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ARTICLE I: STATUTORY AUTHORITY

1.1 STATUTORY AUTHORITY
This comprehensive revision of the Vilas County Zoning Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authorization
contained in Sections 59.69, and 59.694 of the Wisconsin Statutes.

ARTICLE II: GENERAL PROVISIONS
Introduction and Explanation:  Article II contains the rules of legal interpretation established by the State
Legislature and by the Courts. These provisions are placed in this Ordinance to assist readers in the
interpretations of the requirements of the Ordinance.

2.1 COMPLIANCE:
The use of all items listed below shall be in full compliance with the terms of this Zoning Ordinance,
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision Control Ordinance, Private Sewage System Ordinance and all
other applicable Vilas County Ordinances, including State and Federal Regulations.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article I, Section 2.1 effective 6-1-21)

A. Any land or water, size, shape and placement of lots and;

B. Use, size and locations of structures on lots and;

C. Installation and maintenance of water supply and;

D. Private on-site waste treatment systems and;
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article I, Section 2.1 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Filling, grading, lagooning, dredging of any land and;

F. Cutting of shoreland vegetation and;

G. Subdivision of lots;

2.2 INTERPRETATION:
In interpretation and application, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be held to be the minimum
requirements and shall be liberally construed in favor of the county and shall not be deemed a limitation or
repeal of any other powers granted by Wisconsin Statutes.

2.3 SEVERABILITY:
If any section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a
court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.

2.4 NON-IMPAIRMENT OF DEEDS:
It is not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate or impair any existing deed restrictions, easements,
covenants or Ordinances other than zoning, except where this Ordinance imposes greater restrictions, the
provisions of this Ordinance shall prevail.

2.5 BUILDINGS UNDER CONSTRUCTION:
Nothing herein contained shall require any change in the plans, construction, and size or designated use of
any building, structure, or part thereof for which a Zoning Permit under existing or previous requirements
has been issued and that are under construction at the time that this Ordinance is adopted.
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2.6 TOWN BOARD APPROVAL:
Pursuant to Section 59.69(5)(c) of the Wisconsin Statutes, this Ordinance shall not be effective in any town
until it has been approved by the Town Board.

2.7 DECLARATION: This Ordinance is declared to be for promoting the public health, safety and
general welfare.

2.8 REPEAL OF PREVIOUS ORDINANCE:
This Ordinance shall repeal and replace those portions of the previous Ordinance known as the Vilas County
Land Zoning and Water Protection Ordinance No. 72, which were adopted pursuant to the authorization
contained in sections 59.69 and 59.694 of the Wisconsin Statutes.

2.9 TITLE:
This Ordinance shall be known as, referred to, and cited as Vilas County Zoning Ordinance No. 85.

2.10 EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE:
The term effective date of this Ordinance shall be upon adoption and upon publication thereof.
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ARTICLE III: INTERPRETATIONS
Introduction and Explanation:  Article III contains descriptions of how to interpret district boundaries, area
requirements, highway setbacks, and height requirements.  The purpose of this article is to assist readers and
the administrators of this Ordinance in making consistent interpretations of the requirements.
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article III, Introduction and Explanation effective 5-11-05)

3.1 DETERMINATION OF DISTRICT BOUNDARIES:
The boundaries of the districts established by this Ordinance for general zoning purposes are shown on maps
entitled "Zoning Maps of Vilas County," which maps accompany and are made part of this Ordinance.  The
above maps are on file in the Vilas County Zoning Administrator's Office.  Maps on file in the office of the
County Zoning Administrator are the official version and shall control in any case where differences occur
between it and other copies.  All notations and references shown on the district map are as much a part of this
Ordinance as though specifically described therein.  The Zoning Administrator shall periodically update all
maps to reflect adopted changes.
A. When the district boundaries are either roads or streets, unless otherwise shown, and where the

designation on district map indicates districts are bounded by a road or street the centerline of such road
or street will be the district boundary line.

B. Except where otherwise indicated on a map, it is intended the district boundary line be measured at right
angles to the nearest highway right-of-way line.

C. For subdivided property, where not otherwise indicated and where lot lines approximately bound the
designations on the Zoning Map, said lot lines shall be construed to be the boundary of the district.
Where parallel or approximately parallel to street lines, such district boundary lines are assumed to be
parallel with rear lines of the lots abutting such streets.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article III, Section 3.1 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. For un-subdivided property, where not otherwise indicated, district boundaries are property lines or
section lines, or quarter-section lines, or quarter-quarter section lines.  In unplatted areas of 10 acres or
less, district boundary lines, where not otherwise indicated, are determined by use of a scale shown on
the Zoning Map.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article III, Section 3.1 D. effective 6-1-21)

3.2 INTERPRETATIONS OF YARD REQUIREMENTS:
Regulations contained through this Ordinance related to the size of yard and other open space are subject to
the following interpretations and exceptions:
A. No part of a yard or other open space provided about any building for purposes of complying with

provisions of this Ordinance are to be included as a part of a yard or other open space required for
another building.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article III, Section 3.2 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. When a lot is less in area than required for the district in which it is located, and was of record at the time
of passage of this Ordinance, such a lot may be buildable subject to the Private Sewage System
Ordinance, and requirements for the district in which it is located.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article III, Section 3.2 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. Every part of a required yard shall be open to the sky unobstructed, except for accessory buildings as
permitted by this Ordinance.

D. Lot Area.
1. Accessory structures cannot occupy more than 30 percent of the required lot area.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article III Section 3.2 D. effective 6-1-21)
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E. Impervious Surface Requirements
1. Impervious surface areas cannot exceed 50 percent of the base minimum required lot area without a

stormwater control plan.
a. Calculating Impervious Surfaces.Percentage of impervious surface shall be calculated by dividing the surface area of theexisting and proposed impervious surfaces on the portion of a lot or parcel by the totalsurface area of the lot or parcel, and multiplied by 100.Example: Lot Size is: 210 ft. of Frontage by 200 ft. Deep = 42,000 sq. ft. Lot Area.210ft. X 200ft. =42,000sq. ft. 4,696 is the Total sq. ft. of Impervious Surface Area2,000 sq. ft. Drive Way -Existing1,800 sq. ft. Cabin - Existing676 sq. ft. Garage – Proposed120 sq. ft. Deck -Existing100 sq. ft. Side Walk -Existing4,696 sq. ft. divided by 42,000 sq. ft. =     .1118 X100 = 11.18 % Impervious Surface Area
b. Impervious Calculations do not Include:i. Areas treated by an engineered stormwater detention system;(a.) Stormwater ponds, constructed wetlands, infiltration basins, rain gardens, bio-swales or other engineered systems.ii. Areas internally drained;(a.) An internally drained pervious area that retains the runoff on or off the parceland allows infiltration into the soil.
c. To Qualify for Impervious Exemptions:  Property owners shall submit a complete permitapplication that is reviewed and approved by Vilas County.  The application shall includethe following.i. Calculations showing how much runoff is coming from the impervious surface area.ii. Documentation that the runoff from the impervious surface is being treated by aproposed treatment system, treatment device or internally drained area.iii. An implementation schedule enforcing an obligation on the property owner toestablish and maintain a treatment system, treatment devices or an internallydrained area.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article III, Section 3.2 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. All setbacks from Federal, State and County highways shall be minimum setbacks measured from the
center of the highway as outlined in the Vilas County Setback Ordinance No. 18 or the Town roads
building setback ordinance.
1. Exceptions to this setback requirement;

b. Placement of public telephone and electric service equipment, such as:  poles, push poles, pole
stubs, anchors, overhead and down guys and attachments, framing materials, cable, wire,
conductor, overhead transformers, regulators, re-closures, capacitors, switch gear, lights and
light fixtures, signs, tags, warning markers, barricades, pad-mount transformers, pedestals,
junction boxes, pad-mount switch fuse units, terminal boxes, pad-mounted terminal repeaters,
meters and metering equipment.  This exemption does not apply to buildings housing switching
panels and other similar equipment.

History: (Amendment #85-216, Article III, Section 3.2(E), effective 6-27-07)

G. Wisconsin Statutes 86.04, Highway Encroachments, affirms the area within the established setback lines
along Federal, State or County highways shall not be used for the storage of chattel.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article III, Section 3.2 G. effective 6-1-21)
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3.3 INTERPRETATIONS OF BUILDINGS HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS:
History: (Amendment #85-165, Article III, Section 3.3 effective 6-19-01)
The regulations contained throughout this Ordinance relating to the height of buildings or structures shall be
subject to the following interpretations and exceptions:
A. For purposes of enforcement, building height for gable, cross-gabled, hip, cross-hipped, saltbox, and

lean-to roofs shall be the mean height.  Mean height being defined as: A the measurement from the
lowest point of finished grade to eave, PLUS B the measurement from the lowest point of finished
grade to the highest roof point. A + B = C will give you the mean height or height of the building.

2

B. For purposes of enforcement, building height for Mansard and Gambrel roofs shall be the mean height.
Mean height defined as: A the lowest point of finished grade to the ridgeline and B the lowest point of
finished grade to highest roof point. A + B = C will give you the mean height or height of the building.

2

C. For purposes of enforcement, building height for a Flat Roof, A Frame style house and Geodesic Dome
style house are measured from the lowest point of finished grade to the highest roof point.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article III, Section 3.3 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Churches, schools and other public and quasi-public buildings, chimneys, cooling towers, water towers,
farm silos, barns and other farm structures, solar collectors, windmills and necessary mechanical
appurtenances, may be erected to a height not exceeding 60 feet or 5 stories, provided the front, side and
rear yards required in the district in which such a building or structure is to be located are each increased
at least one foot for each additional foot of height above the height limit otherwise established for the
district in which such building or structure is to be located.

E. Facilities exceeding building height requirements, which are subject to Section 3.3 (D.) require a Zoning
Permit to be issued by the County Zoning Administrator.  Before issuing the permit, the Zoning
Administrator shall investigate and determine whether any such facility, which is to exceed 35 feet in
height above ground level will create fire protection or other problems related to public safety. Upon a
written determination that such problems may result, the Zoning Administrator shall reject the permit
application or attach such conditions as deemed reasonable and necessary.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Article Section 3.3 (D)(removed) effective 5-11-05)
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ARTICLE IV: ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS
Introduction and Explanation:  Article IV contains the requirements for each of the zoning districts in Vilas
County.  The requirements include listing permitted and conditionally permitted uses.  Table 1 at the end of
this Ordinance summarizes the use requirements for each district. An Official Zoning Map, is on file at the
Zoning Administrator's office and on-line at the Vilas County Government Website, with descriptions of
district boundaries.  Any change in the Zoning Map requires approval of the Vilas County Board following
the procedures specified in Article IX of this Ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Introduction and Explanation effective 6-1-21)

4.1 SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R-1):
A. Purpose:  The purpose of the Single-Family Residential District is to create areas for exclusive low-

density residential use this district prohibits the intrusion of uses incompatible with the quiet and comfort
of such areas.

B. Permitted Uses:
1. Essential services.
2. Forest management & silviculture.
3. Hobby farm.
4. Home occupation.
5. Parks, playgrounds, golf courses.
6. Rental of a tourist rooming house for (7)

seven or more consecutive days, consisting
of a minimum of seven (7) 24-hour periods.

7. Single family residence.
8. Single family mobile/manufactured home.
9. Community Based Residential Facilities

(CBRF) as defined in Article V, Section 5.5
and Article XI of this Ordinance.

History: (Amendment #85-267 Article IV, Section 4.1 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. Conditional Uses:
1. Bed and breakfast establishments as defined

in Article XI of this Ordinance.
2. Private clubhouses, (exceeding 1,000 square

feet).

3. Public and semi-public uses.
4. Utility facilities.

D. Building Height Limits:
1. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
2. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages as specified in Article V, Section

5.9 B.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.1 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Minimum Lot Areas:
1. Sewered back lots:

a. 10,000 square feet.
b. 4,500 square feet contiguous buildable lot area.

2. Sewered lake lots:
a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area and 65 feet of frontage width with;
b. 4,500 square feet contiguous buildable lot area, as measured and required in Article IV, Section

4.3    Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.
3. Unsewered back lots:

a. 65,340 square feet.
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area.

4. Unsewered lake lots:
a. 20,000 square feet minimum lot area and 100 feet of frontage width with;
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area, as measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.1 E. effective 6-1-21)
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F. Minimum Lot Width:
1. Sewered back lots:     100 feet.
2. Sewered lake lots: 65 feet, as measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.
3. Unsewered back lots: 100 feet.
4. Unsewered lake lots:  100 feet, as measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.1 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM) Setback Requirement:
1. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings in accordance with Article III, Section 3.2, F. of

this Ordinance.
2. The minimum setback for a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas

County Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.1 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-230, Article IV, Section 4.1 (I), (1), effective 11-25-09)
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article IV, Section 4.1 (D), (1)(2), (E)(4), (F)(4) effective 5-11-05)

4.2 RESIDENTIAL/ LODGING DISTRICT (RL):
A. Purpose: The Residential/Lodging District is to provide for areas with primarily low-density residential

use, but with some mixing of low-density Transient Lodging. (Transient Lodging is defined as:  A
commercial lodging establishment, which allows rental of sleeping quarters or dwelling units for periods
of less than one month.) Transient Lodging use is a permitted use.  Examples of these uses include
residential dwellings, bed & breakfasts and resort establishments with no contiguous multiple-family
dwelling units. Land use and density would also be subject to existing provisions within the Vilas
County Shoreland and General Zoning Ordinance.

B. Permitted Uses:
1. All uses permitted in the R-1 District.
2. Bed and breakfast establishments.
3. Rental of a single-family residence.

4. Resort establishments with no contiguous
multi-family dwelling units.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.2 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. Conditional Uses:
1. Group lodging.
2. Private clubhouses (over 1,000 sq. Ft.).

3. Public and semi-public uses.
4. Utility facilities

D. Building Height Limits:
1. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
2. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages as specified in Article V, Section

5.9 B.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.2 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Minimum Lot Areas:
1. Sewered back lots:

a. 10,000 square feet.
b. 4,500 square feet contiguous buildable lot area.
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2. Sewered lake lots:
a. 10,000 square feet and 65 feet of frontage width with;
b. 4,500 square feet contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article IV, Section

4.3    Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.
3. Unsewered back lots:

a. 65,340 square feet minimum lot area.
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area.

4. Unsewered lake lots:
a. 20,000 square feet minimum lot area and 100 feet of frontage width with;
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3    Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.2 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Minimum Lot Width:
1. Sewered back lots:     100 feet.
2. Sewered lake lots: 65 feet, as measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.
3. Unsewered back lots: 100 feet.
4. Unsewered lake lots:  100 feet, as measured and required in Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland

Zoning Ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.2 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM)Setback Requirement:
1. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings shall be in accordance with Article III, Section

3.2, F. of this Ordinance.
2. The minimum setback for a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas

County Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.2 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-234, New Article IV, Section 4.2 Added effective 11-24-10)

4.3 MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R-2):
History: (Amendment #85-234, Article IV, Section 4.2 changed to Article IV, Section 4.3 effective 11-24-10)
A. Purpose:  The Multiple-Family Residence District is created to provide areas for apartments, townhouses

and condominiums, with the necessary supporting uses, but free from incompatible land uses.

B. Permitted Uses:
1. All uses permitted in RL District.
2. Group lodging.
3. Mobile home parks.
4. Multi-family residence.

5. Multi-family residence on 2nd stories.
6. Private clubhouses, (exceeding 1,000 sq. Ft.).
7. Resorts.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.3 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. Conditional Uses:
1. Public and semi-public uses. 2. Utility facilities.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.3 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Building Height Limits:
1. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
2. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages specified in Article V, Section 5.9

B.
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E. Minimum Lot Areas:
1. Sewered Back lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area.
b. 4,500 square feet contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
2. Sewered Lake lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area and 65 feet of frontage width with;
b. 4,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3    Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
3. Unsewered Back lots:

a. 65,340 square feet.
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Plus, 20 percent, of the base minimums for each additional contiguous unit.

4. Unsewered Lake lots:
a. 20,000 square feet minimum lot area and 100 feet of frontage width with;
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.3 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Minimum Lot Width:
1. Sewered back lots: 100 feet.
2. Sewered lake lots: 65 feet, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each

additional contiguous unit. As measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.

3. Unsewered back lots: 100 feet.
4. Unsewered lake lots:  100 feet, as measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each additional
contiguous unit.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.3 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM)Setback Requirement:
1. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings in accordance with Article III, Section 3.2, F. of

this Ordinance.
2. The minimum setback a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas County

Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.3 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building: 15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings: 5 feet.

I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building: 15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-230, Article IV, Section 4.2 (I)(1), effective 11-25-09)
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article IV, Section 4.2 (D)(1)(2), (E)(4), (F)(4) effective 5-11-05)
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4.4 GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT (GB):
History: (Amendment #85-234, Article IV, Section 4.3 changed to Article IV, Section 4.4 effective 11-24-10)
A. Purpose: The General Business District is established to create areas for a wide variety of commercial

purposes on relatively large lots.  Examples of types of uses for which the GB District is created include,
but are not limited to, automotive sales, service and repair, building supply sales, recreation equipment
sales and service, and retail sales and service.  Non-commercial property owners in this district should be
prepared to accept inconveniences associated with mixing potentially non-compatible land uses.

B. Permitted Uses:
1. All uses permitted in R-2 District,

except Community Based Residential
Facilities (CBRF).

2. Agri-business.
3. Auto & RV sales, service & repair, except

body shops.
4. Auto service stations.
5. Banks, credit unions and financial institutions.
6. Building & trade contractors, general and

Gen. & special.
7. Eating & drinking establishments.
8. Forest products industries.

9. Health care facilities.
10. Hotels and motels.
11. Indoor recreation establishments.
12. Professional offices.
13. Public and semi-public uses.
14. Retail sales and service services.
15. Road side stands.
16. Sales, service and repair, misc.
17. Storage Rental unit.
18. Single family residence attached to

commercial uses.
19. Snowmobile sales and service.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.4 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. Conditional Uses:
1. Airports and landing fields.
2. Body shops.
3. Campgrounds and camping resorts.
4. Gun clubs and shooting ranges.
5. Kennels - commercial.
6. Marinas - commercial.

7. Objectionable emission of:  odor, dust, fumes,
smoke and noise.  E.g., recycling business.

8. Outdoor amusement facilities.
9. Riding stables.
10. Utility facilities.
11. Warehousing and wholesaling.

D. Building Height Limits:
1. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
2. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages as specified in Article V, Section

5.9 B.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.4 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Minimum Lot Areas:
1. Sewered Back lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area.
b. 4,500 square feet contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
2. Sewered Lake lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area and 65 feet of frontage width with;
b. 4,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3    Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
3. Unsewered Back lots:

a. 65,340 square feet.
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Plus, 20 percent, of the base minimums for each additional contiguous unit.
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4. Unsewered Lake lots:
a. 20,000 square feet minimum lot area and 100 feet of frontage width with;
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.4 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Minimum Lot Width:
1. Sewered back lots: 100 feet.
2. Sewered lake lots: 65 feet, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each

additional contiguous unit. As measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.

3. Unsewered back lots: 100 feet.
4. Unsewered lake lots: 100 feet, as measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each additional
contiguous unit.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.4 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM) Setback Requirement:
1. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings shall be in accordance with Article III, Section

3.2, F. of this Ordinance.
2. The minimum setback for a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas

County Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.4 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building: 15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-230, Article IV, Section 4.4 (I)(1), effective 11-25-09)
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article IV, Section 4.4 (D)(1)(2), (E)(4), (F)(4) effective 5-11-05)

4.5 COMMUNITY BUSINESS DISTRICT (CB):
History: (Amendment #85-234, Article IV, Section 4.4 changed to Article IV, Section 4.5 effective 11-24-10)
A. Purpose:  The Community Business District is established to create, preserve and protect unincorporated

villages, which have historically been places where retail stores and services have located.  Lot area and
dimensions requirements in the CB District are lower than in other districts in order to promote compact
business district environments.

B. Permitted Uses:
1. Auto service stations.
2. Banks, credit unions and financial institutions.
3. Bed and breakfast establishments.
4. Building & trade contractors, general &

special.
5. Eating and drinking establishments.
6. Essential services.
7. Health care facilities.
8. Home occupation.

9. Hotels and motels.
10. Indoor recreation facilities.
11. Professional offices.
12. Public and semi-public uses.
13. Retail sales and service.
14. Sales, service and repair, miscellaneous.
15. Storage Rental unit.
16. Single-family residence attached to a

commercial use.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.5 B. effective 6-1-21)



VILAS COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE

Amended May 25, 2021
13

C. Conditional Uses:
1. Automotive and RV sales, service and repairs.
2. Body shops.
3. Marinas-commercial.
4. Parks, playgrounds and golf courses.
5. Private clubhouses.
6. Single-family mobile/manufactured home.

7. Multiple family dwelling units on second
stories.

8. New Single-family residence.
9. Snowmobile sales and service.
10. Utility facilities.
11. Warehousing and wholesaling.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.5 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Building Height Limits:
1. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
2. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages as specified in Article V, Section

5.9 B.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.5 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Minimum Lot Areas:
1. Sewered back lots:

a. 6,000 square feet minimum lot area.
b. 4,500 square feet contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
2. Sewered lake lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area and 65 feet of frontage width with;
b. 4,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3    Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
3. Unsewered back lots:

a. 20,000 square feet minimum lot area.
b. 10,00 square feet contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
4. Unsewered lake lots:

a. 20,000 square feet minimum lot area and 100 feet of frontage width with;
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
5. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus an

additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.5 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Minimum Lot Widths:
1. Sewered back lots:

a. 65 feet.
2. Sewered lake lots:

a. 65 feet, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each additional contiguous unit.
As measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.

3. Unsewered back lots:
a. 100 feet.

4. Unsewered lake lots:
a. 100 feet, as measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning

Ordinance, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each additional contiguous
unit.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.5 F. effective 6-1-21)
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G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM) Setback Requirement:
1. No minimum public right-of-way setbacks are required.
2. The minimum setback for a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas County

Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.5 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
No side yard setback requirements, except for Chapter 15 Vilas County Private Sewage System
requirements.

I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements: No rear yard setback requirements, except for Chapter 15 Vilas
County Private Sewage System requirements.

History: (Amendment #85-230, Article IV, Section 4.4 (I), effective 11-25-09)
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article IV, Section 4.4 (D)(1)(2), (F), (H)(1)(2)(3)(4) effective 5-11-05)

4.6 RESIDENTIAL/ RECREATION DISTRICT (R/R):
A. Purpose: The Residential/ Recreation District is created to provide for areas of mixed uses including

single and multi-family residences, and shoreland-related recreational uses.  This district is designed to
be more restrictive than the existing Recreation Zoning District in its types of uses and less restrictive
than the Residential/ Lodging District.

B. Permitted Uses:
1. All uses permitted in the R/L District, except

Community Based Residential Facilities
(CBRF).

2. Campgrounds & camping resorts.
3. Eating & drinking establishments.
4. Hotels & motels.

5. Multi-family residence/Mobile home park.
6. Multi-family residence on 2nd stories.
7. Public and semi-public uses.
8. Retail sales and service.
9. Roadside stand.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.6 B. effective 6-1 -21)

C. Conditional Uses:
1. Community Based Residential Facilities

(CBRF) as defined in Article V, Section 5.5
and Article XI of this Ordinance.

2. Group lodging.
3. Indoor recreation.
4. Marinas - commercial.

5. Outdoor amusement facilities.
6. Private clubhouses (over 1,000 sq. Ft.).
7. Professional offices.
8. Storage rental unit.
9. Utility facilities.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.6 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Building Height Limits:
1. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
2. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages as specified in Article V, Section

5.9 B.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.6 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Minimum Lot Areas:
1. Sewered Back lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area.
b. 4,500 square feet contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
2. Sewered Lake lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area and 65 feet of frontage width with;
b. 4,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
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c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus
an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.

3. Unsewered Back lots:
a. 65,340 square feet.
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Plus, 20 percent, of the base minimums for each additional contiguous unit.

4. Unsewered Lake lots:
a. 20,000 square feet minimum lot area and 100 feet of frontage width with;
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.6 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Minimum Lot Width:
1. Sewered back lots: 100 feet.
2. Sewered lake lots: 65 feet, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each

additional contiguous unit. As measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.

3. Unsewered back lots: 100 feet.
4. Unsewered lake lots: 100 feet, as measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each additional
contiguous unit.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.6 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM)Setback Requirement:
1. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings shall be in accordance with Article III, Section

3.2, F. of this Ordinance.
2. The minimum setback for a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas

County Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.6 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-234, New Article IV, Section 4.6 Added effective 11-24-10)

4.7 RECREATION DISTRICT (REC):
History: (Amendment #85-234, Article IV, Section 4.5 changed to Article IV, Section 4.7 effective 11-24-10)
A. Purpose:  The Recreation District is created to provide areas primarily for businesses oriented toward

outdoor recreation.  Examples of types of uses for which the REC District is created include, but are not
limited to, commercial marinas, snowmobile facilities and motels.  Property owners in this district should
be prepared to accept inconveniences associated with mixing potentially non-compatible land uses.

B. Permitted Uses:  All uses permitted in GB District.
1. Campground and camping resort.
2. Kennels-commercial.
3. Marina-commercial.

4. Outdoor amusement facility.
5. Riding stable.

C. Conditional Uses:  Airports and landing strip.
1. Body Shop. 2. Community Based Residential Facilities

(CBRF) as defined in Article V, Section 5.5
and Article XI of this Ordinance.
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3. Gun club and shooting range.
4. Objectionable emission of odor, dust, fumes,

smoke, noise.  E.g., recycling business.

5. Utility facility.
6. Warehousing and wholesaling.

History: (Amendment #85-171, Article IV, Section 4.5 effective 9-17-02)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.7 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Building Height Limits:
1. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
2. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages as specified in Article V, Section

5.9 B.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Section 4.7 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Minimum Lot Areas:
1. Sewered Back lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area. 4,500 square feet contiguous buildable lot area.
b. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
2. Sewered Lake lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area and 65 feet of frontage width with;
b. 4,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
3. Unsewered Back lots:

a. 65,340 square feet.
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Plus, 20 percent, of the base minimums for each additional contiguous unit.

4. Unsewered Lake lots:
a. 20,000 square feet minimum lot area and 100 feet of frontage width with;
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.7 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Minimum Lot Width:
1. Sewered back lots: 100 feet.
2. Sewered lake lots: 65 feet, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each

additional contiguous unit. As measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.

3. Unsewered back lots: 100 feet.
4. Unsewered lake lots: 100 feet, as measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums each additional
contiguous unit.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.7 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM)Setback Requirement:
1. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings shall be in accordance with Article III, Section

3.2, F. of this Ordinance.
2. The minimum setback for a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas

County Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.7 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings 5 feet.
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I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building: 15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-230, Article IV, Section 4.5 (I)(1), effective 11-25-09)
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article IV, Section 4.5 (D)(1)(2), (E)(4), (F)(4) effective 5-11-05)

4.8 WOODED RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (WR):
A. Purpose: The Wooded Residential District is intended primarily for single and multifamily residential

uses on standard size lots (1.5 acres or greater). With some additional uses allowed for Storage rental
unit, building and trade contractors, and limited others that could be compatible as conditional uses.  The
conditions that could apply to any commercial uses could directly relate to the intensity of the proposed
use, as the intent of this zoning district is primarily for residential uses.  However, the occurrence of this
type of preferred use being located along roads suggests that some mixing of residential and less-
intensive commercial uses should occur due to road access and the existing mixed development pattern.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.8 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Permitted Uses:
1. All uses permitted in the R-1 District.
2. Bed & breakfast.
3. Forest product industries.
4. Multi-family residential.

5. Multi-family residential units on 2nd stories.
6. Professional offices.
7. Roadside stands.

C. Conditional Uses:
1. Building and trade contractors (general and

special contractors).
2. Eating & drinking establishments.
3. Group lodging.
4. Indoor recreation.

5. Private clubhouses (over 1,000 sq. ft.).
6. Public and semi-public uses.
7. Resorts.
8. Storage rental unit.
9. Utility facilities.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.8 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Building Height Limits:
1. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
2. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages as specified in Article V, Section

5.9 B.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.8 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Minimum Lot Areas:
1. Sewered Back lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area.
b. 4,500 square feet contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
2. Sewered Lake lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area and 65 feet of frontage width with;
b. 4,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
3. Unsewered Back lots:

a. 65,340 square feet.
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Plus, 20 percent, of the base minimums for each additional contiguous unit.

4. Unsewered Lake lots:
a. 20,000 square feet minimum lot area and 100 feet of frontage width with;
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
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c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus
an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.8 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Minimum Lot Width:
1. Sewered back lots: 100 feet.
2. Sewered lake lots: 65 feet, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each

additional contiguous unit. As measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.

3. Unsewered back lots: 100 feet.
4. Unsewered lake lots: 100 feet, as measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each additional
contiguous unit.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.8 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM) Setback Requirement:
1. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings shall be in accordance with Article III, Section

3.2, F. of this Ordinance.
2. The minimum setback for a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas

County Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.8 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-234, New Article IV, Section 4.8 Added effective 11-24-10)

4.9 RURAL RESIDENTIAL/ LIGHT MIXED-USE DISTRICT (RRL):
A. Purpose: The Rural Residential/ Light Mixed-Use District is created to provide areas for low density

single and multi-family residential uses on a larger lot (five acres Minimum), but with some mixed uses
as conditional uses to reduce incompatibility. Examples of mixed uses expected to occur in this district
are eating and drinking establishments, retail sales, building and trade contractors, heavy equipment
storage and sales, service and repair.  The intensity of some uses would be greater than the Wooded
Residential District.

B. Permitted Uses:
1. All uses permitted in the R-1 District, except

CBRF.
2. Agriculture.
3. Bed & breakfast.
4. Building and trade contractors (general and

special contractors).
5. Eating & drinking establishments.
6. Forest product industries.

7. Multi-family residence.
8. Multi-family residence units on 2nd stories.
9. Professional offices.
10. Resorts.
11. Roadside stands.
12. Single-family residence attached to

commercial uses.

C. Conditional Uses:
1. Community Based Residential Facilities

(CBRF) as defined in Article V, Section 5.5
and Article XI of this Ordinance.

2. Group lodging.
3. Heavy equipment-storage yards.
4. Indoor recreation.
5. Kennels-commercial.

6. Objection emission of odor, dust fumes smoke
and noise.

7. Outdoor amusement facilities.
8. Private clubhouses (over 1,000 sq. Ft.).
9. Public and semi-public uses.
10. Retail sales and service.
11. Riding stables.
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12. Sales, service and repair, (misc.).
13. Storage rental unit.

14. Utility facilities.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.9 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Building Height Limits:
1. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
2. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages as specified in Article V, Section

5.9 B.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.9 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Minimum Lot Areas:
1. Sewered Back lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area.
b. 4,500 square feet contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
2. Sewered Lake lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area and 65 feet of frontage width with;
b. 4,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
3. Unsewered Back lots:

a. 5-acre minimum.
b. 2-acre minimum contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Plus, 20 percent, of the base minimums for each additional contiguous unit.

4. Unsewered Lake lots:
a. 20,000 square feet minimum lot area and 100 feet of frontage width with;
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.9 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Minimum Lot Width:
1. Sewered back lots: 100 feet.
2. Sewered lake lots: 65 feet, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each

additional contiguous unit. As measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.

3. Unsewered back lots: 100 feet.
4. Unsewered lake lots: 100 feet, as measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each additional
contiguous unit.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.9 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM)Setback Requirement:
1. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings shall be in accordance with Article III, Section

3.2, F. of this Ordinance.
2. The minimum setback for a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas

County Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.9 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  30 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  10 feet.
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I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  30 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  10 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-234, New Article IV, Section 4.9 Added effective 11-24-10)

4.10 INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT (I):
History: (Amendment #85-234, Article IV, Section 4.6 changed to Article IV, Section 4.10 effective 11-24-10)
A. Purpose:  The Industrial District is created to provide areas for industrial and commercial activities,

which are not compatible with residential uses.  While the district does permit general commercial uses,
such uses enter the district aware incompatibilities may affect their property.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.10 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Permitted Uses:
1. Agri-business.
2. Auto & RV sales, service & repairs.
3. Auto service stations.
4. Body shops.
5. Building & trade contractors (general &

special).
6. Essential services.
7. Forest product industries.
8. Heavy equipment storage yards.
9. Manufacture, processing, fabrication, packing,

packaging & assembly of products from furs,

glass, leather, paper, plastics, textiles, metal,
water & wood etc.

10. Motor freight transportation terminals.
11. Professional offices.
12. Retail sales & services.
13. Sales, service and repair, miscellaneous.
14. Storage rental unit.
15. Snowmobile sales & service.
16. Utility facilities.
17. Warehousing and wholesaling.
18. Bottled water source site.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.10 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. Conditional Uses:
1. Adult Use.
2. Airports and landing fields.
3. Non-metallic mining.

4. Objectionable emission of:  odor, dust, fumes,
smoke and noise. E.g., recycling business.

5. Salvage and junkyards.
6. Septage disposal sites.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.10 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Building Height Limits:
Principal and accessory buildings may be erected to a height not exceeding 60 feet mean height,
provided each building exceeding 35 feet mean height is located at least 60 feet from the nearest property
line.  Garages: as specified in Article V, Section 5.9 B.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.10 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Minimum Lot Areas:
1. Sewered Back lots:

a. 3-acre minimum lot area.
b. 1½ -acre minimum contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 20 percent of the base minimums.
2. Sewered Lake lots:

a. 3-acre minimum lot area.
b. 1½ -acre minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas

County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 20 percent of the base minimums.
3. Unsewered Back lots:

a. 3-acre minimum lot area.
b. 1½ -acre minimum contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 20 percent of the base minimums.
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4. Unsewered Lake lots:
a. 3-acre minimum.
b. 1½ -acre minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas

County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 20 percent of the base minimums.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.10 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Minimum Lot Width:
1. Sewered back lots: 300 feet.
2. Sewered lake lots:       300 feet, plus an additional 20 percent of the base minimums for each

additional contiguous unit. As required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning
Ordinance.

3. Unsewered back lots:  300feet.
4. Unsewered lake lots: 300 feet, plus an additional 20 percent of the base minimums for each

additional contiguous unit.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.10 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM) Setback Requirement:
1. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings shall be in accordance with Article III, Section

3.2, F. of this Ordinance.
2. The minimum setback for a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas

County Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.10 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building: 50 feet. 2. Accessory buildings: 30 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.10 H. effective 6-1-21)

I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building: 50 feet. 2. Accessory buildings: 30 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-230, Article IV, Section 4.6 (I)(1), effective 11-25-09)
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article IV, Section 4.6 (D), (E)(4) effective 5-11-05)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.10 I. effective 6-1-21)

4.11 FORESTRY DISTRICT (F):
History: (Amendment #85-234, Article IV, Section 4.7 changed to Article IV, Section 4.11 effective 11-24-10)
A. Purpose:  The Forestry District is created to set aside areas for forestry and other land uses.  The purpose

of the Forestry District is to reduce the public service demands, particularly school transportation and
snow removal, in remote areas and to promote the preservation of forestlands for sustained yielded
forestry, wildlife habitats, aesthetics and recreation.

B. Permitted Uses:
1. All uses permitted in the RL district.
2. Agri-businesses.
3. Agriculture.
4. Auto: RV sales service and repairs.
5. Auto service stations.
6. Banks, credit unions and financial institutions.
7. Bed and breakfast.
8. Campground and camping resort.
9. Eating & drinking establishments.
10. Forest products industries.
11. Marina – commercial.

12. Private clubhouses (over 1,000 sq. Ft.).
13. Primitive Hunting Cabin
14. Resorts.
15. Retail sales and service.
16. Riding stables.
17. Roadside stands.
18. Storage rental unit.
19. Single family attached to a commercial use.
20. Snowmobile sales & service.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.11 D. effective 6-1-21)
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C. Conditional Uses:
1. Adult Use.
2. Airports and landing fields.
3. Gun clubs and shooting ranges.
4. Kennels – commercial.
5. Non-metallic mining.

6. Objectionable emission of:  odor, dust, fumes,
smoke and noise.  E.g., recycling business.

7. Public and semi-public uses.
8. Septage disposal sites.
9. Utility facilities.
10. Warehousing and wholesaling.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.11 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Building Height Limits:
1. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
2. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages as specified in Article V, Section

5.9 B, except farm buildings related to the production of agricultural products.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.11D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Minimum Lot Areas for Sewered and Unsewered Lots, Lake Lots and Back Lots:
1. 5 acres minimum lot area.
2. 2½ acres minimum contiguous buildable lot area.
3. Lots 5 acres or greater need 50 percent of the minimum lot area located outside of a wetland.  As

required in Section 3.4 Vilas County Subdivision Control Ordinance and;
4. Additional contiguous units shall include 20 percent of the base minimums.

a. Exception is water frontage width, see 4.11, F.2. below.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.11 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Minimum Lot Width:
1. 300 feet of width and/or frontage width.
2. Lake lots require an additional 100 feet of frontage per each additional contiguous unit.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.11 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM) Setback Requirement:
1. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings shall be in accordance with Article III, Section

3.2, F. of this Ordinance.
2. The minimum setback for a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas

County Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.11 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  20 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  10 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.11 H. effective 6-1-21)

I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building: 20 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  10 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-230, Article IV, Section 4.7(I)(1), effective 11-25-09)
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article IV, Section 4.7(D)(1)(2) effective 5-11-05)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.11 I. effective 6-1-21)

4.12 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT (A-EXCLUSIVE):
History: (Amendment #85-234, Article IV, Section 4.8 changed to Article IV, Section 4.12 effective 11-24-10)
A. Purpose:  The purposes of the Agriculture District are to preserve land and water resources for food and

fiber production, and preserve productive farms by preventing land use conflicts between incompatible
uses. The District is generally intended to apply to lands in productive farm operations including lands
historically exhibiting good crop yields or capable of such yields; lands which have been demonstrated to
be productive for dairying, livestock raising, and grazing; land suitable for specialty crops such as
cranberry production, sod farms, Christmas trees and other types of food and fiber products.  Wood lots
and forested land, which are part of a commercial farm, operation may be included in the district.
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B. Permitted Uses:
1. Agri-business.
2. Agriculture.
3. Bed and breakfast establishment.
4. Essential services.
5. Forest management & silviculture.
6. Forest product industries.
7. Hobby farm.
8. Home occupation.

9. Parks, playgrounds, & golf courses.
10. Riding stable.
11. Roadside stand.
12. Single-family residence.
13. Single-family mobile/manufactured home.
14. Structures and improvements consistent with

and contributing to agricultural use.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.12 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. Conditional Uses:
1. (CAFO) Concentrated animal feeding

operations may be required greater setbacks.
2. Multi-family residence.
3. Multi-family residence on 2nd stories.
4. Non-metallic mining.
5. Objectionable emission of:  odor, dust, fumes,

smoke and noise. E.g., recycling business.
6. Public and semi-public uses.

7. Community Based Residential Facilities
(CBRF) as defined in Article V, Section 5.5
and Article XI of this Ordinance.

8. Single-family residence attached to a
commercial use.

9. Utility facilities.
10. Warehousing and wholesaling.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.12 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Building Height Limits:
1. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
2. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages as specified in Article V, Section

5.9 B, except farm buildings related to the production of agricultural products.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.12 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Minimum Lot Areas:
1. 35 acres.

a. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus
an additional 43,560 square feet of buildable lot area.

2. Lake lots require an additional 300 feet of frontage per each additional contiguous unit.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.12 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Minimum Lot Width:
1. 300 feet of width and/or frontage width.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.12 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM) Setback Requirement:
1. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings shall be in accordance with Article III, Section

3.2, F. of this Ordinance.
2. The minimum setback for a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas

County Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.12 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  20 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  20 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.12 H. effective 6-1-21)

I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  20 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:   20 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-230, Article IV, Section 4.8 (I)(1), effective 11-25-09)
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article IV, Section 4.8 (D)(1)(2) effective 5-11-05)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.12 I. effective 6-1-21)
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4.13 ALL-PURPOSE DISTRICT (AP):
History: (Amendment #85-234, Article IV, Section 4.9 changed to Article IV, Section 4.13 effective 11-24-10)
A. Purpose:  The All-Purpose District is created to provide areas for a variety of mixed uses.  Land in this

District may be used for mixed purpose; however, such uses are subject to the provisions of the
Ordinance, and all other Local, State and Federal regulations.

B. Permitted Uses:
All uses permitted except for those uses requiring a conditional use permit.

C. Conditional Uses
1. Adult Use
2. Airports and landing fields.
3. Community Based Residential Facilities

(CBRF) as defined in Article V, Section 5.5
and Article XI of this Ordinance.

4. (CAFO)Concentrated animal feeding
operations may be required greater setbacks.

5. Gun club and shooting range.
6. Industrial Use. (Shall follow Industrial Use

District requirements and any additional
conditions.)

7. Non-metallic mining.
8. Objectionable emission of:  odor, dust, fumes,

smoke and noise.  E.g., recycling business.
9. Outdoor amusement facility.
10. Salvage and junkyard.
11. Septage disposal site.
12. Utility facility.
13. Warehousing and wholesaling.

History: (Amendment #85-171, Article IV, Section 4.9 effective 9-17-02)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.13 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Building Height Limits:
1. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
2. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages as specified in Article V, Section

5.9 B, except farm buildings related to the production of agricultural products.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.13 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Minimum Lot Areas:
1. Sewered Back lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area.
b. 4,500 square feet contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
2. Sewered Lake lots:

a. 10,000 square feet minimum lot area and 65 feet of frontage width with;
b. 4,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area.  As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
3. Unsewered Back lots:

a. 65,340 square feet.
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area.
c. Plus, 20 percent, of the base minimums for each additional contiguous unit.

4. Unsewered Lake lots:
a. 20,000 square feet minimum lot area and 100 feet of frontage width with;
b. 16,500 square feet minimum contiguous buildable lot area. As measured and required in Article

IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and;
c. Additional contiguous units shall include the base minimum requirements for each structure plus

an additional 50 percent of the base minimums.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.13 E. effective 6-1-21)
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F. Minimum Lot Width:
1. Sewered back lots: 100 feet.
2. Sewered lake lots: 65 feet, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each

additional contiguous unit. As measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.

3. Unsewered back lots: 100 feet.
4. Unsewered lake lots:  100 feet, as measured and required in Article IV, Section 4.3 Vilas County

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, plus an additional 50 percent of the base minimums for each additional
contiguous unit.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.13 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Road and Ordinary High-water Mark (OHWM) Setback Requirement:
1. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings shall be in accordance with Article III, Section

3.2, F. of this Ordinance.
2. The minimum setback for a structure is 75 feet from the OHWM and is regulated by the Vilas

County Shoreland Ordinance, any exemptions are also covered there.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IV, Section 4.13 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Side Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building:  15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

I. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:
1. Principal building: 15 feet. 2. Accessory buildings:  5 feet.

History: (Amendment #85-230, Article IV, Section 4.9 (I)(1), effective 11-25-09)
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article IV, Section 4.9 (D)(1)(2), (E)(4), (F)(4) effective 5-11-05)

4.14 METALLIC MINERAL EXPLORATION DISTRICT (ME):
History: (Amendment #85-234, Article IV, Section 4.10 changed to Article IV, Section 4.14 effective 11-24-10)
A. Purpose: The Metallic Mineral Exploration District is an overlay district created to provide for the

conduct of exploration for metallic minerals as defined in the Vilas County Metallic Mining Ordinance.

B. Description:
As an overlay district, the Metallic Mineral Exploration District exists concurrently with the original and
underlying zoning district. As such, the regulations and standards affecting the underlying district shall
be as set forth in this Ordinance, and the regulations and standards affecting metallic mineral exploration
shall be as set forth in the Vilas County Metallic Mining Ordinance.

C. Permitted Districts:
The Metallic Mineral Exploration District shall only be permitted as an overlay district in the Forestry
(F) and Industrial (I) districts as set forth in this Ordinance.

History: (Amendment #85-139, Article IV, Section 4.10 effective 6-16-99)

4.15 METALLIC MINING AND PROSPECTING DISTRICT (MM):
History: (Amendment #85-234, Article IV, Section 4.10 changed to Article IV, Section 4.15 effective 11-24-10)
A. Purpose: The Metallic Mining and Prospecting District is created to provide for the conduct of

prospecting and/or mining for metallic minerals.

B. Creation:
Designation of an area as a Metallic Mining and Prospecting District shall be done in accordance with
the rezoning requirements of this Ordinance and state law in conjunction with the requirements set forth
in the Vilas County Metallic Mining Ordinance.

C. Description:
Mining and prospecting shall be allowed in the Metallic Mining and Prospecting District in accordance
with the rules and regulations set forth in the Vilas County Metallic Mining Ordinance.
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D. Uses:
All uses allowed in the original zoning district from which the Metallic Mining and Prospecting District
was created shall be allowed but only as conditional uses subject to the provisions of this Ordinance and
the other regulations of the original zoning district.

History: (Amendment #85-139, Article IV, Section 4.11 effective 6-16-99)
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ARTICLE V: REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC USES
Introduction and Explanation:  Article V contains rules regulating certain specific uses which have
potentially high impact in terms of health, safety and general welfare, the environment, aesthetics, traffic
generation and valuation of adjacent and nearby properties.  These requirements must be met regardless of
whether the use is a permitted use requiring only a Zoning Permit or a conditional use requiring a
Conditional Use Permit.

5.1 ADULT USE
A. May be located in Industrial, Forestry & All Purpose.

B. Shall not be located within (1) one mile of a school, religious institution, outdoor public recreation use,
or any other adult use. Distances shall be measured in a straight line without regard to intervening
structures or objects from the closest point of the structure or portion of the structure occupied or
proposed for occupancy by the adult use to the nearest point of the lot of the other referenced land use.

C. Shall require a Conditional Use Permit.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.1 New effective 6-1-21)

5.2 CAMPING
A. Campgrounds, Camping Resorts and Primitive Campgrounds
Chapter ATCP 79 Campgrounds is promulgated under the authority of Wisconsin State Statute 97.67 to
regulate the maintenance and operation of campgrounds in order to protect the health and safety of the
public. These regulations contain the state requirements. All State requirements must be met.

1. Minimum lot area five (5) acres.
2. A minimum width of 300 feet road frontage and 300 feet water frontage is required. For every acre

over five (5) an additional 75 feet of water frontage is required.
3. Maximum density shall be 15 campsites per acre.
4. Maximum of two vehicular access points from public roads, streets or highways.
5. Outer boundaries shall contain 30 feet of a buffer zone consisting of a greenbelt with coniferous trees

and shrubs.
6. No campsites shall be within 30 feet of the campground or camping resort outside boundary.
7. No campsites shall be within 75 feet of the Ordinary High Watermark of a navigable body of water.
8. Campsite Dimensions and Identification.

a. A minimum dimension of 40 feet wide and 50 feet long.
b. Corners of sites shall be marked by permanent markers and numbered.

9. Individual campsites within a campground or camping resort shall not be sold or transferred.
10. Retail Sales:  Convenience establishments of a commercial nature, such as gasoline and grocery

sales, are permitted in a campground providing such establishments and their related parking areas
shall not occupy more than 10 percent of the total campground area.
a. They shall be subordinate to the recreational character of the camp, and;
b. They shall be located, designed and intended to serve the needs of the campground occupants.

11. Drainage
a. All parks shall be located on a well-drained area, not subject to intermittent flooding.
b. The premises shall be graded to prevent accumulation of drainage or storm water.
c. Exposed ground surfaces in a parking area shall be paved or covered with stone screening, other

solid materials, or protected with vegetative growth capable of preventing soil erosion and
eliminating objectionable dust.

12. Parking
a. Every campsite shall be provided with two off-street parking spaces.

13. Permit Required
a. A Zoning Permit submitted to the Vilas County Zoning Office showing plan drawings of

proposed campgrounds and/or camping resorts with all sites, roads, location of water sources and
sanitation facilities.
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b. Any future accessory improvements to the campgrounds and/or camping resort or proposed sites
will require a Zoning permit. (Example: Decks, sheds, garages, etc.)

History:(Amendment #85-199, Section 5.2(K)(L)(M)(N)(O)(P) effective 5-11-05)
c. Expansion of a campground, camping resort or primitive campground/campsites will require a

Zoning Permit and:
i. All other applicable requirements for campgrounds, camping resorts or primitive

campgrounds/campsites are to be met.
14. Sewage System:

a. A safe community sewage system or public sewer shall be provided in all campgrounds.
b. Systems shall be designed, constructed and maintained in accordance with the Vilas County

Private Sewage System Ordinance and any other applicable Local or State codes.
c. Private septic systems or holding tanks serving individual campsites shall not be permitted in

campgrounds or camping resorts.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.2 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Camping on Lots Not Within a Campgrounds or Camping Resort
1. Camping is only allowed on an undeveloped lot not within a campground or camping resort with a

permit provided:
a. All requirements of the Vilas County Private Sewage System Ordinance are fully complied with

and;
b. No use for camping or housekeeping purposes when parked or stored on a lot containing a

habitable structure, or in any location not approved for such use.
c. No more than one campsite per lot.
d. Written permission has been granted by the Town Board/Authorized Town Board Official or by

a Town Ordinance.
e. All setback and lot requirements for a structure are met.
f. A Zoning Permit is required.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.2 B. effective 6-1-21)

5.3 CLUBHOUSES
A. Parks, playgrounds, golf courses and other clubhouse facilities.  No structure of more than 1,000 square

feet may be associated with such uses.  Larger structures require conditional use permits.

B. Private clubhouses exceeding 1,000 square feet owned by condominium associations or other types of
non-profit associations consisting of owners of adjacent or nearby properties.

5.4 COMMERCIAL MARINAS:
A. Marina Location:  Shall be located more than 500 feet from any public bathing beach or park.

B. Compatibility:  Shall be designed and constructed so as not to interfere with adjacent riparian owner's
uses of the water for swimming, fishing or boating, nor interfere with the public's free navigation.

C. Location of Fuel:  Fueling pumps and tanks shall be located two feet above the normal water elevation,
and no fuel hose shall extend beyond a point necessary to fuel boats at the closest proximity to land.

D. Waste Disposal:  All commercial marinas shall be equipped with facilities for the disposition of domestic
wastes, including septage waste, from boats.

E. Dimensional Requirements: For commercial marinas and boat liveries.
1. Minimum lot area requirement - 60,000 sq. ft.
2. Minimum lot width at the waterline - 200 ft.

F. Marinas Prohibited:  Commercial marinas on lakes of less than 200 surface acres are prohibited unless
the lake is part of a chain of two or more connecting bodies of water.
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5.5 COMMUNITY BASED RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.5 New effective 6-1-21)
A. Community Based Residential Facilities.

1. A place providing care and maintenance, and up to three hours of intermediate nursing care per week
per person, to five or more adults not related to the care provider or facility administrator governed by
provisions in Wisconsin Statutes.

2. A place providing room and board.

B. CBRF and Community Living Arrangements.
Community living arrangements (group homes) as defined in 46.03(22) including the following:
1. Community living arrangement means any of the following facilities licensed or operated, or

permitted under the authority of the Department of Health Services:
a. Residential care centers for children and youth, as defined in s. 48.02 (15d), operated by child

welfare agencies licensed under s. 48.60;
b. Group homes for children, as defined in s. 48.02 (7), and community-based residential facilities,

as defined in s. 50.01 (1g);
c. Does not include adult family homes, as defined in s. 50.01 (1), day care centers, nursing homes,

general hospitals, special hospitals, prisons, and jails.
2. Community living arrangements shall be subject to the same building and housing ordinances, codes

and regulations of the municipality or county as similar residences located in the area in which the
facility is located.

3. The Department of Health Services shall designate a subunit to keep records and supply information
on community living arrangements under ss. 59.69 (15) (f), 60.63 (7) and 62.23 (7) (i) 6. The subunit
shall be responsible for receiving all complaints regarding community living arrangements and for
coordinating all necessary investigatory and disciplinary actions under the laws of this state and
under the rules of the Department of Health Services relating to the licensing of community living
arrangements.

4. A community living arrangement with a capacity for 8 or fewer persons shall be a permissible use
for purposes of any deed covenant which limits use of property to single-family or 2-family
residences. A community living arrangement with a capacity for 15 or fewer persons shall be a
permissible use for purposes of any deed covenant which limits use of property to more than 2-
family residences. Covenants in deeds which expressly prohibit use of property for community living
arrangements are void as against public policy.

5. If a community living arrangement is required to obtain a Conditional Use Permit, as defined
in s. 59.69 (15) (g), the Department of Health Services shall, at the request of the unit of government
responsible for granting a Conditional Use Permit permission, inspect the proposed facility and
review the program proposed for the facility. After such inspection and review, the Department of
Health Services shall transmit to the unit of government responsible for granting the Conditional Use
Permit a statement that the proposed facility and its proposed program have been examined and are
either approved or disapproved by the Department of Health Services.

5.6 CONDOMINIUMS:
A. Introduction, Special and General Requirements.

1. Intent
a. This section is created to clarify the application of zoning requirements, density requirements

and legal descriptions on parcel(s) to be covered by a condominium plat and condominium
declaration.

b. Condominiums are regulated in Vilas County to:
i. Protect residents and non-residents and their use, values and enjoyment of property;

ii. Protect public health, safety, comfort and general welfare;
iii. Minimize traffic congestion through proper ingress and egress; and,
iv. Ensure conformance with applicable uses within the zoning districts in which a

condominium is located.
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2. Condominium Creation
A condominium may be created within Vilas County pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter
703 of the Wisconsin Statutes.

3. Condominium Final Plat Approval and Condominium Preliminary Plat Review and Approval:
a. Chapter 703, Condominium Law;
b. Vilas County General Zoning Ordinances, Sanitary Ordinance, and Subdivision Control

Ordinance.
i. Prior notification of a Condominium review shall be sent to the Town Clerk of all Towns

which do not have their own zoning ordinance.  The County Board Supervisor of jurisdiction
shall be notified in all instances of a review of a proposed condominium.

ii. Preliminary Condominium Plat, shall be submitted for review and approval by the Vilas
County Zoning Administrator, and Vilas County Zoning Committee.

iii. The Vilas County Zoning Committee after initial review may provide, for the public, an
informational meeting prior to preliminary approval.

iv. Final Condominium plat, Final and Preliminary Condominium plat addenda, declaration, and
declaration amendment, shall be submitted and approved by the Vilas County Zoning
Administrator, prior to recording condominium instruments with the Vilas County Registrar
of Deeds.

4. An addendum is required any time the condominium plat is substantially altered.  A substantial
alteration would include any encroachment into the common area or limited common element unless
the plat specifies the common or limited common element may be used in another particular manner.

5. Consecutively Numbered Units
All units shall be consecutively numbered on the plat. (Unit numbers may not contain more than 8
numerals and must be unique throughout the condominium.)

6. Statutory Requirements
The final condominium plat shall be drafted in compliance with the requirements of Chapter 703,
Wisconsin Statutes.

7. Unit Compliance with Zoning and Sanitary Ordinances
Each individual unit, when constructed, expanded or altered shall conform to the current applicable
Vilas County Ordinances.

8. Expansion Areas
All expansion areas shall be noted on face of plat.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Section 5.8(A)(3)(4)(5)(6)(7)(8)(9) effective 5-11-05), (Amendment #85-209, Section 5.8(A)(1)(a)(b),
(3)(4)(5)(7) effective 8-30-06)

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.6 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Definitions, as set forth in Wisconsin State Statues, Chapter 703, Condominiums
History: (Amendment #85-209, Section 5.8(B) effective 8-30-06)

C. Standards for New Construction:
1. Introduction

Construction of new units on property to be part of a new condominium shall conform to the current
Vilas County General and Shoreland Zoning, Private Sewage System and Subdivision Control
Ordinances.

2. Alternative Suitability Requirement
a. Proof of the availability of primary and alternate system areas for privately owned wastewater

treatment systems are be provided and shown on the plat.
b. Soils information including profile descriptions and suitable POWTS areas shall be provided on

standard forms. All non-conventional POWTS areas shall be pre-planned.
3. Height Limitation

a. All proposed structures, shall meet the requirements of the Vilas County General Zoning
Ordinance.
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4. Minimum Parcel Size
a. All new condominium parcels shall meet the minimum lot area requirements as described in

Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance Article IV, Zoning District Regulations and Vilas
County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, Article IV.

5. Frontage and/or Width Requirements
a. All new condominium parcels shall meet the minimum frontage width and minimum lot width

requirements as described in Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance Article IV, Zoning District
Regulations and Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, Article IV.

History: (Amendment #85-209, Section 5.8(C)(1)(3) effective 8-30-06)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.6 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Standards for Condominium Expansion:
1. Introduction

Expansion condominium allows additional unit(s), additional property or both to be added to a
condominium provided the additions are in accordance with the declaration, the Vilas County
Zoning and Subdivision Control Ordinances, and Wisconsin Statutes.

2. Alternative Suitability Requirement
a. Proof of the availability of primary and alternate system areas for privately owned wastewater

treatment systems (POWTS) complying with the requirements of the Vilas County Private
Sewage System Ordinance Chapter 15 and Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter SPS383
shall be provided and shown on the plat.

b. Provide soils information including profile descriptions and suitable POWTS areas shall be
provided on standard forms. All non-conventional POWTS areas shall be pre-planned.

c. All existing structures shall have their POWTS checked for compliance with the three-foot
vertical separation requirement, as well as determining if the system is functioning properly.

d. All existing systems not meeting the requirements need replacement within one year of the
preliminary approval.

3. Height Limitation
a. All newly constructed structures shall meet the requirements of the Vilas County General Zoning

Ordinance.
b. All previously, constructed structures shall meet the minimum requirements of the Vilas County

General Zoning Ordinance at the time each structure was constructed.
4. Minimum Parcel Size

a. All expandable condominium parcels shall meet the minimum lot area requirements as described
in the Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance Article IV, Zoning District Regulations and Vilas
County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, Article IV.

5. Frontage and/or Width Requirements
a. All new condominium parcels shall meet the minimum frontage width and minimum lot width

requirements as described in the Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance Article IV, Zoning
District Regulations and Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, Article IV.

6. Expansion Requirements
a. All expandable condominiums must indicate the final total number and the approximate

placement of the condominium units anticipated for the parcel.
b. Expandable condominiums cannot be added to conversion condominiums unless the combined

conversion and expandable condominium complies with the minimum requirements for area,
frontage width and lot width requirements for the total number of units proposed.

c. Each expansion phase must receive both preliminary and final plat approval by the Vilas County
Zoning Administrator to ensure that the expansion complies with the current ordinances in effect
at the time of expansion.

d. If the final condominium plat for the expansion area substantially conforms to the layout and
approved on the preliminary expansion approval, it shall be entitled to approval with respect to
such layout.

History: (Amendment #85-209, Section 5.8(D)(4)(a)(b) effective 8-30-06)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.6 D. effective 6-1-21)
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E. Standards for Conversion Condominium(s):
1. Introduction

a. Conversion condominiums allow for a parcel of land with one or more existing structures to be
converted to a condominium form of ownership.

b. Licensed resorts are allowed to maintain the dwelling unit density that may exist on a resort
property.

2. Alternative Suitability Requirement
a. Proof of the availability of primary and alternate system areas for privately owned wastewater

treatment systems (POWTS) complying with the requirements of the Vilas County Private
Sewage System Ordinance Chapter 15 and Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter SPS 383
shall be provided and shown on the plat.

b. Soils information including profile descriptions and suitable POWTS areas shall be provided on
standard forms. All non-conventional POWTS areas shall be pre-planned.

c. All existing structures shall have their POWTS checked for compliance with the three (3) ft.
vertical separation requirement as well as determining that the system is functioning properly.
All existing systems that do not meet this requirement shall be replaced within one year of the
preliminary approval.

3. Height Limitation
a. All newly constructed structures shall meet the requirements of the Vilas County Zoning

Ordinance.
b. All previously constructed structures shall meet the minimum requirements of the Vilas County

Zoning Ordinance at the time each structure was constructed.
4. Parcel Size and Frontage Requirements

a. Where existing single dwelling unit structure(s), and/or existing multiple-family dwelling unit
structure(s), rental or non-rental, not part of a resort, are to be part of a condominium declaration,
such property shall not be converted until a final condominium plat is approved by the Vilas
County Zoning Administrator.
i. All conversion condominium parcels shall meet the minimum lot area, minimum frontage

width and minimum lot width requirements as described in the Vilas County General Zoning
Ordinance Article IV, Zoning District Regulations, Vilas County Shoreland Zoning
Ordinance, Article IV and the Vilas County Subdivision Control Ordinance.

ii. Zoning Compliance
A condominium plat shall not be approved for a resort, which was not constructed in
compliance with the County Zoning Ordinances applicable at the time such resort a) was
constructed, b) made such alterations, or c) made such additions, UNLESS corrections are
made to comply with the applicable zoning regulation.

iii. Resorts shall not be converted until a final condominium plat, is approved by the Vilas
County Zoning Administrator.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Section 5.8 (D)(5)(b)1. a. b. c. effective 5-11-05), (Amendment #85-209, Section 5.8(E)(1)(b),
(3)(a)(b), (4)(a)2. effective 8-30-06)

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.6 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Commercial (Non-Residential) Condominiums:
1. Will subject to the requirements of the Vilas County Ordinances. They will be treated as principal

structures.
2. Will be limited to 50 percent impervious surface area off water, except in Community Business

District. Impervious surface requirements see Article III Section 3.2 E.
3. Lot areas and widths, structure sizes, setbacks, impervious areas, mitigation requirements, land

disturbance areas, privately owned wastewater treatment system requirements, parking requirements,
and any other construction or improvement shall conform to the requirements of any and all other
applicable Vilas County Ordinances.

History: (Amendment #85-209, Section 5.8(F)(2) effective 8-30-06)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.6 F. effective 6-1-21)
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G. Land-Only Unit(s) (Building Pad Condominium)
1. Land-only units of property to be part of a condominium shall conform to Vilas County Ordinances.
2. Land-only condominium regulations apply only where no structures have been constructed prior to

recording the condominium declaration and plat.
3. Land-only condominium does not apply where any unit is located above or below any other unit.
4. POWTS Requirement.

a. Proof of the availability of primary and alternate system areas for privately owned wastewater
treatment systems (POWTS) complying with the requirements of the Vilas County Private
Sewage System Ordinance Chapter 15 and Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter SPS 383
shall be provided and shown on the plat.

b. Soils information including profile descriptions and suitable POWTS areas shall be provided on
standard forms. All non-conventional POWTS areas shall be pre-planned.

5. Minimum Parcel Size
a. Lake Lots and Non-Lake Lots

All new condominium parcels shall meet the minimum lot area requirements as described in the
Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance Article IV, Zoning District Regulations and the Vilas
County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, Article IV.

6. Frontage and/or Width Requirements
a. Lake Lots and Lake Lots

All new condominium parcels shall meet the minimum frontage width and minimum lot width
requirements as described in the Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance Article IV, Zoning
District Regulations and the Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, Article IV.

History: (Amendment #85-209, Section 5.8(G) effective 8-30-06)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.6 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. Condominium Preliminary and Final Approval (Platting) Requirements:
1. Are subject to the requirements in this Ordinance, Wisconsin State Statue, Chapter 703 and the Vilas

County Subdivision Control Ordinance.  All Preliminary Plats must be reviewed by the Zoning
Administrator and shall meet the following requirements:
The Name of condominium shall be unique and shall match word for word on the Declaration.
The County and the municipality in which the property is located shall be provided on each sheet of
the plat. Each sheet shall be consecutively numbered and show the relation of that sheet number to
the total number of pages.
Name and address of property owner(s)
The plat shall show adjacent water bodies, section corners, and roads, both public and private.
a. Boundary of the parcel to be dedicated as common areas for the condominium complex. Include

any expansion areas for expandable condominiums.
b. The location of all existing structures on the property. (Include the general location of any

proposed structures to be constructed on the property.
c. Area of the total parcel (square feet). (Include individual areas of each expansion area as well as

the total.)
d. Area calculation and location of all wetlands on the parcel. (Include individual wetland areas for

each expansion area as well as the total.)
e. The linear footage (water frontage width) of lake, pond, stream or watercourse frontage. (Include

individual measurements for each expansion area as well as the total.)
f. Required minimum area.
g. Computations shall be shown on the plat, which verify compliance with the parcel size required

by this ordinance.
h. Plans that show the location of each structure located or to be located on the property, which

show the approximate dimensions, floor area and location of each unit in it.
i. Conversion condominium requirements
i. First floor square footage
ii. Photocopy of resort license or proof of existing resort

n. Soils & septic information
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i. Soil and site evaluation reports shall accompany the preliminary plat for the Vilas County
Zoning Administrator’s review.

ii. Location and proof of soil suitability for all existing and replacement septic systems shall
accompany the preliminary plat for review.

o. Roads, which provide access, to the condominium shall be shown, and if necessary driveway
access approval from D.O.T.

p. Existing easements, which affect the condominium property.
q. A minimum of two (2) off-street parking spaces per unit.
r. First Floor Area (square footage) of each existing structure.
s. The number of bedrooms per dwelling unit.
t. The size and location of any limited common elements.
u. Existing structure expansion area showing dimensions.
v. Whether the condominium is an expandable condominium.

If the condominium is an expandable condominium, then, the plat shall indicate:
i. Final total number of units;
ii. Subsequent total number of units, if phased;
iii. Approximate placement of the condominium units in each of the phases;

w. Existing and proposed water supply systems;
x. Areas of slopes greater than 20percent;
y. Impervious surface calculations
z. Certificate by Registered Land Surveyor.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Section 5.8 (F)(1) effective 5-11-05), (Amendment #85-209, Section 5.8(H)(1),
(1)(a)(b)(d)(f)(h)(l)(o)(s)(y)(z) effective 8-30-06)

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section effective 6-1-21)
2. Final Platting Requirements

a. Time Period for Submitting Final Condominium Plat
Upon approval of the preliminary condominium plat by the Vilas County Zoning Administrator
and Zoning Committee, the applicant shall submit a final condominium plat, within one, (1)
year, unless, a written request of an extension is acted upon favorably by the Vilas County
Zoning Administrator. The extension shall not be for more than 180 days.

b. The final plat shall include:
i. The name of the Condominium

ii. The legal description of the property
iii. Shall show a boundary survey of the condominiums
iv. The location of all structures;
v. The size and location of any limited common elements;

vi. The area available in square feet;
vii. The water frontage width;

viii. The size and location of the alternate POWTS area(s)
ix. All units shall be consecutively numbered on the plan;
x. Roads, which provide access to the condominium;

xi. Existing Easements;
xii. Two off-street parking spaces per dwelling unit;

xiii. The number of bedroom units per dwelling;
xiv. Wetland Boundary and areas;
xv. Existing POWTS and Water Supply systems;

xvi. Certificate, by Owner and Registered Land Surveyor;
xvii. Plans that show the location of each structure located or to be located on the property,

which show the approximate dimensions, floor area and location of each unit in it.
xviii. On the first sheet of the plat, a blank area of at least 3” X 3” shall be left for the register

of deeds recording purposes.
History: (Amendment #85-199, Section 5.8 (F)(2)(b)17 effective 5-11-05), (Amendment #85-209, Section 5.8(H)(2)(a)(b)17.,18.

effective 8-30-06)
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3. Condominium Plat Amendments
a. A condominium plat amendment may be made to any recorded condominium plat pursuant to

the procedures set forth in Chapter 703 of the Wisconsin Statutes provided, the amendment is
approved by the Vilas County Zoning Administrator and that the amendment does not create any
additional non-conformity with the current Vilas County Zoning Ordinances.

b. If the condominium plat amendment amends a final condominium plat without providing
substantial changes, the amended plat shall be submitted as a final plat.

c. If the condominium plat amendment amends a preliminary condominium plat without providing
substantial changes, the amended plat shall be submitted as a final plat of the preliminary plat.

d. If the condominium plat amendment amends a preliminary or final condominium plat while
providing substantial changes to the preliminary plat, the amended plat shall be submitted as a
preliminary plat.

4. Administrator Requirements
a. The Vilas County Zoning Administrator shall act upon the final plat within ten (10) working

days of receiving the final plat by registered mail, certified mail, or receipted delivery to the
Zoning Office.

b. The Vilas County Zoning Administrator may extend the review period upon by written notice to
the owner of the property or his agent.

c. Failure of the Vilas County Zoning Administrator to act upon the plat within ten (10) working
days, or extension thereof, shall constitute an approval of the condominium plat submittal.

d. The Vilas County Zoning Administrator shall act to approve, approve conditionally, or reject the
submitted plat. The Vilas County Zoning Administrator shall state in writing any conditions for
approval or reasons for rejection unless the review period is extended.

e. The Vilas County Zoning Administrator may give final approval only to that portion of an
expandable condominium, which is to be recorded initially, and may give tentative approval to
the expansion portion of the condominium.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Section 5.8 (F)(4)(a) effective 5-11-05), (Amendment #85-199, Section 5.8 (F)(4)(c) effective 5-11-
05), (Amendment #85 209, Section 5.8(H)(4)(a) effective 8 -30-06)

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.6 H. effective 6-1-21)

I. Upon Final Condominium Approval:
The following shall be provided prior to recording condominium instruments or plats with the Registrar
of Deeds.
1. Owner’s and Surveyor’s Certificate.

The plat shall show an Owner’s and a Surveyor’s Certificate which indicates:
a. The plat is a correct representation of the condominium;
b. The identification and location of each structure, area and common area are correctly shown on

the plat;
c. The plat shall contain the surveyor’s original signature and seal.
d. The plat shall provide a place for the approval of the appropriate Town Board Chairman and

Clerk signatures (if approval is necessary by the Town).
2. The plat shall provide a place for the approval of the Vilas County Zoning Administrator.

3. The plat shall be:
a. Submitted for filing per Wis. Stat. 703.11.
b. On a legible scale of not more than 200 feet to an inch. The scale used shall be indicated on the

plat graphically.

J. Town Ordinance Regulating Condominiums:
Nothing contained herein shall be construed to prohibit any town from enacting any Ordinance that
would be more restrictive than the provisions contained herein provided the town Ordinance is not in
conflict with any provisions hereof or any provisions in Chapter 703 of the Wisconsin Statutes and that
the Ordinance is properly drawn up in compliance with Section 60.74 of Wisconsin Statutes.

History: (Amendment #85–134 Section 5.8 effective 5-17-99, Amendment #85-146, Section 5.8 effective 12-19-99)
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5.7 FENCES:
A. Fence Permits

1. Zoning Permit Required.
a. All permanent fences 6 feet in height or less.
b. All permanent fences up to 12 feet in height and located greater than or equal to 15 feet from

property line.
2. Conditional Use Permit Required.

a. All permanent fences over 6 feet in height and located less than 15.0 feet from the property
boundary line.

b. All permanent fences greater than12 feet in height.
3. Exception:

No permit will be required for a farm fence.  A farm fence may be constructed of woven or barbed
wire, according to Wisconsin State Statutes. Garden fences, in order to restrict animals, have no
height limitation.

4. Fence Provisions:
a. A solid or privacy fence can be a maximum of 6 (six) inches off the ground for sites with

uneven landscape.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.7 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Fence Measurements
Fence height and setback measures shall be as follows:
1. Fence Height Measurements.

a. Fence height shall be measured from the ground surface to the top of fence along length of fence
for level ground.

b. For sloping sites or uneven ground please contact the Zoning Office and Zoning staff will review
documentation, fence location and provide a basis on how to measure for a height determination.

2. Setback Measurements.
a. Shoreline setback shall be measured from the closest point of the ordinary high-water mark

(OHWM) landward to the location of the fence.
i. No fences are permitted between 0 and 75 feet from the shoreline. (Exception 5.7 A. 3.)

b. Side yard setbacks shall be measured from the property boundary line.
i. Fences 6 feet or less in height may be located on the property line. It is important to erect
fences so they are maintained without trespass.

c. For lots abutting roads, setbacks shall be measured and established according to local, county or
state regulations.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.7 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. Temporary Fences
Temporary Fences are allowed without obtaining a zoning permit provided they comply with the
requirements of Section 5.7 A. 3. and Section 5.7 C. 2. and meet all requirements of permanent fences.
All other temporary fences require a zoning permit as a minimum requirement and may require a
conditional use permit if the use of the temporary fence is detrimental to or endangers the public health,
safety, comfort, or general welfare.
1. Temporary Fence Height.

a. Temporary fences are limited to a maximum of 6.0 feet in height.
2. Removal of Temporary Fences.

a. Temporary fences shall be removed on an annual basis and shall remain removed compatible
with the purpose of the fence.

3. Determination of Permanent Use vs. Temporary Use.
a. In cases where the use of a fence has appeared to change from a temporary use to a permanent

use, the Zoning Administrator has the responsibility and authority to determine whether the use
is temporary or permanent and can:
i. Require removal of the fence; and/or,

ii. Require the owner of the property to properly permit the fence provided the fence can meet
all requirements to be permitted.
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iii. When determining whether a fence is permanent or temporary, the Zoning Administrator
and/or his assistants or deputies shall document the fence, location and circumstances
surrounding the fence and provide a basis as to how the determination was made.

Note:  This is to allow discretion out of the ordinary.
History: (Amendment #85-113, Section 5.6 effective 1-20-98), (Amendment #85-199, Section 5.6(B)(3) (Amendment #85-209,

Section 5.6(A)(3), (B)(1) effective 8-30-06)

5.8 FOREST MANAGEMENT AND TREE REMOVAL:
A. Follow:  The Best Management Practices (BMP’s).

1. Best Management Practices (BMP):
Manual titled “Wisconsin’s Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality” provides
guidance for protecting water quality during forest management activities. Although only a guide,
the BMPs are standard practices throughout the State of Wisconsin. The use of, BMPs in Vilas
County are considered minimum standards in Forest Management.

2. Forest Law Programs:
Wisconsin managed forest tax programs including Forest Crop Law, Woodlands Tax Law, and
Managed Forest Law.

B. Notice to Vilas County Clerk of cutting as required by 26.03 Wis. Stats.
1. Wisconsin Statute Chapter 26: Protection of Forest Lands and Forest Productivity 26.03 Cutting

forest products.
a. Notice: Filing conveyance.

i. Before any person cuts, or causes to be cut any logs, piling, poles, posts, pulpwood,
Christmas Trees or other forest products, except fuel wood for personal home consumption,
in upon or adjoining any forest or wild land area the person shall pay all delinquent taxes on
the land and each year shall mail a notice in the English language giving his or her name and
post office address, and listing all the lands upon which cutting is to be done, designating the
lands upon which cutting is to be done by each 40 acre governmental subdivision or fraction
of a 40 acre governmental subdivision with the  proper section, town and range, by
registered letter addressed to the county clerk of each county in which the land is located.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Section 5.13(A), (B), (C) effective 5-11-05)

5.9 GARAGES
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.9 New effective 6-1-21)

A. No habitation is permitted. A change of use permit and conformance with Zoning District requirements
are required to convert a garage to a habitable structure.

B. Height Requirements for Garages.
1. Detached garages 25 feet mean height.
2. Attached to habitable structure 35 feet mean height.

C. Setbacks
1. 5 feet from side and rear lot lines, detached garage.
2. 15 feet from side and rear lot lines, garage attached to habitable structure.
3. 75 feet from Ordinary High Watermark.
4. Road & highway setbacks per Article III, Section 3.2, F. of this Ordinance.

D. Garages on lots with no principal structure.
1. One garage or accessory storage building permitted prior to the erection of a principal structure.
2. No private onsite waste treatment system, (septic system), may be connected to the building.
3. There shall be no patio doors, garage and service doors only.
4. No decks, dormers, patios or porches are permitted.
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5.10 GUN CLUBS AND SHOOTING RANGES:
A. Conditional Use Permit Required:

All gun clubs and shooting ranges are conditional uses, the applicant will be required to provide a site
and operation plan with setbacks and a narrative considering the following:
1. Potential hazards to adjacent uses.
2. Topography and ground cover.
3. Noise.
4. Parking.
5. Hours of operation.
6. Location to residences and other structures.

History: (Amendment #85- 267, Article V, Section 5.10 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Location:  The firing of rifles, shotguns or dangerous weapons within a gun club or shooting range shall
not be permitted directly towards or over navigable waters, public or private roads or drives, towards any
building or structure nor directly towards any population concentration located within one and a half
miles.  There shall be:
1. An adequate shortfall or bullet/ impact of rifled arms and all dangerous weapons area.
2. A defined firing line or firing direction.
3. Adequate target backstops for firing of rifled arms and all dangerous weapons.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.10B. effective 6-1-21)

C. Posting:  Shooting ranges shall be clearly identified by signs not less than four square feet in gross area
at intervals of not less than 25 yards around the perimeter and shall be maintained in a legible condition.

D. Indoor gun clubs and shooting ranges: Indoor gun clubs and shooting ranges shall meet the requirements
for indoor recreation and all State and Federal requirements.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.10 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. All Structures require a Zoning Permit.

5.11 HOTELS AND MOTELS:
A. Lot size for hotels and motels shall have a minimum of 60,000 square feet.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.11 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Hotels/Motels shall include the base minimum requirements for each motel and/or hotel structure.
Sizing of a Hotel/Motel is based on 2 percent of the base minimum for each bedroom created. A single
motel/hotel room shall be considered a single bedroom.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.11 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. The square foot base area of a single-story structure and parking area shall not exceed 50 percent of the
required minimum lot area.

History: (Amendment #85–209.Section 5.9(A) effective 8 -30 -06)

5.12 JUNK AND SALVAGE YARDS:
A. Conditional Use Permit Required:

1. All junk and salvage yards are Conditional Uses and require a Conditional Use Permit.

B. Setbacks:
1. Junk and salvage materials shall not be located within:

a. 60 feet from a public road, street or highway right-of-way;
b. 20 feet from an easement road.
c. 100 feet from a side or rear property line.
d. 300 feet from a lake, pond, stream or any watercourse.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.12 B. effective 6-1-21)
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C. General Provisions:
1. All junk and salvage yards shall be enclosed by a berm with a fence, thick vegetated screen or

screening from a tall solid fence.
2. Materials shall not be visible from other properties in the vicinity of the site and also not visible from

a public right-of-way such as roads, streets, highways and waterways.
3. A fence and/or vegetated screen shall be maintained.

a. Screening can be made of natural plants or constructed of wood or plastic, or any other
recognized blocking/ fencing materials that form a solid barrier.

4. Junkyards and recycling centers shall have a minimum fence height of 10 feet and maximum of 20
feet and will not require a separate conditional use permit.

History: (Amendment #85 –119, Section 5.4(C), effective 4-2-98)
5. Junk and/or Salvage materials shall not be piled higher than fence height.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.12 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Firebreak:
1. Any unobstructed firebreak shall be maintained 20 feet in width surrounding any junk and salvage

yard.
2. For purposes of enforcement, a firebreak shall be an area void of vegetation over 12" in height or any

manufactured combustible materials.

E. Zoning Permits are required for all structures and fences.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.13 E. effective 6-1-21)

5.13 LAND SPREADING OF PETROLEUM CONTAMINATED SOILS--PROHIBITED:
A. No person shall deposit on lands located in Vilas County any soil, contaminated by petroleum products.

These restrictions do not apply to:
1. The temporary stockpiling of petroleum contaminated soil prior to approved remediation or disposal.

Temporary stockpiling may only be allowed at the site where the contamination occurred.
2. The stockpiling of petroleum contaminated soil at the site where the contamination occurred, for

purposes of Wis. DNR approved bio-remediation.
3. Landfills and Asphalt Hot Mix plants properly licensed for the disposal or remediation of petroleum-

contaminated soils.

B. Any person violating this section shall cease such activity and shall remove any soil placed in violation
of this ordinance.

C. Any person violating this section shall also be subject to a forfeiture of no less than $1,000.00 plus costs.

5.14 MANUFACTURED HOMES AND MOBILE HOMES:
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.13 New effective 6-1-21)
A. Individual manufactured homes and mobile homes, are permitted in all residential classifications of the

Vilas County Zoning Ordinance, subject to the requirements of those classifications, and subject to the
following minimum requirements:
1. All manufactured homes must be constructed with a pitched roof.
2. The structure shall be anchored per manufacturer recommended requirements.
3. Subject to requirements set forth in the provisions of the Wisconsin Administrative Code, 42

U.S.C.5401-5426 and the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000.
4. The space between the ground and first level occupied or used for living purposes shall be enclosed

with properly treated all-weather materials compatible in design and appearance with the exterior of
the structure.

5. Placement Requirements:
a. Manufactured homes to which a garage, carport, or enclosed space has been attached shall be

permanently attached to footings on foundations which meet the requirements of:
i. If the manufactured home was built prior to April 1, 2007 then installation standards are

governed by provisions of SPS 321.40.
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ii If the home was built on or after April 1, 2007 then the federal model installation standard as
adopted by Wisconsin applies.

iii. Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter SPS 321. Such homes shall be permanently
attached to their footings or foundations pursuant to the manufacturer's installation
instructions.

b. Mobile homes and manufactured homes to which a carport, garage or other enclosed space has
not been attached shall be set in place at the site in accordance with the manufacturer's
installation instructions, if available, otherwise pursuant to accepted industry standards.

6. All manufactured homes shall have as exterior siding, any material that is non-corrosive.

B. Requirements for Manufactured Home Parks and Mobile Home Parks or a Manufactured Home
Community:
1. Minimum Lot Area:

a. Minimum lot area shall be five (5) acres.
2. Density:

a. Sewered Lot:
i. 6 Manufactured Homes/Mobile Homes per acre

b. Unsewered Lot
i. 4 Manufactured Homes/Mobile Homes per acre

3. Minimum width:
a. 300 feet road and/or water frontage

4. Access:
a. Minimum of 2 vehicular access points from public roads, streets or highways.

5. Buffer Zone:
a. The outer boundaries shall contain a 20-foot buffer zone, consisting of a greenbelt with trees and

shrubs.
b. No manufactured home or mobile home shall be placed within 20 feet of the park boundary line.

6. Site Numbering:
a. All sites shall be numbered and corners marked so setbacks can meet site plan requirements and

compliance with SPS 326.12, SPS 381 to SPS 387 and Vilas County Ordinances.
7. Setbacks:

a. Side Yard or lot Setback Requirements:
i.  Principal building: ii.  Accessory buildings:

15 feet from buffer zone or side lot. 5 feet from buffer zone or side lot.
b. Rear Yard Setback Requirements:

i.  Principal building: ii.  Accessory buildings:
15 feet from buffer zone or side lot. 5 feet from buffer zone or side lot.

8. Road Setback:
a. Road setbacks for principal and accessory buildings in accordance with Article III, Section 3.2,

F. of this Ordinance.
9. Ordinary High Watermark Setback of a Navigable Body of Water:

a. 75 feet
10. Building Height Limits:

a. A principal building may not exceed 35 feet mean height.
b. Accessory buildings may not exceed 15 feet mean height, garages as specified in Article V, 5.9.

11. Occupied area of the home and accessory buildings:
a. 40 percent of the site area unsewered lot.
b. 50 percent of the site area sewered lot.

12. Recreation Areas:
a. In all parks, there shall be one or more recreation areas, easily accessible to all park residents and

maintained by the park owner.
b. Recreation areas shall not be less than 8 percent of the gross site area.

13. Sale of Sites Prohibited:
a. Individual home sites shall not be sold or transferred.
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14. Home Sales:
a. Commercial home sales are prohibited unless a home is located on a separate home site.

15. Other Structures:
a. The park management may construct a structure for:

i. Storage of service equipment.
ii. Park office; and,

iii. Other purposes accessory to the operation of the park.
16. Drainage:

a. All parks shall be located on a well-drained area, not subject to intermittent flooding.
b. The premises shall be graded to prevent accumulation of drainage or storm water.
d. Exposed ground surfaces in a parking area shall be paved or covered with stone screening, other

solid materials, or protected with vegetative growth capable of preventing soil erosion and
eliminating objectionable dust.

16. Parking:
a. Every home site shall be provided with two (2) off-street parking spaces.

17. Utilities:
a. Control instrumentation and substations shall be screened.

C. Responsibilities of the Park Management:
1. The person to whom a permit for a park is issued shall operate the park in compliance with this

Ordinance, Vilas County Private Sewage System Ordinance, SPS 381 to SPS 387 and Chapter SPS
326 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code, shall provide adequate supervision and shall maintain the
park and its facility in a clean and sanitary condition.

2. The park management shall notify the park occupants of all provisions of this Ordinance.  A copy
Article V, Sections 5.14 of the Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance and Chapter SPS 326 of the
Wis. Administrative Code shall be available for inspection by park residents in the park's office.

3. The park management shall be responsible for the securing of any tie-down anchors for each home.
4. The park management shall be responsible for maintaining all private roads and drives within the

park in a safe and dust-free condition.

D. Zoning Permit and Plan Drawing:
1. Zoning Permit and Plan drawings of proposed park must be submitted to the Vilas County Zoning

office with an application showing the lot, lot sites, roads, location of water sources and sanitation
facilities.

E. No individual sanitary systems or individual wells for unsewered lots.
1. This does not apply to clubhouses, offices, pool and shower houses, park facilities etc.

5.15 METALLIC AND NON-METALLIC MINERAL EXTRACTION:
A. Metallic Mineral Extraction: All exploration, prospecting, and mining activities and any other activities

related to metallic mineral extraction are subject to the requirements specified in this Ordinance and in
the Vilas County Metallic and Non-Metallic Mining Ordinance.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.15 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Non-Metallic Mineral Extraction:
1. Conditional Use Permit Required: All non-metallic mineral exploration, extraction and processing

operations including, but not limited to, exploration drilling, blasting, excavating, and other types of
removal of mineral resources, and washing, crushing and processing of mineral resources, the
erection of buildings and the installation of necessary machinery used in said extraction or
processing, and the preparation of hot blacktop mix and ready-mix concrete are conditional uses and
require Conditional Use Permits unless subject to paragraph nine 9 or ten(10) below.

2. District Requirements:  All activities as set forth in paragraph one 1. above shall conform to the
permitted or conditional uses for the applicable Zoning District as set forth in Article IV of this
Ordinance.

3. Lot Size Requirement:  The minimum lot size for all non-metallic mines shall be five (5) acres
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4. Plan: An application for a Conditional Use Permit for non-metallic mineral extraction shall be
submitted by the owner or their agent and shall include the following:
a. An adequate description of the operation;
b. A plan of the site showing the proposed and existing roads;
c. A plan showing the sources, quantity and disposition of water to be used;
d. Estimated dates for commencement and completion of the extraction;
e. Estimated commencement and completion dates for the reclamation;
f. Any other information as may be necessary to determine the nature of the operation and the

effect to the surrounding area.
5. Reclamation Plan:  A reclamation plan shall be submitted which is in accordance with all applicable

requirements of:
a. Vilas County Non-Metallic Mining Reclamation Ordinance;
b. Wisconsin Administrative Code NR 135;
c. Wisconsin Administrative Code NR 340;
d. Chapter 30 of Wisconsin Statutes.

6. Financial Assurance:
Financial Assurance shall be provided in accordance with all applicable requirements of:
a. Vilas County Non-Metallic Mining Reclamation Ordinance;
b. Wisconsin Administrative Code NR 135;
c. Wisconsin Administrative Code NR 340;
d. Chapter 30 of Wisconsin Statutes.
e. Financial Assurance shall be submitted to the Vilas County Zoning and Planning Department.

7. Length of Operation:  Application for a Conditional Use Permit for a non-metallic mineral extraction
operation or for a hot mix blacktop mix plant or ready-mixed concrete plant, shall be for a period of
time stated in the application or as modified by the Zoning Committee. Modification of the
application or reclamation plan may be permitted or additional conditions may be required upon
application.
The Committee shall consider the effect of the proposed operation and the proposed reclamation
upon existing and future conditions, including streets, neighboring land development, land use
drainage, water supply, water pollution, air pollution, soil erosion, natural beauty and land value of
the locality.

8. Non-conforming Uses:  All existing non-metallic mineral extraction operations shall be considered
non-conforming uses and may be continued providing that they have been worked prior to the date
of adoption of this Ordinance and they have been registered with the Vilas County Zoning office
within one year of the date of the adoption of the Non-Metallic Mining Ordinance.

9. Exceptions for Agricultural Practices:  Conditional Use Permits are not required for land leveling
activities or conservation practices on agricultural land and where fill material or aggregate is
removed from the property as an incidental activity.

10. Portable Mixing Plants: Portable cement batch or mixing plants, or portable hot mix blacktop plants
used in connection with a highway improvement or construction project does not require a
Conditional Use Permit.  Material produced by such a plant shall be used only for the designated
project, and sale or use of material for any other location will require a separate Conditional Use
Permit.

11. Buffer Strips:  The outer boundaries of all non-metallic mineral extraction sites shall include a 50-
foot buffer zone consisting of a landscaped greenbelt of coniferous trees. Where mature existing
vegetation presently screening the site exists, the non-coniferous species do not need to be removed,
but any new planting shall be coniferous species.

History: (Amendment #85-139, Section 5.6 effective 6-16-99)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.15 B. effective 6-1-21)

5.16 PONDS, (ARTIFICIALLY CREATED)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.16 New effective 6-1-21)
A. A zoning permit shall be required for ponds in the following cases:

1. Any pond greater than 1,600 square feet shall require a zoning permit and shall comply with setbacks
for structures as required in this Ordinance.
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2. For any pond which, through the process of digging, excavating or scraping, creates spoils which are
stockpiled on-site or removed from the property, and affect more than one acre of area shall require a
nonmetallic mining permit and must comply with all mining regulations within this Ordinance, the
Vilas County Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Ordinance, and Wis. Admin. Code Ch. 135.

3. For any pond constructed within a Shoreland area a Shoreland Alteration Permit and Erosion Control
Plan shall be required.

B. Construction of Ponds.
1. All spoil material removed from the pond shall be thin spread, less than 12 inches in thickness, on

upland portions of the parcel.
2. All disturbed areas associated with pond construction shall be stabilized.
3. Sites within the jurisdiction of shoreland/wetland and/or floodplain zoning regulations shall have to

comply with said regulations.

C. Pond construction proposal. All ponds which require a zoning permit shall submit a plan and description.
Plans and descriptions shall include:
1. Size of pond.
2. Location on site.
3. Setbacks.
4. Other existing or planned water features on the site.
5. Spoil spreading locations.
6. Disturbed land reclamation.
7. Property description.
8. Site stability.
9. Erosion control plan & Stormwater if needed.
10. Construction timing.

5.17 PRIVATE EASEMENT ROADS:
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.17 New effective 6-1-21)
A. A setback from a private driveway easement and/or a private road, used for ingress and egress easement

to a structure or tax parcel for building purposes will be 15 feet from the traveled center line of the
easement road or 15 feet from the edge of easement whichever is greater.

5.18 PRIVIES:
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.18 New effective 6-1-21)
A. Privies must meet the following requirements:

1. Have an enclosed structure.
a. Minimum height: 6 ft.
b. Minimum width: 4 ft.
c. Must have a floor, a roof and (4) four walls, one of the walls with a door.
d. Be provided with a suitable approach such as concrete, gravel or cinder walk.
e. Meet all requirements under SPS 391.12 Plumbing Code and Chapter 15, Vilas County Private

Sewage System Ordinance.
2. Setback Requirements.

a. Well setback: 50 ft.
b. Dwelling: 25 ft.
c. Lot line: 25 ft.
d. A slope 20 percent or greater: 20 ft.
e. Ordinary High-water Mark of a water body: 75 ft.
f. Another property owner’s residence or dwelling: 250 ft.

3. A Vilas County Sanitary Permit is required in accordance with Chapter 15, Vilas County Private
Sewage System Ordinance 15.22.

4. A Vilas County Zoning Permit to build a Privy structure.
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5.19 RELAXATION OF STANDARDS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES:
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.19 New effective 6-1-21)
The Zoning Administrator or their designee may issue a permit to relax dimensional standards of this
Ordinance in order to provide a reasonable accommodation of persons with disabilities as required by
provisions of Federal and State law.  Such a relaxation is to be consistent with federal guidelines for
accommodation of persons with disabilities and where practicable, terminated when no longer used by the
disabled person, or the person vacates the property or the structure ceases to be a public accommodation. A
person applying for a permit for construction under this section shall establish:
A. Prove the facility or premises are routinely used by a disabled person;

B. Communicate the nature and extent of the disability; and

C. Relaxation of the request is the minimum necessary to provide reasonable use of the facility by a
disabled person.

D. An affidavit for the reasonable accommodation shall be filed with the Register of Deeds.

E. If the Zoning Administrator or their designee denies a permit requesting an accommodation under this
subsection, the denial may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment pursuant to Article X.

5.20 STORAGE RENTAL UNITS
History: (Amendment #85-267, replacement of mini storage with storage rental units, Article V, Section 5.20 New effective 6-1-21)

Storage rental units shall meet the following requirements:
A. Indoor Storage Space. (Structures).

1. 15-foot vegetative buffer on side and rear lot lines.
2. 15-foot setback from side and rear lot lines.
3. 20-foot setback from other buildings.
4. Maximum impervious surface 50 percent on non-shoreland lots.

i. Exemption to impervious surface limits, requires submission of a storm water mitigation
management plan. Impervious surface requirements, see Article III Section 3.2 E.

5. 25 feet mean height restriction.
6. No habitation allowed.

B. Outdoor Storage Space.
1. A 6-foot security-fence minimum height, surrounding outdoor storage area.
2. 15-foot setback vegetative buffer on side and rear lot lines.
3. Maximum impervious surface 50 percent on non-shoreland lots. See Article III Section 3.2 E.
4. 20 feet height stacking restriction.
5. Outdoor storage is limited to licensed operable vehicles.
6. Outdoor storage spaces/units cannot be sold.
7. Outdoor storage shall be kept neat, clean and in an orderly manner.
8. No habitation allowed.

C. No other activity other than storage rental is to take place, without meeting Vilas County Ordinances.

5.21 SEPTAGE DISPOSAL SITES AND TOXIC WASTE DISPOSAL:
A. Conditional Use Permit Required:

1. All septage disposal sites are conditional uses and require a Vilas County Conditional Use Permit.

B. Setbacks:
1. Minimum of 250 feet from any public right-of-way, other than the access road and;
2. All other minimum setbacks specified in NR113 of the Wis. Administrative Code.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.21 B. effective 6-1-21)
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C. Toxic Wastes:
1. Toxic and/or hazardous wastes such as: Pesticides, acids, caustics, and pathological radioactive,

flammable, explosive or similar harmful chemical wastes requiring special handling and disposal
shall not be permitted to be transported into Vilas County from other counties in Wisconsin or from
other states for disposal or storage.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.21 C. effective 6-1-21)

5.22 SIGNS & LIGHTING
A. Signs may be regulated by the following:

1. Wisconsin Federal and State Highways by the Department of Transportation.
2. Vilas County Highways, (Lettered, example County trunk G) – County Highway Office.
3. Town Roads - Town Board

B. Lighting
1. Towns may regulate lighting within their boundaries.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Section 3.4 (added) effective 5-11-05)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.22 A. & B. effective 6-1-21)

5.23 TREEHOUSES:
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.23 New effective 6-1-21)
A. Prohibited if tree is on a protected list, (This restriction is also called a Tree Preservation Order.)

B. Maximum mean height: 20 feet measured from grade.

C. Maximum size: 256 sq. ft.

D. Setback from lot line: 20 ft.

E. Permanent electrical or water connections are prohibited, without a change of use permit. Installation of
these connections will cause a structure to become a principal structure and all requirements of the
district in which it is located will become effective.

F. Setback from OHWM: 75ft

G. Road setback shall be in accordance with Article III Section 3.2, E of this Ordinance.

H. Structures less than 64 square feet do not require a Zoning permit

5.24 WAREHOUSES
A. Warehouse Classifications, Wisconsin Statutes 99.015

1. Class I - Less than 10,000 square feet of floor space.
2. Class II - 10,000 square feet or over, but less than 50,000 square feet of floor space.
3. Class III - 50,000 square feet or over, but less than 100,000 square feet of floor space.
4. Class IV - 100,000 square feet or over, but less than 150,000 square feet of floor space.
5. Class V - 150,000 square feet or over of floor space.

B. Setbacks
1. Class I - 15-foot setback from side and rear lot lines.
2. Class II - 20-foot setback from side, and rear lot lines.
3. Class III - 25-foot setback from side, and rear lot lines.
4. Class IV - 30-foot setback from side, and rear lot lines.
5. Class V - 50-foot setback from side, and rear lot lines.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.24 B. effective 6-1-21)
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C. Warehouses are not permitted in Single Family, Residential/Lodging, Multiple Family Residential,
Residential/Recreation, Wooded Residential and Rural Residential/Light Mixed Use. They are permitted
in other zoning districts with a Conditional Use Permit, except Industrial where they are a permitted use.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.24 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Height Requirements
1. If a warehouse is a principal structure the maximum height shall be thirty-five (35) feet.
2. In all other instances, the maximum height shall be twenty-five (25) feet.

E. The operator shall obtain a warehouse keepers license as set forth in Wisconsin State Statutes.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.24 E. effective 6-1-21)

5.25 WETLAND STEBACK
A. 10-foot setback is required for all structures from a wetland.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article V, Section 5.25 New effective 6-1-21)

ARTICLE VI:  PUBLIC HEALTH ORDINANCE REMOVED
Responsibilities Placed in Vilas County Department of Health, (Human Health Hazard Ordinance).
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article VI Removed effective 5 -11-05)
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ARTICLE VII:  OFF-STREET PARKING AND DRIVEWAYS
Introduction and Explanation:  Article VII minimum requirements for off-street parking and driveways.

7.1 GENERAL RULES:
A. Off-street parking spaces for single-family residences or second spaces for dwelling units in multi-family

residential buildings may be provided in tandem or parallel.  A parking space occupying a portion of
driveway shall be at least 20 feet by 10 feet.

A. Whenever a lot used for business or industrial purposes abuts upon a public or private alley, street, road
or highway, sufficient loading space shall be provided on the lot or adjacent thereto in connection with
any business or industrial use so the alley, street, road or highway shall at all times be free and
unobstructed to the passage of traffic.

B. One off-street parking space in a lot shall be two hundred (200) square feet of area, exclusive of adequate
ingress and egress driveway to connect with a public thoroughfare.  The dimensions of a parking space
on a lot shall be 20 feet by 10 feet.  A single stall in a garage may replace a single parking space.

C. No building for which off-street parking space is required may be added to, structurally altered or
converted in use so as to encroach upon or reduce the parking space below the required minimum.

D. No parking spaces required under this ordinance may be used for another purpose with the exception of
an occasional yard sale, business sale or during town festivities, provided however, that open spaces
required by this ordinance for setback and side yards may not be used for such parking spaces or
approaches thereto.  There shall be no parking on corner lots within the visual clearance triangle.

F. Parking/parking lots containing five (5) or more parking spaces which are located in the Residential
Districts or adjacent to residential lots shall be:
1. Screened along the side or sides of such lots which abut the lot lines of residential lots by a solid

wall, fence or evergreen planting of equivalent capacity or other equally effective means built or
maintained at a minimum height of four (4) feet.

2. If parking/parking lots so located are lighted, the lights shall be shielded as to prevent undesirable
glare or illumination of adjoining residential property.

G. The parking/storage of one unoccupied travel trailer, or camper or other habitable recreation vehicle may
be located on a lot provided it meets the setback requirements in the district in which it is located and is
not used for human habitation. Travel trailers, campers, or recreation vehicles may not be utilized for
dwelling or sleeping purposes, except for temporary occupancy during construction of a home or cottage,
providing it is on the same lot where a zoning permit and building permit has been issued for the
building of a home or cottage.  Such temporary dwellings occupancy shall be used for a period of no
longer than one year and shall be connected to adequate sanitary facilities, and require a permit.
Exception: A one-week occupation for 1 habitable camper, travel trailer, recreational vehicle, (7-day
period is allowed), once a year for the convenience of a property owner, on lots with a habitable
structure. All sanitary hook up requirements are required as if it were in a campground. This exception is
not allowed for habitable structures rented under a Tourist Rooming House License.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article VII Section 7.1 G. effective 6-1-21)

7.2 REQUIRED OFF-STREET PARKING SPACES FOR SPECIFIC USES.  EXCEPT IN
THE DESIGNATED DOWNTOWN COMMUNITY BUSINESS DISTRICTS:

A. Single-family dwellings shall provide two spaces.

B. Multiple-family dwellings shall provide two (2) off-street spaces for each family for which
accommodations are provided in the building plus two (2) spaces per building.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article VII Section 7.2 B. effective 6-1-21)
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C. Roadside stands shall provide not less than five (5) parking spaces at the place of business off the right-
of-way of the highway.

D. Establishments offering curb service to customers, who remain in their vehicles, shall provide at least
five (5) off-street parking spaces for each person employed to serve such customers.

E. New retail or local business places, banks, offices and professional offices and personal service shops
shall provide at least one off-street parking space for each two hundred (200) square feet of ground floor
area plus at least one additional parking space for each five hundred (500) square feet of upper floor area.

F. Buildings combining business and residential use shall provide at least one off-street parking space for
each three hundred (300) square feet of area devoted to business use, plus at least two (2) parking spaces
for each family for which accommodations are provided on the premises.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article VII Section 7.2 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Theaters, churches, auditoriums, lodges or fraternity halls and similar places of public assemblage shall
provide at least one parking space for each seven (7) seats.

H. Motels, lodging houses and dormitories shall provide at least one parking space for each guestroom.

I. Restaurants, taverns and similar places for eating and for refreshments, except curb service
establishments, shall provide at least one parking space for each fifty (50) feet of floor space devoted to
the use of the patrons.

J. Funeral homes and mortuaries shall provide at least one parking space for each fifty (50) feet of space
devoted to parlors.

K. Bowling alleys shall provide at least five (5) parking spaces for each alley.

L. Service stations shall provide parking for all vehicles used directly in the conduct of the business, plus
two (2) spaces for each gas pump, plus three spaces for each service bay.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article VII Section 7.2 L. effective 6-1-21)

M. Industrial uses shall provide at least one (1) parking space for each employee on the premises at any one
time, plus at least one additional space for each vehicle operated in connection with such use for which
parking on the premises is required.

N. Any use not specifically named shall be assigned to the most appropriate classification by the Zoning
Administrator.

7.3 DRIVEWAYS AND PRIVATE ROADS:
A. No driveways or private roads constructed within 5 feet of an adjoining property owner's lot line unless:

1. The adjoining property owner(s) affected by such road give written of consent to the effect they do
not object to construction of a driveway or private road being closer than 5 feet from the lot line.

2. A copy of the letter shall be forwarded to the Vilas County Zoning Office to be kept on file.
3. A drive way may be allowed to straddle lot lines on a new subdivision provided an easement and a

maintenance agreement for the driveway straddling lot lines be filed with the subdivision and
recorded with the Register of Deeds.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article VII Section 7.3 A. effective 6-1-21)
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ARTICLE VIII:  NONCONFORMING USES, STRUCTURES AND LOTS
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article VIII Heading effective 5-11-05)

Introduction and Explanation:  Article VIII contains rules pertaining to uses, structures and lots which
existed before the effective date of this ordinance which may not be in full compliance with the provisions of
this ordinance. The practice of accepting nonconforming uses, dwellings, non-conforming trade and industry
and nonconforming lots is commonly referred to as "grandfathering" or accepting under a "grandfather
clause." Nonconforming uses, dwellings, trade and industry existing at the time of the adoption of this
ordinance are permitted to continue. Nonconforming lots existing at the time of the adoption of this
ordinance may generally be constructed upon, providing minimum requirements are met.

8.1 GENERAL LIMITATIONS ON NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES OR USE:
When any structure, or the use of any structure or premise, has become nonconforming as defined in Article
XI of the Ordinance, such nonconformity may continue subject to the following limitations:
A. A non-conforming use shall not be changed to another nonconforming use. There shall be no structural

alterations, additions or major repairs made to a nonconforming structure until a zoning permit has been
issued.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article VIII Section 8.1 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Structures which existed before the effective date of this ordinance which may not be in full compliance
with the provisions of this ordinance may be reconstructed or repaired to the size, footprint, location and
use it had immediately prior to repair or reconstruction. Any additions shall conform to current ordinance
language. In addition, the septic system servicing the structure or use will be brought up to code in
compliance with Vilas County Private Sewage System Ordinance Chapter 15, SPS 383, Wisconsin
Administrative Code and a county zoning permit has been issued.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article VIII Section 8.1 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. A nonconforming structure and or existing use may be expanded, provided the expansion does not
encroach into any required side or rear yard setback(s) beyond any existing encroachment and it meets
all other current zoning requirements. In addition, the septic system serving the structure or use will be
brought up to code in compliance with SPS 383, Wisconsin Administrative Code and a county zoning
permit has been issued.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article VIII Section 8.1 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Where an expansion of a nonconforming structure is proposed which will encroach into a minimum
setback(s), not covered by C. above, the granting of a variance by the Board of Adjustment and the
issuance of a zoning permit shall be required.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article VIII Section 8.1 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. If a structure or use nonconforming to this ordinance is discontinued for twelve (12) consecutive months
any further use of the structure or premises shall conform to this ordinance with the exception of those
structures or properties in probate, foreclosure or other form of litigation, or on the market.

F. Septage effluent, waste disposal or any other use found not in compliance with County, State or Federal
law shall not be permitted to continue as a nonconforming use, and upon written notice to the property
owner(s) shall be corrected within thirty (30) days of receiving such notice.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article VIII Section 8.1 F. effective 6-1-21)

8.2 GENERAL LIMITATIONS OF NONCONFORMING LOTS.
Nothing in this Ordinance will prohibit the lawful use of a sub-standard sized lot for the erection of a
structure that can conform to the minimum setback(s), requirements of this Zoning Ordinance, provided the
lot was described and recorded in the Vilas County Register of Deed's office or Vilas County Surveyor’s
office prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.  Any deviation from the setback(s) requirements shall
require issuance of a variance by the Board of Adjustment as provided in Article X of this Ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-199, Section 8.2 effective 5-11-05)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article VIII Section 8.2 effective 6-1-21)
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8.3 EXISTING LOTS.
A. Existing lots are defined as follows:

1. All lots recorded or filed with the Vilas County Register of Deeds office prior to the enactment of
this ordinance.

2. All lots created prior to the Vilas County Subdivision Control Ordinance and on file in the Vilas
County Surveyor’s Office prior to the enactment of this ordinance.

3. All single lots and splits created where Vilas County Planning and Zoning approval was not
required, but the lots meet the minimum standards set forth in the Vilas County Subdivision Control
Ordinance at the date on which they were created, and the map is filed in the Vilas County
Surveyor’s Office prior to the enactment of this ordinance.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article VIII Section 8.3 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Existing lots are subject to the requirements in Section 8.1.
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article VIII Section 8.3 B. added effective 5-11-05)
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ARTICLE IX:  ADMINISTRATION

Introduction and Explanation:  Article IX describes how the Ordinances are administered and enforced.  This
Article creates and defines the Vilas County Zoning Administrator's Office.  The Administrator is a county
officer who advises citizens and landowners of their rights and obligations under these Ordinances, who
supervises Zoning Staff, Deputy Zoning Administrators in issuing permits and making inspections to
determine compliance with these Ordinances. They can issue compliance orders and recommend actions to
obtain compliance with the Ordinances.  The Administrator acts under authority delegated by County Board.
Zoning Permits may be obtained from the Vilas County Zoning Department. Zoning Administrator, Assistant
Zoning Administrator or Deputy may issue Zoning Permits, when the use is listed in the Ordinances as a
permitted use and all other ordinance requirements are met. Conditional Use Permit applications must be
decided upon by the Zoning Committee.  Zoning Text Amendments and Re-zonings must be approved by the
County Board after review and recommendation by the Zoning Committee.  Variances and Appeals of
Administrative Decisions must be decided upon by the Board of Adjustment under procedures described in
Article X of this Ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Administration effective 6-1-21)

9.1 CREATION OF THE ZONING COMMITTEE.
The Zoning Committee shall be created and constituted by the County Board as provided in Section 59.69 of
the Wisconsin Statutes.  The Zoning Committee shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

A. Supervise the administration of the Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance and all other Ordinances
administrated by the Vilas County Zoning Office as approved by the County Board.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.1 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. To hold public hearings and decide upon the issuance of Conditional Use Permits.

C. To hold public hearings on all proposed Ordinance Amendments administrated by the Vilas County
Zoning Office and to make recommendations on such Amendments to the County Board.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.1 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Assume responsibility for the office of County Zoning and Planning.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.1 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. To perform other such duties in connection with zoning or land use planning as may be delegated to it by
the County Board.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.1 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Supervise a County Zoning Administrator and staff as may be approved by the County Board, and
prescribe their duties and activities and have full direction and supervision thereof.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.1 F. effective 6-1-21)

9.2 OFFICE OF THE ZONING & PLANNING ADMINISTRATOR.
There is hereby created the office of the Zoning & Planning Administrator, hereafter referred to as Zoning
Administrator.  The Zoning Administrator and all other Zoning personnel shall be approved by the rules set
forth by Vilas County. The Zoning Administrator shall perform duties under guidelines and supervision of
the Zoning Committee.  The duties and responsibilities of the Zoning Administrator shall include:
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.2 Office of the Zoning & Planning Administrator effective 6-1-21)

A. Administer the provisions of the Vilas County Zoning Ordinances and assist in preparing them.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.2 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Aide in issuance of Zoning Permits as provided in this Ordinance.

C. Keep records of all permits issued, inspections made, work approved and other official actions.
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D. Determine questions of the exact location of district boundaries.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.2 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Supervise the staff of the Zoning Department subject to guidelines set forth by the Zoning Committee.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.2 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Serve as staff to the Zoning Committee.  In this capacity the Zoning Administrator may present staff
reports on all applications for Zoning Amendments, Conditional Use Permits, and other matters requiring
Zoning Committee action.

9.3 RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR ISSUANCE OF A ZONING PERMIT.
A. No new building or structure, having a permanent or temporary location on the ground, shall hereafter be

erected, and no existing building or structure shall be added to in a manner altering its exterior
dimensions, moved, demolished or changed in use until a zoning permit has been issued.
Exceptions to this requirement are:
1. Public telephone and electrical service equipment as sited in Section 3.2, E, of this Ordinance.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.3 A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Application for Zoning Permit must contain the following:
1. Property owner’s name and address;
2. Actual property address, (if applicable);
3. Computer number;
4. Legal description of the parcel;
5. Size and location of the structure to be erected or moved, (on or off), or relocated, on the property;
6. Proposed use of the building or premises;
7. Type of construction and any other applicable information;
8. Sanitary permit number.
9. The permit application shall be accompanied with the appropriate fee.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.3 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. The Zoning Administrator or their designee may require:
1. A scale drawing of the premises, showing the dimensions of the lot or parcel;
2. Dimensions of the proposed structure, the distance in feet from the abutting street or highway, side

and rear lot line
3. Size and location of any existing structures and any other information deemed necessary.
4. Compliance with the Vilas County Private Sewage System Ordinance;
5. Vilas County Subdivision Control Ordinance;
6. Vilas County Shoreland Ordinance;
7. Vilas County Trunk Highway Access Control Regulations or any other Federal, State, County or

Town requirements as a condition precedent to the issuance of a Zoning Permit.
8. Any additional information necessary to decide upon the issuance of a Zoning Permit including

proof of State approval for buildings of public use.
9. The Zoning Administrator or their designee shall not be responsible for determining the location of

lot lines and may require the applicant to furnish a land survey of such lines.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.3 C. effective 6-1-21)

D. The application shall be signed by the owner, when submitted electronically, an electronic or scanned
signature will be accepted.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.3 D. effective 6-1-21)
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E. Coincident with the issuing of a Zoning Permit the Zoning Administrator or designated employee shall
prepare a card, certifying a permit has been issued.  This card shall bear the same number as the permit
and identify the construction and premises covered by the permit.  This card shall be posted in a
conspicuous place on the premises during the construction, and no construction shall begin until this card
has been posted.  For purposes of this Ordinance, start of construction shall be when any earth disturbing
activity takes place that will lead to the installation of footings, piers, posts, pilings or foundations.  Earth
disturbing activity for the purpose of soil evaluation testing shall not be considered the start of
construction.

F. Any permit obtained through material misrepresentation on the permit application shall be null and void
immediately upon discovery.  Any corrections, anticipated changes, or other amendments to the original
permit will require approval by the Zoning Administrator or designated employee prior to starting
construction.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Section 9.3(F) effective 5-11-05)

G. A permit issued pursuant to the provisions of this section shall expire one year from the date of issuance
if construction is not started within that time.  Such a permit will expire if construction, once started,
does not diligently proceed to completion within two years of starting time. Zoning Permits may be
renewed one time after issuance.  A new Zoning Permit must be obtained after one renewal and any and
all new Zoning requirements shall be met.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.3 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. No Zoning Permit, Conditional Use, Re-zone, Subdivision, or Variance shall be issued or considered
when requested, if a violation of any regulation enforced by Vilas County Zoning exists on the property,
unless the above listed items requested is necessary to correct the violation.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.3 H. effective 6-1-21)

I. Temporary Permit. A temporary permit may be issued owing to unforeseen circumstances arising, or
under special conditions whereby a regular zoning permit cannot be secured and/or is not applicable,
such as the following, but not limited thereto:
1. For the storage of chattel on a County highway right-of-way.
2. For any temporary structures or uses inadvertently omitted from this Ordinance.
3. For the parking of a mobile home or other form of habitation structure during the construction of a

dwelling provided the temporary structure is located on the same lot where a zoning permit has been
issued for the dwelling under construction and the structure's waste water and sewage enters the
septic system that will serve the dwelling.

4. In order to accommodate individuals in emergency situations.
5. Provided the uses are allowed in the district and do not conflict with existing legal uses on or around

the affected lot.
History: (Amendment #85-141, Article IX Section 9.3(B) effective 11-8-99)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.3 I. effective 6-1-21)

9.4 RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR ISSUANCE OF CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS.
A. A Conditional Use Permit request is as follows:

1. Any person, firm, corporation, organization having a freehold interest, a possessory interest entitled
to exclusive possession, or a contractual interest, which is specifically enforceable in the land for
which a Conditional Use Permit is sought, may file an application to use such land for one or more
of the conditional uses provided for in this Ordinance provided the use is one which is conditionally
permitted by the Zoning Ordinance in the zoning district where the parcel is located.

B. Conditional Use Permit Review Process:
1. Application for Conditional Use Permit:  An application for a Conditional Use Permit shall be filed

with the Zoning Administrator on a form prescribed by the Zoning Administrator.  The Conditional
Use application shall be accompanied by plans and other information as may be prescribed by the
Zoning Administrator, Assistant Zoning Administrator, or the Zoning Committee.
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C. Town Recommendation:
1. The Committee shall seek an advisory recommendation from the town board prior to the date of the

public hearing of the town in which the proposed conditional use is located.
2. A written and electronic notice of application and public hearing shall be sent at least 10 days prior

to the date of the public hearing to the clerk of the town where the proposed conditional use is
located.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.4.C. effective 6-1-21)

D. Hearing an Application:
1. Upon receipt of the application, the Zoning Committee shall hold a public hearing on each

application for Conditional Use Permit at such time and place as shall be established by the Vilas
County Zoning Office.

2. The hearing shall be conducted and a record of the proceedings preserved in such a manner and
according to such procedures as the Zoning Committee shall, by rule, prescribed from time to time.
a. The Chairperson, or the Chairperson's designee, may administer oaths and compel the attendance

of witnesses.
3. Notice of public hearing shall be given by publication as a Class 2 notice as provided for in section

985 of the Wisconsin Statutes.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.4 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. Basis of Approval:
1. Applicant for a Conditional Use Permit meets or agrees to meet all of requirements and conditions

specified in this Ordinance and all other governing ordinances, statutes and regulations, and those
conditions imposed by the Zoning Committee, the Committee shall grant the conditional use permit.

2. Any condition imposed must be related to the purpose of the Ordinance and be based on substantial
evidence.

3. The burden of proof is on an applicant that the application and all requirements and conditions
established by the County relating to the conditional use are or shall be satisfied.

4. The Zoning Committee’s decision to approve or deny a Conditional Use Permit application must be
supported by substantial evidence.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.4 E. effective 6-1-21)

F. Standards:  A Conditional Use Permit shall not be granted by the Zoning Committee unless such
Committee shall find that all of the following conditions are present:
1. The establishment, maintenance, or operation of the conditional use will not be detrimental or

endanger the public health, safety, comfort, or general welfare.
2. The uses, values and enjoyment of property in the neighborhood for purposes already permitted shall

not be substantially impaired, diminished and it will not impede the normal development and
improvement of the surrounding property for uses permitted in the district.

3. That adequate utilities, lighting, stormwater management plan, and necessary site improvements
have or will be provided.

4. Measures have or will be taken to provide ingress and egress, designed to minimize traffic
congestion in the public streets.

5. The conditional use shall conform to all applicable regulations of the district in which it is located.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.4 F. effective 6-1-21)

G. Conditions and Guarantees:
1. Prior to the granting of a Conditional Use Permit, the Zoning Committee may stipulate such

conditions and restrictions upon the establishment as to; location, construction, maintenance, and
operation of the conditional use as deemed necessary to promote the public health, safety, and
general welfare of the community, to secure compliance with the standards and requirements
specified in subsection 9.4 D above.

2. In all cases in which conditional uses are granted; the committee shall require such evidence and
guarantees as it may deem necessary as proof that the conditions stipulated in connection therewith
are being and will be complied with.
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3. Once a conditional use permit is granted, additional permit(s) including but not limited to sanitary,
zoning, shoreland alteration and etc. may be required.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.4 G. effective 6-1-21)

H. A Denied Conditional Use Permit (2 Options):
1. Appeal from Action by Zoning Committee:

A decision of the Zoning Committee may be appealed to Circuit Court by a person aggrieved by the
decision of the Zoning Committee, or a taxpayer, or any officer, department, board or bureau of the
municipality, may within 30 days after the filing of the decision, commence an action seeking the
remedy available by certiorari in accordance with Wisconsin Statutes 59.69(5e).

2. Intermediate Appeal from Action by Zoning Committee:
A decision of the Zoning Committee may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment by the applicant
for the Conditional Use Permit or by the owners of 50 percent or more of the property within 300
feet of the parcel affected.  Such appeal must specify the grounds thereof in respect to the findings of
the Zoning Committee and must be filed with the Board of Adjustment within 30 days of the final
action of the Zoning Committee.  The Board of Adjustment shall fix a reasonable time for the
hearing of the appeal, and give public notice thereof as well as due notice to the parties in interest,
and decide the same within a reasonable time.  The action of the Zoning Committee shall be deemed
just and equitable unless the Board of Adjustment by a favorable vote reverses or modifies the action
of the Zoning Committee.
Note: An Ordinance providing for an intermediate appeal should still be acceptable under an
argument that if the applicant succeeds in the appeal it saves the time and expense of having to bring
a lawsuit in a court of law.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.4 H. effective 6-1-21)

I. Effect of Denial of Application:
1. No application for a Conditional Use which has been denied wholly or in part by the Zoning

Committee shall be resubmitted for a period of one year from the date of said denial, except on the
grounds of new evidence or proof of change of conditions found to be valid by the Zoning
Committee.

2. In any case, where a Conditional Use Permit, issued under this Ordinance, has not been instituted or
construction begun within one year of the date of approval, shall be null and void without further
action by the Zoning Committee.

J. Revocation of a Conditional Use Permit:
1. If the Zoning Committee finds that the standards and the conditions stipulated in a Conditional Use

Permit are not being complied with, the Committee, after a public hearing, may revoke the
Conditional Use Permit.

2. Appeals from the action of the Zoning Committee may be as provided above in Subsection 9.4, G.

K. Ceased Conditional Uses:
A Conditional Use Permit for any use which has been ceased for a period of one year will be deemed to
have been terminated and any future use shall be in conformity with these Ordinances.

9.5 RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR RECOMMENDING AMENDMENTS IN THE
ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT OR ZONING MAP.

A. The County Board of Vilas County may alter, supplement, or change the boundaries and regulations
contained in this Ordinance in the manner provided by Section 59.69 of the Wisconsin Statutes.

B. Petitions for amendments of the Zoning Ordinance text or map may be made by any property owner in
the area to be affected by the amendment, by the Town Board, by any member of the County Board or by
the Zoning Committee.  Forms for submitting petitions are provided by the Zoning Administrator.

C. Completed petition forms are filed with the County Clerk who shall immediately refer the petition to the
Zoning Committee.
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D. Upon receipt of the petition the Zoning Committee shall schedule a public hearing thereon.  Notice of the
time and place of such hearing shall be given by publication of Class 2 Notice as provided under Section
985 of the Wisconsin Statutes.  A copy of such notice shall be mailed by registered certified mail to the
Town Clerk for each town affected by the proposed amendment at least 10 days prior to the date of such
hearing.  In the case of a proposed change in zoning district boundaries a copy of such notice shall also
be sent to the local County Board Supervisor.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.5 D. effective 6-1-21)

E. As soon as possible after the public hearing, the Zoning Committee shall act on the petition either
recommending approval, modification, or disapproval.  If its action is favorable to granting the requested
change or any modification thereof, it shall cause an Ordinance to be drafted effectuating its
determination and shall submit such proposed Ordinance directly to the County Board with its
recommendation.  If the Zoning Committee recommends denial of the petition it shall report its
recommendations directly to the County Board with its reasons for such action.

F. Upon receipt of the recommendation of the Zoning Committee the County Board may adopt, modify, or
deny the petition.  Actions of the County Board are subject to protest or town veto as provided in Section
59.69 of the Wisconsin Statutes, with the exception of those changes relative to shorelands per
Wisconsin Statute 59.692(2)(a).

G. The office of the Zoning Administrator shall submit copies of all shoreland amendments to the
Department of Natural Resources for any required approval.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.5 G. effective 6-1-21)

9.6 ENFORCEMENT.
A. Violations and Penalties:

1. Any violation of the terms of this Ordinance not corrected on the written order of the Zoning
Department within the time specified shall be referred to the Zoning & Planning Administrator who
shall determine the further action to be taken.

2. The violation of any condition attached by the Zoning & Planning Department to a Zoning Permit
approval shall constitute a violation of this Ordinance.

3. Penalties:
a. Penalty:  Any person, firm, corporation or entity including those doing work for others, who

violates any of provisions of this Ordinance shall be subject to a forfeiture of $100.00 for the
first violation, $250.00 for the second violation, and $500.00 for all subsequent violations of this
Ordinance, plus cost of prosecution. Each day a violation exists shall constitute a distinct and
separate violation of this Ordinance and as such, forfeitures shall apply accordingly.  The Zoning
Department shall refer violations to the Corporation Counsel who shall prosecute violations.

b. Injunction:  As a substitute for or in addition to forfeiture actions, the Corporation Counsel may,
on behalf of the County, seek enforcement of any or all parts of this Ordinance by a court action
seeking injunctive relief.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.6. A. effective 6-1-21)

B. Property Owners and Agents.
It shall be the responsibility of the property owners and their agents or other persons acting on their
behalf including builders and contractors to comply with the terms of this ordinance.  Any person failing
to comply with this Ordinance is subject to enforcement under Article 9.6 A.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.6 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. Governmental Bodies.
Unless specifically exempted by law, all cities, villages, towns, and counties are required to comply with
this Ordinance and obtain all necessary permits. Unless specifically exempted by law, state agencies are
required to comply if Wis. Stats. 13.48(13) applies.  Unless specifically exempted by law, federal
agencies are required to comply with this ordinance.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article IX Section 9.6 C. effective 6-1-21)
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D. Suspension of Permit:
Whenever the Zoning Administrator, Assistant Zoning Administrator or Deputy Zoning Administrator,
determines there are reasonable grounds for believing there is a violation of any provision of this
Ordinance, the Zoning Administrator, Assistant Zoning Administrator or Deputy Zoning Administrator
shall give notice to the owner of record as hereinafter provided.  Such notice shall be in writing and shall
include a statement of the reason for the suspension of the permit.  It shall allow 30 days for the
performance of any act it requires.  If work cannot be completed in the 30-day period, an extension may
be granted if reason of hardship prevails and can be verified.  Such notice or order shall be deemed to
have been properly served upon such owner or agent when a copy thereof has been sent by registered
mail to owner's last known address or when the owner has been served by such notice by any method
authorized by the laws of Wisconsin. The owner of record has the right to appeal any decision by the
Zoning Administrator, Assistant Zoning Administrator or Deputy Zoning Administrator or apply to the
Vilas County Board of Adjustment for a Variance from the strict rule of the Ordinance within 30 days of
receipt of a notice or order.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Article IX Section 9.6(D) effective 5-11-05)

E. Emergency Conditions:
Whenever the Zoning Administrator finds that an emergency exists such as sudden, unexpected
occurrences or combinations thereof, unforeseen conditions or circumstances at the time beyond one's
control, adverse weather conditions, meeting a timetable which requires immediate action to protect the
public health, safety and welfare, the Administrator may, without notice or hearing, issue an order citing
the existence of such emergency and may require that such action be taken as may be deemed necessary
to meet the emergency.  The Administrator shall notify the Chairperson of the Zoning Committee within
24 hours of such situations.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Ordinance such order shall
become effective immediately.  Any person to whom such order is directed shall comply therewith
immediately.  Appeals or challenges to emergency orders may be brought after emergency conditions
have ceased, to the Board of Adjustment.

History: (Amendment #85-141, Article IX Section 9.6 (E) effective 11-8-99)

9.7 NOTIFICATION TO WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES.
Written notice shall be given to the appropriate district office of the Department of Natural Resources at least
10 days prior to hearings on proposed variances, conditional uses, appeals for map or text interpretations, and
map or text amendments, and submission shall be made to the same office of copies of decisions on
variances, conditional uses, appeals for map or text interpretations, and map or text amendments within 10
days after they are granted or denied.
History: (Amendment #85-141, Article IX Section 9.7 effective 11-8-99)
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ARTICLE X: BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Introduction and Explanation:  This Article describes the Board of Adjustment.  This five (5) member Board
has powers directly granted to it by the State Legislature.  The statutory duties of the Board are to hear and
decide appeals from decisions of the Administrator Assistant Zoning Administrator or Deputies and to
consider variances from the strict requirements of the Ordinances where a unique hardship exists and where a
waiver of the strict rule of the Ordinance can be granted without destroying the purpose and intent of the
Ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article X Introduction effective 5-11-05)

10.1 CREATION OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:
A Board of Adjustment is hereby created as authorized by the applicable Wisconsin Statute, section 59.694.
A. The Board of Adjustment shall consist of five (5) members who shall be appointed by the Vilas County

Board Chairperson and approved by the County Board for terms of three (3) years. Alternates shall be
designated by the County Board as the first alternate and second alternate, pursuant to WI. Stat.
59.694(2),(bm).

B. The Board of Adjustment may choose its own chairperson.

C. The County Board may employ a secretary to provide supplies and office space to assist them in the
administration of their duties, and may pay the actual and necessary expenses incurred by the Board in
the performance of its duties.

D. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term of any member whose term becomes vacant.
History: (Amendment #85-199, Section 10.1 effective 5-11-05)

10.2 JURISDICTION AND AUTHORITY:
A Board of Adjustment shall have the following powers:
A. To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement, decision or

determination made by an administrative official in the enforcement of s. 59.69 or of any Ordinance
adopted pursuant thereto.

B. To hear and decide appeals of Conditional Use decisions by the Zoning Committee if   9.4, G.2.
Intermediate Appeal from Action by Zoning Committee applies.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article X Section 10.2 B. effective 6-1-21)

C. To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variances from the terms of the Ordinance as will not be
contrary to the public interest, where, owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the provisions
of the Ordinance will result in unnecessary hardship, and so that the spirit of the Ordinance shall be
observed and substantial justice done.

10.3 MEETINGS AND RULES:
Meetings of the Board of Adjustment shall be held at the call of the Chairperson and at such other times as
the Board may determine.  The Chairperson, or in the Chairperson's absence, the Acting Chairman may
administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses.  All meetings of said Board shall be open to the
public.  The Board's secretary shall keep a written record of the outcome of the vote of each member on each
question and shall keep records of its examinations and other official actions, all of which shall be
immediately filed in the office of the Board of Adjustment and shall be a public record.  Any person may
appear and testify at the hearing either in person or by duly authorized agent or attorney.  The Board of
Adjustment shall adopt further rules as necessary to carry into effect the regulations of the County Board,
which are not in conflict with the Wisconsin Statutes.



VILAS COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE

Amended May 25, 2021
60

10.4 PROCEDURES FOR HEARING APPEALS:
A. Filing Appeals:  Appeals to the Board of Adjustment may be taken by any person aggrieved or by any

officer, department, board or bureau of Vilas County affected by a decision of the office of the Zoning
Administrator, Assistant Zoning Administrator or designated Deputies.  Such appeal shall be taken
within a reasonable time, as provided by the rules of the Board, by filing with the secretary to the Board
of Adjustment a notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof.  Upon filing of an appeal, the Zoning
Administrator shall transmit to the Board all of the paper constituting the record upon which the action
appealed from was taken.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Section 10.4(A) effective 5-11-05)

B. Stay of Proceedings:  An appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from
unless the Zoning Administrator certifies to the Board of Adjustment that such a stay would cause
imminent peril to life or property.  In such case proceedings shall not be stayed other than by a
restraining order, which may be granted by the Board of Adjustment or by a court of law.

C. Notice of Hearing:  The Board of Adjustment shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of the appeal.
Notice of time, place and purpose of such hearing shall be given by publication as a Class 2 Notice as
provided for in section 985 of the Wisconsin Statutes.  Notice of time, place and purpose of such hearing
shall also be given to the applicant or appellant, Zoning Administrator, Town Clerk and the County
Board Supervisor for the district in which the property is located.  If the appeal involves area subject to
the Shoreland Ordinance or within a 100-year flood plain, notice of the public hearing and a copy of the
Board's decision shall be provided to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources district office.

D. Findings of the Board:  The Board of Adjustment, upon its findings, shall render a decision on the appeal
within a reasonable time.  The Board, upon the majority vote, may reverse, affirm, or modify the order,
requirement, decision or determination appealed from and may make such order, requirement, decision
or determination as ought to be made, and to that end shall have all the powers of the officer from whom
the appeal is taken.  All decisions and findings of the Board of Adjustment on appeal shall in all
instances be final administrative determination and shall thereafter be only subject to review by a court
of law upon the filing of a writ of certiorari within 30 days of the Board's decision.

10.5 PROCEDURE FOR HEARING VARIANCE REQUESTS:
A. Application for Variance:  An application for variance may be filed by a property owner or owner's agent

with the Board of Adjustment, on forms provided by the County.

B. Notice of Hearing:  The Board of Adjustment shall fix a reasonable time for hearing variance requests.
Notice of time, place and purpose of such hearing shall be given by publication as a Class 2 Notice as
provided in section 985 of the Wisconsin Statutes.  Notice of time, place and purpose of such hearing
shall also be given to the applicant or appellant, Zoning Administrator, Town Clerk and the County
Board Supervisor for the district in which the property is located.  If the variance request involves area
subject to the Shoreland Ordinance or within 100-year flood plain notice of the public hearing and of the
Board's decision shall be provided to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources district office.

C. Findings of the Board:  The Board of Adjustment, upon its findings, shall render a decision on the
variance request within a reasonable time.  A Board decision requires a majority vote.  All decisions and
findings of the Board of Adjustment on variance requests shall in all instances be final administrative
determinations and shall thereafter be only subject to review by a court of law.

D. Standards for Variances:  The Board of Adjustment may authorize such variances from the terms of the
Ordinance to dimensional standards which will not be contrary to the public interest, where, owing to
special conditions a literal enforcement of the Ordinance will result in unnecessary hardship, and so that
the spirit of the Ordinance shall be observed and substantial justice done.  The Board of Adjustment shall
use the following guidelines in interpreting this standard:
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1. The particular physical surroundings shape or topographic conditions of the specific property
involved could result in a particular hardship upon the owner as distinguished from a mere
inconvenience if the strict letter of the regulation were to be carried out.

2. The conditions upon which the application for a variance is based would not be applicable generally
to other property within the same zoning classification.

3. The purpose of the variance is not based exclusively on a desire for economic or material gain by the
applicant or owner.

4. The alleged difficulty or hardship is caused by this Ordinance and has not been created by any
person presently having an interest in the property.

5. The granting of a variance will not be detrimental to the welfare or injurious to other property or
improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is located.

6. The proposed variance will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property,
substantially increase the congestion in the public streets, increase the danger of fire or otherwise
endanger the public health, safety and welfare or substantially diminish or impair property value in
the neighborhood.

7. No variance shall have the effect of allowing, in any district, uses not permitted in that district. The
Board of Adjustment may impose such conditions and restrictions upon the premises benefited by
the variance as may be necessary to comply with the above standards and to better carry out the
general intent of this Ordinance.

E. Length of Validity:  No order of the Board of Adjustment granting such variance shall be valid for longer
than one year from the date of such order unless a Zoning Permit is obtained within such period and the
erection or alteration of the building is started or the use commenced.

F. Standards for Variances Act 67
1. A variance granted under this Section, after April 5, 2012, shall be deemed expired if the land use or

development so approved has not obviously and substantially commenced and completed within two
years of the date on which the variance was granted.

2.  A variance granted and completed in compliance with this Ordinance runs with the land.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article X Section 10.5 F. effective 6-1-21)
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ARTICLE XI:  DEFINITIONS

Introduction and Explanation:  Article XI contains brief definitions of key words and phrases used throughout
the Ordinance.  For the purpose, intent, understanding and clarification of this Ordinance the following
definitions shall apply.  In the instance where a word is not defined, the latest edition of Webster's Unabridged
Dictionary shall be used to define a word.

1. Accessory:  A subordinate non-habitable, detached building which; is clearly incidental to, and customarily
found in connection with, the principal structure to which it is related, and which is located on the same
lot as the principal structure.

2. Adult Use: A type of use having its business distinguished or characterized by their emphasis on matters
depicting, describing or related to specific sexual activities or specified anatomical areas for adult patrons.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 2. New effective 6-1-21)

3. Agriculture:  For purposes of enforcement of this Ordinance agricultural use includes, but is not limited
to, beekeeping, commercial feedlots, dairying, egg production, floriculture, fish and fur farming, forest
and game management, grazing, livestock raising, orchards, plant greenhouses and nurseries, poultry
raising, raising of grain, grass, mint and seed crops, raising of fruits, nuts and berries, sod farming and
vegetable raising.

4. Antenna:  See Structure.

5. Arterial Street:  A public street or highway used or intended to be used primarily for fast or heavy through
traffic.  Arterial streets and highways shall include freeways and expressways as well as arterial streets,
highways and parkways.

6. Automobile Salvage Yard:  Any area of land where two or more unlicensed vehicles, and/or accumulation
of parts thereof, are stored in the open and are not being restored to operation; or any land, building, or
structure used for the wrecking or storing of such motor vehicles.

7. Automobile Service Station:  Any building or premises, which sells gasoline, oil and related products to
the motoring public.  This shall include repairs, washing and lubrication, but shall not include body work,
painting or dismantling.

8. Backland:  Any land located greater than 200 feet back from the ordinary high-water mark of a navigable
body of water.

9. Back Lots:  Lots which do not front on a navigable body of water or which do not have 50 percent or more
of their total area within 200 feet of a navigable body of water.

10. Basement:  A story partly or wholly underground which, if occupied for living purposes shall be counted
as a story.

11. Bed and Breakfast:  Any place of lodging that provides four or less rooms for rent to transient guests,
within owner’s personal residence, and licensed by the State of Wisconsin, and the only meal served is
breakfast.

12. Boarding House: A building other than a hotel where meals or lodging and meals are furnished for
compensation for three (3) or more persons not members of a family, not open to daily transients as a hotel
or restaurant.

13. Boathouse:  A structure located on a lot and used for protecting or storing boats, marine motors, fishing
and boating paraphernalia, and/or other water related equipment.

History: (Amendment #85-177, Article XI effective 11-12-02)



VILAS COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE

Amended May 25, 2021
64

14. Body Shop:  A business for the repair of automobile and other motor vehicle bodies.

15. Building:  Any structure which is built for the support, shelter or enclosure of persons, animals or personal
property of any kind and which is permanently affixed to the land.  For purposes of enforcement, a building
shall be considered to include the building and all its appendages.

History: (Amendment #85-230, Article XI effective 11-25-09)

16. Building Area:  The specified portion of a lot which; meets all of the yard and setback requirements of this
Ordinance and other applicable Ordinances and regulations.

17. Building Height:  The vertical distance, measured from the mean elevation of the finished grade along the
front of the building to the highest point on the roof or flat roofs; to the mean height level between the
eaves and the ridge for gable and hip roofs; to the deck line for mansard roofs. (See article III)

18. Building Setback Line:  A line measured across the width of the lot at that point where the main structure,
including any overhang, is in accordance with setback provisions.

19. Bulkhead Line:  A shoreline legislatively established by the municipal ordinance under section 30.11,
Wisconsin Statutes, and approved by the Department of Natural Resources.

20. Campground means any of the following:  Primitive Campground means two or more sites owned by a
person, state or local government designated, maintained, intended or used for the purpose of supplying a
location for overnight camping where locations are accessible by canoe, boat or by hiking, but not by
campers' motor vehicles.  Such areas open to the public and designated as usable by the public as primitive
campground areas may be set aside for free or pay camping purposes.
a. Developed campground and camping resort means any parcel or tract of land of five acres or more,

containing two or more sites, and owned by a person, state or local government accessible by
automobile, or other engine driven vehicle designed, maintained, intended or used for the purpose of
supplying accommodations for overnight use, open to the public and designated as a developed camp
area and set aside for free or paying camping purposes.

b. Walk-in Camp means a facility equivalent to a developed campground or camping resort of two or
more sites except that it is not accessible by campers' motor driven vehicles.

21. Camping Unit: A structure, including a tent, camping cabin, yurt, recreational vehicle, bus, van, or pickup
truck or a tree house without plumbing or electric. (Camping cabin max size 400 square feet in a
campground.)

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 21. New effective 6-1-21)

22. Campsite:  A designated area within a campground, which is designed as a site by an individual, family
unit or group using a camping unit.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 22. effective 6-1-21)

23. Community Based Residential Facilities, (CBRF): Community-based residential facility" means a place
where 5 or more adults who are not related to the operator or administrator and who do not require care
above intermediate level nursing care reside and receive care, treatment or services that are above the
level of room and board but that include no more than 3 hours of nursing care per week per resident. See
Wis. Stats. 50.01 (1g) for further definition).

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 23. New effective 6-1-21)

24. Club:  An association of persons organized for a common purpose but not including any group organized
primarily to render a source, which is customarily carried on as a business.

25. Clubhouse: A structure occupied by a club or used for club activities.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 25. New effective 6-1-21)
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26. Communal:  Two or more.

27. (CAFO’s) Concentrated Animal-Feeding Operations: Have a combined meaning with (AFOs) Animal
Feeding Operations
AFO’S
a. Animals are kept and raised in confined situations.
b. Feed, waste, animals and production operations on a small land area.
c. Animals confined at least 45 days in a 12-month period.
d. No grass or other vegetation in the confinement area.
CAFO’s
a. AFOs that meet EPA regulatory definitions: number of animals; waste handling.
b. Have a 200-day manure storage capacity.
c. Meet all DNR and EPA requirements.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 27. New effective 6-1-21)

28. Commercial: Occupied with or engaged in commerce or work intended for commerce.
a. Commerce, the buying and selling of goods, retail.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 28. New effective 6-1-21)

29. Commercial Property: Property used for retail or trade.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 29. New effective 6-1-21)

30. Commercial Services: A use comparable to retail, the buying and sale of goods and services.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 30. New effective 6-1-21)

31. Condominium:  A building, a part of a building, or a group of buildings, including associated land, jointly
owned and operated under Chapter 703 of the State of Wisconsin for the mutual protection and benefit of
an association of owners.  The operations of a condominium unit are described in a condominium
declaration.

32. Condominium Conversion:  A parcel of land with an existing structure or structures converted to a
condominium form of ownership.

33. Condominium, Expandable:  A condominium to which additional units or property may be added.

34. Conditional Uses:  Certain land uses which are specifically mentioned in this Ordinance, which may have
impacts dependent upon specific circumstances.  Conditional uses as specified in this Ordinance require
issuance of Conditional Use Permits approved by the Vilas County Zoning Committee

35. Contiguous:  Touching, meeting or joining at the surface, close together, bordering or adjoining, as two
contiguous bodies, houses or countries. Actual contact of bodies, a touching, a continuity, in a manner to
touch without intervening space, a state of contact close union of surfaces or borders.

36. Convenience Bathroom: a bathroom located inside a non-habitable structure which consists of a toilet and
a sink only, with no provisions for bathing or showering. No convenience bathrooms are allowed on lots
without a principal structure.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 36. New effective 6-1-21)

37. Days:  For enforcement purposes, a day is any portion of a 24-hour period commencing at 12-midnight.

38. Deck:  A structure attached or adjacent to a dwelling, or anything with form, shape or utility made of posts,
beams, joists, a wooden floor joined together in order to create an elevated surface area.

History: (Amendment #85-230, Article XI, effective 11-25-09)
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39. Density: The number of buildings/structures located within a specific land area, expressed as the number
of units per acre(s) or square feet.  For the purpose of this Ordinance, minimum density required or
maximum density allowed is calculated based on gross acreage of parcel(s).  Existing
buildings/structures within the parcel are included in the calculation.  Type & size of structure is
determined by district and impervious surface requirements.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 39. New effective 6-1-21)

40. Development:  Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not linked to
the construction of buildings, structures or accessory structures; the construction of additions or substantial
alterations to buildings, structures or accessory structures; the placement of mobile homes; ditching,
lagooning, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations, and the deposition or
extraction of earthen materials.

41. Drainage System:  One or more artificial ditches, tile drains or similar devices, which collect surface runoff
or groundwater and convey it to a point of discharge.

42. Driveway: A private road which provides access to a lot, or to a use located on a lot, from a public way.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 42. New effective 6-1-21)

43. Dwelling: A structure or place of shelter to live in; place of residence.

44. Essential Services:  Services provided by public and private utilities, necessary for the exercise of the
principal use or service of the principal structure.  These services include underground, surface or overhead
gas, electrical steam, water sanitary sewerage, storm water drainage and communication systems and
accessories thereto, such as poles, towers, wires, mains, drains, vaults, culverts, laterals, sewers, pipes,
catch basins, water storage tanks, conduits, cables, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals,
pumps, lift stations and hydrants, but not including buildings.  Essential services do not include general
utility offices or other structures not related to the direct delivery of service.

45. Family:  One or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, or a group of not more than five
persons not so related, maintaining a common household in a dwelling unit.

46. Farming, Tree: Land used to grow, manage and harvest wood.

47. Fence:  Structure or barrier making a boundary constructed of link or woven wire, post, wood, plastic,
fiberglass, concrete products and commonly accepted practices within the community.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Article XI flood fringe, floodplain, flood proofed, flood way removed effective 5-11-05)

48. Floor Area, Gross:  The sum of the gross horizontal areas of all occupied stories of a building.

49. Forestry:  The production and/or management of trees as a crop.

50. Frontage:  That side of a lot abutting on a street or waterway and ordinarily regarded as the front of the lot.
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article XI effective 5-11-05)

51. Frontage Street:  Any street to be constructed by the developer or any existing street in which development
shall take place.
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52. Frontage Width:

OHWM

History: (Amendment #85-216, Article XI effective 6-27-07)

53. Fur Farm:  A parcel of land or buildings devoted in whole or in part to the raising of fur bearing animals
for commercial purposes.

54. Garage, Private:  A non-habitable structure primarily intended for and used for the enclosed storage or
shelter of the private motor vehicles of the families residing upon the premises.  Carports are considered
garages.

55. Habitable: The three-dimensional space enclosed floor area arranged for living, sleeping or the
preparation of meals.  The area can include multiple levels of an existing structure and covered/screened
porches/decks.  The area does not include decks, open porches, garages, or overhangs. All habitable living
areas, including kitchens, hallways, bathrooms and corridors shall have a ceiling height of at least 7 feet.
Habitable rooms may have ceiling heights of less than 7 feet provided at least 50 percent of the room’s
floor area has a ceiling height of at least 7 feet.  Beams and girders or other projections shall not project
more than 8 inches below the required ceiling height.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Article XI New effective 5-11-05)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 55. effective 6-1-21)

56. Habitable Structure:  Any three-dimensional space enclosed structure arranged for living or sleeping
purposes.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 56. New effective 6-1-21)

57. Habitation: a place of residence; dwelling; abode.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 57. New effective 6-1-21)

58. Heavy Equipment:  For purposes of enforcement heavy equipment shall be considered any vehicle or piece
of movable machinery weighing eight (8) tons or more.

59. Hobby Farm:  A pass time not for income.  One (1) livestock animal requiring pasture land will be allowed
for each acre of land up to 5 acres.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Article XI effective 5-11-05)

60. Home Occupation:  A gainful occupation engaged in by persons residing in their dwelling, which is
conducted in the principal or accessory structure and meets the following criteria:

a. The total space on a lot used for the home occupation shall not exceed 50 percent of the gross floor
area of the principal building.

b. There shall not be more than three (3) employees other than members of the family.

Frontage Width:  The frontage width shall be measured
perpendicular to the mean (average) bearing of the side lot lines.
This measurement shall start at the point where the side lot line
intersects the OHWM and then measured on the perpendicular
mean (average) to intersect the opposing side lot line.

(See Diagram)
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c. There shall not be any outside storage associated with the home occupation and all occupations shall
be conducted entirely within a building.

61. Hotel:  A building containing lodging rooms, a common entrance lobby, halls, and a stairway; where each
lodging room does not have a doorway opening directly to the outdoors, except for emergencies, and where
more than 50 percent of the lodging rooms are for rent to transient guests, with or without meals, for a
continuous period of less than 30 days.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI Hunting or Fishing Shelter Removed effective 6-1-21)

62. Impervious Surface Areas: An area that releases as runoff all or a majority of the precipitation thatfalls on it. Impervious surface includes, but is not limited to rooftops, sidewalks, structures, decks,walkways, driveways and parking areas, (including graveled areas) unless specifically designed,constructed, and maintained to be pervious. “Impervious surface” excludes frozen soil, streets andRoadways as defined in Wis. Stats. 340.01(54), Wis. Adm. Code, or sidewalks as defined in Wis.Stats. 340.01(58), Wis. Adm. Code, are not considered impervious surfaces.
Note: Gravel -- Typical gravel materials used for roads and parking lots are engineered and compacted to withstand heavy loads.

These compacted gravel materials form a seal through which water will not readily infiltrate.  Runoff from gravel is similar
to paved surfaces with only a slight reduction in runoff.  Gravel driveways are therefore considered impervious.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 62. New effective 6-1-21)

63. Junk and/or Salvage Yard:  An area or premises consisting of the following, but not limited to, salvage
materials, scrap metal, paper, rags, glass, plastic, used lumber, oil, oil or gasoline containers, used tires,
household furnishings, household appliances.  Two (2) or more unlicensed vehicles and parts thereof and
machinery no longer used for the primary purpose for which it was intended.  No Junk and/or Salvage
Yard shall be permitted in Vilas County, except in conformance with a plan approved by the Vilas County
Zoning Committee. See Article V, Section 5.12.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 63. effective 6-1-21)

64. Lake Lots:  Lots with frontage on a lake, pond, or flowage or with 50 percent or more of their area within
200 feet of a lake, pond, or flowage.

65. Land Division:  Any division of a lot, parcel, tract or block by the owner thereof or his agent, for the
purpose of transfer of ownership or building development which creates one or more parcels or building
sites of five acres or less.

66. Land Parcel:  An identified section: fractional section or government lot.

67. Local Government:  For the purposes of these regulations: any city, town, village or county authorized by
law to enforce subdivision, sanitation and zoning regulations.

68. Local Ordinances:  Any town or municipal Ordinance, portion of an Ordinance, or amendments thereto,
adopted by a local unit of government with authority contained in Chapter 60.74 of the Wisconsin Statutes.

69. Lot:  A parcel, piece or portion of land, defined by metes and bounds, certified survey, recorded land
subdivision plat or other means and separated from other lots, parcels or similar units by such description,
and where applicable having its principal frontage upon a street, road or waterway.

70. Lot Area:  The area of contiguous land bounded by lot lines, exclusive of land provided for public
thoroughfares.

71. Lot Depth:  The average horizontal distance between the front lot line and the rear lot line measured within
the lot boundaries.
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72. Lot Lines:  A property boundary line of any land parcel held in single or separate ownership; except that
where any portion of the property boundary line extends into the abutting street or alley, the property
boundary line shall be deemed to be the street or alley right-of-way line.

73. Lot, Through:  A lot which has a pair of opposite lot lines along two substantially parallel streets, and
which is not a corner lot.  On a "through lot" both street lines shall be deemed front lot lines.

74. Lot, Width:  The average horizontal distance between the side lot line of a lot measured within the lot
boundaries or the minimum distance between the side lot lines within the buildable area at right angle to
the length.

75. Manufactured Buildings: Any structure covered under the Wisconsin Manufactured Building code Section
101.70 Wis. State Statutes, which is used or intended, to be used primarily for human habitation, whether
temporary or permanent.

76. Manufactured Home: A structure transportable in one or more sections, which in the traveling mode is
eight (8) body feet or more in width or forty (40) body feet or more in length, or when erected on-site is
three hundred twenty (320) or more square feet, and which is built on a permanent chassis and designed to
be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities, and
includes the plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and electrical systems contained therein and which
complies with all manufactured home construction and safety standards established under 42 U.S.C. 5401-
5426, which became effective June 15, 1976.

77. Manufactured Home Park, Mobile Home Park, Manufactured Building Park or Manufactured Home
Community: “Manufactured home community" means any plot or plots of ground upon which 3 or more
manufactured homes that are occupied for dwelling or sleeping purposes are located, together with
necessary accessory buildings, driveways, walks or other required adjuncts using a common septic system.
“Manufactured home community" does not include a farm where the occupants of the manufactured homes
are the father, mother, son, daughter, brother or sister of the farm owner or operator or where the occupants
of the manufactured homes work on the farm. Wis. Stats 101.91(5m).

78. Marina, Commercial:  A harbor, boat basin or dry dock area providing dockage, supplies, and services for
pleasure craft for pay.

79. Mineral Exploration:  The on-site geographic examination from the surface of an area by core, rotary,
percussion, or other drilling where the diameter of the hole does not exceed 18 inches for the purpose of
searching for metallic minerals or establishing the nature of a known metallic mineral deposit and includes
associated activities such as clearing and preparing sites or constructing roads for drilling.  For the purposes
of this section, exploration does not include drill holes constructed for the purpose of collecting soil
samples or for determining radioactivity by means of placement of radiation-sensitive devices.

80. Mineral Prospecting:  Engaging in the examination of an area for the purpose of determining the quality
and quantity of minerals other than for exploration, but including the obtaining of an ore sample by such
physical means as excavating, drilling, construction of shafts, ramps, tunnels, pits and the production of
refuse and other associated activities.

81. Mineral Prospecting Site:  The lands on which, prospecting is actually conducted as well as those lands on
which physical disturbance will occur as a result of such activity.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI Mini Storage Removed and Storage Rental Unit added in Replacement effective 6-1-21)

82. Mining:  All or part of the processes of obtaining metallic minerals other than for exploration or
prospecting including commercial extraction, agglomeration, beneficiation, construction of roads, removal
of over-burden, and the production of refuse.
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83. Mining Site:  The surface area from which the minerals or refuse or both have been removed, the surface
area covered by refuse or lands distributed by the construction or improvement of haulage-ways, and any
surface areas on which structures, equipment, materials and any other things used in the mining operation
are situated.

84. Mobile Home:  A vehicle manufactured or assembled prior to June 15, 1976, designed to be transported to
its placement as a single unit or in sections and equipped and used, or intended to be used, primarily for
human habitation, with walls of rigid un-collapsible construction which has an overall length in excess of
45 feet.  "Mobile home" includes the mobile home structure, its plumbing, heating, air-conditioning and
electrical systems and all other equipment carrying a manufacturer's warranty.

85. Mobile Home Park:  Any plot or plots of ground owned by a person, state or local government upon which
2 or more units, occupied for dwelling or sleeping purposes regardless of mobile home ownership, and
whether or not a charge is made for such accommodation.

86. Mobile Home Stand:  That part of an individual mobile home lot, which has been reserved for the
placement of one mobile home unit and the exclusive use of its occupants.

87. Motels:  A building or group of buildings containing rooms which are offered for compensation for the
temporary accommodations of transients, where there is no permanent occupancy of any unit except by
the owner, his agent or his employees.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Navigable Waters removed effective 5-11-05)

88. Motor Freight Transportation Terminal: A place where goods are loaded or unloaded onboard a vehicle
for transport.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 88. New effective 6-1-21)

89. Nonconforming Lot:  Any lot created and recorded prior to the effective date of this Ordinance or
amendment thereto, which does not conform to the size or lot dimension requirements herein.

90. Nonconforming Dwelling:  Any dwelling, lawfully existing at the time of the effective date of this
Ordinance or amendments thereto, which does not conform to the regulations herein.

91. Nonconforming Trade or Industry:  Any business lawfully conducted on a premise at the time of the
effective date of this Ordinance, or amendment thereto, which does not conform to the regulations herein.

92. Nonconforming Uses and Structures:  The lawful use of a building, structure, or property, which existed
at the time this Ordinance; (or an applicable amendment to this, Ordinance) took effect and which is not
in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Ordinary High-Water Mark removed effective 5-11-05)

93. Non-rental Guesthouse:  A habitable building to be used occasionally by guests of the owner of the
principal house located on the same lot. Permits issued for a non-rental guest house prior to, June 1, 2021
will continue to be regarded as non-rental structures. To be considered for a rental structure or a
condominium unit an existing non-rental guesthouse must meet all current district zoning requirements
and apply for a change of use permit.

History: (Amendment #85-216, Article XI effective 6-27-07)
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 93. effective 6-1-21)

94. Patio:  A designated area constructed of materials embedded in the ground.  Such as:  asphalt, concrete,
block, tile, flagstone, crushed rock, brick, wooden block, etc.

History: (Amendment #85-199, Article XI Pier removed effective 5-11-05)

95. Pond, Artificially Created: An area of water artificially created that is surrounded by land, not
hydrologically connected to a natural navigable water body and smaller than a lake.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 95. New effective 6-1-21)
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96. Primitive Hunting Cabin: A structure which is not used as a home or residence, used principally for
recreational hunting activity constructed before December 31, 1997. Primitive hunting cabins are only
permitted in the Forestry District (F) and all provisions of Wisconsin Statutes 101.61(3) and 101.65(1g)
apply.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 96. New effective 6-1-21)

97. Principal Structure:  The building on a lot intended for primary use as permitted by the regulations of the
zone in which it is located.

98. Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment System (POWTS):  A sewage disposal system other than a public
sewage system, including septic tanks, soil absorption systems, privies, holding tanks and privately-owned
common sewerage facilities including package treatment plants, lagoons and irrigation systems.

a. All sanitary systems new or replacement shall be sized in accordance with SPS 383.43.
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article XI Private Sewage Disposal System nomenclature revised effective 5-11-05)

99. Public and Semi-Public Uses:  Public and semi-public uses in the sense of this Ordinance are uses
principally of an institutional nature and serving a public need, such as:  private and nursery schools,
libraries, museums, post offices, police and fire stations, government offices, town halls and public
garages.

100. Public Open Space: Any publicly owned open area, including, but not limited to the following:  parks,
playgrounds, forest preserves, beaches, waterways, parkways and streets.

101. Public Way:  Any public road, street, highway, drainage-way or part thereof.

102. Quarrying:  The removal of rock, slate, gravel, sand, topsoil or other natural material from the earth: by
excavating, stripping, leveling or any other such process.

103. Reclamation:  The process by which an area physically or environmentally affected by mining is
rehabilitated to either its original state, or is shown to be physically or economically impractical or
environmentally or socially undesirable to a state that provides long-term environmental stability.

104. Recreational Area:  Any park, playground, ball-field, ski hill, sport field, swimming pool, riding stable or
riding academies or other facilities and area constructed for recreational activities and open for use by
public or private organizations.

105. Recreational Vehicle:  Any of the following:
a. Travel Trailer:  A vehicular, portable structure built on a chassis, designed to be used as temporary

dwelling for travel, recreational and vacation uses and identified as a travel trailer by the manufacturer.
b. Pick-Up Coach:  A structure designed to be mounted on a truck, chassis for use as a temporary dwelling

for travel, recreation and vacation.
c. Motor-Home:  A portable, temporary dwelling to be used for travel, recreation and vacation,

constructed as an integral part of a self-propelled vehicle.
d. Camping Trailer:  A canvas or folding structure mounted on wheels and designed for travel, recreation

and vacation use.
e. Tent:  A portable lodge of canvas or strong cloth stretched and sustained by poles or by other means

of support.

106. Recreational Vehicle Parking Area:  A parcel of land on which two or more spaces are temporarily
occupied or intended for temporary occupancy by recreational vehicles for transient dwelling purposes.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI Residence, Single Family Dwelling Attached- Removed & Revised effective 6-1-21)

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI Residence, Single Family Dwelling, Detached- Removed & Revised effective 6-1-21)
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107. Residence, Duplex (two family):  A habitable structure containing two (2) single-family residential units
within or attached, are considered multi-family for administration of this ordinance.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 107. effective 6-1-21)

108. Residence, Multiple Family:  A habitable structure containing three or more single-family residential units
within or attached.  A single-family residence, which is attached by same wall construction to another
dwelling unit..  Attached dwelling units includes duplexes, triplexes, townhouses and row houses.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 108. effective 6-1-21)

109. Residence, Single-Family:   A detached habitable structure which is entirely surrounded by open space
containing one single-family dwelling unit. May have attached accessory structures such as decks, garages,
patios, porches and similar structures, attached structures must maintain setbacks for a principal structure.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 109. effective 6-1-21)

110. Residence, Single-Family Unit:  A habitable structure or portion thereof; with rooms arranged, designed,
used or intended to be used for one family.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 110. effective 6-1-21)

111. Resort:  An area containing one or more permanent buildings utilized principally for the accommodation
of the public for recreation and may be rented for less than a minimum of seven (7) 24-hour periods, (one
week).

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 111. effective 6-1-21)

112. Riding Stables or Riding Academies:  For the purpose of this Ordinance, shall include buildings or
premises used for the rent or lease of horses or animals for riding.

113. Right-of-Way:  A strip of land occupied or intended to be occupied by a street, crosswalk, railroad, road,
electric transmission line, oil or gas pipeline, water main, sanitary or storm sewer main.  The usage of the
term "right-of-way" for zoning purposes shall mean every right-of-way hereafter established and shown
on a plat or certified survey map which is separate and distinct from the lots or parcels adjoining such
right-of-way and not including within the dimensions or areas of such lots or parcels.

114. Roadside Stand:  A farm building used or intended to be used solely by the owner or tenant of the farm on
which such building is located for the sale of farm products.

115. Sales, Service, Repairs, Miscellaneous: Means any of the mixed uses related to sales, services or repairs.
History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 115. New effective 6-1-21)

116. Sanitary Landfill:  A waste disposal operation which consists of dumping garbage, rubbish and other debris
into a depression or trench, compacting it and promptly covering it with a layer of earth of suitable
thickness.

117. Sanitary Station: A facility used for removing and disposing of wastes from recreational vehicle holding
tanks.

118. Satellite Dish:  See Structure.

119. Setback Lines:  Lines established adjacent to highways, shorelines and side lot lines for the purpose of
defining limits within which no building or structure or any part thereof shall be erected or permanently
maintained.  For purposes of enforcement, all measurements are to be taken horizontally.

120. Sewered:  A structure, which is connected to and served by a sewerage system as defined and regulated by
Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter NR 110.
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121. Shooting Range:  Public or private structures, parking areas, and other associated improvements, designed
and constructed for the purpose of providing a place for the discharge of various types of firearms or
dangerous weapons and is open to club members or public use. Shooting ranges shall encompass shooting
stations or firing lines, target areas, berms and baffles, and other related components.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 121. effective 6-1-21)
History: (Amendment #85-199, Article XI Shorelands, Shoreland Wetland Zoning District, Sign, Sign Gross Surface Area Of, Special

Exception removed effective 5-11-05)

122. Site Plat:  A drawing or design, which shows the proposed land use, construction or practice as set forth
by the County Zoning Committee.

123. Storage Rental Unit: A storage rental unit may also be known as self-service storage, mini storage or
individual storage space. A location or structure in which storage space, (such as large or small areas
within a structure, lockers, containers, and/or outdoor space), is rented to tenants, usually on a short-term
basis (often month-to-month).

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 123. New effective 6-1-21)

124. Street (Avenue, Place, Road, Terrace, Parkway, Boulevard or Court):  A right-of-way of a required width,
which affords a primary means of access to abutting property.

125. Structure: Any construction, production or piece of work artificially built up or down composed of parts
purposefully joined together in some definite manner; a combination of materials installed on, above, or
below the surface of a parcel of land, the use of which requires location on the ground or attached to
something on the ground.

History: (Amendment #85-216, Article XI effective 6-27-07) History: (Amendment #85-234, Section 11.0, effective 11-24-10)

126. Structural Alteration:  Any change in the supporting members of a building such as bearing walls, columns,
beams or girders, or any substantial changes in the roof and exterior walls.

127. Substantial Evidence: Facts and information, other than merely personal preferences or speculation,
directly pertaining to the requirements and conditions an applicant must meet to obtain a conditional use
permit and that reasonable persons would accept in support of a conclusion.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 127. New effective 6-1-21)

128. Temporary or Temporary Use:  Any period of time or use not to exceed (30) thirty consecutive calendar
days.

129. Tiny Houses: Houses of less than 1,000 square feet. Frequently, the distinction is made between small 400
sq. ft. and 1,000 sq. ft. and tiny houses less than 400 sq. ft., with some as small as 80 square feet. Regulated
in all districts like single-family homes unless located in an RV park or campground, where they have to
meet camping unit requirements.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 129. New effective 6-1-21)

130. Tourist Rooming House (TRH): All lodging places, tourist cabins and cottages, in which sleeping
accommodations are offered for pay to tourists or transients. Not including private boarding or rooming
houses not accommodating tourists or transients, hotels and motels, or bed and breakfast establishments.

Note: In general, TRH establishments are vacation homes, cabins and cottages that are rented out to tourists and
transients.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 130. New effective 6-1-21)

131. Town:  Reference to town shall mean any town of the county including the town board, town clerk or any
designated town committee.

132. Toxic Materials:  Materials, which are capable of causing injury to living organisms by chemical means.

133. Tract:  An area of land not definitely bounded and referred to as a general location.



VILAS COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE

Amended May 25, 2021
74

134. Transient Lodging:  A commercial lodging establishment, which rents sleeping quarters or dwelling units
for periods of less than one month, (30 days).

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 134. effective 6-1-21)

135. Travel Trailer Park:  Any public or private premises having two or more travel trailers including buildings
established for temporary day and overnight habitation by persons other than the owner of the parcel using
travel trailers or similar recreation vehicles for the purposes of camping.  For enforcement purposes travel
trailer parks are considered park-grounds.

136. Tree House: Defined as a tree house, tree fort or tree shed is a platform or building constructed around,
next to or among the trunk or branches of one or more mature trees while above ground level. Tree houses
can be used for recreation, work space, a hangout space and observation.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 136. New effective 6-1-21)

137. Unnecessary Hardship:  That circumstance where special conditions which were not self-created, affect a
particular property and make strict conformity with restrictions governing area, setbacks, frontage, height
or density unnecessarily burdensome or unreasonable in light of the purposes of this Ordinance.

138. Unsewered:  A structure or parcel where the domestic sewage is treated by means of a private sewage
system as defined by Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 145.  Private sewage systems include, but are not limited
to, septic tanks, soil absorption fields, and holding tanks.

139. Use, Accessory: A subordinate use which is clearly and customarily incidental to the principal use of a
building or premises and which is located on the same lot as the principal building or use except for such
accessory parking facilities as are specifically authorized to be located elsewhere.

140. Use, Principal:  The primary use of a property or structure.

141. Utility Facilities:  Utility owned structures not related to the direct delivery of utility service to households
or businesses. Utility facilities include power generating plants, electrical utility substations, utility offices,
treatment plants, sanitary stations, and sanitary landfills.

142. Variance:  An authorization granted by the Board of Adjustment to construct, alter or use a building or
structure in a manner that deviates from the dimensional standards of this Ordinance.

143. Warehouse:  A structure used for the reception and storage of raw materials, manufactured goods and
merchandise temporarily before export or distribution for sale.

History: (Amendment #85-267, Article XI 143. effective 6-1-21)

144. Wetlands:  Those areas where water is at, near or above the land surface long enough to be capable of
supporting aquatic or hydrophytic vegetation, and which have soils indicative of wet conditions.

145. Yard:  A yard is an open space on a zoning lot, which is unoccupied or unobstructed from its lowest level
to the sky, except as, otherwise provided herein.  For the purpose of this Ordinance, a "yard" extends along
a lot line to a depth or width specified in the yard regulations for the zoning district in which such zoning
lot is located.

146. Yard, Front:  A front yard is a yard paralleling along the full length of the front lot line between the side
lot lines.  For purposes of enforcement, the front lot line shall be considered the lot line bordering a public
or private vehicular right-of-way or a navigable body of water.

147. Yard, Rear:  A rear yard is a yard paralleling along the full length of the rear lot line between the side lot
lines.

148. Yard, Side:  A side yard is a yard paralleling along a side lot line from the front yard to the rear yard.
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ARTICLE I:

STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION, FINDING OF FACT, STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, TITLE

1.1 Statutory Authorization.This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authorization in Section 59.692, Wis. Stats., toimplement sections 59.69, 59.692, 59.694, 87.30, 236.45, and 281.31, Wisconsin Statutes.
1.2 Findings of Fact.

A. Vilas County has over 1,300 lakes and other water bodies within its boundaries, nearly tenpercent of the lakes contained within the State of Wisconsin.  Further, it has one of thehighest concentrations of inland freshwater lakes in the world.
B. Uncontrolled use of the shorelands and pollution of the navigable waters of Vilas Countywould adversely affect the public health, safety, convenience, general welfare and economicbase of Vilas County.
C. The Legislature of Wisconsin has required that counties zone by ordinance all shorelands inits unincorporated area. This responsibility is hereby recognized by Vilas County, Wisconsin.
D. Given high levels of existing development on some water bodies, increased pressure fordevelopment of shorelands on many others, and varied sensitivity of lakes, rivers andstreams in Vilas County. Impacts from such development and density issues it is necessaryclasses of water bodies meet certain requirements addressing issues not covered bystandards required by state law in order to fully achieve the purposes of this ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 1.2., D, effective 02-01-17)

1.3 Purpose and Intent.
A. For the purpose of promoting public health, safety, convenience and welfare, and protect thepublic trust in navigable waters this Shoreland Zoning Ordinance is established to:1. Further the maintenance of safe and healthful conditions;2. Protect spawning grounds, fish and aquatic life,3. Preserve and restore shoreland vegetation and natural scenic beauty;4. Prevent and control water pollution;5. Prevent erosion of the soil;6. Preserve the compatibility of proposed development with existing land and water usage;7. Control building sites, development, placement of structures and land uses;8. Promote sound forestry;
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 1.3 A. 3., 7., 8., effective 02-01-17)

B. In order to achieve these purposes, it is the intent of this ordinance to include, but not belimited to, the following methods and strategies:1. To control the density of shoreland and backlot development by;a. Establishing minimum lot areasb. Establishing minimum buildable lot areas2. Establishing minimum setbacks from the Ordinary High Water Mark, side yard lot linesand back yard or road lot lines;3. Controlling filling, grading, excavating and the extent of other land disturbing activitiesto prevent soil erosion;4. Protecting and enhancing vegetative buffer zones and natural shoreland cover, includingthe use of mitigation (restoration);
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5. Minimizing pollution of ground and surface waters from sewage disposal systems orother pollution sources, requiring minimum buildable lot area requirements to provideadequate area for private on-site waste treatment systems;6. Minimizing runoff causing nutrient and sediment transport to surface water, includingcontrolling the amount of impervious surfaces allowed;7. Protecting bank stability and controlling shoreline alterations, dredging and lagooning;8. Preserving wetlands and other fish and aquatic habitat;9. Separating conflicting land uses;10. Prohibiting certain uses detrimental to the shoreland area;11. Preventing shoreline encroachment by structures;12. Regulating the use, placement and size of boathouses and other structures; and13. Limiting water access lots to navigable waters.14. Limiting structures to those areas where soil and geological conditions will provide asafe foundation.15. Setting the maximum height for near shore structures.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 1.3., B., 1. a. & b., 3., 5.,14., 15., effective 02-01-17)

C. It is the intent of this ordinance to allow reasonable use of shoreland areas by individualsand businesses while providing long-term safeguards for the water resources of VilasCounty and achieving the purposes of this ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 1.3. removal of D. & E., effective 02-01-17)

1.4 Title.This ordinance shall be known as the Vilas County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.



VILAS COUNTY SHORELAND ZONING ORDINANCE

February 1, 2017 Amendment #85-250
Article 2-1

ARTICLE II:

GENERAL PROVISIONS

2.1 Regulated Shoreland Areas.
A. Applicability.The provisions of this Ordinance apply to the shorelands of all navigable waters, in theunincorporated areas of Vilas County, which are:1. Within one thousand (1,000) feet of the ordinary high water mark of navigable lakes,ponds or flowages.2. Within three hundred (300) feet of the ordinary high water mark of navigable rivers orstreams, or to the landward side of the floodplain, whichever distance is greater.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 2.1. B. removed, effective 02-01-17)

2.2 Incorporated Shoreland Zoning Maps and Reports.
A. Maps.The maps designated below are hereby adopted and made part of this Ordinance.  They areon file in the office of the Zoning Administrator for Vilas County.1. United States Geological Survey Quadrangle maps for Vilas County (revised 1970, 1971,1981, and 1982 and any subsequent revisions).2. Wisconsin Wetland Inventory maps stamped "FINAL" on September 28, 1983 and anysubsequent revisions. The most recent version of the Wisconsin Wetland Inventory asdepicted on the Department of Natural Resources Surface Water Data Viewer is madepart of this ordinance. The maps can be viewed at:

http://dnrmaps.wi.gov/SL/Viewer.html?Viewer=SWDV&runWorkflow=Wetland3. Vilas County Wisconsin, Flood Insurance Rate Maps, under Federal EmergencyManagement Agency (FEMA) Dated June 5, 2012.4. Many of these maps excluding the Wetland maps may be found at:
http://vcgis.co.vilas.wi.us/vcom/

History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 2.2 A. 3., 4., effective 02-01-17)

B. Reports.The Vilas County Lake and River Classification Study dated February 1999 is hereby adoptedand incorporated by reference.
2.3 Compliance with this Ordinance.

A. General.The use of any shoreland area or water body; the size and shape of shoreland lots; the use,size, type and location of structures on shoreland lots; the installation and maintenance ofwater supply and waste disposal facilities; the filling, grading, lagooning, dredging of anyshorelands; the cutting of shoreland vegetation; and the division of lots in shoreland areas,shall be in full compliance with the terms of this Ordinance.
B. Violations and Penalties.1. Any violation of the terms of this Ordinance not corrected on the written order of theZoning Department within the time specified shall be referred to the Zoning & PlanningAdministrator who shall determine the further action to be taken.2. The violation of any condition attached by the Zoning & Planning Department to a ZoningPermit approval shall constitute a violation of this Ordinance.
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3. Penalties:a. Penalty:  Any person, firm or corporation, including those doing work for others, whoviolates any of provisions of this Ordinance shall be subject to a forfeiture of $100.00for the first violation, $250.00 for the second violation, and $500.00 for allsubsequent violations of this Ordinance, plus cost of prosecution. Each day a violationexists shall constitute a distinct and separate violation of this Ordinance and as such,forfeitures shall apply accordingly.  Zoning Administrator or Deputy Administratorshall refer violations to the Corporation Counsel who shall prosecute violations.b. Injunction:  As a substitute for or in addition to forfeiture actions, the CorporationCounsel may, on behalf of the County, seek enforcement of any or all parts of thisOrdinance by a court action seeking injunctive relief.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 2.3 B. effective 02-01-17)

C. Property Owners and Agents.It shall be the responsibility of the property owners and their agents or other persons actingon their behalf including builders and contractors to comply with the terms of this ordinance.Any person failing to comply with this Ordinance is subject to enforcement under Article IXof the Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance, which is hereby incorporated by reference.
D. Governmental Bodies.Unless specifically exempted by law, all cities, villages, towns, and counties are required tocomply with this Ordinance and obtain all necessary permits. Unless specifically exempted bylaw, state agencies are required to comply if Wis. Stats. 13.48(13) applies.  Unless specificallyexempted by law, federal agencies are required to comply with this ordinance.
Note: The construction, reconstruction, maintenance and repair of state highways and bridges by the Wisconsin

Department of Transportation is exempt where Wis. Stats. 30.2022, applies

E. Annexed and Newly Incorporated AreasThe provisions of this chapter apply to regulation of the use and development ofunincorporated shoreland areas. Unless specifically exempted by law, all cities, villages,towns, counties and, when Wis. Stats.  13.48 (13), Stats, applies, state agencies are requiredto comply with, and obtain all necessary permits under local shoreland ordinances.  Theconstruction, reconstruction, maintenance or repair of state highways and bridges carriedout under the direction and supervision of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation isnot subject to local shoreland zoning ordinances if Wis. Stats. 30.2022 applies. (NR 115.02)Shoreland zoning requirements in annexed or incorporated areas are provided
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 2.3 E., effective 02-01-17)

2.4 Relationship to Other Zoning and Property Restrictions.
A. Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision and Private Sewage System

OrdinanceAll provisions of the Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision and Private SewageSystem Ordinance are hereby incorporated by reference.  Except as otherwise provided inthis ordinance, the general zoning ordinance provisions shall only apply to shoreland areaswhere they impose greater restrictions than this Ordinance otherwise imposes.Naming a few provisions from the General Ordinance, Subdivision and Private SewageSystem Ordinance for reference:1. Variance Procedure - Article X Vilas County General Ordinance2. Conditional Use Procedure - Article IX Vilas County General Ordinance3. Rezone Procedure - Article IX Vilas County General Ordinance4. Height – Article III Vilas County General Ordinance5. Administrative Provisions - Article IX Vilas County General Ordinance
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6. Vilas County Subdivision Ordinance 81a. Cluster or Conservation Subdivisions Section 97. Vilas County Private Sewage System Ordinance Chapter 15
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 2.4 A., 1. – 7., effective 02-01-17)

B. Town Regulation.Pursuant to Wis. Stats. 59.692(2) (a), this Ordinance shall not require approval or be subjectto disapproval by any town or town board. If an existing town ordinance relating toshorelands is more restrictive than this Ordinance or any amendments thereto, the townordinance continues in all respects to the extent of the greater restrictions, but nototherwise. (Wis. Stats.  59.692(2) (b))
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 2.4 B., effective 02-01-17)

C. (Wis. Stats.  59.692(5)) The provisions of this ordinance supersede any provisions in countyzoning ordinance that solely relate to shorelands. In other words, if a zoning standard onlyapplies to lands that lie within the shoreland and applies because the lands are in shoreland,then this ordinance supersedes those provisions. However, where an ordinance adoptedunder a statute other than Wis. Stats. 59.692 does not solely relate to shorelands and is morerestrictive that this ordinance, for example a floodplain ordinance, that ordinance shallcontinue in full force and effect to the extent of the greater restrictions.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 2.4 C., effective 02-01-17)

D. Other Property Restrictions.This Ordinance is not intended to repeal, abrogate or impair any existing deed restrictions,covenants or easements.  However, where this Ordinance imposes greater restrictions, theprovisions of this Ordinance shall prevail.
E. Greater Restrictions1. (Wis. Stats.  59.692(1d) (b)) This ordinance may establish standards to regulate mattersthat are not regulated in NR 115, but that further the purposes of shoreland zoning asdescribed in section 1.3 of this ordinance,2. (Wis. Stats.  59.692(1k) (a)1) Counties may not establish shoreland zoning standards in ashoreland zoning ordinance that requires any of the following:a. Approval to install or maintain outdoor lighting in shorelands, impose any fee ormitigation requirement to install or maintain outdoor lighting in shorelands, orotherwise prohibits or regulates outdoor lighting in shorelands if the lighting isdesigned or intended for residential use.b. Requires any inspection or upgrade of a structure before the sale or other transfer ofthe structure.3. (Wis. Stats. 59.692(7)) Construction and maintenance of a facility is considered to satisfythe requirements of a Shoreland Zoning Ordinance if:a. The department has issued all required permits or approvals authorizing theconstruction or maintenance under Ch. 30, 31, 281, or 283.Note: A “facility" means any property or equipment of a public utility, as defined in Wis. Stats.  196.01 (5), or acooperative association organized under Ch. 185 for the purpose of producing or furnishing heat, light, or powerto its members only, that is used for the transmission, delivery, or furnishing of natural gas, heat, light, or power.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 2.4 E., 1. – 3., & Note, effective 02-01-17)

2.5 Administration and Enforcement.This Ordinance shall be administered and enforced pursuant to the terms of the Vilas CountyGeneral Zoning Ordinance, which is incorporated by reference.
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2.6 Relaxation of Standards for Persons with Disabilities.A permit may be issued to relax the standards of this ordinance in order to provide reasonableaccommodations as required by provisions of federal and state law.  Such relaxation shall be theminimum necessary to be consistent with federal guidelines for accommodation of persons withdisabilities and shall where practical, be terminated when no longer used by the disabled person. Aperson applying for the permit for the construction under this section shall establish the natureand extent of the disability and that the relaxation requested is the minimum necessary to providereasonable use of the structure.  An affidavit for the reasonable accommodation shall be filed withthe Register of Deeds.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 2.6., effective 02-01-17)

2.7 Interpretation.The provisions of this Ordinance is interpreted to be minimum requirements and shall be liberallyconstrued in favor of the County and shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any otherpowers granted by the Wisconsin Statutes. Where a provision of this Ordinance is required by astatute and a standard in Chapter NR115, Wisconsin Administrative Code, and where theOrdinance provision is unclear, the provision is to be interpreted in accordance with the statuteand Chapter NR115 standards in effect on the date of the adoption of this Ordinance or in effect onthe date of the most recent text amendment to this Ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 2.7., effective 02-01-17)

2.8 Severability.If any portion of this Ordinance is adjudged, unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competentjurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected.
2.9 Determination of Navigability and Ordinary High Water Mark.Determinations of navigability and ordinary high-water mark location shall initially be made bythe zoning administrator or designee. When questions arise, contact the appropriate office of theDepartment of Natural Resources for a final determination of navigability or Ordinary high-watermark determination. The county may work with surveyors with regard to Wis. Stats.  59.692(1h).

History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 2.9., effective 02-01-17)

2.10 Lands Adjacent to Artificially Created Ditches and Ponds.Under Wis. Stats.  281.31(2m), notwithstanding any other provision of law or administrative rulepromulgated thereunder, this shoreland zoning ordinance does not apply to:
A. Lands adjacent to farm drainage ditches if:1. Such lands are not adjacent to a natural navigable stream or river;2. Those parts of such drainage ditches adjacent to such lands were not navigable streamsbefore ditching
B. Lands adjacent to artificially constructed drainage ditches, ponds or stormwater retentionbasins that are not hydrologically connected to a natural navigable water body.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 2.10., effective 02-01-17)
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ARTICLE III:

DEFINITIONS

3.1 Incorporated Definitions.Except as set forth in this Article, all terms shall have the meaning contained in Vilas CountyGeneral Zoning Ordinance Article XI & Subdivision Control Ordinance, which are incorporated byreference.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.1, effective 02-01-17)

3.2 Shoreland Zoning Definitions.For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the meaning set forth below:1. Access and Viewing Corridor: A strip of vegetated land that allows safe pedestrian access tothe shore through the vegetative buffer zone.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)2. Accessory Structure: Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires permanentor temporary location on the ground, or attached to something having a permanent ortemporary location on the ground, including but not limited to any structure, driveways,fences, or other improvements or any part of such structure. An accessory structure includesany permanent or temporary appurtenance attached thereto; a subordinate detachedstructure which is clearly incidental to, and customarily associated with, the principalstructure to which it is related, and which is located on the same lot as the principal structure;including but not limited to Non-Rental Guest House, Decks, Garage etc.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)3. Backlot(s): Lots which do not front on a navigable body of water, or which do not have 50percent or more of their total area within 200 feet of a navigable body of water.4. Backland: Any land located greater than 200 feet back from the ordinary high water mark of anavigable body of water.
History: (Amendment #85-216, Section3.2, effective 6-27-07)5. Basal Area:  The cross-sectional area 4-1/2 feet above ground expressed in square feet peracre of all trees with a diameter of 5 inches and larger.6. Boathouse: (NR 115.03(1d)) a permanent structure used for the storage of watercraft andassociated materials and includes all structures which are totally enclosed, have roofs or wallsor any combination of these structural parts.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)7. Buffer zone: An area of natural shoreland vegetation.8. Buildable Lot Area: The specified portion of a lot which meets lot width, lot area, yard andsetback requirements of this Ordinance and all other applicable Ordinances and regulations.Minimum buildable lot area for new lots is 16,500 square feet of contiguous area.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)9. Building Envelope: The three dimensional space within which a structure is built.
History: (Amendment #85-231, Section 3.2, effective 11-25-09
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10. Bulkhead Lines: An officially setline along a shoreline, usually outside of the dry land, todemark a territory allowable to be treated as dry land. Bulkhead lines are covered under Wis.Stats. 30.11 Establishment of Bulkhead Lines.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)

11. County Zoning Agency: (NR 115.03(2) a committee created or designated by county boardunder Wis. Stats. 59.69(2)(a), to act in all matters pertaining to county Planning & Zoning.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)12. Department: (NR 115.03(3) means the Department of Natural Resources.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)13. DBH:  Diameter at breast height; the average diameter (outside the bark) of a tree 4.5 feetabove mean ground level.14. Driving Access Road:  A privately owned roadway or driveway for use by registered motorvehicles to access a water body.15. Dry Boathouse:  A boathouse located in its entirety landward of the OHWM.16. Exempt Structures: Listed under NR115.05 (1) 4.(b)1.1m.a.-f. Structures that are exempt fromthe shoreland Setback of 75 feet that satisfy the requirements in Wis. Stats. 59.692(1v),Boathouses, walkways, stairways, or rail systems that are necessary to provide pedestrianaccess to the shoreline and are a maximum of 60-inches in width.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)17. Existing Pattern of Development: Existing development pattern means that principalstructures exist within 250 feet of a proposed principal structure in both directions along theshoreline,
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)18. Fire Pit: A structure used to contain an outdoor fire and constructed to have a permanentlocation on the landscape such as a depression surrounded by pavers, gravel or otherimpervious surfaces. Metal fire rings or other movable vessels intended to contain an outdoorfire are not considered fire pits for regulatory purposes.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)19. Floodplain: The land which has been or may be covered by floodwater during the regional flood.The flood plain includes the floodway and the flood fringe and may include other designatedfloodplain areas for regulatory purposes. The floodplain of navigable rivers or streams in VilasCounty shall be presumed to be that shown on Flood Hazard Boundary Maps or Flood InsuranceRate Maps.
Note: The floodplain definition is included in Wisconsin Administrative Code NR115.03 (4) and NR 116.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)20. Footprint: The exact perimeter outline of existing structure on the ground surface.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)21. Forest Law Programs:  Wisconsin managed forest tax programs including Forest Crop Law,Woodlands Tax Law, and Managed Forest Law.
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Mean (Average) Bearing
Frontage Width

90

22. Forestry Best Management Practices (BMPs):  Practices set forth in the manual titled, AWisconsin’s Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality.  BMPs are consideredminimum standards in forest management in Vilas County.23. Frontage Width
OHWM

History: (Amendment #85-216, Section 3.2, effective 6-27-07)24. Habitable Living Area: The three-dimensional space enclosed floor area arranged for living orsleeping.  The area can include multiple levels of an existing structure.  The area does notinclude decks, open porches, garages, or overhangs.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)25. Habitable Structure:  Any three-dimensional space enclosed structure arranged for living orsleeping purposes.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)26. Island Access Lot:  Any lot abutting a navigable water body that provides a deeded access forone or more island lots.27. Impervious Surface Areas: An area that releases as runoff all or a majority of the precipitationthat falls on it. Impervious surface includes, but is not limited to rooftops, sidewalks,structures, decks, walkways, driveways and parking areas, (including graveled areas) unlessspecifically designed, constructed, and maintained to be pervious. “Impervious surface”excludes frozen soil, streets and Roadways as defined in Wis. Stats. 340.01(54), Wis. Adm.Code, or sidewalks as defined in Wis. Stats. 340.01(58), Wis. Adm. Code, are not consideredimpervious surfaces.
Note: Gravel -- Typical gravel materials used for roads and parking lots are engineered and compacted to withstand heavy

loads.  These compacted gravel materials form a seal through which water will not readily infiltrate.  Runoff from
gravel is similar to paved surfaces with only a slight reduction in runoff.  Gravel driveways are therefore considered
impervious.

History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)28. Land Disturbance Activities: Construction, grading, filling, excavating or any other activitieswhich result in the temporary or permanent removal of vegetative cover, increased potentialfor soil erosion, increased stormwater runoff volumes or velocities, or increased total area ofimpervious surfaces; or activities which include but are not limited to construction on steepslopes, development of private boat landings or access roads to the water body, developmentof paths to the shoreline requiring disturbance of the land.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)

Frontage Width:  The frontage width shall bemeasured perpendicular to the mean(average) bearing of the side lot lines.  Thismeasurement shall start at the point where theside lot line intersects the OHWM and thenmeasured on the perpendicular mean(average) to intersect the opposing side lotline. (See Diagram)
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29. Logging: Harvesting forestry products on parcels of land, ten acres or greater for profit.30. Minimum Lot Width: The minimum lot width shall be measured at the 75 feet setback line forwaterfront lot(s).
History: (Amendment #85-216, Section 3.2, effective 6-27-07)
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2 Minor Repairs removed, effective 02-01-17)31. Mitigation: (NR115.03 (4r)) Balancing measures designed implemented to restore naturalfunctions and values that are otherwise lost through development and human activities.
History: (Amendment #85-231, Section 3.2, effective 11-25-09)32. Navigable Water: (NR115.03(5) Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, all natural inland lakes withinWisconsin and all streams, ponds, sloughs, flowages and other waters within the territoriallimits of this state, including the Wisconsin portion of boundary waters, which are navigableunder the laws of this state.  Under Wis. Stats.  281.31(2)(d), notwithstanding any otherprovision of law or administrative rule promulgated thereunder, shoreland ordinancesrequired under Wis. Stats. 59.692, and Ch. NR 115, Wis. Adm. Code, do not apply to landsadjacent to:a. Farm drainage ditches where such lands are not adjacent to a natural navigable streamor river and such lands were not navigable streams before ditching; andb. Artificially constructed drainage ditches, ponds or stormwater retention basins that arenot hydrologically connected to a natural navigable water body
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)33. Non-conforming Structure: Can be a principal or an accessory structure. An existing structurethat was lawfully placed when constructed but that does not comply with the requiredbuilding setback under NR115.05(1) (b) 1, (75 feet from OHWM).
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)34. Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM): The point on the bank or shore up to which thepresence and action of surface water is so continuous as to leave a distinctive mark such as byerosion, destruction, or prevention of terrestrial vegetation, predominance of aquaticvegetation, or other easily recognized characteristic.35. Previously Developed Land: Land that is or was occupied by a structure.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)36. Principal Structures: Anything constructed or erected the use of which requires a permanentor temporary location on the ground, including but not limited to any structure, in which theprincipal use of the lot is being conducted.  Principal structures do not include boathouses oraccessory structures such as decks, gazebos, storage structures (used for personal storage), ornon-rental guesthouses.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)37. Private Club: A private business which may be licensed by the Wisconsin Department ofHealth and Family Services which includes dwelling units for short term rental in one or morepermanent structures utilized principally for the accommodation of employees or clubmembers.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)38. Regional Flood: A flood determined to be representative of large floods known to haveoccurred in Wisconsin. A regional flood is a flood with a one percent chance of being equaledor exceeded in any given year.
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Note: The regional flood is based upon a statistical analysis of stream flow records available for watershed and/or an
analysis of rainfall and runoff characteristics in the general watershed region. The flood frequency of the regional
flood is once in every 100 years. In any given year, there is a 1% chance that the regional flood may occur. During a
typical 30−year	mortgage	period,	the	regional	 lood	has	a	26%	chance	of	occurring.

History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)39. Resort: A private business licensed by the Wisconsin Department of Health and FamilyServices which includes dwelling units for short term transient rental, (less than 30 days), inone or more permanent structures utilized principally for the accommodation of the public forrecreation.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)40. Routine Maintenance of Vegetation: Normally accepted horticultural practices that do notresult in the loss of any layer of existing vegetation and do not require earth disturbance.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)41. Select Cutting: Timber harvest which leaves a minimum of 60 square feet of basal area peracre in trees five inches’ diameter at breast height (DBH) and larger, evenly distributed. Treessmaller than 5" in diameter shall be preserved to maintain underbrush growth and to protectthe quality of the shoreland buffer area.42. Shoreland: Has the meaning set forth in 2.1 A.43. Shoreland Lot:  A lot within a shoreland area.  Shoreland lots can be waterfront lots or backlots.44. Shoreland setback: Also known as the “Shoreland setback area” in Wis. Stats.  59.692(1) (bn),means an area in a shoreland that is within a certain distance of the ordinary high-water markin which the construction or placement of structures has been limited or prohibited under anordinance enacted under Wis. Stats. 59.692.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)45. Shoreland−Wetland	Zoning	District: A zoning district, created as a part of a county shorelandzoning ordinance, comprised of shorelands that are designated as wetlands on the Wisconsinwetland inventory maps prepared by the department.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)46. Shoreline Recreational Area:  An area paralleling the shoreline where trees, shrubbery, orundergrowth have been selectively cut to provide an access and viewing corridor and toprovide for recreation.47. Slash:  Any treetops, limbs, bark, abandoned forest products, windfalls or other debris left onthe land after timber or other forest products have been cut.48. Structure: A principal structure or any accessory structure including a garage shed,boathouse, sidewalk, stairway, walkway, patio, deck, retaining wall, and a porch or a fire pit.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)49. Structure Envelope: The three dimensional space within which a structure is built. (Alsoknown as a building envelope)
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)
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50. Unnecessary Hardship: That circumstance where special conditions affecting a particularproperty, which were not self−created,	have	made	strict	conformity	with	restrictions	governing area, setbacks, frontage, height or density unnecessarily burdensome orunreasonable in light of the purposes of the zoning ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)51. Wharf: Any structure in navigable waters extending along the shore and generallyconnected with the uplands throughout its length, built or maintained for the purpose ofproviding a berth for watercraft, seaplane or for loading or unloading cargo or passengersonto or from watercraft. Such a structure may include a boat hoist or boat lift, and the hoist orlift may be permanent or may be removed seasonally.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)52. Water Access Lot:  Any lot abutting a navigable water body providing deeded access for lotsthat do not a butt a navigable water body.53. Waterbody:  A navigable water.54. Waterfront Access Lots: Lots that provide waterfront access to other lots.  Waterfront accesslots include water access lots and island access lots.55. Waterfront Lot:  Any lot which abuts navigable water.56. Wet Boathouses:  A boathouse extending in whole or in part water forward of the OHWM.
History: (Amendment #85-177, Section 3.2, effective 11-12-02)57. Wetlands: Areas where water is at, near or above the land surface long enough to be capableof supporting aquatic or hydrophytic vegetation, and which have soils indicative of wetconditions.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.2, effective 02-01-17)
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 3.3 removed, effective 02-01-17)

NOTE: Section 3.4 & 3.5 - Lake and River Classification Was Removed and Placed at the end ofthe Ordinance as an Appendix.
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ARTICLE IV:

MINIMUM LOT SIZE FOR SHORELAND LOTS AND WATERFRONT ACCESS LOTS

4.1 Applicability.
A. New Waterfront Lots.All lots recorded, approved, or filed after enactment of this ordinance shall meet minimumrequirements in this Article.
B. Existing Waterfront Lots.1. Existing lots are defined as follows:a. All lots recorded or filed with the Vilas County Register of Deeds office prior toenactment of this ordinance.b. All lots created prior to the Vilas County Subdivision Control Ordinance and on file inthe Vilas County Surveyor’s Office which meet the minimum lot size requirements ofNR115 prior to enactment of this ordinance.c. All lots created under the Vilas County Subdivision Control Ordinance and on file inthe Vilas County Surveyor’s Office which meet the minimum lot size requirements ofNR115 prior to enactment of this ordinance.d. All single lots and splits created where Vilas County Planning & Zoning approval wasnot required, but lots meet the minimum standards set forth in NR115 and the VilasCounty Subdivision Ordinance at the date on which they were created, and the mapis filed in the Vilas County Surveyor’s Office prior to enactment of this ordinance.2. Existing lots are subject to the requirements in Section 4.2.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 4.1, B., 1., b. – d., effective 02-01-17)

C. Shoreland Back Lots.1. Base minimum lot sizes are in Article IV: Zoning District Regulations General ZoningOrdinance.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 4.1, C., 1., effective 02-01-17)

4.2 Standards for Existing Lots and Resorts.
A. Existing Lots.Existing lots may be used as a structure site, upon issuance of a zoning permit by the ZoningAdministrator or designee provided the following conditions are satisfied in addition to anyother applicable requirements for a zoning permit:1. The lot, when recorded, met the minimum dimensional standards in effect on that date;2. Lots within the Shoreland Wetland District must comply with Article X of this Ordinance;3. Substandard Lots:a. The substandard lot or parcel was never reconfigured or combined with another lotor parcel by plat, survey, or consolidation by the owner into one property tax parcel;b. Once combined the parcel(s)cannot be split into previous substandard parcel(s);c. The substandard lot or parcel has never been developed with one or more of itsstructures placed partly upon an adjacent lot or parcel;d. Substandard lot or parcel is developed to comply with all ordinance requirements.4. Except for lots which meet the requirements of section 4.3 a Zoning Permit for theimprovement of a lot having lesser dimensions than those stated in sections 4.1, 4.2, 4.3and 4.4 shall be issued only if a variance is granted by the Board of Adjustment.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 4.2, A., 3. & 4., remove 5., 6., & 7., effective 02-01-17)

B. Minimum Lot Size Requirements for Existing Resorts.1. Maintenance of Existing Density.
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All resorts existing on the date this ordinance is adopted shall be allowed to continue inoperation at their existing density.2. Expansion of Resort Rental Structures on Existing Property.Resorts existing on the date this ordinance is enacted may construct additionalstructures on existing property as long as the cumulative minimum frontage andminimum lot area requirements for all structures as set forth below are not exceeded.a. Single Unit Resort Rental Structures:1. Within 200 feet from the OHWM:(a) 100 feet of frontage width; and (b) 20,000 square feet of lot area2. Greater than 200 feet from the OHWM:(a) 65,340 square feet of lot areab. Duplex Unit Resort Rental Structures:1. Within 200 feet from the OHWM:(a) 100 feet of frontage width for initial single unit, plus 50 feet for anadditional contiguous unit; for an initial duplex structure. Plus 150 feet foreach additional duplex structure; and(b) 20,000 square feet of lot area for initial single unit, plus10,000 square feetof lot area for an additional contiguous unit plus 30,000 square feet of lotarea for each additional duplex structure2. Greater than 200 feet from the OHWM:(a) 87,120 square feet, (2 acres), of lot area plus 87,120 square feet, (2 acres),of lot area for each additional duplex structurec. Multiple Unit Resort Rental Structures:1. Within 200 feet from the OHWM:(a) 100 feet of frontage width plus 50 feet for each additional contiguous unit;(b) 20,000 square feet of lot area plus 10,000 square feet of lot area for eachadditional contiguous unit2. Greater than 200 feet from the OHWM:(a) 65,340 square feet of lot area plus 20,000 square feet of lot area for eachadditional contiguous unitd. Lodges and Non-Rental Residences:1. Within 200 feet from the OHWM:(a) 100 feet of frontage width; and (b) 20,000 square feet of lot area2. Greater than 200 feet from the OHWM:65,340 square feet lot area3. Expansion of Resort Rental Structures on Additional Propertya. Existing resorts may expand with additional units by purchase of contiguousproperty provided corresponding zoning district allows for expansion of the resort.b. Expansion of existing resorts on contiguous property shall meet the requirements in4.2. B.2.4. Replacement of Resort Rental Structuresa. Existing Resorts exceeding Maximum Resort Density Requirements.Rental structures may be replaced if the number of dwelling units is not increased.b. Existing Resorts complying with Maximum Resort Density Requirements.1. The new resort rental structure complies with the OHWM setback, and2. The density of new structures does not exceed maximum density requirementsas described in 4.2. B.2.c. Replacement of any resort rental structures shall comply with other provisions ofthis ordinance including, but not limited to, obtaining proper sanitary permits,zoning permits, Department of Health requirements and rental license, and adheringto impervious surface and land disturbance requirements of Article IX.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 4.2, B.,1., 2., & 4., effective 02-01-17)
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C. Minimum Lot Size Requirements for Existing Condominium Expansion Areas.When a condominium plat has been filed and recorded with the Register of Deeds prior tothe date of enactment of this ordinance and the plat shows an expansion area for newstructures, additional structures may be constructed in expansion area(s) provided theymeet the same requirements as existing resorts set forth in 4.2. B.2
4.3 Minimum Area and Width Requirements for New Waterfront Lots.

A. Sewered Lots.  Minimum Area for Each Lot. The minimum lot area shall be 10,000 sq. ft.1. Sewered lots minimum buildable area is 4,500 square feet of contiguous area.a. Buildable area is a contiguous specific area on a lot that meets lot width, lot area,yard and setback requirements for a principal structure.
Note: For annexed or incorporated shoreland lots refer to Wis. Stats. 61.353.

B. Unsewered Lots. Minimum Area for Each Lot.1. The minimum lot area shall be 20,000 sq. ft.2. The minimum buildable area is 16,500 square feet of contiguous area.a. Buildable area is a contiguous specific area on a lot which meets lot width, lot area,yard and setback requirements for a principal structure.LakeOHWM

Road
C. Minimum Width for Each Lot.1. The minimum average lot width for:a. Sewered lots shall be 65 feet with 65 feet of frontage width.b. Unsewered lots shall be100 feet with a 100 feet of frontage width.2. The width shall be calculated by averaging measurements at the following 3 locations:a. Frontage width measured as defined in Article III, 3.2, 24.b. The building setback line (75 feet).c. 300 feet from the OHWM unless rear lot line is closer than 300 feet.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 4.3, A., B., & C., added., Table 3 speaking to lot size by lakes class removed., effective

02-01-17)

75’

15’ 15’
16,500 SQ. FT.

? - 100’

Road setback as applicable.
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4.4 Minimum Lot Size Requirements for Specified Uses.
A. Single residential lots shall comply with base minimum lot size requirements.
B. Multi-family developments with one residential unit per structure shall comply withbase minimum requirement for each single residential unit.
C. Duplexes and Multi-family developments with multiple residential units perstructure(s) shall include base minimum requirements for each residential structure plus anadditional 50 percent of the base minimums for each additional contiguous dwelling unit.
D. Hotels/Motels shall include the base minimum requirements for each motel and/or hotelstructure plus as an additional two (2) percent of base minimums for each additionalcontiguous bedroom unit.  A single motel/hotel room shall be considered a single bedroom.
E. All resorts established after effective date of this ordinance shall conform to minimums oflot area, frontage width, and lot width requirements of multi-family developments.
F. Commercial lots shall comply with base minimum requirements.
G. Multi-Commercial developments, (non-residential), with multiple Commercial units perstructure(s) shall include base minimum requirements for each Commercial structure plusan additional 50 percent of base minimums for each additional contiguous Commercial unit.
H. Lots, which include a combination of the development categories in 4.3. B shall complywith all of the requirements for each applicable category.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 4.4, A., C., D., & G., effective 02-01-17)

4.5 Waterfront Access Lots.
A. Water Access Lots.1. General Restrictions.a. Water access lots are not allowed on lakes less than 100 acres or Class I rivers andstreams.b. Water access lots shall not be allowed in Single-Family Residential (R-1) ZoningDistricts unless they provide access to a single backlot unit.
Note: Zoning Districts are located in General Zoning Ordinance.c. Three lots (contiguous or non-contiguous) are permitted access per each wateraccess lot.2. Minimum Lot Size.a. A water access lot shall meet base minimum lot and width requirements underSection 4.3 and district requirements in the Vilas County General Zoning OrdinanceArticle IV.3. Buffer Area.Each water access lot shall include a vegetative buffer area along each side lot boundary.a. 0-35 feet from the OHWM no removal of trees, shrubs, or undergrowth is permittedb. 35-300 feet from the OHWM select cut and a select cut viewing corridor is permitted.c. Water access lot buffers may include wetlands.d. The remaining lot width between the buffers shall not include any wetlands.4. Improvements on a water access lot are limited to the following:a. A driveway onto the access lot is allowable. The driveway shall not be closer than100 feet from the OHWM. The driveway shall not be greater than 20 feet in width. Inaddition to the width of the driveway, parking spaces are allowed on an access lot,but only limited to equal the number of units plus one additional space.
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b. A single (1) shoreline recreational area is permitted at the water’s edge subject tothe requirements in 8.3E.c. A path is allowed to the shoreline recreational area. The path shall not exceed fivefeet in width.d. One privy is allowed on the access lot provided the privy complies with all otherfederal, state and local regulations.
B. Island Access Lots.1. General Restrictions.a. An island access lot is not allowed in a Single-Family Residential (R-1) ZoningDistricts unless it provides access to a single island dwelling unit.
Note: Zoning Districts located in General Zoning Ordinance.b. A maximum of six island lots (contiguous or non-contiguous) shall be permitted foreach island access lot.2. Minimum Lot Size.a. Each island access lot shall meet the applicable base minimum size and widthrequirements under Section 4.3 above and the district requirements in the VilasCounty General Zoning Ordinance Article IV.b. An island access lot shall meet the minimum frontage width and area requirements.3. Buffer Area.Each island access lot shall include a vegetative buffer area along each side lot boundary.a. 0-35 feet from the OHWM no removal of trees, shrubs, or undergrowth is permittedb. 35-300 feet from the OHWM select cutting with a select cut viewing corridor ispermitted.c. Each buffer width beyond 75 ft. shall be a minimum of 25 ft.d. Island access lot buffers may include wetlands.e. The remaining lot width between the buffers shall not include any wetlands.4. Structures.No structures shall be permitted on island access lots unless only one island dwellingunit has access via this access lot.
C. Waterfront Access Easements.1. Except as specifically authorized by Wis. Stats. 30.131, no easements may be conveyedto a non-riparian landowner to allow access to water bodies or for any other purpose.2. Existing easements are authorized to the extent allowed by state law.3. Wis. Stats. 30.133 Prohibition against conveyance of riparian rights.Wis. Stats. 30.133(1) Beginning on April 9, 1994, and except as provided in Wis. Stats.30.1335, no owner of riparian land that abuts a navigable water may grant by aneasement or by a similar conveyance any riparian right in the land to another person,except for the right to cross the land in order to have access to the navigable water. Thisright to cross the land may not include the right to place any structure or material,including a boat docking facility, as defined in Wis. Stats. 30.1335 (1) (a), in thenavigable water.
History: (Amendment #85-231, Section 4.5, effective 11-25-09) Removed note.

D. “Dockominiums” Prohibition.The sale of mooring sites and berths as a condominium or non-condominium unit separatefrom a dwelling unit on the same shoreland lot is prohibited.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 4.4, A., B., & C., effective 02-01-17)
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ARTICLE V:

SETBACKS

5.1 Ordinary High Water Mark Setback.
A. Applicability1. The provisions of this article shall apply to all new structures except those listed in 5.1 Cbelow.2. Structures in place when this Ordinance was adopted are considered conformingstructures and not required to meet the provisions of this article.3. Non-conforming structures located closer than 75 feet to the OHWM are subject to theprovisions of Article VI of this Ordinance.
B. Building SetbackA seventy-five (75) foot setback from the OHWM is required for all new structures unlessspecifically exempted by 5.1 C below.
C. Exemptions1. Exempt structures such as porches, gazebos, etc. which meet the requirements of ArticleXII of this Ordinance.2. Exempt structures such as boathouses, stairways, and access paths that meet therequirements of Article VII of this Ordinance.3. Fences and roadways which meet the requirements of Article VII of this Ordinance.4. Private on-site wastewater treatment systems that comply with WisconsinAdministrative Code SPS 383.5. Devices or systems used to treat runoff from impervious surfaces.6. Broadcast signal receivers, including satellite dishes or antennas that are 3.5 feet or lessin diameter.7. Utility transmission and distribution lines, poles, and towers, water towers, pumpingstations, and well pump house covers.8. Existing exempt structures may be maintained, repaired, replaced, restored, rebuilt, andremodeled provided the activity does not expand the footprint and does not go beyondthe three-dimensional building envelope of the existing structure.  Expansion may beallowed beyond the existing footprint if the expansion is necessary to comply withapplicable state or federal requirements.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 5.1, A., B., & C., effective 02-01-17)

5.2 Reduced Ordinary High Water Mark Setbacks.
A. Reduced Principal Structure Setback.A setback less than the 75 feet required setback from the ordinary high water mark shall bepermitted for a proposed principal structure, (with no attached/detached accessorystructures within 75 feet), and shall be determined as follows:1. Where there is an existing pattern of development, the setback shall equal the averagesetback from the ordinary high water mark of the two existing principal structures oneach side provided all of the following are met:a. Both of existing principal structures are located on adjacent lots to the proposedprincipal structure.b. Both of the existing principal structures are located within 250 feet of the proposedprincipal structure and they are the closest structure.c. Both of the existing principal structures are located less than 75 feet from theordinary high water mark.
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d. The average setback shall not be reduced to less than 35feet from the ordinary highwater mark of any navigable water.
B. Reduced Public Right-of-Way Setback Line for a Principal or Accessory Structure.1. Finding.Where the required public right-of-way setback line on an existing waterfront lot do notallow for a 30-feet deep structure envelope for a principal or accessory structure, anunnecessary hardship usually exists which warrants a reasonable reduction in setbackrequirements.2. Applicability.Reduced public right-of-way setback line provisions shall only be applicable where thefollowing conditions are satisfied:a. The lot is, existing, as defined in 4.1B.b. The construction of a principal or accessory structure or the relocation of a principalor accessory structure farther from OHWM than its previous location is proposed.c. A reduced setback is necessary to create a 30 feet deep structure envelopeincluding overhangs and appurtenances.3. Reduction in the Public Right-of-Way Setback Line.a. The public right-of-way setback line may be reduced until a 30 feet deep structureenvelope is established, provided the resulting setback is not less than 15 feet for aprincipal structure and not less than 5 feet for a detached accessory structure fromthe public right-of-way.b. A reduction to a public road setback line may require prior approval from themunicipality or jurisdictional authority responsible for public road setbacks.4. Mitigation is required pursuant to Article XI.
History: (Amendment #85-177, Section 5.2B., 5.2B.1, 2., 3., 4., & 5. & 5.2B.2., a. thru d. & 5.2B.3. a. &b., effective 11-12-02.)
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 5.2, A., & B., effective 02-01-17)

5.3 Side Yard Setbacks
All New Structures
A. The minimum side yard setback for all new principal structures shall be fifteen feet (15'),except in the Community Business District where side yard setbacks shall comply with theCommunity Business District standards in in the General Zoning Ordinance.
B. Except in a Community Business District an accessory structure attached or built less than18 inches from a principal structure shall be 15 feet or greater from any side propertyboundary or property line.
C. All other structures are subject to setback provisions set forth in the General ZoningOrdinance.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 5.3, A., & B., effective 02-01-17)
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ARTICLE VI

REGULATION OF NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES LOCATED CLOSER THAN 75' FROM THE
OHWM

6.1 Applicability.This Article applies to nonconforming structures located less than seventy-five feet (75') from theOHWM and works in conjunction with provisions in the Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance.Lawful existing uses of a structure, which existed at the time this ordinance took effect, may becontinued subject to the conditions in Article VIII and IX of the Vilas County General ZoningOrdinance.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 6.1, A., effective 02-01-17)

6.2 Intent.It is the intent of this Article to balance the public objectives of this ordinance with the interests ofowners of nonconforming structures located closer than seventy-five feet from the OHWM by:
A. Treating smaller, more readily moveable structures more restrictively than larger, morepermanent principal structures;
B. Treating structures located closer to navigable waterways within seventy-five feet of theOHWM more restrictively than structures which are more nearly in compliance with theseventy-five feet minimum setback;
C. Allowing for limited expansion of a principal structure provided the adverse effects of suchimprovement or expansion are mitigated;
D. Limiting the extent of expansion of principal structures vertically and laterally to minimizeadverse water quality, shoreland buffer zone, aesthetic and other impacts from suchexpansion. Providing incentive for property owners seeking major expansions to considerrelocation of the principal structure beyond seventy-five feet from the OHWM
E. Encouraging removal of accessory structures from the 75 ft. setback area to promote bufferareas and decrease runoff to the water body.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 6.2, E., & F., effective 02-01-17)

6.3 NONCONFORMING USES AND NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES.
A. Discontinued Nonconforming Use. (NR 115.05(1)(g)(3) If a nonconforming use isdiscontinued for a period of 12 months, any future use of the building, structure or propertyshall conform to the ordinance.
B. Applicable to All Nonconforming Structures.1. Side yard and rear yard setbacks.a. Alterations or additions shall not encroach into any required side or rear yardsetbacks beyond existing wall or eave encroachment.  Any existing wall or eaveencroachment may be continued in expansions.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 6.3, A., & B., effective 02-01-17)

6.4 External Alterations, Maintenance, Additions, Relocation and Replacement of
Nonconforming Principal Structures
A. For all nonconforming structures, alterations or additions shall not encroach into anyrequired side or rear yard setback beyond any existing encroachment.  Any existing side orrear yard encroachment may be continued in expansions.
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B. A nonconforming principal structure located 0-35 feet from the OHWM:1. May be maintained, repaired, and replaced within its existing footprint, notwithstandingany side yard setback regulations in the Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance.2. May be expanded vertically to a mean height of no more than 35 feet;3. May not be expanded laterally.
C. A nonconforming principal structure located 35-75 feet from the OHWM:1. May be maintained, repaired, and replaced within its existing footprint, notwithstandingany side yard setback regulations in the Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance.2. May be expanded vertically to a mean height of no more than 35 feet;3. May be expanded laterally subject to the following limitations:a. No more than 200 square feet of lateral expansions is permitted over the life of thestructure;b. No portion of the expansion may be any closer to the OHWM than the closest part ofthe nonconforming principal structure.c. If any portion of the nonconforming principal structure is located within 35 feet ofthe OHWM no lateral expansion is allowed.d. An approved Vegetative Mitigation plan implemented by the property owner by adate specified in the mitigation plan.  The mitigation plan shall meet the standardsfound in Article XII.
D. Expansion shall be unlimited beyond 75 feet from the OHWM provided all other Ordinancerequirements are met.
E. Relocation of a nonconforming principal structure may occur within 35 feet – 75 feet, if thecounty determines a principal structure cannot be placed 75 feet or greater from the OHWMand is subject to the following:1. The structure cannot be placed closer to the OHWM than existing structure, but greaterthan 35 feet from the OHWM2. Use of the structure has not been discontinued for a period of 12 months or more if anonconforming use.3. The proposed principal structure footprint shall not exceed more than 50 square feet ofthe existing structure’s footprint area.a. Additional Requirements:b. The County shall issue a permit requiring an approved mitigation plan meeting thestandards in Article XI, implemented by the property owner by a date specified inthe permit.c. The mitigation measures shall be proportional to the amount and impacts of thereplaced or relocated structure being permitted.d. The obligations of the property owner under the mitigation plan shall be evidencedby an instrument recorded in the office of the County Register of Deeds.e. All other provisions of the shoreland ordinance shall be met.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 6.4, effective 02-01-17)

6.5 Maintenance, Repair and Replacement of Nonconforming Accessory Structures.
A. Nonconforming accessory structures located 0-75 feet from the OHWM:1. May be maintained or repaired;2. Replaced in the same footprint with similar structures of the same three-dimensionalsize (example: replace a deck with deck or patio)3. Vertically expanded provided all other Ordinance requirements are met.
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B. Section 6.5A above does not apply to nonconforming accessory structures that were notlawfully placed when, constructed.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 6.5, effective 02-01-17)

6.6 Maintenance, Repair, Replacement or Vertical Expansion of Structures Authorized
by Variance.A structure of which any part has been authorized to be located within the shoreland setback areaby a variance granted before July 15, 2015:
A. May be maintained, repaired, replaced, restored, rebuilt or remodeled within its existingfootprint;
B. May be expanded vertically to a mean height of no more than 35 feet above grade level;
C. May be expanded beyond the existing footprint if the County determines the expansion isnecessary to comply with applicable state or federal requirements.
Note: Section 59.692(1k) (a)2. Prohibits counties from requiring any approval or imposing any fee or mitigationrequirement for the activities specified in section 6.6.  However, it is important to note that property owners maybe required to obtain permits or approvals and counties may impose fees under ordinances adopted pursuant toother statutory requirements, such as floodplain zoning, general zoning, sanitary codes, building codes, or evenstormwater erosion control.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 6.6, added effective 02-01-17)
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ARTICLE VII:

REGULATION OF BOATHOUSES, FENCES, STAIRWAYS, ACCESS PATHS AND ROADS

7.1 Boathouses.
A. Applicability.This Section applies to boathouses located within the OHWM setback. Boathouses locatedbeyond the OHWM Setback are considered accessory structures and shall conform to allother applicable local, state and federal laws.
B. Requirements for New Construction.1. General Requirements.A boathouse may be constructed by a property owner only if a Zoning Permit and aShoreland Alteration Permit and an Erosion Control Plan have been issued
Note: All three permits are required to be filled out and filed with the Zoning Office.2. New Construction Requirements.a. Setbacks.i. For all lakes and rivers, new boathouses may be placed within the area locatedbetween five (5) feet inland from the OHWM and the OHWM setback,ii. New boathouses shall be located within the viewing corridor, no closer than fifteen(15) feet from any side property boundary.b. Size, Number, Configuration and Placement.i. For lakes less than 100 acres, new boathouses shall not exceed a maximumfootprint (excluding overhangs) of 100 square feet except at licensed resorts;ii. For lakes of 100 acres or more, new boathouses shall not exceed a maximumfootprint (excluding overhangs) of 300 square feet;iii. New boathouses size requirements 11.3, D. of this Ordinance by Lake Name.iv. Maximum width of the boathouses parallel to the OHWM shall not exceed 15 feetv. New boathouses at licensed resorts are permitted if the cumulative footprint(excluding eaves) new and existing boathouses does not exceed 300 square feet.vi. New boathouses can only be one story.vii. The footprint of a boathouse shall be of rectangular or square configuration.viii. Boathouses shall be constructed with solid walls, not opaque, glass or screenedsidewalls or doors.ix. Vegetation removal shall be minimized when locating any new boathouse.x. Retaining walls are not exempt structures and cannot be authorized within 75 feetof the OHWM.xi. The structure shall be designed and constructed solely for the storage of boats andrelated equipment. Other features inconsistent with the use of the structureexclusively as a boathouse are not permitted.xii. Boathouses shall be constructed in accordance with the Vilas County FloodplainOrdinance.c. Height and Roof Requirements.i. Maximum side wall height for new boat houses shall be ten (10) feet.ii. Minimum side wall height for new boat houses shall be six (6) feetiii. Overhangs for roofs shall not exceed 18 inches.iv. Flat roofs on new boathouses are permitted.v. The roof of a boathouse may be used as a deck provided that:a) The roof has a railing meeting State of Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code.b) The roof has no sidewalls or screens.
History: (Amendment #85-177, Section 7.1B., 7.1B3. b.1.,6. & 7., 7. 1B.3. c. Note, effective 11-12-02)
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C. Boathouse Use, Restrictions and Prohibitions.1. The use of any new or existing boathouse for any purposes other than storage ofwatercraft and water related equipment is prohibited.2. Boathouses shall not be used in any way for human habitation.3. Boathouses shall not contain any plumbing or kitchen facilities.4. Boathouses shall not support any type, shape or form of antenna or other appurtenanceunless specifically allowed by Wis. Stats. 59.69(4d) and NR115.05(1)(b) d.
History: (Amendment #85-177, Section 7.1C.1., effective 11-12-02)
D. Boathouse LimitationsOnly one (1) boathouse is permitted per lot with the exception of resort developments.  Upto three boathouses are permitted in resort developments, if the total footprint area of allboathouses does not exceed the maximum footprint area allowed for resorts as specified in7. 1B.2.b(2) and are built within the viewing corridor(s).
E. Maintenance or Repair of Existing Boathouses.1. Existing Wet Boathouses.Repair and maintenance of a wet boathouse must comply with Wis. Stats. 30.121.
Note: Vilas County does not regulate wet boathouses. Owners should contact the Wisconsin D.N.R.
History: (Amendment #85-177, Section 7.1E.1., effective 11-12-02)2. Existing Dry Boathouses.Existing Exempt Structures.  (Wis. Stats. 59.692(1k) (a)2m, Stats) Existing exemptstructures may be maintained, repaired, replaced, restored, rebuilt and remodeledprovided the activity does not expand the footprint and does not go beyond the three-dimensional building envelope of the existing structure.Counties may allow expansion of a structure beyond the existing footprint if theexpansion is necessary to comply with applicable state or federal requirements.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 7.1, B., C., D., & E., effective 02-01-17)

7.2 Fences.
A. (Fences are not allowed within the shoreland setback area since they are not identified as anexempt structure.) No fences can be placed within 75 feet of the OHWM.
B. Fences greater than 75 feet from OHWM shall conform to the provisions of Section 5.12 ofthe Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 7.2, A., effective 02-01-17)

7.3 Paths, Boat Landings and Access Roads.
A. Pedestrian Access Path.1. General Provisions.One pedestrian access path to the shoreline or within seventy-five (75) feet of theordinary high water mark (OHWM) of a lake, river or stream that is necessary to providepedestrian access to the shoreline may be permitted on a lot provided:a. It is located, constructed and surfaced so as to effectively control erosion; andb. It is located within the shoreline recreational area; andc. It is located and constructed to minimize removal of trees and shrubbery; andd. It is constructed of materials which blend with the natural ground cover in thevicinity of the path; ande. The cutting of vegetation complies with Forestry BMPs.; andf. It has a maximum width of five feet; andg. If the path is to be paved and is paved with materials such as concrete, asphalt,pavers or bricks, a shoreland alteration permit is required, as set forth in Article IX.
History: (Amendment #85-177, Section 7.3A.1., 7.3A.1. a. thru g., effective 11-12-02)
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2. The pedestrian access path may be, an elevated stairway, above ground walkway orpowered lift if:a. It is essential to access the shore because of steep slopes or wet soils; andb. It is the minimum construction necessary to provide access; andc. It is no more than five feet (5’) wide; andd. It includes no additional construction other than railings essential for safety; and
History: (Amendment #85-177, Section 7.3A.2. a. thru d. effective 11-12-02)e. Landings are allowable for safety purposes and not exceed 50 square feet. Benches,seats, tables, etc. are prohibited except where required to provide reasonableaccommodation of persons with disabilities as required by federal and state law;f. Stairways, walkways and lifts shall be supported on piles or footings.  Any landdisturbing activities must meet the requirements of Article IX of this Ordinance; andg. Construction plans are approved by, the Zoning Office.3. Resorts, hotels or motels may provide one pedestrian access path for each one hundredfeet of shoreline frontage width.
B. Private Boat Landings and Roadway Access to Water.1. General Limitation.New private boat landings and roadway access are not permitted except on a waterbody where there is no public accessible boat landing in existence.2. Specific Limitations.On water bodies without public accessible boat landing, a private roadway access andboat landing may be permitted subject to the following provisions:a. No roadway access or boat landing are permitted on slopes of 20% (1 rise:5 run) orgreater.b. No private access road may exceed twelve feet (12') in width.c. No private boat landing is permitted on a waterbody where a letter from the ownerof a boat landing is on file with the zoning office granting all property owners of thewaterbody use. Letters shall only be revocable on January 1 of the succeeding yearafter notification to the zoning office.d. A shoreland alteration permit is obtained and an erosion control plan is submitted.e. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Individual Permit approval shall berequired for placement of any structures or other activities water ward of OHWM.Applicable statutes and codes include Section 30.12, Wis. Stats. and Chapter NR 329,f. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regulations may also apply.
History: (Amendment #85-177, Section 7.3B.1. & 7.3B.2. effective 11-12-02)
C. Public Boat Landings and Roadway Access.1. Boat landings and roadway access to navigable water bodies for the purpose ofproviding public access, and which are located on publicly-owned lands, are subject toapproval from the Local, County, State or Federal management agency with jurisdictionover the riparian property the public access is located on.2. A public agency with management jurisdiction over riparian property, builder or anycontractors may be held responsible for compliance with these provisions fordevelopment of the public boat landing and roadway access.a. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources General permits are available for boatramps open to the public and are required for structures or other activities waterward of the OHWM. Statutes and codes include Section 30.12, Wis. Stats. andChapter NR 329,b. Local permits and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regulations may also apply.3. A shoreland alteration permit and an erosion control plan shall be submitted.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 7.3, A., B., & C., effective 02-01-17)
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ARTICLE VIII

REMOVAL OF TREES AND SHORE COVER

8.1 Applicability.This Article applies to the removal of trees and vegetation on shoreland properties.
Note: General Restrictions on Tree Removal are in Section 5.13 of the Vilas County General Zoning Ordinances.

8.2 Permitting Requirements.
A. General.1. All tree cutting exceeding the limitations of Section 8.3 requires a Shoreland AlterationPermit from the Vilas County Zoning Office.2. Tree cutting on more than 10 acres in a shoreland area also requires that the ownerprovide notice to the Vilas County Clerk’s Office.
B. Exceptions.1. Shoreland Alteration and Zoning Permits are not required when logging is performed onpublic lands (State, Federal, County and Town) or managed lands in compliance with aForest Law Program, or where governmental bodies or public utilities perform cutting.2. This Article shall not apply to removal of dead, dying, diseased trees, shrubbery, orvegetation creating an imminent safety hazard, if vegetation of this type removed inexcess may need to be replaced by replanting.  The Zoning Office shall be notified ifremoval of two (2) or more trees is taking place for verification.3. Removal of exotic or invasive species does not require a permit, but does require proofthrough photos of lot and location of invasive existence for record keeping, and need tobe replaced with species native to the area.Note: Information on invasive or exotic species is available at the Land and Water Conservation Office.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 8.2, B., effective 02-01-17)

8.3 Limitations on Removal of Trees and Shore Cover.
A. Preservation of Trees and Vegetation.Except as set forth in this section, natural shrubbery, trees, and undergrowth shall bepreserved as far as practicable on all shoreland properties, and if allowed to be removed, itshall be replaced with vegetation that is equally effective in meeting the objectives of thisOrdinance. The County may allow routine maintenance of vegetation.
B. Prohibition of Clear Cutting.Clear cutting of trees shall be prohibited within 300 feet of a lake or within 150 feet of ariver or stream other than for the following areas and purposes:1. Placement and maintenance of a principal structure within thirty feet (30') of eachexterior wall.2. Installation of a private septic system.3. Construction of a twenty feet (20') wide roadway from a public road or easement to theprincipal structure.  Such roadway may not encroach on any setback.
History: (Amendment #85-177, Section 8.3B.4. effective 11-12-02.)
C. No Cut Zone.1. Land extending from the ordinary high water mark to 35 feet inland is a vegetative

buffer zone.2. Except as set forth in other Articles of this ordinance, no removal of trees, shrubs orundergrowth is permitted within the vegetative buffer zone except as follows:a. Creation of a shoreline recreational area, (viewing corridor).
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D. Select Cut Zone.Select cutting of trees between 35 and 300 feet from the OHWM of a lake or between 35 and150 feet of the OHWM of a stream is permitted under the following conditions:1. A basal area of 60 square feet per acre, DBH, evenly distributed shall be maintained.2. Natural shrubbery, trees, and undergrowth shall be preserved as far as practicablewithin the select cutting area.3. The maximum slash height permitted shall be 24 inches.
E. Creation of a Shoreline Recreational Area, (Viewing Corridor).A shoreline recreational area, (viewing corridor), may be at least 35 feet wide for every 100feet of shoreline frontage.  The viewing corridor may run contiguously for the entiremaximum width of shoreline frontage owned. Extending from the OHWM.  Select cutting oftrees and shrubbery in this area is permitted to create a shoreline recreational area,(viewing corridor), if one does not exist naturally.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 8.3, A., B., C., D., & E., effective 02-01-17)

8.4 Alternative Tree Removal and Shore Cover Limitations.
A. General.A special cutting plan allowing cutting greater than that set in 8.3, except for section 8.3 C.,may be permitted by the Zoning Committee by issuance of a Shoreland Alteration Permit.
B. Application Requirements.In applying for such a permit, the Committee shall require the parcel owner to submit a plan,which includes the following information:1. Name;2. Address;3. Legal Description;4. Directions to Site;5. Location of Parking/Landing Areas;6. Topography of the Land;7. Existing Vegetation, OHWM, wetlands and structures;8. Proposed Cutting; and9. Proposed Replanting. Improve the plant community by replanting in the same area,10. Detailed plans designed to control erosion by limiting sedimentation into the waterbody,11. Maintain and monitor the newly restored area.12. Restriction to preserve the newly restored area.
C. The Committee may grant a permit with limitations if it finds that such special cutting plans;1. Will not cause undue erosion or destruction of scenic beauty;2. Will provide substantial screening from the water of dwellings, accessory structures andparking areas;3. Will not exceed the cutting restrictions in 8.3.E.; and4. Will comply with Forestry BMPs.
D. The Committee may require replacement plantings and the submission of a bond, whichguarantees the establishment and maintenance of the planned tree or shrubbery planting bythe parcel owner.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 8.4, A., B., effective 02-01-17)
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ARTICLE IX:

LAND DISTURBANCE ACTIVITIES

9.1 General Standards.
A. Filling, grading, excavating, creation of impervious areas and other land disturbanceactivities shall be done in a manner to minimize erosion, sedimentation, and runoff.
B. No land disturbance is allowed within 35 feet of the OHWM except as specifically authorizedby Wisconsin Statutes.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 9.1, B., effective 02-01-17)

9.2 Shoreland Alteration Permits.
A. Activities Requiring a Shoreland Alteration Permit.A Shoreland Alteration Permit as described in Section 9.7 is required for the followingactivities:1. Land Disturbance Activities as specified in Section 9.3. A and B, e.g. Filling or grading2. Constructing, dredging or commencing work on any artificial waterway, canal, ditch,lagoon, pond, lake or similar waterway where the purpose is the ultimate connectionwith a navigable body of water.3. Construction of a boathouse or other structures within the OHWM setback.4. Any activity in a shoreland wetland area listed in 10.3. C.5. Maintenance of existing beaches as specified in Section 9.4.6. Construction of walkout lower levels as specified in Section 9.5.7. Paths and Access roads as specified in Section 7.3.8. Any activity, which requires an erosion control plan, a stormwater mitigation plan, or acutting plan.9. Deposit and spreading of materials on-site.
B. Activities which requiring an Erosion Control Plan. (Within 300 feet of OHWM)An erosion control plan is required in conjunction with a Shoreland Alteration Permit forthe following conditions:1. Land Disturbance Activities in 9.3. B.2. Construction involving a boat landing or roadway access to a waterbody as specifiedunder Section 7.3.3.3. Construction on Slopes - Construction on waterfront lots involving slopes where theproposed construction is located within 300 feet of the OHWM of a waterbody, andwhere the construction involves disturbance of an area with a vertical height differencegreater than six feet over the length or width of the structure; and4. Any activity within 75 feet of OHWM, which involves removal of, or placing of fill, soil, orstructures for the purpose of erosion control or run off into a waterbody shall useenvironmentally friendly products and bio-engineered practices accepted by the VilasCounty Zoning Office. Accompanying the site plan shall be a complete list of allproducts, and species of trees, shrubs and ground cover.5. Certification of Completion.Within one year of issuance of the Erosion Control /Shoreland Alteration Permit, theproperty owner shall complete the erosion control practices and shall certify in writingto the Zoning Office that the project has been completed.  As part of the certification, theproperty owner shall submit photos documenting the erosion control measures.
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C. Activities, which require a Stormwater Mitigation Plan.A stormwater mitigation plan is required for impervious surfaces set forth in 9.6. A.
D. Activities, which require a Cutting Plan.A cutting plan is required in conjunction with a Shoreland Alteration Permit for exceedanceof tree cutting and shore cover removal standards within 300 feet of the OHWM as set forthin Article VIII.
E. Exceptions.1. Soil conservation practices such as terraces, runoff diversions and grassed waterwaysthat are used for sediment control shall not require a Shoreland Alteration Permit whendesigned and constructed to Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) technicalstandards.2. Land disturbing activities related to forestry and agriculture shall not require aShoreland Alteration Permit if:a. Such activities comply with the best management practices guidelines published bythe Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and State of Wisconsin Departmentof Agriculture; andb. Such activities comply with the applicable provision of Section 9.1 of this ordinance.3. Land disturbing activities by governmental bodies related to the maintenance,reconstruction, or repair of roadbeds or rights-of way and public landings.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 9.2, A., B., & C., effective 02-01-17)

9.3 General Land Disturbance Activities.
A. Activities Requiring a Shoreland Alteration Permit.A shoreland alteration permit is required for any land disturbance activity occurring withina 12-month period which exceeds 750 square feet between 75 and 300 feet of the OHWM or400 square feet between 35 and 75 feet of the OHWM except where the activity requires azoning or sanitary permit.
B. Activities Requiring an Erosion Control Plan.An erosion control plan is required where total land disturbance activities exceed 10,000square feet in a single-family residential waterfront lot, or exceed 20,000 square feet on anon-single family residential waterfront lot.
Note:  A permit under Wis. Stats. Chapter 30 is also required for grading more than 10,000 square feet on the bank of a

navigable water.

9.4. Beaches.
A. Prohibition on New Artificial Beaches.No placement of sand or other material to create a new beach, other than beaches formedentirely through natural processes, shall be permitted on shorelines in Vilas County.
B. Existing Beaches.Existing beaches may be maintained.  A shoreland alteration permit must be submitted andapproved prior to placing additional sand fill onto the existing beach.
Note: Placement of sand or other material below the OHWM is regulated by the Department of Natural Resources.
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9.5. Walk-out Lower Levels.All proposed structures less than 300 feet from the OHWM involving a walk-out lower level wherethe base of the water-facing side of the home will be located below the elevation of natural grade,shall comply with the following:
A. The maximum width (measured parallel with the OHWM) of soil removal to expose thewater facing wall shall be limited to a maximum length of 15 feet measured at the base ofthe level with three (horizontal) to one (vertical) slope from the base of the walkout.
B. The maximum length of soil removal to allow for exposing the water facing wall of anexposed walk out shall be limited to 30 feet measured from the foundation towards theOHWM.
C. The maximum depth of soil removal for exposure shall not exceed 6 feet in depth.

9.6 Impervious Surface Limitations.
A. General RequirementsEstablish impervious surface standards to protect water quality and fish and wildlife habitatand to protect against pollution of navigable waters. County impervious surface standardsshall apply to the construction, reconstruction, expansion, replacement or relocation of anyimpervious surface on a riparian lot or parcel and any nonriparian lot or parcel that islocated entirely within 300 feet of the ordinary high-water mark of any navigable waterway.
B. Activities Requiring a Shoreland Alteration Permit and Stormwater Mitigation Plan.A stormwater mitigation plan is required in conjunction with a Shoreland Alteration Permitfor land disturbance activities on any waterfront lot which results in a maximum cumulativeamount of impervious surfaces exceeding fifteen percent (15%) of the surface area of the lotwithin 300 feet of the OHWM,
C. Maximum Limits.The maximum cumulative amount of impervious surfaces on a lot shall not exceed 30%.
D. Existing Impervious Surfaces Located Greater Than 75 Feet from OHWM.For existing impervious surfaces that were lawfully placed when constructed but that do notcomply with the standards in 9.6B the property owner may do any of the following:1. Maintenance and repair of all impervious surfaces;2. Replacement of existing impervious surfaces with similar surfaces within the existingstructure envelope;3. Relocation or modification of existing impervious surfaces; with similar or differentimpervious surfaces, provided that the relocation or modification does not result in anincrease in the percentage of impervious surface that existed on the effective date of thecounty shoreland ordinance, and meets the applicable setback requirements in NR115.05 (1)(b).
Note: For example, this provision would allow an existing at−grade	patio	to	be	removed	and	replaced	with	a	new	

structure, if the new structure meets the shoreland setback requirements.
Note: Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to supersede other provisions in shoreland ordinance.

E. Nonconforming Structures within the Structure SetbackNonconforming Structures located within 75 feet of the OHWM shall be subject to therequirements of Sections 6.4 and 6.5 of this Ordinance.
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F. Calculation of Impervious Surface.Percentage of impervious surface shall be calculated by dividing the surface area of theexisting and proposed impervious surfaces on the portion of a lot or parcel that is within300 feet of the ordinary high-water mark by the total surface area of that lot or parcel, andmultiplied by 100.Example: Lot Size is: 210 ft. of Frontage by 200 ft. Deep = 42,000 sq. ft. Lot Area.210ft. X 200ft. =42,000sq. ft. 4,696 is the Total sq. ft. of Impervious Surface Area2,000 sq. ft. Drive Way -Existing1,800 sq. ft. Cabin - Existing676 sq. ft. Garage – Proposed120 sq. ft. Deck -Existing100 sq. ft. Side Walk -Existing4,696 sq. ft. divided by 42,000 sq. ft. = .1118 X100 = 11.18 % Impervious Surface AreaWithin 300 ft. of OHWM
G. Impervious Calculations do not Include:1. Areas that do not drain directly to waterbody;2. Areas treated by an engineered stormwater detention system;a. Stormwater ponds, constructed wetlands, infiltration basins, rain gardens, bio-swales or other engineered systems.3. Areas internally drained;a. An internally drained pervious area that retains the runoff on or off the parcel andallows infiltration into the soil.
H. To Qualify for Impervious Exemptions:  Property owners shall submit a complete permitapplication that is reviewed and approved by Vilas County.  The application shall include thefollowing.1. Calculations showing how much runoff is coming from the impervious surface area.2. Documentation that the runoff from the impervious surface is being treated by aproposed treatment system, treatment device or internally drained area.3. An implementation schedule enforcing an obligation on the property owner to establishand maintain a treatment system, treatment devices or an internally drained area.a. The enforceable obligations shall be evidenced by an instrument recorded in theOffice of the Register of Deeds prior to the issuance of the permit.
I. Out Lot:1. If an out lot lies between the OHWM and the developed lot or parcel and both are incommon ownership, then the lot or parcel should be considered one property for thepurposes of calculating the percentage of impervious surfaces.2. If there is an out lot, parcel or road that is owned by some other entity, for example ahydroelectric facility or a town or county, then the county should determine what levelof control the property owner has over that portion of the lot.  If a property, owner hasno or little say over construction on that portion of the lot, then impervious surfaces onthat portion of the lot is calculated separately.
J. Condominiums: For properties that have been “condominiumized” the impervious surfacecalculations apply to the entire property.  The property is still under one legal descriptionand the proposed expansion to a unit is not the only impervious surface calculated since theregulation states lot or parcel and not a unit.  Mitigation applies to the property as a wholeand not just to the portion of the frontage that might be in front of the unit impacted.
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K. Mitigation Plan: The obligations of the property owner under the mitigation plan shall beevidenced by recording a Stormwater Mitigation Plan in the office of the County Register ofDeeds.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 9.6, A., - K., effective 02-01-17)

9.7 Shoreland Alteration Permit Procedure.
A. Application.An application for a Shoreland Alteration Permit, Erosion Control Plans, StormwaterMitigation Plans, and Cutting Plans shall be on forms from the Vilas County Zoning Officeand accompanied by the required fee.
B. Evaluation of Applications.1. Site development plans may be reviewed by, the County Land Conservation Departmentand Natural Resources Conservation Service in addition to the Zoning Administrator ordesignee.2. A site inspection shall be conducted by the Zoning Administrator or designee to evaluatethe request within ten working days from receipt of a completed application andinspection fee, provided seasonal and weather conditions allow for adequate inspection.Seasonal and weather conditions may require inspections to be made when the site isvisible and/or accessible.
C. Inspection.Upon completion of the permitted alterations the property owner shall notify the ZoningAdministrator or designee so that a follow-up inspection can be conducted to confirmcompliance with the permit conditions.
D. Conditions for Granting Shoreland Alteration Permits.A Shoreland Alteration Permit shall contain the following conditions where applicable:1. The smallest amount of bare ground shall be exposed for as short a time as feasible.2. Temporary ground cover shall be used and permanent cover shall be established andmaintained.3. Diversion, silting basin, terraces and other methods shall be used to minimize runoff anderosion.4. Lagooning shall be conducted in such a manner as to avoid creation of fish trapconditions.5. Fill shall be stabilized according to accepted engineering standards as described inMinimizing Erosion in Urbanizing Areas:  Guidelines, Standards and Specifications.(USDA, N.R.C.S., Madison, Wisconsin, 1973) or recommended by the Natural ResourcesConservation Service6. Fill shall not restrict a flood way or destroy the storage capacity of a flood plain.7. Sides of channels, artificial watercourses or banks shall be constructed to a stable sideslope according to the soil material present; loamy sand and lighter textures 33%(1rise:3 run) or flatter and sandy loam or heavier textures 50% (1 rise:2 run) unlessbulkheads or rip-rap are approved.8. Approval of the erosion control plan or stormwater mitigation plans will be conditionedupon appropriate best management practices specified in the manual for constructionsite erosion control published by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources andNatural Resources Conservation Service guidelines.9. Compliance with all applicable federal, state and local permits is required.
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ARTICLE X:

SHORELAND-WETLAND DISTRICT

10.1 Designation.This district includes shore lands in Vilas County, designated as wetlands on the most recentversion of the Wisconsin Wetlands Inventory maps as depicted on the Department of NaturalResources Surface Water Data Viewer. These maps are adopted as district boundaries for theShoreland-Wetland District.  Where an apparent discrepancy exists between the Shoreland-Wetland District shown on the Wisconsin Wetland Inventory maps and actual field conditions, theZoning Administrator shall contact the appropriate field office of the Department of NaturalResource to determine if the Shoreland-Wetland District is mapped in error.  If the DNR staffconcur with the Zoning Administrator a particular area is incorrectly mapped as a wetland or non-wetland, the Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to issue a Zoning Permit in accordancewith the requirements of the applicable regulations.  To correct wetland mapping shown on theofficial zoning map, the Zoning Administrator shall be responsible for initiating a map amendmentwithin a reasonable period of time.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 10.1, effective 02-01-17)

10.2 Purpose.The purpose of the Shoreland-Wetland District is to maintain safe and healthful conditions,prevent water pollution, protect fish spawning grounds and aquatic life and preserve shore coverand natural beauty.  Development in wetlands is limited and when permitted, it should occur in amanner that minimizes the adverse impacts.
10.3 Permitted Uses.The following uses are allowed, subject to shoreland zoning regulations contained in thisOrdinance, provisions of Chapters 30 and 31, and 281.36 Wisconsin Statutes, and other applicablelocal, state and federal laws.

A. Activities and uses which must be carried out without any filling, flooding, draining,dredging, ditching, tiling or excavating do not require the issuance of a ShorelandAlterations Permit, but which except as allowed under 10.3 (B) and 10.3 (C) below.1. Hiking, fishing, trapping, hunting, swimming, and boating;2. Harvesting of wild crops, such as marsh hay, ferns, moss, wild rice, berries, tree fruits,and tree seeds, in a manner not injurious to the natural reproduction of such crops;3. The Pasturing of livestock;4. The cultivation of agricultural crops;5. Practice of silvicultural, including the planting, thinning, and harvesting of timber; and6. The construction or maintenance of duck blinds.
B. Uses not requiring a Shoreland Alteration Permit may include limited filling, flooding,draining, dredging, ditching, tiling, or excavating, to the extent specifically provided below:1. Temporary water level stabilization measures necessary to alleviate abnormally wet ordry conditions having an adverse impact on silvicultural activities if not corrected.2. The cultivation of cranberries including flooding, dike and dam construction or ditchingnecessary for the growing and harvesting of cranberries.3. The maintenance and repair of existing agricultural drainage systems including ditching,tiling, and dredging, excavating and filling necessary to maintain the level of drainagerequired to continue the existing agricultural use.  This includes the minimum fillingnecessary for disposal of dredged spoil adjacent to the drainage system if dredged spoilis placed on existing spoil banks where possible.
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4. The construction or maintenance of fences for the pasturing of livestock, includinglimited excavating and filling necessary for such construction or maintenance.5. The construction or maintenance of piers, docks or walkways built on pilings, includinglimited excavating and filling necessary for such construction and maintenance; and6. The maintenance, repair, replacement or reconstruction of existing town and countyhighways and bridges, including limited excavating and filling necessary for suchmaintenance, repair, replacement or reconstruction.
C. Uses which require the issuance of a Shoreland Alterations Permit which may includelimited filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling or excavating, but only to theextent specifically provided below:1. The construction and maintenance of roads which are necessary to conduct silviculturalactivities or agricultural cultivation, provided that:a. The road cannot as a practical matter be located outside the wetland;b. The road is designed and constructed to minimize adverse impact upon the naturalfunctions of the wetland enumerated in 10.5. B.;c. The road is designed and constructed with the minimum cross-sectional areapractical to serve the intended use;d. Road construction activities take place in the immediate area of the roadbed only.2. The construction or maintenance of nonresidential buildings, provided that:a. The building is essential for and used solely in conjunction with the raising ofwaterfowl, minnows or other wetland or aquatic animals; or some other usepermitted in the shoreland-wetland district;b. The building cannot, as a practical matter, be located outside the wetland;c. Such building is not designed for human habitation and does not exceed 500 sq. ft. infloor area; andd. Only limited filling or excavating necessary to provide structural support for thebuilding is authorized.3. The establishment of public and private parks and recreation areas, natural and outdooreducation areas, historic and scientific areas, wildlife refuges, game bird and animalfarms, fur animal farms, fish hatcheries, and public boat launching ramps and attendantaccess roads, provided that:a. Any private development is used exclusively for a permitted use and the applicantreceived a permit or license under Chapter 29, Wisconsin Statutes, where applicable;b. Filling or excavating necessary for the construction or maintenance of public boatlaunching ramps or attendant access roads is allowed only where such constructionor maintenance meets the criteria in section 10.3C1. (a)-(d) and;c. Ditching, excavating, dredging, or dike and dam construction in public and privateparks and recreation areas, natural and outdoor education areas, historic andscientific areas, wildlife refuges, game bird and animal farms, fur animal farms, andfish hatcheries is allowed only for the purpose of improving wildlife habitat and tootherwise enhance wetland values.4. The construction or maintenance of electric, gas, telephone, water and sewertransmission and distribution facilities, by public utilities and cooperative associationsorganized for the purpose of producing or furnishing heat, light, power or water to theirmembers and the construction or maintenance of railroad lines provided that:a. The transmission and distribution facilities and railroad lines cannot, as a practicalmatter, be located outside the wetland;b. Such construction or maintenance is done in a manner designed to minimize adverseimpact upon the natural functions of the wetland enumerated in 10.5B.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 10.3, A., B., & C., effective 02-01-17)
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10.4 Prohibited Uses.Any use not listed in Section 10.3, Permitted Uses, is prohibited, unless the wetland or a portion ofthe wetland is rezoned by an amendment of this Ordinance in accordance with the requirementsof Wis. Stats. 59.69(5)(e), Chapter NR 115, Wisconsin Administrative Code, and Section 10.5.
10.5 Rezoning of Land in the Shoreland-Wetland District.

A. For proposed text and map amendments to the Shoreland-Wetland District, the appropriatedistrict office of the Department of Natural Resources shall be provided with the following:1. A copy of the petition for a text or map amendment to the Shoreland-Wetland Districtwithin 5 days of the filing of such petition with the County Clerk;2. Written notice of the public hearing to be held on a proposed amendment, at least 10days prior to such hearing;3. A copy of the Zoning Committee’s findings and recommendation on each proposedamendment, within 10 days after the submission of those findings andrecommendations to the County Board; and4. Written notice of the County Board’s decision on the proposed amendment, within 10days after it is issued.
B. A wetland, or a portion thereof, in the Shoreland-Wetland District shall not be rezoned if theproposed rezoning may result in a significant adverse impact upon any of the following:1. Storm and flood water storage capacity;2. Maintenance of dry season stream flow, the discharge of groundwater to a wetland, therecharge of groundwater from a wetland to another area, or the flow of groundwaterthrough a wetland;3. Filtering of storage or sediments, nutrients, heavy metals or organic compounds thatwould otherwise drain into navigable waters;4. Shoreland protection against soil erosion;5. Fish spawning, breeding, nursery or feeding grounds;6. Wildlife habitat, and7. Wetlands both within the boundary of designated areas of special natural resourceinterest and those wetlands which are in proximity to or have a direct hydrologicconnection to such designated areas as defined in NR 103.04, Wis. Adm. Code, which canbe accessed at the following web site:http://www.legis.state.wi.us/rsb/code/nr/nr103.pdf.
C. If the Department of Natural Resources has notified the Zoning Administrator that aproposed amendment to the Shoreland-Wetland District may have a significant adverseimpact upon any of the criteria listed in section 10.5 B., that amendment, if approved by theCounty Board, shall contain the following provision:"This amendment shall not take effect until more than 30 days have elapsed sincewritten notice of the County Board's approval of this amendment was mailed to theDepartment of Natural Resources.  During that 30-day period, the Department of NaturalResources may notify the County Board that it will adopt a superseding ShorelandOrdinance for the County under Wis. Stats. 59.692(6).  If the Department does so notifythe County Board, the effect of this amendment shall be stayed until the adoptionprocedure under section 59.692(6) is completed or otherwise terminated."
D. The petitioners who request the rezoning of a wetland shall send certified written notice tothe adjacent property owners with proof of notice given to the Zoning Administrator, of theproposed rezoning no less than 30 days prior to the rezoning public hearing.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 10.5, B., effective 02-01-17)



VILAS COUNTY SHORELAND ZONING ORDINANCE

February 1, 2017 Amendment #85-250
Article 11-1

ARTICLE XI:

MITIGATION

11.1 Applicability.Mitigation is required whenever a property owner requests a zoning permit for the following:A. 200 sq. ft. of lateral expansion of a nonconforming principal structure.B. Relocation of nonconforming principal structure.C. Greater than15% impervious surface area but less than 30%.D. Open sided structures that qualify in the setback area have a vegetative buffer requirement.An additional permit fee may be required by, the Zoning Office for administration of themitigation requirements.
History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 11.1, A., B., C., & D., effective 02-01-17)

11.2 Mitigation Points Required.
A. Lakes Greater Than 50 Acres.The number of mitigation points required depends on lake classification and is set forthbelow in Table 4. (Lakes Class See Appendix A)

Table 4

MITIGATION POINTS, FOR LAKES GREATER THAN 50 ACRES

Sensitivity to
Development

Current Level of Development
Low Development

Level
Medium Development

Level
High Development

Level

High Sensitivity Five Mitigation Points Six Mitigation Points Six Mitigation Points
Medium Sensitivity Four Mitigation Points Five Mitigation Points Five Mitigation Points
Low Sensitivity Four Mitigation Points Four Mitigation Points Four Mitigation Points

B. For Lakes 50 Acres and Less Six Mitigation Points Are Required.

C. For Class II Rivers and Streams Four Mitigation Points Are Required.

D. For Class I Rivers and Streams Six Mitigation Points Are Required.

E. Additional Points for Certain Structures.Additional mitigation points shall be required on properties with principal structureslocated closer than seventy-five feet (75') from the ordinary high water mark as follows:1. Expansion of principal structures with any part located closer than forty feet (40') fromthe ordinary high water mark require two (2) additional mitigation points.2. Expansion of principal structures with any part located closer than seventy-five feet(75') but more than forty feet (40') from the ordinary high water mark require one (1)additional mitigation point.  This point is not added to the two mitigation pointsrequired if a structure is located closer than forty feet (40').
11.3 Mitigation Practices.Property owners may choose among the following mitigation practices to achieve the numbermitigation points required.

A. Buffer Zones.1. Points may be obtained for maintaining existing buffer zones or for creating andmaintaining new buffer zones as set forth below.
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2. Buffer Zone Options.a. Primary Active Buffer Zone: Shore buffer zone within thirty-five feet (35') of theOHWM, including trees, shrubbery, underbrush and other natural vegetation, andsubject to the conditions in A.3. (3) Three points.  A shoreline recreational area asdefined in Article VIII is allowed.b. Secondary Active Buffer Zone: An additional fifteen feet (15') of buffer zone depthinland from the OHWM beyond the thirty-five feet (35') of buffer zone alreadyestablished, providing a total of fifty feet (50') of buffer zone depth, subject to theconditions in A.3.  (2) Two points.c. Recreational Area Buffer Zone: Shore buffer zone along the entire shoreline,including within the space that may otherwise have been occupied by therecreational area, except that a foot path of no more than five feet (5') in width maybe maintained, subject to the conditions in A.3.  (2) Two points.d. Passive Buffer Zone: Shoreland vegetation buffer area within thirty-five feet (35') ofthe OHWM, including un-mowed, grass or other under story vegetation, but withoutthe tree and shrub layers required to meet the three-point mitigation standard.  Ashoreline recreational area as defined in Article VIII is allowed. (2) Two points.e. Side lot Buffer Zone: A ten feet (10') wide side lot buffer zone including trees,shrubbery, underbrush and other natural vegetation extending along a side lot linefor a depth of at least one hundred feet (100') from the OHWM.  (1) One point.  Theside lot buffer area is subject to the conditions in A.3.  Points for side lot line buffersmay be additive, for a maximum of two (2) points, if buffer areas exist and aremaintained along both side lot lines.3. Conditions.a. No mowing is permitted in the buffer zone.b. The establishment of buffer zones except under A.2.d.are subject to a density of atleast two (2) tree stems and four (4) shrub stems per one hundred square feet (100sq. ft.) of buffer zone area is required.  This density must be maintained through thematurity of the species.
B. Removal of StructuresPoints may be obtained for the removal of structures as set forth below.1. Removal of a principal structure located within seventy-five feet (75’) of the OHWM to asite that meets the OHWM set back requirements for new development on that waterbody. (3) Three points.2. Removal of all accessory structures located within thirty-five feet (35’) of the OHWM,with the result that all such structures, including boathouses, are set back at least thirty-five feet (35’) from the ordinary high water mark. (2) Two points.3. Removal of all accessory structures located between thirty-five feet (35') and seventy-five feet (75') from the ordinary high water mark, with the result that all such structures,including boathouses, are set back at least seventy-five feet (75') from the ordinary highwater mark. (1) One point.4. No accessory structures are located less than seventy-five feet (75’) from the ordinaryhigh water mark. This point is not added to points awarded for removal of structuresfrom B.1. and B.2. above. (1) One point.
C. Other Practices.1. At the discretion of the Zoning Administrator, three (3) additional mitigation points maybe approved for restoration or protection to provide benefits to meet the objectives ofthis ordinance.  Examples may include construction of a stormwater detention basin orimplementation of other stormwater mitigation plan activities, replacement of seawallswith bio-engineered structures, or removal of artificial sand beaches.
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2. Factors to be considered in making the determination of number of points and approvalof alternative mitigation practices include, but are not limited to:a. Cost of implementation;b. Runoff diversion and/or retention;c. Lot configuration;d. Parcel size;e. Location of impervious areas;f. Sensitivity and level of development of the water body; andg. Significance toward meeting ordinance objectives.
D. Mitigation Points, Key holing and Size of Boathouse by Lake based on Lakes Class.

Lake Name Sensitivity Development
Lake
Size
(ac)

Key holing
Allowed

Maximum
Boathouse
Size  (ft2)

Mitigation
Points

Required
ADELADE LAKE high medium 60 no 100 6
ALDER LAKE medium medium 274 yes 300 5
ALDRIDGE LAKE low low 134 yes 300 4
ALLEQUASH LAKE medium low 426 yes 300 4
ALMA LAKE high high 55 no 100 6
AMIK LAKE (RICE, PIKE) medium medium 187 yes 300 5
ANNABELLE LAKE (ANNA) medium medium 213 yes 300 5
ANVIL LAKE medium high 380 yes 300 5
APEEKWA LAKE (LITTLE PINE) low low 188 yes 300 4
ARMOUR LAKE high medium 320 yes 300 6
ARROWHEAD LAKE (LITTLE STAR) medium high 99 no 100 5
AURORA LAKE (RICE) high low 94 no 100 5
AVERILL LAKE (MUD) medium low 71 no 100 4
BALLARD LAKE low medium 505 yes 300 4
BASS LAKE low high 266 yes 300 4
BEAR LAKE medium low 76 no 100 4
BEAVER LAKE T43N R07E S14 low medium 68 no 100 4
BELLE LAKE high low 53 no 100 5
BIG ARBOR VITAE LAKE medium high 1090 yes 300 5
BIG BATEAU LAKE medium low 220 yes 300 4
BIG CROOKED LAKE T41N R05E S15 high low 384 yes 300 5
BIG CROOKED LAKE T42N R07E S06 low low 682 yes 300 4
BIG DONAHUE LAKE high low 92 no 100 5
BIG GIBSON LAKE medium low 116 yes 300 4
BIG KITTEN LAKE medium medium 55 no 100

5BIG LAKE T42N R06E S04 low medium 850 yes 300 4
BIG LAKE T43N R08E S24 medium low 771 yes 300 4
BIG MUSKELLUNGE LAKE medium medium 930 yes 300 5
BIG PORTAGE LAKE medium medium 638 yes 300 5
BIG SAND LAKE low medium 1408 yes 300 4
BIG ST GERMAIN LAKE low high 1617 yes 300 4
BILLS LAKE high high 73 no 100 6
BIRCH LAKE medium medium 528 yes 300 5
BITTERSWEET LAKE (CROOKED) high low 104 yes 300 5
BLACK OAK LAKE medium medium 584 yes 300 5
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Lake Name Sensitivity Development
Lake
Size
(ac)

Key holing
Allowed

Maximum
Boathouse
Size  (ft2)

Mitigation
Points

Required
BOLIN LAKE (BOG, OSWEGO) high low 63 no 100 5
BOLTON LAKE low medium 138 yes 300 4
BOOT LAKE T40N R09E S02 low medium 284 yes 300 4
BOULDER LAKE low medium 524 yes 300 4
BRANDY LAKE (CECILIA) low high 110 yes 300 4
BROKEN BOW LAKE high low 134 yes 300 5
BUCKATABON, UPPER & LOWER medium medium 846 yes 300 5
BUCKSKIN LAKE low low 634 yes 300 4
CAMP TWELVE LAKE, EAST medium low 59 no 100 4
CARLIN LAKE high low 153 yes 300 5
CARPENTER LAKE low medium 333 yes 300 4
CARROLL LAKE medium low 352 yes 300 4
CATFISH LAKE low high 1012 yes 300 4
CEDAR LAKE T40N R04E S04 medium low 60 no 100 4
CIRCLE LILY LAKE low medium 223 yes 300 4
CLAIR LAKE medium medium 51 no 100 5
CLEAR LAKE low high 555 yes 300 4
COCHRAN LAKE low medium 126 yes 300 4
CONTENT LAKE low medium 244 yes 300 4
CRAB LAKE high low 949 yes 300 5
CRAB LAKE, NORTH high low 56 no 100 5
CRAMPTON LAKE high low 59 no 100 5
CRANBERRY LAKE low medium 956 yes 300 4
CRAWLING STONE LAKE low high 1466 yes 300 4
CRYSTAL LAKE T41N R07E S27 low low 88 no 100 4
CRYSTAL LAKE T43N R10E S01 medium low 93 no 100 4
DAY LAKE high low 117 yes 300 5
DEAD PIKE LAKE low medium 297 yes 300 4
DEER LAKE T42N R10E S29 medium medium 65 no 100 5
DEERSKIN LAKE low high 309 yes 300 4
DEVINE LAKE (DOLLAR) medium low 95 no 100 4
DIAMOND LAKE medium high 122 yes 300 5
DOLLAR LAKE T40N R10E S26 low medium 105 yes 300 4
DOROTHY DUNN LAKE high low 70 no 100 5
DUCK LAKE low high 108 yes 300 4
DUNN LAKE medium low 75 no 100 4
EAGLE LAKE T40N R10E S22 low high 572 yes 300 4
EDITH LAKE T42N R06E S26 high high 59 no 100 6
ELLERSON LAKE, EAST medium low 136 yes 300 4
ELLERSON LAKE, MIDDLE high low 60 no 100 5
ELLERSON LAKE, WEST medium low 80 no 100 4
ERICKSON LAKE medium low 106 yes 300 4
ESCANABA LAKE (ROCK) low low 293 yes 300 4
FALLISON LAKE (LONG) high low 52 no 100 5
FAWN LAKE T42N R05E S11 (MUD) medium medium 74 no 100 5
FENCE LAKE low high 3555 yes 300 4
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Key holing
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Boathouse
Size  (ft2)

Mitigation
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Required
FINGER LAKE medium medium 90 no 100 5
FINLEY LAKE medium medium 107 yes 300 5
FISHTRAP LAKE high medium 329 yes 300 6
FLAMBEAU LAKE (LAC DU
)FLAMBEAU)

medium low 1176 yes 300 4
FLORA LAKE high low 100 yes 300 5
FOREST LAKE (GOOSE) high medium 466 yes 300 6
FOUND LAKE low medium 326 yes 300 4
FRANK LAKE (BEAR) high low 141 yes 300 5
FROST LAKE (MUD) medium low 53 no 100 4
GEORGE LAKE T44N R05E S19 high low 92 no 100 5
GRASSY LAKE low low 220 yes 300 4
GRESHAM LAKE, LOWER low high 149 yes 300 4
GRESHAM LAKE, MIDDLE high medium 53 no 100 6
GRESHAM LAKE, UPPER medium high 366 yes 300 5
GUNLOCK LAKE medium medium 250 yes 300 5
HARDIN LAKE high low 63 no 100 5
HARMONY LAKE low low 88 no 100 4
HARRIS LAKE medium low 507 yes 300 4
HASKELL LAKE high low 97 no 100 5
HEART LAKE T42N R10E S29 medium medium 59 no 100 5
HELEN LAKE T43N R09E S30 medium low 111 yes 300 4
HIGH LAKE low medium 734 yes 300 4
HORSEHEAD LAKE medium low 234 yes 300 4
HUNTER LAKE medium low 184 yes 300 4
IKE WALTON LAKE low low 1424 yes 300 4
IMOGENE LAKE high low 66 no 100 5
INDIAN LAKE high low 68 no 100 5
IRVING LAKE low low 403 yes 300 4
ISLAND LAKE medium medium 1023 yes 300 5
JAG LAKE medium low 158 yes 300 4
JENNY LAKE high low 59 no 100 5
JERMS LAKE medium medium 72 no 100 5
JOHNSON LAKE T40N R06E S34 medium high 78 no 100 5
JONES LAKE high low 52 no 100 5
JUTE LAKE medium low 194 yes 300 4
KATINKA LAKE high low 172 yes 300 5
KENTUCK LAKE low medium 957 yes 300 4
KENU LAKE (ALICE) low low 73 no 100 4
KILDARE LAKE (PINE) medium medium 54 no 100 5
LAC DU LUNE (ISLAND) high low 426 yes 300 5
LAC VIEUX DESERT low medium 2853 yes 300 4
LAKE OF THE HILLS (SUCKER) low medium 62 no 100 4
LANDING LAKE (CHARLOTTE) medium low 220 yes 300 4
LAURA LAKE medium medium 599 yes 300 5
LITTLE ARBOR VITAE LAKE medium medium 534 yes 300 5
LITTLE BATEAU LAKE medium low 63 no 100 4
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LITTLE CRAB LAKE high low 76 no 100 5
LITTLE CRAWLING STONE LAKE medium high 107 yes 300 5
LITTLE CROOKED LAKE low low 153 yes 300 4
LITTLE HORSEHEAD LAKE medium medium 52 no 100 5
LITTLE JOHN LAKE low high 166 yes 300 4
LITTLE MUSKIE LAKE low high 78 no 100 4
LITTLE PORTAGE LAKE low medium 170 yes 300 4
LITTLE PRESQUE ISLE LAKE medium low 85 no 100 4
LITTLE RICE LAKE low low 59 no 100 4
LITTLE SAND LAKE medium low 107 yes 300 4
LITTLE SPIDER LAKE (GAFFREY) medium high 235 yes 300 5
LITTLE ST GERMAIN LAKE medium high 980 yes 300 5
LITTLE STAR LAKE T41N R08E S10 medium medium 93 no 100 5
LITTLE STAR LAKE T42N R05E S15 medium high 244 yes 300 5
LITTLE TAMARACK FLOWAGE

(INCLUDING SPRING LAKE) medium low 287 yes 300 4

LITTLE TROUT LAKE medium low 978 yes 300 4
LONE PINE LAKE medium low 142 yes 300 4
LONE TREE LAKE medium low 121 yes 300 4
LONG INTERLAKEN LAKE (LONG) medium medium 368 yes 300 5
LONG LAKE medium medium 872 yes 300 5
LOST CANOE LAKE high medium 249 yes 300 6
LOST LAKE low high 544 yes 300 4
LYNX LAKE T43N R07E S18 high low 339 yes 300 5
MADELINE LAKE medium low 159 yes 300 4
MAMIE LAKE medium medium 400 yes 300 5
MANITOWISH LAKE low high 506 yes 300 4
MANN LAKE medium high 261 yes 300 5
MANUEL LAKE medium low 76 no 100 4
MARSHALL LAKE medium low 87 no 100 4
MCCULLOUGH LAKE low medium 216 yes 300 4
MCLEOD LAKE high low 52 no 100 5
MERMAID LAKE high low 60 no 100 5
META LAKE low high 175 yes 300 4
MILL LAKE (CHARLOTTE) medium low 131 yes 300 4
MINETTE LAKE (L BASS, SPRUCE) medium low 90 no 100 4
MINONK LAKE (DEER) high low 95 no 100 5
MITTEN LAKE medium low 140 yes 300 4
MOCCASIN LAKE high low 93 no 100 5
MOON LAKE medium medium 124 yes 300 5
MORAINE LAKE high low 87 no 100 5
MORTON LAKE medium low 163 yes 300 4
MOSS LAKE (LITTLE MUD) medium medium 196 yes 300 5
MURPHY LAKE high low 81 no 100 5
MUSKELLUNGE LAKE low high 272 yes 300 4
MUSKESIN LAKE (BIG BASS) medium low 115 yes 300 4
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NEBISH LAKE high low 91 no 100 5
NELSON LAKE T40N R09E S22 high medium 104 yes 300 6
NINEMILE LAKE, LOWER low low 646 yes 300 4
NINEMILE LAKE, UPPER medium low 91 no 100 4
NIXON LAKE medium low 110 yes 300 4
NO MANS LAKE high low 225 yes 300 5
NORWOOD LAKE(BOOT) medium low 125 yes 300 4
OSWEGO LAKE medium high 66 no 100 5
OTTER LAKE low high 217 yes 300 4
OXBOW LAKE high medium 511 yes 300 6
PALLETTE LAKE (CLEAR) medium low 173 yes 300 4
PALMER LAKE low low 635 yes 300 4
PAPOOSE LAKE high medium 428 yes 300 6
PARDEE LAKE medium medium 206 yes 300 5
PARTRIDGE LAKE medium low 228 yes 300 4
PICKEREL LAKE low medium 293 yes 300 4
PINE ISLAND LAKE (BASS) medium medium 79 no 100 5
PIONEER LAKE low high 427 yes 300 4
PLUM LAKE medium high 1108 yes 300 5
PLUMMER LAKE medium medium 211 yes 300 5
POKEGAMA LAKE medium medium 1052 yes 300 5
PRESQUE ISLE LAKE medium medium 1280 yes 300 5
RAINBOW LAKE medium low 146 yes 300 4
RANGE LINE LAKE medium low 60 no 100 4
RAZORBACK LAKE medium high 362 yes 300 5
REST LAKE low medium 640 yes 300 4
RICE LAKE T40N R09E S14 low low 71 no 100 4
ROACH LAKE T40N R07E S09 high medium 51 no 100 6
ROACH LAKE T43N R08E S07 medium low 125 yes 300 4
ROCK LAKE high medium 122 yes 300 6
ROSS ALLEN LAKE high low 66 no 100 5
ROSS LAKE medium medium 146 yes 300 5
ROUND LAKE medium low 116 yes 300 4
RUDOLPH LAKE T43N R07E S17 high low 79 no 100 5
SANBORN LAKE medium low 253 yes 300 4
SANFORD LAKE high low 88 no 100 5
SCATTERING RICE LAKE low medium 267 yes 300 4
SEVENTEEN LAKE high low 61 no 100 5
SHERMAN LAKE (LOST) low low 123 yes 300 4
SHISHEBOGAMA low high 716 yes 300 4
SIGNAL LAKE (STAR) medium low 58 no 100 4
SILVER LAKE medium high 59 no 100 5
SMOKY LAKE medium low 610 yes 300 4
SNIPE LAKE medium medium 239 yes 300 5
SPARKLING LAKE (SILVER) medium high 127 yes 300 5
SPECTACLE LAKE high low 171 yes 300 5
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SPIDER LAKE medium medium 272 yes 300 5
SPIRIT LAKE low low 80 no 100 4
SPRING LAKE T43N R09E S27 low low 205 yes 300 4
SQUAW LAKE low medium 785 yes 300 4
STAR LAKE medium high 1150 yes 300 5
STARRETT LAKE medium low 66 no 100 4
STATELINE LAKE high low 199 yes 300 5
STATENAKER LAKE high low 210 yes 300 5
STEARNS LAKE low low 217 yes 300 4
STELLA LAKE medium medium 91 no 100 5
STONE LAKE low high 139 yes 300 4
STORMY LAKE low high 522 yes 300 4
STREET LAKE high medium 54 no 100 6
SUGAR MAPLE LAKE (BIG BASS) medium medium 137 yes 300 5
SUGARBUSH LAKE, LOWER medium low 182 yes 300 4
SUGARBUSH LAKE, MIDDLE medium low 269 yes 300 4
SUGARBUSH LAKE, UPPER medium low 162 yes 300 4
SUMACH LAKE (LONG) high high 60 no 100 6
SUNFISH LAKE low low 55 no 100 4
SUNSET LAKE (ROUND) medium medium 185 yes 300 5
TAMBLING LAKE low high 169 yes 300 4
TENDERFOOT LAKE medium low 437 yes 300 4
TEPEE LAKE (BASS) medium low 59 no 100 4
TIPPECANOE LAKE (ISLAND) high medium 155 yes 300 6
TOULISH LAKE (STATENAKER) medium low 79 no 100 4
TOWANDA LAKE (BASS) high high 146 yes 300 6
TRILBY LAKE medium low 92 no 100 4
TROUT LAKE low high 3816 yes 300 4
TURTLE LAKE, NORTH medium medium 369 yes 300 5
TURTLE LAKE, SOUTH medium medium 454 yes 300 5
TWIN ISLAND LAKE medium low 205 yes 300 4
TWIN LAKE, NORTH low high 2788 yes 300 4
TWIN LAKE, SOUTH low high 642 yes 300 4
VAN VLIET LAKE medium medium 220 yes 300 5
VANDERCOOK LAKE (CRANE) high high 95 no 100 6
VERNA LAKE medium medium 77 no 100 5
VOYAGEUR LAKE low medium 130 yes 300 4
WATERSMEET LAKE low medium 100 yes 300 4
WEST BAY LAKE medium low 368 yes 300 4
WHITE BIRCH LAKE medium high 117 yes 300 5
WHITE SAND LAKE T41N R05E S22 medium medium 1229 yes 300 5
WHITE SAND LAKE T42N R07E S26 low low 728 yes 300 4
WHITEFISH LAKE medium high 196 yes 300 5
WHITNEY LAKE (HARRINGTON) medium medium 102 yes 300 5
WILD RICE LAKE (HALF WAY) low medium 379 yes 300 4
WILDCAT LAKE medium medium 305 yes 300 5
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WISHOW LAKE medium low 73 no 100 4
WOLF LAKE T43N R07E S31 low low 393 yes 300 4
WYANDOCK LAKE medium low 88 no 100 4
YELLOW BIRCH LAKE low high 202 yes 300 4

DEERSKIN RIVER DOWNSTREAM OF
RANGE LINE ROAD yes 300 4

EAGLE RIVER yes 300 4
JOHNSON CREEK yes 300 4
LINK CREEK yes 300 4
MANITOWISH RIVER FROM JOHNSON
LAKE TO  REST LAKE DAM

yes 300 4

MILITARY CREEK DOWNSTREAM OF
HWY E yes 300 4

MUD CREEK yes 300 4

MUSKELLUNGE CREEK
DOWNSTREAM OF BIRCHWOOD
DRIVE

yes 300 4

ST. GERMAIN RIVER DOWNSTREAM
OF
BIG ST. GERMAIN LAKE

yes 300 4

TOMAHAWK RIVER yes 300 4

WISCONSIN RIVER DOWNSTREAM OF
HWY G

yes 300 4

ALL OTHER LAKES,  PONDS,
STREAMS, RIVERS, CREEKS and
FLOWAGES

no 100 6

History: (Amendment #85-250, Section 11.3, A., B., C., & D., effective 02-01-17)

11.4 Mitigation Plan.
A. Development and Implementation of Mitigation Plan.1. A mitigation plan shall be submitted on forms provided by the Zoning Administrator ordesignee for review and approval.  The plan shall indicate the selected mitigationstrategies and shall be signed by the property owner and filed with the Zoning Officeprior to issuance of the zoning permit.Mitigation measures are maintained in perpetuity, unless the property owner receivesapproval of a new, approved mitigation plan meeting the same point requirements.2. Notwithstanding any other provision of this ordinance, the current owner is solelyresponsible for compliance with the terms of this Article.
B. Certification of Completion.Within one year of issuance of the related zoning permit, the property owner shall completethe mitigation practices and shall certify in writing to the Zoning Administrator or designeethat the required mitigation has been completed.  As part of the certification, the propertyowner shall submit photos documenting the mitigation measures.
C. Subsequent Development.Subsequent zoning permit applications shall not require additional mitigation provided themitigation measures are maintained.
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ARTICLE XII:

SPECIAL ZONING PERMISSION FOR ACCESSORY STRUCTURES IN SHORELAND SETBACK
AREAHistory: (Amendment #85-179, Article XII effective 6-24-03)

12.1 Special Zoning Permission
A. This article applies to special zoning permission for accessory structures in theshoreland setback area pursuant to Sections 59.692 (1), (1v) and 59.69 (15) (g),Wisconsin Statues.
B. This Article is an exemption to Article XI, Mitigation.  Mitigation is a state requirementand is explained below in 12.4 C.

12.2. Shoreland Setback Area
A. The shoreland setback area is located within 75 feet of the ordinary high water markof a navigable water body in which the construction or placement of structures hasbeen limited or prohibited.
B. The Zoning Administrator or designee shall grant special zoning permission for theconstruction and/or placement of a structure located 35 feet or greater from theOHWM of any navigable waters if the requirements listed in 12.3 below are met.

12.3. Proposed New Accessory Structure Requirements
A. Cumulative Floor Area1. Maximum total floor area of a structure(s) located in the shoreland setback areashall not exceed 200 sq. ft.  Maximum total floor area shall be the cumulative areaof all existing and/or proposed new structures located in the shoreland setbackarea.2. Overhangs and boathouses are exempt from the square footage total.3. Stairways, walkways and/or lifts providing pedestrian access to a structure orshoreline are exempt from the square footage total.
B. Number of Structures1. More than one structure may be permitted on a single property provided thecumulative square footage total does not exceed 200 square feet.
C. Proposed New Structure Location1. Proposed new structures and/or any portion of proposed new structures locatedin the shoreland setback area shall be located:a. 35 feet or greater from the ordinary high water mark.b. A detached accessory structure shall be five (5) feet or greater from any sideproperty boundary or property line.c. An accessory structure attached to a principal structure shall be 15 feet orgreater from any side property boundary or property line.
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Water Frontage Width 70% of ½ of the shoreland setback

D. Erosion Control1. The applicant shall take erosion control measures to control sediment runoff, asapproved by the Zoning Administrator or designee for any structures allowedunder this article.
E. Proposed New Structure Configuration1. The proposed new structure shall have no sides or shall have open or screenedsides.  (Examples include a patio, a deck (with or without railings), a gazebo or aporch.  Any structure that either has no roof or has a roof and support postswithout walls would be included.)2. Roof over-hang shall not exceed two feet. (Roof over-hang is excluded from totalsquare footage.)

12.4 Permitting Requirements
A. Permits1. One Zoning Permit for an accessory structure and one Shoreland AlterationPermit.
B. Photographs1. All permit applications shall be submitted to the Vilas County Zoning Office withphotographs of the proposed construction site to provide adequatedocumentation of the vegetative buffer zone prior to construction.2. Photographs of the preserved or restored vegetative buffer zone shall besubmitted to the Vilas County Zoning Office within one year from permit issuancedate.
C. Permits Required1. Applicant shall complete a zoning permit and a mitigation permit, with thefollowing information.a. Section 59.692(1v), Wisconsin Statues requires preservation or restoration ofa vegetative buffer zone that covers at least 70% of the half of the shorelandsetback area that is nearest to the water.(____________________ ft. X .7 X 37.5 = _______________________ sq. ft.)

A vegetative buffer zone is an area of undisturbed or restored vegetation.b. Other Permits may be required under the Vilas County Shoreland ZoningOrdinance Article IX, including but not limited to an erosion control permitand/or a shoreline alteration permit.
D. Inspections1. The Vilas County Zoning Administrator or designee shall conduct an inspection forreduced setbacks in the shoreland setback area prior to permit approval.
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Lake – Name Level Existing

Develop.

Appendix A
Lake and River Classification.A. Lakes Greater Than 50 Acres.1. Each lake greater than 50 acres in surface area has been individually evaluated andclassified based upon its sensitivity to development and level of existing developmentalong privately owned shoreline.  The factors comprising lake sensitivity to developmentand level of development, and ranking system for low, medium and high sensitivity anddevelopment categories are set forth in the Vilas County Lake and River ClassificationStudy dated February 1999, which is incorporated by reference.B. The lake classification listing for each lake greater than 50 acres is set forth in Table 1.

Table 1 - LAKE CLASSIFICATIONS FOR LAKES OVER 50 ACRES

ADELADE LAKE high medium BLACK OAK LAKE medium mediumALDER LAKE medium medium BOLIN LAKE (BOG,OSWEGO) high lowALDRIDGE LAKE low low BOLTON LAKE low mediumALLEQUASH LAKE medium low BOOT LAKE T40N R09ES02 low mediumALMA LAKE high high BOULDER LAKE low mediumAMIK LAKE (RICE, PIKE) medium medium BRANDY LAKE (CECILIA) low highANNABELLE LAKE (ANNA) medium medium BROKEN BOW LAKE high lowANVIL LAKE medium high BUCKATABON-UPPER &LOWER medium mediumAPEEKWA LAKE (LITTLE PINE) low low BUCKSKIN LAKE low lowARMOUR LAKE high medium CAMP TWELVE LAKE,EAST medium lowARROWHEAD LAKE (LITTLESTAR) medium high CARLIN LAKE high lowAURORA LAKE (RICE) high low CARPENTER LAKE low mediumAVERILL LAKE (MUD) medium low CARROLL LAKE medium lowBALLARD LAKE low medium CATFISH LAKE low highBASS LAKE low high CEDAR LAKE T40N R04ES04 medium lowBEAR LAKE medium low CIRCLE LILY LAKE low mediumBEAVER LAKE T43N R07E S14 low medium CLAIR LAKE medium mediumBELLE LAKE high low CLEAR LAKE low highBIG ARBOR VITAE LAKE medium high COCHRAN LAKE low mediumBIG BATEAU LAKE medium low CONTENT LAKE low mediumBIG CROOKED LAKE T41N R05ES15 high low CRAB LAKE high lowBIG CROOKED LAKE G42NR07E S06 low low CRAB LAKE, NORTH high lowBIG DONAHUE LAKE high low CRAMPTON LAKE high lowBIG GIBSON LAKE medium low CRANBERRY LAKE low mediumBIG KITTEN LAKE medium medium CRAWLING STONE LAKE low highBIG LAKE T42N R06E S04 low medium CRYSTAL LAKE T41NR07E S27 low low
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BIG LAKE T43N R08E S24 medium low CRYSTAL LAKE T43NR10E S01 medium lowBIG MUSKELLUNGE LAKE medium medium DAY LAKE high lowBIG PORTAGE LAKE medium medium DEAD PIKE LAKE low mediumBIG SAND LAKE low medium DEER LAKE T42N R10ES29 medium mediumBIG ST GERMAIN LAKE low high DEERSKIN LAKE low highBILLS LAKE high high DEVINE LAKE (DOLLAR) medium lowBIRCH LAKE medium medium DIAMOND LAKE medium highBITTERSWEET LAKE(CROOKED) high low DOLLAR LAKE T40N R10ES26 low mediumDOROTHY DUNN LAKE high low JONES LAKE high lowDUCK LAKE low high JUTE LAKE medium LowDUNN LAKE medium low KATINKA LAKE high lowEAGLE LAKE T40N R10E S22 low high KENTUCK LAKE low mediumEDITH LAKE T42N R06E S26 high high KENU LAKE (ALICE) low lowELLERSON LAKE, EAST medium low KILDARE LAKE (PINE) medium mediumELLERSON LAKE, MIDDLE high low LAC DU LUNE (ISLAND) high lowELLERSON LAKE, WEST medium low LAC VIEUX DESERT low mediumERICKSON LAKE medium low LAKE OF THE HILLS(SUCKER) low mediumESCANABA LAKE (ROCK) low low LANDING LAKE(CHARLOTTE) medium lowFALLISON LAKE (LONG) high low LAURA LAKE medium mediumFAWN LAKE T42N R05E S11(MUD) medium medium LITTLE ARBOR VITAELAKE medium mediumFENCE LAKE low high LITTLE BATEAU LAKE medium lowFINGER LAKE medium medium LITTLE CRAB LAKE high lowFINLEY LAKE medium medium LITTLE CRAWLING STONELAKE medium highFISHTRAP LAKE high medium LITTLE CROOKED LAKE low lowFLAMBEAULAKE (LAC DUFLAMBEAU) medium low LITTLE HORSEHEAD LAKE medium mediumFLORA LAKE high low LITTLE JOHN LAKE low highFOREST LAKE (GOOSE) high medium LITTLE MUSKIE LAKE low highFOUND LAKE low medium LITTLE PORTAGE LAKE low mediumFRANK LAKE (BEAR) high low LITTLE PRESQUE ISLELAKE medium lowFROST LAKE (MUD) medium low LITTLE RICE LAKE low lowGEORGE LAKE T44N R05E S19 high low LITTLE SAND LAKE medium lowGRASSY LAKE low low LITTLE SPIDER LAKE(GAFFREY) medium highGRESHAM LAKE, LOWER low high LITTLE ST GERMAIN LAKE medium highGRESHAM LAKE, MIDDLE high medium LITTLE STAR LAKE T41NR08E S10 medium mediumGRESHAM LAKE, UPPER medium highGUNLOCK LAKE medium medium LITTLE STAR LAKE T42NR05E S15 medium highHARDIN LAKE high low LITTLE TAMARACKFLOWAGE medium lowHARMONY LAKE low low (INCLUDING SPRING LAKE)
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HARRIS LAKE medium low LITTLE TROUT LAKE medium lowHASKELL LAKE high low LONE PINE LAKE medium lowHEART LAKE T42N R10E S29 medium medium LONE TREE LAKE medium lowHELEN LAKE T43N R09E S30 medium low LONG INTERLAKEN LAKE(LONG) medium mediumHIGH LAKE low medium LOST CANOE LAKE high mediumHORSEHEAD LAKE medium low LOST LAKE low highHUNTER LAKE medium low LYNX LAKE T43N R07ES18 high lowIKE WALTON LAKE low low MADELINE LAKE medium lowIMOGENE LAKE high low MAMIE LAKE medium mediumINDIAN LAKE high low MANITOWISH LAKE low highIRVING LAKE low low MANN LAKE medium highISLAND LAKE medium medium MANUEL LAKE medium lowJAG LAKE medium low MARSHALL LAKE medium lowJENNY LAKE high low MCCULLOUGH LAKE low mediumJERMS LAKE medium medium MCLEOD LAKE high lowJOHNSON LAKE T40N R06E S34 medium high MERMAID LAKE high lowJERMS LAKE medium medium MCLEOD LAKE high lowJOHNSON LAKE T40N R06E S34 medium high MERMAID LAKE high lowMETA LAKE low high SCATTERING RICE LAKE low mediumMILL LAKE (CHARLOTTE) medium low SEVENTEEN LAKE high lowMINETTE LAKE (L BASS,SPRUCE) medium low SHERMAN LAKE (LOST) low lowMINONK LAKE (DEER) high low SHISHEBOGAMA low highMITTEN LAKE medium low SIGNAL LAKE (STAR) medium lowMOCCASIN LAKE high low SILVER LAKE medium highMOON LAKE medium medium SMOKY LAKE medium lowMORAINE LAKE high low SNIPE LAKE medium mediumMORTON LAKE medium low SPARKLING LAKE(SILVER) medium highMOSS LAKE (LITTLE MUD) medium medium SPECTACLE LAKE high lowMURPHY LAKE high low SPIDER LAKE medium mediumMUSKELLUNGE LAKE low high SPIRIT LAKE low lowMUSKESIN LAKE (BIG BASS) medium low SPRING LAKE T43N R09ES27 low lowNEBISH LAKE high low SQUAW LAKE low mediumNELSON LAKE T40N RO9ES22 high medium STAR LAKE medium highNINEMILE LAKE, LOWER low low STARRETT LAKE medium lowNINEMILE LAKE, UPPER medium low STATELINE LAKE high lowNIXON LAKE medium low STATENAKER LAKE high lowNO MANS LAKE high low STEARNS LAKE low lowNORWOOD LAKE(BOOT) medium low STELLA LAKE medium mediumOSWEGO LAKE medium high STONE LAKE low highOTTER LAKE low high STORMY LAKE low highOXBOW LAKE high medium STREET LAKE high mediumPALLETTE LAKE (CLEAR) medium low SUGAR MAPLE LAKE (BIGBASS) medium medium



VILAS COUNTY SHORELAND ZONING ORDINANCE

February 1, 2017 Amendment #85-250

Appendix A-4

C. Lakes 50 Acres and Less.Lakes 50 acres and less in surface area were not individually evaluated based on sensitivity ordevelopment but were classified as warranting the highest level of protection as set forth inthe Vilas County Lake and River Classification Study dated February 1999.  Lakes under 50acres that have been re-classified according to Appendix A and are listed in Table 1 and aresubject to the same standards as similarly classified lakes over 50 acres.
D. Rivers and Streams.Navigable rivers and streams were placed into two classes, based upon factors in the VilasCounty Lake and River Classification Study dated February 1999.  Class II rivers and streamsare set forth in Table 2 below.  All other Vilas County navigable rivers and streams are Class I.

PALMER LAKE low low SUGARBUSH LAKE,LOWER medium lowPAPOOSE LAKE high medium SUGARBUSH LAKE,MIDDLE medium lowPARDEE LAKE medium medium SUGARBUSH LAKE, UPPER medium lowPARTRIDGE LAKE medium low SUMACH LAKE (LONG) high highPICKEREL LAKE low medium SUNFISH LAKE low lowPINE ISLAND LAKE (BASS) medium medium SUNSET LAKE (ROUND) medium mediumPIONEER LAKE low high TAMBLING LAKE low highPLUM LAKE medium high TENDERFOOT LAKE medium lowPLUMMER LAKE medium medium TEPEE LAKE (BASS) medium lowPOKEGAMA LAKE medium medium TIPPECANOE LAKE(ISLAND) high mediumPRESQUE ISLE LAKE medium medium TOULISH LAKE(STATENAKER) medium lowRAINBOW LAKE medium low TOWANDA LAKE (BASS) high highRANGE LINE LAKE medium low TRILBY LAKE medium lowRAZORBACK LAKE medium high TROUT LAKE low highREST LAKE low medium TURTLE LAKE, NORTH medium mediumRICE LAKE T40N R09E S14 low low TURTLE LAKE, SOUTH medium mediumROACH LAKE T40N R07E S09 high medium TWIN ISLAND LAKE medium lowROACH LAKE T43N R08E S07 medium low TWIN LAKE, NORTH low highROCK LAKE high medium TWIN LAKE, SOUTH low highROSS ALLEN LAKE high low VAN VLIET LAKE medium mediumROSS LAKE medium medium VANDERCOOK LAKE(CRANE) high highROUND LAKE medium low VERNA LAKE medium mediumRUDOLPH LAKE T43N R07E S17 high low VOYAGEUR LAKE low mediumSANBORN LAKE medium low WATERSMEET LAKE low mediumSANFORD LAKE high low WEST BAY LAKE medium lowWHITE BIRCH LAKE medium high WILDCAT LAKE medium mediumWHITE SAND LAKE T41N R05ES22 medium medium WISHOW LAKE medium lowWHITE SAND LAKE T42N R07ES26 low low WOLF LAKE T43N R07ES31 low lowWHITEFISH LAKE medium high WYANDOCK LAKE medium lowWHITNEY LAKE (HARRINGTON) medium medium YELLOW BIRCH LAKE low highWILD RICE LAKE (HALF WAY) low medium
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Table 2 - CLASS II RIVERS AND STREAMS:Wisconsin River downstream of Hwy. G Eagle RiverManitowish River from Johnson Lake to Rest Lake dam Tomahawk RiverSt. Germain River downstream of Big St. Germain Lake Johnson CreekMilitary Creek downstream of Hwy. E Mud CreekDeerskin River downstream of Range Line Rd. Link CreekMuskellunge Creek downstream of Birchwood Dr.
E. Lake and River Classification Amendments.

Procedure.1. The Vilas County Board may change the classification of a lake or river by amending thisordinance in accordance with Section 9.5 of the Vilas County General Zoning Ordinance.2. Any person or town board seeking to change the classification of a lake or river maypetition the County Board for an amendment to this ordinance in accordance withprocedures set forth in paragraph E and paragraph F and Section 9.5 of the Vilas CountyGeneral Zoning Ordinance.
F. Corrections to Classifications.1. Any proposed change of a river classification or a lake classification of a lake greaterthan 50 acres must be based on a demonstration that the sensitivity or developmentassessment in the Vilas County Lake and Stream Classification Study was incorrect forthat stream or lake.2. Any proposed change of a lake classification of a lake of 50 acres or less must be basedon an analysis of lake sensitivity and/or level of development based on the criteriautilized for lakes greater than 50 acres in the Vilas County Lake and River ClassificationStudy.3. Changes in lake sensitivity or development after enactment of this ordinance are notgrounds for seeking a change in classification.
G. Changes to More Restrictive Classification.1. Any person or town board may seek a change to a more restrictive status for one ormore water bodies.2. A change to a more restrictive status must be based on an evaluation of any relevantscientific factors relating to a lake or river’s sensitivity or development.3. Changes made under this paragraph are not subject to the provisions in paragraph F.Subsequent changes to an amendment under this paragraph may only be made uponpetition of the Town.

History: (Amendment #85-250, Appendix A added, effective 02-01-17)


