoreland setback area” in s. 

59.692(1)(bn) Wis. Stats. means an area in a shoreland that is within a certain distance of 

the ordinary high-water mark in which the construction or placement of buildings or 

structures has been limited or prohibited under an ordinance enacted under s. 59.692 Wis. 

Stats. 
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SHORELAND - WETLAND DISTRICT - The zoning district, created as a part of the 

county shoreland and wetland zoning ordinance, comprised of shorelands that are 

designated as Wetlands on the wetland maps which have been adopted and made a part of 

the Shoreland and Wetland Zoning Ordinance for Florence County, Wisconsin. 

SHOOTING RANGE - An area designed and constructed for the discharge of firearms 

that is open for club members or public use, excluding individual owned and used target 

and archery ranges. 

SIGN - A name, identification, description, display or illustration which is affixed to or 

painted or represented directly or indirectly upon a building or other outdoor surface or 

piece of land; and which directs attention to an object, product, place, activity, person, 

institution, organization or business. However, a sign shall not include any display of 

official court or public office notices nor shall it include a sign located completely within 

an enclosed building unless the context shall be exposed to view from a street. Each 

display surface of a sign shall be considered to be a separate sign. 

SIGN, ACCESSORY - A sign which is utilized in conjunction with a sign of a principal 

use. 

SIGN, GROSS SURFACE AREA OF - The entire area within a single-continuous 

perimeter enclosing the extreme limits of such sign and in no case passing through or 

between any adjacent elements of same. However, such perimeter shall not include any 

structural elements lying outside the limits of such sign and not forming an integral part 

of the display. 

SITE PLAN, FINAL - A final drawing or design which will show the land use, 

construction or practice as set forth by the County Planning and Zoning Committee. 

SITE PLAN PRELIMINARY - A drawing or design which shows the proposed land 

use, construction or practice that will affect the present land form of the site and its 

vegetation. 

STREET, (AVENUE, PLACE, ROAD, TERRACE, PARKWAY, BOULEVARD 

OR COURT) - A right-of-way of a required width, which affords a primary means of 

access to abutting property. Any vehicular way that is an existing State, County, or Town 

roadway; is shown upon a subdivision plat or certified survey map approved pursuant to 

law; or is approved by other official action. The street includes all land within the right-

of-way, whether improved or unimproved. 

STREET LINE - The dividing line between a lot and a continuous street.  

STRUCTURE - A principal structure or any accessory structure including a garage, 

shed, boathouse, sidewalk, walkway, patio, deck, retaining wall, porch or firepit. Any 

human man-made object with form, shape, and utility, either permanently or temporarily 

attached to, or placed upon the ground, river bed and stream, or lake bed  

STRUCTURE, ACCESSORY - A subordinate structure on the same property as the 

principal structure which is devoted to a use incidental to the principal use of the 

property. Accessory structures include, but are not limited to, detached garages, sheds, 
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barns, gazebos, patios, decks (both detached and attached), swimming pools, hot tubs, 

retaining walls, fences, playground apparatus, driveways, parking lots and parking 

facilities, sidewalks, stairways, lifts, recreational courts and private emergency shelters. 

A. In a Residential District within the shoreland area, no accessory building, 

structure or use shall be used for human habitation. 

B. In a Residential District within the shoreland area, no accessory building, 

structure or use shall contain living quarters. 

C. In a Residential District within the shoreland area, the combined total floor 

area of such accessory buildings shall not exceed the area of the building 

foot print of the principal on the lot. 

STRUCTURE ALTERATION - Any change in the supporting members of a building 

such as bearings, wall column, beams or girders or any substantial changes in the roof 

and exterior wall. 

STRUCTURE, PRINCIPAL - The main structure not including accessory structures on 

a lot, intended for primary use as permitted by the regulations of the district in which it is 

located. A lot on which more than one principal use is permitted may have more than one 

principal structure. 

STRUCTURE, TEMPORARY - A structure which is built of such materials and in 

such a way that it would commonly be expected to have a relatively short useful life, or is 

built for a purpose that would commonly be expected to be relatively short-term. 

SUBSTANDARD LOT - A legally created lot or parcel that met minimum area and 

minimum average width requirements when created, but does not meet current lot size 

requirements for a new lot. 

TAVERN - An establishment serving alcoholic beverages in which the principal 

business is the sale of such beverages at retail for consumption on the premises and 

where sandwiches and snacks are available for consumption on the premises. 

TEMPORARY AMUSEMENT PARK - Any facilities, mobile structure, or structures 

used for recreation, entertainment; such as carnivals and circuses, which are located on a 

site for a period not longer than 30 days. 

TOXIC MATERIALS - Toxic materials are materials which are capable of causing 

injury to living organisms by chemical means. 

TRAILER, CAMPING - Mobile units designed to be used for temporary living or 

commercial purposes. 

TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY - The right to use, occupy or possess, a single family 

dwelling unit for a period of 30 consecutive days or less. 

TRANSIENT RENTAL - The renting of a dwelling unit for transient occupancy. 

UNNECESSARY HARDSHIP - A circumstance where special conditions, which were 

not self-created, affect a particular property and make strict conformity with restrictions 
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governing area, setbacks, frontage, height or density unnecessarily burdensome or 

unreasonable in light of the purposes of this Ordinance. 

USE, ACCESSORY - A subordinate use which is clearly and customarily incidental to 

the principal use of a building or premises and which is located on the same lot as the 

principal building or use except for such accessory parking facilities as are specifically 

authorized to be located elsewhere. 

USE, PRINCIPAL - The primary use of a property or structures. 

VARIANCE - An authorization granted by the board of adjustment to construct, alter or 

use a building or structure in a manner that deviates from the dimensional standards of 

this Ordinance. 

WATERCOURSE - Any depression serving to give direction to a current of water at 

least six months of the year, having a bed and well-defined banks; provided, however, 

that it shall upon the order of the Department of Natural Resource, also include any 

particular depression which would not otherwise be within the definition of watercourse. 

WATER LINE - The shortest straight line at the waterfront end of a lake or stream lot 

that lies wholly within the lot, provided that not less than 75 percent of the length of such 

water line shall be on, or on the landward side of, the highwater mark of such lake or 

stream. 

WATERWAY - Shall include navigable water, rivers, streams, ditches, lagoons, canals 

and channels. 

WETLANDS - Those areas where water is at, near or above the land surface long 

enough to be capable of supporting aquatic or hydrophytic vegetation and which have 

soils indicative of wet conditions. 

WORK IN RESPECT TO WATERWAYS, which shall include the following 

activities: 

A. To construct, dredge, commence or do any work with respect any artificial 

waterway, channel, ditch, lagoon, pond, lake, or similar waterway where 

the purpose is ultimate connection with an existing navigable stream, lake 

or other body of navigable water, or where any part of such artificial 

waterway is located within 500 feet of the normal high-water mark of an 

existing navigable lake or flowage, or 300 feet of navigable streams, 

rivers, channels, or canals. 

B. To connect any natural or artificially constructed waterway, canal, 

channel, ditch, lagoon, pond, lake or similar waterway with an existing 

body of navigable water. 

C. To change or alter the course of a river or stream. 

D. To remove materials from the bed of navigable waters. 
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E. To deposit any material or to place any structure upon the bed of any 

navigable water where no bulkhead line has been established, or beyond a 

lawfully established bulkhead line. 

YARD - An open space on a lot which is unoccupied and unobstructed from its lowest 

level to the sky. A yard extended along a line and at right angles to such lot line to a 

depth or width specified in the yard regulations for the Zoning District in which such lot 

is located. 

YARD, FRONT - A yard extending along the full width of the front lot line between 

side lot lines. 

YARD, REAR - The portion of the yard on the same lot with the principal building, 

located between the rear line of the building and the rear lot line and extending for the 

full width of the lot. 

YARD, SIDE - A yard extending along a side lot between the front and rear yards. 

ZONING AND PLANNING ADMINISTRATOR - The official appointed to 

administer this Ordinance and whose duties are outlined in the administration section of 

the Ordinance. 
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APPENDICES 
 

Table 1 

Number of Animal Types Equivalent to 100 Animal Units 

Number Equivalent to 

1,000 Animal Units Animal Type 

Number Equivalent 

to 100 Animal Units 

 Dairy Cattle:  

700 Milking and Dry Cow 70 

910 Heifers (800 to 1,200 lbs) 91 

1,670 Heifers (400 to 800 lbs) 167 

5,000 Calves (under 400 lbs) 500 

   

 Beef Cattle:  

1,000 Steers or Cows (600 lbs to Mkt) 100 

2,000 Calves (under 600 lbs) 200 

700 Bulls 70 

   

 Swine:  

2,500 Pigs (55 lbs to Mkt) 250 

10,000 Pigs (up to 55 lbs) 1,000 

2,500 Sows 250 

2,000 Boars 200 

   

 Sheep:  

10,000 Per Animal 1,000 

   

 Horses:  

500 Per Animal 50 

   

 Ducks:  

5,000 Per Bird (Wet Lot) 500 

100,000 Per Bird (Dry Lot) 10,000 

   

 Chickens:  

100,000 Layers 10,000 

200,000 Broilers 20,000 

100,000 
Broilers (continuous overflow 

watering) 
10,000 

30,000 
Layers or Broilers (liquid manure 

system) 
3,000 

   

 Turkeys:  

55,000 Per Bird 5,500 
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Resolution 97-3 

SCHEDULE OF CASH DEPOSITS FOR CITATIONS 

 

Whereas, Section 26, (04) (a) c of The Florence County Zoning Ordinance references a schedule of 

cash deposits to be set by the County Board of Supervisors. 

 

HOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Florence County Board of Supervisors repeals 

and amends the schedule of cash deposits upon recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Committee. 

 

SANITARY: Failure to obtain permit  .............................$93.00 $500.00 

 All other violations  ........................................... $153.00 $500.00 

SHORELAND/WETLAND: Failure to obtain permit ......$93.00 $250.00  

 All other violations  ........................................... $153.00 $250.00 

ZONING: Failure of obtain permit ..................................$93.00 $250.00 

 All other violations  ..........................................$153.00 $250.00 

SUBDIVISION: Failure to obtain permit ................$93.00 $ 

 All other violations  ........................................... $153.00 $ 

FLOODPLAIN: Failure to obtain permit .........................$93.00 $250.00 

 All other violations  ............................................$15300 $250.00 

NUISANCE: Failure to obtain permit ..............................$93.00 $ 

 All other violations  ........................................... $153.00 $ 

HEALTH & SAFETY: Failure to obtain permit ..............$93.00 $100.00 

 All other violations  ........................................... $153.00 $100.00 

 

RESOLUTION 97-3, ADOPTED THE 21ST DAY OF JANUARY 1997, IS ON FILE IN THE 

FLORENCE COUNTY CLERKS OFFICE FOR REVIEW. 
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FLORENCE COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 90-3 

 

 

WHEREAS, the penalty section of the County Code does not reflect actual county departmental 

practices, and 

 

WHEREAS, administrative costs are higher when permits are obtained after-the-fact, (ATF), and 

 

WHEREAS, THE PLANNING AND Zoning Committee has considered these problems and 

obtained the advice of Counsel recommending passage of these changes to the County Code. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that The Board of Supervisors of the County of Florence 

do hereby ordain the following portions of County Code Section 26.04 be added or amended to read as 

follows; 

 

26.04 (4) (a) 

 

 

AFTER THE FACT PERMITS (ATF Permits) 

 

All ATF Permit shall be assessed an additional charge due to additional administrative costs such as; phone 

calls, letters, site visits, etc. The additional charge shall be $25.00 to $100.00 as established by the governing 

county board committee. 

 

Permits shall be considered after-the-fact when any physical work has been done or activity has commenced 

prior to obtaining a permit. This shall include the following examples and any similar activities; excavation 

of any type, placement of footings of forms, grading, land clearing, building a structure, installing a sewer, 

constructing a well, drainage system installation, operating a licensed business, etc. It shall not include 

surveying, soil testing, or other work done to evaluate the site for a proposed activity. 

 

Private sewage system permits issued are after-the-fact if any portion of the system started without a permit 

is used in the subsequently legally permitted system. If no portion of the system begun or modified without 

a permit is allowed when the permit is issued, it will not be an after-the-fact permit. 

 

FLORENCE COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 90-3, ADOPTED THE 16TH 

DAY OF JANUARY 1990 IS ON FILE IN THE FLORENCE COUNTY CLERKS OFFICE AND 

CAN BE REVIEWED THERE. 
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1.0 STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION, FINDING OF FACT, STATEMENT OF 

PURPOSE AND TITLE 

1.1 STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION 

 

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authorization in ss.59.692 Wis. Stats to implement 

59.692, and 281.31. 

 

1.2 FINDING OF FACT 

 

Uncontrolled use of the shorelands and pollution of the navigable waters of Florence County 

would adversely affect the public health, safety, convenience, and general welfare and impair the 

tax base.  The legislature of Wisconsin has delegated responsibility to the counties to further the 

maintenance of safe and healthful conditions; prevent and control water pollution; protect 

spawning grounds, fish and aquatic life; control building sites, placement of structures and land 

uses; and to preserve shore cover and natural beauty.  This responsibility is hereby recognized by 

Florence County, Wisconsin. 

1.3 PURPOSE AND INTENT 

 

For the purpose of promoting the public health, safety, convenience and welfare, and promote 

and protect the public trust in navigable waters, this ordinance has been established to: 

 

1.3.1 FURTHER THE MAINTENANCE OF SAFE AND HEALTHFUL 

CONDITIONS AND PREVENT AND CONTROL WATER POLLUTION 

THROUGH:      

(1) Limiting structures to those areas where soil and geological conditions will 

provide a safe foundation. 

(2) Establishing minimum lot sizes to provide adequate area for private on-site 

waste treatment systems. 

(3) Controlling filling and grading to prevent serious soil erosion problems. 

(4) Limiting impervious surfaces to control runoff which carries pollutants. 

 

1.3.2 PROTECT SPAWNING GROUNDS, FISH AND AQUATIC LIFE THROUGH: 

(1) Preserving wetlands and other fish and aquatic habitat. 

(2) Regulating pollution sources. 

(3) Controlling shoreline alterations, dredging and lagooning. 
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1.3.3 CONTROL BUILDING SITES, PLACEMENT OF STRUCTURES AND LAND 

USES THROUGH: 

(1) Separating conflicting land uses. 

(2) Prohibiting certain uses detrimental to the shoreland area. 

(3) Setting minimum lot sizes and widths. 

(4) Setting the maximum height of near shore structures. 

 

1.3.4 PRESERVE AND RESTORE SHORELAND VEGETATION AND NATURAL 

SCENIC BEAUTY THROUGH: 

(1) Restricting the removal of natural shoreland cover. 

(2) Preventing shoreline encroachment by structures. 

(3) Controlling shoreland excavation and other earth moving activities. 

(4) Regulating the use and placement of boathouses and other structures. 

 

1.4 TITLE 

 

Shoreland and Wetland Zoning Ordinance for Florence County, Wisconsin. 

1.5 FLORENCE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE 

 

Except as otherwise noted in this ordinance, the Florence County Comprehensive Zoning 

Ordinance provisions shall apply to the shoreland area and in the instance of conflicting 

requirements, the more restrictive of the conflicting requirements shall apply.  



 

Chapter 10 Florence County Code of Ordinances    AMENDMENT April 17, 2018 
Subchapter 2: Shoreland and Wetland Zoning Ordinance for Florence County  

2.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

2.1 AREAS TO BE REGULATED 

 

Areas regulated by this ordinance shall include all the lands (referred to herein as shorelands) in 

the unincorporated areas of Florence County which are: 

 

2.1.1 Within one thousand (1,000) feet of the ordinary high-water mark of navigable 

lakes, ponds or flowages.   

2.1.2 Within three hundred (300) feet of the ordinary high-water mark of navigable 

rivers or streams, or to the landward side of the floodplain, whichever distance is 

greater.   

2.1.3 The provisions of this chapter apply to regulation of the use and development of 

unincorporated shoreland areas.   Shoreland zoning requirements in annexed or 

incorporated areas are provided in s. 61.353 and s. 62.233 Stats. Unless 

specifically exempted by law, all cities, villages, towns, counties and, when s. 

13.48 (13), Stats., applies, state agencies are required to comply with, and obtain 

all necessary permits under, local shoreland ordinances. The construction, 

reconstruction, maintenance or repair of state highways and bridges carried out 

under the direction and supervision of the Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation is not subject to local shoreland zoning ordinances if s. 30.2022(1), 

Stats., applies. 

2.1.4 Determinations of navigability and ordinary high-water mark location shall 

initially be made by the planning and zoning administrator.  When questions arise, 

the planning and zoning administrator shall contact the appropriate office of the 

Department for a final determination of navigability or ordinary high-water mark.  

The county may work with surveyors with regard to s. 59.692 (1h) Wis. Stats.  

2.1.5 Under s.281.31(2m), Wis. Stats., notwithstanding any other provision of law or 

administrative rule promulgated thereunder, this shoreland zoning ordinance does 

not apply to:  

(a)  Lands adjacent to farm drainage ditches if: 

    1. Such lands are not adjacent to a natural navigable stream or river; 

  2. Those parts of such drainage ditches adjacent to such lands were not    

navigable streams before ditching; and 

(b)  Lands adjacent to artificially constructed drainage ditches, ponds or  

stormwater  retention basins that are not hydrologically connected to a 

natural navigable water body. 

2.2 OFFICIAL MAPS 

The maps designated below are hereby adopted and made part of this ordinance.  They are on file 

in the office of the planning and zoning administrator for Florence County. 
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(1) United States Geological Survey Quadrangle Maps for Florence County 

dated September 1974. 

(2) Wisconsin Wetland Inventory as depicted on the Department of Natural 

Resources Surface Water Data Viewer for your mapping reference.  The 

maps can be viewed at 
http://dnrmaps.wi.gov/SL/Viewer.html?Viewer=SWDV&runWorkflow=Wetland 

(3) Floodplain zoning maps identified as Florence County Flood Boundary and 

Flood Way Maps dated May 1, 1978. 

2.3 COMPLIANCE 

The use of any land or water, the size, shape and placement of lots, the use, size, type and 

location of structures on lots, the installation and maintenance of water supply and waste 

disposal facilities, the filling, grading, lagooning, dredging of any lands, the cutting of shoreland 

vegetation, the subdivision of lots, shall be in full compliance with the terms of this ordinance 

and other applicable local, state or federal regulations.  (However, see Section 14.00 standards 

applicable to nonconforming uses and structures.)  Buildings, signs and other structures shall 

require a permit unless otherwise expressly excluded by a provision of this ordinance.  Property 

owners, builders and contractors are responsible for compliance with the terms of this ordinance. 

2.4 MUNICIPALITIES AND STATE AGENCIES REGULATED 

 

Unless specifically exempted by law, all cities, villages, towns, and counties are required to 

comply with this ordinance and obtain all necessary permits.  State agencies are required to 

comply when s. 13.48(13), Wis. Stats., applies.  The construction, reconstruction, maintenance 

and repair of state highways and bridges by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation are 

exempt when s. 30.2022(1) Stats., applies. 

2.5 ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTIONS 

 

The provisions of this ordinance supersede all the provisions of any county zoning ordinance 

adopted under s59.692, Wis. Stats., which relate to shorelands. However, where an ordinance 

adopted under a statute other than 59.692, Wis. Stats., is more restrictive than this ordinance, that 

ordinance shall continue in full force and effect to the extent of the greater restrictions, but not 

otherwise. 

 

2.5.1 This ordinance shall not require approval or be subject to disapproval by any town 

or town board. 

 

2.5.2 If an existing town ordinance relating to shorelands is more restrictive than this 

ordinance or any amendments thereto, the town ordinance continues in all 

respects to the extent of the greater restrictions but not otherwise. 

 

2.5.3 This ordinance is not intended to repeal, abrogate or impair any existing deed 

restrictions, covenants or easements.  However, where this ordinance imposes 

http://dnrmaps.wi.gov/SL/Viewer.html?Viewer=SWDV&runWorkflow=Wetland
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greater restrictions, the provisions of this ordinance shall prevail. 

 

2.5.4 The provisions of the Florence County Zoning, Sanitation and Minimum Housing 

Code Standards Ordinances are hereby incorporated by reference; these 

provisions shall only apply to the shoreland area where they impose greater 

restrictions than this ordinance otherwise imposes. 

 

2.5.5 This ordinance may establish standards to regulate matters that are not regulated 

in NR 115, but that further the purposes of shoreland zoning as described in 

Section 1.3 of this ordinance. 

 

2.5.6 Counties may not establish shoreland standards in a shoreland zoning ordinance 

that requires any of the following: 

 

 (1)  Approval to install or maintain outdoor lighting in shorelands, impose any fee   

or mitigation requirement to install or maintain outdoor lighting in 

shorelands, or otherwise prohibits or regulates outdoor lighting in shorelands 

if the lighting is designed or intended for residential use.  

 

 (2) Requires any inspection or upgrade of a structure before the sale or other 

transfer of the structure may be made.  

 

 2.5.7 (s.59.92(7) Wis. Stats) The construction and maintenance of a facility is 

considered to satisfy the requirements of a shoreland zoning ordinance if: 

 

 (1)  The department has issued all required permits of approvals authorizing the 

construction or maintenance under ch. 30, 31, 281, or 283. 

 

A “facility” means any property or equipment of a public utility, as defined in s. 

196.01 (5), or a cooperative association organized under ch. 185 for the purpose 

of producing or furnishing heat, light, or power to its members only, that is used 

for the transmission, delivery, or furnishing of natural gas, heat, light, or power.  
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2.6 INTERPRETATION 

 

In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this ordinance shall be liberally 

constructed in favor of the county and shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other 

powers granted by Wisconsin Statutes.  Where a provision of this ordinance is required by statute 

and a standard in ch. NR 115, Wis. Adm. Code, and where the ordinance provision is unclear, 

the provision shall be interpreted in light of the statute and ch. NR 115 standards in effect on the 

date of the adoption of this ordinance or in effect on the date of the most recent text amendment 

to this ordinance. 

2.7 SEVERABILITY 

 

If any portion of this ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, the remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected. 
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3.0 LAND DIVISION REVIEW AND SANITARY REGULATIONS  

3.1 LAND DIVISION REVIEW 

 

The county shall review, pursuant to s. 236.45, Wis. Stats., all land divisions in shoreland areas 

which create 3 or more parcels or building sites of 5 acres each or less within a 5-year period.  In 

such review the following factors shall be considered: 

 

3.1.1 Hazards to the health, safety or welfare of future residents. 

3.1.2 Proper relationship to adjoining areas. 

3.1.3 Public access to navigable waters, as required by law. 

3.1.4 Adequate storm drainage facilities. 

3.1.5 Conformity to state law and administrative code provisions. 

3.2 LIMITED REZONING TO ACHIEVE REDUCED LOT SIZES AND SETBACKS 

3.2.1 PURPOSE 

 

In some instances where an individual lot or small tract of land has unique 

characteristics, such as unique terrain, which would result in unnecessary hardship 

as defined in Section 20.0 if the owner were required to comply with one or more 

of the requirements for minimum lots sizes, width and setback, the board of 

adjustment may grant a variance.  In other instances where larger areas are 

involved, the appropriate method for seeking a relaxation of the same minimum 

standards is by rezoning to establish a Planned Residential Unit Development 

overlay.  The Planned Residential Unit Development is intended to permit smaller 

lots and setbacks where the physical layout of the lots is so arranged (often by 

setting them back farther from navigable water) as to better assure the control of 

pollution and preservation of ground cover than would be expected if the lots 

were developed with the normal lot sizes and setbacks and without special 

conditions placed upon the Planned Residential Unit Development at the time of 

its approval.  A condition of all Planned Residential Unit Development is the 

preservation of certain open space, preferably on the shoreland, in perpetuity. 

 

3.2.2 REQUIREMENTS FOR PLANNED RESIDENTIAL UNIT DEVELOPMENT 

 

The County Board may at its discretion, upon its own motion or upon petition, 

approve a Planned Residential Unit Development either by approving first an 

overlay district and then a plat or by approving only a plat for the specific planned 

residential project upon finding, after a public hearing, that all of the following 

facts exist: 

 

(1) Area.  The area proposed for the Planned Residential Unit Development 
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shall be at least 2 acres in size or have a minimum of 200 feet of frontage on 

navigable water. 

(2) Pollution Control.  The location and nature of the septic systems which will 

serve the home sites individually or collectively will assure that effluent 

from the septic systems will not reach the ground or surface waters in a 

condition which would contribute to health hazards, taste, odor, turbidity, 

fertility or impair the aesthetic character of navigable waters. 

(3) Preservation of Ground Cover.  The location of homesites and the 

dedication of part of the land for use by the public or residents of the 

Planned Residential Unit Development will preserve the ground cover of the 

shoreland and scenic beauty of the navigable water; prevent erosion, and 

other pertinent factors.  Land not used for lots and streets shall be dedicated 

in perpetuity to remain in open space. This may be accomplished by 

conveyance in common to each of the owners of lots in the development or 

to a corporation formed by them, or by dedication to the county, town or 

municipality.  Lands dedicated to the public must be accepted by action of 

the governing body of the accepting unit of government.  If the land is to be 

conveyed to owners of lots in the development, a homeowner’s association 

or similar legally constituted body shall be created to maintain the open 

space land.  Any restriction placed on platted land by covenant, grant of 

easement or any other manner which was required by a public body or 

which names a public body as grantee, promise or beneficiary, shall vest in 

the public body the right to enforce the restriction at law or in equity against 

anyone who has or acquires an interest in the land subject to the restriction. 

(4) Density.  The number of platted home sites shall not exceed 150% of those 

which would have been possible if the same land were platted in accordance 

with the minimum lot sizes, setbacks and widths provided by the applicable 

provisions of the zoning ordinance.  This figure shall be determined by 

dividing the total area of the subdivision, excluding streets, by the minimum 

lot sizes required by Section 4.00 of this ordinance. 

(5) Lot Sizes, Widths, Setbacks, and Vegetation Removal.  When considering 

approval of a Planned Residential Unit Development, the governing body 

shall consider whether proposed lot sizes, widths, and setbacks are of 

adequate size and distance to prevent pollution or erosion along streets or 

other public ways and waterways.  Increased shoreland setbacks shall be a 

condition of approval as a way of minimizing adverse impacts of 

development. Shore cover provisions in Section 8.0 shall apply except that 

maximum width of a lake frontage opening shall be 100 feet and minimum 

vegetative protection area depth shall be increased to offset the impact of the 

proposed development.  Any proposed lot in the Planned Unit Development 

that does not meet the minimum size standards of sections 5.2 and 5.3 shall 

be a non-riparian lot. 
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3.2.3 PROCEDURE FOR ESTABLISHING A PLANNED RESIDENTIAL UNIT 

DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT. 

 

The procedure for establishing limited rezoning in the form of a Planned 

Residential Unit Development district shall be as follows: 

 

(1) Petition.  A petition setting forth all of the facts required in 3.2.2 shall be 

submitted to the county clerk with sufficient copies to provide for 

distribution by the clerk as required by Section 3.2.3. 

(2) Review and Hearing:  The petition shall be submitted to the county zoning 

agency established as required by s. 59. 69(3)(d), Wis. Stats., which shall 

hold a public hearing and report to the county board as required by law.  

Copies of the petition and notice of the hearing shall also be sent to the 

appropriate office of the Department as described in Section 20.2 of this 

ordinance. 

(3) The county zoning agency's report to the county board shall reflect the 

recommendations of any federal, state or local agency with which the 

county zoning agency consults.  If a petition seeks approval of a Planned 

Residential Unit Development plat without first seeking the granting of an 

overlay district, a hearing shall be held on such plat as in any regular 

amendment to the zoning ordinance.  If, however, a hearing is first held on 

the overlay for a Planned Residential Unit Development district, a second 

public hearing need not be held in connection with the approval of a 

subsequent plat or plats which comply with the overlay district as approved. 

(4) Findings and Conditions of Approval.  The county board shall make written 

findings as to the compliance or noncompliance of the proposed overlay 

district with each of the applicable requirements set forth in Section 3.2.2.  

If the petition is granted in whole or part, the county board shall attach such 

written conditions to the approval as are required by and consistent with 

Section 3.2.2.  The conditions of approval shall in all cases establish the 

specific restrictions applicable with regard to minimum lot sizes, width, 

setbacks, dimensions of vegetative protection area and open space 

requirements. 

(5) Planning Studies.  A landowner or petitioner may at their own expense 

develop the facts required to establish compliance with the provisions of 

Section 3.2.2 or may be required to contribute funds to the county to defray 

all or part of the cost of such studies being undertaken by the county or any 

agency or person with whom the county contracts for such work. 
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3.3 SANITARY REGULATIONS AND MINIMUM HOUSING CODE ORDINANCES 

 

For the preservation and enhancement or water quality, refer to the Florence County Sanitary and 

Minimum Housing Code Ordinances when they are more restrictive than this ordinance.  

 

3.31 Where public water supply systems are not available, private well construction 

shall be required to conform to ch. NR812, Wis. Adm. Code. 

3.32 Where a public sewage collection and treatment system is not available, design and 

construction of private sewage disposal systems shall be governed by a private 

sewage system ordinance adopted by the county under s.59.70(5), Wis. Stats. 

3.4 BACK/ACCESS LOTS 

 

All private lake accesses providing access to more than two dwelling units on back lots which do 

not front directly on the water shall meet the following requirements. 

 

3.4.1 Shall require a conditional use permit 

3.4.2 The access shall meet the minimum lot requirements contained in Section 4.0 of 

this Ordinance.  However, in no circumstance shall the lot width be less than 100 

feet at the ordinary high water mark. 

3.4.3 No structures are permitted. 

 

3.4.4 There shall be a maximum of three residential units served by each access lot. 

3.4.5 The back lots having access to the water over the access lot must be situated so 

that they are contiguous to each other, excepting roadways and their furthest point 

must be no more than 1000 feet from the nearest lot line of the access lot. 

3.4.6 There shall be a 25-foot vegetative protection area along all side lot lines. 

3.4.7 The owner of the access lot shall show evidence that the proposed access lot is 

subject to enforceable deed restrictions, which restrictions shall: 

3.4.8 Recite in reasonable detail the specific purpose and use of said access lot if the 

conditional use is granted. 

3.4.9 List the number of existing and potential back lot dwellings whose owners or 

tenants are to use the access lots. 

3.5.0 State the violation of the deed restrictions shall subject the owner of the access lot 

to revocation of the conditional use permit and/ or penalties set forth in this 

Ordinance.  
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3.5.1 Conditions that shall be required for an access lot shall include and are not limited 

to waste containment, sanitary facility, noise limits, screening, parking, parking 

controls, there shall be no parking within 75 feet of the ordinary high water mark, 

time requirements, lighting and identification of sites, fish cleaning, gasoline and 

oil handling and disposition of all waste materials. Any conditional use permit 

shall include approval as per Chapter 30 of the Wisconsin Statutes and NR 326. 
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4.0 DIMENSIONS OF BUILDING SITES 

 

All building and structure development, (accessory, main or principal) shall meet the 

dimensional requirement in Table 1, Dimensions of Building Sites. 

4.1 SUBSTANDARD LOTS 

 

A legally created lot or parcel that met the minimum area and average width requirements when 

created, (see table 2 ), but does not meet the current lot size requirements, may be used as a 

building site if all the following apply: 

 

4.1.1   The substandard lot or parcel was never reconfigured or combined with another 

lot or parcel by plat, survey, or consolidation by the owner into one property tax 

parcel. 

 

4.1.2   The substandard lot or parcel has never been developed with one or more 

structures placed partly upon an adjacent lot or parcel. 

 

4.1.3   Such use is permitted in the zoning district. 

 

4.1.4   The substandard lot is developed to comply with all other ordinance requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

1
3
 

 

Table 1: Dimensions of Building Sites  
 Minimum Lot Size for Each Main 

Building 

Yard Requirements3, 4, 11 

Setback OHWM5 Side Yard 

Use 

Total Area 

(sq. ft.)1 

Width at 

building 

line (feet) 

Width, 

Average 

at Mid 

Point 

(feet) 

Width, 

Public 

Access 

(feet)2 

Width at 

OHWM (feet) 

Principal 

Building 

Use  

(feet) 

Height 

Limitations 

Principal 

Building in 

75’ setback 

(feet) 

Accessory 

Use 

(feet) 

Vegetation 

Protection 

Area 
6 

(feet) 

POWTS 
7
(feet) 

Lots not 

abutting 

Navigable 

Water Principal 

Use (feet)
10 

Lots abutting 

navigable 

water 

Principal Use 

Height 

Limitations 

Accessory 

Structure in 

75’ setback 

(feet) 

Lots abutting 

Navigable 

Water 

Accessory 

Use  

(feet) 

Lots not Served By Public Sewer 
Multi-Family for each main 

building 

20,000 sq. 

ft. plus 

10,000 sq. 

ft. for each 

additional 

unit over 2 

units 

100 100 30 150 plus 15’ for 

each additional 

unit (over 2 

units) 

75 35 75 35 50  10 one side; 

25 combined 

35 5 

All Other Uses Not 

Otherwise Specified 

20,000 sq.  

ft. 

100 100 30 100 75 35 75 35 50  10 one side; 

25 combined 

35 5 

Business, Commercial, 

Manufacturing, Public, Semi 

Public 

20,000 sq. 

ft. 

100 100 30 100 75 35 75 35 50  10 one side; 

25 combined 3 

        35 5 

Laundries, Laundromats 20,000 sq. 

ft. 

100 100 30 100 75 35 75 35 50  10 one side; 

25 combined 3 

35 5 

All uses open to the public 

serving food or drink 

20,000 sq. 

ft.  

100 100 30 100 75 35 75 35 50  10 one side; 

25 combined 3 

35 5 

All uses employing more 

than 50 persons on the 

premises or with a capacity 

of more than 50 persons 

open to the public serving 

food or drink 

20,000 sq. 

ft. 

100 100 30 100 75 35 75 35 50  10 one side; 

25 combined 3 

35 5 

Motels and Resorts 20,000 sq. 

ft.  

100 100 30 100 75 35 75 35 50  10 one side; 

25 combined 3 

35 5 

One and Two Family 

Residence 8 20,000 sq. 

ft. 

100 100 30 100 75 35 75 35 50  10 one side; 

25 combined 

35 5 

Lots Served by Public Sewer 
All Other Uses Not 

Otherwise Specified 

10,000 65 65 30 65 75 35 75 35 50  8 one  side, 

20 combined 

35 5 

OW Wild Rivers Zone 

Single Family Residence 20,000 sq. 

ft. 

100 100 30 100 75 35 75 35 50  10 one side; 

25 combined 

35 5 

Notes 

1.  In square feet unless otherwise noted. 

2.  Lot width at Public Street or approved Private Street in a Planned Residential Unit Development subdivisions. 

3.  See Section 5.7 for additional setbacks for business, commercial and manufacturing structures served by POWTS. 

4.  See Sections 5.3 through 5.6 for additional setback requirements from OHWM for Boathouses, Livestock Housing, Sawdust, Dumping and Disposal. 

5.  OHWM-Ordinary High Water Mark 

6.  See Section 8.2 

7.  POWTS – Private on site wastewater treatment system. 

 8.  Transient Occupancy – See Section 3.25, Subchapter 1, Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance. 

  9.  Reserved 

10.  Most restrictive of this Ordinance and the Florence County Zoning Ordinance 

11.  All lots must comply with setbacks from highways provisions of Florence County Zoning Ordinance
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TABLE 2:  Building Lots of Record 

 

 

On record prior to 

December 15, 1967 

On record after 

December 15, 1967 

and prior to 

November 12, 2003 

  

On record on or after 

November 12, 2003 

Lots served by Public 

Sanitary Sewer 

No minimum width, 

no minimum square 

footage 

Minimum 65 feet. 

width, minimum 

10,000 square feet 

Minimum 65 feet. 

width, minimum 

10,000 square feet 

Lots Not Served by 

Public Sanitary Sewer 

No minimum width, 

no minimum square 

footage 

Minimum 100 feet. 

width, minimum 

20,000 square feet 

Minimum 100 feet. 

width, minimum 

43,560 square feet 

 

 

NOTE: For the time period between December 15, 1967 and July 15, 1986, the lots or parcels 

contiguous to a body of water lying in the Open Forest Zone were required to be a minimum of 

one acre in size and a minimum width of 150 feet.    
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5.0 BUILDING SETBACKS  

 

Building setbacks shall be established to conform to health, safety and welfare requirements, 

preserve natural beauty, reduce flood hazards and avoid water pollution. 

 

5.1 SHORELAND SETBACK  

 

Unless reduced under Section 5.2, or exempt under Section 5.4, a setback of 75 feet from the 

ordinary high-water mark of any navigable water to the nearest part of a building or structure 

shall be required for all buildings and structures. 

 

5.2 REDUCED PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE SETBACK  

  A setback less than the 75’ required setback from the ordinary high water mark shall be 

permitted for a proposed principal structure and shall be determined as follows: 

 

(1)  Where there are existing principal structures in both directions, the setback shall 

equal the average of the distances the two existing principal structures are set back 

from the ordinary high water mark provided all of the following are met:  

 

(a) Both of the existing principal structures are located on adjacent lot to the 

proposed principal structure.  

 

(b) Both of the existing principal structures are located within 250’ of the proposed 

principal structure and are the closest structure.   

 

(c) Both of the existing principal structures are located less than 75’ from the 

ordinary high water mark. 

 

(d) The average setback shall not be reduced to less than 35’ from the ordinary high 

water mark of any navigable water. 

 

(e)   Measurements are to be taken from the nearest distance from the ordinary high 

water mark to the nearest portion of the principal structure (vertical wall or 

eave/overhang.  

 

 (2)   Where there is an existing principal structure in only one direction, the setback 

shall equal the distance the existing principal structure is set back from the ordinary 

high water mark and the required setback of 75’ from the ordinary high water mark 

provided all of the following are met: 

 

(a) The existing principal structure is located on adjacent lot to the proposed principal 

structure.  
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(b) The existing principal structure is located within 250’ of the proposed principal 

structure and is the closest structure.  

 

(c) The existing principal structure is located less than 75’ from the ordinary high 

water mark. 

 

(d) The average setback shall not be reduced to less than 35’ from the ordinary high 

water mark of any navigable water. 

 

(e)  Measurements are to be taken from the nearest distance from the ordinary high 

water mark to the nearest portion of the principal structure (vertical wall or 

eave/overhang.  

 

5.3 FLOODPLAIN STRUCTURES  

 Buildings and structures to be constructed or placed in a floodplain shall be required to comply 

with any applicable floodplain zoning ordinance. (NR 115.05(1)(b)2) 

 

5.4 EXEMPT STRUCTURES  

5.4.1    Exempt Structures – New Construction:  All of the following structures are 

exempt from the shoreland setback standards in Section 5.1 and as referenced in 

NR115.05(1)(b)1m) and s. 59.692(1k)(a)(6).   

 

  (a)   New Boathouses may be constructed to the following standards: 

 

 (1)   Located entirely above the ordinary high water mark including floor or top 

of footing.  

(2)  The construction of a boathouse is confined to the viewing corridor and shall 

be at least 35 feet from the side yard lot line.   

 

(3)  Boathouses shall not be placed waterward beyond the ordinary high water 

mark, or more than 6 feet to the landward side of the ordinary high water 

mark.  

 

     (4)  Shall not contain plumbing or fixtures and cannot be used for human 

habitation.   

(5)   Designed and constructed solely for the storage of boats and related 

equipment. 

 

(6)   One boathouse is permitted on a lot as an accessory structure. 

 

  (7)   Shall be constructed in conformity with local floodplain zoning standards.      
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  (8)  Boathouses shall not exceed one story, 200 square feet in floor area, nor may 

the wall height exceed 10 feet.   

 

  (9)   Roofs shall be constructed with a pitched roof that equals or exceeds a 4/12 

rise to run but not steeper than 6/12 rise to run.  

 

(10)  Roofs shall not be designed or used as decks, observation platforms or for 

other similar uses.  

 

(11)  Earth toned colors to blend in with the natural landscapes shall be required 

for all exterior surfaces of a boathouse.   

 

(12)  The main door shall face the water. 

 

(13)  Patio doors, fireplaces, plumbing, living facilities and other features 

inconsistent with the use of the structure exclusively as a boathouse are not 

permitted.   

 

  (b)    Open-sided and screened structures - such as gazebos, decks, patios and screen 

houses in the shoreland setback area that satisfy the requirements in s. 59.692(1v), 

Wis. Stats may be constructed with an approved permit or special zoning permit 

subject to the following standards: 

 

(1) The part of the structure that is nearest to the water is located at least 35 feet 

landward from the ordinary-high water mark. 

 

(2) The total combined footprint of all the structures in the shoreland setback 

area will not exceed 200 square feet.  Walkways, stairways, and boathouses 

shall be excluded in calculating the combined footprint.  

 

(3) The structure that is the subject of the request for special zoning permission 

has no sides or has open or screened sides. 

 

(4) The county must approve a plan that will be implemented by the owner of 

the property to preserve or establish a vegetative buffer zone that covers at 

least 70% of the half of the shoreland setback area that is nearest to the 

water. 

 

(5)   The exempt structure, if free standing, may not have a wall height exceeding 

ten feet. 

 

(c) Broadcast signal receivers, including satellite dishes or antennas that are one 

meter or less in diameter and satellite earth station antennas that are 2 meters or 

less in diameter. 

 

(d) Utility transmission and distribution lines, poles, towers, water towers, pumping 
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stations, well pumphouse covers, private on-site wastewater treatment systems 

that comply with ch. SPS Comm 383, Wis. Adm. Code, and other utility 

structures that have no feasible alternative location outside of the minimum 

setback and that employ best management practices to infiltrate or otherwise 

control storm water runoff from the structure. 

 

(e)    Devices or systems used to treat runoff from impervious surfaces.  

 

  (f)    Stairways, Walkways, and Lifts – Stairways, walkways and rail systems that are 

necessary to provide safe pedestrian access to the shoreline and are a maximum of 

60-inches in width.  

 

(1)   The Zoning Administrator may permit a stairway, walkway or lift in the 

shoreland setback area only when it is essential to provide safe pedestrian 

access to the shoreline, pier, boat hoist or boathouse because of steep slopes, 

rocky or wet, unstable soils, and when the following conditions are met:   

 

(a) Where there is an existing stairway, a lift may be mounted to or adjacent 

to the existing stairway, if the lift would be necessary for a disabled 

person.  See Section 5.4.1 (b), (f), (2), Accommodations for disabled 

persons.  

(b)  Such structures shall be placed on the most visually inconspicuous route 

to the shoreline and shall avoid environmentally sensitive areas. 

(c) Vegetation which stabilizes slopes or screens structural development 

from view shall not be removed. 

(d)  Canopies, roofs and sides are prohibited. Open railings may be provided 

where required for safety. 

(e) A maximum width of five (5) feet (outside dimensions) is allowed for 

stairways, walkways and lifts. 

(f)  Landings are allowed where required for safety purposes and shall not 

exceed 40 square feet. Attached benches, seats, tables, etc. are 

prohibited. 

 

(g) Stairways, walkways and lifts shall be supported on piles or footings. 

Any filling, grading or excavations that are proposed must meet the 

requirements of Section 9.0 of this ordinance. 

 

(2)  Accommodations for disabled persons.  Where strict interpretation of this 

ordinance would effectively deny disabled persons equal housing 

opportunity, and where the property does not meet the criteria for a variance 

under Section 17.5 of this ordinance, the Planning and Zoning Committee 

may grant a Conditional Use Permit to provide reasonable accommodations 
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as required by the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act, the Federal Fair 

Housing Act or the Wisconsin Fair Housing Act. The permit shall be subject 

to the following conditions: 

 

(a) Only the minimum relaxation of dimensional standards needed to   

provide reasonable accommodation shall be approved. 

(b)  No use, structure or other relaxation of standards shall be approved that 

would violate or undermine the stated purposes of this ordinance. 

(c) The improvement authorized by this provision shall be removed when 

the premises are no longer occupied or frequented by a disabled person.  

 

     5.4.2   Exempt Structures – Existing:  Existing exempt structures may be maintained, 

repaired, replaced, restored, rebuilt and/or remodeled in compliance with the 

following standards:  

 

(1) Provided the activity does not expand the footprint and does not go beyond 

the three-dimensional building envelope of the existing structure.   

 

(2)    Expansion of a structure may be permitted beyond the existing footprint if the 

expansion is necessary to comply with applicable state or federal 

requirements. 

 

(3)    An existing boathouse must be located entirely within the access and viewing 

corridor. 

 

(4) An existing boathouse must not contain plumbing or plumbing fixtures and 

cannot be used for human habitation. 

 

(5) An existing boathouse may use the roof as a deck provided that: 

 

  (a)  The existing boathouse has a flat roof. 

 

  (b)  The roof of the existing boathouse has no side walls or screens. 

 

   (c)  The roof may have a railing system that meets Department of Safety and 

Professional Services standards.  

 

5.5 SAWDUST 

The depositing or burning of sawdust is prohibited within 300 feet of navigable waters.  All areas 

for burning of sawdust shall be surrounded by an unobstructed plowed fire break 16 feet wide. 
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5.6 DUMPING AND DISPOSAL 

The dumping or disposal of any fluid or viscous materials that are toxic, or in any manner would 

create a health hazard or a nuisance including the surface irrigation, lagooning or burial of 

sewage or other similar waste effluents or materials, is prohibited within 300 feet of a navigable 

waters and/or within the natural resource preservation zone.  This provision does not include the 

spreading of fertilizer or the proper application of farm chemicals. 
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6.0 BUILDING ELEVATION 

 

 All structures intended for human habitation or occupancy shall have the lowest 

inhabitable floor constructed not less than two feet above the ordinary high 

watermark.  Refer to Florence County Floodplain Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 10, 

Subchapter 4, of the Code of Ordinances.  
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7.0 STORAGE OF MATERIAL 

 

Storage of material within the shoreland area shall meet the following and when 

applicable the requirements of the Florence County Flood Plain ordinance. 

7.1 ACCESSORY USE 

All storage facilities shall be permitted only as an accessory use. 

 

7.2 GRADE 

Storage facilities shall not be less than two feet above elevation of the ordinary high water 

mark except underground tanks.  

 

7.3 BULK MATERIALS  

Bulk Materials, such as coal, sand, gravel, limestone or similar materials subject to 

erosion, shall be enclosed on three sides by a retaining wall in such a manner as to prevent 

erosion and it shall be drained away from navigable waters.  Retaining walls shall meet 

the required setback to the ordinary high water mark. 

 

7.4 INDOOR STORAGE 

Petroleum products, chemicals and chemical compounds, packages in paper, cardboard, 

glass or metal which do not require outdoor storage; plaster, lime and cement or similar 

products packaged in paper or cardboard containers shall be stored in an enclosed building 

when located within 300 feet of navigable waters.  Storage buildings shall meet the 

required setback to the ordinary high water mark. 

7.5 OUTDOOR STORAGE 

 

7.5.1 Petroleum products, chemicals, chemical compounds and inflammables packaged 

in any type of container or delivered in bulk which may not be stored indoors by 

reason of fire codes, insurance or bulk, when stored above ground must have 

protective containment measures installed to prevent any spillage or leakage of 

the materials from entering any body of water or watercourse; or must be stored in 

an underground tank. 

 

7.5.2 In the interest of the public health, safety and general welfare and specifically for 

fire protection, outside bulk storage above ground of all volatile and highly 

flammable petroleum products in excess of ten gallons shall be kept locked by the 

owner and stored not less than 100 feet from any dwelling. 
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8.0 PRESERVATION AND REMOVAL OF SHORELAND VEGETATIVE COVER 

  

8.1 PURPOSE 

To protect natural scenic beauty, fish and wildlife habitat, and water quality, Florence County 

shall regulate removal of vegetation in shoreland areas, consistent with the standards that 

consider sound forestry and soil conservation practices, as well as the effect of vegetation 

removal on water quality, including soil erosion, and the flow of effluents, sediments and 

nutrients. 

8.2 ACTIVITIES ALLOWED WITHIN THE VEGETATIVE BUFFER ZONE  

To protect water quality, fish and wildlife habitat and natural scenic beauty, and to promote 

preservation and restoration of native vegetation, this ordinance shall designate land that extends 

from the ordinary high water mark to a minimum of 35 feet inland as a vegetative buffer zone. 

 

The following activities are allowed within the shoreland vegetative buffer zone, subject to the 

following standards: 

 

 (1)  The routine maintenance of vegetation consistent with the following standards:  

 

a. Landscaping and lawns that extend into the required shoreland vegetative 

buffer zone that were in place prior to the adoption of this chapter may be 

maintained but shall not be extended further into the required shoreland 

vegetative buffer zone. 

 

b. Pruning, trimming or other generally accepted horticultural practices which 

do not result in the loss of plant densities within the required shoreland 

vegetative buffer zone. 

 

c. The removal of trees and shrubs in the shoreland vegetative buffer zone to 

create access and viewing corridors per s. 59.692(1f)(b), Stats.: 

 

d. The access and viewing corridor may be at least 35 feet wide for every 100 

feet of shoreline frontage.  

 

e. The access and viewing corridor may run contiguously for the entire 

maximum width of the shoreline frontage owned for the parcel. 

 

f. The cleared area of the access and viewing corridor must be maintained with 

some form of vegetation that prevents bank or overland erosion and 

sedimentation of the waterway.  Sand, gravel, rock or other similar activities 

shall be prohibited as an alternative to vegetation unless otherwise allowed 

by this ordinance. 
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(2)  The removal of trees and shrubs in the vegetative buffer zone on a parcel with 10 or 

more acres of forested land consistent with “generally accepted forestry management 

practices” as defined in s. NR 1.25 (2) (b), and described in Department publication 

“Wisconsin Forest Management Guidelines” (publication FR-226), provided that 

vegetation removal be consistent with these practices. 

 

(3)  The removal of vegetation within the vegetative buffer zone to manage exotic or 

invasive species, provided that any vegetation removed be replaced with native 

vegetation or approved cultivars of native stock that is equally effective in fulfilling 

the purposes of the vegetative buffer zone, as soon as practicable. 

 

(4)  The removal of dead, diseased, dying or damaged trees or branches that present an 

imminent safety hazard to structures or persons, provided they are replaced with 

native vegetation or approved cultivars of native stock that is equally effective in 

fulfilling the purposes of the vegetative buffer zone, as soon as practicable. 

 

(5)  Cutting more than 35 feet inland.   From the inland edge of the 35 foot area to the 

outer limits of the shoreland zone, the cutting of vegetation shall be allowed when 

accomplished using accepted forest management and soil conservation practices 

which protect water quality as outlined in the Department of Natural Resources 

Publication “Wisconsin’s Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality”. 

 

8.3 ACTIVITIES REQUIRING A PERMIT WITHIN THE SHORELAND 

VEGETATIVE BUFFER ZONE 

Where a shoreland vegetative buffer zone is required, the buffer shall be designed using the 

guidance of NRCS Interim Standard No.643A and NRCS Wisconsin Biology Technical Note 1: 

Shoreland Habitat.  In cases where these standards provide options, the Planning & Zoning 

Department shall make the determination which option is most appropriate in the design and 

execution of the project.   

 

(1) The permit shall require an enforceable restriction to preserve the newly restored 

area.   

 

  (2) The following instances require an affidavit recorded in the register of deeds to 

serve as an official notice of the shoreland vegetative buffer zone requirements: 

a. Where vegetative buffer zone requirements or cutting limitations are a 

component of proposed mitigation as required by Section 15.0. 

b. When cutting and clearing activities take place within the vegetative buffer 

zone in violation of 8.2, a shoreland vegetative buffer zone restoration is a 

component of resolving the violation. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/fr/FR0093.pdf
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9.0 FILLING, GRADING, LAGOONING. DREDGING, DITCHING AND 

EXCAVATING 

 9.1 GENERAL STANDARDS 

Filling, grading, lagooning, dredging, ditching or excavating which does not require a permit 

under Section 9.2 may be permitted in the shoreland area provided that: 

 

9.1.1 It is done in a manner designed to minimize erosion, sedimentation and 

impairment of fish and wildlife habitat. 

 

9.1.2 Filling, grading, lagooning, dredging, ditching or excavating in a 

shoreland-wetland district meets the requirements of Sections 12.41 and 12.42 of 

this ordinance. 

 

9.1.3 All applicable federal, state and local authority is obtained in addition to a permit 

under this ordinance. 

 

9.1.4 Any fill placed in the shoreland area is protected against erosion by the use of 

riprap, vegetative cover or a bulkhead. 

9.2 PERMIT REQUIRED 

Except as provided in Section 9.3, a Conditional Use permit is required: 

 

9.2.1 For any filling or grading of any area which is within 300 feet landward of the 

ordinary high-water mark of navigable water and which has surface drainage 

toward the water and on which there is either: 

 

(1) Any filling or grading on slopes of more than 20%. 

 

(2) Filling or grading of more than l,000 sq. ft. on slopes of 12%-20%. 

 

(3) Filling or grading of more than 2,000-sq. ft. on slopes less than 12%. 

 

9.2.2 For any construction or dredging commenced on any artificial waterway, canal, 

ditch, lagoon, pond, lake or similar waterway which is within 300 feet landward 

of the ordinary high-water mark of a navigable body of water or where the 

purpose is the ultimate connection with a navigable body of water. 

 

9.2.3 For excavating or grading of more than 2,000 sq. ft. and less than 43,560 sq. ft. in 

area, which is greater than 300 feet and less than 1,000 feet landward of the 

ordinary high-water mark of navigable water.  

 

 9.2.3.1 Road building, utility construction and site preparation for structure 

construction is exempt from 9.2.3. 
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9.3 SOIL CONSERVATION PRACTICES AND AGRICULTURAL DRAINAGE 

MAINTENANCE 

 

9.3.1 Soil conservation practices such as tiled terraces, runoff diversions and grassed 

waterways used for erosion control shall not require a permit under Section 9.2 

when designed and constructed to Natural Resources Conservation Service 

technical standards. 

 

9.3.2 The maintenance of existing agricultural drainage systems shall be permitted in 

conformity with the following construction standards: 

 

(1) The maintenance dredging of farm drainage ditches is limited to 

reestablishing the original ditch cross section unless a Conditional Use 

permit under Section 16.3 is obtained. 

(2) Ditch banks shall be constructed at a slope of 2 horizontal to 1 vertical (50% 

grade) or flatter. 

(3) Ditch banks shall be maintained in a sod cover and free of woody 

vegetation. 

 

9.4 PERMIT CONDITIONS 

In granting a Conditional Use permit under Section 9.2, the Planning and Zoning Committee 

shall attach the following conditions, where appropriate, in addition to those provisions specified 

in Sections 15.3 and 16.3. 

 

9.4.1 The smallest amount of bare ground shall be exposed for as short a time as 

feasible. 

9.4.2 Temporary ground cover (such as mulch or jute netting) shall be used and 

permanent vegetative cover shall be established. 

9.4.3 Diversion berm or bales, silting basins, terraces, filter fabric fencing, and other 

methods shall be used to prevent erosion. 

9.4.4 Lagoons shall be constructed to avoid fish trap conditions. 

9.4.5 Fill shall be stabilized according to accepted engineering standards. 

9.4.6 Filling shall comply with any local floodplain zoning ordinance and shall not 

restrict a floodway or destroy the flood storage capacity of a floodplain. 

9.4.7 Channels or artificial watercourses shall be constructed with side slopes of two (2) 

units horizontal distance to one (1) unit vertical or flatter which shall be promptly 

vegetated, unless bulkheads or riprap are provided. 
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10.0 IMPERVIOUS SURFACE STANDARDS  

10.1 PURPOSE 

Establish impervious surface standards to protect water quality and fish and wildlife habitat and 

to protect against pollution of navigable waters.  County impervious surface standards shall 

apply to the construction, reconstruction, expansion, replacement or relocation of any impervious 

surface on a riparian lot or parcel and any nonriparian lot or parcel that is located entirely within 

300 feet of the ordinary high-water mark of any navigable waterway. 

10.2 CALCULATION OF PERCENTAGE IMPERVIOUS SURFACE 

Percentage of impervious surface shall be calculated by dividing the surface area of existing and 

proposed impervious surfaces on the portion of a lot or parcel that is within 300 feet of the 

ordinary high water mark, by the total surface area of the lot or parcel, and multiplied by 100.   

Impervious surfaces described in Section 10.6 shall be excluded from the calculation of 

impervious surface on the lot or parcel.  If an outlot lies between the ordinary high water and the 

developable lot or parcel, and both are in common ownership, the lot or parcel and the outlot, 

shall be considered one lot or parcel for the purpose of calculating the percentage of impervious 

surface. 

10.3 GENERAL IMPERVIOUS SURFACE STANDARD 

Allow up to 15% impervious surface on the portion of a lot or parcel that is within 300 feet of the 

ordinary high water mark. 

10.4 MAXIMUM IMPERVIOUS SURFACE  

A property may exceed the impervious surface standard under Section 10.3 provided the 

following standards are met: 

 

10.4.1 For properties where the general impervious surface standard applies under 

Section 10.3, a property owner may have more than 15% impervious surface but 

not more than 30% impervious surface on the portion of a lot or parcel that is 

within 300 feet of the ordinary high-water mark. 

 

10.4.2 For properties that exceed the standard under Section 10.3 but do not exceed the 

maximum standard under 10.4 a permit can be issued for development with a 

mitigation plan that meets the standards found in Section 15.0. 

 

10.5 TREATED IMPERVIOUS SURFACES 

Impervious surfaces that can be documented to show they meet either of the following standards 

shall be excluded from the impervious surface calculations under Section 10.2. 

 

10.5.1  The impervious surface is treated by devices such as stormwater ponds, 

constructed wetlands, infiltration basins, rain gardens, bio-swales or other 

engineered systems.  
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10.5.2  The runoff from the impervious surface discharges to an internally drained 

pervious area that retains the runoff on or off the parcel and allows infiltration 

into the soil.  

 

10.5.3 To qualify for the statutory exemption, property owners shall submit a complete 

permit application that is reviewed and approved by the county.  The application 

shall include the following: 

 

(1) A calculation showing how much runoff is coming from the impervious 

surface area. 

(2) Documentation that the runoff from the impervious surface is being treated 

by a proposed treatment system, treatment device or internally drained area. 

(3) An implementation schedule and enforceable obligation on the property 

owner to establish and maintain the treatment system, treatment devices or 

internally drained area. The enforceable obligations shall be evidenced by an 

instrument recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds prior to the 

issuance of the permit (Appendix A of this ordinance). 

 

 

10.6 EXISTING IMPERVIOUS SURFACE 

For existing impervious surfaces that were lawfully placed when constructed but that do not 

comply with the standards in Sections 10.2 and 10.3, the property owner may do any of the 

following: 

 

10.5.1 Maintenance and repair of all impervious surfaces. 

 

10.5.2 Replacement of existing impervious surfaces with similar surfaces within the 

existing building envelope. 

 

10.5.3 Relocation or modification of existing impervious surfaces with similar or 

different impervious surfaces, provided that the relocation or modification does 

not result in an increase in the percentage of impervious surface that existed on 

December 16, 2014. 

 

10.5.4 This section of the ordinance shall not be construed to supersede other provisions 

in the county shoreland ordinance.  Maintenance, reconstruction, replacement, 

relocation and expansion of existing structures must comply with other provisions 

in the county shoreland ordinance, the shoreland setback standards in Section 5.1 

and the nonconforming structure provisions of Section 14.0. 
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11.0 HEIGHT  

 

To protect and preserve wildlife habitat and natural scenic beauty, structures shall not be 

permitted taller than 35 feet in height, including structures located within 75 feet of the ordinary 

high water mark of any navigable waters.  

 

11.1 Structure height is the measurement of the vertical line segment starting at the 

lowest point of any exposed wall and its intersect with the ground (Point A in the 

following diagram) to a line horizontal to the highest point of a structure (Point B 

in the following diagram), unless specified under other sections of this code or the 

Florence County Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance. 
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12.0 SHORELAND-WETLAND DISTRICT 

12.1 DESIGNATION 

This district shall include all shorelands within the jurisdiction of this ordinance which are 

designated as wetlands on the most recent version of the Wisconsin Wetland Inventory as 

depicted on the Department of Natural Resources Surface Water Data Viewer for your mapping 

reference.  The maps can be viewed at 

http://dnrmaps.wi.gov/SL/Viewer.html?Viewer=SWDV&runWorkflow=Wetland   

 

12.2 LOCATING SHORELAND-WETLAND BOUNDARIES 

Where an apparent discrepancy exists between the shoreland-wetland district boundary shown on 

the Wisconsin Wetland Inventory and actual field conditions, the county shall contact the 

Department to determine if the map is in error.  If the Department determines that a particular 

area was incorrectly mapped as wetland or meets the wetland definition but was not shown as 

wetland on the map, the county shall have the authority to immediately grant or deny a shoreland 

zoning permit in accordance with the applicable regulations based on the Department 

determination as to whether the area is wetland.  In order to correct wetland mapping errors on 

the official zoning map, an official zoning map amendment must be initiated within a reasonable 

period of time, following the discovery of the mapping error.  

12.3 PURPOSE 

This district is created to maintain safe and healthful conditions, to prevent water pollution, to 

protect fish spawning grounds and wildlife habitat, to preserve shore cover and natural beauty 

and to control building and development in wetlands whenever possible.  When development is 

permitted in a wetland, the development should occur in a manner that minimizes adverse 

impacts upon the wetland. Wetlands are seldom suitable as building sites for the following 

reasons: 

 

12.3.1 Septic tanks systems will not function because of high groundwater; 

 

12.3.2 Water supplies are often polluted by septic tank wastes that have not been 

adequately absorbed by the soil; 

 

12.3.3 Foundations and road crack due to poor support capabilities and frost action; 

 

12.3.4 Flooding is common in spring and other times of high water. 

12.4 PERMITTED USES 

The following uses shall be allowed, subject to general shoreland zoning regulations contained in 

this ordinance, the provisions of chs. 30, 31 and 281.36 Wis. Stats., and the provisions of other 

applicable local, state and federal laws: 

 

12.4.1 Activities and uses which do not require the issuance of a zoning permit, but 

which must be carried out without any filling, flooding, draining, dredging, 

http://dnrmaps.wi.gov/SL/Viewer.html?Viewer=SWDV&runWorkflow=Wetland%20
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ditching, tiling or excavating except as allowed under Sections 12.4.2 and 12.4.3. 

 

(1) Hiking, fishing, trapping, hunting, swimming, and boating; 

(2) The harvesting of wild crops, such as marsh hay, ferns, moss, wild rice, 

berries, tree fruits, and tree seeds, in a manner that is not injurious to the 

natural reproduction of such crops; 

(3) The pasturing of livestock; 

(4) The cultivation of agricultural crops; 

(5) The practice of silviculture, including the planting, thinning, and harvesting 

of timber; and 

(6) The construction or maintenance of duck blinds. 

 

12.4.2 Uses which do not require the issuance of a zoning permit and which may include 

limited filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling, or excavating but 

only to the extent specifically provided below: 

 

(1) Temporary water level stabilization measures necessary to alleviate 

abnormally wet or dry conditions that would have an adverse impact on 

silvicultural activities if not corrected; 

 

(2) The cultivation of cranberries including flooding, dike and dam construction 

or ditching necessary for the growing and harvesting of cranberries, 

 

(3) The maintenance and repair of existing agricultural drainage systems 

including ditching, tiling, dredging, excavating and filling necessary to 

maintain the level of drainage required to continue the existing agricultural 

use.  This includes the minimum filling necessary for disposal of dredged 

spoil adjacent to the drainage system provided that dredged spoil is placed 

on existing spoil banks where possible; 

 

(4) The construction or maintenance of fences for the pasturing of livestock, 

including limited excavating and filling necessary for such construction or 

maintenance; 

 

(5) The construction or maintenance of piers, docks or walkways built on 

pilings, including limited excavating and filling necessary for such 

construction and maintenance; and 

 

(6) The maintenance, repair, replacement or reconstruction of existing town and 

county highways and bridges, including limited excavating and filling 

necessary for such maintenance, repair, replacement or reconstruction. 

 



 

Chapter 10 Florence County Code of Ordinances   AMENDMENT April 17, 2018 
 Subchapter 2: Shoreland and Wetland Zoning Ordinance  

32 

12.4.3 Uses which require the issuance of a conditional use permit under Section 15.3 

and which may include limited filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, 

tiling or excavating, but only to the extent specifically provided below: 

 

(1) The construction and maintenance of roads which are necessary to conduct 

silvicultural activities or agricultural cultivation; provided that: 

 

(a) The road cannot as a practical matter be located outside the wetland; 

(b) The road is designed and constructed to minimize adverse impact upon 

the natural functions of the wetland enumerated in Section 12.6.2; 

(c) The road is designed and constructed with the minimum 

cross-sectional area practical to serve the intended use; 

(d) Road construction activities are carried out in the immediate area of 

the roadbed only. 

(2) The construction or maintenance of nonresidential buildings, provided that: 

 

(a) The building is essential for and used solely in conjunction with the 

raising of waterfowl, minnows or other wetland or aquatic animals; or 

some other use permitted in the shoreland-wetland district; 

 

(b) The building cannot, as a practical matter, be located outside the 

wetland; 

 

(c) Such building is not designed for human habitation and does not 

exceed 500 sq. ft. in floor area; and 

 

(d) Only limited filling or excavating necessary to provide structural 

support for the building is authorized. 

 

(3) The establishment of public and private parks and recreation areas, natural 

and outdoor education areas, historic and scientific areas, wildlife refuges, 

game bird and animal farms, fur animal farms, fish hatcheries, and public 

boat launching ramps and attendant access roads, provided that: 

 

(a) Any private development is used exclusively for the permitted use and 

the applicant has received a permit or license under ch. 29, Wis. Stats., 

where applicable; 

 

(b) Filling or excavating necessary for the construction or maintenance of 

public boat launching ramps or attendant access roads is allowed only 

where such construction or maintenance meets the criteria in Section 

12.4.3(1)(a)-(d) and; 
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(c) Ditching, excavating, dredging, or dike and dam construction in public 

and private parks and recreation areas, natural and outdoor education 

areas, historic and scientific areas, wildlife refuges, game bird and 

animal farms, fur animal farms, and fish hatcheries is allowed only for 

the purpose of improving wildlife habitat and to otherwise enhance 

wetland values. 

 

(4) The construction or maintenance of electric, gas, telephone, water and sewer 

transmission and distribution facilities, by public utilities and cooperative 

associations organized for the purpose of producing or furnishing heat, light, 

power or water to their members and the construction or maintenance of 

railroad lines provided that: 

 

(a) The transmission and distribution facilities and railroad lines cannot, 

as a practical matter, be located outside the wetland; 

 

(b) Such construction or maintenance is done in a manner designed to 

minimize adverse impact upon the natural functions of the wetland 

enumerated in Section 12.6.2. 

12.5 PROHIBITED USES 

Any use not listed in Sections 12.4, is prohibited, unless the wetland or portion of the wetland 

has been rezoned by amendment of this ordinance in accordance with Section 12.6 of this 

ordinance and s. 59. 69(5)(e), Wis. Stats. 

 

12.5.1 No excavation or vegetative removal within a 20-foot setback of all wetlands. 

12.6 REZONING OF LANDS IN THE SHORELAND-WETLAND DISTRICT 

12.6.1 For all proposed text and map amendments to the shoreland-wetland provisions of 

this ordinance, the appropriate office of the Department shall be provided with the 

following: 

 

(1) A copy of every petition for a text or map amendment to the 

shoreland-wetland provisions of this ordinance, within 5 days of the filing of 

such petition with the county clerk.  Such petition shall include a copy of the 

Wisconsin Wetland Inventory map adopted as part of this ordinance 

describing any proposed rezoning of a shoreland-wetland; 

 

(2) Written notice of the public hearing to be held on a proposed amendment at 

least 10 days prior to such hearing; 

 

(3) A copy of the county zoning agency's findings and recommendations on 

each proposed amendment within 10 days after the submission of those 

findings and recommendations to the county board; and 
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(4) Written notice of the county board's decision on the proposed amendment 

within 10 days after it is issued. 

 

12.6.2 A wetland or a portion thereof, in the shoreland-wetland district shall not be 

rezoned if the proposed rezoning may result in a significant adverse impact upon 

any of the following: 

 

(1) Storm and flood water storage capacity; 

(2) Maintenance of dry season stream flow, the discharge of groundwater to a 

wetland, the recharge of groundwater from a wetland to another area, or the 

flow of groundwater through a wetland; 

(3) Filtering or storage of sediments, nutrients, heavy metals or organic 

compounds that would otherwise drain into navigable waters; 

(4) Shoreline protection against soil erosion; 

(5) Fish spawning, breeding, nursery or feeding grounds; 

(6) Wildlife habitat; or 

(7) Wetlands both within the boundary of designated areas of special natural 

resource interest and those wetlands which are in proximity to or have a 

direct hydrologic connection to such designated areas as defined in NR 

103.04 which can be accessed at the following web site:   

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/100/103.pdf 

 

12.6.3 If the Department notifies the county zoning agency that a proposed text or map 

amendment to the shoreland-wetland provisions of this ordinance may have a  

significant adverse impact upon any of the criteria listed in Section 12.6.2 of this 

ordinance, that amendment, if approved by the county board, shall contain the 

following provision: 

 

12.6.4 "This amendment shall not take effect until more than 30 days have elapsed after 

written notice of the county board's approval of this amendment is mailed to the 

Department of Natural Resources.  During that 30-day period the Department of 

Natural Resources may notify the county board that it will adopt a superseding 

shoreland ordinance for the county under s. 59.692(6), Wis. Stats. If the 

Department does so notify the county board, the effect of this amendment shall be 

stayed until the s. 59.692(6) adoption procedure is completed or otherwise 

terminated." 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/100/103.pdf
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13.0 WILD RIVERS ZONE 

13.1 PURPOSE 

This zone provides for the orderly and progressive re-establishment and maintenance of 

free flowing, relatively unpolluted, primarily primitive, generally inaccessible and 

esthetically attractive Wild Rivers in congruence with Wisconsin Statute 30.26. 

13.2 ZONE AREA 

This Zone embraces all land within three hundred (300) feet of the water area, or to the 

visible horizon from the water, whichever is greater on either side of the river. 

13.3 LOT SIZE REGULATIONS 

Minimum Area:            20,000 sq. ft. 

Minimum Width:          100 Feet  

13.4  HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

No structure shall exceed 35 feet in height. 

13.5 YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS 

Minimum front yard: Section 2.06 (Highway Setback) Comprehensive Ordinance.  

Minimum side yard: 25 feet 

Minimum rear yard: 50 feet 

Minimum water setback: 75 feet 

13.6 PERMITTED USES  

       13.6.1   Forestry practices that retain, preserve and continue a minimum of ninety 

square feet basal area vegetation growing stock within 100 feet of the 

river. 

13.6.2  Single family residence if rustic in design, unobtrusive in body and trim    

coloration, and at least 75% screened by vegetation as seen from the 

water during summer months.
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14.0 NONCONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES IN THE SHORELAND ZONE 

The provisions of this section are intended to regulate nonconforming uses and structures so as 

to protect water quality, fish and wildlife habitat, and natural scenic beauty as provided in the 

purpose statement of Section 1.3 of this ordinance and 281.31, WI Stats.  

14.1 DISCONTINUED NONCONFORMING USE 

If a nonconforming use is discontinued for a period of 12 months or more, any future use of the 

building, structure or property shall conform to the ordinance.  

14.2 MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, REPLACEMENT OR VERTICAL EXPANSION OF 

NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES  

An existing principal structure that was lawfully placed when constructed but does not comply 

with the required shoreland setback may be maintained, repaired, replaced, restored, rebuilt or 

remodeled subject to the following standards:  

14.2.1 The activity does not expand the footprint of the nonconforming structure.   

 

14.2.2 An existing structure that was lawfully placed when constructed but that   does not 

comply with the required shoreland setback may be vertically expanded unless the 

vertical expansion would extend more than 35 feet above grade level.  

 

14.2.3 The expansion of a structure beyond the existing footprint within the required 

setback is allowed only if the expansion is necessary to comply with applicable 

state or federal requirements. 

14.3 LATERAL EXPANSION OF A NONCONFORMING PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE 

WITHIN THE SETBACK 

An existing principal structure that was lawfully placed when constructed but does not comply 

with the required building setback per Section 5.1 may be expanded laterally, provided all of the 

following requirements are met. 

 

14.3.1  The use of the principal structure has not been discontinued for a period of 12   

months or more if the use is nonconforming. 

14.3.2  The existing principal structure is at least 35 feet from the ordinary high-water 

mark.   

14.3.3  Lateral expansions are limited to a maximum of 200 square feet over the life   of 

the structure.  No portion of the expansion may be any closer to the ordinary high-

water mark than the closest point of the existing principal structure. 
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14.3.4 The county shall issue a permit that requires a mitigation plan that shall be   

approved by the county and implemented by the property owner by the date 

specified in the permit.  The mitigation plan shall meet the standards in Section 

15.0.  

 

 14.3.5  All other provisions of the shoreland ordinance shall be met.  

14.4 EXPANSION OF A NONCONFORMING PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE BEYOND 

SETBACK 

An existing principal structure that was lawfully placed when constructed but does not comply 

with the required building setback under Section 5.1, may be expanded horizontally, landward, 

or vertically, provided the expanded area meets the building setback requirements in Section 5.1 

and that all other provisions of the shoreland ordinance are met.  A mitigation plan is not 

required solely for expansion under this paragraph, but may be required per Section 15.0. 

14.5 REPLACEMENT OR RELOCATION OF NONCONFORMING PRINCIPAL 

STRUCTURE 

An existing principal structure that was lawfully placed when constructed but does not comply 

with the required building setback per Section 5.1 may be relocated on the property provided all 

of the following requirements are met:  

14.5.1 The use of the structure has not been discontinued for a period of 12 months or 

more if a nonconforming use.  

 14.5.2 The existing principal structure is at least 35 feet from the ordinary high-water 

mark.  

14.5.3 No portion of the replaced or relocated structure is located any closer to the 

ordinary high-water mark than the closest point of the existing principal structure.  

14.5.4  The county determines that no other location is available on the property to build a 

principal structure of a comparable size to the structure proposed for replacement 

or relocation that will result in compliance with the shoreland setback requirement 

per Section 5.1.  

14.5.5 The county shall issue a permit that requires a mitigation plan that shall be 

approved by the county and implemented by the property owner by the date 

specified in the permit. The mitigation plan shall meet the standards found in 

Section 15.0 and include enforceable obligations of the property owner to 

establish or maintain measures that the county determines are adequate to offset 

the impacts of the permitted expansion on water quality, near-shore aquatic 

habitat, upland wildlife habitat and natural scenic beauty. The mitigation 

measures shall be proportional to the amount and impacts of the replaced or 

relocated structure being permitted. The obligations of the property owner under 

the mitigation plan shall be evidenced by an instrument recorded in the office of 

the County Register of Deeds.  

14.5.6   All other provisions of the shoreland ordinance shall be met. 



 

Chapter 10 Florence County Code of Ordinances   AMENDMENT April 17, 2018 
 Subchapter 2: Shoreland and Wetland Zoning Ordinance  

38 

 

14.6 MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, REPLACEMENT OR VERTICAL EXPANSION OF 

STRUCTURES THAT WERE AUTHORIZED BY VARIANCE  

A structure, of which any part has been authorized to be located within the shoreland setback 

area by a variance granted before July 13, 2015 may be maintained, repaired, replaced, restored, 

rebuilt or remodeled subject to the following standards: 

14.6.1   The activity does not expand the footprint of the authorized structure. 

14.6.2  The structure may be vertically expanded unless the vertical expansion would 

extend more than 35 feet above grade level. 

14.6.3 The expansion of a structure beyond the existing footprint within the required 

setback is allowed only if the expansion is necessary to comply with applicable 

state or federal requirements. 

14.7 BURDEN OF PROOF 

14.7.1 Any property owner asserting a defense to a charge of violating this ordinance 

that the property was a valid nonconforming use has the burden of demonstrating 

to a reasonable certainty by the greater weight of credible evidence that: 

 

(1) The nonconforming use was legally in existence at the time the ordinance was 

passed or amended, and 

(2) That the use of the property prior to the ordinance was so active and actual 

that it can be said the property owner acquired a vested interest in its 

continuance. For purposes of this ordinance, a property owner shall be 

deemed to have vested right in the use of the property where that use at the 

time of the effective date of this ordinance or amendment thereto is both 

active and actual (not just contemplated) and a substantial degree of activity or 

expense had been undertaken prior to the effective date of this ordinance or 

amendment thereto. 

(3) That the use is substantially the same use that existed prior to the enactment of 

the ordinance or amendments thereto.  

14.8 CHANGES AND SUBSTITUTION 

 

Once a non-conforming use has been changed to a conforming use or a nonconforming structure 

has been altered so as to comply with the yard, height, parking, loading, and access provision of 

this ordinance, it shall not revert back to a non-conforming use or nonconforming structure.  

Once the Board of Adjustment has permitted the substitution of a more restrictive non-

conforming use for the existing non-conforming use, the prior existing use shall lose its status as 

a legal non-conforming use and the substituted use shall become subject to all the conditions 

required by the Board. 
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15.0 MITIGATION 

 

When the county issues a permit requiring mitigation under Section 10.4, Section 14.3 and 

Section 14.5 the property owner must submit a complete permit application that is reviewed and 

approved by the county. The application shall include the following: 

 

15.0.1 A site plan that describes the proposed mitigation measures. 

 

(1) The site plan shall be designed and implemented to restore natural functions 

lost through development and human activities 

(2) The mitigation measures shall be proportional in scope to the impacts on 

water quality, near-shore aquatic habitat, upland wildlife habitat and natural 

scenic beauty.  

 

 15.0.2 An implementation schedule and enforceable obligation on the property owner to 

establish and maintain the mitigation measures.  

(1) The enforceable obligations shall be evidenced by an instrument recorded in 

the office of the Register of Deeds.   

(2) All shoreland mitigation activities must begin within one year of the 

recording date of the mitigation affidavit or in accordance with the timeline 

that is written into the mitigation plan and must be completed in accordance 

with said timeline or within 2 years of the recording date if a timeline has 

not been established. 

15.1   MITIGATION POINT REQUIREMENTS 

15.1.1 Mitigation points are required for developing property under the following 

conditions: 

 

(a)  Impervious Surface coverage is greater than 15% but less than 20% - (2 points 

 

 (b)  Impervious Surface coverage is from 20% to 30% - 3 points 

  

  (c) Lateral expansion of nonconforming principal structure within the shoreland 

setback under Section 14.3 – 3 points 

 

  (d) Relocation of Nonconforming principal structure within the shoreland setback    

under Section 14.5 – 1 point 
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15.2   MITIGATION OPTIONS 

15.2.1 Mitigation point options include: 

 

(a) Active restoration (accelerated recovery) of a vegetative shoreland buffer  

   (3 points)    

 

(b) Increasing depth of a compliant existing vegetative shoreland buffer (1 point) 

for every 15 feet of depth) 

 

(c)  Passive restoration (natural recovery) of a vegetative shoreland buffer  

            (1 point)   
 

(d)  Existing compliant shoreland buffer (2 points) 

 

     (e) Install rain gutters/down spouts to divert water to a naturally vegetated area, 

rain garden or subsurface infiltration. (1 point) 

 

(f) Install a rain garden in accordance with UWEX Publication GWQ037 or 

storm water infiltration system and direct runoff from impervious surfaces to 

rain garden. (up to 3 points) 

 

   (g)  Removal of a structure located within 75 ft. of the OHWM (2 points)   

 

                 (h)  Removal of a structure located within 35 ft. of the OHWM (3 points)   

 

    (i) Reducing the allowable viewing and access corridor (1 point) for every 15  

feet of depth) 

   

    (j)  (½ - Max 3 points) At the discretion of the Planning and Zoning Staff 

mitigation measures not specifically identified above which are likely to 

provide significant benefits in meeting the objectives of this ordinance may be 

approved.  (Example: construction of water detention basin or implementation 

of other storm water management activities.) 

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/Assets/pdfs/GWQ037.pdf
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15.3   MITIGATION PLAN REQUIREMENTS 

The mitigation measures shall be maintained in perpetuity, unless the property owner receives 

approval of a new mitigation plan.  In cases where a buffer restoration plan per Section 10.4, 

14.3 and 14.5 is required, one plan may be prepared provided the requirements of both plans are 

met.  

 15.3.1   Mitigation plans submitted for review and approval shall include the following: 

   (1)  Name of Property Owner 

   (2)  Property Address 
 
     (3)  Legal description of the property or Volume and Page of the instrument that 

shows the platted area. 
 
      (4)  Lot Boundaries 
 
  (5)  All Impervious Surfaces Shown 
 
  (6)  Total Impervious Surface Area with Dimensions 
 
  (7)  Total Lot Area (measured from Right-of-Way to OHWM) 
 
  (8)   Location of OHWM 
  
  (9)   Vegetative Buffer Zone Shown with Dimensions 
 
  (10) Viewing Access Corridor Shown with Dimensions 

 
  (11)  Scale (e.g. 1 inch = 10 ft.) 
 
  (12)  North Arrow 
 
  (13)  List of Mitigation Options Selected and Associated Points Utilized 
 
  (14)  All Mitigation Options Utilized Shown in Detail 
 
  (15)  Erosion Control Measures Shown (if applicable) 
 
  (16)  List of all Selected Plants (if applicable) 
 
 (17)  Implementation Schedule  (implementation shall be completed within 12         

months of the issuance of the relate shoreland land use permit) 
  
  (18)  Certificates of Approval (if applicable) 
 
  (19)  An Affidavit describing the mitigation actions and maintenance required. 
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For mitigation options where plantings are required, plant species shall be selected from the  

Wisconsin Botanical Information System list and approved by Planning and Zoning staff.  

Substitutions to the list will be allowed in the event of lack of plant stock or seed availability 

on a case-by-case basis. All plants may be transplanted from areas outside of the buffer zone 

or mitigation area. 

  

http://www.botany.wisc.edu/cgi-bin/SearchResults.cgi?Genus=Liatris
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16.0     ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

16.1 PLANNING AND ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

The planning and zoning administrator shall have the following duties and powers: 

 

16.1.1 Advise applicants as to the provisions of this ordinance and assist them in 

preparing permit applications and appeal forms. 

16.1.2 Issue permits and certificates of compliance and inspect properties for compliance 

with this ordinance. 

16.1.3 Keep records of all permits issued, inspections made, work approved and other 

official actions. 

16.1.4 Provide copies of variances, conditional uses and decisions on appeals for map or 

text interpretations and map or text amendments within 10 days after they are 

granted or denied to the appropriate office of the Department. 

 

16.1.5 Investigate and report violations of this ordinance to the appropriate county 

zoning committee and the district attorney or corporation counsel. 

16.2 ZONING PERMITS 

 

16.2.1 WHEN REQUIRED.  Except where another Section of this ordinance specifically 

exempts certain types of development from this requirement, a zoning permit 

shall be obtained from the planning and zoning administrator before any new 

development, as defined in Section 20.0, or any change in the use of an existing 

building or structure, is initiated. 

 

16.2.2 APPLICATION.  An application for a zoning permit shall be made to the 

planning and zoning administrator upon forms furnished by the county and shall 

include for the purpose of proper enforcement of these regulations, the following 

data: 

 

(1) Name and address of applicant and property owner. 

(2) Legal description of the property and type of proposed use. 

(3) A sketch of the dimensions of the lot and location of buildings relative to the 

lot lines, center line of abutting highways and the ordinary high-water mark 

of any abutting watercourses and water level on a date specified. 

(4) Location and description of any existing private water supply or sewage 

system or notification of plans for any such installation. 
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(5) Location of existing vegetation, date of construction of each structure on the 

lot, location and type of materials of any, deck, patios, driveways or parking 

areas. 

 

16.2.3 EXPIRATION OF PERMIT.  Zoning permits shall expire 12 months from date 

issued if no substantial work has commenced. 

16.3 CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS 

 

16.3.1 APPLICATION FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT.  Any use listed as a 

Conditional Use in this ordinance shall be permitted only after an application has 

been submitted to the planning and zoning administrator and a Conditional Use 

permit has been granted by the Planning and Zoning Committee. 

 

16.3.2  STANDARDS APPLICABLE TO ALL CONDITIONAL USES.  In passing 

upon a Conditional Use permit, the Planning and Zoning Committee shall 

evaluate the effect of the proposed use upon: 

 

(1) The maintenance of safe and healthful conditions. 

(2) The prevention and control of water pollution including sedimentation. 

(3) Compliance with local floodplain zoning ordinances and opportunity for 

damage to adjacent properties due to altered surface water drainage. 

(4) The erosion potential of the site based upon degree and direction of slope, 

soil type and vegetative cover. 

(5) The location of the site with respect to existing or future access roads. 

(6) The need of the proposed use for a shoreland location. 

(7) Its compatibility with uses on adjacent land. 

(8) The amount of liquid and solid wastes to be generated and the adequacy of 

the proposed disposal systems. 

(9) Location factors under which: 

 

(a) Domestic uses shall be generally preferred; 

(b) Uses not inherently a source of pollution within an area shall be 

preferred over uses that are or may be a pollution source; 

(c) Use locations within an area tending to minimize the possibility of 

pollution shall be preferred over use locations tending to increase that 

possibility. 
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16.3.3 CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO CONDITIONAL USES.  Upon consideration of 

the factors listed above, the Planning and Zoning Committee shall attach such 

conditions, in addition to those required elsewhere in this ordinance, as are 

necessary to further the purposes of this ordinance.  Violations of any of these 

conditions shall be deemed a violation of this ordinance.  Such conditions may 

include specifications for, without limitation because of specific enumeration: 

type of shore cover; specific sewage disposal and water supply facilities; 

landscaping and planting screens; period of operation; operational control; 

sureties; deed restrictions; location of piers, docks, parking and signs; and type of 

construction.  To secure information upon which to base its determination, the 

Planning and Zoning Committee may require the applicant to furnish, in addition 

to the information required for a zoning permit, the following information: 

 

(1) A plan of the area showing surface contours, soil types, ordinary high-water 

marks, ground water conditions, subsurface geology and vegetative cover. 

(2) Location of buildings, parking areas, traffic access, driveways, walkways, 

piers, open space and landscaping. 

(3) Plans of buildings, sewage disposal facilities, water supply systems and 

arrangement of operations. 

(4) Specifications for areas of proposed filling, grading, lagooning or dredging. 

(5) Other pertinent information necessary to determine if the proposed use 

meets the requirements of this ordinance. 

 

16.3.4 NOTICE, PUBLIC HEARING AND DECISION.  Before passing upon an 

application for a Conditional Use permit, the Planning and Zoning Committee 

shall hold a public hearing.  Notice of such public hearing, specifying the time, 

place and matters to come before the board, shall be given as a Class 2 notice 

under ch. 985, Wis. Stats.  Such notice shall be provided to the appropriate office 

of the Department at least 10 days prior to the hearing. The board shall state in 

writing the grounds for granting or refusing a conditional use permit. 

 

16.3.5 RECORDING.  When a conditional use permit is approved, an appropriate record 

shall be made of the land use and structures permitted and such permit shall be 

applicable solely to the structures, conditional use and property so described.  A 

copy of any decision on a permit shall be provided to the appropriate office of the 

Department within 10 days after it is granted or denied. 

 

16.3.6 REVOCATION.  Where the conditions of a conditional use permit are violated, 

the conditional use permit shall be revoked by the Planning and Zoning 

Committee. 
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17.0    BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

17.1 CREATION  

There is hereby created a Board of Adjustment as authorized by s. 59.694, Wis, Stats.  The 

County Board shall adopt such rules for the conduct of business of the board of adjustment as 

required by s. 59.694 (3), Wis. Stats. 

17.2 MEMBERSHIP 

 

17.2.1 Size and appointment: The Chairperson of the County Board shall appoint a board 

of adjustment consisting of three members and two alternate members with the 

approval of the County Board of Supervisors under s. 59.694(2), Wis. Stats.  

Annually, the Chairperson of the County Board shall designate one of the 

alternate members as the first alternate and the other, the second alternate. 

 

17.2.2 Eligibility. Members of the Board of Adjustment shall reside in the 

unincorporated areas of the Florence County and no two members shall reside in 

the same town. 

 

17.2.3 Terms of office. The term of office shall be three years beginning July 1.  

However, these terms of office shall be staggered such that no more than one 

members’ term of office expires in any one year. 

 

17.2.4  Officers. The Board of Adjustment shall choose its own chairperson, vice-

chairperson, and secretary. 

 

17.2.5 Removal.  Members may be removed by the chairperson of the County Board of 

Supervisors for cause upon written charges.  Cause may include excessive 

absenteeism.  

17.3 ORGANIZATION 

 

The Board of Adjustment shall organize and adopt rules for the conduct of its business and to 

carry out into effect the provisions of this ordinance and s. 59.694, Wis. Stats.  

 

17.3.1 Meetings of the board of adjustment shall be held at the call of the chairperson 

and at such other times as the Board of Adjustment may determine, at a fixed time 

and place. 

 

17.3.2 Open meetings: All meetings of the Board of Adjustment shall be open to the 

public, unless otherwise authorized by Wisconsin law. 

 

17.3.3  Minutes.  The Board of Adjustment shall keep minutes of its proceedings showing  

   the vote of each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to vote, 

indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other official 
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actions, all of which shall be immediately filed in the office of the board of 

adjustment and shall be public record. 

 

17.3.4  Voting.   

 

(1) Majority Rule: A majority vote of the board of adjustment shall be 

necessary to reverse any order, requirement, decision or determination of 

any such administrative official, or to decide in favor of the applicant on any 

matter which it is required to pass under this ordinance to effect any such 

variation to this ordinance.  

 

(2) The first alternate shall act, with full power, only when a member of the 

board of adjustment refuses to vote because of a conflict of interest or when 

a member is absent.  The 2nd alternate shall act only when the first alternate 

refuses to vote because of a conflict of interest or is absent, or if more than 

one member of the board of adjustment refuses to vote because of a conflict 

of interest or is absent. 

 

(3) The chairperson or in his or her absence the acting chairperson, may 

administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. 

17.4 POWERS OF THE BOARD 

The Board of Adjustment shall have the following powers: 

 

17.4.1 To hear and decide appeals when it is alleged there is error in any order, 

requirement, decision or determination made by an administrative official in the 

enforcement of Section 59.69 or of any ordinance adopted pursuant thereto.  In 

exercising the above-mentioned powers, the Board of Adjustment may, in 

conformity with the provisions of this Section, reverse of affirm, wholly or partly, 

or may modify the order, requirement, decision or determination as ought to be 

made, and to that end shall have all powers of the officer from whom the appeal is 

taken. 

 

17.4.2 To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from the terms of the 

ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest, where, owing to special 

conditions, a literal enforcement of the provisions of the ordinance will result in 

unnecessary hardship, and so that the spirit of the ordinance shall be observed and 

substantial justice done.   

 

17.4.3 To grant variances for renewable energy resource systems as provided in s. 

59.694(7) (d), Wis. Stats. If the board denies an application for variance for such a 

system, the board shall provide a written statement of its reasons for denying the 

application. In this paragraph, “renewable energy resource system” means a solar 

energy system, a waste conversion energy system, a wind energy system or any 

other energy system which relies on a renewable energy resource. 
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17.4.4 A variance shall not grant or increase any use of property which is prohibited in 

the zoning district. 

 

17.4.5 The Board of Adjustment may grant a variance from the dimensional standards of 

this ordinance. 

 

17.4.6 The power to grant special exceptions and conditional uses is a power granted by 

the County Board solely to the Planning and Zoning Committee.  

 

17.4.7 The Board of Adjustment is bound to accept the zoning ordinance and map as 

being correct. 

 

17.5 VARIANCE FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ORDINANCE 

17.5.1  Petition 

 

A petition for a variance shall be filed by the property owner, or the owner's 

agent, using forms furnished by the Florence County Planning and Zoning 

Department.  Such petition shall include the following: 

 

(1) Name and address of the property owner and petitioner (if different). 

 

(2) Signature of petitioner. 

 

(3) Location of property involved in the petition. 

 

(4) Proposed structure in question, including a site plan showing the preferred 

arrangement for which the variance is sought. 

 

(5) Sections(s) of this Ordinance from which a variance is requested. 

 

(6) Details as to the narrowness, shallowness, shape, topography, or other 

characteristics of the land or the physical conditions applying to the building 

or structure which make it not merely inconvenient but extremely difficult, 

if not impossible, to comply with the provisions of the Ordinance. 

 

(7) A statement that the conditions detailed above are unique to this property 

and are not generally existing on other properties in the same zoning district. 

 

(8) A statement that shows there is unnecessary hardship and was not caused by 

the applicant or by any persons still having an interest in the property. 

 

(9) Fee.  A petition for a variance shall be accompanied by a fee established by 

the County Board of Supervisors. 
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17.5.2 Processing 

 

(1) Public hearing.  The Board of Adjustment shall fix a reasonable time for the 

hearing of the appeal and publish a class 2 notice thereof under ch 985 Wis. 

Stats., as well as give due notice to the parties in interest, and decide the 

same within a reasonable time. The Board shall send written notice to the 

appropriate office of the Department of Natural Resources at least 10 days 

prior to the hearing. Upon the hearing, a party may appear in person or by 

agent or attorney. 

 

(2) Decision.  Within a reasonable time, the Board of Adjustment shall render a 

decision to either grant or deny the request for variance. 

 

(a) A variance granted shall be the minimum relief granted to permit and 

may contain conditions or guarantees attached thereto by the Board of 

Adjustment. 

 

(b) A variance denied shall be accompanied by the reasons for denial. 

 

(c) In an action involving a historic property, as defined in s. 44.31 (3) 

Wis. Stats., the board of adjustment shall consider any suggested 

alternatives or recommended decision submitted by the landmarks 

commission or the planning and zoning committee. 

 

(3)  Standards for variance.  The Board of Adjustment shall consider the 

following standards for granting a variance.  The burden of proof at all times 

remains with the applicant to establish that the proposed variance meets the 

following standards: 

 

(a) Unnecessary hardship.  That there are present actual physical 

conditions applying to the lot, parcel, building, structure, use or 

intended use on that parcel which are creating the unnecessary 

hardship in the application of this Ordinance, as distinguished from a 

mere inconvenience to the owner if the strict letter of the regulations 

are required. 

 

(b) Unique condition.  That the conditions described in par. (a) are unique, 

exceptional, extraordinary, or unusual circumstances applying only or 

primarily to the property under consideration and are not of such a 

general or recurrent nature elsewhere in the same zoning district as to 

suggest or establish the basis for Ordinance changes or amendments, 

or of having that effect if relied upon as the basis for granting a 

variance. 
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(c) Conditions not self-created.  That the condition creating the hardship 

or difficulty was not caused by the petitioner nor by any person still 

having an interest in the property. 

 

(d) Public interest.  That in granting the variance there will not be a 

substantial detriment to neighboring property and the grant of variance 

will not be contrary to the purpose of this Ordinance and the public 

interest. 

 

 

 

17.5.3 Department of Natural Resources Notification 

 

A copy of any variance decision of the Board of Adjustment which affects 

shorelands shall be provided to the office of the Department of Natural Resources 

within 10 days of the date such decision is rendered. 

 

17.5.4  Resubmission 

 

A variance petition that has been heard and decided shall not be eligible to be 

resubmitted during the 6 months following the decision.  The 6 month period may 

be waived by the Board of Adjustment provided that the petitioner submits a 

written report identifying how the new petition differs materially from the 

previous petition or identifying substantial new evidence that will be offered and 

provided that the Board of Adjustment votes by simple majority that the changes 

or new evidence would be of such significance that the Board might consider 

changing the previous decision. 

 

17.5.5  Road Projects 

 

When a structure becomes a nonconforming structure as to setback from a road, 

because the road was widened or relocated by the county, a town, or the 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation, such structure shall not require a 

variance and shall not be considered a nonconforming structure in regards to 

setback from a road or highway.  However, no such structure shall thereafter be 

enlarged or rebuilt in such a manner that it will be closer to the right-of-way of the 

road. 

 

17.5.6  Repairs and Restoration 

 

A structure that was authorized by a variance that is damaged or destroyed by fire, 

explosion, flooding, storm damage, or similar calamity may be repaired or 

restored provided either 1) the repair or restoration would bring the structure into 

compliance with this Ordinance; or 2) the repair or restoration of the structure 

conforms fully to the structure authorized by the variance.  



 

Chapter 10 Florence County Code of Ordinances   AMENDMENT April 17, 2018 
 Subchapter 2: Shoreland and Wetland Zoning Ordinance  

51 

17.6 APPEALS 

17.6.1 General Provisions 

 

(1) Where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement, decision, or 

determination made by the , Planning and Zoning Administrator or Planning 

and Zoning Committee, an appeal may be taken to the Board of Adjustment 

by any person aggrieved, or by any officer, department, board, or bureau of 

the municipality affected. 

 

(2) Such appeals shall be filed with the Planning and Zoning Department within 

30 days after the date of written notice of the decision or order of the 

Planning and Zoning Administrator, or Planning and Zoning Committee. 

 

(3) Stays.  An appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action 

appealed from, unless the officer from whom the appeal is taken shall certify 

to the Board of Adjustment, after the notice of appeal shall have been filed, 

that by reason of facts stated in the certificate a stay would cause imminent 

peril to life or property.  In such case, proceedings shall not be stayed other 

than by a restraining order, which may be granted by the Board of 

Adjustment or by a court of record on application on notice to the officer 

from whom the appeal is taken and on due cause shown. 

 

17.6.2 Appeal Petition 

Petitions for appeals shall include: 

 

(1) Name, address, and signature of the appellant. 

(2) Location of property affected by the appeal. 

(3) The decision being appealed and the grounds claimed for the appeal.  The 

burden of proof at all times remains with the appellant. 

(4) Such additional information as may be required by the Board of Adjustment. 

(5) Fee.  An appeal shall be accompanied by a fee established by the County 

Board of Supervisors. 

(6) The Florence County Planning and Zoning Department shall forthwith 

transmit to the Board of Adjustment the appeal and all the documents 

constituting the record upon which the action appealed from was taken. 

 

17.6.3 Appeal Public Hearing and Decision 

 

(1) Public hearing.  The Board of Adjustment shall fix a reasonable time for the 

hearing of the appeal and publish a class 2 notice thereof under ch 985 Wis. 

Stats., as well as give due notice to the parties in interest, and decide the 
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same within a reasonable time. The Board shall send written notice to the 

appropriate office of the Department of Natural Resources at least 10 days 

prior to the hearing.  Upon the hearing, a party may appear in person or by 

agent or attorney. 

(2) In an action involving a historic property, as defined in s. 44.31 (3) Wis. 

Stats., the board of adjustment shall consider any suggested alternatives or 

recommended decision submitted by the landmarks commission or the 

planning and zoning commission. 

(3) Decision.  The Board of Adjustment decision of the appeal shall be rendered 

in writing within 30 days after the public hearing.  Such decision shall: 

(a) State the specific facts which are the basis for the Board's decision. 

 

(b) Either affirm, reverse, vary, or modify the order, requirement, decision 

or determination appealed from.  The Board may also dismiss the 

appeal for lack of jurisdiction. 

 

17.6.4  Department of Natural Resources Notification. 

A copy of any appeal decision of the Board of Adjustment which affects 

shorelands shall be provided to the regional office of the Department of 

Natural Resources within 10 days of the date such decision is rendered. 

17.7 COURT REVIEW 

Any person or persons, jointly or severally, aggrieved by any decision of the Board of 

Adjustment, or any taxpayer, or any officer, department, board or bureau of the municipality, 

may present to a court of record a petition, duly verified, setting forth that such decision is 

illegal, in whole or in part, specifying the grounds of illegality.  Such petition shall be presented 

to the court within thirty days after the filing of the decision of the Board of Adjustment. 

17.8 CERTIORARI 

Upon the presentation of such petition the court may allow a writ of certiorari directed to the 

Board of Adjustment to review such decision of the Board of Adjustment, and shall prescribe 

therein the time within which a return thereto must be made and served upon the realtor's 

attorney, which shall not be less than ten days and may be extended by the court.  The allowance 

of the writ shall not stay proceedings upon the decision appealed from, but the court may on 

application, on notice to the board and on due cause shown, grant a restraining order. 

17.9 RETURN WRIT 

The Board of Adjustment shall not be required to return the original papers acted upon it, but 

shall be sufficient to return certified or sworn copies thereof or of such portions thereof as may 

be called for by such writ.  The return shall concisely set forth such other facts as may be 

pertinent and material to show the grounds of the decision appealed from and shall be verified. 
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17.10 COURT DECISION 

If, upon the hearing, it shall appear to the court that testimony is necessary for the proper 

disposition of the matter, it may take evidence or appoint a referee to take such evidence as it 

may direct and report the same to the court with his findings of fact and conclusions of law, 

which shall constitute a part of the proceedings upon which the determination of the court shall 

be made.  The court may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the decision brought 

up for review. 

17.11 COSTS 

Costs shall not be allowed against the board unless it shall appear to the court that it acted with 

gross negligence, or in bad faith, or with malice in making the decision appealed from.  All 

issues in any proceeding under this Section shall have preference over all civil action and 

proceedings. 
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18.0     FEES.  GENERAL 

 The county board may, by resolution, adopt fees for the following: 

18.1 LAND USE PERMITS. 

18.2 BUILDING PERMITS. 

18.3 SPECIAL REQUEST INSPECTIONS. 

18.4 PLANNED RESIDENTIAL UNIT DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS. 

18.5 PUBLIC HEARINGS. 

18.6 LEGAL NOTICE PUBLICATIONS. 

18.7 CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS. 
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19.0      CHANGES AND AMENDMENTS 

The county board may from time to time, alter, supplement or change the boundaries of use 

districts and the regulations contained in this ordinance in accordance with the requirements of 

s.59.69(5)(e), Wis. Stats, ch. NR 115, Wis. Adm. Code and Section 12.6 of this ordinance where 

applicable. 

 

19.1.1 Amendments to this ordinance may be made on petition of any interested party as 

provided in s. 59.69(5)(e), Wis. Stats. 

 

19.1.2 Every petition for a text or map amendment filed with the county clerk shall be 

referred to the county zoning agency.  A copy of each petition shall be mailed to 

the appropriate office of the Department within 5 days of the filing of the petition 

with the county clerk.  Written notice of the public hearing to be held on a 

proposed amendment shall be provided to the appropriate office of the 

Department at least 10 days prior to the hearing. 

 

19.1.3 A copy of the county board's decision on each proposed amendment shall be 

forwarded to the appropriate office of the Department within 10 days after the 

decision is issued. 
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20.0 ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 

Any development, any building or structure constructed, moved or structurally altered, or any 

use established after the effective date of this ordinance in violation of the provisions of this 

ordinance, by any person, firm, association, corporation (including building contractors or their 

agents) shall be deemed a violation.  The planning and zoning administrator or the county zoning 

agency shall refer violations to the district attorney or corporation counsel who shall 

expeditiously prosecute violations.  Any person, firm, association or corporation who violates or 

refuses to comply with any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be subject to a forfeiture of 

not less than ten ($10.00) dollars nor more than two hundred ($200.00) dollars per offense, 

together with the taxable costs of action.  Each day which the violation exists shall constitute a 

separate offense.  Every violation of this ordinance is a public nuisance and the creation thereof 

may be enjoined and the maintenance thereof may be abated pursuant to s. 59.69(11), Wis. Stats. 

20.1 STATUTES OF LIMITATIONS 

 

20.1.1 As required by s. 59.692(1t), Wis. States., where a building or structure violates 

the dimensional or use standards of this ordinance, and the violating building or 

structure has been in place more than 10 years before an enforcement action is 

initiated, such building or structure shall not be pursued as a violation or require 

removal from the parcel but will not be considered a nonconforming structure 

according to the definition found in Section 21.0 of this ordinance. The  

provisions of Section 14.0 of this ordinance do not apply to illegally constructed 

buildings or structures.  

 

20.1.2 Any property owner asserting as a defense to a charge of violating this ordinance 

that the alleged violation has been in place more than ten (10) years before 

enforcement action was initiated has the burden of proving that: 

 

(1) The building or structure that is in violation has been in place more than  10 

years before enforcement action was initiated; 

(2) That the building or structure (and its use, if the use is nonconforming) has 

remained essentially unchanged for at least 10  years; 

(3) That the use of the building or structure has been active and continual for 10 

years or more. If use was discontinued for more than twelve months, that 

use shall not be considered active and continual. 
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21.0 DEFINITIONS 

21.1 INTERPRETATION 

For the purpose of administering and enforcing this ordinance, the terms or words used herein 

shall be interpreted as follows:  Words used in the present tense include the future; words in the 

singular number include the plural number; and words in the plural number include the singular 

number.  The word "shall" is mandatory, not permissive.  All distances, unless otherwise 

specified, shall be measured horizontally. 

21.2 THE FOLLOWING TERMS USED IN THIS ORDINANCE MEAN: 

 

ACCESS AND VIEWING CORRIDOR - A strip of vegetated land that allows safe pedestrian 

access to the shore through the vegetative buffer zone. 

ACCESS SITE OR LOT -  A parcel of land which is contiguous to a body of water (lake or 

river) which provides a means for waterfront access for back lot development. 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE - see STRUCTURE, ACCESSORY 

BACK LOT -  A parcel of any size, whether or not improved or subdivided or platted, which 

does not abut the shoreline or ordinary high water mark of a lake. 

BACKLOT DEVELOPMENT - also known as “lot pyramiding”, “keyhole development” or 

“development funneling” is the practice whereby a lot, lots, outlot or common open space or 

commonly owned lot is used for waterfront access by a number of parcels or lots located away 

from or not contiguous to the water body. 

BASEMENT -  The portion of a dwelling below the first floor or ground floor with its entire 

floor below grade. 

BLUFF FACE - That area riverward from the bluff line where slope toward the river equals 12 

percent or more with the horizontal interval of measurement not exceeding 50 feet. 

BLUFF LINE - A line along the top of a slope, connecting the points at which the slope, 

proceeding away from a river or adjoining watershed channel and which is not visually 

inconspicuous, becomes less than 12 percent. 

BOATHOUSE - A permanent structure used for the storage of watercraft and associated 

materials and includes all structures which are totally enclosed, have roofs or walls or any 

combination of these structural parts.  

BUFFER STRIP -  A parcel of land abutting a lake on either side of an access lot. It may be 

used for any purpose permitted by the zoning ordinance. 

BUILDING ENVELOPE - The three dimensional space within which a structure is built. 
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CLASS 2 NOTICE - A notice that must be published in an official newspaper or paper of 

general circulation in the county.  It must be published once a week for 2 weeks with the last 

publication being 1 week prior to the hearing. 

CONDITIONAL USE (SPECIAL EXCEPTION - A use which is permitted by this ordinance 

provided that certain conditions specified in the ordinance are met and that a permit is granted by 

the board of adjustment or, where appropriate, the planning and zoning committee or county 

board. 

CONSTRUCTION -  Building, erecting, or placing a structure on a parcel of land. 

COUNTY ZONING AGENCY: That committee or commission created or designated by the 

county board under s. 59.69(2)(a), Wis. Stats, to act in all matters pertaining to county planning 

and zoning. 

DECK -  An outdoor platform usually above ground grade, intended to support persons and 

outdoor furniture such as chairs or a picnic table.  It also includes flat roofs over other legal 

structures if the intention is the same. 

DEPARTMENT - The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources(WDNR.) 

DEVELOPMENT - Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, 

but not limited to the construction of buildings, structures or accessory structures; the 

construction of additions or substantial alterations to buildings, structures or accessory structures; 

the placement of mobile homes; ditching, lagooning, dredging, filling, grading, paving, 

excavation or drilling operations, and the deposition or extraction of earthen materials. 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS - The part of the zoning ordinance that applies to 

elements including setback, height, lot coverage, and side yard. 

DRAINAGE SYSTEM - One or more artificial ditches, tile drains or similar devices which 

collect surface runoff or groundwater and convey it to a point of discharge. 

EXISTING DEVELOPMENT PATTERN - That principal structures exist within 250 feet of a 

proposed principal structure in both directions along the shoreline. 

FIREPIT - A structure used to contain an outdoor fire and constructed to have a permanent 

location on the landscape such as a depression surrounded by pavers, gravel or other impervious 

surfaces.  Metal fire rings or other moveable vessels intended to contain an outdoor fire are not 

considered fire pits for regulatory purposes. 

FACILITY - Any property or equipment of a public utility, as defined in s. 196.01 (5), or a 

cooperative association organized under ch. 185 for the purpose of producing or furnishing heat, 

light, or power to its members only, that is used for the transmission, delivery, or furnishing of 

natural gas, heat, light, or power.  
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FLOODPLAIN - The land which has been or may be hereafter covered by flood water during 

the regional flood.  The floodplain includes the floodway and the flood fringe as those terms are 

defined in ch. NR 116, Wis. Adm. Code. 

FLOOR AREA - The total area of the structure footprint, including all area encompassed by 

foundations, basement walls, exterior walls, roof overhangs greater than 24 inches in width, 

support structures, and any attachments or appurtenances. Floor area, as calculated for the 

minimum living space of a dwelling unit, shall be completely enclosed, considered habitable 

under the building and mechanical code requirements, and be at least 7 feet in height from floor 

to ceiling. Such things as attached garages, open decks and floors with a wall height under 7 feet 

in height are not considered floor area. 

 

FOOTPRINT - The land area covered by a structure at ground level measured on a horizontal 

plane.  The footprint of a residence or building includes the horizontal plane bounded by the 

furthest exterior wall and eave if present, projected to natural grade.  For structures without walls 

(decks, stairways, patios, carports) – a single horizontal plane bounded by the furthest portion of 

the structure projected to natural grade.  Note: For the purposes of replacing or reconstructing a 

nonconforming building with walls, the footprint shall not be expanded by enclosing the area 

that is located within the horizontal plane from the exterior wall to the eaves projected to natural 

grade.  This constitutes a lateral expansion under NR 115 and would need to follow NR 115.05 

(1)(g)5. 

 

GENERALLY ACCEPTED FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES - Forestry 

management practices that promote sound management of a forest. Generally accepted forestry 

management practices include those practices contained in the most recent version of the 

department publication known as Wisconsin Forest Management Guidelines and identified as 

PUB FR-226. 

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE - An area that releases as runoff all or a majority of the precipitation 

that falls on it. “Impervious surface” excludes frozen soil but includes rooftops, sidewalks, 

driveways, parking lots, and streets unless specifically designed, constructed, and maintained to 

be pervious.  Roadways as defined in s. 340.01(54), Wis. Adm. Code, or sidewalks as defined in 

s. 340.01(58) Wis. Adm. Code, are not considered impervious surfaces. 

 

LOT - A continuous parcel of land, not divided by a public right-of-way, and sufficient in size to 

meet the lot width and lot area provisions of this ordinance. 

 

LOT AREA - The area of a horizontal plane bounded by the front, side, and rear lot lines of a 

lot, but not including the area of any land below the ordinary high water mark of navigable 

waters. 

 

LOT OF RECORD - Any lot, the description of which is properly recorded with the Register of 

Deeds, which at the time of its recordation complied with all applicable laws, ordinances, and 

regulations.  
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MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR - Includes such activities as interior remodeling, exterior 

remodeling, and the replacement or enhancement of plumbing or electrical systems, insulation, 

windows, doors, siding, or roof within the existing building envelope. 

 

MITIGATION - Balancing measures that are designed and implemented to restore natural 

functions and values that are otherwise lost through development and human activities. 

 

NAVIGABLE WATERS - Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, all natural inland lakes within 

Wisconsin and all streams, ponds, sloughs, flowages and other waters within the territorial limits 

of this state, including the Wisconsin portion of boundary waters, which are navigable under the 

laws of this state.  Under s. 281.31(2)(d), Wis. Stats, notwithstanding any other provision of law 

or administrative rule promulgated thereunder, shoreland ordinances required under s. 59.692, 

Wis. Stats, and ch. NR 115, Wis. Adm. Code, do not apply to lands adjacent to farm drainage 

ditches if: 

(1) Farm drainage ditches where such lands are not adjacent to a natural navigable stream 

or river and such lands were not navigable streams before ditching; and 

(2) Artificially constructed drainage ditches, ponds or stormwater retention basins that 

are not hydrologically connected to a natural navigable water body.  

NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE - A dwelling or other building that existed lawfully 

before the current zoning ordinance was enacted or amended, but that does not conform to one or 

more of the development regulations in the current shoreland zoning ordinance. 

NONCONFORMING USE - An existing lawful use or accessory use of a structure, building or 

development which is not in conformity with the provisions of this ordinance. 

OPEN SPACE - Any parcel or area of land essentially unimproved and set aside, dedicated, 

designated or reserved for public or private use or enjoyment of owners or occupants of lands 

adjoining such open space. 

ORDINARY HIGH-WATER MARK (OHWM) - The point on the bank or shore up to which 

the presence and action of surface water is so continuous as to leave a distinctive mark such as 

by erosion, destruction or prevention of terrestrial vegetation, predominance of aquatic 

vegetation, or other easily recognized characteristics. 

OUTLOT - A parcel of land, other than a buildable lot or block, so designated on the plat, 

which is used to convey or reserve parcels of land. Outlots may be created to restrict a lot 

which is unbuildable due to high groundwater, steep slopes, or other physical constraints, or to 

create common open space. Outlots may also be parcels of land intended to be re-divided into 

lots or combined with lots or outlots in adjacent land divisions in the future for the purpose of 

creating buildable lots. An outlot may also be created if a lot fails to meet requirements for 

a private onsite wastewater treatment system, but which may be buildable if public sewer is 

extended to the lot or land division. 
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Section 236.13(6) of the Wisconsin Statutes prohibits using an outlot as a building site, unless it 

complies with all the requirements imposed for buildable lots. The County will generally require 

that any restrictions related to an outlot be included on the face of the plat. 

PREVIOUSLY DEVELOPED - A lot or parcel that was developed with a structure legally 

placed upon it. 

PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE – see STRUCTURE, PRINCIPAL 

PYRAMIDING - The act of obtaining or providing access to public bodies of water across 

private lots, or lands in a manner in which increases the number of families which have access to 

that water, to a degree greater than what would occur with individual riparian owners having 

individual lots fronting on the water. The effect of pyramiding is to funnel backlot development 

from offshore lands or residences via a narrow parcel of land to provide access to the water. 

Publicly owned access points shall not fall within this definition. 

RAIN GARDEN – An excavated area of natural vegetation to which surface water runoff is 

directed with the purpose of slowing and filtering runoff and allowing for runoff infiltration.  

Refer to "Rain Gardens: A How -To Manual for Homeowners" by University of Wisconsin. 

UWEX Publication GWQ037 

REGIONAL FLOOD - A flood determined to be representative of large floods known to have 

generally occurred in Wisconsin and which may be expected to occur on a particular stream 

because of like physical characteristics, once in every 100 years. 

REPLACEMENT CONSTRUCTION - In which the principal building or portion thereof is 

torn down and replaced by a new structure or building or portion thereof. (Also known as 

Reconstruction or Rebuild). 

RETAINING WALL - A vertical structure or near vertical structure, located above the 

Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM), constructed of rock, stone, wood, blocks or other similar 

material that is built to resist lateral pressure. 

ROUTINE MAINTENANCE OF VEGETATION - Normally accepted horticultural practices 

that do not result in the loss of any layer of existing vegetation and do not require earth 

disturbance. 

SHORELAND - Lands within the following distances from the ordinary high-water mark of 

navigable waters:  1,000 feet from a lake, pond or flowage; and 300 feet from a river or stream or 

to the landward side of the floodplain, whichever distance is greater. 

SHORELAND SETBACK - Also known as the “shoreland setback area” in s. 59.692(1)(bn) 

Wis. Stats. means an area in a shoreland that is within a certain distance of the ordinary high-

water mark in which the construction or placement of buildings or structures has been limited or 

prohibited under an ordinance enacted under s. 59.692 Wis. Stats. 

SHORELAND-WETLAND DISTRICT - The zoning district, created as a part of this 

shoreland zoning ordinance, comprised of shorelands that are designated as wetlands on the 

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/Assets/pdfs/GWQ037.pdf
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wetland maps which have been adopted and made a part of this ordinance. 

SLASH MATERIAL- Any tree tops, limbs, bark, abandoned forest products, windfalls or other 

debris left on the land after timber or other forest products have been cut. 

STRUCTURE - A principal structure or any accessory structure including a garage, shed, 

boathouse, sidewalk, walkway, patio, deck, retaining wall, porch or firepit.  Any human man-

made object with form, shape, and utility, either permanently or temporarily attached to, or 

placed upon the ground, river bed and stream, or lake bed.  

STRUCTURE, ACCESSORY - A subordinate structure on the same property as the principal 

structure which is devoted to a use incidental to the principal use of the property. Accessory 

structures include, but are not limited to, detached garages, sheds, barns, gazebos, patios, decks 

(both detached and attached), swimming pools, hot tubs, retaining walls, fences, playground 

apparatus, driveways, parking lots and parking facilities, sidewalks, stairways, lifts, recreational 

courts and private emergency shelters. 

(a)  In a Residential District within the shoreland area, no accessory building, structure or 

use shall be used for human habitation. 

(b)  In a Residential District within the shoreland area, no accessory building, structure or 

use shall contain living quarters. 

(c)  In a Residential District within the shoreland area, the combined total floor area of such   

accessory buildings shall not exceed the area of the building foot print of the principal on 

the lot. 

STRUCTURE, PRINCIPAL – The main structure not including accessory structures on a lot, 

intended for primary use as permitted by the regulations of the district in which it is located.  A 

lot on which more than one principal use is permitted may have more than one principal 

structure. 

 STRUCTURE, TEMPORARY – A structure which is built of such materials and in such a 

way that it would commonly be expected to have a relatively short useful life, or is built for a 

purpose that would commonly be expected to be relatively short-term. 

SUBSTANDARD LOT - A legally created lot or parcel that met minimum area and minimum 

average width requirements when created, but does not meet current lot size requirements for a 

new lot. 

UNNECESSARY HARDSHIP - A circumstance where special conditions, which were not 

self-created, affect a particular property and make strict conformity with restrictions governing 

area, setbacks, frontage, height or density unnecessarily burdensome or unreasonable in light of 

the purposes of this ordinance. 

VARIANCE - An authorization granted by the board of adjustment to construct, alter or use a 

building or structure in a manner that deviates from the dimensional standards of this ordinance. 
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VEGETATIVE BUFFER ZONE – An area of “natural” or “restored to natural” shoreland 

vegetation extending from the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) inland 35 ft.  The buffer 

zone is comprised of vegetation that is critical to protecting natural scenic beauty, fish & wildlife 

habitat, and water quality for the adjacent public waters.   

WETLANDS - Those areas where water is at, near or above the land surface long enough to be 

capable of supporting aquatic or hydrophytic vegetation and which have soils indicative of wet 

conditions. 
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22.0 SCENIC BEAUTY PROTECTION (RESERVED) 

 

 
 

23.0 REGULATION BELOW THE OHWM (RESERVED) 

23.1 PIERS WHARVES AND BERTHS STRUCTURES (RESERVED) 

23.2 BOATING REGULATIONS (RESERVED) 
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24.0 APPENDIXES:  APPENDIX A, SHORELAND MITGATION AGREEMENT 

FORMS 
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24.1 APPENDIX A, SHORELAND MITIGATION AGREEMENT, FORM 27, REPLANT 

 
Document Number/Plan I.D. No.       
 

Appendix A 

SHORELAND MITIGATION AGREEMENT 
This agreement is made between the government unit 

and property owner(s) 

Document Recording Area 

Name and Address: 

       

  

    
Parcel identifier number (PIN) 

                     
Agreement Date 

 

Governmental Unit 
 
 FLORENCE COUNTY 

Owner(s) 

    

I (We) acknowledge that application is being made for a Code Permit on the following  property: 

 
SECTION:                     TOWN:                                   RANGE:    
      

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  
 

Return to: 
Florence County Zoning Department 
 

 
As inducement to the County of Florence to issue a code permit for the above described property, we agree to do the following: 
 
 
1. The owner (s) hereby acknowledges and agrees to conform to the conditions of the aforementioned  Code Permit.  If 

these conditions are not met, Florence County does have the right to revoke said Permit.     
 
2. Said Permit shall remain and be preserved upon this property in perpetuity. 
 
3. The owner(s) agree to allow authorized representatives of Florence County to enter upon the owner’s property at the 

above description to inspect the property authorized by the permit and to determine if agreed upon conditions are being 
met. 

 
4. This agreement shall be binding under the owner(s), the heirs of the owner, and assignees of the owner.  The owner shall 

submit the agreement to the register of deeds, and the agreement shall be recorded by the register of deeds in a manner 
which will permit the existence of the agreement to be determined by reference to the property where the permit is issued. 

 
Upon inspection of the property, the Zoning Department staff has determined that mitigation is required. The owner(s) have agreed 
to the following conditions to authorize the project:   
 
 1). Replant the vegetative buffer zone with vegetation natural to the area, to a depth of 35 feet from the ordinary 
high water mark and allow the vegetation to remain in the entire frontage. The access and viewing corridor must be maintained with 
some form of vegetation that prevents bank or overland erosion and sedimentation of the waterway. 
 
 
    

Owner(s) Name(s) - Please Print Governmental Unit Official Name - Please Print Subscribed and sworn to before me on this date: 
 

Notarized Owner(s) Signature(s) Governmental Unit Official Title - Please Print 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Notary Public 

Governmental Unit Official Signature My Commission Expires 

 

 
Drafted by the Florence County Zoning Department, personal information you provide may be used for secondary purpose [Privacy Law, s15.04(1)(m)] 

 
Form 27 (Flor. Zone) 12-20-16 (SMA-Replant) 
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24.2 APPENDIX A, SHORELAND MITIGATION AGREEMENT, FORM 28, REMAIN 

Document Number/Plan I.D. No.       
 

Appendix A 

SHORELAND MITIGATION 
AGREEMENT 

This agreement is made between the 
government unit and property owner(s) 

Document Recording Area 

Name and Address: 

    

 

 
Parcel identifier number (PIN) 

                         
Agreement Date 

 

Governmental Unit 
 
 FLORENCE COUNTY 

Owner(s) 

 

I (We) acknowledge that application is being made for a Code Permit  on the following  
property:  

 
SECTION:                     TOWN:                                   RANGE:   

         

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  

 

Return to: 
Florence County Zoning Department 
 

 
As inducement to the County of Florence to issue a code permit for the above described property, we agree to do the 
following: 
 
 
1. The owner (s) hereby acknowledges and agrees to conform to the conditions of the aforementioned Code Permit.  

If these conditions are not met, Florence County does have the right to revoke said Permit.     
 
2. Said Permit shall remain and be preserved upon this property in perpetuity. 
 
3. The owner(s) agree to allow authorized representatives of Florence County to enter upon the owner’s property at 

the above description to inspect the property authorized by the permit and to determine if agreed upon conditions 
are being met. 

 
4. This agreement shall be binding under the owner(s), the heirs of the owner, and assignees of the owner.  The 

owner shall submit the agreement to the register of deeds, and the agreement shall be recorded by the register of 
deeds in a manner which will permit the existence of the agreement to be determined by reference to the property 
where the permit is issued. 

 
Upon inspection of the property, the Zoning Department staff has determined that mitigation is required. The owner(s) have 
agreed to the following conditions to authorize the project:   
 
 1). Allow the vegetative buffer zone, to a depth of 35 feet from the ordinary high water mark remain natural 
vegetation of the entire frontage. The access and viewing corridor must be maintained with some form of vegetation that 
prevents bank or overland erosion and sedimentation of the waterway.  
 
 
 
Owner(s) Name(s) - Please Print Governmental Unit Official Name - Please Print Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 

date: 
 

Notarized Owner(s) Signature(s) Governmental Unit Official Title - Please Print 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Notary Public 

Governmental Unit Official Signature My Commission Expires 
 

 
Drafted by the Florence County Zoning Department, personal information you provide may be used for secondary purpose [Privacy Law, s15.04(1)(m)] 

 

Form 28 (Flor. Zone) 12-20-16 (SMA-Remain) 
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24.3 APPENDIX A, SHORELAND MITIGATION AGREEMENT, FORM 29, RETURN  

Document Number/Plan I.D. No.       
 

Appendix A 

SHORELAND MITIGATION 
AGREEMENT 

This agreement is made between the 
government unit and property owner(s) 

Document Recording Area 

Name and Address: 

  

 

 
Parcel identifier number (PIN) 

           
Agreement Date 

 

Governmental Unit 
 
 FLORENCE COUNTY 

Owner(s) 

   

I (We) acknowledge that application is being made for a Permit on the following  
property:  

 
SECTION:                     TOWN:                                    RANGE:          

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  

 

Return to: 
Florence County Zoning Department 

 

 
As inducement to the County of Florence to issue a code permit for the above described property, we agree to do the 
following: 
 
 
1. The owner (s) hereby acknowledges and agrees to conform to the conditions of the aforementioned Code Permit.  

If these conditions are not met, Florence County does have the right to revoke said Permit.     
 
2. Said Permit shall remain and be preserved upon this property in perpetuity. 
 
3. The owner(s) agree to allow authorized representatives of Florence County to enter upon the owner’s property at 

the above description to inspect the property authorized by the permit and to determine if agreed upon conditions 
are being met. 

 
4. This agreement shall be binding under the owner(s), the heirs of the owner, and assignees of the owner.  The 

owner shall submit the agreement to the register of deeds, and the agreement shall be recorded by the register of 
deeds in a manner which will permit the existence of the agreement to be determined by reference to the property 
where the permit is issued. 

 
Upon inspection of the property, the Zoning Department staff has determined that mitigation is required. The owner(s) have 
agreed to the following conditions to authorize the project:   
 
 1). Allow the vegetative buffer zone, to a depth of 35 feet from the ordinary high water mark return to natural 
vegetation of the entire frontage. The access and viewing corridor must be maintained with some form of vegetation that 
prevents bank or overland erosion and sedimentation of the waterway.  
 
 
 

Owner(s) Name(s) - Please Print Governmental Unit Official Name - Please Print Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 
date: 

 

Notarized Owner(s) Signature(s) Governmental Unit Official Title - Please Print 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Notary Public 

Governmental Unit Official Signature My Commission Expires 
 

 
Drafted by the Florence County Zoning Department, personal information you provide may be used for secondary purpose [Privacy Law, s15.04(1)(m)] 

 
Form 29 (Flor. Zone) 12-20-16 (SMA-Return) 
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24.4 APPENDIX A, REASONABLE ACCOMODATION FOR HANDICAPPED OR 

DISABLED PERSON 
Document Number/Plan I.D. No.       
 

Appendix A 
ZONING COVENANT AFFIDAVIT 

AGREEMENT 
This agreement is made between the 

government unit and property owner(s) 

 

Name and Address: 
   

 

 

Parcel identifier number (PIN) 
                  

Agreement Date 
 

Governmental Unit 
 
 FLORENCE COUNTY 

Owner(s) 
   

I (We) acknowledge that application is being made for a Reasonable Use for a 
Handicapped or Disabled Person  on the following  property:  
SECTION:                TOWN:                         RANGE:    
        

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  
 

Return to: 
Florence County Zoning Department 
 

 
As inducement to the County of Florence to issue a code permit for the above described property, we agree to do 
the following: 
 
 
1. The owner (s) agrees that the improvement/structure authorized by the Planning and Zoning Committee 

under the Federal Fair Housing Act: 42 United States Code ss. 3601 to 3661 and Wisconsin Open Housing 
Law ss 106.04, Wis.  Statutes; is allowed for the period of time that a handicapped or disabled person who 
requires the improvement/structure occupies the property, and     

 
2. The improvement/structure shall be removed when the handicapped or disabled person no longer occupies 

the property, and  
 
3. This agreement shall be binding under the owner(s), the heirs of the owner, and assignees of the owner.  

The owner shall submit the agreement to the register of deeds, and the agreement shall be recorded by the 
register of deeds in a manner which will permit the existence of the agreement to be determined by 
reference to the property where the permit is issued. 

 
 
Description of reasonable accommodation agreed to:     
   
 

 

Owner(s) Name(s) - Please Print Governmental Unit Official Name - 
Please Print 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
on this date: 
 

Notarized Owner(s) Signature(s) Governmental Unit Official Title - 
Please Print 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
 

Notary Public 

Governmental Unit Official Signature My Commission Expires 
 

 
Drafted by the Florence County Zoning Department Personal information you provide may be used for secondary purpose [Privacy Law, s15.04(1)(m)] 

 
Form 31 (Flor. Zone) 12-19-17 (ADA-ZCAA) 
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